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EDITORIALS 

THE YEAR AHEAD.. : 

A new year always comes as a great challenge, and this is especially true 
for the staffers of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism, Both in the 
Central Office and in the field there are to be found broad opportunities in 
planning and executing new and even startling programs. 

From the early 1930's to the present day the parks received only 3/4 mil
lion dollars for capital improvements. The last General Assembly voted $6-1/4 
millions for capital investment in the future of the state parks of South Carolina. 
All up and down the state a renewed interest has been evidenced for the develop
ment of a parks system rewarding to South Carolinians and attractive to tourists. 

The trust of the Legislature and the confidence manifested in us by the 
public should inspire each member of the Department in general and the staff of 
the Division of Parks and Recreation in particular to redouble the effort to 
match this faith. Before us is not only a new year but a new day. 

We believe the personnel of the Department and the Division will meet this 
challenge with dedication, confidence and skill. In a very real sense, the Di
vision of Parks and Recreation will become what we aspire it to be. The manner 
in which each of us discharges the large responsibilities and the small duties 
will either add to or subtract from our level of success. 

TRANSITION 

The newly appointed editor of the Sparkplugger wishes to take note of the 
wide-ranging contribution Archie Hardy made to the development of this publi
cation. While carrying other and weighty responsibilities, he went far in set
ting the pace for the new editor to follow. 

Archie is a young man of exceptional native ability, augmented by unusual 
qualifications in the field of recreation. The Division, of Parks and Recreation 
is indeed fortunate to have on the staff of the Central Office one not only of 
enviable academic background in the area of recreation but also possessed of a 
sincere enthusiam for the development of a comprehensive recreation program with
in the parks system. 

The new editor would deeply appreciate any thought or idea which would 
add meaning and value to the Sparkplugger. We anticipate the addition of photo
graphs and other features in a general upgrading of YOUR publication. 

NEW NAME 

As the reader will have immediately observed, the new name of this pub
lication is, "The Palmetto State Sparkplugger." Actually, the very uniqueness 
of the SPARKS idea has been retained. The notes and letters from the parks staff 
will continue to appear under that title, while communications and messages of 
general encouragement will appear under a PLUGGER sub-title. 

It has been sensed that the new name will "catch on" and that it will be
come highly descriptive of the aims and goals of the publication. The editorial 
staff will always be receptive of suggestions and ideas from all quarters. 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR 

With this issue - Volume 1, No. 7 - our Newsletter changes in several 
respects. 

We have a new format, which I am sure has already struck your eye; the 
name itself is now the "PALMETTO STATE SPARKPLUGGER" - an outgrowth from our 
original "SPARKS FROM THE PARKS"; and, we have a new Editor and several contri
buting members to the publication staff. 

Many liked our original name and we intend to continue its use as the 
heading for that portion of the publication in which we have the reports from 
individual parks. The field served by our Newsletter is broadening almost daily, 
however, so it was felt that a little wider scope should be incorporated in the 
masthead. 

You will note also the beginning of our use of photographs and we hope 
to add materially to such visual adjuncts in the future. 

We tried to get Archie .Hardy, who did such a splendid, job in getting 
"SPARKS" off and running (although it was not in his direct line of responsi
bility) to write the traditional "swan song" which all retiring editors are 
expected to provide. 

He refused flatly, however, so we have dedicated the cover with its 
graphic illustration of a South Carolina State Park Swan really singing (whether 
Pearce Thomson was "goosing" it at the time is another question) and such fare
well editorial comment as might have been expected from Archie will of necessity 
have to be handled by the rest of us. 

One of the other traditional accolades given most retiring editors, par
ticularly after long and brilliant careers and more particularly when advanced 
years and infirmity are beginning to rear their ugly heads, is that of being 
named "Editor Emeritus". 

This honor is, as you will note, being conferred on Mr. Hardy and it will 
mean that in addition to recognizing his great service to date, we can expect 
contributions from his lofty ivory tower from time to time which will undoubtedly 
shower us with pearls of wisdom. 

To quote the Bard: 

"He maketh a swan like ending 

Fading into music" 

Hail and farewell, Archie! 

