
Joel Thayer has been named chair-
man of the Francis Marion University
Department of Sociology.

Thayer is the Joan and Garry
Gladstone Professor of Sociology and
coordinator of the sociology, anthropolo-
gy and criminal justice programs at
FMU.

He earned the B.A. degree in sociol-
ogy from Stetson University, and the
M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in sociology from Florida State
University.

Prior to joining the FMU faculty in 1979, the Galion,
Ohio, native taught at the University of Richmond and the
University of North Alabama. While at FMU, Thayer has
regularly presented research papers or teaching workshops
and has served on numerous faculty committees.

His professional affiliations include the Mid-South
Sociological Association, the Southern Sociological Society,
the American Sociological Association, and the National
Council on Family Relations. He also currently serves as
president of the South Carolina Sociological Association.

“I am delighted that the sociology faculty recommend-
ed Dr. Joel Thayer to be the chair of the new Department of
Sociology,” said FMU provost Richard Chapman. “Dr.
Thayer is a distinguished member of the faculty who served
for several years as coordinator of the sociology program.
He will do a fine job as department chair.”

In September, the FMU Department of Psychology and
Sociology split into two separate departments, by a vote of
both the sociology and psychology faculties. The two
departments worked well together, but the sociology pro-
gram has developed to the point that it made sense to estab-
lish a separate department, Chapman said.
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Francis Marion University is one
of the nation’s most outstanding busi-
ness schools, according to The Prince-
ton Review. The New York-based edu-
cation services company profiles FMU
in the new 2006 edition of its “Best
237 Business Schools.”

The two-page profiles in “Best 237
Business Schools” have sections on the
school’s academics, student life, ad-
missions and career/placement pro-
grams. The profiles also have ratings
on the school’s academics, admissions
selectivity and career programs.

In the profile on FMU, the book’s
editors describe the school as having a
convenient MBA program that is
scheduled in the evening to accommo-
date working students. They quote
from students attending it who say that
the convenience and low cost of the

program are strong positives. Students
also agreed that FMU’s MBA program
offers solid preparation in teamwork,
presentation skills, and quantitative
skills.

The book’s ranking lists of top 10
schools in 11 categories are based on
institutional data from the schools and
on surveys of 16,000 students attend-
ing the 237 schools profiled in the
book.

The survey asked students more
than 50 questions about themselves,
their career plans, and their schools’
academics, student body and campus
life. Conducted during the 2004-05 and
2003-04 academic years, the surveys
were done primarily online. The book’s
ranking lists are posted at www.
PrincetonReview.com.

Only business schools that permit-

ted The Princeton Review to survey
their students were considered for 10
of the book’s ranking lists that incorpo-
rate or are based wholly on student
answers to survey questions. Among
them are lists for “Best Overall
Academic Experience,” “Best Profes-
sors,” and “Best Career Prospects.” All
business schools profiled in the book
were considered for the list “Toughest
to Get Into,” which is based solely on
institutional data.

“Best 237 Business Schools” is
one of more than 200 Princeton
Review books published by Random
House. The Princeton Review is
known for its graduate school and col-
lege admission services, test-prep
courses, books and education services.
It is not affiliated with Princeton
University.
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The FMU women’s basketball team will play an exhibi-
tion game against the South Carolina All-Stars, Tuesday,
Nov. 8 at 7 p.m. in the Smith University Center.  Admission
is free.  The Patriot women return nine letterwinners, includ-

ing four starters, from last season’s 11-17 squad. FMU’s
schedule for 2005-06 features 26 regular-season games,
including 14 home contests. The Patriots tip off their regu-
lar season Nov. 15 at Presbyterian College.

Women’s basketball team to play exhibition vs. S.C. All-Stars, Nov. 8



Sharon Moore Askins, assistant
professor of education, made a presen-
tation, “Student Achievement: Who’s
Accountable for What?” at CERRA’s
(Center for Educator Recruitment,
Retention, and Advancement) fall
recruitment conference.

The conference was held for
Teacher Cadet instructors and college
partners, October 12-14, in Myrtle
Beach.

