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Our Vision

To be a recognized leader and
innovator in the provision of
support services to ensure
efficient, effective, safe and
coordinated use of mass transit
resources (for public benefit).
TASC Roadeo and 32nd Annual Event held

Our Mission

To assist in meeting the mass
transportation needs of South
Carolina’s citizens by providing
statewide transportation
planning and research;
administration of state and
federal funds and assistance
programs; evaluation of existing
and proposed programs and
of coordination of mass transit
programs.
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Starting with their annual Mass Transit Roadeo, the Transportation
Association of South Carolina’s (TASC) 32nd Annual Training Event and
Products Showcase got underway on Saturday, March 2, 2013.
Saturday’s weather was clear and mostly bright for the roadeo competition.
A smaller field of participants took part this year but the competitive spirit
was still there. The judging was complete by around 3:00 p.m. and the top
three places in the categories of van, cut-away, 35-foot, 40-foot vehicles and
maintenance teams were announced.
That same evening, a banquet and awards ceremony was held at the host
hotel, the Myrtle Beach Marriott Resort, to officially recognize all the drivers and
mechanics who placed first, second and third in the roadeo competition.
Saturday, March 2, also featured two National RTAP-sponsored training
sessions conducted for drivers on customer service and rotating training
sessions on lift maintenance and engine maintenance for mechanics. Sunday
afternoon saw some additional training on technology applications for transit
and a networking reception with the vendors/exhibitors.
Monday’s general session, which officially kicked off this year’s TASC event,
began with welcoming remarks from Myrtle Beach Mayor John Rhodes. He
was followed by Al Babinicz, president of TASC; Michael Melaniphy, the
president and CEO of the American Public Transportation Association (APTA);
and Robert St. Onge Jr., South Carolina’s Secretary of Transportation for the
SCDOT. Each of which gave informative and insightful words to all those
assembled.
At high noon on Monday, an awards luncheon was held that recognized the
SCDOT’s outstanding individuals and agencies “that have excelled in service and
dedication to their organizations and communities throughout the past year.”
See the next page for pictures of all these honorees as well as the roadeo
winners in all categories.
(Continued on page 2)
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Continued from page 1
Monday afternoon was filled with additional training sessions as were all day Tuesday and Wednesday morning. All
sessions were geared toward the needs and concerns of persons in the transit industry in South Carolina.
In view of the tough economic times we are in, some of the words of TASC President Al Babinicz in his written message
to the attendees were very timely. He said that “We will kick off our conference with an opening session with insights from
America’s transportation leaders and key South Carolina transit stakeholders who are re-framing the case for investment in
public transportation in support of job creation, economic development, and preparation for the next authorization” (of a
federal transportation bill).

TASC and the SCDOT’s Office of Public Transit are very pleased to announce the winners of the 2013
Mass Transit Roadeo and those individuals and agencies chosen as the best representatives of all that
is great about the public transit industry in South Carolina.You will note that, this year, there were
actually two general public transit operators of the year nominated and selected since they were
both equally deserving.

Van Category

1st Place: Betty Huell
Williamsburg County Transit System

2nd Place: Shaniki Davis
Lee County DSN Board

3rd Place: Jannie Davis
Fairfield County Transit System

2nd Place: Sadie Wagner
York County Adult Enrichment Center

3rd Place: Maritza Simon
CARTA/Veolia TransDev

Cut-away Bus Category

1st Place: Richard Scott
Williamsburg County Transit System
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35-Foot Bus Category

1st Place: Lee McIntyre
Clemson Area Transit

2nd Place: Phillip Patterson
CARTA/Veolia TransDev

3rd Place: Craig Hutchinson
COAST RTA

2nd Place: Benny Blurton
Clemson Area Transit

3rd Place: Andrew McKelvey
CARTA/ Veolia TransDev

40-Foot Bus Category

1st Place: Matthew Guest
Williamsburg County Transit System

Maintenance Category

1st Place: (l. to r.) Andy Stevanus, Shannon Byrum
and David Mungin,
CARTA/Veolia TransDev

2nd Place: (l. to r.) Myers Rollins (executive
director) and Doug Herriott, Transportation
Manager (accepting for Hudson Smith, Chris
Smith and Lonnie Reaves)
COAST RTA

