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Dimt(m) Quito 
Donald M. McSween, Director 

DIVISION OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

It has been a most rewarding and pleasant experience for me during the 
last several weeks to visit practically all of our parks and historical sites. 

This "tour" was deliberately scheduled for the period in which it was 
accomplished so that I could see for myself just how ready we are for the 
opening of our heavy-use park season. 

It makes me proud of our system, and even prouder of our personnel, that 
I have yet to visit an area of which I was ashamed. Even those areas where 
the vagaries of Mother Nature dealt us severe and crippling blows this winter 
now appear to be in remarkably good shape when the seriousness of these damages 
is taken into consideration. 

Visitors from other states who are familar with park systems are immediately 
struck by the generally neat and clean appearance of out, areas. Admittedly, we 
are woefully short on many facilities, but these are planned and on the way 
- and on many parks evidenceJof their construction is aTfpady visible. 

I congratulate all those involved for bringing our parks to such a peak of 
readiness for the opening and I am certain that our Superintendents and those 
on their staffs will see that this commendable state of aff&irs continues, 

In my visits, I nev 
of our park personnel. 

se to be amazed at the in; ity and inventiveness 

For example, my face was considerably reddened recently when I fell prey 
to a problem which has confronted many motorists. I locked my car in a town 
far removed from Columbia - with the key in the ignition switch. 

My companion was one of our fine field personnel and this estimable 
gentlemen neither became excited nor batted an eye at our predicament. 
Instead, he hastended to a nearby business where he borrowed a coat hanger, 
came back out in the process of straightening it out and adding a loop to 
one end, and with the skill and dexterity of a true professional in this rather 
specialized field, ran his contrivance through the window vent and around the 
knob. In no time at all, and to the applause of several townspeople who had 
gathered, he had "jimmied" the door open and we were on our way. 

(Continued on page 18) 
-1-



COVER PICTURE 

Governor Robert E„ McNair (right) 
and USC Coach Paul Dietzel provide the 
interesting SPARKPLUGGER cover for the 
May issue. The inspection of the park, 
feeding the swans and pedal boating ac
tually brought to mind many happy ex
periences from the past for the Gover
nor. Mrs. McNair recalled that she and 
the Governor found Sesquicentennial State 
Park a happy setting for much of their 
courtship during his years at law schools 

will be. assigned without charge on 
a first-come-first-serve basis; park 
cabins, previously assigned by draw
ing, will not be offered free during 
the weekend. 

"I especially appreciate the en
dorsement given the STATE PARK PRE
VIEW WEEKEND by Governor Robert E. 
McNair. The Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism is actively 
encouraging South Carolinians to en
joy the facilities of each park in 
the system across the 1969 season." 

1969 SEASON FOR PARKS 
COMMISSION' S LETTER 

J ames McNair 

With the Park Superintendents and 
Rangers, working over-time in applying 
the finishing touches to the State Parks, 
the 1969 season will officially open 
with the STATE PARK PREVIEW WEEKEND May 
30 - June 1. 

Mountain hiking, bird watching, 
walking nature trails, feeding grace
ful, white swans, riding pedal boats, 
camping in the hillcountry and swim
ming in the Atlantic Ocean these 
will be some of the many and varied 
activities attracting South Caroli
nians to their state parks. The 
STATE PARK PREVIEW WEEKEND is de
signed to give all citizens an op
portunity to see at close-range the 
facilities and directed recreational 
experience in the offing across the 
summer months. 

Donald M. McSween, Director of 
the Division of State Parks and re
creation, said: "I hope large num
bers of people in South Carolina 
will visit and use their State Parks 
during the STATE PARK PREVIEW WEEK
END which will begin at 3:00 P. M. 
on May 30 and conclude at park closing 
time on June 1, 1969. Use of the Park 
facilities will be free during this 
period with the following exceptions: 
the usual charges will be made for 
commercially dispensed commodities; 
use of the pedal boats will be lim
ited to 30 minutes; golf will be lim
ited to one 18-hole round; campsites 

The State Parks Preview Weekend 
marks the beginning of what I believe 
will be a full and expanded season for 
the Division of Parks and Recreation. 
By virtue of their several responsibi
lities all of the Commissioners of the 
Department of Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism have taken a long hard look 
at the Parks System to evaluate what 
we have with a view of determining 
what we may and should attempt to 
accomplish in this entire area of 
parks operation and recreation. 

South Carolina, for all of its 
resources of people, climate, govern
ment and other factors, has experienced 
unusual success in attracting diversi
fied industry to the State. The rising 
income of individual citizens has been 
matched by longer paid vacations and 
greater leisure which may be utilized 
in a variety of recreational activities. 
With the advent of easy and reliable 
transportation all South Carolinians 
are provided ready access to more than 
one State Park. 

We are presently engaged in a 
sound program of development in the 
Parks System with the objective of 
meeting better the recreational needs 
of our people. With parklands of ex
ceptional high quality, reaching from 
the mountain areas to the ocean, we 
will ultimately be classed among the 
best in the nation. Our construction 
program has already been initiated and 
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those efforts will become increas
ingly visible to the park visitor. 

It is my opinion that the new 
and improved facilities we antici
pate will increase the use-level of 
the parks by a considerable degree. 
Once we move into the area of making 
our State Parks more attractive to 
the South Carolinians of all age 
groups, we shall also count many more 
out-of-state visitors in the annual 
reports of the Parks and Recreation 
Division. We believe that our own 
people will discover many rich and 
rewarding experiences on our parks 
and that more and more tourists will 
come to make South Carolina their 
vacation destination. In both cases 
South Carolina will have gained much. 

PARK CONSTRUCTION 

Soon after the capital improve
ments bond issue cleared the courts, 
a special section was set up under 
the Directorate and charged with the 
responsibility of co-ordinating the 
construction activities on the State 
Parks System. Ray Sisk, who was 
serving as Assistant to the Director 
of Parks and Recreation for Mainte
nance, was transferred to the new 
assignment. 

