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Miss State Parks - 1969 

THE COVER PICTURE. 

she is a serious practitioner of 
the art of camping. She and her 
family were bitten by the camping 
bug some five years ago and 
frequently visit camp sites over 
the State. Additional to many 
private camping facilities, Mary 
Lou trailered to a large number 
of the State Parks and has enjoyed 
the varied facilities. 

Mary Lou is the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Harris and 
resides at 2564 Rainbow Drive, 
West Columbia, S. C. Mr. Harris 
came to this area of South Carolina 
from Ashville, N. C., and is the 
region's construction superintendent 
for Otis Elevator Company. 

By way of introduction, the 
smiling and attractive young lady 
ornamenting the cover of the 
Palmetto State Sparkplugger is 
Mary Lou Harris. She is shown 
being crowned 1969 "Miss South 
Carolina State Parks" by the 
Department of Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism's Commission Chair
man, Mr. Dwight Holder. The 
Director of the Department, Mr. 
Bob Hickman, is looking on with 
happy approval of the crowning 
ceremonies. He observed that 
Mary Lou would in many ways give 
a good representation to Parks 
and the Department over the year 
ahead. 

The new "Miss State Parks" 
is not only a very attractive and 
personable blonde, but she is already 
the recipient of many academic 
laurels -- proving that beauty is 
not always dumb. For a young lady 
of 19, she has a surprisingly long 
biographical sketch. 

Some of her activities and 
honors are: secretary of her senior 
class, varsity cheerleader, Senior 
Hall of Fame (named by the faculty 
for academic excellence), Junior 
Marshal, Senior Marshal, member of 
Mu Alpha Theta Math Club (B+ average 
required), officer of Honor Society, 
member of Future Teachers of America, 
Miss S. C. NCHA, 1966-67. 

Mary Lou is a sophomore at the 
University of South Carolina and is 
majoring in English. It is abundantly 
evident that she will be able to handle 
beautifully the English language and, 
being a future teacher, will impart 
a new interest in the mother tongue 
to those fortunate students of tommorrow. 

Miss Harris has yet another quali
fication for the title she now holds 

EDITORIALS . 

TRAGIC LOSS 

The Division of Parks and Re
creation has a great distance to 
go in bringing the system of State 
Parks to a larger and more meaningful 
potential. Notwithstanding in
adequate and sub-stancjard facilities, 
we have in the 50,000 -odd acres of 
parklands the real estate for a high 
degree of development which would 
place the StAte in serious competition 
with alrtost any state in the nation. 

It is fortunate, in more recent 
years, that concepts of park design 
have placed a heavy emphasis on the 
conservation of natural beauty. 
Indeed, South Carolina has much to 
offer and conserve. Our State Parks 
range from the mountains to the sea 
and present to the visitor a unique, 
if not breath-taking, view of almost 
unspoiled nature. 

The snow and ice storm of recent 
weeks left in its wake forests of 
leaning and broken trees. At the 
time of this writing, it has been 
impossible to estimate in dollars 
the extent of the damage and loss. 
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On parks property alone, the figure 
could well climb into the millions 
of dollars. The National Arborists 
Association has worked out a formula, 
however, for estimating the value 
of trees: d2 x .7854 x $6= the tree 
value (d= diameter of tree at chest 
height. A tree of 10 inches would 
be worth $471.25.) 

It may well require several 
months before a real assessment 
may be run on the losses suffered 
during the storm. For example, the 
chances of major fires in the forests 
are vastly elevated as a result of 
additional fuel for them in broken 
tops and limbs. The trees will be
come the easier prey to the ravages 
of disease and insects. South Carolina 
State Parks have suffered a tragic 
loss. 

POOR FORGERY ...... 

The readers of "Sparkplugger" 
doubtless mulled with studied interest 
the morsels of wisdom set out in 
deftness and skill by the Director of 
the Division, Mr. Donald M. McSween. 
Of considerable more than a fanciful 
or passing interest was the enfeebled 
signature, which immediately drove the 
reader to one of two conclusions: the , 
Director had brought the Division a 
vast experience drawn from more than 
one century or he had slipped rather 
prematurely into the infirmities of 
some dread disease. 

The editor of this Division 
Astonisher would wish to assure one 
and all alike that our Director is yet 
in his middle years and that he is in 
complete and full command of his capaci
ties. Long years ago he graduated magna 
cum laude from the archaic "x" to the 
full-blown sweep of a Spencerian sig
nature which has baffled the exertise 
of the most skilled attempt at forgery, 
the editor not exempted. 

Since the editor (an ungainly 
gentleman of the fourth estate) is not 
anxious to find his name added to the 
ranks of pocket-poverty, he has bowed 
to the paucity of excuse and deemed 
it expeditious to avoid the hazards 
in running another signature of the 

\ ̂  
boss. The McSween name here-
after appears in copperplate v 

Gothic type.....bold faced with 
clean, open body. 

