
Francis Marion University presented its 
2007-2008 alumni awards at an Alumni 
Appreciation Dinner, Jan. 31.

The Outstanding Alumnus is Ted Maness. 
He graduated in 1980 with a bachelor’s 
degree in political science. Maness is a 
veteran of Republican politics and Capitol 
Hill. He worked on Republican campaigns 
in the 1980s and was director of legislative 
and political affairs for the U.S. Chamber 

of Commerce from 1987 to 1993. Maness 
served as chief of staff to then Representative 
and now Senator Jon Kyl (R-Ariz.) in his 
House and Senate offices from 1993 to 1997. 

He was executive director of the National 
Republican Congressional Committee 
from 1997 to 1999, and vice president for 
industry relations at Fannie Mae from 1999 
to 2001. He is married to Katie Winkeljohn 
Maness with a daughter Elizabeth, and a son 
Teddy.

Maness is currently the chief of staff for 
Congressman George Radanovich (R-Calif.).

The Benjamin Wall Ingram III Young 
Alumna is Rachel Turner. The Florence 
native is a 2000 Magna Cum Laude graduate 
with a B.S. degree in biology. She is a 2003 
honors graduate of the Medical University 
of South Carolina with a master’s degree in 
health administration. Employed by McLeod 
Health for four years, she is currently the 

associate administrator of public relations 
and marketing for McLeod Medical Center 
in Dillon, where she oversees public relations 
and marketing, cardiopulmonary services, 
cardiac rehab and physical therapy. 

Turner is a member of Rehoboth Baptist 
Church, the South Carolina Chapter of the 
American College of Healthcare Executives, 
the Pee Dee area Alpha Delta Pi Alumnae 
Association and the Junior League of 
Florence. She currently serves on the FMU 
Alumni Association Board. She is engaged to 
be married on March 1, 2008, to Will Gainey 
of Marion.

The Alumni Volunteer of the Year is Brent 
Tiller. He is a 2000 graduate and received his 
bachelor’s degree in business administration 
while majoring in marketing.
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Drs. Bruce & Lee Foundation grants 
$5 million more for Performing Arts Center

It was announced at the Francis Marion University Board of 
Trustees quarterly meeting on Feb. 1 that the Drs. Bruce & Lee 
Foundation has granted an additional $5 million to the university 
towards building the FMU Performing Arts Center.

FMU President Dr. Fred Carter said the funds would be added to 
the $10 million in grant money already awarded by the Drs. Bruce & 
Lee Foundation, a $12 million state appropriation and a $3 million 
contribution from the city of Florence to cover the cost of the facility. 
Estimates place the project in the $30 million range.The center will 
be located on 3.93 acres of land at the corner of Dargan and West 
Palmetto and used for performances, programs and exhibits. The 
facility will also include instructional space for use by the university’s 
fine arts program. Construction is expected to be complete in late 
2009, with 2010 as the first full concert year, said Carter.

He also unveiled master plans for the new athletic complex to be 
located on the west side of campus that would consist of baseball, 

softball and soccer fields and track and field components. The 
complex is situated on more than 100 acres of university property.

“This complex will provide superb facilities for the use of 
residential and commuting students as well as intercollegiate 
athletics,” Carter said.

Construction will be completed in increments and paid for 
through two primary sources: bonds and private donations.

The Francis Marion University Board of Trustees approved the 
naming of the new baseball stadium scheduled to be complete in 
2010 after longtime supporters of the university, the Sparrow family 
of Lake City.

The arena will be called the Henry Booker and Nellie Cooke 
Sparrow Baseball Stadium. It will seat approximately 2,500 fans 
with a growth potential of accommodating an additional 2,500 and 
features paved parking for nearly 400 cars. 

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 3
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Linda D. Becote, associate professor and technical services 
librarian in the James A. Rogers Library at Francis Marion University, 
has been appointed by the president upon the nomination of the 
library faculty to the Betty Jean Windham Greer Chair in Library 
Science.

Becote has been with FMU since 1978, serving first as a staff 
member and then as a member of the faculty. She is now head 
of technical services where she and her staff are responsible for 
the acquisition of new books and electronic resources as well as 
cataloging the library’s collection.

