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D I V I S I O N O F P A R K S A N D RE C R E A T I O N

The NCHA Campvention - which we are emphasizing in this combined issue - is
now history and those of us in PRT who were closely identified with its many
facets are in agreement that, overall, it was an outstanding success.
South Carolina NCHAer's - particularly their Convention Committees - and
Director Larry Chapman and all of his aides, deserve the plaudits of all South
Carolinians for focusing this favorable attention on our great state. Our friend,
Rut Connor, deserves a round of applause also for coping with an almost unbelievable
situation which was compounded by an unexpected heat wave, a water shortage, and
many other troubles.
From the standpoint of State Parks our reduction in fees was widely accepted and
every park in the system reports many NCHAe^^^^ther going to or returning from
the Campvention. The earliest heard from was abotSLss^une 1 (some six weeks prior
to the meeting) and I have no doubt that we still have a smattering of them in
one park or another.
/n%: J||w MMBk
In almost 1007, of the cases, they have commended our State, our Parks and per
sonnel. Many have expressed a desire and intention to come back and tour the
"Palmetto State" more extensively and, this of course, was our prime motivating
factor. It all pointed out more forcefully our Commission's wisdom in concen
trating a large portion of the first phase of bond issue money on new and im
proved campsites.
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Our newer installations will stand up against the best in the United States,
and the nearly 2,000 additional ones on the drawing board will be in the same
category. I just recently saw the 50 new ones at Baker Creek and there is no
prettier, or more modern and well-kept area in the eastern United States.
Those who have missed it - although
been completed only a short time have short-changed themselves. The Samel eoiald *t!e said of many of our other
improved or new areas.
We are now entering a most concentrated period of attendance at conferences,
annual meetings, congresses, and other affairs in which we have a vital stake.
We host the first at Litchfield with the meeting of Association of Southeastern
Park Directors - September 7-10, followed by a 2-day Superintendents' Meeting;
then comes the National Congress of the NRPA at which we will also be represented;
this will be closely followed by the 49th NCSP on Crawford Notch, N. H. at which
we plan to put "South Carolina's best foot forward" since we have been awarded
that meeting also for the 50th meeting next year.
All in all, a most busy period, but a very rewarding one.

EDITORIALS
GROWING CAMPING INTEREST .
Every facet of evaluation indicates
that there is a mounting national interest
in camping0 If the recent Campvention did
nothing else, it certainly gave a start
ling and bold dimension to camping activi
ties for all South Carolinians who bothered
to follow the press accounts. Thousands
of house trailers and tents filled hundreds
of acres at Rocks Pond Campground. It was
an unbelievable sight.
The Division of Parks and Recreation,
the Planning Section, the Directorate and
the Commissioners long ago felt the pulse
of this national trend and began to order
the resources of the Department to meet
the needs of the camper. The basic deci
sions which were made in this field are
sound and are already finding wide sup
port in both reaction and statistics.
The Department of Parks, Recreation and
Tourism, in this forward thrust, stands
a good chance to make South Carolina the
nation's major camping state.
It is obvious that the Palmetto
State may find a high level of excellence
in this field of recreation. We have un
usual and unique resources reaching from
the mountains to the sea, resources which
await utilization and development. Di
rectors Bob Hickman and Don McSween are
to be highly commended for their early
recognition of these values. The entire
staff has moved with deftness and skill
into the area of executing the plans and
concepts.

TIGHTER FIRE CONTROL LAW. . . . .
The recent General Assembly passed
legislation which was designed to put
new teeth into existing fire control acts.
Each year thousands of acres of valuable
timberlands in South Carolina are burned,
resulting in losses running into millions
of dollars. Chief Forester John Tiller of
the Forestry Commission would doubtlessly
have desired a law of even greater strength.
Nonetheless, it is a move in the right di
rection.

The parklands of the Division
of Parks and Recreation are also
subject to a heavy toll each year.
It is hoped that the new legislation
will be of the value that it should
be to the division in curbing forest
fires on the parks. George Holder
has mailed copies of the new act to
all superintendents, pointing out the
pertinent areas which apply to the
operations of the Division. It, nat
urally, is important for the superin
tendents and rangers to become fami
liar with the details of the law.

FALL SUPERINTENDENT'S MEETING IS SET
Director Don McSween has sent
a memo to all parks announcing the
fall meeting of the superintendents,
scheduled for September 11-12. This
meeting is being held following the
convention of the Association of
Southeastern State Parks Directors.
The superintendents will meet at
Myrtle and Litchfield Beaches, S.C,
The agenda should prove to be of
interest and great value to all of
the men in the system.
It is important, aside from subject
matter, for the Division and the De
partment to maintain open and unclogged lines of communication. Per
haps this will be one of the most re
warding aspects of the upcoming meeting.

DOUBLE-BARREL ISSUE.
It will be noted that this
issue of the Sparkplugger is a
combination printing for the months
of July and August. During the pres
sures of the summer season, it was im
possible to meet the usual deadlines
for publication. In the general scheme
of things other priorities had to be
met. It is hoped, however, that the
additional material in this issue will
partially compensate for the combina
tion.

F i r s t PRT C o m m i s s i o n M e e t i n g o n a S t a t e P a r k

The May meeting of the PRT Commissioners was held at Hunting Island State
Park. It so happened that this was the first time such a meeting has been
held on a state park facility. In the above photograph the Commissioners
seated around the table are: ( left from foreground) James D. McNair, Charles
E. Fraser, E. E. Burroughs, Vice-chairman R. R. Rigby, Chairman Dwight Holder,
Director Bob Hickman, Dr. Charles Lee and John Tiller. Deputy Director Fred
Brinkman and Silas Pearman were partially hidden from view. Standing is Dean
Poucher of the Beaufort Chamber of Commerce. Not shown in the picture are:E. A.
Ramsaur, James Webb, J. D. Little and William Close.

The Commission of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism is
composed of twelve members, seven of whom are appointed by the Governor and
five ex officio members drawn from agencies of government. The Commissioners
establish policy for the Department which works toward achieving two broad and
basic aims: (1) To increase recreational opportunities for South Carolinians
through the development of state parks, historic sites and recreational facili
ties; (2) To develop and expand the State's tourist and travel business.
The ex officio members are: the Director of Archives and History, the
Director of the Development Board, Chief Forester of the Forestry Commission,
the Chief Highway Commissioner of the State Highway Department and the Director
of the Wildlife Resources Department.

