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Nichols, Ridgill named outstanding employees  
Otis Nichols and Virginia Ridgill, both of Darlington,

have been named outstanding staff employees of the year at
Francis Marion University.

The awards were presented July 26 during the staff
awards luncheon, which also honored FMU employees for
length of state service.

Nichols is a craftsman in building maintenance, and
Ridgill is administrative assistant in the Psychology
Department.

Nichols has been employed at FMU for almost 29 years
and Ridgill for nearly 32 years. Both were cited for their
dedication to their jobs and for service above and beyond
the call of duty.

FMU President Fred Carter presented Nichols and Rid-
gill with plaques and $1,000 checks in recognition of win-
ning this annual award for FMU employees.  Rev. Terry
Alexander was the guest speaker.

Elizabeth I. Cooper of Florence, director of community
relations, was cited for 30 years of state service. 

Employees honored for 20 years of service include:
Michael G. Hawkins of Florence, associate athletic director
for media relations and marketing; Emanuel L. Johnson of
Darlington, supervisor of maintenance support/maintenance
pool; Joe H. Mehaffey III of Florence, supervisor of physi-
cal science programs; Shara L. Moore of Florence, director
of financial planning; Pamela B. Radcliffe of Florence, sys-
tems librarian; David E. Reaves of Effingham, electrician;
Bryan C. Turner of Effingham, master craftsman-electri-
cian; and Lillie W. Watson of Florence, administrative assis-
tant-housing and residence life.

Employees recognized for 10 years of service were:
Cynthia L. Harding of Florence, director of admissions;
John J. Kispert of Florence, vice president for business
affairs; Jesse T. Perkins of Effingham, manager of utilities
and outside services; and John T. Pickett of Florence, estate

groundskeeper.
Eleven employees who are retiring from FMU were also

recognized: Debra L. Bazen of Pamplico, director of Patriot
Bookstore, 28 years of state service; Janet R. Braddock of
Effingham, executive assistant to the president, 32 years;
James C. Carroll of Darlington, student services counselor
financial assistance, five years; Dale L. Gilchrist of
Blenheim, associate director of financial assistance, 30
years; Joseph E. Heyward of Florence, vice president for
student affairs, 32 years; Gayle W. Polston of Florence,
director of student services/nursing, 25 years; Eleanor K.
Rogers of Dillon, administrative assistant to executive
director of foundation, 34 years; Johnny L. Sanders of
Florence, estate groundskeeper, six years; Earline D. Smith
of Florence, cook, 19 years; Olivia K. Thompson of Latta,
student services counselor financial assistance, 29 years;
and Cleybianne C. White of Florence, reference technical
assistant, 26 years.

Virginia Ridgill (left) and Otis Nichols (right) are con-

gratulated by FMU president Fred Carter for being na-

med outstanding staff employees for 2006.

First-year Francis Marion University men’s basketball
coach Gary Edwards has announced the signing of Cortne’
Baker of Carrollton, Texas, and Gregory Borojevich of
Columbus, Ohio, to national letters of intent to attend FMU
this fall and play for the Patriots.

Baker, a 5-7 160-pound point guard, is a product of
Carrollton Newman Smith High School, where he played
for coach Jon Youngblood. As a senior, he averaged 11.2
points, 9.3 assists, 2.4 steals, and 2.3 rebounds per game,
while earning TABC All-Region honors. He was also a
McDonald’s All-American nominee. A four-year starter, he

garnered second-team All-Region honors as a junior after
averaging 15.5 ppg and 6.5 apg.

Borojevich, a 6-6 208-pound forward, played at
Centennial High School under the direction of coach
Roosevelt Osborn. This past season, he averaged 21 ppg, 12
rpg, and 3.0 blocked shots per game while connecting on 61
percent of his field goal attempts. He earned third-team All-
State recognition and helped lead the Stars to the Central
District championship game. A four-year letterman and a
three-year starter, he left Centennial as the career scoring
leader with 1,248 points. 

