
• The Book Collection Improvement Project
allocating funds for the general im
provement of book collections both in 
content and physical condition. 

• The Library Interpretation Project - ex
plaining the public library and its ser
vices through publicity and public re
lations. 

EXPANDING THE SERVICE ... 
One of the greatest unmet needs in South Caro
lina is for reference and research facilities at 
the State level to serve the Executive and Leg
islative branches of State government and 
State agencies. The State Library Board plans 
to offer such services as part of an expanded 
State Library program by: 

• Consolidating its own now scattered but 
steadily-increasing reference and inter
library loan collections in a new build
ing housing the materials and services 
of the State Library Board. 

• Organizing central research and reference 
collection for State agencies. 

• Providing special information and research 
service to the Executive and Legislative 
branches of State government. 

• Maintaining a strong central collection of 
State, local, and federal documents. 

• Offering increased professional assistance in 
reference and research service to all 
public libraries. 

LOOK TO YOUR 
SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 
LIBRARY BOARD 
for Better Public Library Service through: 

• Grants-in-aid 

• Inter-library loans 

Professional reference service 

• Consultant service to library boards 

• On-the-spot assistance to librarians 

• Preparation of bibliographies 

• Films on library service 

• Exhibits of children's books 

• Professional library literature 

• Library placement bureau 

• Service to the blind 

• Scholarships for graduate library training 

• In-service-training programs 

• Summer intern program 
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THE FIRST TO ACT ... 
The sale of "Drest Skinns to ye value of Sea
venty Pounds Currant Money" brought into 
being, in Charles Town, in 1698, the nation's 
first public library, as South Carolina's General 
Assembly acted to bring library services to its 
people. Through all the 269 .years since, South 
Carolina's interest in providing good public 
libraries has continued to grow. It is the role 
of the State Library Board to implement it. 

~ 

THE STATE LIBRARY BOARD ... 
The South Carolina State Library Board was 
created by an Act of the General Assembly in 
1929 and charged with the responsibility of de
veloping a system of public libraries throughout 
the State. Today South Carolina's entire public 
library system is coordinated by the State Li
brary Board, whose many services supplement 
the resources and services of the local public 
library. 

SOUTH CAROLINA LIBRARIES ... 
The service is good in places, and growing al
most everywhere, but it is far from adequate. 
More librarians and more books are needed. 
Better financial support at the State and local 
levels can provide these and will allow public 
libraries to give good service to the people, to 
business, to industry, and to government of the 
State. 

Today South Carolina Has: 
• 35 public library systems - including 4 re

gional libraries serving 11 counties, and 
31 county libraries. 

• 4 counties without county library service -
with 3 of these served by public li
braries which extend their services be
yond their immediate communities. 

• 8 municipal or township libraries not yet 
members of systems. 

•102 branch libraries, all part of county or re
gional systems. 

• 50 bookmobiles serving 1,391 rural communi
ties on 2,492 trips per month. 

• 2, 201,728 volumes available, with 6,490,485 
books borrowed in 1965. 

• Less than one public library book per capita. 

Today South Carolina Spends: 
• An average of 94¢ per capita for public library 

service in 45 counties, with only 11 coun
ties spending more than 94¢ per capita. 

• At the local level, $1,815,137 in 1965- still 
below the national level of support, but 
more than double the dollars spent 
locally 10 years ago. 

• At the state level, an annual allocation- un
changed in 14 years - of $1,500 per 
qualifying county library, with42 coun
ties qualifying. 

MEETING THE NEEDS ... 
Additional financial support is provided for 
South Carolina libraries under provisions of 
the Library Services and Construction Act. 
The South Carolina State Library Board's plan 
for implementation of the provisions of this Act 
is aimed at correction of major deficiencies in 
public library service in the state, through: 

• The Reference and Interlibrary Loan Project 
- making the unusual, the expensive, 
or the highly technical book available 
on loan to all public libraries and sup
plying information to fill difficult refer
ence requests. 

• The Carolina Materials Project - bringing 
back into print more than 100 essential 
books in the field of South Carolina his
tory and making these rare reference 
materials available for use throughout 
the state. 

• The Personnel Project- attracting qualified 
young people into the field of librarian
ship through intern and scholarship 
programs, and providing additional 
training £or present library personnel. 
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