Sisk, drawing upon long years 
of experience on the parks, began 
organizing the improvements pro
gram with a view of handling park 
problems falling in the category 
of emergencies. Many wells had 
to be replaced with casings of lar
ger diameter and bored to greater 
depths. Contracts were let for 
placing on standard the wiring on 
the parks, including cabins. Steps 
were taken to winterize the cabins 
to extend the season of their us
ability. 

The Construction Co-ordinator 
will be riding herd on the erection 

of the new facilities, designed to be
gin placing South Carolina State Parks 
in a more favorable position with the 
system of other states over the nation. 
Much of the initial construction will 
be in the area of the basic services 
and will not, generally, be visible to 
the eye of the park visitors. Nonethe
less, with each passing week and month 
more above-ground improvement will be
come discernible even to the casual 
park user. 

Within recent weeks construction 
work was begun on the central ware
house near 1-20 and Alpine Road. This 
much needed facility will enable Fur-
chasing of the Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism to buy in lar
ger quantities at lower cost. It will 
also facilitate speedier delivery of 
the wide variety of items required for 
the operation of the individual parks 
over South Carolina. 

Mrs. Pearl Geddens is the capa
ble secretary to Ray Sisk, helping him 
clear the mountain of paperwork neces
sary for the construction program. To
gether they are assigned the responsi
bility of assuring the State that it re
ceives its dollar-value for the $6.25 
million improvement program. They also 
render the vital service of co-ordi
nating the program with the Division of 
Parks and Recreation and Planning and 
Development. 

EDITORIAL 

This issue of the SPARKPLUGGER 
immediately precedes the opening of 
the 1969 season for South Carolina 
State Parks. Much of its content is 
geared to the STATE PARK PREVIEW 
WEEKEND, which marks the opening of 
that season in an unusual manner. 
It is hoped that the free weekend will 
be widely utilized by citizens over 
the state. It is the desire of the 
Division of Parks and Recreation to 
foster frequent use of the facilities 
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by the public. 

Everyone in the Division has had 
ample reason to become enthusiastic 
and excited as Parks approaches this 
season. At present there are some 
forty construction projects underway 
over the system. The visitor will 
not be able to see an end-product of 
many of these projects, as they are 
in the category of new deep wells, 
water mains and other basic park ser
vices. Nonetheless, with each pas
sing month more and more construction 
will take the form of new rest sta
tions, campsites and other modern 
facilities. 

It is appropriate to expend 
even greater effort to encourage 
park-use at the very time the cap
ital improvements funding is making 
its effect known over the system. 
At such time as more bulletinboard 
space becomes available and that 
is not in the too distant future---
the Information and Education Officer 
anticipates listing on every park all 
current construction projects. 

THE STATE PARKS PREVIEW WEEKEND 
is far more than just another opening 
and a new season for the Division of 
Parks and Recreation; on May 30 - June 
1 the Department of Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism will find itself in a new 
ball game. 

FUNNY BONE 

A man took his dog down to the 
vet to have him pruned. When he went 
back to pick up the pet, he discovered 
the vet had left some two inches of 
tail on the animal. He, in an agi
tated manner, said, "I am going to 
leave Butch with you and I want you 
to cut all of his tail off. My 
mother-in-law is coming and I don't 
want her to see the first sign of 
welcome when she gets to my house!" 

PRT HEADLINERS 

ADDITION TO PRT 

John E. Mann, a 1969 gradu
ate of Clemson University, has 
come aboard Planning and Develop
ment as a consultant in the field 
of recreation and presentations. 
John's major was recreation and 
park administration. He took his 
minor in architecture. It is ob
vious that these two areas of 
training qualify him for making 
the unusual contribution to Plan
ning and Development. 

The Mann's are living at 
3905 Forest Drive, Apartment C, 
Columbia, South Carolina. Mr. 
and Mrs. Mann have a "little 
Mann" aged five months and 
named Sean Tavis Mann. 

P & R SWANS BECOME PARENTS 

Following weeks of floor-
walking Superintendent Pearce 
Thomson of Sesquicentennial 
State Park announced the hatching 
of quadruplets to the white 
European Mute Swans. The event 
was unobserved and unknown until 
Mrs. Swan came sailing down into 
the open lake with four downy 
cygnets following in her wake. 

In this issue is a picture 
of Mr. Swan just prior to the 
arrival of the young. Under the 
title, "A Swan Discovers Spring, 
Too," he is shown protecting the 
nest, forcing the Australian swans 
and mallard duck to navigate far 
around the nest. With wings spread 
and neck back, Mr. Swan assumed his 
fighting posture. 

The cygnets (baby swans) have 
been taken from their mother and 
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will be hand-fed and hand-raised. 
Mrs. Thomson confesses that her 
husband is extremely proud of the 
cygnets. "Pearce," she said, 
"was more excited than when his 
children came along." Indeed, 
a cygnet is seldom placed in a 
kinder hand'. 

PICTURE STORY 

With the State Parks Preview 
Weekend upcoming, the Sparkplugger 
has gone to press with a set of 
photographs designed to illustrate 
some of the interesting features 
and activities to be found on the 
South Carolina State Parks. As 
the neg file is expanded all of 
the parks will be featured from 
time to time in future issues. 

CAMP FOR RETARDED. . . . 

Camp Spearhead for mentally 
retarded children will open June 
16 at Paris Mountain State Park, 
Mrs. J. Ben Stone, President of 
the Greenville Association for 
Retarded Children, said Thursday. 

FUNNY BONE 

The following exchange of 
notes is said to have taken place 
between Governor William B. Giles, 
of Virginia, and Patrick Henry: 

"Sir, I understand that you 
have called me a bob-tail politi
cian. I wish to know if it be 
true; and if true, your meaning. 

