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ABSTRACT
This study reports on an intensive cultural
resources survey of a 375.9 acre tract in the
northern portion of Barnwell County, within the city
limits of Blackville, South Carolina. The work,
conducted for Marshall L. Martin, Jr. of the Barnwell
County Economic Development Commission, is
meant to assist the client in complying with Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and
the regulations codified in 36CFR800.
The tract is to be used by Barnwell County
for the construction of the Blackville Industrial Park.
The survey area is situated in northwest Blackville
between US 78 and S-61 . The eastern boundary
is the abandoned rail road, while a small portion of
the proposed area extends to US 78. It consists of
mostly fallow fields, but also contains areas of
mixed pine and hardwood forests and wetlands. A
dirt road extends through the tract making
accessibility easy.
This survey was conducted to identify and
assess archaeological and historical sites which
may be in the project domain. For this study an
area of potential effect (APE) about 0.5 mile around
the proposed tract was assumed. The proposed
undertaking will require clearing, grubbing, and
grading, along with the construction of both
underground utilities as well as industrial
structures.
There will likely be short-term
construction impacts, including increased noise
and .dust levels, and increased construction related
traffic. The long-term affects will primarily be
limited to the study tract itself, although there is
potential for visual intrusion of nearby properties.
Consultation with the S.C. Department of
Archives and History revealed no properties in or
near Blackville that have been determined eligible
for the National Register of Historic Places. An
investigation of the archaeological site files at the
S.C. Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology
identified no archaeological sites within the APE.
The archaeological survey of the tract
incorporated shovel testing at 100-foot intervals on

transects laid out at 100-foot intervals. All shovel
test fill was screened through ¼-inch mesh and
the shovel tests were backfilled at the completion
of the study. In the wetland areas, no shovel tests
were performed, but a pedestrian survey was still
completed . A total of 1,282 shovel tests were
excavated along 58 transect lines. 59 additional
tests were added for the two sites.
As a result of these investigations, two
historical sites, 38BR1074 and 38BR1075, were
uncovered. Both of these sites appear to be late
nineteenth to early twentieth century domestic
sites, but due to lack of integrity, probably from
intensive cultivation, and the inability to provide
additional information about domestic sites of the
time period, bot sites are recommended not
eligible for inclusion on the National Register of
Historic Places and no additional management
activity is recommended pending the review of the
State Historic Preservation Office and the lead
federal agency.
A survey of public roads within a mile of
the proposed undertaking was conducted in an
effort to identify any architectural sites over 50
years old which also retained their integrity.
Finally, it is possible that archaeological
remains may be encountered in the project area
during clearing activities. Crews should be
advised to report any discoveries of
concentrations of artifacts (such as bottles,
ceramics, or projectile points) or brick rubble to
the project engineer, who should in turn report the
material to the State Historic Preservation Office
or to Chicora Foundation {the process of dealing
with late discoveries is discussed in
36CFR800.13(b)(3)). No construction should take
place in the vicinity of these late discoveries until
they have been examined by an archaeologist
and , if necessary, have been processed according
to 36CFR800 .13(b){3).
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INTRODUCTION
This investigation was conducted by Dr.
Michael Trinkley of Chicora Foundation, Inc. for
Mr. Marshall L. Martin, Jr. of the Barnwell County
Economic Development Commission. The work
was conducted to assist the Barnwell County
Economic Development Commission comply with
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act and the regulations codified in 36CFR800.
The project site consists of approximately
375.9 acres of land proposed to be used for the
Blackville Industrial Park, located in the northwest
portion of the city of Blackville (Figure 1). The
project is situated mostly in fallow fields, but also
contains areas of wetlands and pines and
hardwoods.
The tract, as previously mentioned, is
intended to be used for an industrial park.
Landscape alteration, primarily clearing, grubbing,
and grading , as well as the actual construction of
underground utilities (such as storm water
drainage), and the construction of parking areas
and industrial center, will cause severe damage to
the ground surface and any archaeological
resources which may be present in the survey
area .
Construction, operation, and maintenance
of the facility may also have an impact on historic
resources in the project area. The project will not
directly effect any historic structures (since none
are located on the survey parcel), but the
eompleted facility may detract from the visual
integrity of historic properties, creating what many
consider discordant surroundings. As a result,
this architectural survey uses an area of potential
effect (APE) about 0.5 mile radius around the
proposed survey tract.
This study, however, does not consider
any future secondary impact of the project,
including increased or expanded industrial
development of this portion of Barnwell County.

We were requested by Mr. Ken Smoak of
Waters to provide a proposal for the
&
Sabine
survey on April 9, 2002. A revised proposal was
referred to Mr. Marshall L. Martin, Jr. of the
Barnwell County Economic Development
Commission on April 30, 2002 .
These investigations incorporated a
review of the site files at the South Carolina
Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology. As a
result of that work, no sites were found in the 1.0
mile APE.
The South Carolina Department of
Archives and History GIS was consulted to check
for any NRHP buildings, districts, structures, sites,
or objects in the study area . No NRHP sites were
found within a mile of the survey, however no
comprehensive county survey has been
performed for Barnwell County.
Archival and historical research was
limited to a review of secondary sources available
in the Chicora Foundation files.
The archaeological survey was conducted
on from May 13-17 by Mr. Tom Covington and Ms.
Nicole Southerland under the direction of Dr.
Michael Trinkley and revealed two sites,
38BR1074 and 38BR1075, situated within the
proposed project area . Both of these sites appear
to be late nineteenth to early twentieth century
domestic sites with both surface and subsurface
components. Due to the intensive cultivation in
the area, the sites are heavily damaged and do
not appear to retain much integrity. It is also
unlikely that these sites will be able to answer any
significant research question concerning this time
Therefore , both sites are
in history.
recommended not eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places.
The architectural survey of the APE,
designed to identify any structures over 50 years
in age which retain their integrity revealed no such
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structures.
Laboratory work and report production
was conducted at Chicora's laboratories in
Columbia, South Carolina from May 20-23. Two
archaeological site forms for the site identified
during this investigation have been filed with the
South Carolina Institute of Archaeology and
Anthropology (SCIAA}. The field notes, artifact
catalog, and artifacts resulting from these
investigations will be curated at SCIAA and will be
maintained by that institution in perpetuity. The
only photographic materials associated with this
project are color prints, which are not archival.
The negatives and prints for these photographs
are retained by Chicora Foundation.
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NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
Physiogr aphy

Geology and Soils

Barnwell County is situated in the Middle
Coastal Plain of South Carolina and is bounded
on the east by Allendale and Bamberg Counties,
to the southwest by Georgia, to the west by Aiken
County, and to the northeast by Orangeburg
County. The land primarily consists of gently
rolling hills to broad flat areas with elevations
ranging from about 105 feet above mean sea level
(AMSL) where the Salkehatchie River flows out of
the county to the east to a high of about 380 feet
AMSL close to the Aiken County line (Rogers
1977).

The geology is characteristic of the
Coastal Plain. The parent materials of the soils
are marine or fluvial deposits which consist of
varying amounts of sands, silts, and clays. There
are three terrace formations in the county formed
during the Pleistocene period . The oldest is the
Brandywine Terrace which is 215-270 feet (close
to sea level). The next is the Coharie Terrace at
170-215 feet and the youngest terrace is the
Sunderland Terrace with an elevation of about
170 feet (Rogers 1977).

The main drainages for the county are the
South Fork Edisto River and the Salkehatchie
River (Rogers 1977). In the survey area, a portion
of Windy Hill Creek flows which meets with the
South Fork Edisto River to the north .

The project area contains seven different
soil types. The most common, displayed on at
least 90% of the tract are Duplin sandy loams.
This type has an Ap horizon of dark gray
(1 0YR4/1) sandy loam to a depth of 0.7 foot over
a yellowish brown (10YR5/4) sandy clay which

The study area is situated in the northern
portion of Barnwell
County. The proposed
tract is situated
predomin ately on
fallow fields between
S-61 and US 78. Pine
and hardwood forests
complete the periphery
of the tract with
several areas of
wetlands also present.
e
h
T
topography tends to
be relatively flat, with a
gentle slopes toward
the wetland areas.
Elevations are from
270-290 feet AMSL
and the study tract
exhibits only two
distinct ridge tops
which would make
occupation more likely.
5
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Climate
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Figure 4. View of wetlands looking southwest.

can occur to just over 2.0 feet.
McColl loams and Vaucluse loamy sands
occur next in frequency. The McColl series,
located in the western portion of the survey area,
has an Ap horizon of black ( 10YR2/1) loam to a
depth ov 0. 7 foot over a gray (N6/0) clay occurring
to a depth of 1.2 feet. Vaucluse soils have an Ap
horizon of dark brown (10YR4/3) loamy sand to a
depth of 0.5 foot over a reddish brown (5YR5/4)
sandy loam to just over a foot.
The remaining four soils, Rembert loams,
Plummer loamy sands, Fuquay sands, and
Blanton sands, are only found in small patches in
the ,survey area. Rembert loams have an Ap
horizon of very dark gray (10YR3/1) loam to a
depth of 0.4 foot over a light gray (1 0YR6/1) clay
which can occur to a depth of 2.8 feet. The
Plummer series has an Ap horizon of very dark
gray (1 0YR3/1) loamy sand to a depth of 0.8 feet
over a light gray (1 0YR6/1) sand occurring to a
depth of 2.5 feet. Fuquay soils have an Ap
horizon of grayish brown (10YR5/2) sand to a
depth of 0.8 foot over a light yellowish brown (2.5
Y6/4) sand to a depth of 1.8 feet. The Blanton
series has an A 1 horizon of light olive gray (5Y6/2)
sand to a depth of 0.5 foot over a pale yellow
(2.5Y8/4) sand occurring to a depth of 2.5 feet.