“It is a great honor and privilege to be the first to hold the 

Greer Chair in Library Science,” 
said Becote. “I would like to 
sincerely thank my colleagues for 
recommending this appointment.” 

Grady Greer of Florence 
established the Betty Jean Windham 
Greer Chair in Library Science this 
month, in honor of his wife.

Endowed for $100,000, the 
purpose of the chair is to honor 
current or future members of the 
faculty of the James A. Rogers 
Library for academic excellence, 
integrity and professionalism in their 
field. The awarding of the chair may 
also be used as a recruiting incentive 
for new members of the library faculty.

A native of Pamplico, Becote earned a bachelor’s degree in business 
education at South Carolina State College in 1977 and a master’s 
degree in library and information science from the University of 
South Carolina.

 “We are pleased that the Greers have established this endowed 
faculty chair that will honor Linda’s leadership and generous 
mentoring of colleagues,” said Paul Dove, dean of Rogers Library.

Becote served on several library committees at FMU. She is also 
the president of the FMU African-American Faculty and Staff 
Coalition, where she has served as vice-president and in various other 
capacities. Becote has been an adviser for freshmen seminar at FMU 
as well.

In her community, she has worked with parent-teacher 
organizations at Hannah-Pamplico Elementary and Middle Schools. 
She is also a very active member of her church, Mill Branch A.M.E. 
Becote is a proud member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc.

Becote’s professional affiliations include the South Carolina 
Library Association and the American Library Association.

Becote appointed to Greer Endowed 
Chair in Library Science

FMU to host Vagina Monologues

Becote

The Francis Marion University 
Theatre will present “The Vagina 
Monologues” by Eve Ensler on Feb. 
15. Sponsored by the FMU Fine 
Arts Department and directed 
by FMU Associate Professor of 
Theatre History Dawn Larsen, 
the play will begin at 8 p.m. in the 
Hyman Fine Arts Center’s theatre. 

Tickets are $10 with proceeds 
from the play benefiting the Pee 
Dee Coalition Against Domestic 
and Sexual Assault. A special 
pre-production reception also will 
be held at the Hyman Fine Arts 
Theatre. The cost for it is $25, 
which includes admission to the 

play. 
“The Vagina Monologues,” a 

program that raises awareness 
about violent acts committed 
against women across the world, is 
Ensler’s pioneering play celebrating 
the female and female sexuality, 
as well as a plea to stop violence 
against women. Since Ensler first 
performed the Monologues in 1997, 
more than 800 productions have 
been staged in over 30 countries. 

For tickets or additional 
information about the Monologues, 
call FMU Professor of Theatre Arts 
Keith Best at ext.1549.
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Events Calendar
February

Art Gallery Series Feb. 5 
Gallery Gala
7-8 pm  HFAC Gallery

First Tuesday Arts Event Feb. 5 
Pianist Charles Fugo HFAC, Kassab
8 pm

Dooley Planetarium Feb. 10
“Stories from the Greeks”   
3 p.m. CEMC, 2nd Floor

English Dept. Film Series Feb. 12
Robert Wiene’s 
“The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari” 
3:30 & 8 pm  Lowrimore Aud.

FMU Artist Series Feb. 14
Concert: Piano Duo
8 pm HFAC, Kassab

FMU Open House Feb. 16

Trustee members also approved a $25 per semester increase in 
the student activity fee as well as increasing the housing fees by 5 
percent. All fee increases will be effective with the 2008 fall semester.

The student activity fee will go from $72.50 per semester to 

$97.50 to fund student development activities. As part of this same 
resolution, there will be an increase in the student activity fee to 
$122.50 per semester to take effect with the 2009 spring semester.

Drs. Bruce & Lee... continued from front

In 2001, Tiller started Pinnacle Network Solutions, which 
serves the computer networking needs of local businesses and K-12 
organizations. Currently, he serves as the operating partner and vice 
president. The Hartsville native has made hiring FMU students 
and graduates an essential part of his business model. Within the 
community, Tiller is an active member of the Florence Kiwanis Club 
where he has served as the chair of the membership committee and 
is currently serving on the board. He is a member of Kappa Alpha 
Fraternity serving as a counselor to younger members and as the 

alumni chapter president for the Pee Dee. He is also a member of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Florence. In 2006, Tiller became a 
member of the FMU Alumni Association Board.