Long life and new life to both "SPARKS FROM THE PARKS" and "PALMETTO STATE 
SPARKPLUGGER". 

/ Sincerely, 

Donald M. McSween 
Director 

State Parks and Recreation 

o 
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Columbia, South Carolina, Wednesday, January 8, 1969 

J loud issue u 
p (P inr ° Ti p n b0 (Lo -iligti (Loninc 

By EUGENE B. SLOAN 
Staff Writer 

The South Carolina Supreme 
Court Tuesday upheld the con
stitutionality of a Capital Im
provement Bond issue which 
eventually could finance up to 
$70 million of state construction 
and improvements. 

Initially the Bond Act prov
ides for about $30 million of im
provements including a contro
versial proviso for $6.5 million 

for capital improvements at 
South Carolina State College. 

The Supreme Court's opinion 
was short and unanimous. It 
not only upheld an order of Cir
cuit Judge John Grimball last 
fall, but adopted Grimball's lan
guage as its own. 

In his order Grimball rules 
that the bonds were constitu
tional under the Special Fund 
Doctrine, under which bonds 
have been issued in South Caro
lina for almost 40 years. 

This doctrine which was set 
forth in a 1929 Supreme Court 
opinion dealing with highway 
bonds, holds that the General 
Assembly may authorize gener
al obligation bonds without sub
mitting it to a vote of the peo
ple when such obligations are 
secured by the pledge of a fund 
reasonably sufficient to pay 
them. 

The 1968 Bond Act pledges 
revenues from the state income 
tax to retire the bonds, and op
ponents of the bonds who 

brought the suit against them 
charged this was not a special 
fund within the meaning of the 
1929 opinion. 

But Grimball held the Special 
Fund Doctrine did apply since 
the fund pledge was reasonably 
sufficient to meet payment of 
both..nrincinaLand_inte.r.eri, _ 

•1 The bond issue includes: $6-2 
'million for iniproyemeots ofJJ 
-t-.m juries; jbti.5 "million""Toff'" 
cajhtal improvements at South 
Carolina State College; $6.6 
million for the S.C. Tricentennial 
celebration in 1970; $11 million 
for a capital office complex in 
downtown Columbia; $1.5 mil
lion for additions to the Oppor
tunity School; and $700,000' for 
improvements to the John de 
la Howe School at McCormick. 

B O N D  I S S U E  A P P R O V A L  

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  a n d  S t a f f  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P a r k s ,  R e c 
r e a t i o n  a n d  T o u r i s m  w e r e  n a t u r a l l y  e l a t e d  b y  t h e  l o n g  a w a i t e d  
d e c i s i o n  b y  t h e  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t .  N o w  w e  a r e  a b l e  t  o  
d e l i v e r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  f i r s t  m a j o r  i n s t a l  I m e n t  o f  t h e  p r o m i s e  a n d  
p r o j e c t i o n s  w e  h a v e  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m .  

T h i s  i s  i n d e e d  a  b i g  b r e a k - t h r o u g h  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  p a r k s  a n d  
r e c r e a t i o n  f o r  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a .  W i t h  a l l  o f  t h e  c r e a t i v e  t a l e n t  a n d  
a g g r e s s i v e  s k i l l  i n  t h e  n e w  P R T  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  w e  a r e  c o n f i d e n t  
t h a t  w e  w i l l  e s t a b l i s h  a  f i r m  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  t h e  $ 4 0  m i l l i o n  d o !  -
l a r s  p l u s  i n v e s t m e n t  a l r e a d y  o u t l i n e d  i n  o u r  1 0  y e a r  d e v e l o p m e n t  
p  r o g r  a m .  

Bob Hickman, Director 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P a r k s ,  R e c r e a t i o n  a r i d  T o u r i s m  



FROM THE COMMISSIONERS 

The Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism is almost eighteen 
months old and is well on its way to making the large contribution to the State 
of South'Carolina and its people. Those of us who have been privileged to 
serve as Commissioners for the Department have become especially mindful of 
the rewards and challenge before us. The Commissioners have given long hours 
to the consideration of vital matters which would affect the operation and 
success of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism. From our vantage 
point, we have become impressed with the dedication and hard work of the staff. 

