
COMPOSTING IS

Help the environment. Improve your bottom line.

1-800-768-7348
www.scdhec.gov/smartbusiness

smartbiz@dhec.sc.gov
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A Simple Guide for Starting  
a Composting Program at Your Facility

COMPOSTING IS
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Three Fast Facts  
about Food Waste
1. Food waste is the No. 1 item 

thrown away in the United States.1

2. Nearly 700,000 tons2 of food 
waste was produced in South 
Carolina during fiscal year 2017.3

3. About 40 percent of all food 
produced is never eaten.4

1. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
2. S.C. Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC)
3. July1, 2016 to June 30, 2017

4. U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
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Getting Started:  
Why compost at your business?
Organics recycling is not only good for the 
environment – it’s also good for your bottom 
line.

Composting is the natural method of recycling 
organics such as yard trimmings and food 
waste into a nutrient-rich soil amendment. Just like a recycling 
program, composting has the potential to reduce waste 
disposal costs. 

About 30 percent of what South Carolinians throw away is 
organic material. Composting this material keeps it out of 
landfills and turns it into a usable product.

If finished compost is used on-site it could provide potential 
cost savings by reducing your facility’s outdoor water bill and 
lowering fertilizer and pesticide purchases.
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Composting Options  
for Large & Small Businesses
OFF-SITE COMPOSTING 

Many businesses will need to send organics off-site 
for composting, either because they lack the space 
or staff to compost materials on-site or have no use 
for the finished product. 

Municipalities often do not collect or haul food waste directly, 
so if interested please contact our office at 1-800-768-7348 
for haulers serving your area. The hauling company should be 
contacted for fees and service options in order to transport your 
organics to a commercial composting facility.

Discuss the following with your potential organics hauler: 

• Are there any types of organics that are not 
accepted? Ask specifically about meat, yard trimmings, paper 
towels and other non-recyclable material. 

• What kinds of compostable products are accepted, 
if any? This is important because some composting facilities 
accept certain compostable food service ware and bags while 
others do not. Before setting up a collection program, it should 
be determined how much of your overall waste is compostable. 

• What are the logistics of the collection system? Is 
material collected at a set interval or on call? How and where 
should the material be set out for collection? Does the hauler 
provide any bins, signage or training? 

• Talk to your neighboring businesses to find out if 
they are interested in composting and sharing services to 
reduce the cost.
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ON-SITE COMPOSTING 

If outdoor space is available, open pile or multi-bin 
composting is an inexpensive way to manage yard 
trimmings and unconsumed food. 

Refer to the “Backyard Composting Guide” 
at www.scdhec.gov/compost for 
instruction and tips on how to get started. 

Keep in mind that compost from your 
business must be generated and used  
on site. 

Pictured left is a 
composting pit. 
Below is a typical 
multi-bin system 
for composting 
small to medium 
amounts of 
material.
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IN-VESSEL COMPOSTING

In-vessel composting systems involve enclosing 
organics in a drum, silo, bin or other container 
and controlling the temperature, moisture and 
aeration to rapidly produce 
finished compost. In-vessel 
composters come in various 
sizes and styles. 

Some composters can fit easily 
in a facility or restaurant 
kitchen while others can 
be as large as a bus to 
accommodate large food 
processors. 

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

As with any equipment purchase, 
companies should research which 
system best fits their needs.
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Collect and store  
organics efficiently.
Just like trash or recycling, create a plan to collect 
the compostable material. 

Plastic or metal containers with a lid 
are ideal for storing organics until 
they are ready to be composted. 
It is important to have collection 
bins placed where organics 
are generated along with 
proper signage to remind staff 
and visitors what material is 
accepted for composting. 

Incorporate composting into 
trainings and job descriptions to 
make sure everyone knows how to 
properly manage organic waste.
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Composting Permits 

Depending on what and how much you compost 
on-site, you may need a permit from DHEC or be 
required to meet certain conditions. 

Visit www.scdhec.gov/Agency/docs/lwm-regs/R61-
107_4.pdf or call DHEC’s Division of Mining and Solid Waste at 
803-898-0254 to find out if the regulation applies to your facility.   

Report your efforts.
Be sure to track waste management expenses and 
savings through avoided disposal costs. You can 
keep your own records or your organics hauler 
may do this for you.

Composting supports South Carolina’s goal to recycle 40 percent of 
its waste by the year 2020. By reporting your recycling activities, 
your business can help the state reach this goal. 

Smart Business offers a free, confidential and easy-to-use 
online reporting system call Re-TRAC Connect. This online data 
management system allows businesses to enter, manage and report 
essential data. To start using Re-TRAC Connect, please register at 
www.connect.re-trac.com/register/scsmartbusiness.

Recycle fats,  
oils and grease.
Contact your food supplier to find out if they will take 
back used cooking oil for recycling or use the Green 
Resource Index at www.scdhec.gov/gri to find a company serving 
your area.



Recycling  
is smart business.

This program offers FREE, confidential, non-regulatory services 
including:

• Site visits to assess reuse, waste reduction and recycling 
opportunities;

• Contacts for potential markets, service providers and 
beneficial reuse;

• Technical assistance including telephone consultations and 
best practices;

• Workshops, webinars and an electronic newsletter; 
and

• A state recognition program.
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