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A QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER ABOUT PROGRESS ALONG THE S.C. HERITAGE CORRIDOR 

Focus Group Helps Shape 
Upcoming Heritage Conference 

How do we go about being authen
tic and original to help create a product 
that will attract visitors to heritage 
areas of our state? What are the trends 
that will help us capture an audience 
interested in our history, culture and 
heritage? How do we get people to 
"experience" heritage attractions 
they've traveled hundreds of miles to 
see? These were the questions 32 
tourism professionals kept asking over 
and over again during a two-day work
shop this past June. 

The focus group gathered earlier 
this summer in Columbia to tackle 
those tough questions for a very specific 
reason: South Carolina will play host to 
the Southeastern Heritage Tourism 
Development Conference next summer 
and these people came together to plan 
that event. "Heritage tourism is one of 
the hottest markets in the tourism 
industry and we want to make sure 
we're planning a conference that deals 
with the issues these folks want to know 
about," said Duane Kampe, a meeting 
planner for the South Carolina 
Department of Parks, Recreation & 
Tourism. More than 450 people are 
expected to gather at Charleston Place 
next June to participate in the event. 

Stuart Johnson, with the National 
Park Service, participated in the focus 
group meeting. "It's a good thing that 
we're beginning to talk about heritage 
tourism in a more organized fashion, 
in both the private and government 
sector. I think if this conference can 
help continue this dialogue to help 
determine our individual roles, it will 
be a positive thing." 

There are some obvious financial 
reasons all these states are interested in 
"heritage tourism." A study by the 

National Trust for Historic Preservation 
shows visitors to historic sites stay an 
average of half-a-day longer and spend 
an average of $62 more than other 
travelers. "But that's not the only rea
son we want to attract this kind of trav
eler," said Curt Cottle, director of 
SCPRT's Heritage Tourism 
Development Office. "By marketing 
our heritage destinations, we can help 
preserve our cultural, natural and his
toric sites for the next generation. 
That's important to everyone in this 
field." 

The goal of the conference is to 
give attendees enough information to 
go home and make their "product" 
better. They know the market is there. 
Plug Travel Research reports more than 
four out of 10 travelers visited a historic 
site on their last vacation. 

"We're excited about holding the 
next Southeastern Heritage Tourism 
Conference in Charleston," said PRT 
Director Buddy Jennings. "We want 
people to understand that South 
Carolina wants to play a leadership role 
in heritage tourism. In many ways, 
we're doing things in the field that no 
one else has done before." South 
Carolina is the first state to have a her
itage corridor recognized that stretches 
the entire length of its borders. 

While the formal workshops draw a 
lot of interest, it's the informal "net
working" that makes the conference so 
valuable. "You can't believe how many 
ideas are exchanged in informal set
tings at events like this," said Kampe. 
"We want people to have a chance to 
meet and talk with other professionals 
over a meal or a drink. Sometimes, 
some of the best ideas come from con
versations like that." 

"Heritage tourism 
is one of the hottest 
markets in the 
tourism industry 
and we want to 
make sure we're 
planning a con
ference that deals 
with the issues 
these folks want to 
know about." 
~ Duane Kampe, 
meeting planner, 
South Carolina 
Department of Parks, 
Recreation & Tourism " 
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A team of statewide organizations announced 
South Carolina's Eleven Most Endangered Historic 
Sites during National Historic Preservation week in 
May. "We are announcing eleven severely threat
ened historic sites, because unless something is 
done to stabilize and protect these buildings, an 
important part of our state's history will be lost," 
said Dr. Rodger Stroup, Director of the S.C. 
Department of Archives and History. Six of the 11 
sites are located within the South Carolina Heritage 
Corridor: 

Sullivan House, Anderson: This circa I860 
house is one of a few remaining examples of the 
"Chinese Chippendale" style known for its ornate 
exterior woodwork and roof lines. Birthplace and 
boyhood home of S.C. Gov. George Bell 
Timmerman, the house was damaged in moving 
and is suffering from neglect and weather damage. 
Recently the McClarys, a Greenwood couple, saw 
the endangered list in a magazine and decided to 
purchase the site that was scheduled to be demol
ished on June 19. An extension on the demolition 
was granted and the Sullivan house will be moved 
to the McClary's property in mid-August. They 
hope to be living in restored splendor sometime 
next year. 