Great effort and thought have been directed toward the development of 
plans as the Department has projected its resources toward the growing needs of 
South Carolinians and the tourists. During the course of this nexv year, 1969, 
we shall see many of those plans come to life and fruition. 

Allow me to wish the Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism and 
its capable staff a year crowned with success. 

Edward E. Burroughs 
Commissioner 
District Six 

PRT HEADLINERS 

FLU ON RAMPAGE 

The Hong Kong flu, or a vicious first-cousin-once-removed, took a heavy 
toll in the offices of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism. In the 
Parks and Recreation Division the rugged twosome of Cox and Hardy held down the 
fort by themselves for a good number of days. Director Donald McSween was abed 
from December 19 to January 6. It is good to have the genial boss back aboard 
and all staff members are wishing him a speedy recovery „ 

Only a proverbial handful of staffers escaped the rampage of the King 
Kong flu, and some speculative souls have attempted to apply logic to those near-
misses: 

II is said that Deputy Director Fred Brinlcman, second in command of the 
Department, grinned at the bug and completely disarmed him. 

The top man, Director Bob Hickman, looked the bug cold in the eye and said 
"Go chase yourself, you ain't my kind." 

If the nub of the matter i.s known, the bug couldn't. find Mark David of the 
Planning and Development Section. 

BEACH EROS ION CONTROL 

Of great concern to the Division of Parks and Recreation has been the 
serious beach erosion at Hunting Island State Park. The Atlantic Ocean has eaten 
away some 300 feet of the beach area, destroying paved roads and park structures. 

In an effort to check the destruction of this valuable property, a dredg
ing operation has been opening up a backlands-lake while pumping fill into the 
path of an advancing ocean. The engineers are hopeful that this more or less last 
resort will reverse the trend of recent years before the lighthouse and other 
properties are also destroyed. 
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YOUNG SISK TO USC 

Fullback Steve Sisk, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Ray M. Sisk, has accepted a 
grant-in-aid scholarship to attend the University of South Carolina. Steve, who 
measures in at 6'2" and a hefty 230 pounds, was a three-year performer for the 
Columbia Falcons. Sisk also had received offers from Duke and UNC. He gave his 
reason for selecting the University of South Carolina: "I finally decided on 
Carolina because I think the school is going to have a fantastic program in two 
years. I just want to be a part of it." 

Ray Sisk is Assistant to the Director for Maintenance in the Division 
of Parks and Recreation', the Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism. 

McSWEEN APPOINTED TO COMMITTEE 

Director Donald M. McSween, Division of Parks and Recreation, has been 
appointed Chairman of the Legislative Committee of the National Conference on 
State Parks. The announcement of the honor and responsibility was made on 
December 16, 1968 by the president of the Conference, Mr. Lawrence Stuart. 

Just recently McSween was elected president, of the Southeastern State 
Parks Directors meeting in Williamsburg, Virginia. The nex/ chairmanship will 
place McSween in a position, along with his associates, to help shape national 
legislation affecting the very concept and operations of park systems over the 
country. 

The Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism applauds the selection 
of Mr. McSween for this committee assignment. He became director of the 
Division of Parks and Recreation in December of 1967, having served with dis
tinction as Commissioner of Conservation for the State of Tennessee. 

COMMISSIONER EDWARD E. BURROUGHS WRITES FOR THE SPARKPLUGGER 

Mr. Edward E. Burroughs, Commissioner for the 6th District, has written 
an article x^hich appears elsewhere in the Sparkplugger. 

Mr. Ed, as he is affectionately called by his associates, was born in 
Conx^ay, S. C. on September 29, 1900. He attended schools in Conway, Asheville, 
N. C. and .the University of South Carolina. In 1967 he was appointed a Com
missioner to the Department by Governor McNair. 

He is president of the Myrtle Beach Farms Company. That company, 
among other holdings, operates the Myrtlewood Golf Course and the Myrtle Beach 
Pavillion and Amusement Park--one of South Carolina's largest amusement 
attractions. 
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SPARKS FROM THE PARKS 

AIKEN - W. LAMAR IIODGES 

Well, winter has come to Aiken State Park! Up until this month x^e have had 
a few weekend campers and fishermen, but with the holidays and cold weather even 
those few have disappeared. The Park seems quite linesome, except for the stirring 
of the animals. 