To which Henry replied: 

"Sir, I do not recollect 
having called you a bob-tail 
politician at any time, but 
think probably I have. Not 
recollecting the time or occasion, 
1 can't say what I did mean; but if 
you will tell me what you think I 
meant, I will say whether you are 
correct or not." 

Recreation IGNITION' POINTS 

Archie Hardy, III 
STUDENTS LEARN ON STATE PARKS 

Seventeen college students are 
now in place at twelve parks. They 
will be with us for at least ten 
weeks to complete requirements for 
their college degrees. While with 
us they will be exposed to experiences 
in recreation, interpretation, admin-
stration, maintenance and operations. 
They will be directed by the park 
superintendent and will be treated 
as members of the park's summer staff. 

The students and the parks to 
which they are assigned are: Aiken-
Jack Stroud, Cheraw-Ed Estridge, 
Larry Knight, Greenwood-Freddie 
Packman, Hunting Island-Mike LeGrand, 
Kings Mountain-Joe Hambright, Lee-
David Kormaniki, Myrtle Beach-Frank 
Holman, Steve Sholl, Oconee-Alec 
Blalock, Edwin Nichols, Poinsett-
Mike Ingles, Sadlers Creek-Crawford 
Keese, Sesqui-Bobby Barker, Bill 
Lashley, Table Rock-Nick Fletcher, 
Danny Turpin. 

FISHING CONTEST 

Several superintendents have 
reported nice catches being regis
tered on their parks. If your par
ticipation is slow, perhaps your 
publicity is lacking. Ask a local 
sportswriter to come out and try 
his hand at catching that big one 
you've seen. He may give you that 
boost in attendance you've looked 
for this spring. Remember that 
park personnel and those families 
that live on the park are not 
eligible for awards. 

NEW FORMS OF RECREATION 

Three miniature golf courses 
have now been completed at Sesqui, 
Greenwood and Santee. We hope to 
install courses at Table Rock and 
Oconee by June, too. 
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Timberform play equipment is 
currently being installed at Sesqui 
and should be a popular addition to 
this busy park. Timberform is a new 
trend in play equipment in that is 
is made of wood instead of metal or 
fiberglass. The complex at Sesqui 
will demonstrate the varied com
ponents that are being considered 
for other parks through the bond 
issue improvements. 

Water sliding boards have been 
ordered for four parks. These will 
be installed in shallow water, hope
fully in time for this seasonl They 
will be placed at Aiken, Barnwell, 
Lee and Santee. 

Speaking of Santee, Dr. David 
Rembert of the University of South 
Carolina Biology Department has re
cently identified the trail that 
Superintendent JimRinehart, with 
the help of the Mainstream Crew, 
completed recently. It is hoped 
that the self-guiding booklets will 
be available for the trail early 
this summer. 

Barnwell's Dogwood Nature 
Trail booklet was delivered to 
Superintendent Bea Ross just last 
week, and we hope to publish the 
one for Aiken, soon. 

FUNNY BONE 

The hostess had served the guest 
such weak coffee he could see the 
bottom of the cup after he had 
cremed and sugared it. Since it 
was a cloudy day, and to make con
versation, she looked out of the 
window and said, "It looks like 
rain." The guest took a sip from 
the cup and added,"Yes, but it 
tastes like coffee." 

"PARK MAN" 

Who is the man all clad in blues, 
Wide brim hat and fresh shined 
shoes? 

Across the state he looks the same, 
Though everyone calls him a dif
ferent name. 
Say Ranger or Warden and he will 
look. 

Sometimes he is called every name 
in the book. 

Although his badge is made of tin, 
Don't argue with him, he'll always 
win. 
He is a friend of the birds and 
flowers 

And he quite often works very long 
hours. 
Over the trails he frequently walks 
And charms the children with his 
talks. 

Some people come with evil intent 
But never fear-they won't make a 
dent. 

All the new ones are a sight to 
behold, 

But after a few seasons they, too, 
will be old. 

Joe F. Watson 
(Bard of State Parks) 

S P A R K S  

AIKEN - LAMAR HODGES 

Hello again from Aiken: 

Finally got a little news and 
thought we would send this in. 

During the past month we had the 
Dirt Dobbers Camping Club from 
Columbia. We had to hold on to 
our heads because they were 
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Governor Wins in State Park Pedal Boat . . 
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Golfing at Greenwood, Sesqui and Santee State Parks 



trying to roll them over the in
crease in our prices. This camp-
out was the largest club camp-out 
they have had this year. There 
were fourteen camping families that 
attended. On Saturday during their 
covered-dish supper, they fed over 
eighty people. While the Dirt Dob-
bers say they leave a place better 
than they found it, I found all my 
picnic tables, that I so gracious
ly let them move, in the place where 
they left them which was not where 
they got them, but all in all we 
did enjoy their club and had a big 
camp fire with Archie Hardy leading 
the singing. A good time was had 
by all. 

Also on this weekend we had a 
group of riders from Johnston who 
rode their horses all day long to 
get here. Of course, when they 
arrived, they were so sore they 
could not sit down; they are their 
supper standing up. These people 
have expressed a desire for some 
horse riding trails in our State 
Park. We hope to be able to ful
fill these needs. The horsemen 
and the camping club seemed to 
get along very well. The campers 
while in their luxurious campers 
sat and watched the horsemen rough 
it in their tents; it was quite 
cold not to have any heat. 

I hope you people are having 
better luck with your fishing con
tests than I am. We have gotten 
publicity in the Aiken paper and 
have some reels donated from a 
local hardware store. 

Enjoyed meeting all of you at the 
last meeting and hope to see you 
all again next time. 

GREENWOOD - DREW KENNEDY 

The green is blossoming out 
here at Greenwood along with the 
Dogwoods and Wisteria. It surely 
is a beautiful sight. 

We have a steady increase in 
the camp ground. Easter Weekend 
was a full house and the '69 sea
son looks promising. 

The fish haven't really be
gun to bite yet this spring. One 
man caught a 5% lb. large mouth 
bass. He became our first offi
cial entry in the fishing contest. 