new ideas for programs and facilities.
We visited Pisgah National Forest and
Mt Mitchell and Morrow Mountain State
Parks, also.
The cover picture shows Director
And speaking of camping, we've
Bob Hickman stoking the fire while Archie
just
reviewed
the park attendance
Hardy stirs the "grits" during the Campfigures and find that family campers
vent ion at Rocks Pond Campground. For
totaled 280,423 thru June 1968 as
thousands of campers, this free dish was
their first helping of southern cooked
compared with 251,425 the previous
"grits." Additional to being a top
fiscal year. Percentagewise, these
campers made up 6.37o of all park
drawer executive, Hickman runs a hot fire.
users.
Grudge Match:
IGNITION POINTS......
Oconee challenges Table Rock
to
golf
match! Another great idea
ARCHIE HARDY
comes from Superintendent Bob Cothran
and his staff. This time, Table
Rock had better watch out. Jeff Cobb
Since the last writing, we've visited
holds the OSP record with a fiveAiken, Hunting Island, Lee, Poinsett and
under-par 31'.
Cheraw assisting the college students with
To: Employees of Table Rock State Park
campfire programs, slide talks, etc. Jack
From: Employees of Oconee State Park
Stroud, Mike LeGrand, Dave Kormanicki, Mike
You are invited to organize a
Ingles, and Larry Knight, respectively,
have learned and performed well under the
four-man miniature golf team to en
gage a similar team from Oconee State
guidance of their superintendents. Although
Park in two carpet golf matches on
these men have completed their ten weeks in
the nights of August 12 and 13.
tern program and will soon return to Clemson,
we feel that their contributions have added
The first match is to be played at
8:30 p.m. on August 12 at Table Rock.
to the success of the season tremendously.
The second match will be played at
We look forward to having even more student
8:30 p.m. on August 13 at Oconee.
interns with us next summer. Naturally,
we hope these men will give prime consideration The two four-man teams must be park
employees. The winning score will
to S.C. State Parks as career placement in
the recreation field. Opportunities are ex
be the lowest total number of strokes
cellent in our fast growing system for any
by one of the teams.
one willing to conscientiously apply his
The winners will receive a
trophy
cup entitled the "Beechnut
college education to practical park ex
Cup" plus a bale of Beechnut tobacco
perience.
from the losers.
Gus Krajcik, hustling new superinten
dent of Aiken State Park, has taken the
It is our hope that this will
right tact in locating and developing
become an annual affair with the
a scout camping area. After clearing the
cup residing in the Superintendent's
Office of the victors between matches.
location with our Planning and Development
Section, Gus worked out a source of water
The Oconee State Park members
supply with Construction Chief Ray Sisk.
are: Harry "Punk" Bodiford, Jeff
Local Boy Scout executives were then con
"Juicy Jaws" Cobb, Jerry "Brown
sulted on intensity of use, isolation and
Mouth" Mulligan and Bill "Bull Of
accessability, and all felt that the much
The Woods" Queen.
needed facility will be ideal for youth
A reply will be greatly ap
groups in the surrounding communities.
preciated. All previously men
tioned dates and time are subject
Attempting to recover from the fabu
lous NCHA Campvention, the Hardys took
to your approval. Reply in care of
a "businessman's holiday" and camped along
Bob Cothran at Oconee State Park.
the Blue Ridge Parkway. We not only
saw beautiful scenery, but we got many
- 4 -

Oconee Cloggers:
The Oconee State Park Cloggers are
an organized practicing, performing, and
uniformed group. Made up of local high
school and college boys and girls, the
Cloggers perform Tuesdays and Fridays at
Oconee and Satrudays at Table Rock.
Charter members include Bobby Ramey,
Manager, David Lyle, Margaret Queen, Andera
Murphree, Richard Harper, Sally Rodgers,
Tim Medford, Susan Duke, Jeff Cobb, Helen
Ramey, Bill Queen, Susan Cobb, Dewey
Rochester and Margaret Duke. They do a
great job and are to be commended for
using their talents for the enjoyment of
others

P R T H E A D L I N E R S ..

STATE PARKS RECORD HIGHEST USE
In releasing the year's -end report
on park use, Director Don McSween said
that visitors pushed the total to an alltime high of 4,427,769 for the 1968-69
year. This represents an increase of 27%
over the previous high of 3,482,529 for
1967-68. The Department of Parks, Recrea
tion and Tourism came into being in 1967
and for the year 1967-68 with a visitor
level pegged at 2,693,675. The most re
cent figure is a 647o increase over that
figure.
NEW PARKS E N G I N E E R . . . . .
Stan Brant has assumed the respon
sibilities as Engineer for the Division
of Parks and Recreation. Stan is a grad
uate of Clemson University, holding a de
gree in civil engineering. Immediately
upon graduation from college he took a
position with a firm in Augusta where he
was a consultant in engineering. He then
moved to a responsible position as a road
design engineer with the South Carolina
Highway Department.
PRT RECEIVES POST OFFICE AWARD. . . .
The "A" for EXCELLENCE Award for
cooperation in mail-handling has been
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received by PRT, a special tribute to
Haynie Murdock, Albert Norris, and
Tom Haff. Columbia Postmaster wrote
Director Bob Hickman: "I want personal
ly thank and commend you and your staff
for being most cooperative in the pre
paration of outgoing mail . . . your
efforts are much more than required. . .
our mail-handling supervisors have given
PRT an "A" for excellence. . . .''

VALUABLE CONTRIBUTION TO PARKS. . .
Ninety-two CEP (Cost-free Extra
Production) trainees have contributed
work for and on the parks valued at
$170,000 according to Major Henry Douglas
The trainees have built 2,752 picnic
tables and other furniture, worked in
cabin construction, crews, cut underbrush
road construction and a number of other
projects.
PRT STAFF WORKING AT CAMPVENTION. . .
Bob Hickman, Donald McSween, Archie
Hardy, Millard Osborne, Mrs. Lorine
Davis, Mary Lou Harris, Bill Marsh,
Pat Williams, Marion Culp, Jim Denning,
Gary Womack, Sandra Taylor and Mary
Wilson.

TOURISM INQUIRIES INCREASE. . . .
The Inquiry Section processed an
all-time record of 96,057 inquiries
during 1968-69. This amounted to a
Whopping increase of 103% over the
previous year. Tourism Director Bill
Lawrence has done such an outstanding
job on his promotional program that
he has himself become a tourist!
TV PERSONALITY
Deputy Director Fred Brinkman
is appearing regularly on WIS-TV in
the broad interests of PRT. The pro
grams are being given that good Brinkman
touch, plus a new-found flare of showman
ship. PRT staff members are in the pro
cess of organizing an autograph party
for the celebrity drawn from within the
ranks.

NCHA Campvention Held at Rocks Pond Campground

Shown above i s a small fraction of the 25,000 campers who converged on
Rocks Pond Campground for the 1969 Campvention of the National Campers and
Hikers Association. I t was the f i r s t time many of the campers from over t h e
United States and Canada had visited the Palmetto State. The excellent press
coverage gave local citizens their first close view of the mounting interest
in camping.

Best Of Facilities Found
At Sadler's Creek Park
By JACK HURLEY
Independent Outdoor Editor
Campers, hikers and picnick
ers, perhaps the grass is green
er on the other side of the fen
ce, but have you taken the time
to visit Sadlers Creek Park
lately?
If not you may be pleasantly
surprised to find a host of such
fine facilities right here under
your nose but due to the lack
of publicity given the area,
perhaps Sadlers Creek State
Park is far less crowded than
some of the better known state
parks.
WITHOUT ANY publicity or
fanfare, Park Superintendent
Ed Henry and Park Ranger
Herbert Jones have worked
steadily to improve the entire
500 acre area, but have con
centrated most of their efforts
to the picnic and camping areas
with plans in the future for a
beach and swimming area to
be available to the public. Also

an
additional 75 camping
spaces, three modern comfort
stations, a life guard and bath
house for the swimming area
and a recreation building that
may not only be used for re
creation programs planned by
the park, but will also be avail
able for community, civic and
church groups. A new ranger
house is also in the plans.
A third member will be add
ed to the staff on Aug 2. Ran
ger Mike Hendricks of Aiken
is scheduled to become that
third man, and will move here
with his family.
Superintendent Henry came
to South Carolina with several
years of park experience gain
ed in the Georgia parks sys
tems and Ranger Jones, who is
a native of Starr, has been as
signed at Sadlers Creek since
the project started.
The park officially opened
June 1, 1967, but it was not
until May of 1968 that the faci
lities were such that the public
could really enjoy the full ad

fun and recreation and keeping
this in mind there are
two
things that we strictly enforce:
no drinking and no speeding
through the area," Henry said.
"A state park should be
a
place where children can play
in safety and where a decent
family or other group may re
lax and enjoy themselves with
out being overun by a crowd
of rowdy drunks or a group of
wild kids out on a spree," Hen
ry added.