We hope that everyone had a very blessed and Merry Christmas and, along with 
us, are looking forward to a big and prosperous New Year with the PRT. 

BAKER CREEK - OSCAR KOLB 

With the Christmas Season passed, I hope each and everyone had a Merry Christ
mas and will have a very prosperous New Year. 

It was a pleasure to have my son, Kenneth, home from college and my daughter 
for the holidays. It was also a pleasant surprise to have Mr. Bob Gunter to visit 
the park a few days ago. Would Like to have him visit more often. 

With the building program going on, there is- plenty of work to be done. There 
are pine tops, stumps and brush to be removed. To say nothing of the big gullies to 
be filled. As some of you know, this task, with no help, the end never seems to be 
in sight. 

While the water is down, the beavers, have been very busy building their dams 
across the creeks and streams that feed into Baker Creek. I hope to have some pic
tures of them in the next issue. I also have some near record trees in the park. 
There is one pine with a 12 ft. circumference chest high. 

CHERAW - STORM BAILEY 

I hope all of you were as excited about Christmas as the Baileys. It's a 
little hard not to be excited with four children around. We hope that all of you 
had a Merry Christmas and that the coming new year will offer as much adventure for 
your park as this<-one did for Cheraw 

Speaking of the new, this appears to be the year for "new" at Cheraw. I'm 
rosing both or my rangers and this leaves me alone. The prospect of having to break 
in two new staff members is a little frightening, especially with all the work that 
has to be done this winter. The only bright thing is the creation of the position of 
Assistant Park Superintendent and the fact that in January I am going to get one at 
Cheraw. His name is Earl Dameworth and we're looking forward to his joining the 
staff. (not much of a staff right now, but the only way is up.) 

I read in the last issue of Sparks about the problems the locked gates and 
campers are creating for some of the superintendents. I'm especially thankful at 
times like these that I only get the dull, stay in the park, type of campers who 
realize that the sign at the entrance means just what it says. Park gates closed 
and locked at night. It saves time and you rarely lose sleep having to get up to let 
in a wandering camper. However, for those campers who travel late and expect you to 
be there ready and open regardless of the hour, we've placed keys with the local police 
department and several of the filling stations. When the camper finds the gate locked 
he usually goes to one of the above to ask who they can call to get in. They give him 
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the key with instructions to return it to the superintendent personally. It has 
worked out rather well so far. The only thing is you must be sure the people you 
give the keys out to are reliable. You'd be surprised how willing the filling 
stations are to cooperate as they realize these campers are also gasoline dollars. 

I'm shocked to hear about Norman's attack by his pet alligator. It's 
enough to shake one's faith in authority. Sacrilegious, too. And if you don't 
think it took courage on the part of the alligator, you try bracing Norman in 
his oxra stronghold. 

Just as a matter of information. I read that several of the parks are in
volved in the horseback'riding surge that seems to be becoming one of the most 
popular recreation activities on the scene today, and I thought it would be of 
interest that Cheraw's trail ride concession is still in operation and doing fairly 
well. We note that with the decrease in campers the number of riders has de
creased, but we hope to overcome this by interesting the local community in this 
year-round activity by involving the scouts, churches, birthday parties and the 
like. 

If Archie thinks I need a doctor for submitting but one suggestion last 
issue, wait until he reads this one. I don't have the first one. I've thought 
of several things, but hesitate to submit them because of their lack of interest. 

Things like having a slide projector for each park or at least several 
parks, and several different slide collections available on demand geared to fit 
the several groups and interests the superintendent is called on to speak to. 

Or the distribution of bulletin board material by the Columbia office 
(they are in a better position to have this material than the superintendents). 
Or the exchange of material between parks that are close enough to travel in a 
day's outing. 