6

The general climate
of the Barnwell County area
is characterized by mild
This
humid conditions.
climate is influenced by the
warm Gulf Stream, as well
as by the Appalachian
mountains which block the
coldest air masses. Other
factors include latitude,
elevation , distance from the
ocean , and location with
respect to the average tracts
of migratory cyclones. Day
to day weather is controlled
primarily by the movement
of pressure systems across
the nation. however, during
the summer months there
are few complete exchanges
of air masses because tropical maritime air
persists for extended periods (Rogers 1977).
The average annual precipitation in the
Barnwell area is 40.7 inches and is unevenly
distributed throughout the year (Rogers 1977).
Blackville appears to be an area of extremes
holding the record for the heaviest rainfall in 1964
with 75.1 inches and the record for the least
rainfall in 1954 with 27.85 inches for the year
(Rogers 1977).
Floristics
There are two major categories of plant
communities which exist in the Coastal Plain area
where there is nearly level topography. The fi rst
category consists of upland vegetation .
Supported here are a mixture of coniferous and
deciduous forests dominated by pines and
broadleaf taxa such as upland oaks, sweetgum,
hickories, and various understory species.
Lowland forests are located on the
floodplains of the Pee Dee, Little Pee Dee, and
Lyches rivers. This floodpl ain is 30 to 40 feet
lower in elevation and is clearly defined by a
scarp, such as found on the northern boundary of
the survey tract. These floodplain soils are
forested with balk cypress, gum, sycamore, water

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

hickory, lowland oaks, soft maples, willows, and
other herbaceous species.

7
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PREHISTORIC AND HISTORIC BACKGROUND
Previous Research

universally accepted.

Of the 43 reports concerning Barnwell
County listed by Derting et al. ( 1991 ), nearly 65%
(n=28) are the result of investigations in and
around the Savannah River Plant, located about
12 miles west of the site (see Brooks 1981 and
1984). The other projects represent relatively
small transmission line and other projects.

The Paleoindian occupation, while
widespread, does not appear to have been
intensive. Artifacts are most frequently found
along major river drainages, which Michie
interprets to support the concept of an economy
"oriented toward the exploitation of now extinct
mega-fauna" (Michie 1977: 124 ). Survey data for
Paleoindian tools, most notably fluted points, is
somewhat dated, but has been summarized by
Charles and Michie 1992). They reveal a
widespread distribution across the state (see also
Anderson 1992b:Figure 5.1) with at least several
concentrations relating to intensity of collector
activity. What is clear is that points are found fairly
far removed from the origin of the raw material.
Charles and Miehe suggest that this may "imply a
geographically extensive settlement system"
{Charles and Michie 1992:247).

Prehistoric Overview
Paleoindian Period

The Paleoindian Period, most commonly
dated from about 12,000 to 10,000 B.P. , is
evidenced by basally thinned, side-notch projectile
points; fluted, lanceolate projectile points, side
scrapers, end scrapers; and drills (Coe 1964;
Michie 1977; Williams 1965). Oliver (1981, 1985)
has proposed to extend the Paleoindian dating in
the North Carolina Piedmont to perhaps as early
as 14,000 B.P., incorporating the Hardaway SideNotched and Palmer Corner-Notched types,
usually accepted as Early Archaic, as
representatives of the terminal phase. This view,
verbally suggested by Coe for a number of years,
has considerable technological appeal. 1 Oliver
suggests a continuity from the Hardaway Blade
through the Hardaway-Dalton to the Hardaway
Side-Notched, eventually to the Palmer SideNotched . (Oliver 1985 : 199-200) . While
convincingly argued , this approach is not

1

While never discussed by Coe at length, he
did observe that many of the Hardaway points,
especially from the lowest contexts, had facial fluting or
thinning which, "in cases where the side-notches or
basal portions were missing, .. . could be mistaken for
fluted points of the Paleo-Indian period" (Coe 1964:64).
While not an especially strong statement, it does reveal
the formation of the concept. Further insight is offered
by Ward's (1983:63) all too brief comments on the more
recent investigations at the Hardaway site (see also
Daniel 1992).

Although data are sparse, one of the more
attractive theories that explains the widespread
distribution of Paleoindian sites is the model
tracking the replacement of a high technology
forager (or HTF) adaptation by a "progressively
more generalized band/microband foraging
adaption" accompanied by increasingly distinct
regional traditions (perhaps reflecting movement
either along or perhaps even between river
drainages) (Anderson 1992b:46).
Distinctive projectile points include
lanceolates such as Clovis, Dalton, perhaps the
Hardaway, and Big Sandy (Coe 1964; Phelps
1983; Oliver 1985). A temporal sequence of
Paleoindian projectile points was proposed by
Williams ( 1965:24-51 ), but according to Phelps
(1983:18) there is little stratigraphic or
chronometric evidence for it. While this is certainly
true, a number of authors , such as Anderson
(1992a) and Oliver (1985) have assembled
impressive data sets. We are inclined to believe
that while often not conclusively proven by

9
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Figure 5. Generalized cultural sequence for South Carolina.
stratigraphic excavations (and such proof may be
an unreasonable expectation), there is a large
body of circumstantial evidence. The weight of this
evidence tends to provide considerable support.
Unfortunately, relatively little is known
about Paleoindian subsistence strategies ,
settlement systems, or social organization (see,
however, Anderson 1992b for an excellent
overview and synthesis of what is known).
Generally, archaeologists agree that the
10

Paleoindian groups were at a band level of
society, were nomadic, and were both hunters and
foragers. While population density, based on
isolated finds, is thought to have been low,
Walthall suggests that toward the end of the
period, "there was an increase in population
density and in territoriality and that a number of
new resource areas were beginning to be
exploited" (Walthall 1980:30) .

PREHISTORIC AND HISTORIC BACKGROUND

Archaic Period

The Archaic Period, which dates from
10,000 to 3,000 B.P.2 , does not form a sharp
break with the Paleoindian Period, but is a slow
transition characterized by a modern climate and
an increase in the diversity of material culture.
Associated with this is a reliance on a broad
spectrum of small mammals, although the white
tailed deer was likely the most commonly
exploited animal. Archaic period assemblages,
exemplified by corner-notched and broadstemmed projectile points, are fairly common,
perhaps because the swamps and drainages
offered especially attractive ecotones.
Many researchers have reported data
suggestive of a noticeable population increase
from the Paleoindian into the Early Archaic. This
has tentatively been associated with a greater
emphasis on foraging. Diagnostic Early Archaic
artifacts include the Kirk Corner Notched point. As
previously discussed, Palmer points may be
included with either the Paleoindian or Archaic
period, depending on theoretical perspective. As
the climate became hotter and drier than the

2
The terminal point for the Archaic is no
clearer than that for the Paleoindian and many
researchers suggest a terminal date of 4,000 B.P. rather
than 3,000 B.P. There is also the question of whether
ceramics, such as the fiber-tempered Stallings ware, will
be included as Archaic, or will be included with the
Woodland . Oliver, for example, argues that the inclusion
of ceramics with Late Archaic attributes "complicates
and confuses classification and interpretation
nee<;llessly" (Oliver 1981 :20). He comments that
according to the original definition of the Archaic, it
"represents a preceramic horizon" and that "the
presence of ceramics provides a convenient marker for
separation of the Archaic and Woodland periods (Oliver
1981 :21 ). Others would counter that such an approach
ignores cultural continuity and forces an artificial, and
perhaps unrealistic, separation. Sassaman and
Anderson (1994:38-44), for example, include Stallings
and Thom's Creek wares in their discussion of "Late
Archaic Pottery." While this issue has been of
considerable importance along the Carolina and
Georgia coasts, it has never affected the Piedmont,
which seems to have embraced pottery far later, well
into the conventional Woodland period. The importance
of the issue in the Sandhills, unfortunately, is not well
known .

