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Fall semester enrollment at Francis
Marion University has topped the
4,000 mark for only the second time in
the institution’s 36-year history.

Official fall enrollment stands at
4,008 students, surpassed only by the
record 4,103 students who attended
FMU in 1993. This fall’s enrollment
has jumped by 310 students from last
year, an 8.3 percent increase.

“We are delighted that more stu-
dents are discovering that FMU is a
great place to continue their educa-
tion,” said President Fred Carter.  “The
credit belongs to the faculty and staff
for the quality of education offered at
this institution. It is their work that
enhances the university’s reputation
and attracts these enrollments.”

Carter said enrollment has
increased from almost all regions of
the state, but particularly the Pee Dee.
He said numbers were up sharply in all
Pee Dee counties and from Richland,
Sumter, Horry and Charleston coun-
ties.

Carter said 95 percent of the stu-

dent body comes from all 46 counties
in South Carolina.  The other five per-
cent comes from 27 other states and 23
foreign countries.

There are 3,500 undergraduate stu-
dents and 508 graduate students regis-
tered for fall classes, both numbers up
from last year. This is the largest
undergraduate class since 1994, and
the largest graduate class since 2002.
This is the sixth straight year that the
number of FMU underclassmen has
increased.

The undergraduate enrollment
breaks down as follows: new fresh-
men, 803; other freshmen, 164; sopho-
mores, 794; juniors, 717; seniors, 704;
and special students, 318.

Women make up 67 percent of the
total enrollment. Minorities make up
40 percent of the student body.
Seventy-seven percent of the students
are enrolled full-time. The average age
of undergraduates is 21, and the aver-
age for graduate students is 35.6.

Florence County continues to pro-
vide the largest number of students to

FMU with 1,252, or 31.2 percent of the
total. Darlington County is second with
311 students, followed by Marion
County with 202, both increases from
last year.

Other counties providing signifi-
cant numbers of students to FMU are:
Dillon (179), Richland (177), Charles-
ton (157), Horry (146), Sumter (143),
Williamsburg (136), Marlboro (133),
Chesterfield (132), Clarendon (91),
Kershaw (86), Berkeley (81), George-
town (78), Dorchester (73) and Lex-
ington (54).

The largest number of out-of-state
students comes from North Carolina
(19), Ohio (18), Virginia (16), Mary-
land (15), Georgia (14), New York (11)
and Florida (9).

The largest number of internation-
al students comes from Canada (8), Sri
Lanka (5), Germany (4), and India,
Ireland and South Africa (3 each).

The total credit hours taught
(49,256) also jumped significantly ov-
er last year (46,533), the fifth straight
year that number has increased.

FMU enrollment tops 4,000 for second time ever

Francis Marion University will
host the 13th-annual Pee Dee Inter-
national Festival, Saturday, Oct. 15,
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The purpose of the festival, which
is free and open to the public, is to fos-
ter a better understanding of the cul-
tures represented in the Pee Dee and
increase appreciation for the global
community. The event will feature
music, dance, food booths, cultural dis-
plays and activities for children. The
festival will be held rain or shine.

This year’s festival will feature the
Massenkoff Russian Folk Festival,
starring world-celebrated singer Niko-
lai Massenkoff and the Balalaika
Ensemble and Russian Folk Ballet. The

Massenkoff Russian Folk Festival
presents the Russian people in song,
dance, and music. The songs are from
Tsarist Russia to contemporary Russia.
The Balalaika Ensemble features indi-
vidual artists in solo selections of folk
melodies. The Russian Folk Ballet
includes dances from Russia, the
Ukraine, Moldavia, Armenia, Gypsy
and others. The program is a balanced
presentation of all these elements of
music, song and dance. They will per-
form from 1 to 3 p.m.

Also featured is the band Mystic
Vibrations, known for the creative fla-
vor it brings to many standard reggae
favorites, as well as its own original
sound. Drums, bass, guitar and key-

board make up this four-piece act.
Mystic Vibrations performs jazz, funk,
blues, R&B, and of course, reggae.
They will perform at 11:30 a.m. and
4:30 p.m.

Also performing will be the
Florence-Darlington Strings. This
group consists of 60 of the area’s
young strings players ranging in age
from 6 to 18, with 18 nationalities rep-
resented. Performing in costumes and
introducing the pieces in native lan-
guages, they will play their violins,
viola and cellos. They will perform at
3:30 p.m.