vantage of the camping and ot
her improved services.
Persons outside the Anderson
area have been quick to note
and appreciate the beauty and
facilities offered by Sadlers
Creek State Park perhaps more
THE PARK would attract
so than those closer in. Last
year the park counted 95,608 many more local boaters, fish
ermen and water skiers except
visitors.
for the hours which are from
close
AT A COST of $3 per family 7 a. m. until the gates
over 100 people may take ad at 9 p. m. These hours are fine
re
vantage of the camping faci for the campers who will
night
lities. This charge per family main in the area over
includes electricity, water and and are planned to discourage
the
the other camp facilities. Be late parties and to give
tween seven and eight thousand rangers a chance to clear the
persons may use the picnic area area at a decent hour for the
on
a given
weekend at no campers' protection.
"We feel that within
the
charge. There is also a public
boat lauching ramp with ample next few years South Carolina's
parking spaces. Plenty of im Parks systems will be on par
proved hiking trails are avail with any in the nation. With
able and of course the area is steady improvement, Sadler's
surrounded by Lake Hartwell Creek will rank with the best
a
that offers a real mecca for the available and will become
boaters, skiers and fishermen. must stop-over for both the out
Despite the newness of the park, of state vacationer and the lo
it ranked 13th in the state in cal outdoor enthusiast. We are
the number of visitors.
proud to be associated with the
"We feel the park is a place Sadlers Creek Park complex,"
for a family to have good clean Henry said.
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PARKS LAUDED BY "RECREATION IN SOUTH
CAROLINA"
A recent issue of "Recreation in
South Carolina" gave the Division of
Parks and Recreation wide coverage.
Joe Beam said of the Director, "The
South Carolina State Parks System,
under the able direction of Mr. Donald
McSween and his assistants, is certain
ly on the move in South Carolina im
proving and developing state parks that
all of us can be proud of."
Archie Hardy wrote a lead arti
cle on recreation planning in state
parks. Mary Lou Harris, Miss S.C».
State Parks, was also the subject of
a feature article, attractively il
lustrated by a photograph.
INCH A CAMPVENTION
25,000

Hot,

Dusty

Campers

The 1969 National Campers and
Hikers Association Campvention was
held in South Carolina July 14-16
at Rocks Pond Campground near Eutawville, S.C. They came in everything
from the plushest rig to one-man tents,
these odd-breed campers from all over
the United States and Canada.
South Carolinians stood in dis
belief as the thousands of trailers
clogged the approaches to Rocks Pond.
In the very area where General Francis
Marion camped with his raw militia men
during the American Revolution, the
Campventioneer of 1969 pitched his
tent and parked the trailer in cow
pasture and abandoned cornfields.
Some 25,000 people hand fanned
themselves during a national heat wave
which seemed to bear down in brute force
at the Rocks. The trilogy of the hour
was dust, dust and more dust. The De
partment's new booth, though attracting
wide interest, had to be cleaned by the
hour; and it is suspected that Bob
Hickman's free grits carried a goodly
portion of the real thing.
It is no small undertaking to
make provision for even the basic
8 -

needs of 25,000 people, and Rut Connor
found himself moving from one emergency
to another. Considering the overwhelming
proportions of the problems of massed peo
ple, it was amazing that Rut, who operates
Rocks Pond Campground, was able to render
the service that he did.
For the first time thousands of peo
ple from all over the United States and
Canada visited South Carolina. Before,
during and after the Campvention almost
every private and public campsite in the
state was taken. In an effort to en
courage wide circulation over South Caro
lina, the Division of Parks and Recrea
tion made it possible for all NCHA mem
bers to utilize the parks at reduced
rates. On park after park campers were
finally turned away after every availa
ble square foot of space had been taken.
The campers underscored in unmis
takable terms the mounting interest in
camping. The Campvention set in bold
relief the urgency of designing and
building vast numbers of campsites all
across the state. Historically, South
Carolina has not been to any large de
gree a destination area for tourists,
but the upgrading of camping facilities
can become a part of helping to project
the state as a vacation destination.
Even more necessary is the weighty
responsibility of making provision
for the recreational needs of local
citizens across South Carolina.
Heavy mail has been received in
Central Office from NCHA members who
camped on the state parks, expressing
appreciation for both facility and
staff.
PERSONNEL CHANGES.
Charlie and Margaret Aycock,
Santee Boat Landing; Ranger Mike
Hendrix, Sadlers Creek; Ranger Alex
Phugh, Baker Creek; Ranger Alvin
Gregerson, Edisto and Engineer
Stanley Brant.
We have also had some of our
men in the hospital: Clarence
Doster, Louis Hall and Stanley
Brant.

Mean Man Robs Good Samaritan of Savings
By JOAN McKINNEY
A good Samaritan assisting in saving a youth from
drowning lost $90 in the process Sunday.
Mike Neas, 18, a former Paris Mountain State Park
lifeguard, saw that a youth was in trouble at the park
and went to his aid.
Running across the park beach, he threw his wallet
— containing a just-cashed pay check — under the lifeguard
stand before entering the water.
After helping in the successful rescue, Mike found
that the wallet had been taken during the excitement.
Ed H. Miller, park superintendent, said a public addresS
plea that the wallet be returned had been unsuccessful,
but customers at the park had contributed about $10 to
a fund to repay Neas.
The unidentified swimmer went down in a channel
area on the far side of the lake, Miller said.
Guard Dan Wood saw him go down and was the
first to enter the water. Wood had to dive to recover
the victim, according to Miller.
Due to the swimmer's size and to the distance from
shore in which he went down, other guards — Eddie
Miller and Johnny Truesdale — went to Dan's aid, the
superintendent said.
"Mike was standing on the bathhouse porch when he
saw the boy go down," Miller said. "He didn't see the
other guards go in and, being a former guard himself,
reacted by instinct to help someone in trouble."
Mike's mother, Mrs. G. C. Neas, said Mike was saving
money earned at a summer job for expenses he will
face when entering Gardner Webb College in the fall.
Mike is a May graduate of Wade Hampton High School.
"Mike meant well in what he did," she said. "The
boy's life meant more to him than losing the money
and given the same situation he'd do what he did again."
Miller said the near-victim was brought to shore in
a boat and did not require resuscitation.
"We made him remain quiet for about an hour. He
left here smoking a cigarette, so I guess his lungs were
okay," the superintendent said.
The excitement at Paris Mountain was part of a peak
Sunday for state parks in the area.
Miller said 5,000 visitors, including approximatey 800
swimmers, used Paris Mountain facilities yesterday. A nor
mal crowd is about 3,500, with about 500 swimmers, he said.
Bob Jones, superintendent at Table Rock, said 1,600
swimmers and approximately 6,000 visitors crowded his
park.

Fishing Pier
Proposed For
Hunting Island

STATED
, PM?KS

..of S . C .

