
asking that the State provide $.25 per county 
resident toward the support of our public librar
ies, plus 3% for administrative purposes. If all 
46 counties participate in this program, the cost 
to the State will be approximately $61 3,358 
per year. 

---------------------------
Income from 

Population Proposed 25¢ 
(In Per Capita 

County Thousands) State Aid 

Abbeville, Greenwood 65 $ 16,440 
Aiken, Bamberg, 
Barnwell, Edgefield 131 32,676 
Allendale, Hampton, Jasper 41 10,255 
Anderson 98 24,469 
Beaufort 44 11,047 
Berkeley 38 9,549 
Calhoun 12 3,064 
Charleston 216 54,095 
Cherokee 35 8,801 
Chester 31 7,722 
Chesterfield 34 8,429 
Clarendon 29 7,372 
Colleton 28 6,954 
Darlington 53 13,232 
Dillon 31 7,646 
Dorchester 24 6,096 
Fairfield 21 5,178 
Florence 84 21,109 
Georgetown 35 8,699 
Greenville 210 52,444 
Horry 68 17,062 
Kershaw 34 8,396 
lancaster 39 9,838 
laurens 48 11,902 
lee 22 5,458 
lexington 61 15,181 
McCormick 9 2,157 
Marion 32 8,003 
Marlboro 29 7,132 
Newberry, Saluda 44 10,995 
Oconee 40 10,051 
Orangeburg 69 17,140 
Pickens 46 11,507 
Richland 200 50,025 
Spartanburg 157 39,207 
Sumter 75 18,736 
Union 30 7,504 
Williamsburg 41 10,233 
York 79 19,690 
Total $595,494 
3% for administrative purposes $ 17,864 

$613,358 

Our libraries are doing a truly remarkable job 
with the funds they have, but they cannot keep 
pace with the progress of South Carolina unless 
they have the support they need -- from their 
State as well as county and municipal govern
ments. Will they receive this support? The choice 
is YOURS! 
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You have a decision to make which will affect 
2,458,000 South Carolinians- the young and 
the old, students and businessmen, housewives 
and public officials, the handicapped and even 
the institutionalized. It will, in short, touch every 
person who lives in our State. The decision 
concerns South Carolina's public libraries. This 
year, you will decide whether they stagnate and 
fall into decay or whether they move forward and 
keep pace with our State. 

In the past, we have not given our libraries the 
help they need. According to conservative esti
mates, the sum total of human knowledge has 
doubled during the past fourteen years. Libraries 
are the storehouses of this knowledge, yet in 
South Carolina we have not increased our state 
aid to public libraries by a single dollar since 
1952. And now the situation has reached a most 
critical point. To illustrate, let's take a quick look 
at the condition of our libraries today. 

Status of Our Public Libraries 
According to the standards of the American 
Association of State Libraries: "The state share 
in the financing of local public library service 
should be at least one-third to one-half of the 
total cost of a sound minimum public library 
system." But in South Carolina, the State's total 
share of public library support is only one-six
teenth, or a mere 6.4% of total public library 
expenditures - a sum that's far too small to do 
the job for which it was intended. 

At present, not one public library in South 
Carolina meets state and national standards. Not 
a single library comes up to minimum standards 
set by the American Library Association. Four 
of our counties do not even have a county-wide 
library system. Clearly, we cannot comfort our-

selves with being only a little below standard; 
we must face the fact that we are woefully inade
quate in meeting the library needs of a progres
sive and growing state. 

What is the answer? We must give our libraries 
(1) more books and (2) more and better trained 
personnel. 

1. MORE BOOKS 

If everyone in South Carolina decided to check 
out a library book one day next week, our public 
library shelves would be bare and half the people 
would have to return home without a book! 
Take away the old worn books, the old encyclo
pedias, and the out-of-date reference books, and 
there is only one-half of a book for each South 
Carolinian. 

According to state and national standards, the 
minimum basic bookstock for a public library is 
100,000 volumes of currently useful material. In 
South Carolina only four county library systems 
meet this standard - the great majority are far 
below it. Our state-wide library system should 
have at least 4,500,000 volumes; we have 
2,201, 728 volumes. 

This book shortage has been intensified by a stag
gering rise in book costs over the past fourteen 
years. Retail book prices increased by 68% from 
1952 to 1965 - the average price for books of 
all types has risen from $4.13 to $6.93 per 
volume. For scientific, technical and reference 
books, the increase has been even more drastic. 

2. MORE AND BETTER 
TRAINED PERSONNEL 

Today, only 50 professionally trained librarians 
serve in our public libraries. We need more than 
twice this number to handle the demands of 

our growing population. At present, seventeen 
county and regional libraries. and six munici
pal libraries have no professionally trained staff 
members. Librarians' salaries have risen, too. In 
1952, a beginning professional librarian received 
about $3,000 per year. Now, we must pay profes
sional librarians a minimum starting salary of 
$6,048 in order to compete with libraries in other 
states for their much sought-for services. 

Our Proposal 
The "dollar gap" that is depriving our citizens of 
the library materials and service they need can 
easily be seen by glancing at the chart below. 

Per Capita Library Expenditures 

Recommended National South 
Minimum Standard Average Carolina 

$3.85 · Over $2.60 7 Counties- more than $1.00 
16 Counties- more than $ .70 
23 Counties- less than $ .70 

What can we do to remedy this situation? A good 
, start has been made at the local level. During the 

last ten years, local library support has doubled, 
r rising from $927,133 in 1955, to $1,815,137 in 

1965. However, if our libraries are to meet the 
needs of our fast-moving state, this basic local 

1 support must be supplemented by additional 
State Aid. 

Our proposal asks not only for an increase in 
the allocation of total state funds, but also for 
a change in the manner in which the allocation is 
distributed. It asks that State Aid funds be allo
cated and distributed on a per capita basis in 
order that the greater need of more populous 
areas may be fairly met. We, as library patrons, 
Friends of the Library, or library trustees, are 
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