Edwards signs two men’s basketball players to Patriot squad



Misti Humphries of Shelby, N.C., has joined the FMU
staff as investor relations/marketing coordinator for NESA. 

Rebecca Lunn, a longtime FMU employee, died July
13. Her funeral was July 17 at Savannah Grove Baptist

Church. Lunn retired from FMU in January 2005.

Jerry Anne Clapper of Marion has joined the FMU
staff as an administrative assistant in the Admissions office.

In keeping with tradition, all members of the Francis
Marion University community are invited to assist our first
year residential students on Saturday, Aug. 19, as they move
into campus housing. 

Last year, more 150 students, alumni, staff, and faculty
members volunteered their time, energy, and a little sweat to
provide assistance while welcoming the newest members of
the FMU family.

All volunteers should meet in front of the Student Hous-
ing Office at the volunteer sign-in table where they may
receive a free FMU hat and be assigned a location/task.
Coffee and snacks in the morning, as well as a light meal
during the late morning and early afternoon will be provid-

ed. Please arrive prior to 8 a.m., as we will have anxious
families ready to move in.

We anticipate more than 400 freshmen to move in on
Aug. 19, and need as many volunteers as possible.  If you
are able to assist with this effort, please reply to Benita
Woodbury at bwoodbury@fmarion.edu, or contact the Stu-
dent Affairs Office at 1182. If possible, please consider vol-
unteering for the entire day as many did last year. We will
offer assistance to new students from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. (or
until the volunteers leave!) 

Submit your name or names of persons in your group if
you plan to volunteer for Freshmen Move-In Day by Friday,
Aug. 11.

Volunteers needed for new student move-in, Aug. 19

Ceramic, painting and photogra-
phy exhibits will open at Francis
Marion University in August as part of
the university’s Art Gallery Series.

“Vessels,” ceramics by Hiroshi
Sueyoshi, will be on display Aug. 8
through Sept. 28 in the Hyman Fine
Arts Center gallery.

Paintings by Dr. John W. Baker
will be shown Aug. 8 through Oct. 26
in the Smith University Center gallery.

“Natural Selections,” photographs
and sculptures by Tom Herzog, will be
exhibited Aug. 15 through Sept. 28 in
the Hyman Fine Arts Center gallery.

The exhibits are open to the public,
free of charge, and may be viewed
between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday.

A reception celebrating the shows
will be held from 7 to 8 p.m., Tuesday,
Sept. 5, in the Hyman Fine Arts Center.

A native of Tokyo, Japan, Sueyoshi
works primarily in thrown and hand-
built porcelain using the Japanese ner-
iage and nerikomi techniques of sand-
wiching and faceting uncolored and
colored porcelain.  Sueyoshi studied at
Tokyo Aeronautical College and

Ochanomizu Design Academy prior to
becoming an apprentice with Masanao
Narui in Mashiko, Japan in 1968.

He moved to the United States in
1971 to help design and build Humble
Mill Pottery in Asheboro, N.C. Since
then, Sueyoshi has lived in North Caro-
lina and has worked with Sea-grove
Pottery as a production potter and with
the Sampson Arts Council in Clinton as
a pottery instructor. Currently an artist
in residence, Sueyoshi works and
teaches at the Cameron Art Museum in
Wilmington, N.C. His pieces are in
many private, corporate and institu-
tional collections around the country.

The late John W. Baker, for whom
the music/art wing of the Hyman Fine
Arts Center is named, was the founding
vice president for academic affairs and
dean of Francis Marion College, later
serving as dean of students as well as
chairman of the Department of Fine
Arts.

Having received his doctorate in
music composition, Baker composed
in a wide range of styles for various
vocal and instrumental ensembles. He
performed often on clarinet: with sym-

phony orchestras and chamber groups
for the love of classical music, and in
pick-up gigs with Dixieland and swing
bands for the pure fun of it.