DIRECT(OR) QUOTES 

In reading some years ago, 
I encountered the story - perhaps 
familiar to many of you - of a 
man who had bought himself a 
million dollar racing horse, but 
couldn't ride him. 

This wealthy gentleman's 
dilemma has come to mind more 
than once recently when my thoughts 
were turned to the situation in 
which the Parks and Recreation 
Division suddenly finds itself -
both as an integral part of the 
broader PRT with the many and 
varied talents now available to us 
through the other Divisions and 
Sections of the Department, as 
well as in the matter of having a 
short-range funding capacity from 
all sources of approximately ten-
million dollars for permanent im
provements after over three decades 
of little or no funds for such 
purposes. 

As unaccustomed as our Division 
has been to having anything like 
adequate funds for new facilities 
and improvements, perhaps even more 
startling and hard to get used to 
is our access to a wide and diverse 
group of experts talented in many 
fields - all of whom have but one 
goal and that is to make PRT the 
best agency in South Carolina State 
Government and the South Carolina 
State Park System number one among 
its peers as a part of that larger 
ideal. 

We are, indeed, fortunate in 
having as the head of our Planning 
and Development Division a man of the 
imagination and vision of Bill Marsh 
and I hope how soon the almost over
whelming burden of his duties here 
in Columbia, and elsewhere, will 
lessen to the extent that he can get 
out in the parks more and give each 
of you the opportunity to know him 
better and appreciate his dedication 
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,o our common cause. We have 
asked Bill to set out some of 
his thoughts in an article which 
appears elsewhere in this issue 
and I urge each of you to read 
it carefully and take it literally 
for if I am convinced of anything, 
it is Bill Marsh's most sincere 
motive and objectives to do every
thing within his power to see that 
we have the best and most efficiently 
functioning state park system in 
the country. 

As he and his assistants take 
up projects involving your park, 
I expect you to extend every courtesy 
and cooperation possible for they 
are there to help, not to hinder, 
and have no desire to run your oper
ation . 

It is your duty and obligation 
to tell them if you know things from 
your experience that might alter 
their thinking on a particular area 
or project or which might make some 
other approach more feasible or 
operable; in fact, both they and we 
in this Division expect you to argue 
with them if you do not agree with 
their proposals and to state your 
case in support of whatever tack you 
are taking. 

Bill and I have a very close working 
relationship at this level and it is 
my wish that our two Divisions 
function harmoniously and complement 
each other - as they are intended to 
do - all the way down the line. 

Donald M. McSween 
Director 
State Parks and 
Recreation 

PARK' S PLANNING ROLE. 

The Planning and Development 
Section was established to provide 
technical assistance to the various 
divisions and sections of the Depart
ment of Parks, Recreation and Tourism. 
One of our most important assignments 
is that of helping the Parks and Re
creation Division with the master 
planning of the parks and the develop
ment of its capital improvement program. 

For more than a year now, in 
cooperation with the parks division 
staff, we have been involved in 
the development of funding sources. 
First, support material had to be 
developed for the legislature to 
justify our recent bond issue, then 
a number of applications had to be 
written for federal grants. It now 
appears that by a careful scheduling 
of our improvement programs, through 
the use of Federal funds, we can in
crease our $6,249,000 bond issue to 
something in excess of $10,000,000. 

At the present time, a number 
of architectural and engineering firms 
are in the process of designing some 
of our new facilities; the parks are 
being surveyed and flown for aerial 
mapping purposes. We feel that good 
architecturally designed facilities, 
combined with accurate maps and 
engineering data are prerequisites 
to sound park planning. 

The Department has been fortu
nate in assembling a team of experi
enced planners, but their work will 
only be as good as the input they 
receive from those of you who are 
familiar with our parks. As the 
various plans are developed, they 
will be circulated for your review 
and it is sincerely hoped that you 
will not hesitate to make suggestions 
and recommendations. 

I know everyone wants to see 
construction begin as soon as possible, 
but what we build today we will have 
to live with for many years to come. 
Even if it takes a little longer, 
lets make our state the beginnings 
of a park system second to none in 
the country. If we are willing to work 
together as a team, EACH CONTRIBUTING 
HIS BEST, this goal can be achieved. 

William K. Marsh, Jr. 
Director 
Planning and Development 
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IGNITION POINTS 

By - Archie Hardy 

As of this writing, all super
intendents but two have returned their 
recreation equipment forms. One sent 
in a form without the name of his park. 
Hope we can figure it out'. Storm 
Bailey and Bea Ross have requested 
archery equipment. This is a good 
sign. Won't promise it right now, but 
we'll see how the budget goes. Should 
be a real popular activity. 

Clarence Doster, Lafon Norton and 
Andrew Kennedy have requested playground 
equipment for their parks. This item 
will be provided by the bond issue, and 
we think you'll be real pleased with 
the new apparatus. Seven parks will 
also boast miniature golf by June. 
They are Santee, Sesqui, Greenwood, Kings 
Mountain, Oconee, Table Rock and Edisto. 
Like the playground apparatus, we are 
planning to blend these courses with 
the natural environment as much as 
possible. I suspect that the many re
quests for whistles included those needed 
for lifeguards. Operations Chief, 
George Holder, has been alerted. 

