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Francis Marion University will
host the 13th-annual Pee Dee Inter-
national Festival, Saturday, Oct. 15,
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The purpose of the festival, which
is free and open to the public, is to fos-
ter a better understanding of the cul-
tures represented in the Pee Dee and
increase appreciation for the global
community. The event will feature
music, dance, food booths, cultural dis-
plays and activities for children. The
festival will be held rain or shine.

This year’s festival will feature the
Massenkoff Russian Folk Festival,
starring world-celebrated singer Niko-
lai Massenkoff and the Balalaika
Ensemble and Russian Folk Ballet. The
Massenkoff Russian Folk Festival
presents the Russian people in song,
dance, and music. The songs are from
Tsarist Russia to contemporary Russia.
The Balalaika Ensemble features indi-
vidual artists in solo selections of folk
melodies. The Russian Folk Ballet
includes dances from Russia, the
Ukraine, Moldavia, Armenia, Gypsy
and others. The program is a balanced
presentation of all these elements of
music, song and dance. They will per-
form from 1 to 3 p.m.

Also featured is the band Mystic
Vibrations, known for the creative fla-
vor it brings to many standard reggae
favorites, as well as its own original

sound. Drums, bass, guitar and key-
board make up this four-piece act.
Mystic Vibrations performs jazz, funk,
blues, R&B, and of course, reggae.
They will perform at 11:30 a.m. and
4:30 p.m.

Also performing will be the
Florence-Darlington Strings. This
group consists of 60 of the area’s
young strings players ranging in age
from 6 to 18, with 18 nationalities rep-
resented. Performing in costumes and
introducing the pieces in native lan-
guages, they will play their violins,
viola and cellos. They will perform at
3:30 p.m.

The festival will begin at 11 a.m.
with the presentation of flags and Todd
Matthews on bagpipes. Indian dancers
will perform at 12:45 p.m. All perform-
ances will be on the outdoor stages in
front of Rogers Library.

A working border collie demon-
stration presented by Donald Thomas
will begin at 12:30 and 3 p.m. on the
festival grounds. Native American cul-
ture will come alive as Grey Fox
demonstrates how Native Americans
dressed and lived.

“Taste of the World” will include
ethnic food items for sale featuring
American, British, Cajun, Caribbean,
Chinese, Colombian, German, Jap-
anese, Indian, Korean and Mexican
delicacies. In addition, festival-goers

can enjoy an authentic German beer
garden and the music of Accordion
Bob. Business and cultural displays
representing more than 20 countries
will be exhibited in the Smith
University Center commons all day.

In its third year is the Continental
Express Trolley Ride, sponsored by
PDRTA. For a $1 fare, passengers can
take a “Magical Mystery Tour” featur-
ing global ghosts and Halloween histo-
ry. There will also be activities for chil-
dren, including games and balloons.

The festival is presented by the
Florence Family YMCA, Francis
Marion University, Florence-Darling-
ton Technical College and the Greater
Florence Chamber of Commerce.

Major sponsors include FMU,
Honda of South Carolina Mfg. Inc.,
Pepsi, and Nan Ya Plastics Corp.
Business patrons and contributors
include DuBard Inc., GE Medical
Systems, Roche Carolina Inc., BB&T,
DuPont Teijin Films, ESAB Welding
and Cutting Products, IRIX Pharma-
ceuticals, and Wellman.

This project is funded in part by
the Florence Regional Arts Alliance
and the South Carolina Arts Commis-
sion, which receives support from the
National Endowment for the Arts.

For more information, call the
FMU Community Relations Office at
1225.

FMU to host Pee Dee International Festival, Oct. 15

Educational researcher Lorin Anderson will speak at
Francis Marion University, Thursday, Oct. 6. The speech,
titled “Educating Children of Poverty in a Standards-Based
World,” is presented by FMU’s Center of Excellence to
Prepare Teachers of Children of Poverty.

The free event will be from 3:30 to 5 p.m. in the McNair
Science Building auditorium. Reservations may be made by
calling 843-669-3391 ext. 28 or by sending an e-mail to
COE@fmarion.edu. Seating is limited and reservations will
be accepted in the order they are received.

Anderson is a Carolina Distinguished Professor of
Curriculum Studies at the University of South Carolina,
where he has served on the faculty since 1973. He holds a
Ph.D. in measurement, evaluation and statistical analysis
from the University of Chicago, where he studied with
Benjamin Bloom.