Tiller is married to the former DeAnn Weatherly of Dillon, also 
an FMU graduate with a bachelor’s and master’s degree in psychology. 
They have a daughter, Weatherly Ann, and are expecting a new 
addition to their family in April. The Hartsville native and his family 
now live in Florence. 

FMU presents alumni awards... continued from front

Joe Aniello, executive director of the Donald E. Kelley Small 
Business Institute, co-presented a paper titled “Entrepreneurial Spirit: 
Mind Development” at the annual conference of the United States 
Association of Small Business and Entrepreneurship (USASBE) 

on Jan. 11 in San 
Antonio, Texas.

Nancy Townsend, 
coordinator of 
education professional 
development 
courses, will serve 
on a panel at the 5th 
Annual LiveText 
Winter Seminar 
in New Orleans, 
La., on Feb. 6. She 
and representatives 
from Miami Dade 
College and North 
Georgia College & 
State University  
will discuss their 
experiences with using 
and implementing the 
new LiveText. 

The work of Doug 
Gray, associate 
professor of art, is 
displayed on the cover 
of Pottery Making 
Illustrated magazine’s 
January/February 
edition.

Campus Technology and Physical Plant are co-sponsoring a 
Management Training Workshop for team leaders in these two 
organizations.  The event will be held March 5 and 6 in the Lee 
Nursing Building.  The speaker will be Daniel Gilbert, associate 
professor of business administration at Tennessee Wesleyan College, 
Athens, Tenn. This training is open only to employees of these 
departments.

Britton Reaves has joined the FMU Staff as a student services 
counselor for admissions.

The Office of the Provost invites faculty and staff to submit 
nominations for the Francis Marion University Distinguished 
Professor Award for 2007-2008. The faculty member so selected will 
also represent the university as the nominee for the South Carolina 
Distinguished Professor of the Year Award next fall.

Award criteria will be based on the faculty member’s contribution 
in teaching, scholarly activity, and professional service. Selection 
will be made from among nominated faculty members by the 
Distinguished Professor Selection Committee consisting of all 
Distinguished Professors currently under contract and students 
appointed by the Provost. 

Those eligible for consideration for this award  must be current 
full-time tenured, tenure-track Francis Marion University employees 
(including department chairpersons and school deans). The Office 
of the Provost may be contacted if you have a question regarding a 
potential nominee’s eligibility.

Nominations for the award may come from a faculty colleague, an 
FMU student who has been enrolled within the last twelve months, 
or a current staff member.  Eligible faculty members may also 
nominate themselves.

The deadline for nominations is Monday, March 3, at 5 p.m. They 
must be made to the Office of the Provost (SAB 115) in the form 
of a brief letter or e-mail message to Rannie Gamble, administrative 
manager in the Provost’s Office, at rgamble@fmarion.edu.

Faculty/Staff News



The Patriot Digest is published twice 
monthly and distributed on paydays.

Submit copy to the editor by February 
12 for the February 15 edition. Contact 
the editor, Angela Crosland, at ext. 1227 
or at acrosland@fmarion.edu.

Digest Deadline
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Peterson Scholarship established at FMU
A scholarship has been established at 

Francis Marion University by the FMU 
African-American Faculty and Staff 
Coalition in honor of Chemistry Professor 
LeRoy “Pete” Peterson Jr. 

The Dr. LeRoy “Pete” Peterson Endowed 
Scholarship was created to pay tribute to 
Peterson’s distinguished career as a faculty 
member in chemistry, which began in the fall 
of 1990.

“Pete has been an outstanding and 
dedicated member of the FMU faculty for 
nearly 18 years during which time he has 
educated and inspired hundreds of students,” 
said FMU president Fred Carter. “We are 
delighted to support this scholarship in his 
honor.”