Public fishing piers
at
Hunting Island
and Edisto
State Parks are under study
by state Department of Parks,
Recreation and Tourism, ac
cording to Fred P. Brinkman,
deputy director of the depart
ment.
A proposal for a pier at Hunt
ing Island was initiated by the
Beaufort County Chamber of
Commerce through its execu

up

in fheldorlj

'/

tive director, Dean Poucher,
at a recent meeting here of
of the state group.
During the discussion of the
pier, Director of Parks Don
McSween reported that the
public pier in Myrtle Beach

Training Completed
BISHOPVILLE — David
Swimming
lessons
were
William Kormanicki, a rising given at the park this summer,
senior at Clemson University, Beginners, advanced beginhas left his mark on Bishop- ners and intermediates were
ville and Lee County.
taught for two weeks.
David, from Philadelphia,
David is one of seven boys
Pa., has stayed at Lee State in the state to be sent to
Park since May 12 to complete a state park for this course,
a six hour accredited course
He has spent three of his
in
South
in Summer field training past summers
under the direction of Wayne Carolina. He leaves this
week for a few weeks at home
Timms, park superintendent
David plays football for in Pennsylvania before returnClemson. He is on the varsity ing to Clemson to continue
team in the position of line his studies,
backer. His major in college jje
poisonous snakes
I s R e c r e a t i o n a l P a r k and kept them in a pit at
Administration.
the park.
Along with other boys over
He caught the snakes at
the state he was assigned to night with a long pole and
a state park for the summer. noose and placed them in a
David was sent to Lee State tool box to be transferred
Park where he was trained into one of the pits for the
in field training and ad museum.
ministration.
"We would feed the snakes
He also learned main rats and frogs," he said. "We
tenance work, keeping up the had eight snakes before we
park cabins, cutting grass, turned them loose to go back
maintaining the community to the swamps. Three were
buildings, clearing fire breaks of the poisonous variety and
and other general work.
five were non-poisonous.
He captured the fancy of
"The cotton mouth and rat
the young people of Lee Coun tle snake were disposed of
ty with his nature museum. and the others returned to
"We lifted weights with a
their native environment."
Another activity of David's
set of six different exercises.
was the organization of a
The program was designed to
weight lifting program for
build the parts of the body
football palyers. He helped
used in football. We had a
organize the program and
weight machine and three dif taught the boys on his own
ferent bars. We had close to
time after hours at the park.
400 lbs. of weight to distribute The boys met in the Bishop
on the bars for the boys."
ville High School Gymnasium
"I have loved Bishopville three days a week from 6
and enjoyed the work both
p.m. until 9 p.m.
at the park and with the boys
"We always had a weight
at the gym."
program at the university for
David said that two gram the football boys so I thought
mar school groups came to the there might be some fellows
park near the end of school
interested in working out here
in May for picnics and ex in Bishopville. Several of us
ploration of the park. He got together and talked about
helped with the recreational it. We had enough interested
activities of the children. to start the program.
Volley ball, badminton and
walks along the nature trail
were a part of the students'
entertainment.
netted $52,00(T last year and C L I P P I N G S
was the largest income produc
ing item owned by the depart
ment.
On a motion by Commissioner F R O M T H E
Charles Fraser the department
staff was requested to study the
fishing
peir
proposal for
Hunting Island State Park as P R E S S
well as Edisto BeachStatePark
and to report its findings back
to the commission.
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If there is a law against displaying
a Canadian flag in a S.C. State Park,
somebody let me know before I get
locked up.

SPARKS,...........
HUNTINGTON BEACH - NORMAN COOLER

POINSETT - LARRY ADAIR

As per your request I am sending a
list of the NCHA members who were regis
tered for the Rocks Pond Convention and
later visited Huntington Beach, There
are 47 on this list; however, we had to
turn a good many away after our camping
area filled.

My family and I have just set
tled at Poinsett and we like it very
much. It is a beautiful park and
has much to offer.
The 4th of July turned out to
be quite a success. We had 890
swimmers, which really kept the
lifeguards on the ball, who, incidently, did a great job as did
the other members of the staff.

All of the NCHA members that I
talked with were impressed with our
state parks but were disappointed in
the facilities at Rocks Pond, They
said that they had been promised water
and electricity for all campers and
most of them did not have this. They
were parked in open fields without any
shade and with the tremendous heat. They
also said that the rest room facilities
were not adequate.

The Camping Area was filled
to capacity all week. In fact,
it was. running over some nights
with some camping in the field
plus a few who went to Lee.
The Picnic Areas were all
filled to capacity with many
picnicing on the ground.

In spite of the disappointment with
Rocks Pond, I believe that we made it up
to them with our facilities and feel con
fident that you will be hearing from a
good many of them upon their return to
their homes.

The three children we have
were also in use.
All in all the day went very
well with everyone seeming to have
a good time.

SANTEE - JAMES RINEHART
Things are quieting down at Santee
after the flurry of activity during the
NCHA gathering at Rocks Pond. Even though
we had more than usual and at times many
more than we should have; the camping area
stayed in pretty good shape. I do believe
that considering the crowd; much less a
mess was made than we had any right to ex
pect. It had about gotten to the point
where I thought campers were some of our
sorriest instead of best park users, but
the majority of NCHAers were pretty con
siderate of the area and other campers.

I would like to thank the
Clemson students, David Kerminiki
at Lee and Mike Ingles here at
Poinsett. They were a great help
to us. I hope they learned some
thing useful by having been with
the parks this summer.
We really enjoyed the Campfire Program presented by Archie
Hardy. I'm sure it was an ex
perience he'll not soon forget,
either. During the program we
had one of the seasonal thunder
storms and lightning ran in on
the projector.

The people came from all sections
of the country and Canada. A few that
I can recall were California, Texas,
Florida, Michigan, New York and Kansas.
One fellow from Canada promised to send
me a Canadian flag when he went home.

A warm welcome to Ronnie
Hall, our new Ranger"
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RIVERS BRIDGE - ERNIE MOBLEY
We've been quite busy here at Rivers
Bridge this year due to the increased use
by swimmers, picnickers, and visitors in
general. However, family camping has
seemed to decrease here for some reason.
The NCHA Campvention helped this some
what, we had a number of them to use our
facilities here before and after it was
over. All of them seemed to be pleased
with the facilities here and seemed to
enjoy their stay. The most common complaint
was that of being poorly marked road signs.
Swimming has increased quite a bit over
last year and we've been fortunate in
having no serious accidents.
We've had several groups to come and use
our pioneer camping facilities. This is
something that had decreased in the past
few years here and is now picking up again.
I hope the strept throat hasn't gotten around to all the system. All of my life
guards here have had it. However, I was
able to get good qualified substitutes
to carry on.
I would like to say that Mother, Stan
and I visited Huntington Beach State Park
while picking up 10 tables from Mr. Norman.
We thoroughly enjoyed the tour Mr. Norman
gave us and our short visit with he and
Mrs. Cooler.

a group of twelve boys and two counselors
from Douglasville, Georgia. They drove
from Douglasville to Winston Salem and
canoed down the Yadkin River to the
intercoastal water way to Myrtle Beach.
They belong to the Anneewakee Founda
tion and they have traveled 384 miles
by water to reach Myrtle Beach.
Flash: We finally have a new ani
mal at the park - a bear'. We also
have a peacock. There has been a ru
mor about a large bobcat roaming around the picnic shelter. It is a
shame we cannot talk Norman Cooler in
to giving us an alligator. If this
migration of animals continues the
park, maybe we can turn it into a game
refuge.
The recreation programs have been a
great success this summer, our staff
verses the campers. These softball
games have created a great deal of
interest. The staff team has com
piled a record of 16 wins and only
4 defeats. Maybe we will give the
campers a break the next time we
play. One of our new ideas met with
great success. Our first pool party
had an attendance of over two hun
dred campers. We are sorry that one
of our Clemson students - Corky
Holman - is leaving. We will miss
his fine guitar playing at our camp
fires.
Well, that is all the news for now!

