
James L. Schlimmer of Louisburg, N.C., 
has been named director of admissions at 
Francis Marion University.   

Schlimmer will be responsible for 
providing leadership in recruiting and 
admitting new undergraduate students to the 
university. His areas of special responsibility 
will include oversight of admissions 
counselors, support staff operations and 
recruitment publications efforts.

“We are pleased to have someone with 
Mr. Schlimmer’s extensive background and 
experience take over the management of our 
admissions process,” said FMU Associate 
Provost Ken Kitts. 

“This is such a critical position in making 
high school and transfer students aware of 
educational programs available at Francis 
Marion,” he said. “He will do an outstanding 
job in working with students and their 
parents in the admissions process.”

Schlimmer will assume his position as 
director of admissions on Jan. 15.

A native of Davenport, Iowa, Schlimmer 
earned a bachelor’s degree at Luther College 
in Decorah, Iowa, in 1977 and a master’s 
from the University of North Carolina 
(Greensboro) in 1997.

Schlimmer is leaving his post as vice 
president for enrollment management 
at Louisburg College to come to 

FMU. Prior to that, he served as vice 
president for enrollment at Luther College 
in Decorah, Iowa. At High Point University, 
he served as director of admissions, dean 
of admissions, primary designated school 
official, dean of enrollment management 
and director of international students over a 
nearly 25-year period.
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Endowed chair in library science established
The Betty Jean Windham Greer Chair in Library Science has been 

established at Francis Marion University. The chair was established 
by Grady Greer of Florence, in honor of his wife.

Endowed for $100,000, the purpose of the chair is to recognize 
current or future members of the faculty of the James A. Rogers 
Library for academic excellence, integrity and professionalism in their 
field.

The awarding of the chair may also be used as a recruiting 
incentive for new members of the library faculty. The chair is expected 
to be awarded this month.

“We are grateful to the Greers for creating the Betty Jean 
Windham Greer Chair in Library Science which allows us to retain 
and invite the best in the field to Francis Marion University,” said 
FMU President Fred Carter. “This chair will serve as a permanent 
tribute to the benevolence of the Greer family and their commitment 
to enhancing educational opportunities for our students.” 

A native of Lamar, Betty Jean Windham Greer worked as an 
assistant librarian and reading teacher in Darlington County School 

District during her seven-year tenure as a teacher. She also worked 
as the director of the Title One reading program in Darlington 
County School District for 12 years. She attended Winthrop College 
(University) where she earned a bachelor’s degree in English and 
French and a master’s degree in reading and library science.

Grady Greer is a native of Greer and the couple has lived in 
Florence for 29 years.

“I am thrilled my husband has made the initial gift to Francis 
Marion on my behalf that provides seed money for what we hope will 
be a long and storied program that is stimulating for undergraduate 
and graduate students and will help to build better understanding 
in the world,” said Betty Jean Windham Greer. “Our family is deeply 
committed to supporting the outstanding work conducted at Francis 
Marion, particularly in the areas of library science.”

Beyond establishing the endowed chair, Toledo Carolina Inc., 
where Grady Greer is owner and CEO, established an endowed 
scholarship for $25,000 in 2005.

Schlimmer
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The FMU Center of Excellence to Prepare Teachers of Children 
of Poverty 2008 Spring Colloquium featuring Vera Blake will be held 
on Thursday, Jan. 24 at 4 p.m. in Chapman Auditorium. The session 
will include a brief lecture followed by an interactive discussion 
with attendees. The topic is “Practical Strategies for Closing the 
Achievement Gap.” Blake’s presentation will focus on research-
based approaches designed to support and enhance the skills of 

educators. She believes that “Success is the Only Option” as we strive 
to “Leave No Child Behind.”

Blake has previously worked as a principal, teacher and 
instructional coach. Currently, Blake is working as a school 
improvement coach in several school districts in Illinois, Michigan, 
Nebraska and Virginia. In addition, she was the lead school 
improvement coach for all of the U.S. Virgin Island Public Schools 
(K-12). Blake serves as a professional development consultant to 
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (ASCD) 
and as a consultant and coach to schools and districts nationwide 
to help improve student achievement. Registration is open and 
reservations are being accepted through the Center of Excellence. 
Admission is free but seating is limited. For more information about 
Blake, visit the website: www.verablake.com/index.php 

COE to hold spring colloquium, Jan. 24
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Campus technology update
FMU officials see spring break 

as the ideal time to move 25 of the 
54 core computers in the Thomas 
C. Stanton Academic Computer 
Center to the John K. Cauthen 
Educational Media Center where 
much of the instructional activity 
occurs, providing better access to 
technology for the students.

John Dixon, FMU chief 
information officer, said there will 
be four new computers added to 
the 29 to be left in the academic 
computer center once the move 
is complete during the week of 

March 10-14. The move is designed 
to offer students convenience and ease 
of use of computers in and around the 
buildings where they attend classes. 