We hope to go to press with the 
Aiken and Barnwell nature trail booklets 
this week. Altogether, 10 trails will 
be ready for spring school outings. 

You will soon receive information 
on a fishing contest for your park too. 
Many of you have requested this excellent 
program. 

PLllGGERS 

PARK DIARY 
Each park deep a diary. Something 

like a ship's log -- simple -b 
notations of weather, bird 
migrations, work programs, 
visitation, etc. A record of 
this type would be especially 
meaningful to OUT: new parks 
(Sadlers Creek, etc.) -- noting 
progress of construction and 
development, initial problems, 
etc. A park diary would be use
ful when some little old lady 
wants to know when such and such 
a flower will be in bloom. All 
one would have to do is look 
back and tell her when it bloomed 
last year. 

Joe F. Watson 
Superintendent 
Poinsett State Park 

NEWSPAPER ARTICLE 

Larry Boulier, writing in 
the Myrtle Beach SUN-NEWS, said 
this of State Parks: "When we 
speak of parks, we often forget 
the top-rated state park just south 
of the city limits and while we 
have no responsibility for this or 
Brookgreen Gardens, we share in 
the pride by almost calling them 
our own." The Division of Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism always ap
preciates such comments as the 
above on the system. 

It is good to know that at 
least a few areas up and down the 
coastline of South Carolina are 
being maintained as examples of 
the seashore unspoiled. It is 
hoped that the additional funding 
now getting underway will add 
even greater pride in surrounding 
towns and communities for the in
dividual and collective State 
Parks. 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

The editor, along with the 
photographers of the Travel Division, 
are in the process of collecting, 
especially shot; photographs for the 
cover of "Sparkplugger". It is 
felt that,•on the face of the matter, 
the cover photographs will go far to 
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elevate the image of the system and, 
hopefully, excite interest in the 
parks. 

It is evident that the staff 
from the Central Office cannot be 
everywhere at once even when news
worthy events are taking place. The 
editor is anxious to begin running 
more pictures of the individual parks. 
The effort will be intensified as 
the Division moves into the season. 

The superintendents may render 
a very valuable service by mailing 
to the editor interesting black and 
white photographs, along with a des
cription of the activity, scene or 
people. The publication may use 
photographic materials from almost 
any type of camera, but the prints 
must be in black and white. From 
time to time newspapers run feature 
stories on the parks and they are 
generally happy to give the superin
tendents the prints after they have 
been run in the press. 

SPECIAL ARTICLES. 

Special articles may be mailed 
in by the superintendents or persons 
appointed by them to gather publishable 
materials. The "Sparkplugger" editor 
will assist in editing, correcting 
errors and generally improving the 
articles to meet minimum standards. 
Clippings on the parks as run by local 
papers would provide another source of 
copy to be printed in the Division's 
organ. 

PRT HEADLINERS 

TRAVEL CONFERENCE 

The Governor's Conference on 
Travel by every standard was very 
successful. This conference an
nually brings to South Carolina 
specialists in the whole field of 
tourism development and serves to 
stimulate the local community in 
the area of attracting and holding 
the tourist. This appears to be 
of great importance for PRT and 
the State Chamber of Commerce 

at this juncture. South Carolina 
is just now emerging, in the full 
sense of the word, as a signifi
cant contender for a larger share 
of the travel dollar . The Depart
ment of Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism is very much aware of the 
urgency of bringing the private 
sector into a larger awareness of 
what can be accomplished in the 
field. The Division of Travel 
and Tourism is already moving 
down the road of development, 
erecting those signposts which 
point to a new day for South 
Carolina. The Governor's Con
ference on Travel is certainly 
one of them. 

NEW AUDIO-VISUAL TECHNIQUE UNVEILED 

One of the most interesting, 
if not startling, features of the 
Governor's Conference on Travel 
was a slide show worked up by Jim 
Denning and Gary Womack. The new 
technique encompasses the use of 
a new lens system for projection 
on a screen some 20 feet long, 
lending a bolder dimension to 
South Carolina and its attractions. 

The Audio-Visual Branch of 
the Division of Travel and Tourism 
is to be highly commended for 
bringing this new concept and 
technique to bear upon South 
Carolinians and potential tourists 
alike. It underscores the point 
that PRT is making a studied and 
serious effort to move out into 
the forefront in many areas. 