previous Paleoindian period,
resulting in
vegetational changes, it also affected settlement
patterning as evidenced by a long-term Kirk phase
midden deposit at the Hardaway site (Coe
1964:60). This is believed to have been the result
of a change in subsistence strategies.
Settlements during the Early Archaic
suggest the presence of a few very large, and
apparently intensively occupied, sites which can
best be considered base camps. Hardaway might
be one such site. In addition, there were
numerous small sites which produce only a few
artifacts - these are the "network of tracks"
mentioned by Ward (1983:65). The base camps
produce a wide range of artifact types and raw
materials which has suggested to many
researchers long-term, perhaps seasonal or multiseasonal, occupation. In contrast, the smaller
sites are thought of as special purpose or foraging
sites (see Ward 1983:67).
Middle Archaic (8,000 to 6,000 B.P.)
diagnostic artifacts include Morrow Mountain,
Guilford, Stanly and Halifax projectile points. Much
of our best information on the Middle Archaic
comes from sites investigated west of the
Appalachian Mountains, such as the work by Jeff
Chapman and his students in the Little Tennessee
River Valley (for a general overview see Chapman
1977, 1985a, 1985b). There is good evidence that
Middle Archaic lithic technologies changed
dramatically. End scrapers, at times associated
with Paleoindian traditions, are discontinued, raw
materials tend to reflect the greater use of locally
available materials, and mortars are initially
introduced. Associated with these technological
changes there seem to also be some significant
cultural modifications. Prepared burials begin to
more commonly occur and storage pits are
identified. The work at Middle Archaic river valley
sites, with their evidence of a diverse floral and
faunal subsistence base, seems to stand in stark
contrast to Caldwell's Middle Archaic "Old Quartz
Industry" of Georgia and the Carolinas, where
axes, choppers, and ground and polished stone
tools are very rare .
Among the most common of all Middle
Woodland artifacts is the Morrow Mountain
Stemmed projectile point. Originally divided into
two varieties by Coe (1964:37,43) based primarily
11
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on the size of the blade and the stem . Morrow
Mountain I points had relatively small triangular
blades with short, pointed stems. Morrow
Mountain II points had longer, narrower blades
with long, tapered stems. Coe suggested a
temporal sequence from Morrow Mountain I to
Morrow Mountain II. While this has been rejected
by some archaeologists, who suggest that the
differences are entirely related to the life-stage of
the point, the debate is far from settled and Coe
has considerable support for his scenario.
The Morrow Mountain point is also
important in our discussions since it represents a
departure from the Carolina Stemmed Tradition.
Coe has suggested that the groups responsible
for the Middle Archaic Morrow Mountain (and the
later Guilford points) were intrusive ("without any
background" in Coe's words) into the North
Carolina Piedmont, from the west, and were
contemporaneous with the groups producing
Stanly points (Coe 1964:122-123; see also Phelps
1983:23). Phelps, building on Coe, refers to the
Morrow Mountain and Guilford as the "Western
Intrusive horizon." Sassaman (1995) has recently
proposed a scenario for the Morrow Mountain
groups which would support this west-to-east
time-transgressive process.
Abbott and his
colleagues, perhaps unaware of Sassaman's data,
dismiss the concept, commenting that the shear
distribution and number of these points "makes
this position wholly untenable" (Abbott et al.
1995:9).
The controversy surrounding Morrow
Mountain also includes its posited date range.
Coe (1964:123) did not expect the Morrow
Mountain to predate 6500 8 .P., yet more recent
research in Tennessee reveals a date range of
about 7500 to 6500 B.P. Sassaman and Anderson
(1994:24) observe that the South Carolina dates
have never matched the antiquity of their more
western counterparts and suggest continuation to
perhaps as late as 5500 B.P. In fact they suggest
that even later dates are possible since it can
often be difficult to separate Morrow Mountain and
Guilford points.
A recently defined point is the MALA. The
term is an acronym standing for Middle 6rchaic
and _!:ate 6rchaic, the strata in which these points
were first encountered at the Pen Point site
12

(38BR383) in Barnwell County, South Carolina
(Sassaman 1985). These stemmed and notched
lanceolate points were originally found in a context
suggesting a single-episode event with variation
not based on temporal variation. The original
discussion was explicitly worded to avoid
application of a typology, although as Sassaman
and Anderson ( 1994:27) note, the "type" has
spread into more common usage. There are
possible connections with both the Halifax points
of North Carolina and the Benton points of the
middle Tennessee River valley, while the
"heartland" for the MALA appears confined to the
lower middle Coastal Plain of South Carolina.
The available information has resulted in
a variety of competing settlement models. Some
argue for increased sedentism and a reduction of
mobility (see Goodyear et al. 1979: 111 ). Ward
argues that the most appropriate model is one
which includes relatively stable and sedentary
hunters and gatherers "primarily adapted to the
varied and rich resource base offered by the major
alluvial valleys" (Ward 1983:69). While he
recognizes the presence of "inter-riverine" sites,
he discounts explanations which focus on
seasonal rounds, suggesting "alternative
explanations . . . [including] a wide range of
adaptive responses." Most importantly, he notes
that:
the seasonal transhumance
model and the sedentary model
are opposite ends of a
continuum, and in all likelihood
variations on these two themes
probably existed in different
regions at different times
throughout the Archaic period
(Ward 1983:69).
Others suggest increased mobility during
the Archaic (see Cable 1982). Sassaman (1983)
has suggested that the Morrow Mountain phase
people had a great deal of residential mobility,
based on the variety of environmental zones they
are found in and the lack of site diversity. The high
level of mobility, coupled with the rapid
replacement of these points, may help explain the
seemingly large numbers of sites with Middle
Archaic assemblages. Curiously, the later
Guilford phase sites are not as widely distributed,
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perhaps suggesting that only certain microenvironments were used (cf. Ward (1983:68-69]
who would likely reject the notion that substantially
different environmental zones are, in fact,
represented).

Savannah River Stemmed to Small Savannah
River Stemmed to Gypsy Stemmed to Swannanoa
from about 5000 B.P. to about 1,500 B.P. He also
notes that the latter two forms are associated with
Woodland pottery.

Recently Abbott et al. argue for a
combination of these models, noting that the
almost certain increase in population levels
probably resulted in a contraction of local
territories. With small territories there would have
been significantly greater pressure to successfully
exploit the limited resources by more frequent
movement of camps. They discount the idea that
these territories could have been exploited from a
single base camp without horticultural technology.
Abbott and his colleagues conclude, "increased
residential mobility under such conditions may in
fact represent a common stage in the
development of sedentism" (Abbott et al. 1995:9).

This reconstruction is still debated with a
number of archaeologists expressing concern with
what they see as typological overlap and
ambiguity. They point to a dearth of radiocarbon
dates and good excavation contexts at the same
time they express concern with the application of
this typology outside the North Carolina Piedmont
(see, for a synopsis, Sassaman and Anderson
1990:158-162, 1994:35).

From excavations at a Sandhills site in
Chesterfield County, South Carolina, Gunn and
his colleague (Gunn and Wilson 1993) offer an
alternative model for Middle Archaic settlement.
He accepts that the uplands were desiccated from
global warming, but rather than limiting
occupation, this environmental change made the
area more attractive for residential base camps.
Gunn and Wilson suggest that the open, or fringe,
habitat of the upland margins would have been
attractive to a wide variety of plant and animal
species.
The Late Archaic, usually dated from
6,000 to 3,000 or 4,000 B.P., is characterized by
the appearance of large, square stemmed
Sav.annah River projectile points (Coe 1964).
These people continued to intensively exploit the
l::lplands much like earlier Archaic groups with , the
bulk of our data for this period coming from the
Uwharrie region in North Carolina.
One of the more debated issues of the
Late Archaic is the typology of the Savannah River
Stemmed and its various diminutive forms. Oliver,
refining Coe's ( 1964) original Savannah River
Stemmed type and a small variant from Gaston
(South 1959: 153-157), developed a complete
sequence of stemmed points that decrease
uniformly in size through time (Oliver 1981, 1985).
Specifically, he sees the progression from

In addition to the presence of Savannah
River points, the Late Archaic also witnessed the
of steatite vessels (see Coe
introduction
1964:112-113; Sassaman 1993), polished and
pecked stone artifacts, and grinding stones. Some
also include the introduction of fiber-tempered
pottery about 4000 B.P. in the Late Archaic (for a
discussion see Sassaman and Anderson 1994:3844 ). This innovation is of special importance along
the Georgia and South Carolina coasts, but
seems to have had only minimal impact in the
uplands of South or North Carolina .
There is evidence that during the Late
Archaic the climate began to approximate modern
climatic conditions . Rainfall increased resulting in
a more lush vegetation pattern. The pollen record
indicates an increase in pine which reduced the
oak-hickory nut masts which previously were so
widespread . This change probably affected
settlement patterning since nut masts were now
more isolated and concentrated. From research in
the Savannah River valley near Aiken, South
Carolina, Sassaman has found considerable
diversity in Late Archaic site types with sites
occurring in virtually every upland environmental
zone. He suggests that this more complex
settlement pattern evolved from an increasingly
complex socio-economic system . While it is
unlikely that this model can be simply transferred
to the Sandhills of South Carolina without an
extensive review of site data and microenvironmental data, it does demonstrate one
approach to understanding the transition from
Archaic to Woodland.
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Woodland Period