Anderson’s research interests include classroom instruc-
tion, student engagement in learning, and the education of
economically disadvantaged children. He is a member of the
International Academy of Education. 

Educational researcher Lorin Anderson to speak at FMU, Oct. 6



Greg Prior, assistant professor of
biology, recently had his paper,
“Effects of the nematode Gyrinicola
batrachiensis on development, gut
morphology, and fermentation in bull-
frog tadpoles (Rana catesbeiana): A
novel mutualism,” published in the
Journal of Experimental Zoology.

Tamatha Barbeau, assistant pro-
fessor of biology, recently had her
paper, “Body wiping behaviors associ-
ated with cutaneous lipids in hylid tree
frogs of Florida,” published in the
Journal of Experimental Biology.

C. Ann Kelly of Cheraw has
joined the FMU staff as administrative
manager in the Development/Found-
ation Office.

Markey L. Bee of Murrells Inlet
has joined the FMU staff as project
manager for the Center of Excellence.

The Donald E. Kelley Small
Business Institute will hold an open
house, Monday, Oct. 3, from 4 to 5:30
p.m.

All FMU faculty and staff are
invited. The institute has new offices,
located in Founder’s Hall Room 220-
C. Refreshments will be served. For
more information, call Joe Aniello at
1430.

A Study Abroad Fair for FMU
students will be held Monday, Oct. 3
and Tuesday, Oct. 4 from 10:30 a.m. to
3 p.m. in the UC commons.

This informational fair will pro-

mote the study abroad programs that
FMU offers.

Liaisons from each of the different
programs will be available. FMU
offers direct exchange programs with
Mexico, England, France, Germany,
Switzerland and Australia, and a stu-
dent teaching program in New
Zealand.

For more information, contact
Scott Brown at 1611 or ssbrown@
fmarion.edu.

A meningitis vaccine clinic for
FMU students will be held Wednesday,
Oct. 12, from noon to 6 p.m. in the
Student Health Services building.
Shots are $120 and no appointment is
necessary. For more information, call
Cecilia Smith at 673-9855.

The Francis Marion University Office of Student
Affairs, in conjunction with the Student Government
Association and the University Programming Board, are
sponsoring “Changing Lives: A Patriot Campaign for
Hurricane Relief.”

Through Oct. 19, the Office of Student Affairs will coor-
dinate this effort to raise money to provide relief for the vic-
tims of Hurricane Katrina. Student organizations are encour-
aged to participate in this campus-wide effort by “purchas-
ing” a five-gallon bottle that will be placed in the Smith
University Center throughout the 30-day campaign. 

To participate in the campaign, a student organization
must make an initial $10 donation, which will be placed in
the organization’s bottle.

Throughout the campaign, participating organizations
may host fundraising events, make individual donations,
seek sponsors, and develop other creative fundraising meth-
ods. All funds will go in the organization’s bottle, with the
entire amount from each bottle going to the American Red
Cross for hurricane relief.

For more information, contact Darryl Bridges, dean of
students, at 1182.

Students raising money for Hurricane Katrina relief

The United Way campaign for
2005-2006 is under way. Traditionally,
the faculty and staff at FMU have sup-
ported this community effort, and their
participation is sought again. When
you give to United Way, you give to
more than 20 agencies that know how
to change lives.

The theme for this year’s campaign
is “What Matters.” And what matters is
that you help change lives through
your support of United Way. For more
than 50 years, United Way of Florence
County has served the greater Florence
community. United Way has cared
about the health, education, and needs
of children, adults, families and seniors

living throughout Florence County.
When you support the United Way,

you are helping people right here in our
community. Your donation remains in
Florence County assisting those who
need help.

A brochure and gift form were
recently distributed to faculty and staff
through campus mail. You may make a
one-time gift by simply writing a check
made payable to United Way, or you
may contribute through payroll deduc-
tion. Please return the form to Libby
Cooper in the Community Relations
Office by Nov. 15. For more informa-
tion, call Cooper at 1221.

FMU will host the Heart Walk on

Saturday, Oct. 29. The walk will be
approximately three miles. Faculty and
staff are urged to show support by
walking or giving a monetary dona-
tion. Paper hearts can be purchased for
$1. 