TRAVEL PERSONNEL CHANGE 

Mrs. Peggy Smith has been 
transferred from Beautification to 
the Welcome Center responsibilities 
in the Central Office. In the area 
of Beautification, she did an out
standing job and may be expected to 
render and even more valuable 
service in helping to give direction 
to the Welcome Centers. Especially 
is this so since more of the Welcome 
Centers are to be phased into opera
tion in the future. 
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NEW MAN TO PLANNING SECTION 

Bill Scott is one of the newer 
and most capable additions to the 
staffing of PRT. He recently left 
one of the larger architectual firms 
to come to Planning as a developer 
and designer of facilities for the 
Parks System. From the very outset 
his work has reflected a high degree 
of capability and professionalism. 
(Editor's Note: Bill, its good to 
have you aboard'.) 

GOVERNOR'S FROG-JUMPING CONTEST 

Somewhere in the shadowy, damp 
hinterlands of South Carolina, there 
is a winner and Pat Williams, Special 
Projects Co-ordinator for Travel, is 
out to find him -- the bull frog with 
the most enviable set of hindlegs. 
All likely frogs will be officially 
registered for the contest on April 5 
in Springfield at 12:30 sharp. 

Any person who can lay hands on 
a bull frog with an unusual sprint is 
requested to enter him in the McNair 
Flat. The winner will represent South 
Carolina in the national competition, 
and Pat will make a good frog jockey 
with the bull removed'. Many other 
events have been crowded into that big 
day in Springfield, events which should 
make it quite an experience. 

the American Revolution was the 
Battle of Fort Sullivan, fought ^ 
on June 28, 1776, Daniel La than •> 
relayed news of the victory to 
Congress by horseback (Made Paul 
Revere's mid-night ride appear as 
rocking horse excursion), Best 
fought battle of the Revolution 
was the Battle of Cowpens, Battle 
of Kings Mountain was the bloodiest 
one-hour fight of the war, More 
than 137 battles were fought on 
South Carolina soil during the 
Revolution, This was better than 
41 per cent of all engagements. 

State Seal 
The Latin phrase, "Quis Separabit?," 

means: Who shall separate us? The 
other Latin phrase, "Animis Opibusque 
Parati," means: Ready in Soul and 
Resources 
State Motto 

"Dum Spiro, Spero," means: While 
I breathe, I hope 
State Bird - Carolina Wren State 
Flower - Yellow Jasmine State Tree -
The Palmetto, Area of South Carolina 
is 31,055 square miles, South Carolina's 
tallest mountain, Sassafras Mountain 
is 3,548 feet (The Travel Division 
would not print this surveying fact in 
that simple manner: Bill Lawrence 
would say that Sassafras Mountain missed 
being a mile high by only 544 yards; John 
Kretschmer, being a dedicated detail 
man would report to Canada that Sassafras 
was 60.88307% of a mile high; Marion Culp, 
not to be outdone, would say that this 
South Carolina peak is 4,838 feet higher 
than the Dead Sea; Marion's estimate would 
ignite the idea in ^he mind of Jack 
Truluck to change the name to Pike's Peak. 
In the interest of PR and press copy, Pat 
Williams would want to organize a whampus 
cat race up one side and down the other, 
and he would'. 

(Editor's Note: Sources - World Book, 
McCrady's History, James Street's, The 
Revolutionary War, and the editor's 
fertile mind -- I. Q „ minus 148.) 

INTERESTING S. C. FACTS 

The first attempt to settle South 
Carolina was made by the Spanish people 
under DeAyllon in 1526...First permanent 
English settlement at Charleston in 1670, 
South Carolina became a royal province 
in 1729, First free library established 
at Charleston in 1698, One of the first 
plays in North America given here in 
1735, A free school opened in 1710, 
Earliest fire insurance company in the 
colonies organized in Charleston in 
1735, Rice was first successfully raised 
in North America about 1680 when Henry 
Woodward planted seed given him by a 
sea captain, Eliza Lucas (later Mrs. 
Charles Pinckney) introduced the plant
ing of indigo to South Carolina in 1742, 
One of the major earlier victories of 
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DESIGN: TRASH COLLECTION 

EQUIPMENT 

The trash pan is cut out of \ inch outdoor plyboard on the sides, 
top and back -- sheet metal is formed for the bottom. Two skate 
wheels are mounted on an endless-thread (V) bolt to the rear of the 
dust pan. The handle is made of broom handles with \ inch bolts 
fashioned to complete the mounting to the pan as shown in the drawing. 

The cart is made somewhat as golf equipment on which is mounted 
a rope drum which may be secured from almost any textile mill. Tubes 
could be attached to the sides of the drum to hold the handles of a 
broom, paper spear and such other equipment as clean-up might require. 
This equipment could be useful in clearing broken bottles from the areas. 
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1969 MISS STATE PARKS 
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M A R Y  L O U  B E G I N S  R E I G N - - - T h e  1 9 6 9  
M i s s  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  S t a t e  P a r k s  h a s  
b e e n  c r o w n e d  t o  b e g i n  a  r e g a l  t o u r  
o f  d u t y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  S t a t e  i n  
g e n e r a l  a n d  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  
a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

I n  t h e  a b o v e  p h o t o g r a p h  M i s s  H a r 
r i s  s c a n s  a  S t a t e  m a p  u n d e r  t h e  a p 

p r o v i n g  e y e  o f  R a n g e r  M e a d o r s  a t  
S e s q u i c e n t e n n i a l  S t a t e  P a r k .  I t  i s  
o b v i o u s  t h a t  M r ,  M e a d o r s  i s  i n  h i s  
o w n  c l i m a t e  t h e  n e w l y  p a i n t e d  
t r u c k  - a n d  t h e  b e a u t y  o n  t h e  o u t 
s i d e  h a d  n o t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  
b r o a d  s m i l e .  