Joe Aniello, assistant professor of
management, recently presented a
paper titled “Improving Adult
Creativity Using Therapeutic Models”

at the Allied Academies International
Conference in Las Vegas, Oct. 12-15.
He also co-presented a paper called
“Creating an Interdisciplinary Prob-
lem-Based Learning Environment to
Develop the Entrepreneurial Spirit” at
the conference.

Joseph Stukes, history professor
emeritus, will conduct a series of infor-
mal discussions on a decade-by-decade
look at the United States in the 20th
century.

He will highlight major events,
themes and personalities of the time.
The discussions will take place in the

meeting room of the Drs. Bruce and
Lee Foundation Library, from 6:30 to 8
p.m., Nov. 3, 10 and 17.

The event is free and open to the
public. Light refreshments will be pro-
vided. The event is presented by the
Friends of the Florence County Library
and is sponsored by First Federal.

All faculty and staff are invited to
join the FMU Board of Trustees for a
luncheon cookout, Friday, Nov. 11.
The event will begin at 12:30 p.m. at
the Cottage. Please RSVP to the
Community Relations office at 1229 or
crichardson@fmarion.edu.

Kenneth Kitts, associate provost and
political science professor at Francis
Marion University, has published a book
about blue-ribbon investigations of
national security issues.

The book, “Presidential Commis-
sions and National Security: The Politics
of Damage Control,” is published by
Lynne Rienner Publishers of Boulder,
Colo. 

According to the publisher, “the book offers entry into
the highly political, behind-closed-doors world of blue-rib-
bon investigative commissions convened in the aftermath of
national security crises. Ranging from Pearl Harbor to the
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, Kitts takes the reader into the
backroom to watch as presidents, their advisers, and com-
mission members confront an armory of pressures.

“With rich detail and accounts of political intrigue, he
reveals just how and when presidents reach for the blue-rib-
bon option to try to defuse crises, deflect criticism, and
maintain control of national security policy — and how
presidential expectations are sometimes unmet, as commis-
sions issue damning reports with unforeseen and explosive
consequences.”

Kitts, a native of Waynesville, N.C., earned the B.A. and
M.A. degrees in political science from Appalachian State
University, and the Ph.D. degree in political science from
the University of South Carolina. He joined the FMU facul-
ty in 1987 and was the university’s Distinguished Professor
for 2002-03.

The 210-page book sells for $49.95 and is scheduled to
be released in January. It can be ordered at
www.rienner.com as well as through online retailers such as
amazon.com and barnesandnoble.com.

Kitts publishes book about presidential commissions

Kitts

Photographs by Jaime Owens and
digital media by James Bailey are on
display as part of Francis Marion Uni-
versity’s Art Gallery Series  through
Nov. 17.

The exhibits are open to the public,
free of charge, and may be viewed
between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday, in the Hyman Fine Arts
Center gallery.

Owens was born and raised in
Florence and graduated from South
Florence High School in 1993. He
graduated from Francis Marion Uni-
versity in 1997 with a B.A. degree in
studio arts.

“I moved to Los Angeles in
October 1999 to pursue some sort of
career in photography or skateboard-
ing, my other passion,” Owens said. “I
started interning at Skateboarder
Magazine in January 2000. During that
time I started working on the MTV
show Jackass as a cameraman and later
as an associate producer of the show. In
October 2000, I took the photo editor
job at Skateboarder Magazine, my
dream job. And last year I became the
creative director here at the magazine.”

Owens lives in Dana Point, Calif.,
with his wife. They are expecting their
first child in December.

Bailey’s exhibit is titled “The Pixel
Bound.” A professor of art at the
University of Montana, Bailey has
served as chair for the school’s De-
partment of Art.

His teaching emphases are in
printmaking, painting and drawing. He
also serves as director for the Matrix
Press Visiting Artist program in print-
making.

“‘The Pixel Bound’ represents a
continuing exploration of digital media
and the book format as an artistic form
of expression, as well as, the book as
both a depository and relayer of infor-
mation,” said Bailey.