Old Easley High School, Easley: This 1909 
building is one of the oldest in downtown Easley. 
Used as a warehouse since in 1938, it has suffered 
neglect and is threatened with demolition to create 
more downtown parking. 

Shamrock Hotel, Blackville: Included on the 
1995 list, this 1901 hotel was a luxurious stop on 
the rail line through Blackville. Local efforts have 
halted demolition plans, but it remains threatened 
by deterioration and weather damage. 

W.J. Snider Birthplace, Elloree: Built prior to 
1800, this site is the birthplace of William Snider, 
founder of Elloree. The house was damaged by 
hurricane Hugo and continuous weather exposure 

threatens to destroy this site of local significance. 
Village of Willington, McCormick County: 

Made up of a block-long row of eight abandoned 
commercial buildings built between 1900 and 
1910, this site was also included on the 1995 list. 
In danger of collapsing, these structures tell the 
story of the boll weevil plague of the 1920's that led 
to Willington's demise. 

The Alston House, Charleston: Constructed 

"We are announcing eleven severe
ly threatened historic sites, 
because unless something is done 
to stabilize and protect these 
buildings, an important part of 
our state's history will be lost." 

between 1817 and 1819, this home is a rare exam
ple of the suburban villas built by the wealthy rice 
planters of Charleston. Threatened by development 
from the Medical University of South Carolina, the 
owner is trying to locate a buyer interested in mov
ing the house and preserving it. 

A jury comprised of representatives from the 
American Institute of Architects, Palmetto Trust, 
S.C. Department of Archives & History, S.C. 
Downtown Development Association and S.C. 
Department of Parks, Recreation & Tourism select
ed the properties from a field of nominations 
across the state. This is the second list to be pro
duced. The first was established in 1995. The jury 
members have pledged to offer their available 
resources to help save these buildings. By calling 
attention to the endangered buildings, the hope is 
that local residents, governments and businesses 
will become involved in preserving these and other 
historic structures in the state. 

The 1901 Shamrock Hotel in Blackville is threatened by deterioration and weather damage. 

South Carolina's 11 Most 
Endangered Historic Sites 



The South Carolina Heritage Corridor will be 
officially launched in Barbados, West Indies, Nov. 3-
9, during a week-long cultural celebration and edu
cational symposium highlighting and re-establish
ing the South Carolina/Barbados link. Rhoda Green 
and the Region 4 Board will explain the important 
role Barbados and the Caribbean played in the settle
ment of the Carolinas and the island's impact on 
Lowcountry culture. 

The historical link between Barbados and the 
Lowcountry dates to Nov. 4,1670, when the procla
mation to settle the Carolinas was read in Barbados. 
Due to the similarities of the climate, English 
colonists brought the agricultural and social systems 
used in the English Caribbean to the Carolinas. 
Activities will center around Speightstown in 
Barbados, the historic departure port for Charleston. 
Future plans call for an interpretive exhibit at the 
site. Barbados and the entire Caribbean region are 
poised to contribute to this important link to the 
South Carolina Heritage Corridor. For more infor
mation, contact Rhoda Green at (803) 571-4165 or 
(803) 740-5781. 

Walking The Walk, 

The South Carolina Nature-Based Tourism 
Association will hold its annual conference at the 
Ramada Inn in Clemson this fall. Participants will 
get a chance to address a variety of issues, including 
stewardship, resource management and business 
development during the three-day conference, sched
uled for Nov. 5-7. 