For more information, call the
FMU Community Relations Office at
1225.

Pee Dee International Festival on campus tomorrow



Ken Kitts, professor of political
science, has published a book chapter
titled “Sidestepping the Hawks:
Eisenhower, the Solarium Study, and
the Hungarian Crisis of 1956.” The
article is coauthored by Betty Glad of
USC-Columbia. It appears in The Art
of Political Leadership: Essays in
Honor of Fred I. Greenstein (Rowman
and Littlefield, 2005).

Scott Kaufman, associate profes-
sor of history, received first place in his
weight class at the World Natural
Powerlifting Federation (WNPF)
World Powerlifting and Squat
Championships, held in Philadelphia
on Oct. 1. The WNPF is a drug-free
federation.  

Cheri L. Richardson of
Effingham has joined the FMU staff as
administrative assistant in the
Community Relations and President’s
offices. She is an FMU alumna.

The FMU Faculty Fossils will
play the FMU softball team on
Wednesday Oct. 19, at 5 p.m. on the

softball field. This immediately fol-
lows Fall Fest. Admission is free but
donations will be accepted for the
House of Hope charity.

The name of Greg Pryor, assistant
professor of biology, was misspelled in
the Sept. 30 issue. The Patriot Digest
regrets the error.

Brad R. Johnson, associate pro-
fessor of accounting, and Scott
Campbell, assistant professor of man-
agement, have had their paper, “A
Comparison in Measuring Stock-
Option-Based Compensation Under
the Fair Value vs. Intrinsic Value
Method and its Effects on the Relation
between Executive Compensation and
Company Performance,” accepted for
publication by The Business Review,
Cambridge. The paper will appear in
the Vol. 4, No. 2, Dec. 2005 edition.

Buddy Bilbrey, assistant professor
of management information systems
and computer science, attended a pro-
fessional education program course at
the Massachusetts Institute of

Technology in Cambridge, Mass., Aug.
1-5.

The title of the course was
“Modeling and Simulation of
Transportation Networks” and it was
taught by expert lecturers from the
U.S. and Europe.

The course was overseen by
Moshe Ben-Akiva, director of the
Intelligent Transportation Systems pro-
gram at MIT. The course aided
Bilbrey’s research of inland waterway
transportation systems and helped him
network with some of the top experts
in his field.

Alissa Warters and Kevin Lasher
of the Department of Political Science
and Geography attended the annual
meeting of the American Political
Science Association in Washington,
D.C. in September.

Warters attended a workshop titled
“Pre-Law Advising and the Political
Scientist.”

Lasher presented a paper titled
“The Impact of Gender on Foreign
Policy-Making: Madeleine Albright
and Condoleezza Rice.”

Judith Giblin James, associate dean of the Graduate
School at the University of South Carolina, will present a
lecture titled “Gender and the Literary Marketplace,”
Thursday, Oct. 27.

The speech will begin at 5 p.m. in the Cauthen
Educational Media Center’s Lowrimore Auditorium.
Admission is free and open to the public.

The lecture is presented by the Gender Studies Steering
Committee and the Department of English at FMU.

In addition to her deanship in the USC Graduate School,
James is an associate professor of English and a longtime
contributor to the USC women’s studies program. Her
research specialties include American fiction, history of the
book and authorship, and gender studies. James’ publica-
tions and research have centered on the works of several
writers, including Carson McCullers, Lillian Smith, DuBose
Heyward, Richard Wright, Sylvia Ashton-Warner and
Washington Irving.

Gender studies expert Judith Giblin James to speak, Oct. 27

The Francis Marion University
Enforcing Underage Drinking Laws
(EUDL) Task Force kicked off its
National Collegiate Alcohol Awareness
Week activities Wednesday (Oct. 12)
with a “Green Bean Campaign.”

The campaign is a series of fliers
encouraging students to discuss alco-
hol abuse. The campaign compares

drinking six beers a night to eating six
cans of green beans a night. 

On Tuesday, Oct. 18, members of
the task force will attend the FMU
women’s soccer match at 4 p.m. and
the Patriot volleyball match at 7 p.m.

In between the two athletic con-
tests, at 5:30 p.m., FMU students are
invited to a “tailgate party with a pur-

pose” on the Smith University Center
pool patio, with free food and music.

The FMU Campus Police will con-
duct sobriety activities using “drunk
goggles.”