If the rest of South Caro
lina got as much rain as we did 
here, it's a wonder we didn't 
all sink. The lake rose fast 
and several of the camp sites 
are under water. 

Greenwood can lay claim to 
having a zoo - maybe not in an 
appropriate habitat. A family 
camped throughout the rains. 
The first morning the sun was 
out, one of the women found a 
black snake curled around one 
of the commodes as she entered 
the restroom. 

MYRTLE BEACH - TED BARBIE 

It was like the 4th of July 
down here during the Easter week
end. The Park was crowded and 
the camping area filled to capa
city on Saturday, April 5th. 
Since then the crowds have leveled 
off but we expect good weekends 
until school is out. 

The pier is open and the 
Whiting, Trout and Founder have 
begun to bite. A 2\ lb. Sturgeon 
was caught on the pier on April 
8th. In talking to all the other 
pier managers, this is an all time 
first of a Sturgeon being caught 
from a fishing pier. Compliments 
are really coming in on the new 
improvements made in the pier 
concession during the winter. 

Another first happened in the 
Park on April 6th. At 2:00 a.m., 
Mrs. Richard C. Walters was rushed 
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FUN FEEDING THE BIRDS 

Sesquicentennial  State Park,  South Carol ina 



from the camping area to the 
Ocean View Memorial Hospital 
where she gave birth to a 7% 
lb. boy. 

We were fortunate in having 
Mr. Ben Bolen, Commissioner of 
the Virginia Park System, as a 
guest in one of our cabins during 
the weekend of April 3rd to the 
6th. Mr. Bolen seemed very im
pressed with our operation. 

Other distinguished visi
tors were Mr. Phillip D. Sasser, 
a member of the House of Repre
sentatives for Horry County and 
Mr. Dwight Holder, Chairman of 
the Commission. 

Regretfully, this will be 
the last News Letter submitted 
by me as I have accepted a posi
tion with a sporting goods out
fit and will terminate my job 
with the State on May 1st 1969. 
I treasure very dearly the 
friendship of those of you 
whom I have been so closely as
sociated with during the past 
fourteen years. I'll still be 
living in Myrtle Beach at 801, 
44th Avenue Ext. North, Myrtle 
Beach, S.C. I will welcome a 
visit by all of you, when in this 
area. 

My sincere thanks and ap
preciation are extended to those 
of you in Myrtle Beach State Park 
who under my supervision have so 
faithfully and devotedly, stood by 
and put up with me during the past 
several years. Without your help 
this Park would not be what it is 
today. 

Heres hoping that all of you 
will keep in touch with me as I'll 
still feel a close relationship with 
you for years to come. 

PARIS MOUNTAIN - EDDIE MILLER 

Three Easter Sunrise Services 
were held at Paris Mountain this 
year. Southside Baptist Church 
at the Amphitheater, Monagham 
Baptist Church at Shelter No. 3 
and Riverside Church of God at 
Sulphur Springs. The weather 
was rather chilly and rainy Easter 
Morning, but all three groups had 
real nice crowds. 

Enjoyed seeing all of my old 
and new friends and also being 
given the "know" as to what is 
ahead in planning and operation 
of our system at our meeting in 
Columbia April 7, 1969. 

Thanks everyone for asking 
about and writing to our son, 
Bobby, in Vietnam. He writes 
that he is o.k. and to tell 
everyone that he can't express 
his appreciation enough for your 
letters. They have meant much to 
him. He also says to please for
give him for not answering as he 
has very little free time but 
some day he intends to answer you 
all. 

I would like to make a point 
that we all know but seldom is 
made mention of,OUR WIVES. What 
would we do without them? I dare 
venture to say that no -park in our 
system could operate properly with
out them. They are on the gun all 
day long, answering telephone calls, 
making reservations, answering ques
tions, etc. 

What would we do without them? 
Trying to explain reasons for this 
and that, calming down a disgruntled 
camper. What would we do without 
them? No, we do not have a reser
vation for your reunion, it must 
be at Table Rock. Would you like 
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for me to call and check for 
you? What would we do with
out them? I'm sorry the first 
aid room is closed but bring 
your child in (she has Red 
Cross First Aid) and I will 
bandage him up until you can 
get him to a doctor. What 
would we do without them? 
Is this your little puppy? 
It must have gotten lost 
while you were hiking. What 
would we do without them? 
Don't cry little girl, the 
Ranger will find your Mommy 
and Daddy. What would we 
do without them? Yes, I 
have some information a-
bout our other parks but 
really wouldn't you rather 
stay at the best? What 
would we do without them? 
A call at 10 p.m. from a 
fisherman wanting in at 5 
a.m. with a boat and bait 
waiting for him, a child 
lost on the trail and an
xious parents, friends and 
the press on the phone. 
What would we do without 
them? A tired park superin
tendent after a long hard day 
falling into his favorite chair 
and calling, "Honey, how about 
a cup of coffee." What'. I I'm 
not on your ole cotton pickin 
payroll, fix it yourself. What 
would we do without them? 

Anyone that has not seen 
the spring issue 1969 of the 
S.C. State Service Magazine, 
please do so. We here at Paris 
Mountain are very proud of the 
fact that a picture of our Lake 
Placid was selected for its cover, 
also one of the lead stories in 
this issue is about our park sys
tem. Very interesting reading. 

Thoughts to ponder. . . . 
Vented shoes for summer wear. 
Check out time and also park 
closing hours on campers receipt. 

Instead of issuing each camper a Park 
Guest Ticket for free swimming, why 
not let him use his camping receipt? 
The receipt is better still as it 
shows the number in his party. Could 
this be made policy? 