As previously discussed, there are those
who see the Woodland beginning with the
introduction of pottery. Under this scenario the
Early Woodland may begin as early as 4,500 B.P.
and continued to about 2,300 B.P. Diagnostics
would include the small variety of the Late
Archaic Savannah River Stemmed point (Oliver
1985) and pottery of the Stallings and Thoms
Creek series. These sand tempered Thoms Creek
wares are decorated using punctations, jab-anddrag , and incised designs (Trinkley 1976). Also
potentially included are Refuge wares, also
characterized by sandy paste, but often having
only a plain or dentate-stamped surface (Waring
1968). Others would have the Woodland
beginning about 3,000 B.P. and perhaps as late
as 2,500 B.P. with the introduction of pottery
which is cord-marked or fabric-impressed and
suggestive of influences from northern cultures.
There remains, in South Carolina,
considerable ambiguity regarding the pottery
series found in the Sandhills and their association
with coastal plain and piedmont types. The earliest
pottery found at many sites may be called either
Deptford or Yadkin, depending on the research or
their inclination at any given moment.
The Deptford phase, which dates from
3050 to 1350 B.P., is best characterized by fine to
coarse sandy paste pottery with a check stamped
surface treatment. The Deptford settlement
pattern involves both coastal and inland sites.
Inland sites such as 38AK228-W, 38LX5,
38RD60, and 38BM40 indicate the presence of an
extensive Deptford occupation on the Fall Line
and the Inner Coastal Plain/Sand Hills, although
sandy, acidic soils preclude statements on the
subsistence base (Anderson 1979; Ryan 1972;
Trinkley 1980). These interior or upland Deptford
sites, however, are strongly associated with the
swamp terrace edge, and this environment is
productive not only in nut masts, but also in large
mammals such as deer. Perhaps the best data
concerning Deptford "base camps" comes from
the Lewis-West site (38AK228-W), where
evidence of abundant food remain s, storage pit
features, elaborate material culture, mortuary
behavior, and craft specialization has been
14

reported (Sassaman et al. 1990:96-98; see also
Sassaman 1993 for similar data recovered from
38AK157).
Further to the north and west, in the
Piedmont, the Early Woodland is marked by a
pottery type defined by Coe (1964:27-29) as
Badin.3 This pottery is identified as having very
fine sand in the paste with an occasional pebble.
Coe identified cord-marked, fabric-marked, netimpressed , and plain surface finishes . Beyond this
pottery little is known about the makers of the
Badin wares and relatively few of these sherds are
reported from South Carolina sites.
Somewhat more information is available
for the Middle Woodland, typically given the range
of about 2,300 B.P. to 1,200 B.P. In the Piedmont
and even into the Sand Hills, the dominant Middle
Woodland ceramic type is typically identified as
the Yadkin series. Characterized by a crushed
quartz temper the pottery includes surface
treatments of cord-marked , fabric-marked, and a
very few linear check-stamped sherds (Coe
1964:30-32). It is regrettable that several of the
seemingly "best" Yadkin sites, such as the Trestle
site (31An19) explored by Peter Cooper (Ward
1983:72-73), have never been published.
Yadkin ceramics are associated with
medium-sized triangular points, although Oliver
( 1981) suggests that a continuation of the
Piedmont Stemmed Tradition to at least 1650 B.P.
coexisted with this Triangular Tradition . The
Yadkin in South Carolina has been best explored
by research at 38SU83 in Sumter County (Blanton
et al. 1986) and at 38FL249 in Florence County
(Trinkley et al. 1993)
In some respects the Late Woodland
(1 ,200 B.P. to 400 B.P.) may be characterized as
a continuation of previous Middle Woodland
cultural assemblages. While outside the Carolinas
there were major cultural changes, such as the

3

The ceramics suggest clear regional
differences during the Woodland which seem to only be
magnified during the later phases. Ward (1983:71), for
example, notes that there "marked distinctions" between
the pottery from the Buggs Island and Gaston
Reservoirs and that from the south-central Piedmont.
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continued development and elaboration of
agriculture, the Carolina groups settled into a
lifeway not appreciably different from that
observed for the previous 500-700 years. From
the vantage point of the Middle Savannah Valley
Sassaman and his colleagues note that, "the Late
Woodland is difficult to delineate typologically from
its antecedent or from the subsequent
Mississippian period" (Sassaman et al. 1990: 14 ).
This situation would remain unchanged until the
development of the South Appalachian
Mississippian complex (see Ferguson 1971).
Historic Overview

The expansion of South Carolina into
what is today Barnwell County was halted by the
Yemassee War of 1715. Afterwards, however,
when Fort Moore was built on the Savannah
River, the Orangeburg area opened up for
additional settlement. The European incursion
during this early period focused on cattle ranching,
described by Meriwether:
Cattle-raising was in many
respects a frontier occupation,
and occasionally cow pens were
established far beyond
settlements. But there was little
point in raising beeves so far
from market, for the middle
country continued to the
Revolution to be thinly settled,
and its myriad swamps,
especially in such comparatively
isolated sections as the
Coosawhatchie and Edisto Forks,
remains the chief cattle ranges
(Meriwether 1974:162; see also
Brooks 1980: 15-24 ).
The beginning of significant settlement in the
general area is usually identified with the founding
of Augusta and New Windsor during the mid1730s, although Mills would extend initial
settlement to as early as 1704 - even prior to the
Yemassee War (Mills 1972 [1826) :358) .
Regardless, with the settlement of Augusta, the
economy of the region began to shift from trapping
and fur trading to a greater emphasis on cattle,
farming , and even naval stores (with pitch and tar
being produced from the large tracts being cleared

for farming).
Settlement in this portion of South
Carolina was also spurred by the township plan of
Governor Robert Johnson in the 1730s. Amelia
Township was situated on the west bank of the
Congaree and Santee rivers, with the town site
situated at the mouth of the Congaree. Settlement
was particularly attracted to the areas of
Buckhead, Lyons, and Halfway Swamp Creek
(Smith 1977:9). It wasn 't until the late 1740s that
Amelia began to grow, but it quickly became a
planters' parish and by 1757 the population had
grown to 700 (Meriwether 1940:49-50). Further to
the south the Orangeburg Township was located
on the east bank of the North Fork of the Edisto
River, bordering Amelia to the north. The middle
and upper sections, notably along the rivers,
provided excellent agricultural land and this
settlement attracted a variety of German and
Swiss settlers. By 1740 the population had
reached 500 (Meriwether 1940:45-46). With the
end of the Cherokee threat in 1761 the area
attracted a second round of growth.
The American Revolution appears to have
again stagnated settlement in the area. Augusta
was besieged three times by American forces and
there were several battles in the general area.
Two were in Aiken County- one at Beech Island
and another at Galphin's Fort. Both of these were
in conjunction with the American capture of
Augusta from the British in 1781 . Another battle
occurred at Matthews Bluff in Allendale County
across from the mouth of Brier Creek. Also in
Allendale County there was a battle at Wiggins Hill
in late January 1781. Vinces's Fort, supposedly
on Lower Three Runs Creek west of the project
area in Barnwell County, was evacuated by
American forces in anticipation of Tory troops in
October 1781 (Brooks 1980: 27-28; Brooks also
suggests that the fort is on Steel Creek).
Lipscomb (1991 :23-24) lists three additional
actions in Barnwell County, including Morris Ford,
Slaugher Field (Windy Hill Creek - very near the
project tract), and Steel Creek, although little is
known about them .
Historian David Ramsay noted that with
the end of the Revolution the Carolina back
country began settlement in earnest (Ramsay
1809:576). By 1800 Barnwell District, consisting of
15
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the southwest portion of Aiken, all of what is today
Barnwell, most of Bamburg, and most of Allendale
counties, was split from Orangeburg District. The
district courthouse was established at Barnwell, in
the central portion of the district. In 1800 the
district contained 6,596 whites and 1,690 slaves.
The total population of the district more
than doubled in the following two decades,
although the growth was noticeably lopsided. By
1820 the white population had increased by only
23% - to 8,162, while the slave population
increased from 1,690 to 6,336 - a jump of nearly
375%. While whites still outnumbered African
Americans in Barnwell, the spectacular growth of
slavery clearly testifies to the importance of the
plantation system. Major crops in the district
included, according to Mills (1972 [1826]:359)
cotton, corn, some rye and wheat, sweet potatoes,
and peas. Barnwell itself was small and
unimpressive. Mills notes that, "it contains,
besides the court-house and jail (both of wood) a
female academy, about 30 houses, and 120
inhabitants. It is situate near the centre of the
district on the east side of Turkey Creek" (Mills
1972 [1826]:360). The only other settlement in the
district was Boiling Springs, "where the planters
spend their summers."
Mills' Atlas (Figure 6) suggests that
even by the first quarter of the nineteenth
century the project area was not heavily
populated. At the headwaters of Windy Hill
Creek there are no dwellings shown and
occupation appears to be tied to the road just
to the north which runs eastward along the
north bank of the Salkahatchie. North of the
projec;;t area was a club house, as well as the
settlement of W. Mathing. At least a portion of
thls road is still preserved as S-61 .
Perhaps the most significant event in
Barnwell's antebellum history was the
development of the railroad from Charleston to
Hamburg, completed in October 1833. This line
was developed with the intention of insuring
that planters had an alternative to sending their
cotton from Augusta to Savannah for sale and
shipment. By linking the interior of the state
with Charleston, the port hoped to secure the
trade which would otherwise by-pass it. So
certain was Charleston of the importance of
16

this effort, all of the finances were provided by the
local government, banks, and insurance
companies. Wallace notes, however, that the
hopes which gave birth to the South Carolina
Railroad (at that time the longest in the world)
were not fully realized . In fact, the railway did not
prosper until it was finally able to enter Augusta in
1852 (Wallace 1951 :377).
By 1850 Barnwell's population had grown
to 26,608, white slaves outnumbering free. There
were 12,289 whites and 14,008 African American
slaves, as well as 311 free persons of color. While
there were no colleges in Barnwell District, there
were 30 public schools with 450 pupils supported
by $5,160, most of which came from private
contributions.
Barnwell reported 1, 155,069 acres offarm
land, with about 17% of that (or 197,676 acres)
improved. This compares to 19.8% improved in
nearby Orangeburg and nearly 28% improved in
Edgefield. There were nearly 1,600 farms in
Barnwell County, with an average size of 1,558
acres. The district produced relatively little wheat
(10,866 bushels) or rye (2,296 bushels) and even
the corn was probably insufficient to feed the
livestock in the county (only 839,629 bushels were
produced for 4,660 horses, 1,868 mules, and 360