For more information, contact La
Tasha Brand, assistant dean of stu-
dents, at 4643.

EUDL holding alcohol awareness events for students



The Lewis E. Beasley Americanism Scholarship is
awarded to the student who submits the most effective paper
arguing for (1) the form of government established by the
U.S. Constitution, and (2) the American private enterprise
system. Competition for this scholarship is limited to under-
graduate students enrolled at Francis Marion University.
The winner of the Lewis E. Beasley Americanism
Scholarship, valued at $500, will be announced at Academic
Awards Day in the spring semester.

Papers will be judged on strength of argument, presen-
tation, and style. Throughout the paper the principles of
effective writing will be observed. Manuscripts must be
typewritten, double-spaced, with standard margins and a
commonly accepted font.

Each manuscript must be no less than eight and no more
than 12 pages long, exclusive of the title page. Where appro-

priate, the paper should be documented. The selection com-
mittee will read each paper without knowledge of its author.

To be considered for this competition, papers must be
received in the Office of the Provost by 5 p.m. on Jan. 31.

The selection committee encourages all interested stu-
dents to enter this scholarship competition.

President’s Undergraduate Research Award

Entries are being sought for the 2006 President’s
Undergraduate Research Award. Any research accepted by a
professional conference or journal during the past year
(including last spring semester and extending up to Feb. 15,
2006) that meets the guidelines can be submitted for the
2006 competition.

For a complete list of guidelines for the competition,
contact psychology professor Tom Dorsel at 1634.

Francis Marion University will hold an Open House for
prospective students and their families on Saturday, Oct. 15.

The day will begin with registration and a continental
breakfast at 8:30 a.m. in the McNair Science Building lobby,
and a welcome will be given at 9 a.m. An information fair
will run from 8 to 9 a.m. and three consecutive information
sessions will be held from 9:30 to 11:20 a.m.

Session topics will include academic programs, finan-
cial assistance, residence life, campus services, admissions
and more. The information fair will provide an informal way
to gather information and ask questions, and will highlight

support services available to students.
From 11:20 a.m. to noon, tours of the campus and resi-

dence halls will be given. A social and wrap-up will be held
from noon to 1 p.m. 

Open House is a great way for prospective students to
meet faculty, staff, administrators and current students – all
while learning about FMU programs and services.

The Open House coincides with the annual Pee Dee
International Festival on the FMU campus.

For more information, contact the FMU Admissions
Office at 1231.

Entries sought for Americanism scholarship, undergrad research award

Twenty-eight South Carolina resi-
dents are participating in the fourth
class of the Non-Profit Leadership
Institute at Francis Marion University.
The 28 participants come from 17 loca-
tions across the state, and represent 24
different non-profit organizations.

Funded initially with multi-year
grants from the Drs. Bruce and Lee
Foundation, the institute now receives
major support from FMU, along with a
grant from the PSARAS Foundation  

The second session of the seven-
month training program will be Oct.
20-21. Additional sessions are sched-
uled for Nov. 17-18, Jan. 19-20, Feb.
17, March 24, and April 20-21.

Topics include leadership; pro-
gram development and delivery;
human resource development; engag-

ing board members and volunteers;
effective financial resource develop-
ment and management; programmatic
and organizational issues related to
data collection and reporting; visibility,
including managing external relations;
and case studies.

Fred Sheheen, former commission-
er and executive director of the S.C.
Commission on Higher Education, is
director of the FMU institute. A native
of Camden, he is a graduate of the
Kershaw County public schools, Duke
University, and the Institute for
Education Management at Harvard
University. He began his professional
career as a journalist and publisher and
has served in a variety of positions in
state government. He is currently a
senior fellow at the Institute for Public

Service and Policy Research at the
University of South Carolina. 

“We are particularly pleased that
working non-profit executives contin-
ue to enroll in our nine-month program
on the Francis Marion campus,” said
Sheheen. “This year’s class comes
from all geographical areas of the state
and includes executives from large and
small non-profit organizations.
Particularly striking is the wide variety
of service activities in which these
organizations are engaged.  The inter-
change of ideas among these folks will
be stimulating and interesting as they
improve their professional talents and
skills.”

For more information about the
Non-Profit Leadership Institute, con-
tact the FMU Foundation at 1481.