With the mowing season on top 
of us, I noticed the below listed 
set of safety rules for power mowers 
in the last issue of Argosy magazine. 
Since all the employees of the park 
get an issue of "Sandlapper", please 
read and heed. 
1. Learn your mower. In order to 
know your particular mower, you must 
read the manual before you use it and 
understand all it says. One of the 
first things you must know is how 
to shut off the mower, or if it is 
a tractor mower, how to stop it 
quickly. 
2- Clear lawn of foreign objects. 
A small stone can become a deadly 
missile under the blade of a mower. 
Be sure your lawn is clean. 
3. Clear area of children and pets. 
Small fry and animals are always in 
danger of being hit by objects hurled 
from the mower and even of being run 
over by the machine. 
4. Keep feet and hands clear of 
discharge chute. This is the place 
where a great deal of mowing ac
cidents occur. 
5. Wear proper clothing-no shorts 
or bare feet. Shoes and trouser 
legs help protect your feet and 
shins. 
6. Stop engine and disconnect 
spark plugs before making repairs. 
There is always a danger of the 
engine's starting up. 
7. Don't refuel hot or running 
engine. The gasoline may ignite 
and cause a fire. 
8. Don't allow children to 
operate power mower. This is 
an absolute must; kids simply 
don't know the danger of a 
power mower. 
9. Maintain your mower in top 
condition. You must keep your 
machine running well in order 
to prevent accidents. 
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10. Push, don't pull, your mower. 
Always work facing the machine and 
don't pull it towards you. 
11. Mow steep slopes sideways. 
Don't go directly up a slope or 
down one. The mower may fall back 
on you, or it may get away from you 
and hurt someone down the hill. 
12. Don't carry riders. They may 
fall off and be seriously hurt. 
13. Look behind while you're backing. 
You may pin someone beneath the 
wheels. 
14. Exercise caution with riding 
mowers on steep terrain. The mower 
may topple over on top of you and 
pin you beneath it. 
15. Mainly, the first tip is as 
important as any of the rest: Be 
sure you know your mannual back
wards and forwards before you even 
take your machine out to start it. 

POINSETT - JOE F. WATSON 

Didn't everyone look great in 
their new uniforms at our superin
tendents meeting? I thought we had 
a good meeting. For a short session 
many questions were answered and many 
points clarified. 

On Sunday, March 23, a man came by 
the park office to pay the 25q table 
use fee. I wonder where he has been 
the past year or so? 

Would you believe we are out of 
nature trail guide booklets? I under
stand there weie 1,000 printed last sum
mer. Here we give them out on request 
only, so 1,000 in less than a year is 
pretty good. 

Miles D. Touchberry, Jr. worked 
here at Poinsett for two summers as 
concessionaire and bathhouse opera
tor. He was one of the most con
scientious summer employees I have 
ever worked with. His parents were 
notified April 16, that Miles was 
killed in action in Vietnam. We are 
proud that our summer employees go 
on to bigger and better things, and 

by the same measure we are saddened 
when something like this happens. 

Flash: Monday, April 23, Roy 
Ardis, son of Ranger Henry Ardis 
and son-in-law of Ranger Allen 
Harris of Lee State Park, arrived 
home after serving a year in Viet
nam. Roy was a trooper with the 
101st Airborn, one of those rough 
and ready outfits. Roy is a park 
man from way back, living most of 
his life in a park residence and 
working two years at Poinsett as 
a summer employee. Welcome back 
Roy from a job well done! 

SANTEE - JAMES L. RINEHART 

As the weather gets warmer 
and the days longer, campers in 
increasing numbers are swarming 
over Santee State Park. Easter 
Weekend had the camping area 
looking like a tent or trailer 
city and I don't suppose any
thing but bad weather will slow 
things down. In a way I'm curious 
to find out what it will be like 
when the 300 or so new sites are 
ready for accupancy. 

Fishing has also been a ma
jor activity the past few weeks 
and our boat landing has been 
kept jumping. People coming and 
going almost all day long every 
day. The annual fishing derby 
starts in a little while and then 
it will seem like a bee hive full 
of boats, trailers, cars and fisher
man. 

All sites for the 35 fishing 
cabins have been laid out and with 
clearing of these sites starting 
and some cabins ordered; the 
Fishing Village will soon begin to 
take shape. As soon as these ca
bins are built, we could accommo
date almost all the park personel 
if they want to come to Santee. 
This is an invitation for all of 
you to come see us. 
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IN APPRECIATION 

Dear Sir: 

May I please have space in the 
magazine to thank publicly the 
members of Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism for their many kind
nesses to me at the time of, and 
since the death of my husband, 
Eugene B. Sloan. 

38 Prospect Street 
Elmsford, New York 

April 21, 1969 

Parks and Recreation 
Box 1358 
Columbia, S.C. 

Gentlemen: 

When his death occurred sudden
ly on Easter morning at Hunting 
Island State Park, the superin
tendent and his rangers did 
everything humanely possible 
for my children and me. 

After the news was received in 
Columbia, Ray Sisk notified mem
bers of PRT and made several calls 
to the families involved. During 
the afternoon, Bill and Mrs. 
Lawrence, and John Kretschmer 
came to Hunting Island to bring 
us back to Columbia. 

On Monday, at a gathering of park 
superintendents, Bob Hickman opened 
the meeting with a moment of silent 
prayer in memory of Gene. 

The compassion of everyone has 
been noticeable. We have re
ceived personal visits, flowers, 
memorials, cards of sympathy and 
food. 

I can truly state that the De
partment of Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism is the Department 
with a heart, and I wish to 
commend the members to the 
commissioners, the legislature, 
the governor and the people of 
South Carolina. 

On April 10th we had the 
pleasure of camping at your 
park - LITTLE PEE DEE STATE 
PARK, Dillon, S.C. - we were 
on our way back from Florida -
it was about 7 p.m. when we 
pulled up and found the gates 
locked. However, a truck 
pulled up and it was one of 
your parks employees - he 
had passed us on the road 
and knew we needed a place 
to stay and therefore drove 
back to let us in. We were 
very grateful to him. As it 
turned out he was on his way 
home - as the man that lives 
at the park (the supt.) was 
ill, and he had worked all 
day. We found your park, 
clean and comfortable, and 
this man (we only have his 
initials on a receipt "H.C.") 
an asset to the Carolina Park 
System. 