A longtime admirer of modern art,
when Baker later began to paint, his
ultimate goal was to provide multiple
images overlaid and intertwined, occu-
pying a single space in a manner anal-
ogous to musical counterpoint or poly-
phony. In addition to solo shows at
FMU, the Florence Museum, and gal-
leries in Columbia and Winston-Salem,
Baker’s paintings have been accepted
in numerous state and regional juried
exhibitions. 

Herzog is a native of Wyoming and
lived in Montana for 30 years. He re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree in art from
Montana State University-Billings. Re-
cently he moved to Florence with his
wife, Teresa. He continues to paint and
sculpt in his studio. His watercolor
paintings have won numerous awards
in national and international juried
competitions. His work may be found
in corporate and private collections
throughout the country.

Art gallery to feature paintings by Dr. John W. Baker



E-Mail faculty and staff news to thudak@fmarion.edu

The Francis Marion University
campus is going wireless.

When students return to the cam-
pus in late August to begin the fall
semester, the first phase of a centrally
managed, wireless computer network
will be operational.

The wireless network will allow
students to access the Internet from 10
locations scattered across the campus.
Each location has been identified as a
public gathering site were students
congregate.

Students using computers with
wireless cards can access the network
and Internet in these locations. Stu-
dents may use the Internet as a ‘guest-
user,’ or can log-in to the campus net-
work for higher levels of access and
services.   

The system will be managed by
FMU’s Academic Computing Services.
The FMU wireless network consists of
Cisco wireless access points, the Cisco

Clean Access system and other net-
working equipment to provide users
mobile access to the Internet.  

In order to connect to the wireless
network, students must have an opera-
tional wireless network card, an updat-
ed operating system, agree to universi-
ty policies while connected and have
updated antivirus software installed to
protect their computer and the network
from Internet viruses.

“Providing wireless access to the
Internet and campus network for the
student body will be a great benefit to
the FMU community,” said Darryl Bri-
dges, vice president for student affairs.

“This allows our students to inte-
grate technology with their daily lives
and will create more opportunities for
social interaction.  Both residential and
commuting students will enjoy the
convenient locations and high-speed
connections. I’m excited about this
service for the campus community.”

Signs are being installed so stu-
dents can identify the wireless access
points around campus.  Locations will
include Rogers Library, the Lee Nur-
sing Building, Smith University Cen-
ter, the breezeway and lounges of
Founders Hall and Cauthen Media
Center, Ervin Dining Hall, the residen-
tial area and Forest Villas apartments,
Stanton Academic Computer Center,
and the Grille and outdoor swimming
pool area.

The plan is to eventually make the
entire campus and the border area part
of the wireless network.

Academic Computing Services
will provide wireless technical support
for students using the wireless net-
work. 

For more information, call 661-
1111 or go to the website www.fmari-
on.edu/academics/academiccomput-
ing.

Wireless network being installed in time for fall

Mark Avent Sr. of Bennettsville, and Allie Brooks Jr.
and Benjamin Zeigler of Florence, have been elected to the
Francis Marion University Foundation Board.

Each began his initial three-year term July 1. Board
members may be elected to subsequent terms.

Avent is executive vice president of Pepsi-Cola Bottling
Co. He is also active as board chairman of Care Resources
Inc., is a member of Rotary, and is a member of the National
Beverage Association and the South Carolina Beverage
Association.

Brooks retired from Florence School District One last
year after more than 35 years of service. He was principal of
Wilson High School from 1974 to 2005. His community
service includes membership on the BB&T Bank Advisory
Board, the Board of Directors of the Florence Boys and
Girls Club, and the Editorial Board of the Florence News
Journal.

Zeigler is an attorney with the firm of Haynsworth,
Sinkler and Boyd P.A. His numerous community activities

include service on the boards of the Pee Dee Land Trust,
Friends of the Florence Stockade, Florence County
Progress, Florence Center for the Arts, and Francis Marion
Trail Commission.

“We are excited to welcome Mark, Allie and Ben to the
FMU Foundation Board,” said Jay Dowd, executive director
of the FMU Foundation. “All three are tireless community
advocates in the Pee Dee, and we look forward to their con-
tributions to the board.”