SPARKS FROM THE PARKS. . . 

ANDREW JACKSON - CECIL HAYES 

Well, we really lit a spark in 
the Feb. "Sparkplugger" when we used 
Gov. Scott's name instead of Ex. Gov. 
Sanford. Anyway, I think Mr. Close 
is doing his share of building in 
N. C., and Andrew Jackson already 
belongs to S. C. 

The snow was heavy here and for 
two days we didn't have a visitor. 
All we did was feed the birds. I 
shoveled off a large spot outside our 
den, and at times there were forty and 
fifty. More red birds than any other 
kind, but it was amusing to see the 
blue jays come in and take over; the 
others seem to be afraid of them. 

We like the new look of "Sparks 
from the Parks", but we don't seem 
to find as interesting news as Storm 
Bailey. 

Reservations are coming in for 
our (one) picnic shelter, which is 
filled almost every Sunday with 
family gatherings and church groups 
during the summer months. With the 
passing of the bond issue, we hope 
that soon we will see some of the 
improvements planned for this park 
become a reality. 

Mr. & Mrs. Eddie Miller, we just 
mailed a letter to your son in Vietnam; 
we wish him all the luck and good 
health, and that he will soon be back 
home. 

BAKER CREEK - KENNETH KOLB 

First, I want to offer an apology 
for not getting my news report in on 
time for the "Sparkplugger" release. 

I am proud to have a Ranger now 
at Baker Creek. George Frank Baughman 
and his lovely wife, Dale, come to us 
from Abbeville. Frank is a graduate 

of Clemson University, with a B. S. 
Degree in Parks and Recreation. I 
know he will be a big asset to the 
Department. With only one residence 
at Baker Creek, they are renting a 
house in McCormick. Frank and Dale 
became proud parents of an 81b. 5oz. 
baby girl Feb. 6th. (First child) 

I guess every one was excited 
about the snow. It started snowing 
here Friday night, Feb. 14, and by 
Saturday noon the road into the park 
was impassable. With sleet and snow 
all day Saturday and that night, 
around the house looked like a "Winter 
Wonderland" on Sunday, and that's 
just what it was. Birds of all kinds 
came by the hundreds to eat bread 
crumbs thrown out to them. (Wish we 
had a bird feeder like Joe Watson) 
We had about one hundred children 
and men Bob Sleding down the main 
park road. They used anything from 
sleds to auto hoods. I am thankful 
we didn't have any injuries, as many 
of them slid off the road into trees 
and turned over down steep banks. 
Who knows, we may get more snow to
night, and I will have to walk out to 
get this in the mail. Lots of fun'. 

GIVHANS FERRY - W. WIGGINS, JR. 

For the fishermen the traditional 
shad are starting up the Edisto. We 
hope to have a good season, but only 
time will tell. 

The typical low country weather 
plus a state wide cold front has slowed 
things down. We suffered minor damage 
to many trees due to ice and high winds. 

The ranger's house has just re
ceived a new coat of paint. We have 
hopes for enlarging the camping area. 

Note to Editor: I would like to 
say, as a new employee, I am proud to 
be working for the South Carolina Dept. 
of Parks, Recreation and Tourism. 

Sincerely, 

J. W. Sweat, Ranger 
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GREENWOOD - DREW KENNEDY 

"The Name of the Game" is packing 
and moving in the Kennedy household. 
With another move complete, we are 
settling down here at Greenwood. 
Everybody made the adjustment well 
with the exception of the dog. She 
can't get used to the flat terrain 
after those Pickens County hills. 

The operation here, like all 
other parks, is project "Spring Time". 
We are clearing out dead trees, re
pairing and painting all our restrooms, 
so when May 30th rolls around, we will 
be ready to go. 

Speaking of Spring -- as this 
report is being written, Greenwood is 
covered with a blanket of snow and ice. 
It surely is a beautiful sight. I 
wonder if I should charge the people 
who used the park Sunday for sledding 
and skiing on the hills. We had a 
good crowd. 

1 am very fortunate in having the 
Rangers, Bobby Turner and Lee Chappells, 
who really like and know their jobs. It 
is reflected in the care of the equipment 
and the upkeep of the Park in general. 

MYRTLE BEACH - TED BARBIE 

Valentine's Day came in like a 
tiger instead of a lamb in this area on 
Feb. 14th. We had strong winds, a 
little snow and sleet, but the worst 
blow came on Saturday night and early 
Sunday morning with the tides running 
way above normal. We lost about one 
third of our dunes and had the tide been 
two feet higher, I'm afraid we would have 
been minus one State Park Fishing Pier. 