Thoughts like a slide presentation on each park and local points of inter
est and these traded among the different parks as an incentive for the local user 
to try his hand at recreation in a new area or park. This idea has appeal espe
cially if the idea of campfire programs continue to grow. This would not only 
provide programs, but induce the camper to stay in the state longer. 

Or j.deas like car trails, fishing contests, garden clubs sponsoring wild-
flower gardens in the parks, Boy Scout conservation projects, photography contests, 
using the parks as background for the entries, and art shows sponsored by the parks 
and held out-of-doors. This has several possibilities in that only outdoor scenes 
could be accepted, or just scenes painted of the park involved. 

And then the thought of organized recreation always is on my mind - soft-
ball, volley ball, tennis, football, shuffleboard and sundry other sports outings 
all sponsored by the local parks. 

But then none of these thoughts are original I'm sure and I just hesitated 
to submit them. Just wait until next issue - I'll think of something. 
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GIVHANS FERRY - WILLIAM WIGGINS 
By- " 

Bob Wannamaker, Ranger 

We hope everyone is as excited about the New Year as we are here. Mr. and 
Mrs. Wiggins are gaining a son-in-law soon. Their daugher, Linda, is getting 
married in March. 

Sarah and I won a trip to Florida for 4 days and 3 nights. It was a 
tourism promotion for the local supermarkets sponsored by the merchants of 
Florida. We decided not to take the trip. We both have seen enough of Florida 
and not enough of South Carolina. It would be an excellent idea if the merchants 
of South Carolina could organize and sponsor trips and vacations in our state. 

We had a little excitement in our park Thanksgiving with hunters. The 
local game warden was called and he helped with this problem. 

We seemed to be the center of attraction during December. We had school 
parties and cabin rentals in spite of the cold weather, and a wedding reception 
in our recreation building. 

Mr. Bill and I would like to take this opportunity to thank Santa Claus 
for his visit to our park. Out tie clasp tops off our "blues". 

We hope everyone had a Happy Thanksgiving and a Merry Christmas, and has 
started the New Year off right. 

HUNTING ISTAND - LEE W. JORDAN 

We have been here for 3 months and are enjoying it very much now that the 
mosquitos are gone. 

The clean-up program is well underway, but still a long way to go. 
Thanks to the cooperation of our excellent park personnel. 

Our new ranger, Paul Irwin, has been an asset to the park and we are 
happy to have him. Welcome, Paul. 

HUNTINGTON BEACH - NORMAN COOLER 
By-

Donald Brown & Winfred Harris, Rangers 

We thought that camping was about over at Huntington Beach until the wee.k-
* end of December 13th, when we had a "Man Power - Boy Power" scout group with 103 
boys for the weekend. 

Last month we had a. family camping with us from Australia and they had a 
very good time, making plans to return, to Huntington Beach as soon as possible. 

Now that everyone has heard of P.R.T. and B.S.P.D.C. we will let them hear 
of C.B.H.B.C. If not, let them come to Huntington Beach and see the Cooler, Brown, 
Harris Building Crew. We wish to let everyone know what a great man and super
intendent Norman B. Cooler is. He is the best in every respect as far as we are 
concerned. 

December was a good month for ducks and geese. We have had a great 
number of them in our lake and have had one whistling swan for several weeks. 



We had a visit from Mickey Spillane, who lives at Murrells Inlet, and the 
producer of "Gunsmoke". They were looking at Atalaya, thinking of the possibility 
of using this as a setting for production of a movie based on one of Spillane's 
recent books. 

KINGS MOUNTAIN - MARSHALL WALDT 

Fire Control Suggestion: That each park superintendent contact, personally 
or otherwise, all property owners surrounding their park and express their appre
ciation in the cooperation of the land owners in preventing fires from getting 
started on or near their park. 

We at Kings Mountain sincerely hope everyone of you had a Merry Christmas 
and our best wishes to you for the New Year. 

LEE - LARRY ADAIR 

Sorry I didn't get this in for the last Sparks. I'll try to make up for 
it this time. • • 

November was our best off-season month since I've been here. We started 

off with a big week-end with 175 Boy Scouts from the Sumter - Lee - Shaw area, 

37 Girl Scouts and the Trail-Riders with a. camp-out for them. My thanks to 

Archie and Sally Hardy for their fine chaperoning of this group. If it hadn't 
been for them you-know-who would have had to spend the night in the camping 
area. 