Potential topics for discussions and presenta
tions include public/private partnerships, product 
development, planning for sustainability, reducing 
barriers for customers and authentic marketing of 
nature-based products. Conference attendees will also 
have the opportunity to participate in field trips to 
natural areas in the Upstate, such as state parks, 
botanical gardens and mountain forests and lakes. 

For registration, sponsorship and other infor
mation regarding the 1997 South Carolina Nature-
Based Tourism Association Annual Conference, con
tact Kampe Meetings at (803) 865-7722, or visit their 
website at http://www.kampemeetings.com. 

Barbados is an important link to the South Carolina Heritage Corridor. 

Resource Ideas... 
Developing Resources 
Determining What Is Right For 
Your Project 

In the Heritage Corridor, local projects sometimes fail in receiving 
funding for a variety of reasons, many of which can be handled by think
ing ahead. 

The first rule of thumb is to never underestimate the amount of 
funds needed to complete your project. Lack of adequate funding can 
result in project failure. Consult with professionals for assistance devel
oping realistic project financing plans and resource development strategic 
planning. By creating a diversified approach, revenue generated will be 
more secure than limiting your project to one funding avenue. By pro
viding a more stable funding base, partners and potential financing tools 
will be more readily available to your project. 

Leveraging community resources with other sources of funding pro
vides a diversified opportunity for the project. Communities with limited 
resources often need to leverage money from various funding sources to 
complete projects. Additionally, many funding sources don't like to take 
the total risk for a project. Cost sharing reduces the risk for an indepen
dent investor. Diversification in your funding strategy will express a well-
researched and thorough project plan. 

Part of the process for success in any project is feasibility. Projects 
often fail due to poor planning and evaluation of the basic project idea. 
Solicit review and input from a variety of individuals as a way to evaluate 
the feasibility of your project and identify and troubleshoot any potential 
challenges. A critical review of your project by someone not immediately 
involved can reveal potential future concerns. 

By developing realistic plans, diversifying revenue opportunities and 
assessingfhe feasibility of your project, you will be able to better deter
mine what available resources are right for the success of your project. 

For questions regarding resource development-strategies within the 
South Carolina Heritage Corridor please contact Cindy Roddey at (803) 
734-2449. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

d)(p/em6et 
S.C. Apple Festival, Westminster 5-6 
25th ARTiversary Celebration, 
Anderson County Arts Center 5-Oct.lO 
A Hand in the Harvest, 
Hampton Plantation State Park 6 
Handmade, S.C. Artisans Center, Walterboro 6,13,20 
5th Annual S.C. Humanities Festival, Greenwood 11-13 
Aiken's Makin', Aiken 12-13 
Frontier Encampment, Oconee Station Historic Site 13 
Uncovering the Past, Old Dorchester State Park 13 
Candlelight Tour of Homes, Charleston 19-26 
Scottish Games & Highland Gathering, Charleston 20 
Rhythms Along the Ashley River, Charleston 20 
Old Time Horse Farmers Gathering, Blackville 26-27 
Raylrode Daze Festival, Branchville 26-28 
Moja Arts Festival, Charleston 26-0ct. 5 
Fall Festival, Due West 27 
Savannah Valley Heritage Festival, McCormick 27 
Colonial Crafts & Trades, Charles Towne Landing 27-28 
Central Railroad Festival, Central 27-28 

(9do/)CZ 
Standpipe Festival, Belton 2-4 
Charleston Garden Festival 3-5 
Octoberfest, Belmont Inn, Abbeville 4 
Aiken Gospelfest, Aiken 4 
Handmade, S.C. Artisans Center, Walterboro 4,11,18 
LowCountry Canoe-A-Thon, Charleston 4 
Golden Age Tour, Edisto Island 11 
Pumpkin Festival, Oolenoy 11 
Colonial Trades Fair & Militia Muster, 
North Augusta 11-12 
Antiques Alive!, Reddiffe Plantation State Park 11,18,25 
Pumpkin Festival, Pumpkintown 12 
Blackville Heritage Festival 16-18 
Oktoberfest, Walhalla 17-19 
Sweet Potato Festival, Langley 18 
Taste of Orangeburg 19 
Mountain Heritage Day, Devils Fork State Park 25 
Folklore Festival, Hampton Plantation 14- Nov. 1 