Photography, digital media art exhibits on display at fine arts center



Francis Marion University chem-
istry professors LeRoy “Pete” Peterson
and Ken Williams and their chemistry
students are currently conducting
research in the synthesis and character-
ization of new crystalline materials.

The research is funded through a
$270,000 grant from the National
Science Foundation’s Research in
Undergraduate Institutions Initiative.
Now in its third year at FMU, the pro-
gram seeks to engage undergraduate
students in a cutting-edge chemical
research experience.  

In collaboration with chemistry
professor Hanno zur Loye at the
University of South Carolina, Peterson
and Williams are helping prepare a
diverse group of students for future
careers in science and technology.
They also hope to discover new solid-
state materials that may find useful
applications in our technology-driven
society. Some of these applications
may involve hydrogen storage for use
in fuel cells, chemical separations,
chemical catalysis, and nonlinear

optics. 
Students are trained in many

aspects of research, from doing the
work and analyzing results to publish-
ing and presenting their work. While
most of the work is conducted at FMU,
they frequently travel to USC to access
major research-grade equipment that is
not available on the FMU campus.

The students begin the program in
the summer, earn a research stipend of
$4,000, and are encouraged to continue
their work during the academic year.
So far, 11 undergraduate students have
participated in the project. Each stu-
dent works on a specific project.

Will Perkins, a senior from
Florence who has applied to medical
school, said the program gives him an
advantage over his peers. “Having
gone through this research and having
a paper published gives me a competi-
tive edge in applying and getting
accepted to medical school,” he said.

Williams and Peterson said the
benefits of the project reach beyond the
classroom.  

“This is an excellent project for our
students, since it combines many dif-
ferent areas of chemistry, and has great
potential for the discovery of new
materials,” said Williams. 

Peterson, a graduate of Florence’s
Wilson High School and FMU, agrees.
“This research helps allow our chem-
istry majors to become creative prob-
lem-solvers, and affords them the
opportunity to apply and extend on
what they learn in the classroom,” said
Peterson. “It also helps me as a chemist
stay current in my field, and that kind
of thing invigorates my classroom
teaching.”

The research has already resulted
in four student poster presentations and
three peer reviewed publications, with
more on the way. Peterson will present
some of this work on Oct. 27 at the
FMU science colloquium.

Peterson and Perkins will also go
to Memphis, Tenn., in November to
present some of the group’s findings at
a regional meeting sponsored by the
American Chemical Society.

Chemistry professors, students conduct research

Acquisitions librarian Joyce M. Durant served as pro-
gram planner for the annual South Carolina Library
Association conference, Oct. 26-28, in Columbia. At the
conference, she assumed the presidency of the association
after having served as first vice president, president-elect
during 2004-2005.

M. Suzanne Singleton attended the annual conference
of the South Carolina Archival Association and has served
as its vice president for 2005. 

Library dean H. Paul Dove recently participated in a

Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS)
Substantive Change/Reaffirmation Committee visit to
Brazosport College in Lake Jackson, Texas.   

September library gate counts showed that 25,067
customers came through the building, thus posting the high-
est number of single-month patron visits to the library in its
history of keeping gate count statistics.

According to staff, there is heavy traffic for computer
usage, using study areas, and consulting print resources.
Also library instruction classes and tours have been popular
this fall.

Eight Francis Marion University students were inducted
into Kappa Mu Epsilon, a national honor society in mathe-
matics, Oct. 24.

Chapters of Kappa Mu Epsilon, which was founded in
1931, are located in colleges and universities of recognized
standing that offer a strong mathematics major. The chapter
members are selected from students of mathematics and
other closely related fields who have maintained standards

of scholarship, have professional merit, and have attained
academic distinction.

Today the society has 118 chapters and approximately
61,000 members in 34 states.

Newly installed members are: Michael Hay Tatum,
Amber M. Mabry, Tiffany Dominique Gibson, Joshua
Kevan Croteau, William M. Putnam, Daniel L. Harrington,
Christopher E. Wells, and Robert B. Hill.

Eight students inducted into Kappa Mu Epsilon math society



Patriot Digest is published twice
monthly and distributed on paydays.
The printing schedule is:
Copy due Publication
Nov. 8 Nov. 15

Submit articles via e-mail at thu-
dak@fmarion.edu. Questions or com-
ments? Contact Todd J. Hudak at 1227.