\
Figure 6. Portion of Mills' Atlas showing survey area.
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stagnant after the 1830s, it increased
dramatically in the 1850s. Wallace explains
that all but 239 miles of the state's 1,002
mile rail system in 1860 were constructed in
the preceding 11 year period (Wallace
1951:450).
Orangeburg and nearby Barnwell
saw little impact from the Civil War until the
end, when Sherman's troops embarked on
a policy of destruction which was far more
devastating than that of the Savannah
campaign (Glatthaar 1985:12). The left
wing of Sherman's army passed through
Blackville, burning the town, and continuing
through Lexington and Winnsboro, then into
North Carolina. On the other flank,
Howard's troops moved through, and
burned, Orangeburg, then Columbia, and
finally Cheraw.
Figures 7 and 8 show maps of
Sherman's march through the Blackville
area. While providing information on
surrounding plantations, there is nothing
indicated for the study area. Nearby, on
oxen). Barnwell did, however, produce
10, 138 bales of ginned cotton, ranking
it 12th in production state-wide. Nearby
Orangeburg was close behind with
10,024 bales, while Edgefield produced
25,880 bales. The district was a
respectable producer of peas and
beans, with a yield of 98,038 bushels,
ranking it first in the state.
Only 10 years later, on the
verge of the Civil War, Barnwell
produced 23,490 bales of ginned
cotton, ranking its cotton production
second to only neighboring Edgefield
- and securing its place in the cotton
plantation South. By that time the bulk
of the district's plantation were between
100 and 500 acres in size, although
there were 32 tracts with 1,000 or more
acres. And while most of the slave
holders in Barnwell (691) owned nine or
fewer slaves, there 10 owners reporting
over 100 slaves and one with over 200.
While rail development was
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Figure 8. Portion of the "Campaign Maps Accompanying
Report of Bvt. Maj. Gen. J.W. Geary, D.S. Army, for the
ampaign from Savannah to Goldsborough" (Atlas to
ccompany the Official Records of the Union and Confederate
rmies , Plate LXXXVI , 3).
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agrarian state, industries slowly appeared. By the
1880s the Barnwell area boasted 94 grist mills
(about evenly split between water and steam
power), one foundry (in Three Mile Township), 42
lumber mills, and 10 turpentine establishments
using capital of $300,000, employing 755 people
(most African Americans), and producing products
valued at $548,750 annually. There was even a
cotton mill being constructed on Tinker's Creek, 6
miles southwest of Williston , on the South
Carolina Railroad . Water powered, the plant was
to house 60 looms with 4,000 spindles and
consume 1.4 million pounds of cotton
(Anonymous 1884 ).

what is today SC 3, northeast of the project area,
were the plantations or farms of Johnson, Hair,
and D. Hair. What is S-61, seen initially on Mills'
Atlas, is still present on both maps. The two
drawings also suggest that the town itself was
relatively modest- clearly focused on the railroad
stop and the mercantile business which it
generated.
The hiring of freedmen began immediately
after the war, with variable results. The
Freedmen's Bureau attempted to establish a
system of wage labor, but the effort was largely
tempered by the enactment of the Black Codes by
the South Carolina Legislature in September
1865. These Codes allowed nominal freedom,
while establishing a new kind of slavery, severely
restricting the rights and freedoms of the black
majority. Added to the Codes were oppressive
contracts which reinforced the power of the
plantation owner and degraded the freedom of the
Blacks. Many white planters formed "Democratic
Clubs," designed to counter the "radical" influence.
Members of these clubs resolved not to hire
"radicals," or blacks associated with radical
politics.

Cotton was "the" crop in the county. There
were 320 gins in Barnwell, each able to gin about
seven bales a day. The report indicated that each
year the county produced about 30,000 bales.
Each bale cost about $40 to produce, or about 8¢
a pound. The bulk of the labor in the region was
provided by African Americans, with only a quarter
of the tracts using exclusively white labor. The
black males in the area were paid about $6 to $9
a month, including board, while females earned
only $4 to $6 a month. The bulk of the labor was
considered either day work or was "employed for
seven months for which wages are paid at the end
of the term" (Anonymous
1884 ). It is little wonder
that African Americans
found these conditions
little better than slavery.

While South Carolina continued to be an

Table 1.
Systems of Tenure
Landlord furnishes:

Share Renting
Cash Renting
Share-Cropping
land
land
land
housing
housing
housing
fuel
fuel
fuel
¼ or Va fertilizer
tools
work stock
seed
half of fertilizer
feed for stock
labor
work stock
feed for stock
tools
seed
¾ or % fertilizer

labor
work stock
feed for stock
tools
seed
fertilizer

Tenant furnishes:

labor
half of fertilizer

Landlord receives :

½ of crop ¼ or Va of crop

fixed amount in cash
or lint cotton

Tenant receives:

½ of crop ¾ or 2/a of crop

entire crop less
fi xed amount
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While cash labor
was initially used,
gradually owners turned
away from wage labor
contracts, at least partially
because of the scarcity of
money, but also because
of the prevailing belief
among whites that blacks
were so lazy that with
money in their pockets
they would not work. In its
place two kinds of tenancy
sharecropping and
renting - developed (see
Table 1). While very
different, both succeeded
in making land ownership
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very difficult, if not impossible, for the vast majority
of blacks.
Sharecropping required the tenant to pay
his landlord part of the crop produced, while
renting required that he pay a fixed rent in either
crops or money. In sharecropping the tenant
supplied the labor and one-half of the fertilizer, the
landlord supplied everything else - land , house,
tools, work animals, animal feed , wood for fuel,
and the other half of the needed fertilizer. In
return the landlord received half of the crop at
harvest. This system became known as "working
on halves," and the tenants as "half hands," or
"half tenants."
In share-renting, the landlord supplied the
land, housing , and either one-quarter or one-third
of the fertilizer costs. The tenant supplied the
labor, animals, animal feed , tools, seed , and the
remainder of the fertilizer. At harvest the crop was
divided in proportion to the amount of fertilizer that
each party supplied . A number of variations on
this occurred, one of the most common being
"third and fourth ," where the landlord received
one-fourth of the cotton crop and one-third of all
other crops. In cash-renting the landlord provided
the land and housing , with the renter providing
everything else and paying a fixed per-acre rent in
cash .
By 1900 Barnwell County had a
population of 35,505, with 25,416 being African
Americans. The county had 83,307 acres planted
in cotton and, in 1899, produced 35,927 500pound ginned bales - not much changed from 20
years earlier. By this time six counties (Abbeville,
Anderson , Laurens, Orangeburg, Spartanburg ,
arid Sumter counties) had greater acreages of
, upland cotton and Anderson , Laurens,
Orangeburg , and Sumter produced more of the
upland variety. Marlboro, with less acreage
planted in cotton managed to produce nearly
2,000 bales more than Barnwell. Only Orangeburg
had more acreage devoted to corn (110,984
compared to 88,463) and produced more bushels
(1 ,172,520 compared to 814,130).
The 4,605 farms in Barnwell County
averaged just under 91 acres (very close to the
state average of 90 acres). Two-thirds of these
farms were operated by African Americans.

Regardless of race, most of these farms (2,379, or
51.7%) were operated by cash tenants, while an
additional 20.2% were classified as Share tenants.
In contrast, the state-wide average for cash
tenants was only 36. 7%, while the state-wide
average for share tenants was not dramatically
different - 24.3%.
During the early twentieth century there
developed a common belief that the only
difference between significant, prosperous towns
and those that declined was the presence of the
railroad (Edgar 1998:427). As a result, boosterism
often focused on the railroads and "in small towns,
such as Blackville , merchants remained open at
night until the last passenger trail arrived , about
8:30 P.M." (Edgar 1998:455).
The first decade of the new century also
produced an increase in roads for the county.
Barnwell spent $14,600 on road construction in
1904 and the county included 900 miles of road ,
although all but 40 miles were dirt. Barnwell, in
spite of the importance of cotton, had only three
cotton seed oil mills - one in Fairfax, another in
Allendale {both now Allendale County), and a third
in Barnwell. A single cotton mill was located in
Barnwell County. The Alling & Green Knitting Mills
were organized in Blackville in 1902. The firm ,
however, was small, being valued at only $4,000
and consuming only 110 bales of cotton in 1907.
Alling & Green employed only 30, although the mill
village had a population of nearly 100 - most
being children (Watson 1907:457). By 1915 this
mill was no longer in operation (Watson 1915).
By the early 1920s the situation was
changing in Barnwell. While the number of farms
had slightly increased , so too had the average
size - to about 98 acres. Nevertheless, the
proportion of cash tenants and share tenants was
by that time about equal. More importantly, a
quarter of the farms were mortgaged . The
acreage in cotton was up to 98,376, producing
47,978 bales of cotton, although this was still
significantly less than was being produced by
either Marlboro (74,572 bales) or Orangeburg
(71 ,092 bales).
By 1920 the situation was even more
desperate. Acreage in cotton was down to 57,627,
while the number of bales had declined to 30,290
19
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value. One-third of the state's
farms were mortgaged, and
70 percent of the state's
farmers survived on
borrowed money (Edgar
1998:485).
Nevertheless, even into the late
1930s Blackville remained a "quaint"
rural village bound to the railroad. In
one account it is described as,