MYRTLE BEACH - LAMAR HODGES
It has been a busy season at Myrtle
Beach State Park. Since the first of
July the campground has been continually
filled to capacity. We have had many
campers from as far as the West Coast
including the states of California and
Washington. We had three unusual campers
who stayed with us for a week. They were
three girls from France who traveled to
the United States to see the Appollo
Eleven blast off. They created a few
problems because they could not speak
any English. Luckily, we had a camper
with a knowledge of French to help us.
Guess what paddled in on us July 28,

The Association of Southeastern
State Park Directors will be
meeting September 7-10 in Litch
field Inn. Elsewhere there is in
the Sparkplugger an announcement
of the Superintendents Meeting which
will follow the Southeastern gathering.
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SESQUI - PEARCE THOMSON
It seems like summer should only be
about half over but here its almost the
first of August and only a month of swim
ming left. Its been a very active year
on the waterfront with several swimming
and lifesaving classes as well as a record
number of swimmers. During the first two
months of the summer our lifeguards have
had to make 49 rescues. The boys have
really been earning their money this year.
Sesqui has been extremely lucky this
year to have had Bobby Barker and Bill
Lashley from the Clemson RPA Department
to work on our staff. I don't thinjc there
are any finer two young men to be found.
Both of them have worked hard and cheer
fully at any assigned task and been even
more than energetic; if this is possible,
working on projects they have devised
when left on their own. Bill is from
Columbia, married and has a child on the
way. Bobby, from Conway, has already
left to attend Air Force ROTC Camp and
is planning on getting married August
17. There two students had a chance to
see and do everything that is done at
Sesqui from emptying garbage cans to
planning and running extremely effective
campfire programs.
One program the students organized
that has been very popular is our weekly
golf tourney. Players on our new carpet
golf course enter their scores at the
"Pro-Shop" all week. The best four men
and best four women meet in a play-off
on Saturday afternoon for the champion
ship of each division. Each of the two
winners receive two tickets to South
Carolina's outdoor drama "The Liberty
Tree".

dubbed by most of the campers who had
been there. The overflow area was
filled almost every night. People
started coming back up here before
the Convention really got started.
Most of the people were very com
plimentary about our state parks
and the way they were received in
South Carolina,
A word of welcome to Donald
Barkley who joined the Sesqui staff
as Ranger on June 9. Don has done
an excellent job so far and I feel
like he is going to be a big help
to Sesqui as the Park continues to
grow.

LITTLE PEE DEE - LAFON NORTON
They came and they came . . .
NCHA. . . members going to and from
the National Convention. Coming in
they were all excited, anticipating
the annual event. On the return
trip some were enthusiastic, others
critical of the heat, the dust and
lack of facilities. So goes it. .
not all of us find Shangri-La in
the same place, else the places we
like most would be crowded too much
for us.
Little Pee Dee State Park was
mentioned in two churches here Sun
day. In one, where the Nortons are
members, the minister's sermon was
entitled "How Do You Find Yourself"?
At one point in the sermon he stated
that a very appropriate sentiment
was displayed above the mantle in
the shelter at the Park and he quoted;
"Everybody needs beauty as well as
bread, places to play in and pray in,
where nature may heal and cheer, and
give strength to body and soul alike."
(John Muir)

Speaking of"The Liberty Tree", it
seems to be having a fairly successful
second season. I hope'that any of you
who haven't seen it, will make the effort
necessary to come to Sesqui before the
end of the current season, August 31.
It will be well worth your time.

The latest addition to our staff
is a fine 23 year old man, Bo Manning
of Latta, S.C. Bo attended Wingate
College before transferring to U.S.C.
in Columbia. He teaches Headstart
in Latta in the mornings and works
with us from 12:00 to 9:00 p.m. Despite

Last week we were overrun with
campers from the NCHA convention held
at Rocks Pond, or Dust Pond as it was
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the fact that Bo has had to undergo sur
gery several times on his hip, nothing
gets him down. He's the type that when
the world hands him a lemon, he immediate
ly opens a lemonade stand and makes'it pay.
He likes people and in turn is a favorite
with park employees and visitors alike.
One of his duties is checking in campers
and they are particularly impressed with
him. He always takes time to chat a while
and hear their day's events.

GREENWOOD - ANDREW KENNEDY
With the summer half-gone, it seems
a good time to think about the objectives
of maintaining Greenwood.

BAKER CREEK - KENNETH KOLB
I am proud to announce that
on July the 2nd at 7:30 p.m., the
power company made their last under
ground electrical connection and we
were .able to open our camping area
to campers for the first time. We
had twenty-four families camping on
who were all wel
the 4th of Julyr
come. After tents and camps were
set up and boats launched, the campers
begih to settle down to relax and en
joy themselves. With chicken, steaks
and hamburgers on the charcoal grills,
it seemed like old times.
In talking with campers, I found
that everyone marveled at how nice
our camping area was. They said that
the restrooms and showers were the
best that they had seen at any park.

Large crowds have used the picnic
shelters and tables on the week-ends
particularly. Monday is a long day of
picking up litter. I look forward to the
day when cans and bottles are obsolete.

OCONEE - BOB COTHRAN
Many of the visitors tell us they
are reading news items on P.R.T. and
they see the improvements.
A few trailers (Ohio) stopped for
the night going to Rock's Pond. Several
more stopped on way out - telling us the
park has been recommended by the first
campers. Had total of 34 N.C.H.A. fami
lies from many parts of the country and
one family from Canada.
The Saturday night camp-fire programs
under Freddie (Charlie) Parkman have been
well received. This young man is thinking
seriously of seeking PRT employment when
he graduates. He is well qualified and
would be an asset to PRT. It was with re
gret that we saw him leave.
By popular demand, we've continued
the camp-fire sing-out and games after
Freddie left.
All here at Greenwood have put in
long hours and really worked to clean
and keep the park for the visitors.

On a recent visit by former
Superintendent J.W. "Jake" Ray,
he noted that Oconee State Park is
beginning to look like it did several
years ago before the parks were closed.
He was referring to the number of peo
ple.
Attendance has really increased.
The most outstanding increase has been
in camping. Last week with the arrival
of the NCHA members we broke all re
cords. Every campsite was full and
all of those having self contained units
were assigned a place in the picnic area
or parking lots. We are still getting
a good many NCHA members who are on
their way home. It is our hope here at
Oconee that we have in some way helped
make their trip enjoyable.
We want to thank Ed Nichols and
Alec Blalock, Clemson students, who
have helped"to get our Recreation Pro
gram underway. They have completed
their 10 week summer program.