Please send information re your 
other parks. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Dennis A. Bolger 

Kathleen (Kitty) Sloan 
Travel Division 

I don't know what to put 
in here. Fill i n below 
what pleases you most: 

Editor 
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1531 Woodberry Road 
Charlotte, N.C. 

May 1, 1969 

State Park and Recreation Commission 
Columbia, S.C. 

Gentlemen: 

Let me compliment you on the 
fine facilities in your park 
at Chester, South Carolina. 
My family and I have been 
fortunate enough to camp in 
this park on two recent week
ends. In our opinion Mr. Clarence 
Doster, the Park Superintendent, 
is one of the most competent and 
finest gentleman we have ever met. 

Thank you for your fine recreation 
facilities. 

Sincerely, 

R. D. Fugate 

Here & There on the Parks 

ANDREW JACKSON 

The recent three-day-festival 
honoring Andrew Jackson S. C. 
native, lawyer, Indian fighter, 
general, U.S. President was a 
huge success, according to all re
ports coming into Central Office 
in Columbia. One of the most 
valuable and appreciated aspects 
of the festival was the energy 
and support given the project by 
the surrounding communities in 
the Waxhaws. Cecil Hayes met 
many evenings with local groups 
who helped plan and execute the 
interesting activities which were 
brought together to form the event. 

Janson Cox, the venerable pa
triarch of PRT history, not only 
assisted in planning the event but 
also became a pinch-hitter on the 
bench of the loom. The editor, 
thank you, would not wish to ha
zard the seams of his fabric in 
the area of vital stitching, but 
the warp and woof of his product 
was considerably fetching to the 
untrained eye. The Division lifts 
its proverbial hat to Cecil, 
Janson and Waxhawites all! 

BAKER CREEK 

Baker Creek, one of the new 
State Parks, is putting the final 
touches on the facility for its 
first opening during the State 
Park Preview Weekend. The develop
ment of the 1,305 acre park in 
McCormick County was initiated 
last year and has moved forward 
at a rapid pace. 

The Division of Parks and 
Recreation will make available 
to the public 50 campsites for 
tent and trailer camping along 
with two wash houses and com
fort stations. Two large pic
nic areas have already been 
constructed, both with tables, 
rest rooms and other conveniences. 
Several parking areas have been 
located throughout the park, in
cluding one at a concrete boat 
launching ramp. 

The new park is expected 
to become one of the heavily 
used facilities in the system. 

RIVERS BRIDGE 

The recent celebration at 
Rivers Bridge State Park, the 
93rd annual commemoration of 
the Confederate stand against 
Sherman on the site of the 
battle was enlivened by martial 
music, oratory and dinner-on-
( C o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  1 6  J  
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Season to Begin at Table Rock Park 
As the daily temperatures 

begin rising In the lower ele
vations, more and more area 
residents are again wending 
their way to the 2,680-acres 
of greenery, a sparkling lake 
fed by mountain streams,pic
nic, camping and cabin areas 
lying under the south brow of 
massive Table Rock. 

In short, Table Rock State 
Park is starting to pack 'em 
in again. 

Just last weekend, 11 of the 
dozen cabins were occupied 
by about 75 members of a 
Spartanburg church group en
joying a religious retreat and 
outing, which Included use of 
a picnic area and the pic
turesque lodge overlooking the 
eastern shore of Lake Pinna
cle. 

And Sunday, which was 
characterized by warm sun
shine, saw the newly reno
vated boats — there are 18 
available — leisurely playing 
their way across the surface 
of the lake, as families took 
to the water, even though it 
was still a bit nippy for swim
ming. 

However, the park's beach 
area, which has received a new 
shipment of sand during the 
winter and is in excellent con
dition, will soon be crowded 
with weekend swimmers. 

Things are happening at 
Table Rock Park. 

Although it is a bitearlyfor 
the "season" to have started 
at full pace, the tempo is in
creasing dally, according to 
Robert G. (Bob) Jones, park 
superintendent. 

During most of the winter 
months, Supt. Jones and 
Ranger Marshall L. Brucke 
have served as the park's two-
man '' staff,'' keeping things in 
order and assuring that neces
sary upkeep has been accom
plished and that all is in readi
ness for the coming of the 
summertime visitors who re
gard the park as a convenient 
haven in which to enjoy a day 
or several away from the 
bustle of urban life. 

Paul Erwin, a second park 
ranger, joined the Table Rock 
force only this week, having 
been transferred to his new 
mountain country assignment 
after serving at the other end 
of the state -- Hunting Island 
State Park. 

By the time swimming 
starts and all other facilities 
are in operation, Supt. Jones 
says he expects to have a 
summer staff which includes 
11 persons. 

At least one of these, Danny 
Turpin of Easley who is ma
joring in the parks and recrea
tion program at ClemsonUni-
verslty, will be assigned to 
"intern" duties in recreation 
and Interpretation during the 
summer. 

Four other staffers will be 
lifeguards, and the superin
tendent said he has not yet 
completed his lifeguard crew 
and is still accepting applica
tions from high school or 
college students who are 
trained in llfesavlng tech
niques and who want to work 
as waterfront supervisors on 
a six-day week at a good salary 
and have housing furnished. 

Supt. Jones said there will 
also be one staff member to 
serve as an attendant for the 
camping area, while two more 
will operate the golf course. 

Golf course? 
That's correct, because by 

next week Table Rock Park is 
scheduled to start acquiring 
its own golf course—an 18-
hole miniature layout which 
will occupy approximately 
10,000 square feet of space 
surrounded by a picnic area 
on the west shore of the lake. 

"1 was Informed the course 
can be built in about two weeks' 
time, so I am hoping it will be 
ready for use by the public by 
about June 1," the superinten
dent said. 