- over 17,000 fewer bales than just 10 years
earlier. By 1930 the percentage of the farms in
Barnwell County had increased to 44.4% significantly higher than the state average of
33.6% and cotton production had dropped to only
16,804 bales on 46,023 acres. While slightly over
half as much acreage was being planted, less
than half as many bales were being produced indicating that not only was acreage going down,
but so too was the yield per acre.
Edgar helps to explain this trend,
remarking that in the first half of 1921 cotton
prices were near or above 40¢ ($3.39 in year
199~ dollars) a pound, but dropped to only 13½¢
($1.15) a pound by December. He goes on to
reveal that, "the state commissioner of agriculture
estimated that farmers spent $250 million ($2.1
billion) planting a crop that would bring them only
$140 million ($1.2 billion) (Edgar 1998:481-482).
These sagging prices marked the beginning of an
agricultural depression that would eventually
affect the entire state. By the 1930s,
after nearly a decade of
difficulties, South Carolina
agriculture was about to go
under. Farmland and buildings
had lost more than one-half their
20

named for Alexander
Black, early railroad
executive, ships
cantaloupes,
watermelons, and
cucumbers in large
quantities. During
the "cuke" season,
beginning about May
20, the town council
an
employs
auctioneer to
conduct daily sales,
generally starting at
10 in the morning
and frequently
lasting until 6. At the
auction, growers
may accept or refuse
the offered prices.
Buyers are generally
produce
local
merchants, though
there are often
purchasers from
markets outside the
state (Work Projects
Administration 1988
(1941]:343).
Unfortunately the 1939 General Highway
and Transportation Map of Barnwell County
(Figure 9) provides no assistance to our study.
The project was situated within the limits of
Blackville (then having a population of 1,294), in
an area where the map fails to provide any details
concerning structures.
Cotton production continued to fall, with
only a brief upswing during the 1940s as a result
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of the war effort. While Barnwell is still part of
South Carolina's "cotton belt," production has
declined significantly as more land reverts to
timber (today only about a quarter of the county's
area is actively cultivated and less than 0.5% of
the harvested land is planted in cotton). Between
1949 and 1974 cotton acreage in Barnwell County
fell by over 30% (Kovacik and Winberry
1987:169). Of far greater importance are
soybeans, corn, wheat and specialty crops, such
as cucumbers, watermelons, and cantaloupes.

Site Specific History
Most if not all of the study tract was part of
several adjoining plantations owned by the
Peeples-Reynolds family during the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries. Darling Peeples, born in
1774, married Martha Ann Odum, daughter of a
neighboring family, in 1796. He became a large
landholder, with land grants (252 acres on the
South Edisto River, 607 acres on Turkey Creek
and the Great Salkehatchie) adding to land he
purchased . Peeples entered political life early,
becoming Clerk of Court for the Barnwell District
from 1800-1802, state representative from 18021806, and state senator from 1808-1810. In 1810,
Peeples became a Baptist minister, and until the
end of his life, he pastored congregations in the
Barnwell area, including Blackville's Baptist
fellowship. Although he had left public office, he
was a strong supporter of the South Carolina
Railroad and of its route across the north side of
the Barnwell District in the 1830s (Bailey et al.
1986: 1251-1252). Mills' Atlas of 1825 (see
Figure 6) shows Revd. D. Peeples near the
junction of roads that are today's Highway 41 and
State Road 61, west of Blackville.
Nearby landowner Cornelius Tobin (see
Figure 6) had his seat east of Windy Hill Creek, on
a plantation that became known as Fairmont.
When Tobin wrote his will in 1829 (proved March
1831, Barnwell County Will Book C, p. 50) he
directed his executors to keep his estate together
until January 1838, when his "natural son"
Cornelius Tobin Jr. would be of age . The will
made careful provision for the support and
education of young Cornelius, whose mother
Elizabeth was married to John Nelson, and also
provided an annuity for Elizabeth. Before 1829,
Tobin had divided his estate equally with his sons

Daniel Tobin and John Tobin, "reserving to myself
only as much as I gave to them," keeping the
Fairmont residence tract for himself. Tobin
recommended to his executors the employment of
David Hair "as a fit and proper person as overseer
and manager of my plantation affairs" until the
property should be sold.
Darling Peeples was one of Tobin's
executors, and bought some or all of his land
when it was sold. In 1841, Peeples conveyed
Fairmont Plantation to his daughter Julia, the wife
of Dr. William S. Reynolds. It was described as
1,980 acres on Windy Hill and the Little
Salkehatchie River, contiguous to the Charleston
.and Hamburg Railroad (Barnwell County RMC
Deed Book AA, p. 72). The same property was
deeded by Richard A. Gantt to William S.
Reynolds for $1,000 in 1850. The reason for this
second conveyance (Barnwell County RMC Deed
Book DD, p. 440) has not been researched, but it
seems to have left Reynolds with clear title. The
Fairmont House, north of today's Blackville,
eventually became the property of t.he Reynolds'
daughter Anna R. Carroll.
[T]he dwelling house in which
William S. Reynolds lived and
died, with all the furniture
including books and pictures
used in the same, and 10 acres
adjoining. [This] to be separated
from the other property and held
by Anna R. Carroll as her own
property ... the dwelling house
and all outbuildings occupied by
William S. Reynolds (December
1888, Barnwell County RMC
Deed Book 5S, p. 342).
In 1848 Darling Peeples deeded to Julia
and William S. Reynolds for their lives and
afterward to their three daughters Julia, Laura V.
and Anna Reynolds: the 226-acre Nelson tract, on
Windy Hill adjoining lands ofW. S. Reynolds, land
known as the Cook Tract, and lands known as
Richland Hill, Kelly Cowpen (shown in Mills' Atlas
see Figure 6), and the Walker Place (Barnwell
County RMC Deed Book 5S, p. 448). These last
three became known together as Richland
Plantation . The west portion of the Richland
Plantation tract, conveyed to Anna R. Carroll by
21
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her sisters (Barnwell County RMC Deed Book 6Z,
p. 164 ), was bounded to the west by Reeves
Creek (see Figure 6). The eastern portion of
Richland Plantation, conveyed to Julia R. Carroll
when the sisters divided their land, was described
in 1890 as a 1, 119-acre tract bounded to the
south by the right-of-way of the South Carolina
Railway, east by Fairmont and by Mrs. Francis
Holman, C. J. Cain and others, and to the west by
Laura V. Baker (Barnwell County RMC Deed Book
5X, p. 322).
Darling Peeples had ten children, but only
two, Julia Reynolds and Martha Ann Duncan
survived him (Bailey et al. 1986: 1251-1252). By
the time he wrote his will in December 1849
(Barnwell County Will Book D, p. 158), he had
conveyed much of his property to his children and
grandchildren. To his daughter Martha A. C.
Duncan he left two slaves, Scipio and "Charles
(the barber)," and devised to her son Darling P.
Duncan the "Lake Hope Place" in upper Barnwell
District, and land on the north side of the railroad .
Other grandchildren were bequeathed slaves.
Peeples left shares of South Carolina Rail Road
stock to the Baptist Publication Society, State
Temperance Society, Furman Theological
Seminary, and the Blackville Baptist Church . He
also set aside "one acre of my land having in its
center the burying place of my family to my
descendants in perpetuity" along with $1,000 for
a suitable monument for his beloved wife and
himself. This burying place is still known as
Peeples Cemetery, although a cemetery inventory
carried out for the Barnwell Genealogical Society
in 1991 did not include any pre-1900 stones.
According to Peeples' estate inventory, at
his death his plantation lands comprised only 300
acres on the Edisto River and 255 acres in the
Edisto Swamp. However, there were 279 acres in
and near the town of Barnwell, two lots and a
"hotel block" in Blackville, 95 slaves, and 100
shares of railroad stock (Bailey et al. 1986: 12511252). This inventory is different from the 1850
Census Agricultural Table, which shows D. G.
Peeples (by then dead) as the owner of 200 acres
improved land, and 3,000 acres unimproved land,
with a total value of$10,000. Goods and livestock
included $300 worth of implements and
machinery, $500 worth of animals including two
horses, five mules, seven milk cows, twenty other
22