Things are back to normal now, and 
we still have plenty of work to do. So 
far we have twenty cabin reservations 
before June 2nd, and they are still coming 
in. 

I hate to admit it, but part of PRT 
has gone to sea. That is, one cap lost 
overboard from the Supt's. head while 
redecking the end of the fishing pier. 

That's it for now 

OCONEE - BOB COTHRAN 
y 

At this writing we have 9 
inches of snow at Oconee, and the 
weatherman is calling for 4 more 
inches. Sort of gets you behind 
in the much needed maintenance, 
but the beauty of it, especially 
on the white pines, is beyond 
words. 

Just one day before the snow 
began, a new well was drilled, 
starting the work on a much needed 
new water supply. Last summer we 
sweated out some of the busy week
ends on low water supply. This is 
why we are so glad to see this 25 
gallon per minute new well. 

Also, plans are underway to 
remodel the cabins in the 14-20 
area. These cabins will be in
sulated, paneled, but still kept 
in the old rustic look. This 
project along with the new well is 
results being seen from the recent 
bond approval. 

PARIS MOUNTAIN - EDDIE MILLER 

Congratulations to Ray Sisk, 
Bill Jones, Lloyd King and Andrew 
Kennedy on your new appointments. 

Mr. & Mrs. Edwards from Va. 
camped over night with us last month 
and said to tell Lloyd King "hello" 
for them. They said they had stayed 
at Greenwood several times and ap
preciated your kindness so much, 
however, they also said that after 
seeing Paris Mountain, it is so much 
better -- Ha, Ha'. 

For the last several weeks we 
have had Ralph Schumpert working with 
us here at Paris Mountain on several 
different jobs in the park. It was 
indeed a pleasure having Ralph with 
us and with his help we really did 
accomplish a lot. 

The highway right-of-way (on 
the side of the park) and the water 
line right-of-way (inside the park) 
have played havoc here for the last 
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several weeks. Our Nature Trail 
<*= around the lake goes down behind the 

spillway out to the road and then 
back in the park on the other side 
of the lake. One of our markers on 
the trail was pretty close to the 
road, yes, you guessed it, the high
way work detail came along cutting 
their right-of-way and cut down all 
the locust and cherry trees that we 
had marked for the trail. We will 
have to change our booklet and find 
something else for marker #8. Paris 
Mountain at one time was a city 
reservoir and there are pipe lines 
all through the park. Well, last 
week they cut another right-of-way 
25 ft. wide and about 300 yards long; 
the lumber sold for only around $115 
and left a big hole right up through 
the woods. 

It started snowing here late 
Saturday, Feb. 15, and continued 
through the night stopping Sunday 
afternoon. In all we got about 8% 
inches. I have snow tires on my truck 
and when it snows I load up with a 
good load of stone, that gives me 
traction; and I can get around fairly 
well. We have a lot of signs to be 
painted and lettered also quite a few 
picnic tables to be assembled so we 
have plenty to keep us busy on the 
inside. The park is closed to motor 
traffic, but we have had a lot of 
park users out with their sleds having 
a ball in the snow. The highway dept. 
has advised us they will get to our 
roads as soon as possible. 

Mr. Howard and his crew were in 
the park that same Saturday up until 
noon. They were placing their pretty 
white markers throughout the park to 
take aerial photographs the following 
week. If the weather stays as cold as 
it has been, it will be some time before 
they will be able to see their markers. 

We have made several boxes for the 
Nature Trail booklets. We have one for 
my residence, one at the Ranger's resi
dence and one for the bathhouse. By 
using these, the park user would be able 
to get a booklet in case they found no 
one at home. I don't plan to stock the 
one at the bathhouse until the summer 

season. George Holder came by one 
day last month, and when I went to 
the door to let him in, he saw me 
wearing an apron and, of course, he 
asked if dinner was ready. What I 
was really doing was some spot 
painting in my kitchen. I'll pass 
my idea on to you. When you have 
on your blues and have a small job 
to do, put on an apron instead of 
your coveralls. I plan to keep one 
at home, one at the shop, and also 
one in my truck. Anytime you have 
a dirty little job come up, use the 
apron to protect your uniform. 

Entered on duty Feb. 4, 1969, 
as Junior Ranger, is Michael R. Davis. 
Mike is married, has two children, 
and lives at Travelers Rest, S. C. 
Welcome aboard Mike, it's nice to have 
you with us. 

I only have three people signed 
up for summer work. I've put the word 
out everywhere. Hope you fellas are 
doing better than I am. Please all 
you readers of the "Sparkplugger", if 
you know of any young men that need 
work this summer, refer them to me. 