Patriot Digest is produced for the
Francis Marion University faculty and staff
by the Office of Communications Services,
SAB 116.

Patriot Digest
deadlines

(as of 10-27-05)

� Assistant Professor of Political Science
� Assistant/Associate Professor of History
(Europe, 19th Century)
� Assistant/Associate Professor of
Accounting
� Assistant/Associate Professor of
Management
� Assistant/Associate Professor of
Management
� Assistant Director of Donald E. Kelley
Small Business Institute
� Assistant Professor of Sociology
� Police Officer (2)
� Assistant Professor of Physics
� Assistant/Associate Professor (Elementary
Education)
� Assistant/Associate Professor of
Education (Educational Technology and
Assessment)
� Assistant/Associate Professor of
Education (Middle School/Secondary
Education)
� Assistant Professor of Psychology in the
area of Cognitive Psychology
� Assistant/Associate/Full Professor of
Psychology (Clinical or Counseling
Psychologist)
� Assistant Professor of Psychology in
Experimental Psychology (Biological)
� Assistant Professor of Spanish
� Assistant Professor of English (3)
� Assistant Professor of Philosophy
� Assistant/Associate Professor of Nursing
(2)
� Assistant Professor of Biology
� Executive Assistant to the President
� Assistant Professor of Mathematics (2)
� Assistant/Associate Professor of Mass
Communication
� Assistant Professor of Fine Arts (Graphic
Design/Foundation)
� Assistant Professor of Computer Science
� Assistant Director of Admissions

Visit Human Resources,
SAB 105, or call 1140.

NOV.
through Nov. 17 Art Gallery Series: Photographs by Jamie Owens, 

HFAC gallery
through Nov. 17 Art Gallery Series: “The Pixel Bound” by James 

Bailey, HFAC gallery
1 8 pm First Tuesday Arts Event: Concert: Florence Symphony

Winds, double octet, Kassab Hall, HFAC
3 3:45 pm Faculty Forum, “Shared Governance at FMU,” The 

Cottage
11 12:30 FMU Board of Trustees Luncheon Cookout for faculty 

and staff, The Cottage
1-21 Art Gallery Series: Student work by FMU photography

classes, UC gallery
17 8 pm Concert: University Jazz Express, McNair auditorium
22-Dec. 17 Art Gallery Series: Senior Shows by graduating 

FMU visual arts majors, HFAC gallery
29-Dec. 17 Art Gallery Series: Student work by FMU painting 

classes, UC gallery
DEC.
1 8 pm Concert: FMU Cut Time show choir, Kassab Hall, 

HFAC
4 3 pm Concert: University Concert Choir, Kassab Hall, 

HFAC

What is metabolic syndrome?
Metabolic syndrome is a collection of
health risks that increase your chance
of developing heart disease, stroke, and
diabetes.

The condition is also known by
other names including Syndrome X,
insulin resistance syndrome, and dys-
metabolic syndrome. According to a
national health survey, more than one
in five Americans has metabolic syn-
drome. 

What are these health risks? You
are diagnosed with metabolic syn-
drome if you have three or more of the
following: 
�A waistline of 40 inches or more

for men and 35 inches or more for

women (measured across the belly) 
� A blood pressure of 130/85 mm

Hg or higher 
� A triglyceride level above 150

mg/dl 
� A fasting blood glucose (sugar)

level greater than 100 mg/dl 
� A high density lipoprotein level

(HDL) less than 40 mg/dl (men) or
under 50 mg/dl (women) 

How do I prevent or reverse meta-
bolic syndrome? Since physical inac-
tivity and excess weight are the main
underlying contributors to the develop-
ment metabolic syndrome, getting
more exercise and losing weight can
help reduce or prevent the complica-
tions associated with this condition.

Get fit to fight metabolic syndrome

FMU has not been able to secure a supply of vaccine for campus distribution
and will not be able to offer flu shots this year. Check with your local health
department for information on flu shot availability.

University will not offer flu shots this year