The life guards used their train
ing to revive a teen-ager who had been
rescued from drowning off #3 picnic area.
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TABLE ROCK - BOB JONES

AIKEN - AUGUST KRAJCIK
The N.C.H.A. Conventioneers started
through Aiken several days before the
convention was to begin. The one thing
everyone mentioned was our bathroon faci
lities and how they appreciated the clean
liness. It seems that cleanliness is not
prevelant in a lot of the out of state
parks. Ranger Dave Inabinet deserves a
large compliment for keeping our facili
ties in top shapfe..
We had several campfires for the re
turning conventioners. For most of them
this was their first campfire and they
were very enthusiastic. We enjoyed put
ting them on for these people who drove
hundreds of miles and for many who were
in our state for the first time. Need
less to say, we loved the compliments
payed us. We had many tell us they
would come back to see us again.
Archie Hardy camped here on the
3rd of July and took charge of the
campfire that night. He brought his
slides and this was the best campfire
program we have had. Thank you, Archie.
The campers big gripe was trying to
find the park--seems the signs are too
small and not enough of them.
We had Jack Jones from Florida
with registry #1 and another couple
with registry #7029 -- quite a spread.
The rains finally came to Aiken
State Park. It's the first time this
season that our life guards had a couple
of easy days and I've had time to get
some maintenance chores out of the way.
We expect to get our new scout
camping area cleared in the next week
or so. The Scout Executive is coming
today to give us some ideas on what the
requirements for a scout camping area
are. The scout troops in this area
have been going to Santee and Clark Hill
to camp. I invited several of the scout
leaders to look over our possibilities
for a scout camp and they said that they
didn't realize we had such a fine place
to offer for scouting activities.

A very busy season here at Table
Rock this summer has left little time
to write down all of the activities
that have taken place. Also, the old
grey matter just won't produce these
long hot days like it use to. Swim
ming and picnicking, of course, con
tinues to be the main attractions
with the day-users; but campers and
cabin occupants have thoroughly en
joyed the special programs as plan
ned and conducted by Danny Turpin
and Nick Fletcher of Clemson Univer
sity. These students got the pro
gram off to an early start and were
in high gear by the preview weekend
of May 30. The Saturday night Square
Dances that are conducted at the Ben
S, Meeks Lodge here in the park are
by far the most popular activity.
However, weekly trips to Duke Power
Company's Keowee-Toxaway project,
the Greenville City Water Work lake
on the back side of Table Rock
Mountain, plus other trips to places
like Stumphouse Mountain, Pisgah
National Forest and the Federal Fish
Hatchery conducted by Nick and Danny
have pleased the cabin groups and
campers no end. Mr. Hurley Badders
of the Pendleton District Historical
and Recreation Commission has been a
big help with his slide presentation
of the historical and recreational
features of the surrounding area.
The Sunday morning worship service
has been made possible again this
year through the cooperation of the
ministers from the local churches
in Pickens. Due to the experience
derived from last year's program plus the talents and cooperation
of the two students the recreation
and student education program here
at Table Rock has accomplished much
more this year than last. It has
been very rewarding. This program,
in my opinion, should be continued
at all cost - at least until such
time in the future when all major
parks will have a full time recrea
tion director during the summer.
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And now, how I wonder, did we get so
lucky as to have a staff like we have this
summer. SURELY THEY ARE NUMBER ONE. This
is not just my own opinion but has been
the opinion of all the many park visitors
who have come to know and appreciate them.
Let's take a minute to introduce this splen
did group; Waterfront Director Kayren
Hinkle, Lifeguards Troy Thompson, John
Porter and Mike Rodgers, Bathhouse Opera
tors Betty Jo Brucke and James Thacker,
Miniature Golf Course Operators Clay B.
Morgan and Gail F. Garvin, Camping Area
Attendant Robbie Gilbert and Concession
Operator Joyce Perry, and Rangers Marshall
Brucke and Paul Erwin.

a wonderful job while I was away.
Had a severe electrical thunder
storm here yesterday around 3:00 p.m.
When we came home from the bathhouse
late that afternoon, yes, you guessed
it
lightning had struck one of
the large popular trees in my back
yard. It looked as though a giant
had worked it over with an ax. Sure
hate to lose it but there is no doubt
about it, its gone!

PLUGS
July 22, 1969
Director
Division of Parks, Recreation
Columbia, S.C.

I am sorry but I just can't find
much to praise about our camping situation
here at Table Rock. With very limited
camping facilities plus heavy demand by
local campers we have been hard pressed
to accommodate the many NCHA members who
have visited the park.

Dear Sir;
Recently my family and I had the op
portunity of camping at Sesquicentennial State Park while I attended
the University of South Carolina,
Institute for Educational Television.

Extra activities on the 4th of July
included a greased pig chase, greasy pole
climbing contest, and a watermelon eating
contest for the kids. Peels of laughter
could be heard all over the mountainside.
We are still searching for the pig but
hope grows dim.

I wish to express my appreciation
to you and the State of South
Carolina for providing an excel
lent park facility and an out
standing staff to operate it. Mr.
Pearce Thomson and Mr. Jim Meadors
were extremely helpful and put
forth great personal effort to
make our stqy an enjoyable one.

PARIS MOUNTAIN - EDDIE MILLER
As of July 20, 1969, for the month
of July we have had 149 camp sites used,
1227 campers, 23 different states and
three from Canada represented. The ma
jority of these people were attending
the NCHA Campvention. I can hear most
of you Superintendents saying, "Well,
that's not too many'". Well, would you
believe I,don't have a camping area.
Please yoii folks in the Planning Depart
ment put me on your priority list.

Two firte young gentlemen from
Clemson, Mr. Robert Barker and Mr.
Bill Lashley, provided an excellent
campfire and recreation program
under Mr. Thomson's supervision.
A "Hats off salute" to a fine park
and an excellent staff.
Respectfully,

My wife lost her sister in Columbia
on July 2, 1969, and naturally I was with
her and had to be away from the park over
the 4th. I want to take this opportunity
to thank my son, Eddie, Jr., my two Ran
gers and all the boys and girls at the
bathhouse for joining together and doing

Ross A. Fleming
Director
Audio-Visual Dept.
Otterbein College
Westerville, Ohio
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Waughtown Baptist Church
1538 Waughtown Street
Winston-Salem, N.C. 2710/

S.C. Department of Parks,
Recreation and Tourism
Box 1358
Columbia, S.C. 29202

July 28, 1969
Mr. Robert G. Jones
Table Rock State Park
Pickens, S.C. 29671
Dear Mr. Jones:
We are writing to express our appre
ciation to you and your employees
for the interest shown to us while
we were there on our vacation this
past week.

Dear Gentlemen:
For the past several years my brotherin-law and I have taken our families to
Myrtle Beach for vacation. Being avid
fishermen, we have often fished from the
pier at Myrtle Beach State Park. This
year was no exception. Too, we enjoy
a cook-out and the facilities at the
park have not been left un-used by us.
In brief, we have enjoyed the use of
almost every facility the Park affords
except that of camping.

The pleasant attitude of everyone
made it fun for the whole family.
We thought the entire organiza
tion was run very smoothly and
well planned.
We had a wonderful time and can
hardly wait to come again to your
beautiful area.