3rd Place: (l. to r.) Antwone Douglas, Jennifer
Glover-Hawkins (executive director), Rickie
Mozie and Scott Yarborough
Fairfield County Transit System
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SCDOT Office of Public Transit Awards
Most Improved
Award

Pee Dee Council of Governments

Director’s Award for Human
Service Providers

Lynn Stockman,
Newberry County Council on Aging

Director’s Award for Public
Transit Providers

Michael Burgess,
Williamsburg County Transit System

Operator of the Year
General Public Transit
Operator of the Year
General Public Transit

Jones Kinloch, award accepted by Ginger Stevens (right)
CARTA/Veolia TransDev

Jausha McCrea, award accepted by Michael Burgess (left)
Williamsburg County Transit System
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Human Service Transportation
Provider of the Year

General Public Transit
Provider of the Year

Lee County Disabilities and Special Needs Board, award accepted by
Mary Mack (center) and Elijah Dinkins (right) of the agency

Williamsburg County Transit System, award accepted by
Michael Burgess, (left) of the system

The SCDOT’s Office of Public Transit and TASC heartily congratulate all of these individuals and agencies who represent
the finest in public transportation service delivery in South Carolina!

CAT rolls out first articulated bus in South Carolina
Clemson University students and the citizens of the City of Clemson are getting a taste of a style of bus transportation
normally seen only in big cities around the world. That is, until now. Beginning back in February of this year, Clemson Area
Transit (CAT) or CATBUS, as it’s known locally, put the first articulated bus ever to be seen in South Carolina on the streets
of Clemson.
According to CAT executive director, Al Babinicz, the new articulated bus, affectionately dubbed a “bendy bus”, will
enable CAT to ….”double the capacity (of a conventional bus) and only use one bus to accomplish as much transportation.”
CAT will be using this bus primarily on its Red Route to transport Clemson University students, faculty and staff to and from
campus. As part of a long-range plan for its older buses, CAT expects to retire a total of eight buses of which several will be
replaced by articulated buses.

Clemson Area Transit’s new articulated “bendy” bus in front of their headquarters.
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This high-capacity “bendy bus”, manufactured by Nova Bus, provides a larger center aisle than conventional buses thus
increasing passenger flow on board. It also is equipped with Nova Bus’ proprietary electric engine cooling system, resulting in
significant fuel savings, reduced greenhouse gas emissions and competitive life cycle costs.
CAT’s “bendy bus” has a very low floor making it easy for wheelchair users and moms with strollers to get on board.
Three doors make it easier and faster for riders to exit, too. With its capacity of up to 125 passengers, the bus can easily
handle the kind of narrow streets found on the Clemson University campus and in the city of Clemson just as well as a
regular bus.
Nova Bus’s articulated buses support the local economy of South Carolina as well. The accordion middle of the bus was
made here; seat fabric is made in Pendleton; and the tires are made by Michelin in Greer.
-----Information for this article from an undated press release from Nova Bus and “Fun Facts on Clemson Area Transit’s New Bendy Bus”
e-mail from Al Babinicz, CATBUS executive director, dated January 30, 2013.

New group gives bus riders in the Midlands a voice
In April, Columbia area bus riders, city council members,
and other public transit supporters in the Central Midlands
region announced a new advocacy group. To be known as
the Midlands Transit Riders Association or MTRA for short,
the main goal of the group is to give a voice to bus riders
who use the area’s transit service every day.
“We want to make sure that we have a voice (for)
those people that matter the most and that’s our riders and
our supporters of the transit system,” said Brian Newman,
Central Midlands Regional Transit Authority (CMRTA) board
member and Columbia city councilman.
A one cent increase in the sales tax for Richland
County went into effect on May 1 that was approved by
voters in November, 2012. The CMRTA will be a primary
beneficiary of the proceeds from this tax. It is expected to
bring in about $300 million for the bus system over a 20year period. CMRTA officials are eager to hear from riders
in the Midlands on what changes and improvements need
to be made to the system. “The penny is probably the most
important thing to happen in public transportation in this
city’s history,” stated Bob Schneider, executive director of
the CMRTA. He adds that the funds from the penny sales
tax will be available to the bus system starting in August,
2013.
Bus riders here want to speak out in hopes of
establishing a better future for public transit in the Midlands.
Newman adds that a goal is “to stabilize funding for our
system and make sure that we engage everyone in the
community.”
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Membership in the MTRA is free and open to bus riders
and public transit advocates. For more information, call
(803) 808-3384 or e-mail MidlandsTransit@gmail.com
----Information was originally printed at http://www.abccolumbia.com/
news/local/MTRA-Gives-New-Outlets-for-Riders-to-be-Heard--201329671.html,
by Crandall Sims, dated April 3, 2013.