C/[oi>c//i6ez 
Handmade, S.C. Artisans Center, Walterboro 1,8,15 
Plantation Days, Middleton Place 1,8,15,22,29 
Fall Clogging Festival, Oconee Stale Park 7-8 
Battle of Secessionville, Mt. Pleasant 8-9 
This Hallowed Ground, Rivers Bridge State Park 22 
Chitlin' Strut, Salley 29 

Y/)ccwi/)ci 
Children's Christmas Garden, 
Edisto Memorial Gardens all month 
Olde Pendleton Home Tour, Pendleton 5-7 
Confederate Christmas Tour, Edgefield 6-7 
A Victorian Christmas Event, Pendleton 6-8 
Annual Spirituals Concert, Charleston 13 
Christmas Celebration, 
Reddiffe Plantation State Park 13 
Pieces of the Past, Old Dorchester State Park 13 
Holiday on Main, McCormick 14 



REGIONAL UPDATE 

There's an African proverb that says, 

"It takes an entire village to raise a child." 

Recently, the "villages" east of the Cooper 

River, downtown Charleston, North 

Charleston, Summerville, St. George and 

Walterboro have come together to help a 

project still in its infancy - an African-

American trail for this portion of the South 

Carolina Heritage Corridor. Charleston, 

Colleton and Dorchester county visitors can 

seethe contributions African-Americans 

have made in the development of the area's 

distinct culture. Community groups, church 

officials, preservation organizations, business 

and civic leaders, and government officials 

are working cooperatively to develop the 

trail. The project could also help create jobs 

and new businesses for African-Americans in 

the tourism industry. 

Region 1: Anderson, Oconee, Pickens 
(864) 656-7488 
• The Blue Ridge Arts Council in Seneca hosted 
an exhibit and series of lectures on the "Mills of 
Oconee County" from April 27-May 20. A pro
totype of the Newry mill and village, listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places, was on 
display. 
• The Fort Hill home of John C. Calhoun, one 
of South Carolina's premiere statesmen, is cur
rently being documented by the Historic 
American Buildings Survey. A team of seven 
architects is in Clemson conducting the 
$100,000 survey to prepare for future restora
tion and preservation of the mansion. The 
South Carolina Department of Archives & 
History provided a $25,000 grant, and Clemson 
University contributed $25,000 in equipment. 
The Clemson Class of 1947, as part of its 50-
year reunion, gave an additional $50,000. 
• A new effort is underway to document, collect, 
preserve, and interpret the folk music traditions 
of the South Carolina Piedmont. The S.C. 
Piedmont Harmony project, A Fusion of African 
and European Musical Traditions, began with a 
planning workshop conducted by Alan Jabbour, 
director of the American Folklife Center at the 
Library of Congress. The workshop involved folk 
musicians, folklorists and local historians. 
Sponsors included the Blue Ridge Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., the Oconee County Tourism 
Association, and Discover Upcountry Carolina. 
• A new Ag Tourism program will interpret and 
market the agricultural heritage, products, 
landscapes, lifestyles and culture of the region. 
The project began in June with a $10,000 grant 
from the Renewable Resources Extension Act 
Fund to inventory and assess the agricultural 
resources of the region. The grant is co-direct
ed by two Clemson University faculty members, 
Grant Cunningham, Planning & Landscape 
Architecture, and Dr. Bill Norman, Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism Management. 