He noted the miniature golf
ing layout will be attractively 
decorated with symbols of 
other state parks In South 
Carolina, so each of the holes 
will have a characteristic 
"look." 

The course will be fenced 
and a small playing fee will be 
charged, with lights to be 
mounted so the course can be 
open dally between 10 a.m. 
and 9 p.m. 

One of the existing park's 
major shortages — adequate 
area for an increasing demand 
for camping space — is ex
pected to be satisfied by the 
latter part of the summer, as 
plans are being made by the 
P a r k s ,  R e c r e a t i o n  a n d  
Tourism Department to con

struct a brand-new camping 
area just inside the west gate 
entrance designed to accomo
date about 50 families. 

However, this is one project 
that is lagging just a bit be
hind schedule, as the start of 
the season rapidly approaches. 

"We have almost full book
ing on all the cabins for the 
summer," the superintendent 
said. 

And some of the families 
who plan to vacation at Table 
Rock may be in for somewhat 
of a pleasant surprise. 

In deference to the fact that 
it does manage to get quite 
cool at night even in the heart 
of the summer, four of the 
cabins have been renovated to 
include the installation of 
thermostat - controlled elec
tric wall heaters to cut down 
on the chill which can some
time occur. 

In addition, kitchens have 
been equipped with vinyl floor
ing, new cabinets and the very 
latest in electric ranges and 
refrigerators. 

Somehow, the word"cabin" 
seems inappropriate for these 
up-to-date summer cottages, 
and those in which the electric 
heaters have been installed 
have also been equipped with 
storm windows and the very 
latest in weatherstrlpping. 

Those who envision a week 
or so of "roughing it" in one 
of the park cabins may find 
they are living in just as com
fortable quarters as though 
they had never left their well-
equipped homes. 

It almost leaves the im
pression that the demand for 
luxury living has invaded the 
mountain fastness, too. 

At the moment, the park 
personnel have a peculiar 
problem on their hands: the 
winding road which curves 
through the main portion of 
the park itself currently 
serves as a "detour," since 
construction crews of theCle-
ment ConstructlonCompany of 
Hickory, N.C., are clearing 
a portion of right-of-way for 
the newS.C. Highway 11 along 
the existing secondary road 
which skirts Table Rock 
Park's southern borders. 

As a matter of fact, any
one approaching the east gate 
of the park may find it a bit 

difficult to recognize current
ly, since the newly relocated 
highway will actually nip 
through a small portion of 
park land, putting the park 
right on what will be the 
"Andrew Pickens Scenic 
Parkway" and necessitating 
the building of a new east 
entrance. 

Currently, the road stops 
at the east gate, while the 
traveler is directed through 
the park Itself to rejoin the 
secondary road just below the 
present west gate, which will 
not be affected by the highway 
construction. 

"Everything seems to be 
shaping up real well so far, 
though," Supt. Jones said, 
"and we certainly don't antici
pate any difficulty from the 
nearby highway work. It seems 
more and morePickensCoun-
ty and Greenville County peo
ple are becoming aware of the 
park and its nearness to them, 
so we are looking forward to 
what might well be the biggest 
season in our history." 

He said anglers will prob
ably be Interested in the fact 
that theS.C. WildlifeCommls-
slon Intends to stock Lake Pin
nacle regularly with sizeable 
brook trout as another lure for 
persons Interested in out-of-
doors recreation. 

Already, the park is a spot
less oasis dedicated to main
taining natural beauty in its 
own inimitable setting. 

About the only thing missing 
is a big sign hung at the gates 
reading "Y'all come." 

And Bob Jones may remedy 
that oversight, too. 

Make it  a  

SAFE 

seasonI 



Little Pee Dee Featured in PRESS 
B? EPPIE RICHBOURG 

Special Correspondent 

D I L L O N  —  T h e r e  i s  
s o m e t h i n g  s p e c i a l  a b o u t  
spring and camping. 

Maybe it is the total detach
ment of sleeping with only 
a blanket between you and 
the earth and stars. Or, 
maybe it is the quiet of 
nature, away from the city's 
hustle and bustle. 

Whatever the reason, 
thousands of persons converge 
on Little Pee Dee State Park 
about this time of year. Dur
ing a season they come about 
10,000 strong from all places, 
in all shapes, sizes and 
descripions and in all types 
conveyances. They come pull
ing house trailers, in campers, 
foreign cars. Some have even 
been known to walk or enter 
on bicycles with only a bed 
roll. One young man rode his 
two wheeler from Michigan 
to Myrtle Beach. 

All have different stories to 
tell, according to Park 
Superintendent Lafon Norton, 
and he never tires of listening. 

'"Reckon I see all kinds 
here," Norton says, "from the 
rich on a lark to the poor sav
ing enough by camping at 

state parks overnight to pay 
the next day's vacation ex
penses." But the retired folks 
he likes best, because they 
have time to stop and chat. 

Many campers Who stop at 
the park on their way to 
Florida in the fall come back 
through for a visit in spring, 
Norton says. 

"You really get to know 
some of them well. There's 
something that sets campers 
apart and makes them a little 
different, kind of special from 
the rest," he said. 

Although many people camp 
to cut vacation expenses, 
Norton says the rich are 
sprinkled abundantly among 
the outdoor group. 

"Sometimes you never know 
how rich they are until you 
stick out your neck like I 
did," Norton says. "There 
is an old boat captain who 
comes through here every 
year. He once invited me to 
visit him in Virginia and go 
out on the ocean in his boat." 

Thinking the oldster to be 
about average where wealth 
is concerned, Norton replied, 
"Man you've got to be kidding. 
I'm not about to go on that 
ocean in a row boat." 

Quietly the Virginian reach
ed into his wallet and pro
duced a picture of a 30-foot 
yacht. Handing it to the 
superintendent, he said, "I 
wouldn't exactly call it a row 
boat." 