cattle, and swine. The land had produced 800
bushels of corn and eight bales of cotton the
previous year.
Between 1888 and 1900, Julia R. Carroll,
Anna R. Carroll, and Laura V. Baker, the middleaged daughters of Dr. William S. Reynolds,
divided and equalized their inherited plantations.
Eventually, as noted above, Anna became owner
of the Fairmont "Mansion House" tract. Laura, a
resident of Charleston, held the "Summer House
Tract" to the east (Barnwell County RMC Deed
Book 5X, p. 554) and Julia the nearby "Woodland
Tract" (Barnwell County RMC Deed Book 5Z, p.
113). Mrs. Julia Carroll quickly deeded to her son
Francis F. Carroll Jr. the 158-acre section of the
Woodland Tract lying north of the Sheep Fold
Branch, and several town lots (Barnwell County
RMC Deed Book 5S, p. 794).
These town lots are significant to
understanding the occupancy of the study tract.
Darling Peeples, owner of most of the land, had
his house well to the west. At least by 1841, his
daughter Julia Reynolds and her family, owners of
the study tract, were living on the Tobin's Fairmont
just north of Blackville. The family had become
townspeople, and each daughter inherited several
town lots. Even before their parents' death, they
would have had the opportunity to build homes in
Blackville.
None of the late nineteenth century
conveyances among the three sisters refer to their
residing on their family's plantation land; the
numerous transfers of land among them indicate
that their motivations were equality of value rather
than retention of a home or convenience of
planting.
Each of the Reynolds daughters
eventually owned parcels separated by
intervening tracts. The town of Blackville spread
north and east onto their Fairmont, Cedar Hill, and
Nelson tracts, while the swampy parts of Richland
Plantation lands were likely left fallow.
In 1980, 269.9 acres of the study tract
was platted for Harvey Townsend (Plat Book X, p.
7) while the other 102.5 acres was platted for
Bonetta Bolen (Plat Book W, p. 152). By 1986
these two parcels had been acquired by the
Federal Land Bank of Columbia, which conveyed
them to Caroline E. Boyd (Deed Book 40, p. 244 ).

PREHISTORIC AND HISTORIC BACKGROUND

Caroline E. Boyd eventually conveyed the two
parcels to John W. Boyd. The land was then
conveyed by John W. Boyd to Barnwell County,
then in August 2000 by the county to the Barnwell
County Economic Development Authority (Deed
Book 468, p. 177).
The study tract, now known as Barnwell
County Parcel #105-09-00-01, is 365.43 acres
and is still owned by the Barnwell County
Economic Development Authority. As of 1997, the
boundaries were described as bounded to the
north by land of L. 0 . and W. H. McCormack,
northeast by the right-of-way of an abandoned
railroad , south by lands now or formerly of Marion
S. and Linda J. Wiles, Elvira G. Dyches, Laverne
Flanning and Settle-D Realty, and west by J. G.
Snowden (Barnwell County RMC Deed Book 468,
p. 177).
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METHODS
Archaeological Field Methods

The initially proposed field techniques
involved the placement of shovel tests at 100-foot
intervals along transects placed at 100-foot
intervals.
All soil would be screened through ¼-inch
mesh, with each test numbered sequentially by
transect. Each test would measure about 1 foot
square and would normally be taken to a depth of
at least 1.0 foot or until subsoil was encountered.
All cultural remains would be collected, except for
mortar and brick, which would be quantitatively
noted in the field and discarded. Notes would be
maintained for profiles at any sites encountered.
Should sites (defined by the presence of
three or more artifacts from either surface survey
or shovel tests within a 50 feet area) be identified,
further tests would be used to obtain data on
site boundaries, artifact quantity and diversity,
site integrity, and temporal affiliation. These tests
would be placed at 25 to 50 feet intervals in a
simple cruciform pattern until two consecutive
negative shovel tests were encountered. The
information required for completion of South
Carolina Institute of Archaeolog y and
Anthropology site forms would be collected and
photographs would be taken, if warranted in the
opinion of the field investigators.
These proposed techniques were
implemented with no significant modifications.
As previously reported, the survey area was
located mostly on a fallow fields. Nevertheless,
the project area was clearly defined by woods
lines.
The GPS positions were taken with a
Garmin GPS 12XL rover that tracks up to twelve
satellites, each with a separate channel that is
continuously being read. The benefit of parallel
channel receivers is their improved sensitivity and
ability to obtain and hold a satellite lock in difficult
situations, such as in forests or urban

environments where signal obstruction is a
frequent problem. This was not a vital concern for
the study area.
GPS accuracy is generally affected by a
number of sources of potential error, including
errors with satellite clocks, multipathing, and
selective availablity. Satellite clock errors can
occur when the satellites' clock is off by as little as
a millisecond, or when a slightly-askew orbit
results in a distance error. Multipathing occurs
when the signal bounces off trees, chain-link
fences, or bodies of water. Multipathing was
probably not a significant source of error for this
study since the site area was clear and our
reading was taken in the center of the site. The
source of most extreme GPS errors is selective
availability (SA), the deliberate mistiming of
satellite signals by the Department of Defense.
This degradation results in horizontal errors of up
to 100 m 95% of the time, although the error may
be as much as 300 m. Nevertheless, selective
availability has been turned off by the DOD. We
have previously determined the 3D 1 and DGPS
readings with the Garmin 12XL were identical.
Therefore, we relied on 3D navigation mode, with
expected potential horizontal errors of 6 m or less.
Architectural Survey

As previously discussed, we elected to
use a 0.5 mile area of potential effect (APE). The
architectural survey would record buildings, sites,
structures, and objects which appeared to have
been constructed before 1950. Typical of such
projects, this survey recorded only those which
"have kept their integrity" (Anonymous n.d.:4) and

1
A basic requirement for GPS position
accuracy is having a lock on at least four satellites,
which places the receiver in 30 mode. This is critical as an example, positions calculated with less than four
satellites can have horizontal errors in excess of a mile,
or over 1,600 m.
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METHODS

which were visible from public roads.
For each identified resource we would
complete a Statewide Survey Site Form and at
least two representative photographs were taken.
Permanent control numbers would be assigned by
the Survey Staff of the S.C. Department of
Archives and History at the conclusion of the
study. The Site Forms for the resources identified
during this study would be submitted to the S.C.
Department of Archives and History.
Site Evaluation

Archaeological sites will be evaluated for
further work based on the eligibility criteria for the
National Register of Historic Places. Chicora
Foundation only provides an opinion of National
Register eligibility and the final determination is
made by the lead federal agency, in consultation
with the State Historic Preservation Officer at the
South Carolina Department of Archives and
History.
The criteria for eligibility to the National
Register of Historic Places is described by
36CFR60.4, which states:
the quality of significance in
American history, architecture,
archaeology, engineering, and
culture is present in districts,
sites, buildings, structures, and
objects that possess integrity of
location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association, and
a. that are associated with
events that have made a
significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history;
or
b. that are associated with the
lives of persons significant in
our past; or
c. that embody the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period,
or method of construction or
that represent the work of a

master, or that possess high
artistic values, or that represent
a significant and distinguishable
entity whose components may
lack individual distinction; or
d. that have yielded, or may be
likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or
history.
National Register Bulletin 36 {Townsend
et al. 1993) provides an evaluative process that
contains five steps for forming a clearly defined
explicit rationale for either the site's eligibility or
lack of eligibility. Briefly, these steps are:
• identification of the site's data
sets or categories of
archaeological information such
as ceramics, lithics, subsistence
remains, architectural remains, or
sub-surface features;
• identification of the historic
context applicable to the site,
providing a framework for the
evaluative process;

identification of the important
research questions the site might
be able to address, given the
data sets and the context;

•

• evaluation of the site's
archaeological integrity to ensure
that the data sets were
sufficiently well preserved to
address the research questions;
and
identification of important
research questions among all of
those which might be asked and
answered at the site.
•

This approach, of course, has been
developed for use documenting eligibility of sites
being actually nominated to the National Register
of Historic Places where the evaluative process
must stand alone, with relatively little reference to
other documentation and where typically only one
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site is being considered. As a result, some
aspects of the evaluative process have been
summarized, but we have tried to focus on an
archaeological site's ability to address significant
research topics within the context of its available
data sets.
For architectural sites the evaluative process
was somewhat different. Given the relatively
limited architectural data available for most of the
properties, we focus on evaluating these sites
using National Register Criterion C, looking at the
site's "distinctive characteristics. " Key to this
concept is the issue of integrity. This means that
the property needs to have retained, essentially
intact, its physical identity from the historic period.
Particular attention would be given to the
integrity of design, workmanship, and materials.
Design includes the organization of space,
proportion, scale, technology, ornamentation, and
materials. As National Register Bulletin 36
observes, "Recognizability of a property, or the
ability of a property to convey its significance,
depends largely upon the degree to which the
design of the property is intact" (Townsend et al.
1993:18). Workmanship is evidence of the
artisan's labor and skill and can apply to either the
entire property or to specific features of the
property. Finally, materials - the physical items
used on and in the property - are "of paramount
importance under Criterion C" (Townsend et al.
1993:19). Integrity here is reflected by
maintenance of the original material and
avoidance of replacement materials.
Laboratory Analysis

The cleaning and analysis of artifacts was
co.nducted in Columbia at the Chicora Foundation
laboratories.
These materials have been
catalogued and accessioned for curation at the
South Carolina Institute of Archaeology and
Anthropology, the closest regional repository. The
site form for the identified archaeological site has
been filed with the South Carolina Institute of
Archaeology and Anthropology. Field notes and
photographic materials have been prepared for
curation using archival standards and will be
transferred to that agency as soon as the project
is complete.
Analysis of the collections followed
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professionally accepted standard With a level of
intensity suitable to the quantity and quality of the
remains. In general, the temporal, cultural, and
typological classifications of historic remains
follow such authors as Price (1970) and South
(1977).