Region 2: Abbeville, Edgefield, 
Greenwood, McCormick 
(864) 459-4600 
• Abbeville and McCormick counties were the 
settings for a series of community meetings 
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about the Savannah River Scenic Highway. 
Mary Means and Associates conducted an 
inventory of the scenic highway and presented 
their findings to the public in May. In June, 
they held local meetings for community feed
back. The firm made a final presentation of its 
findings and recommendations to preserve the 
scenic quality of the highway in August. 
• Greenwood County celebrated its 100th year 
with a series of events from late May through 
July. The events, tied to the 30th annual 
Festival of Flowers, included a historic photo 
exhibit at the Greenwood Museum, an industri
al exhibition at Cross Creek Mall, a historic 
walk with Ann Heard Bowen and a gospel 
music performance by the Tabernacle Baptist 
Church Choir. 
• The Greenwood Arts Council has opened an 
exhibition space for local artists in The 
Exchange area of downtown Greenwood. For 
more information call (864) 388-7800. 
• The River Oaks Arena has opened in Ware 
Shoals. The site offered a rodeo and series of 
country music concerts this past summer. The 
facility has been refurbished to hold 15,000 vis
itors and will feature equestrian and rodeo 
events. 

Region 3• Aiken, Bamberg, Barnwell, 
Orangeburg (803) 284-2800 
• The Agricultural Heritage Center, located at 
Clemson University's Edisto Research and 
Education Center in Blackville, has been select
ed as the official Discovery Center for Region 3. 
A committee made of county representatives 
and SCPRT staff made the decision after an on-
site tour and presentation by center representa
tives. 
• The Raylrode Daze Festival in Branchville 
was recognized by SCPRT as the Outstanding 
Festival for communities with less than 5,000 
residents. The festival won because of its 
impact on the economy and quality of life in 
South Carolina and its effectiveness in conserv
ing unique cultural or natural resources. The 
festival celebrates the impact of the railroad on 
South Carolina. Branchville is the midpoint of 
the first commercial railroad in the world, 
which began operating between Charleston and 

Hamburg in 1833-
• Aiken has been voted one of 10 All America 
Cities, a program of the National Civic League 
and sponsored by the Allstate Foundation. 
• Denmark's Dane Theater has won the 
Palmetto Trust for Historic Preservation's 
Honor Award - one of only five in the state. 
The presentation was made at the Trust's 
annual meeting at Brookgreen Gardens near 
Murrells Inlet. 
• The town of Elloree recently unveiled excit
ing new redevelopment plans for its downtown 
area. Future plans include specialty shops, live 
entertainment and restaurants. 

Region 4: Charleston, Colleton, 
Dorchester (803) 853-8000 ext. 3105 
• The Region 4 Board met in early spring to 
produce a strategic plan. The plan identified 
the need to establish committees for the discov
ery center, public relations and finance. 
Currently, these committees are working on 
implementing the goals set forth in the strate
gic planning session. 
• Cassina Point, located on Edisto Island, was 
featured in Summertime Magazine in an arti
cle titled "Inn-ticing". For more information, 
call Bruce Earnshaw at (803) 869-2535. 
• The ACE Basin Triathlon will be held 
Saturday, Oct. 11,1997, beginning at 9 a.m. 
The event includes canoeing down the pristine 
blackwater Ashepoo River and running and 
bicycling through shaded forests and over 
ancient rice levees. This event highlights the 
natural beauty of Colleton County. For more 
information, contact ACE Basin and Triathlon, 
P.O. Box 1763, Walterboro, S.C. 29488-1763. 
• Blue Circle Cement has donated 4,000 acres 
of land to the Francis Beidler Forest in 
Harleyville as part of a wetlands mitigation pro
ject. Francis Beidler Forest currently encom
passes 6,500 acres and contains 1,500-year-old 
cypress trees and 400 species of plants and ani
mals. For more information, call (803) 462-
2150. 

BULK RATE 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
S.C. Parks, 
Recreation, 
& Tourism 

S. C. STATE LIBRARY 
fJUN 2 2 1999 

STATE DOCUMENTS 