We haven't, had any more organized trail rides, but have had from 5-10 
riders from a ladies' riding club in Sumter for the past three Thursdays for a 
three-hour ride. 

I would also like to mention that in Bishopville's Christmas Parade we 
had horseback riders representing Lee State Park's Trail-Riders. 

I'm glad to see Mr. Janson Cox mentioned "The Tree Ring Readers" in the 
last edition of Sparks„ We have a log cut and are planning to put it on the 
nature trail explicitly for this purpose. 

The first articles I read when the Sparks arrives are the ones from 
Cheraw and Little Pee Dee. Storm's and LaFon's troubles always make mine seem 
so_small that the rest of my day always goes better. 

MYRTLE BEACH - TED BARBIE 
« 

Brother, have we had some cold weather during the past two weeks! 
Luckily we've had no broken water lines so far but you can bet your bottom 
dollar that when all the lines are opened up again, we'll have some breaks. 

It was a sad night in the park the first Tuesday in December. This 

was the first night that we didn't have a registered camper in the park since 
back in the early spring. We've had several empty nights since. 

I still say that the Myrtle Beach area will be a year round resort with

in a very short time. We even had a cabin reserved beginning on December 23rd, 

and this has never happened this late in the season before. 
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Our compliments go out to Norman Cooler for the neat frames that he 
made for the Park Rules and Regulations. These frames were made from scrap 
lumber and really make these posters stand out. Norman has done a remarkable 
job in developing Huntington Beach State Park to its present condition. 

Our thanks go out to Mr. Donald McSween for the tie clasps we received 
for Christmas. This really gives us a complete uniform. 

To those of you in the parks who have the small routing machines, you 
might like to try the following. We attached a small pigtail, with a 75-watt 
bulb directly to the switch on top of the router. Let the bulb hang down al
most to the router bit and paint the side of the bulb black facing the operator 
to cut down on the glare. This really helps out especially when cutting small 
letters. 

PARIS MOUNTAIN •••• EDDIE MILLER 

A meeting was held in Greenville on November 26, 1968 for the Fourth 
Congressional District of the Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism. 
Most of you, I am sure, attended these meetings when held in your districts 
so you know what they were all about, but. I would like to say that the program 
was very informative as to what has been accomplished and also as to what lies 
ahead in the future. Our Commissioner, Mr. E. A. Ramsaur, was host along with 
Messrs. Bob Hickman, Fred Brinkman, Don McSween, Archie Hardy, and Jim Denning 
from the Columbia Office, Superintendents Bob Jones, LeRoy Smith and I modeled 
our uniforms and also got a look at the new blue coveralls. 

Our young son, Chris, age 10, 100 lbs., has finished his first year of 
organized football. His team (Ballanger Bulldozers) went undefeated for the 
season and at their banquet, he was presented a trophy as the most, improved 
player. He was also fortunate enough to be selected for the All Star team and 
played in the Rotary Bowl. For that game he received a trophy for being the 
best sport. Yes, those are buttons you see popping off my vest:! 

In the first issue of Sparks I t.old you that our middle son, Bobby, had 
enlisted in the Marine Corps on May 16, 1968. Well, exactly seven months and 
three days later, December 19, 1968, he left Camp Pendleton, California for 
Vietnam. He will be with the First Marine Division at DaN'ang. My wife and I 
ask that you all remember him in. your prayers. 

POINSETT - JOE FRANK. WATSON 

We finally got one of the. Mainstream crews I have heard, so much about. 
After ten years of operations and maintenance, the idea, of building something 
new sounds great. 

Operations here are dragging along quite slowly due to the cold weather 
and some last minute leave-taking. Despite the cold, we. are still having some 
park visitors. We have sent in. some receipts every week. I wonder if any park 
sends in some receipts every week all year. 

RIVERS BRIDGE - ERNIE MOBLEY 

First off, I'd like to thank Mr. McSween for the tie clasp. It adds 
that finishing touch to the park, uniform. 
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December brought cold weather and a sharp decrease in the number of 
visitors here. This was not unusual for December, of course. However, Decem
ber is not a completely dull month due to Christmas parties and a camper every 
now and then. 