The Francis Marion University Foundation was organ-
ized in 1974 to provide a means for soliciting and accepting
substantial gifts of money or property in order to build an
endowment fund that would promote the educational pur-
pose and welfare of FMU.

The FMU Foundation is governed by an independent
volunteer board of directors, with additional honorary and
ex-officio directors, including the president of the universi-
ty and other key administrators.

Three new members added to FMU Foundation board



Patriot Digest is published twice
monthly and distributed on paydays.
The printing schedule is:
Copy due Publication
Aug. 8 Aug. 15

Submit articles via e-mail at thu-
dak@fmarion.edu. Questions or com-
ments? Contact Todd J. Hudak at 1227.

Patriot Digest is produced for the
Francis Marion University faculty and staff
by the Office of Communications Services,
SAB 116.

Patriot Digest
deadlines

(as of 7-27-06)

� Grant Writer for Center of
Excellence Activities (Part-time,

Temporary)

� Part-time Instructor of
Biology

� Part-time Press Operator

� Director of Facilities
Engineering and Maintenance

� Senior Accountant – Financial
Reporting

� Chief Information Officer

� Instructor of Physics (August
2006)

� Lead Groundskeeper

� Assistant/Associate Professor
of Accounting - Managerial/

Cost Accounting (August 2007)

� Assistant/Associate Professor
of Accounting -Financial

Accounting (August 2007)

� Assistant Professor of
Political Science

� Chair, Department of History

� Assistant Professor of
Sociology (Criminal Justice)

� Assistant Professor of
Sociology (Gerontology/Health)

Visit Human Resources,

SAB 105, call 1140, or go to

http://www.fmarion.edu/about/-

1999977237.htm

AUG.
3 Orientation for new students
8-Sept. 28 Art Gallery Series: “Vessels,” ceramics by Hiroshi 

Sueyoshi, HFAC gallery
8-Oct. 26 Art Gallery Series: Paintings by Dr. John W. Baker, 

UC gallery
15-Sept. 28 Art Gallery Series: “Natural Selections,” photographs 

and sculptures by Tom Herzog, HFAC gallery
13 3 pm Dooley Planetarium public show: “Mars: The Red 

Planet,” CEMC
19 8 am New student move-in
20 10 am Returning student move-in
21 Registration
23 Fall classes begin
27 3 pm Dooley Planetarium public show: “The Loneliness 

Factor,” CEMC

SEPT.
5 8 pm First Tuesday Arts Event: Concert: violinist Caroline 

Jeffries and pianist Benjamin Woods, Kassab Hall, 
HFAC

McLeod Health and Fitness Center
is offering several health screenings in
August. 

A blood pressure screening will be
held Monday, Aug. 7 from 9 a.m. to
noon. A cholesterol, blood pressure and
blood sugar screening will be held
Tuesday, Aug. 14 from 7 to 10 a.m. and
5 to 7 p.m. (A fee applies to the choles-

terol screening.) A blood pressure
screening will be held Monday, Aug.
21 from 9 a.m. to noon. 

All screenings are at the center,
located at 3437 Willwood Drive in
Florence. Monthly screenings are of-
fered. For more information, call the
center at 777-3000. 

McLeod offers health screenings in August

The Dooley Planetarium on the
campus of Francis Marion University
will present a program titled “Mars:
The Red Planet,” Sunday, Aug. 13.

The program will begin at 3 p.m.
and admission is free. The planetarium,
located on the second floor of the
Cauthen Educational Media Center,
will open its doors at 2:30 p.m., and no
admittance will be allowed once view-
ing begins.

Since its opening in 1978, the plan-
etarium has regularly shown public
programs on the second and fourth
Sundays of each month. The next pro-
gram, titled “Loneliness Factor,” will
be presented on Aug. 27.

For additional information about
the planetarium, call planetarium direc-
tor Jeannette M. Myers at 843-661-
1441, or visit its website at http://astro.
fmarion.edu/planet/    

Planetarium to show Mars program, Aug. 13