In addition, the campus technology 
team will be able to utilize the 
additional workspace at the academic 
computer center to provide office 
space for nearly all of its employees to 
be housed in one location.

New furniture will be placed 
in both labs with new computer 
configurations. These changes could 
be complete as soon as late January or 
early February.

Two articles by Meredith Love, 
assistant professor of English and 
coordinator of the philosophy 
and religious studies program, 
were published in the fall of 
2007.  “Composing through the 
Performative Screen:  Translating 
Performance Studies into 
Writing Pedagogy” was the lead 
article in the Fall 2007 issue of 
Composition Studies.  The other 
article, “Teaching the Conflicts: 
(Re)Engaging Students with 
Feminism in Postfeminist World” 
was co-written with Brenda 
Helmbrecht and appeared in the 
journal Feminist Teacher.

Nyrita Myers, assistant director of 
housing retired Dec. 31, 2007 after 33 
years of service, 

Shaunna Price of Florence has 
joined the staff as an assistant data 
coordinator for admissions.

R. Hampton Smith of Columbia 
has joined the faculty as an instructor 
of nursing.

LaDrica R. Christian of Florence 
has joined the staff as senior 
administrative assistant for financial 
assistance.

Charles D. Mitchell of Florence 
has joined the staff as assistant men’s 
soccer coach.

Faculty/Staff News
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Events Calendar
January

Art Gallery Series Jan. 2-Feb. 14
Metal: Mana Hewitt HFAC Gallery
8:30 am-5 pm (M-F)

Art Gallery Series Jan. 2-Feb. 14
A Life in Clay: Lawrence Jordan
8:30 am-5 pm (M-F) HFAC Gallery

Art Gallery Series Jan. 8-March 6
Visions of the World: N.B. Baroody
8:30 am-5 pm (M-F) UC Gallery

Martin Luther King Jr. Jan. 21
Holiday; University Closed

Cinema Film Series Jan. 22
Ingmar Begman’s “Saraband”
3:30 & 8 pm Lowrimore Aud.

Dooley Planetarium Jan. 27
“Sky Watchers of Ancient Mexico”   
3 p.m. CEMC

English Dept. Film Series Jan. 29
Charles Reisner “Steamboat Bill Jr.”
3:30 & 8 pm  Lowrimore Aud.

Pianist couple to peform at FMU, Jan. 17
Duo pianists Eugene and Judith Barban will perform at Francis 

Marion University Thursday, Jan. 17, in an FMU Department of 
Fine Arts Guest Recital. The performance, which is also a part of the 
David Marshall and Catherine Koger Burns Memorial Recital Series, 
will begin at 8 p.m. in the Hyman Fine Arts Center’s Kassab Recital 
Hall. Admission is free and open to the public.

Dr. Judith Barban is professor emerita of Winthrop 
University where she taught in the modern language and music 
departments. She holds the B.A., M.A. and Ph.D. in French, as well 
as the B.A. and M.A. in piano performance. She has published widely 
in the areas of medieval French language and literature and interart 
studies of  music and French poetry.  She has performed frequently 
in piano duo, most notably with pianist Ann Herlong as recipients 
of a grant from the South Carolina Arts Commission, and more 
recently with her husband, Eugene Barban, also professor emeritus of 

Winthrop.
Dr. Eugene Barban is professor emeritus of Winthrop University 

where he taught piano and piano literature. His doctoral degree 
is from the College Conservatory of Music of the University of 
Cincinnati. He has performed widely in this country, Europe, Asia 
and South America including several recitals in New York City. 
Barban maintains an active performing schedule with recitals in the 
Southeast and Japan scheduled for this season. He is on the faculty of 
the Adamant Music School in Vermont and has recently conducted 
a series of master classes at the South Carolina Governor’s School of 
the Arts. Barban serves as director of the Walter Hautzig Summer 
Master Class at Winthrop University.

The Barbans maintain an active private studio in their home in 
Tega Cay, teaching students of all levels and coaching piano teachers.

Jennifer Kunka contributes to reference guide
Jennifer Kunka, Francis Marion University assistant professor 

of English and director of the FMU Writing Center, is named a 
contributor to the recently released 7th edition of the Prentice Hall 
Reference Guide. 

Authored by Muriel Harris of Purdue University, the Prentice 
Hall Reference Guide is a grammar and reference handbook used 

widely at universities 
and community 
colleges across the 
country. Kunka 
has contributed 
material about visual 
rhetoric, multimedia 
presentations, 
portfolios and writing 
for the web. She 
has also developed 
graphics and revised 
several sections 
related to rhetorical 
approaches to writing 
and documentation 
style.

To arrive at this 
point, Kunka endured 
a 10-month audition 
process and a one-year 
production schedule.