FMU to host Open House for prospective students Saturday

28 participate in fourth Non-Profit Leadership Institute



Patriot Digest is published twice
monthly and distributed on paydays.
The printing schedule is:
Copy due Publication
Oct. 24 Oct. 31

Submit articles via e-mail at thu-
dak@fmarion.edu. Questions or com-
ments? Contact Todd J. Hudak at 1227.

Patriot Digest is produced for the
Francis Marion University faculty and staff
by the Office of Communications Services,
SAB 113.

Patriot Digest
deadlines

(as of 10-12-05)
� Assistant Professor of Political
Science
� Assistant/Associate Professor of
History (Europe, 19th Century)
� Assistant/Associate Professor of
Accounting
� Assistant/Associate Professor of
Management (2 positions)
� Assistant Director of Donald E.
Kelley Small Business Institute
� Assistant Professor of Sociology
� Police Officer
� Student Services Counselor –
Admissions
� Assistant Professor of Physics
� Assistant/Associate Professor
(Elementary Education)
� Assistant/Associate Professor of
Education (Educational Technology and
Assessment)
� Assistant/Associate Professor of
Education (Middle School/Secondary
Education)
� Assistant Professor of Psychology in
the area of Cognitive Psychology
� Assistant/Associate/Full Professor of
Psychology (Clinical or Counseling
Psychologist)
� Assistant Professor of Psychology in
Experimental Psychology (Biological)
� Assistant Professor of Spanish
� Assistant Professor of English
(3 positions)
� Assistant Professor of Philosophy
� Assistant/Associate/Professor of
Nursing (2 positions)
� Assistant Professor of Biology
� Assistant/Associate Professor of
Mass Communication
� Assistant Professor of Fine Arts
(Graphic Design/Foundation)

Visit Human Resources,

SAB 105, or call 1140.

OCT.
through Oct. 27 Art Gallery Series: “Life and Art,” paintings by Alex 

Powers, UC gallery
through Nov. 17 Art Gallery Series: Photographs by Jamie Owens, 

HFAC gallery
through Nov. 17 Art Gallery Series: “The Pixel Bound” by James 

Bailey, HFAC gallery
15 Pee Dee International Festival
15 Open House for prospective students
20 7:30 pm Hunter Lecture: Author Ron Rash, Lowrimore 

Auditorium
23 3 pm Dooley Planetarium show: “Stars of Fall and Winter,” 

Dooley Planetarium
24 7 pm Debate: “Is There a Conflict Between Economic 

Growth and Environmental Protection?,” Lowrimore 
Auditorium

24 8 pm Concert: Jacques Thibaud Trio, Kassab Hall, HFAC
25 8 pm Concert: University Wind Symphony,

McNair auditorium
27 5 pm “Gender and the Literary Marketplace,” speech by 

Judith Giblin James, Lowrimore Auditorium
27-29 8 pm University Theatre: Romeo and Juliet, Fine Arts 

Theatre, HFAC; call 1365 for reservations

Author Ron Rash will speak at
Francis Marion University on Thurs-
day, Oct. 20.

Rash will read from and discuss his
work beginning at 7:30 p.m. in the
Cauthen Educational Media Center’s
Lowrimore Auditorium. Admission is
free and open to the public.

The speech is presented by the
Jones Thomas and Carolyn Stroman
Hunter Chair in English Literature at
FMU.

Rash will also meet with FMU stu-
dents the next day to discuss his novel,
“One Foot in Eden,” which FMU’s
composition program has adopted as a
common text. This will be Rash’s third
visit to FMU.

Rash – whose family has lived in
the southern Appalachian Mountains
since the mid-1700s – was recently
named the first Parris Distinguished
Professor of Appalachian Studies at

Western Carolina University.
He is a graduate of Gardner-Webb

College and Clemson University and
the author of two acclaimed novels,
“One Foot in Eden” and “Saints at the
River”; three books of poetry, “Eureka
Mill,” “Among the Believers” and
“Raising the Dead”; two collections of
short stories, “The Night The New
Jesus Fell to Earth” and “Casualties”;
and one book for children, “The
Shark’s Tooth.” 

Rash’s poetry and fiction have
been published in more than 80 jour-
nals and magazines. Among the many
honors and awards he has received are
an NEA fellowship in poetry and the
Sherwood Anderson Prize for fiction.
“One Foot in Eden” won the
Appalachian Writers Association Book
of the Year Award and Forward
Magazine’s Gold Medal for Best
Literary Novel.

Author Ron Rash to speak, Oct. 20