NEWS YOU CAN USE!
In late April, the SCDOT’s Office of Public Transit
released the State Fiscal Year 2011-2012 Public Transit
Performance Report (also known as the Transit Trends
Report) and it is now available on the SCDOT’s
website. With this year’s subtitle of ‘Moving Transit
Forward’, the report is a documentation of the service
and performance activities of the general public transit
operations supported by the SCDOT. To view the
report, go to www.scdot.org and click on the ‘Public
Transit’ button at the right side; then scroll down the
‘Public Transit’ page and click on ‘SFY 2012 Transit Trends
Annual Report’. The report is in pdf format. Information
regarding paper copies and other accessible formats of
the document may be obtained by contacting the Office
of Public Transit at (803) 737-0831.

Updates on Ongoing Projects

People in TRANSITion
Senior Services, Incorporated of Chester County
Executive Director Michael Wessinger retired on March 29
after 25 years of service. In addition to demand response
service for eligible senior citizens in the county, his agency
also provides the very successful Chester County Connector
service which is open to the general public. Jennifer Davis
was named the interim executive director of Senior Services,
Incorporated of Chester County. She will serve only a short
time as a new executive director has already been selected
and will be announced by the first of July, 2013.

Statewide Multi-Modal Transportation Study
A series of interactive webinars were held in early
April, 2013 to give stakeholders opportunities to provide
comments on the vision, goals, objectives, performance
measures, updated strategic corridor system and interstate
congestion, as well as tasks associated with the Public
Transportation, Rail, Interstate, Strategic Corridor and Freight
plans. All webinars were open to the public and participants
were not limited to only one session. Question and answer
periods were allowed at each session after the initial
presentation.
Statewide Freight and Rail Plans were discussed on April
10. Interstate and Strategic Corridor Plans as well as the
Statewide Public Transportation Plan and Bicycle/Pedestrian
Considerations were discussed on April 11, each at different
times of the day. Early reports from the consultant team
indicate that there was great feedback from the participants.
There were also nearly 2,000 surveys completed and
returned giving detailed information on the existing public
transportation conditions throughout the state. This data
was downloaded onto the multi-modal study website earlier
this year and may be reviewed as a series of three technical
memorandums. To review this data and other information
about the Statewide Multi-Modal Transportation Study, go to
www.scdot.org/multimodal.

New at the Greenville Transit Authority (Greenlink)
is Dawain Atkinson who came aboard in late February.
Dawain was hired as the assistant manager of transit
operations for the system. He is originally a native of North
Carolina where he earned a bachelor of science degree in
history from Fayetteville State University. Prior to coming
to Greenlink, Dawain was the special needs transportation
coordinator for Spartanburg County School District 7.
Before that, he was in charge of Head Start transportation
in Sampson County, North Carolina. Dawain now makes his
home in Greenville with his wife and two children.
Office of Public Transit staff member, Marion Carman,
retired at the end of March after 25 years of service with the
SCDOT. Marion started with the then Public Transportation
Division in 1988 as the vehicle maintenance coordinator. He
later moved into developing specifications and assisting with
procurement of vehicles for the state’s transit and human
service agency providers as a vehicle coordinator. The Office
of Public Transit wishes Marion all the best as he enjoys his
retirement.
Ken Silvers has now assumed the duties of vehicle
coordinator for the entire state. He will be working with
all providers of public transportation services in developing
vehicle specifications; working with agencies to secure vehicles
through state contracts; inspecting vehicles that are delivered
to providers; and administering the system that tracks and
releases vehicle titles for which SCDOT holds liens.
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FYI
JUNE 6-7, 2013