Speaking of. campers brings to mind the only camper I've felt, truly 
sorry for. Several nights ago a family of Canadians camped in a tent and the 
temperature dropped to about 20 degrees. I guess this was just mild weather 
to them, but even at that, it seemed a bit cold for camping to me. 

The Christmas parties have brought out an idea for light reflective 
signs. This would be helpful to those campers who come in after hours. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to wish everyone in the 
department a Happy New Year. 

SESQUICENTENNIAL - PEARCE THOMSON 

We have recently finished sealing and winterizing the rest room building 
in our camping area. I'm sure our winter-time campers will appreciate this 
pxtra comfort. 

I was real glad to see in the paper the other day about Ray Sisk's son, 
Steve, signing a football scholarship with the University of South Carolina. 
Steve worked as a lifeguard at Sesqui last summer and is an outstanding young, 
man. We're real proud of Steve and know that he's going to be a. big asset to 
use. 

The self-guided nature trail booklets for our trail finally arrived and 
I think they are going to be very popular with our hikers. Archie Hardy and 
Dave Rembert did a wonderful job on the booklets and we send our thanks to them. 

It's been most enjoyable for me to visit with several of the other super
intendents during our surveying expeditions for the new camping areas. I hope to 
see more of the parks right after the first of the year when I return from a few 
days of leave. 

Things are awfully quiet around here since it turned cold. About. . the only 
thing we he.ar now is the bark of a swan or the honk of a goose. It seems that 
most of the people have taken to indoor activities the past few weeks. 

TABLE ROCK - BOB JONES 

Well everything is pretty quiet here at the park this time, of the year. 
There were a few hikers and several scout groups camped in the primitive camping 
area the first couple of weeks in December. Rangers Andrew Kennedy and Marshall 
Brucke and myself have been busy trying to catch up with our maintenance and re
pairs. With heavy cabin use during September, October, and November there'was 
little time for maintenance work. We are about to.catch up with this now, how
ever . 

We just did squeeze by until December 2nd (when our cabin rental schedule 
ended) without, any frozen plumbing pipes. On several nights the thermometer 
dipped down to 20 degrees. 

One of several projects completed here since Thanksgiving has been the re
modeling of the superintendent's office. We had been putting this off for sometime 
but now that it's finished it sure is nice, and in keeping, I think, with the 
general upgrading of all park facilities. 
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The park lake has been drained and is new being refilled. The lake will 
be restocked with 3,000 eight to ten inch brook trout sometime in January. Fish 
biologist Don Archer has advised of a change in the stocking schedule for the 
lake. After the initial stocking in January, a thousand or so trout will be added 
every three or four weeks depending on the availability of the trout, however. 

We are expecting anyday now for work to begin on the new Andrew Pickens 
Scenic Parkway (State Highway #11) which will touch the park near the "east en
trance". This is the section of State 11 running between U. S, 178 north of 
Pickens over to U. S. 276 near Caesars Head. It will take more than a year, I 
understand, to complete work on this new road, and I can't help but wonder just 
what effect all this construction so near the entrance to the park may have on our 
operation during the busy season next, summer. 

Have received from Archie Hardy several of the new folders relative to our 
new Self-Interpretive Nature Trail. Archie, they sure are nice. I would like to 
thank you and everyone in the Central Office who helped out on the preparation of 
this new folder. I am sure they will be received with much pleasure and enthusiasm 
by the cabin users, family campers and park users in general. 

Bill Lamlcin and Don Mathias of the Planning Department came up several weeks 
ago to lay out our new tent and trailer camping area. The new area has a lot of 
potential, I believe it will develop into a very fine addition to the facilities 
here at. Table Rock. Pearce Thomson and Don came a week later to run a campsite line 
on the area. Thanks, fellas, we appreciate your help and it was nice to have you 
here at Table Rock. 