Now Norton says he doesn't 
judge his guests until he 
knows them better. 

Many service wives with 
small children use the park 
facilities, but Norton said the 
most unusual camper he can 
recall in the female division 
was a woman with three small 
children under 10 years old. 

"First thing she told me 
after turning in the gate was 
that she didn't have a dime," 
said Norton. Not one to turn 
away penniless women and 
children, Norton let them in, 
but couldn't resist asking the 
obvious question, "What hap
pened?" 

Directly and with no trace 
of chagrin came the answer, 
"I lost every cent I had in 
a poker game last night in 
Miami." 

Yes, she could get home 
O.K. She had credit cards for 
gas and could manage 
everything except a place to 
sleep. 

"After she got back home, 
she sent me the money for 
the night's lodging," Norton 
remembered. 

Under the "most un
forgettable character," Norton 
puts an old gent from Canada 
who comes through every year 
in a jeep with a large German 
Shepherd for traveling com
panion. 

"That old rascal has more 
decorations on that jeep than 
you could believe. He's like 
a one man carnival with flags 
flying and his camping tent 
for side show built onto one 
side of his jeep," he said. 

He'll miss the Canadian this 
year. 

"I got a card from him 
at Christmas, telling me he 
had to have surgery and would 
not be down this year," 
Norton said. 

In the humor department, 
the funniest thing Norton 
remembers was the evening 
he was checking in campers 
and suddenly thought he heard 
pigs squealing. At first he 
thought his imagination was 
playing tricks, but he quickly 
learned it wasn't. A camper 

pulled up to the gate with 
a trailer load of swine. 

"Now what in the world are 
you going to do with those 
pigs?" Norton asked. 

"Stake them out," came the 
matter of fact reply. 

"The way he said it, you'd 
think there was nothing in 
the world unusual about stak
ing out hogs," said Norton. 
"I told him they could stay 
as long as they didn't disturb 
other campers. I believe those 
pigs were accustomed to being 
staked out. That fellow 
took them down by the lake, 
tied their hind legs together 
and left them." 

Though he listened intently 
for sounds of trouble, not one 
squeal of protest did Norton 
hear all night. "Those hogs 
stayed just as quiet as you 
please. If I hadn't seen it 
myself, I'd never have believ

ed it," he said. 
From a kindly shoulder to 

cry on to a walking in
formation booth, a camp 
superintendent needs be a lit
tle of everything. During his 
park years, Norton has been 
forced into the role of doctor, 
nurse, automobile mechanic, 
an ear to confessions and mar
riage counselor. You name it, 
he's been called on to do it 

But, the greying former 
forest ranger doesn't mind. 
He loves the park and the 
campers. It was he who mold
ed the landscape, pulled out 
2,000 pound stumps with a 
jeep when the park was being 
cleared and dreamed endless 
dreams as to how the area 
would look eventually. 

For him, every camper is 
a compliment to a job he 
started a long time ago, 
something like 30 years. 

Hi! Bright World! 

'My full name is Stephanie Michelle Murdock and 
I was born on April 7, 1969, How do you like me on 
my one-month birthday7 My Daddy prints the Spark-
pi ugger and lots of other things, too. My Mother 
dresses me up before he comes home from work, I 
love my Daddy, but he has too many tickies.' 

The Haynie Murdocks 



Continued from page 1 

Which all goes to prove something a valued friend told me in my youth when 
I was making a conscientious objection to taking mathematics in school - that is, 
that we can never learn too much and that somewhere along the line any knowledge 
picked up will prove useful. No doubt there are other hidden talents in our midst. 
This dexterous gentlemen's name will be provided in confidence in the event any of 
you require his talents in the future. 

PERSONNEL CHANGES 

ADDITIONS ~ 

STEVEN GLENN COTHRAN - Ranger - Croft 
State Park, MICHAEL M. GRAHAM - Ran
ger - Myrtle Beach State Park, CHESLY 
C. PITTS - Ranger - Hunting Island 
State Park, EDWARD A. MASON, II -
Ranger - Sesquicentennial State Park. 

PROMOTIONS 

JOE FRANK WATSON - From Superintendent 
at Poinsett State Park to Superinten
dent at Cheraw State Park. 
LARRY ADAIR - From Superintendent at 
Lee State Park to Superintendent at 
Poinsett State Park. 
HENRY ARDIS - From Ranger II to As
sistant Superintendent at Poinsett 
State Park. 
PAUL IRWIN - From Ranger I at Hunting 
Island to Ranger II at Table Rock State 
Park. 

SEPARATIONS 

L. STORM BAILEY - Superintendent at 
Cheraw State Park. 
WILLIAM A. BOST - Ranger at Sesquicen
tennial State Park. 

continued from page 15 

the-grounds. Congressman Albert 
Watson was the principal speaker. 
His address was warmly received by 
citizens who converged on Rivers 
Bridge from points over the State. 
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SANTEE 

Construction has been launched 
on the fishermans' cabins on Santee 
State Park. Somewhat unique is the 
fact that some of the facilities will 
be erected over the lake, making it 
possible for some fisherman to dock 
their boats beside their cabins. 
Some thirty cabins are scheduled for 
construction under the present pro
gram; 

SPECIAL CREDITS 

The article on Table Rock State 
Park was taken from the EASLEY PRO
GRESS. 

The article on Little Pee Dee 
is a feature which appeared in the 
NEWS AND COURIER', "Feeding Swans," 
Mrs. R.K. Banlow, Columbia, S.C.". 

A special word of appreciation 
should be expressed for the invalua
ble assistance of Audio-Visual in 
making the prints for this edition 
of the SPARKPLUGGER. 

FEATURE ARTICLE REPRINTS. . . . 

Two excellent feature articles 
were run in this issue of the 
SPARKPLUGGER. It is hoped that 
these will underscore the vital 
role of the individual superin
tendents in encouraging the press 
of the area to write good fea
tures on his park and operation. 
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