PLEASANT RIDGE - LEROY SMITH 

Things are mostly quiet here at 
Pleasant Ridge. We have had a few 
visitors and some picnickers during a 
few warm days, and I was beginning to 
think about Springtime. However, this 
past weekend changed my way of thinking 
when we almost had a blizzard. I guess 
Spring isn't so near after all. So about 
all I can think of to write about at this 
time is snow which is stale news. Anyway, 
we had between 10-11 inches here, and I 
am still trying to get the kink out of my 
back from all the shoveling, raking, and 
sweeping. I hope we don't have another 
one like that anytime soon. 

POINSETT - JOE F. WATSTON 

Back to the dark ages'. Due to the 
power failure caused by the great ice 
storm of '69, I am writing this in the 
dark. We have been without electricity 
now for four days and the end is not in 
sight. Apparently there was no serious 
damage at Poinsett -- just a big mess to 
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clean up. Recently, the Poinsett crew 
got with the Mainstream crew and enjoyed 
a catfish stew. Ranger Henry Ardis is 
quite a chef and he turned no one away 
hungry. On Feb. 11, a group of 
Brazilian students visited Poinsett as 
part of an educational tour in this area. 

On the weekend of Feb. 14-16, the 
Watson family made a trip to Wilmington, 
North Carolina, to visit some friends. 
While there, ve visited some of the local 
points of interest, e.g. the USS North 
Carolina Battleship Memorial, Ft. Fisher 
(Civil War) and Old Brunswick Town (20 
years older than Charleston). The state 
of North Carolina has done a good job 
preserving and interpreting these at
tractions . 

On the way to Wilmington, we stopped 
at the Welcome Center near Little River 
and found everyone pleasantly on the job. 
Keep up the good work girls'. 

By now I imagine most of you have 
had your park receipt records audited. 
Bob Gunter checked Poinsett's books and 
found a $20.00 error in the state's 
favor. Welcome back Bob: (Anytime you 
can find that kind of error). 

Guest list at the park this month 
included: George Holder, Charles Eastman, 
Buddy Batten, Bill Jones, Archie Hardy, 
Bill Lamkin, Bob Gunter, and Bill Marsh, 
I hope I didn't forget anyone. 

ROSE HILL - FRED H. BELK 

Being recently appointed as super
intendent of Rose Hill, I would like to 
give you some information about myself. 

I was born in Kelton, S. C., July 5, 
1926. I am married to the former Helen R. 
Vaughan, and we have three children. My 
oldest son is married and employed as a 
Time Study clerk in the Engineering Dept. 
of United Merchants and Mfg. My other two 
children (a daughter and a son) are still 
in high school. My daughter was a member 
of the basketball team and my son a member 
of the wrestling team. Having realized 
the need for a high school education, I 
have enrolled in adult education classes 
at Union High School to continue my edu
cation. These adult classes are just 

another opportunity for the adults of 
Union County to get a high school educa
tion being made possible by the officials 
of our state. 

I have put great thought and effort 
into the future plans and developments 
at Rose Hill. One will be a picnic area 
to accommodate the visitors at Rose Hill 
this summer. The summer months are most 
popular among the visitors at Rose Hill. 
Among the summer features at Rose Hill 
are the beautiful rose gardens. 

I am glad to be a part of the State 
Division of Parks, Recreation, and Tourism, 
and I would personally like to take this 
opportunity to invite each of you to visit 
me Rose Hill. 

Sincerely, 

Fred H. Belk 

SANTEE - JIM RINEHART 

More and more the physical appearance 
of Santee State Park is changing. The 
Mainstream crew has finished underbrushing 
along all park roads, or at least the pre
sent ones, and are well underway toward 
landscaping the right-of-way. Right now, 
their work stands out quite a bit, but after 
everything has settled down and blends in 
with the other features along the roads; I 
think a drive through the park will be much 
more scenic and pleasurable. There is always 
some bitter to go with the sweet and in this 
case, by opening up along our roads, every 
beer can and piece of trash shows up. We no 
longer have weeds and bushes to hide them and 
this means a bit more time for garbage col
lecting . 

A couple of new roads have been started 
also. One for a new park entrance has been 
partially surveyed and the Lakeshore Drive 
section of Santee State Park Expressway makes 
a big difference in the looks of the park. 
The right-of-way looks like a super highway 
will be built as it cuts right through a 
stand of large pines off the road to the bath 
house. Supposedly, it will follow the lake 
all the way to the boat landing. 

Our only other project at present is 
repainting all signs which is almost finished 
However, a weekend of ice and sleet stopped 
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this for a few days in order to clean 
up broken trees and fallen limbs. The 
ice caused a loss of power and our 
campers are having to rough it for a 
few days with no electricity or water. 

SESQUICENTENNIAL - PEARCE THOMSON 

It seems like our use is picking 
up a little, especially on these pretty 
weekends lately. One exception is the 
past weekend when we had the ice storm, 
and it left a month's work picking up 
broken limbs and cutting down snags 
and just general cleaning of the grounds. 
We can do without weekends like that one. 
I guess that it takes weather like that 
to make us appreciate modern conveniences. 
Being without electricity for about 24 
hours was rough, and I, for one, don't 
think I want to go back to the "good" 
old days. 