A native of Florence, Peterson is a 
professor of chemistry and has been cited 
for his extensive scholarly work, primarily 
in the field of chemistry, his service to 
the community and state and for service 
on numerous university committees. He 
earned a bachelor’s degree at FMU in 

1984 and a doctorate in chemistry from 
the University of South Carolina where he 
was an undergraduate laboratory-teaching 
assistant. He is active in the American 
Chemical Society, the Pee Dee Math and 
Science Hub, the Science South project and 
the S.C. Academy of Science. He is president 
of North Vista PTA, serves on the board of 
Florence Boys and Girls Club and coaches 
in youth basketball leagues. He is faculty 
advisor for Omega Psi Phi and Kappa Alpha 
Psi fraternities and Zeta Phi Beta sorority 
and is active in the university’s African-
American Faculty and Staff Coalition. He 
is also a member of the FMU Institutional 
Effectiveness Committee.

“When the Coalition first discussed 
the possibility of creating an endowed 
scholarship some time ago, Pete was the 
one who did the research to see if it was 
at all possible. Because of his work with 
the Coalition, it is most fitting that he be 
honored this way,” said FMU African-
American Faculty and Staff Coalition 

President Linda 
Becote. “We especially 
appreciate the 
generosity of our 
president, Dr. Carter, 
and his continued 
support of the 
Coalition.”

The scholarship 
will be permanently 
endowed for $25,000 
with the first 
installment derived 
from proceeds generated through the FMU 
Foundation Chairman’s Golf Classic in 
March 2008. The Coalition will award the 
first Peterson Scholarship in the fall of 2008 
for no less than $1,000.

Recipients must be full-time FMU 
students who have a 2.5 grade point average 
or higher. Preference will be given to 
minority students who are U.S. citizens and 
who are in the greatest financial need.

Sparrow family establishes three endowed chairs
The Nellie Cooke Sparrow Chair for a Writer in Residence, the 

Joseph Walker Coleman Sr., Chair in Elementary Education and 
the Henry Booker Sparrow Chair in Economics and Economics 
Forecasting have been established at Francis Marion University.

The chairs were established by long-time supporters of the 
university, John W. Sparrow and his family of Lake City. The Writer 
in Residence chair was established in memory of Sparrow’s mother. 
The elementary education chair is a memorial to a friend of the 
Sparrow family who served as a superintendent in Florence School 
District Three and worked as a math teacher in Scranton. The chair 
in economics and economics forecasting was established in honor of 
Sparrow’s father.

Each chair will be endowed for $100,000. The purpose of the 
chairs is to honor current or future faculty members for their 
academic excellence, integrity and professionalism in their field.

“We are deeply committed to supporting the outstanding work 
conducted at Francis Marion,” Sammy Sparrow said. “Endowing these 
chairs is our way of doing what my parents have always spent time 
doing – supporting education. Our family is honored to support this 
community, which has given so much to us.” 

The Writer in Residence chair will be awarded to a faculty 

member in the Department of English, Modern Languages and 
Philosophy; the elementary education chair will be awarded to a 
faculty member in the School of Education; and the economics and 
economics forecasting chair will be awarded to a faculty member in 
the School of Business. The awarding of the chairs may also be used 
as a recruiting incentive for new faculty members in the respective 
departments. The chairs are expected to be awarded in August 2008.

The Sparrow family, including John W. Sparrow and his sons, 
Sammy (FMU class of ’83 and FMU Foundation board vice-
chairman of the investments committee) and J. Wesley Sparrow Jr., is 
dedicated to enhancing the educational and extracurricular experience 
of students in the Pee Dee region.

The university recently received a substantial gift that will partially 
fund a new baseball stadium scheduled to be completed in 2010. 

This family demonstrated its support of FMU also in May 2003 
when The Nellie Cooke Sparrow Chair in Business was established 
in memory of Sparrow’s mother. The purpose of the chair is to honor 
a current or future member of the faculty of the FMU School of 
Business for academic excellence, integrity and professionalism in 
their field. 

In 1988, the Sparrow family established the Nellie Cooke Sparrow 
Memorial Scholarship, an award to assist deserving FMU students 
residing in Florence School District 3.

“The Sparrow family worked with the university to create chairs 
in disciplines where we have the greatest need,” said FMU President 
Fred Carter. “Their generosity is indicative of their love of this 
institution and their commitment to educate students across the Pee 
Dee.” 

Peterson