We have been to coastal resorts in Florida,
South Carolina, and North Carolina. We
have visited many State Parks in these and
other states and feel ourselves rather well
qualified to make comparisons and to offer
opinions.
I wish to commend the State of South Caro
lina for maintaining and offering to the
public a recreational facility of the quality
of the Myrtle Beach State Park. My hat is
off in grateful salute to the personnel of
Myrtle Beach State Park. They are among the
most courteous and helpful persons I have
ever had the pleasure of meeting, and they
insure yearly the finest park of its kind
I have seen,
Paul C. Ross
Pastor
Waughtown Baptist Church
Winston-Salem, N.C.
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Sincerely,
Donald L. Corbett
110 Washington Dr.
Ladson, S.C. 29456

July 27, 1969
Division of Parks and Recreation
Columbia, South Carolina
Dear Sirs:
We are a camping family and have
been visiting various places in
South Carolina. Saturday after
noon we arrived at Aiken State
Park in the midst of pump and
well trouble. Mr. Krajcik, the
Superintendent, worked late into
the evening with his assistant,
without success, to have water
for the campers. The next morning
bright and early he made temporary
connections. The manner in which

the situation was handled was commenda
ble.
I want to take time to let you know that
you have such a person with great devo
tion assisting people and maintaining
the park. He is a wonderful credit to
your Department of Parks.
Respectfully,
Rollin J. Park

June 10, 1969
The Honorable Robert E. McNair
Governor of South Carolina
State House
Columbia, South Carolina

accident in which I cut my foot quite
badly. Although we do not know the
two lifeguards who helped my husband
and I, we would like to thank them
and commend them for their very fine
services (and strong backs)'. They
were very thoughtful and so helpful
we can never thank them enough! Just
ask them to please keep up the fine
work at one of the nicest state parks
we've ever been to. We haven't en
joyed ourselves that much in a long
time and it's nice to know that if
something does happen, there are re
liable men to help you out!
Thank you again.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Michael Macek

Dear Governor McNair:
I had the occasion during the past
week to visit one of our State's
finest recreational facilities Oconee State Park. Mr. Bob Cothran,
Park Superintendent, should certain
ly be commended on the fine job and
manner in which he represents the
State of South Carolina. The facility
and program are certainly a great com
plement to the Parks and Recreation
Department.
We are taking the liberty to extend to
our employees Mr. Cothran's invitation
to visit Oconee State Park and hope our
employees will take advantage of the area.

Bernard L. Lee
23 Cherokee Drive
Walhalla, S.C.
Dear Sir:
The Walhalla Garden Club had a plea
sant afternoon June 18th at a picnic
at the Oconee State Park.
Thank you for your courtesy to us.
The park is well kept, clean and
safe for all ages to enjoy.
Sincerely,

Yours very truly,

Mrs. Bernard Lee
Secretary

THE SINGER COMPANY
Motor Products Division
G.B. Eaton
Director of Industrial
Relations

June 30, 1969
Myrtle Beach State Park
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina
Dear Sir:
On Sunday, June 29, I met with an

Rock Hill, S.C.
May 29, 1969
Mr. Donald McSween
Department of Parks
Columbia, S.C.
Dear Sir:
My husband and I started camping last
year and our first camp was Kings
Mountain. Since then we have been in

a good many camps but none of them can
come up to the cleanliness (at all times)
of Kings Mountain, and the friendliness
of Mr. and Mrs. Timms can't be surpassed.
They walk the extra mile to make your
stay a pleasant one. I'm a firm believer
in giving people flowers while they can
smell them, that's why we wanted you to
know how we feel about Kings Mountain
Campground and especially the "Timms"
as he superintends the cleaning (and does
lots of it himself) of the rest areas and
the grounds generally.
Yours Truly,
Mr. and Mrs. W.H. Rast

P.O. Box 2975CRS
Rock Hill, S.C.
May 7, 1969
Mr. Donald McSween
Dept. of Parks, Recreation and Tourism
P.O. Box 1358
Columbia, S.C. 29202
Dear Sir:
As native South Carolinians and camp
ing enthusiast, let us begin by saying
how proud we are of our system of state
parks. We have camped throughout South
Carolina and several of our neighboring
states and have never been in a park any
nicer from the standpoint of natural beau
ty and proper management than our near
by Chester State Park . . . .
Sincerely,

4 Avellino Drive
Fort Bragg, N.C.
May 24, 1969

Marion C. Lewis
M. Gene Farris

South Carolina Division of Parks
Columbia, S.C.
First Baptist Church
Belton, S.C.
June 24, 1969

Gentlemen:
I would like to commend the State Park
System and especially Ranger Ned. 0.
Brown and the employees at Huntington
Beach State Park.

Mr. Don McSween
Director of State Parks
P.O. Box 1358
Columbia, S.C.

We have parked our trailer at this park
for several weekends and have been ex
tremely impressed with the way the faci
lities are kept, even under the most
crowded of conditions. The grounds are
always neat, and in a natural way are
kept well groomed. The rest rooms and
shower facilities are kept very clean.
There is always someone around to ex
tend advice and service as required.

Dear Sir:
On June 7, 1969, I took a group of
young people from the First Baptist
Church of Belton to Table Rock State
Park. I would like to inform you that
we found everything in excellent con
dition.

Thank you for many enjoyable days.

The facilities such as the picnic
shelter and rest rooms were unusually
clean and neat. The lifeguards and
other personnel were courteous and
helpful.

Sincerely yours,
Rodger W. Ave
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Thanks to you and your department for
giving the public an opportunity to enjoy
their visits to the state parks.

June 30, 1969
Mr. R.G. Jones
Superintendent
Table Rock State Park
Pickens, S.C.

Sincerely,
Robert E. Burks
Administrative Asst.

Dear Mr. Jones:
I am writing to thank you for making
our visit to Table Rock so enjoyable.
You and your entire staff are to be
commended for the exceptional efforts
that have been made (and continue to
be made), and providing for a full and
well-balanced program of activities
for park visitors. Also, I think you
and your people do a marvelous job in
keeping your facilities so neat and
attractive. Our entire family had a
marvelous time, which we owe, in large
part to the nice people that work with
you

112 Strode Circle
Clemson, S.C. 29631
May 26, 1969
Mr. Donald M. McSween
Director
State Parks & Recreation
Box 1358
Columbia, S.C.
Dear Mr. McSween:
I am just back from a week of vacation
and much of the time was spent in or
near Huntington Beach State Park. I
feel particularly close to this faci
lity as I knew the area before it be
came a State Park and also knew Superin
tendent Norman Cooler before he was as
signed to develop the area.

Sincerely,
Lane J. Bonner, Jr.
Director of Marketing

July 7, 1969

He has done a wonderful job in organi
zing and supervising the development
and operation of this park. With his
many years of experience in this work,
his good judgement and his ability to
work with people, he is obviously one
of your best park superintendents.
It has been my pleasure to know several
of these folks and they are all fine
fellows with a devotion to their work
and to the organization they serve.

Mr. Donald M. McSween
State Park Director
S.C. Dept. of Parks, Recreation & Tourism
P.O. Box 1358
Columbia, S.C.
Dear Sir:
We want to tell you how much we enjoyed
our stay at Rivers Bridge State Park.
The facilities were excellent, the
children enjoyed the swimming pool,
and the superintendent is doing a good
job in both maintenance and public re
lations.

South Carolina can be proud of their
State Parks and it is gratifying to
see the number being expanded and the
improvements being made in the older
parks

If all South Carolina State Parks are
like Rivers Bridge, we expect to en
joy visits to others in the near future.

Very truly yours,
W. J. Barker

Yours truly,
Mrs. Carl A. Sims
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You are to be commended for such an
excellent park. We found everything
to our liking and were most impressed
at the cleanliness of the park. I
realize you don't have the most mo
dern of facilities, but everything
seemed to be in ship-shape order.