I was reading in the February issue 
of Field and Stream about fishing classes 
being taught at Callaway Gardens over in 
Georgia and the idea struck me as a good 
one. From talking to several people in 
the area, I think there would be a demand 
for basic fishing instruction. We are in 
the process now of trying to find someone 
to teach a class to see how it's going to 
do. Also, along the same line, I think 
a fishing contest at the park would be a 
good idea, it should start about the 
middle of March and run through June. A 
small trophy or plaque for the largest 
fish in two or three catagories might be 
given and make the contest more interesting. 
Casting demonstrations by experts also 
might be good if given enough advanced pub
licity . 

As you can tell by the above suggestions 
spring and fishing are on my mind. It struck 
me as I was writing this that swimming season 
is not very far off and there is still lots 
to do. I hope I'll be able to find a day or 
two for fishing before things get too busy 
around here. 

TABLE ROCK - BOB JONES 

The present and big news here at Table 
Rock is the snow, of course. We came up 
with 11 inches at final count. We should 
know the boys measured it twice every 
15 minutes from a picnic table in the back 

yard. Our Ranger, A. S. Kennedy, was 
transferred to Greenwood State Park 
as Superintendent during the first of 
February. We were sorry to lose them, 
but we wish the Kennedy family the 
best of luck in their new park. 

Things are really getting into 
high gear here at Table Rock with well-
drilling, cabin remodeling, painting, 
and reroofing, etc. 

The right-of-way for State Highway 
Eleven is being cleared across our east 
gate at the present time. A little un
sightly, but progress is progress. 

We had the pleasure of having the 
editor, Mr. Millard Osborne, up during 
the snow to make pictures of the park. 
Thanks, we were afraid only the park 
personnel would be able to enjoy the 
wintertime beauty . 

On Saturday, Feb. 8, a young man 
16 years old from Easley, S. C., decided 
to hike up Table Rock Mountain inspite 
of the pouring rain. We found him about 
18 hours later, 4:00 a.m. on the 9th to 
be exact. He was cold, wet, tired, and 
scared, but otherwise intact. We were 
thankful for the help of the Rescue 
Squads from the surrounding towns, and 
also thankful for Mrs. Brucke and the 
ladies who served coffee and food to 
tired searchers. It was a long night'. 

To: PRT 

Dear Mr. McSween: 

Recently I had the opportunity of 
making my first visit to Edisto State 
Park and was very much impressed with 
the area. The cleanliness and facilities 
are commendable. 

If there is anything our office 
can do to help with the promotion of this 
park, I shall be happy to cooperate. 

Sincerely, 

Ben C. Boozer 
Director 
Charleston County Parks. 
Recreation & Tourism Cor 
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Many of the people on the parks 
remember most favorably Marion Dwight 
who was for years Superintendent at 
Poinsett. He later held a position 
in the Central Office. Word has been 
received that he has just recently 
undergone another operation on his 
eyes at Providence Hospital. It 
would probably be deeply appreciated 
by his family for his friends of many 
years to drop him a card or make a 
personal call at the hospital - during 
visiting hours. 

Archie Hardy, III is on the 
mailing list of the NATURE NEWSLETTER 
produced by the Center for Environmental 
Education and Management, Reston, Va. 
The "Sparkplugger", in the editorial, 
used material in that publication to 
illustrate the value to trees. 

Much warmer weather, we hope is 
immediately ahead of us and the men in 
the field will be redoubling their 
efforts to prepare the parks for the 
opening season. It is anticipated that 
the Division will chalk up another 
record year with visitors entering the 
parks in even greater numbers. In 
advance the Central Office of the 
Division of Parks and Recreation would 
like to thank the Superintendents and 
Rangers for the extra effort and energy 
applied to launching another season. 

The National Campers and Hikers 
Association will be converging on South 
Carolina for their annual Campvention 
July 14-17. This event will be held at 
Rocks Pond Campground near Eutaw Springs 
and the South Carolina wing of the NCHA 
is busily engaged in making extensive 
plans for the event. 

By the thousands campers and hikers 
from all over the United States will 
converge on Rocks Pond. The Campvention 
should be highly valuable to those 

promoting camping in South Carolina 
as it will, to an amazing degree, 
underscore the wide interest in the 
camping field. It is hoped that 
all campers in South Carolina will 
join ranks with the NCHA in the 
special effort to make the Camp
vention one of the most successful 
in the history of NCHA activity. 

' Environmental -

Intrusion. ' 
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"True greatness, first of all, is a 
thing of the heart . It is all alive 
with robust and generous sympathies. 
It is neither behind its age, nor too 
far before it. It is up with its age, 
and ahead of it only just so far as to 
be able to lead its march. It cannot 
slumber, for activity is a necessity of 
its existence. It i.s no reservoir, but 
a fountain." Roswe 
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