“Having worked 
with Dr. Harris at 
Purdue, I welcomed 
the possibility of 
collaborating on this 
project,” Kunka said. 

In addition, the works of several FMU students are featured in 
the book, including a problem-solution paper by FMU Junior Liza 
Bryant and a literature paper by recent graduate Amy McAllister. 
In addition, three of FMU English Professor Lynn Hanson’s former 
professional writing students—Ronald D. Carter, Suzanna Jackson 
and R. Taylor Bunn—are contributing a brochure they designed for 
Brookgreen Gardens.

“This project presented a unique opportunity for me to bring 
a tremendous amount of attention to Francis Marion University,” 
Kunka said. 

In addition to 
her contributions 
to Harris’ reference 
guide, Kunka 
is publishing 
material on writing 
introductions, 
building transitions, 
answering essay 
exams, improving 
style, and avoiding 
plagiarism in 
PowerPoints for 
Teachers, an online 
supplement to 
the Prentice Hall 
Reference Guide.

The reference 
guide is available 
from Paradoxal 
Press, Amazon.com 
and alibris.com. It 
can be purchased for 
$60. Kunka



The Patriot Digest is published twice 
monthly and distributed on paydays.

Submit copy to the editor by January 
25 for the January 31 edition. Contact the 
editor, Angela Crosland at ext. 1227 or at 
acrosland@fmarion.edu.

Digest Deadline
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Applications sought for Art’s Alive Art Show
Applications from local artists are being 

sought for the fourth-annual Art’s Alive Art 
Show.

The 31st-annual Art’s Alive Festival, and 
the art show, will be held on Saturday, April 
5, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Admission is free 
and open to the public.

Art’s Alive is an all-day festival of the 
performing and visual arts, and features 
a wide variety of dance, music, theatrical 
performances and song.

The Art’s Alive Art Show is a one-day 
exhibition and sales event designed to 
promote the quality of diverse artisans 
residing in the region. In addition to booths 
displaying items for sale, several sites will 
have artisans demonstrating their skills.

The art show will be juried, with cash 
awards of $600, $300 and $150 awarded to 
first, second and third places, respectively.

Area artists are invited to participate. 
There is an application/jury fee of $75 ($65 

for Florence County residents). Applications 
must be received by Jan. 30.

For more information or an application, 
contact Libby Cooper, FMU’s vice president 
for public and community affairs, at 1225, or 
ecooper@fmarion.edu. 

Applications are also available at the 
Lynda English Studio-Gallery, located at 403 
Second Loop Road in Florence.

Pee Dee Federal Credit Union offers college scholarships

FMU 2007-08 Basketball Broadcast Schedule

 Pee Dee Federal Credit Union in conjunction with the Carolinas 
Credit Union Foundation is offering a scholarship. An applicant 
must be a member of a North or South Carolina Credit Union and 
be enrolled or accepted to be enrolled as a full-time student in an 
accredited college or university. Qualifications include a minimum 
GPA of 3.00, demonstrated writing ability and involvement in school 
and community activities. Applications can be obtained from Pee Dee 
Federal Credit Union at 305 W. Pine St. or 3320 W. Palmetto St., 
Florence. The deadline to apply is Feb. 22.

 Pee Dee Federal Credit Union is also offering two scholarships for 
the Fall 2008 semester. One FMU student will be awarded $1,000 

and two Florence-Darlington Technical College students will receive 
$500 scholarships. Qualifications include an SAT score of 900 or a 
3.0 GPA for returning students.

The scholarships are open to credit union members. Anyone who 
lives, works, worships, or attends school in Florence County is eligible 
for membership. Applications can be obtained from Pee Dee Federal 
Credit Union at 305 W. Pine St. or 3320 W. Palmetto St. in Florence 
or through the school’s financial assistance office.

The deadline for application is April 1 and recipients will be 
announced in May. For more information, contact Sheila Derrick 
(843) 669-0461 or sderrick@pdfcu.org.

Date Opponent Time Location Venue
Jan. 19 at Georgia College & State University * 5:30/7:30 Milledgeville, GA Radio
Jan. 23 Augusta State University * 5:30/7:30 FLORENCE Internet
Feb. 2 North Georgia College & State University * 2/4 FLORENCE Internet
Feb. 4 Armstrong Atlantic State University * 5:30/7:30 FLORENCE Internet/Radio
Feb. 13 UNC Pembroke * 5:30/7:30 FLORENCE Internet
Feb. 18 Lander University * 5:30/7:30 FLORENCE Internet/Radio
Feb. 23 Georgia College & State University * 5:30/7:30 FLORENCE Internet/Radio
March 1 Clayton State University * # 2/4 FLORENCE Internet/Radio

       

  *Peach Belt Conference game

  #Homecoming