AUGUST 12-13, 2013

TRANSIT-ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT

BUS PROCUREMENT WORKSHOP

CHARLOTTE, NC

NASHVILLE, TN

This is an intermediate course. Although not required,
participants should have a working knowledge of basic
transportation; land-use planning; transit planning; and
operational concepts. The goal of this course is to help
transportation and land-use professionals effectively participate
in the planning, funding and implementation of transit-oriented
projects that improve the environment, create a sense of
community, and boost transit ridership. Primary audience
includes transit agency planners and development specialists;
state DOT planners and engineers; MPO staff; federal
employees (FTA, FHWA, FRA, HUD, DOL, DOE and others);
city and county engineers and planners; and consultants. Cost
is $550.00 for consultants, contractors, non-USA transportation
or government agency and all others.You may register online by
going to www.ntionline.com and for more information, contact
Ginny Stern at gstern@nti.rutgers.edu or call her at (732)
932-1700, ext. 226.

The goal of this workshop is to assist FTA grantees to
comply with FTA bus procurement requirements to optimize
the procurement process. Participants will be able to highlight
FTA procurement requirements; examine bus procurement
processes; review the 2011 APTA Standard Bus Procurement
Guidelines document; and facilitate opportunities for
dialogue between manufacturers and transit agencies. Those
who should attend this workshop are key staff involved in
procuring buses including those from finance; maintenance;
and legal offices.
If you are interested in attending this workshop, please
register online at www.ntionline.com. From the homepage, select
‘Program Areas – Transit Program Management & Compliance’,
then select the Bus Procurement Workshop. For further
information, contact Fran Conti at (732) 932-1700, ext. 238 or
e-mail at fconti@nti.rutgers.edu.

JUNE 13, 2013

AUGUST 26-30, 2013

INTRODUCTION TO TRANSIT ASSET MANAGEMENT
WEBINAR SERIES, NO. 1

SOUTHERN TRANSPORTATION CIVIL RIGHTS TRAINING
SYMPOSIUM

WEBINAR: 1.5 HOURS

CHARLESTON, SC

This webinar series introduces a strategic approach to
managing transit assets. It focuses on an agency’s business
processes for resource allocation and utilization with the objective
of better decision-making based upon quality information and welldefined objectives. Policy-driven objectives are used to establish an
agreed quality and level of service. The series is directed at midand senior-level managers who are involved in the maintenance
of transit assets including rolling stock and facilities. Individuals
attending this webinar could be in the operations, maintenance,
safety, facilities, infrastructure, capital development, grants and
financial areas. Executive management will also benefit from
this series. The initial webinar will introduce asset management
principles and the three secondary webinars will focus on the
application of the principles to transit. They are tailored to small
systems including rural, paratransit, and systems up to 100 or 200
vehicles and large bus/paratransit systems operating more than 100
or 200 vehicles.You may register online the day of the webinar by
going to: www.ntionline.com and go to ‘Special Offerings’ and then
‘Webinars’ and click on the webinar title. For more information,
contact NTI’s Myrna Sirleaf at (732) 932-1700, ext. 228 or e-mail
her at msirleaf@ejb.nti.rutgers.edu

This training symposium was previously known as a civil
rights training conference and began in the late 1990s. Sponsored
by the Southern Transportation Civil Rights Executive Council
(STCREC), this symposium is now held every two years in one
of the member states. It is primarily attended by civil rights
transportation professionals, public and private, as well as other
transportation partners throughout the United States. The
STCREC consists of state DOT civil rights directors in the states
of Alabama, Florida, Kentucky, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina,
South Carolina and Tennessee. Two FHWA representatives
serve as advisors. Topics related to public transportation at this
symposium include: DBE goal setting methodology; handling
EEO complaints; and ADA/504 challenges. General attendee
registration cost is $300.00 up to June 30, 2013; after July 1, cost
is $350.00. To register, mail your check or purchase order and a
copy of your online registration form/confirmation to DESA, Inc.,
Attention: Registrar – STCREC, P. O. Box 6805, Columbia, SC
29260. Make checks payable to DESA, Inc. For online registration,
go to www.STCRECTraining.com. Online registration closes on
August 20, 2013.

National RTAP is a program of the Federal Transit Administration dedicated to creating
rural transit solutions through technical assistance, partner collaboration, FREE training materials
and other transit industry products.

To read more about National RTAP, go to www.nationalrtap.org To talk with a
RTAP specialist, call (toll-free) 888-589-6821.
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