July 10, 1969
Director of State Parks
Columbia, S„C„
Dear Sir:
I spent a part of last week in the
Rivers Bridge State Park.

Too, I know you must be pleased with
your entire staff. Camp Manager West
particularly impressed us at the end
of a long, hot day and was most cor
dial to everyone at a time I proba
bly would be cussing!

First let me say that the new park is
one of the finest anywhere. I have
traveled in some 35-40 states.
Saturday night after closing the pool
and tending to other park business,
your Park Manager, Mr. Mobley, found he
had several campers from out of state
and told them of the museum. He then
hiked over to the museum with a good
number, opened it and spent over an
hour with them.

Keep up the good work, and best wishes
for a continued successful season.
Cordially,
Hurley E. Badders
Director

Mr. Mobley did a very nice thing and
is doing a fine job selling South
Carolina.

July 27, 1969

Just thought I would let you know the
fine job this young man is doing. I
feel sure you want to hear these things.

S.C. Dept. of Parks
P.O. Box 1358
Columbia, S.C.

Regards,

Dear Sirs:

H. V. Smith
1125 Remount
Nichers, S.C.

Both my husband and I would like you
to know how much our family enjoyed
spending the week of July 7 to 14,
1969, at Table Rock State Park, and
intend to return in the near future.
This being our first time up there,
we didn't know what to expect. We
found the cabin comfortable and clean.

Pendleton District
Historical and Recrea
tion Commission
Pendleton, S.C.
July 21, 1969

We have nothing but praise for your
park. Mr. Jones, the Superintendent,
does an excellent job with his per
sonnel running the park. They make
all the guests feel at ease with
their gentle greetings. Mr. Marshall
Burke with his crew were efficient,
kind, helpful and courteous at all
times. Also, Mr. Nick Fletcher, the
Recreation Director, had a wonderful
program for everyone to participate
in, no matter what the age.

Superintendent Lamar Hodges
Myrtle Beach State Park
Myrtle Beach, S.C.
Dear Lamar:
Last week was one of the most enjoyable
we ever spent, and the facilities at
Myrtle Beach State Park had a lot to do
with it.
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235 Belleville St,
New Orleans, Louisiana
August 8, 1969

Its delightful in this day and age to
see a public place run in such an or
derly manner. The young lifeguards
did their job well keeping everyone
happy at the lake.

Donald M. McSween, Director
State Parks and Recreation
P.O. Box 1358
Columbia, S.C.

We found that the guests at the cabins
were all nice wholesome family people
who cared what their children did. We
made friends with several families
which we will keep in touch by mail
until we meet again.

Dear Mr. McSween:
Having been avid campers for a number
of years we are persons who recognize
and appreciate well planned and ef
ficiently operated parks. It is my
pleasure to write and tell you of
just such a park in your system.

We are grateful to be able to get a
cabin at Table Rock this year. It's
been a good wholesome vacation for
our whole family. Thank you again.

After leaving the National Campers
and Hikers Convention at Rocks Pond,
and I might add that this departure
was premature, we spent a most de
lightful time at Little Pee Dee
State Park. In fact we enjoyed
ourselves so much that we considered
this stay the high spot of our en
tire trip, which covered some 3000
miles, and would like nothing more
than to return for a longer stay.

Very truly yours',
Mrs. Arthur Scharr
6441 Harding St.
Hollywood, Fla.

2201 Third Ave.
Altoona, Pa.
July 27, 1969

The well planned, well maintained,
clean grounds made camping a pleasure
and the hospitality shown by Superin
tendent Norton, Ranger Calder and the
entire park staff made it seem as if
these people existed simply to see
to the comfort and enjoyment of others.
You are fortunate indeed to have such
persons on your staff.

Dear Sirs:
I am writing this to express my ap
preciation about the consideration
and thoughtfulness of the staff at
Lee State Park. The superintendent,
Wayne Timms and his staff of two girls
and three boys were very kind to us.
We had car trouble on the way to the
NCHA Campvention in Rocks Pond. Our
car was in a garage in Timmomsville.
We had a truck pull us out to the
park. There, everybody made us feel
at home.

My congratulations for having in your
system one of the most delightful
parks I have ever stayed in.
Very truly yours,
Elmon F. Randolph

One boy drove my husband to the garage
which was a distance of twenty-four miles.
Another boy took me and my grandchildren
back and forth from the pool since I am
asthmatic and couldn't take the long walk.
They were wonderful and I hope you realize
what fine people you have working for your
state. I appreciate their "Southern Hos
pitality."
Sincerely yours,

1457 Huron St.
Metairie, La.
Donald M. McSween
Director of State Parks
P.O. Box 1358
Columbia, S.C.
Dear Sir:

Mrs. LeRoy Eyler
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I would like to state that this is the

Both Jackson and Manning during our stay
did everything possible to make us feel
wanted and for us to have a good time.

first time in my life that I have taken
the time to write a letter of commendation
for people in public service, however, I
feel that I would be remissed in my duty
as a visitor to your state if I did not
take this opportunity to express my grati
tude for the hospitality myself and my
family received at your Little Pee Dee
State Park,

There were other park personnel, such
as the lifeguards, the lady who handled
the Concession Stand, and the boats.
To explain the hospitality that we re
ceived, let me relate an incident.
As we approached the swimming area,
the lifeguard who was acting as ticket
taker at this time had in his hand a
melon which he was about to cut. As
the melon looked so delicious, I told
him in jest that it looked good, how
about a piece. With this, he immediate
ly handed me the melon with happiness
showing in his face, stating , "hefe
take this,, I get a lot of them." His
sincerity in offering his melon which
was evidently his lunch was not only
heart warming but left me in an em
barrassing situation, having to tell
him I was just kidding. What more
could any man ask from another, than
to receive or be offered the food from
his mouth.

We had just left the NCHA Campvention
early with to say the least a very bad
taste, and was driving north towards
Virginia, when at random from a state
map we saw that Little Pee Dee State
Park would be the only feasible place
to camp that evening. Not without a
little disgust did we head in this di
rection. From this point on our out
look on South Carolina changed com
pletely.
On arrival at the entrance of Little
Pee Dee the evidence of care was ap
parent, and this was substantiated as
we proceeded into the park. Following
the signs which are self explanatory,
and sensibly placed, we proceeded into
the park and pulled into a site and set
up our tent camper. We found the site
in spic & span condition freshly raked,
the barbecue pit clean, and the entire
area pleasing to the eye. A check of
bath rooms proved them to be in excel
lent condition throughout our four day
stay.

In closing let me thank all of the
personnel at the Little Pee Dee State
Park for our happy stay, which they
made possible.
Hoping to visit your state soon
again.
Sincerely,

We decided at this time to discontinue
our trip at present, and stay in this
camp ground due to the pleasant sur
roundings and the nice park personnel
that we encountered. During our stay
we found the reasons that this was such
a beautiful park. It begins at the top
with Superintendent Norton, who evident
ly runs a very tight ship. We found that
his assistants both respect him and carry
out his orders to the letter. Ranger H.
Calden was industrious both as a super
visor and as a worker. His personality
was both businesslike and pleasant. The
Assistants Wayne Jackson and R. Manning
were also industrious and outstanding
in public relations.

Captain Edward Laporte

A

small portion of fine

letters received in Central
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