RESULTS OF SURVEY
Introduction

N3691833 (NAD27 datum).

As a result of this cultural resources
survey two sites (38BR1074 and 38BR1075)were
identified. Both sites are recommended not
eligible for inclusion on the National Register of
Historic Places due to lack of integrity and the
inability to answer research questions concerning
this time in history.

Shovel tests were completed at the
originally proposed 100-foot intervals with the first
positive test on Transect 14, Shovel Test 7.
Additional shovel tests were excavated at SO-foot
intervals on the cardinal directions until two
negative tests were encountered in a row. As a
result of this work, 28 additional tests were
excavated. Of all the tests excavated, 12 were
found to be positive.

The architectural survey identified no sites
which would individually be eligible for inclusion
on the National Register of Historic Places.

Soils in the site area generally resembled
Duplin sandy loams which have a darky gray
(1 0YR4/1) sandy loam, typical of plowed fields, to
a depth of 0.7 foot, over a yellowish brown
(10YR5/4) sandy clay. Shovel tests were typically
excavated to 1.0 foot in depth in order to also

38BR1074

S
e
38BR1074 is a late
nineteenth to early
twentieth century
surface
and
subsurface scatter of
domestic
and
agricultural artifacts. It
is situated about
1,000 feet west of the
abandoned railroad
tracks on a ridge top
with an elevation of
290 feet AMSL. The
topography in the
immediate area is
fairly level with few
brominate ridges.
The site is
situated on a fallow
field and is accessible
from Toucan Terrace
off S-3 in the town of
Blackville. A central
UTM coordinate for
the site is E4 7367 4
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Figure 11 . Location of 38BR1074 and 38BR1075 (map is USGS Blackville).
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Table 2. Artifacts found at 38BR1074 and 38BR1075.
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Key:Clr=clear; Aq=aqua ; Am=amber; Pn=window pane; Co=cobalt; Mk=milk; Mn=manganese; Ww=whiteware; Hp=hand-painted whiteware; Sw=stoneware; Po=porcelain; Dp=decorated
porcelain ; Pw=pearlware; Nf=nail fragments ; UID=unidentified; Other-includes 1 nail spike, 1 bolt, 1 latch, 3 plow fragments, and 11 kettle fragments
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Key: Clr=clear; Aq=aqua ; Am=amber; Ol=olive; Pm=purple milk glass; Mk=milk glass; Mn=manganese; Ww=whiteware ; Yw=yellowware; Sw=stoneware; Po=porcelain ; Tp=blue transfer
print; Bn=bone; Nf=nail fragments ; UID=unidentified including 2 lead fragments and 3 iron fragments; Other including 1iron, 3 kettle fragments , and 2 plow rings
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Figure 12. Sketch map and soil profile for 38BR1074.
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t hat any intact
features, such as a
foundation , will be
u n cove red.
Examination of the
1938
G e ne ral
Highway
an d
Transportation Map of
Barnwell County (see
Figure 9), shows no
structures in the area,
so over 60 years of
cultivation
has
probably destroyed
any other evidence of
the structure.

Figure 13. View of 38BR1074 looking west.

examine the possibility that remains might be
found in the subsoil - none were encountered and
all of the identified remains came from the Ap
horizon.
While performing the shovel tests, it was
also found that a large collection of artifacts were
on the surface. Closer inspection of the artifacts
revealed a range of dates from the late nineteenth
to the early twentieth century.
The surface collection extends across the
entire · site area , approximately 200 feet northsoyth by 200 feet east-west.
The National Register potential of
38BR1074 is contingent on several factors such
as data sets present, site integrity, and the ability
to address significant research questions. This
site has produced varied data sets - ceramics,
glass , brick, and agricultural equipment.
Nevertheless, the artifacts found are common for
sites of this time period and it is unlikely that
anything else will be found which will distinguish
this site from others of the same time. Also, due
to the intensive agriculture in the area , it is unlikely
32

Therefore ,
this
site
is
recommended not
eligible for inclusion
on the National
Register of Historic
Places. No additional
site management
activity
is
recommended pending the review of the State
Historic Preservation Office.
38BR1075

Site 38BR 1075 consists of a surface and
subsurface scatter of late nineteenth to early
twentieth century domestic artifacts. It is situated
on a ridge top at an elevation of 290 feet AMSL.
Besides the previous site, this is the only other
dominating ridge top in the survey area. The
topography elsewhere is flat.
Fallow fields make up the majority of the
vegetation in the area, but this site backs up to a
forest of pines and hardwoods. A central UTM
coordinate for the site is E473415 N3691852
(NAD27 datum). The site is accessible from
Toucan Terrace off S-3 in the town of Blackville.
Although shovel tests were completed at
the originally proposed 100-foot intervals, this site
was initially discovered by the large amount of
artifacts on the surface. Nevertheless, the first
positive shovel test was Transect 20, Shovel Test
10. At that point we conducted additional shovel
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Figure 14. Sketch map and soil profile for 38BR1075.
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surface collection
extended beyond the
positive shovel tests to
create a site area
approximately 200 feet
north-south by 250 feet
east-west.

testing a 50-foot intervals on the cardinal
directions until two
consecutive negative tests
were encountered.
31
additional tests were
excavated with only 8
positive.

Much like the
previous
site ,
38BR1075 produced a
variety of data sets ceramic, glass, and
agricultural materials,
but did not produce
any artifacts which
would distinguish this
site from others of the
same time period .
Furthermore, intensive
cultivation
has
destroyed
the
likelihood of finding
any intact subsurface
features such as a
foundation. The 1938
General Highway and Transportation Map of

Shovel
tests
produced profiles from the
Duplin series of soils.
Thes~ soils produce an Ap
horizon of dark gray
(1 QYR4/1) sandy loam to a
depth of 0.7 foot over a
yellowish brown ( 10YR5/4)
sandy clay. Each test was
taken to a depth of about
1.0 foot, although all the
artifacts were found in the
plowed surface layer.
Inspection of the
artifacts revealed a date of
late nineteenth to early
twentieth century.
The
34

Figure 16. View of historic structure on Main Street. (Not recommended
individually eligible for the National Register.)
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wi ll not be affected by the
proposed industrial park.
Any visibility will be at a
distance and probably
blocked by trees. Truck
access for construction
and operation will be
from Highway 78 west of
town .

Figure 17. Historic structure on the corner of Campbell St. and Pascallas St.
(Not recommended individually eligible for the National Register.)

It should be
noted that an existing
plant, Excel Comfort
Systems, Inc., is located
near the current survey
area (Figure 19) .
Although the plant is in
view of Blackville's Main
Street, it does not appear
to intrude upon the
historic commercial core
of the town and does not
affect its sense of time
and place.

Barnwell County (see Figure 9) shows no
structures present at the site
area , so it is unlikely this site will
produce more information.

This
site
is
recommended not eligible for
inclusion on the National
Register of Historic Places and
no additional management
activity is recommended
pending the review of the State
Historic Preservation Office.
Historic and
Resources

~

Architectural

An examination of the APE
found no sites that appeared to
be eligible for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic
Places. Just outside the APE
are some historic structures that
may be a contributing property
for a Blackville Historic District
(see Figures 16, 17,and 18).
Any potential district, however,

Figure 18. Historic structure on the corner of Campbell St. and
Pascallas St. (Not recommended individually eligible for the
National Register. )
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Figure 19. View of existing plant facing west from the corner of Main
Street and Hampton Avenue.
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CONCLUSIONS
This study involved the examination of
approximately 375.9 acres of land for the
proposed Blackville Industrial Park. The project
area is located in the northwestern portion of the
city of Blackville. This work, conducted for the
Barnwell County Economic Development
Commission, examined archaeological sites and
cultural resources found on the proposed project
area and is intended to assist this organization in
complying with their historic preservation
responsibilities.
As a result of this investigation, two
archaeological sites, 38BR1074 and 38BR1075,
were identified. Both represent late nineteenth to
early twentieth century domestic sites. Although
both provided a large number of data sets, neither
were unique enough or provided enough integrity
to warrant a National Register Nomination.
A survey of historic sites was conducted
within a 0.5 mile APE. Although no sites were
found within the APE to be eligible for inclusion on
the National Register of Historic Places, it is
possible that some of these structures may be
contributing elements to a potential historic district.
The proposed industrial park, however, should not
affect the district because of sufficient tree
coverage and truck access from a different side of
town.
It is possible that archaeological remains
may be encountered during construction activities.
t;..s always, contractors should be advised to report
any discoveries of concentrations of artifacts
(such as bottles, ceramics, or projectile points) or
brick rubble to the project engineer, who should in
turn report the material to the State Historic
Preservation Office, or Chicora Foundation (the
process of dealing with late discoveries is
discussed in 36CFR800.13(b)(3)). No further land
altering activities should take place in the vicinity
of these discoveries until they have been
examined by an archaeologist and , if necessary,
have been processed ac co rding to
36CFR800.13(b)(3).
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