Ranger Marshall Bruc-.ke and his wife and daughter were in an auto accident 
in Pickens several weeks ago. Another car ran a red light and crashed right into 
the middle of Marshall's car. Neither Marshall, his wife Betty or daughter Sherrie 
were injured to any great extent but his car was a total loss. The other party in
volved in the accident was insured., however, and Marshall was compensated for the 
loss of his car a few days later. 

Ranger Andrew Kennedy has a torn cartilage in his left knee and may. have to 
have surgery. He.is scheduled for another checkup soon and will know more about the 
operation at that time. 

A note to the girls down at the Little River Welcome Center - Where are all 
the Florida bound tourist, you girls were going to send up this way? Please get with 
it ladies - we haven't had a tourist up this way in several, weeks, you know. 

During the holidays Marshall and Betty and daughter Sherrie, Andrew and, Mrs. 
Kennedy and their daughter Pamela and son. Bruce came over for a get-together. We 
enjoyed cooking steaks out in the yard. 

Eighteen years ago when Eddie Miller went to Paris Mountain State Park, he 
and his wife Lillian had a one year old son named Bobby. I was park, ranger at Paris 
Mountain at. that time and came to be very fond of young Bobby. By the time he was 
two years old, he was following me all over the park and he often rode with me in 
the park truck on weekends when 1 was on duty in the park. Bobby is nineteen now 
and a U. S. Marine. December 1.9 Bobby left a port in California for Vietnam. To 
you, Eddie and Lillian, you may be sure our prayers will be with Bobby until he is 
safely back with you. 
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SUPERINTENDENT LEE JORDAN 
HUNTING ISLAND STATE PARK 

November 18, 1968 

Director 
South Carolina Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
Columbia, South Carolina 

Gentlemen: 

Recently our firm completed a contract for the Corps of 
Engineers on a jetty located on the north end of Hunting 
Island where your state has a most beautiful park. At 
approximately the same time we commenced work on the 
project you had placed in charge of the park a new Super" 
intendent, Mr. Lee Jordan. I became acquainted with him 
and his operation since we were working inside the park, 
I was on hand to observe his initial efforts in reorganiz 
ing and setting out with his programs for the park. 

In my position as Vice President and Production Manager 
of Misener Marine, I have over the years hired and worked 
many new engineers and superintendents and it always 
pleases me to see a new man move in and handle a project 
with zeal and efficiency. I thought you might be in
terested in an outsiders point of view concerning the 
efforts at Hunting Island by Mr. Jordan. 

I \>;as very impressed with the enthusiasm with which he 
tackled the job and the progress he was making. During 
the thirty or so days I was present he worked extremely 
long hours and seemed to have very good morale among the 
men who worked under him. 

You can be sure that with his continued efforts the Hunti 
^Island Park will become a most popular tourist attraction 
and a credit to the State of South Carolina. 

Very truly yours, 

MISENER MARINE CONSTRUCTION, INC. 

James L. Brown, Jr. 
Vice President 
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TO THE SUPERINTENDENTS. 

The editor of the Palmetto State Sparkplugger hopes, in the near 
future to place in the hands of each park superintendent some guidelines 
for them to follow in providing copy to be run in the publication, li; is 
anticipated that the Sparkpluggo-t will be mailed out to parks people in 
every state in the country. From cover to cover the editor will attempt 
to upgrade the copy and photographic materials to the degree that the 
Division of Parks and Recreation will provide a publication of merit. 

The superintendents will make the editing job much easier by mail
ing in their reports as early as possible. The editor is mindful that 
news items are somewhat on the. scarce side during the winter months, and 
it is hoped that the guidelines will help the men in the parks to provide 
informative reports for the publication. 

MURDOCH LAUDED 

The editor, for himself and the Division of Parks and Recreation, 
would wish to express their deep appreciation for the very splendid job 
done•on the Sparkplugger by Haynie Murdoch in the print shop. Haynie spent 
the extra hours of painstaking effort to run the. publication for the first 
time on the offset press. -With his skill and broad capabilities, various 
unique features will be phased into the publication to increase its value 
to the Division and the Department. The Department of Parks, Recreation 
and Tourism is fortunate to have Haynie aboard and on the team! 

VACATION IN SUNNY SOUTH CAROLINA 
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