
During rain storms, 
cigarette butts thrown on the 

ground are carried by runoff to the 
nearest storm drain. From there, they 

flow through a network of underground 
pipes before being sent directly to 

streams, rivers and the ocean!

Most cigarette filters are made of plastic, which NEVER 
fully degrades in the environment. When exposed to 
sunlight and waves, they merely break down into smaller 
plastic pieces.

Birds, fish, turtles 
& other wildlife may ingest 

plastic debris, including 
cigarette butts, which can lead 

to choking, poisoning or 
blockage of the gut.

A total of 2,412,151 cigarette butts were 
collected worldwide during the 2017 
International Coastal Cleanup. Countless 
butts are collected across South Carolina’s 
beaches and rivers too! 

The chemicals and metals in 
cigarette butts impact water quality. 
In a lab study, the concentration of 

1 cigarette butt in just 1 liter 
of water killed half of all 

fish in 96 hours!

See reverse 
side for more 
information 
about the 

Grand Strand 
Cigarette Litter 

Reduction 
Project!

Cigarette butts continue to rank 
among the top most common types 
of marine debris found worldwide.
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In some birds, arsenic 
causes destruction of 

gut blood vessels, 
seizures, reproductive 
problems, blood cell 
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muscular coordination.
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Infographic adapted from 
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The Coastal Waccamaw Stormwater Education Consortium (CWSEC) and its 
partners are implementing the Grand Strand Cigarette Litter Reduction Project 
for the purposes of enhancing public awareness and promoting the proper 
disposal of cigarette litter on the beaches and rivers along the Grand Strand of 
coastal South Carolina. 

For more information about the project and additional resources, please visit 
www.cwsec-sc.org/cigarettelitter.

Be sure to look out for the new cigarette butt receptacles installed at multiple 
beach accesses and river landings across the Grand Strand!

Funding for this project has been made 

possible by the National Marine Sanctuary 

Foundation (marinesanctuary.org) and  

the NOAA Marine Debris Program  

(marinedebris.noaa.gov).
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