To volunteer to walk, make a dona-
tion, or buy a heart, contact any of the
following staff members: Angie
Bessenger, Cathy DeLung, Susan
Ruppel, Stephanie Bartlett, Sherry
White, Amy Shaw, Jessica Guarneri,
Janice Smith, Joe Sallenger, Maria
McCormick, Robert Windham, and
Danielle Hodge. For more information,
contact Angie Bessenger, FMU’s Heart
Walk recruitment leader, at 1250.

Employee assistance sought for United Way campaign, Heart Walk



Francis Marion University’s Cen-
ter of Excellence to Prepare Teachers
of Children of Poverty (COE) has
received two grants totaling more than
$1 million.

The first grant, from the S.C.
Department of Education Science and
Mathematics Unit, is $558,000 ($186,
000 annually over three years). The
second grant, an Improving Teacher
Quality (ITQ) grant from the S.C.
Commission on Higher Education, is
approximately $500,000 ($125,000
over four years). FMU will match the
ITQ grant in the amount of approxi-
mately $49,000 annually.

The purpose of the Center of
Excellence to Prepare Teachers of
Children of Poverty is to increase the
achievement of children of poverty by
improving the quality of undergraduate
teacher preparation, graduate teacher
preparation, and the professional
development of in-service teachers.

The center has seven partner
school districts: Florence 1, Florence 2,
Darlington, Dillon 2, Marion 1, Marion

2, and Marion 7.
Each grant will fund a project that

will draw together 24 teachers (three
from each grade level, grades one
through eight) from the partner schools
to participate in 13 weekends of inten-
sive immersion in curriculum develop-
ment over a period of seven months.

The purpose of the immersion ses-
sions is to learn the conceptual frame-
work for developing high-quality
instructional units, which are stan-
dards-based and highly effective for
teaching children of poverty. The ses-
sions will be led by FMU consultant
faculty under the guidance of Lorin
Anderson, an educator and psycholo-
gist.

Upon completion, each curriculum
unit will be field tested in the partner
school districts and revised as a part of
an ongoing process of development.
Teachers will communicate with peers
and consultant faculty to refine instruc-
tional units, keep journals to determine
impact on teaching and learning, and
do self-assessments to document

changes in teacher practice and student
achievement. Completed units will be
put on CDs and disseminated in the
Pee Dee region by the center and ulti-
mately throughout the state of South
Carolina through the S.C. Department
of Education.

“The curriculum development
projects funded by the Commission on
Higher Education and the S.C. State
Department of Education will afford
participating teachers the opportunity
to work collaboratively with their peers
across the Pee Dee and under the direc-
tion of Dr. Anderson, a nationally rec-
ognized researcher,” said Tammy
Pawloski, director of the COE.  “The
resulting curriculum units, developed
by these local teachers that have expe-
rienced success in working with chil-
dren of poverty, are certain to be prod-
ucts that will improve instruction in
schools that serve large populations of
low-income families.”

More information can be found at
the COE’s website, www.fmucentero-
fexcellence.org.

Center of Excellence receives grants totaling $1 million

Francis Marion University is continuing its partnership
with the Center for Educator Recruitment, Retention, and
Advancement (CERRA) in Rock Hill, and 20 Pee Dee area
high schools for the Teacher Cadet program.

The purpose of CERRA is to provide leadership in iden-
tifying, attracting, placing, and retaining well-qualified indi-
viduals for the teaching profession in South Carolina. In
doing so, CERRA responds to the changing needs for teach-
ers from under-represented populations, in critical subject
fields and in under-served geographical areas in South
Carolina.

The FMU School of Education works with CERRA to
promote the teaching profession through the Teacher Cadet
program.

High-achieving high school juniors and seniors with an
interest in becoming educators can apply to South
Carolina’s Teacher Cadet program. The Teacher Cadet pro-
gram in high school is considered an introduction or orien-
tation to the teaching profession.

Its main purpose is to encourage students who possess a
high level of academic achievement and the personality
traits found in good teachers to consider teaching as a career.

An important secondary goal of the program is to pro-

vide these future community leaders with insights about
schools. Although the course is taught at the college fresh-
man level, the curriculum includes simulations and other
hands-on activities designed to excite students about teach-
ing.

Students are exposed to teaching careers and the educa-
tion system through a variety of teaching methods.

Francis Marion University is a college partner to the fol-
lowing 20 high schools: Aynor High School, C. E. Murray
High School, Crestwood High School, Darlington High
School, Dillon High School, East Clarendon High School,
Hannah-Pamplico High School, Hartsville High School,
Kingstree High School, Lake City High School, Lakewood
High School, Lamar High School, Manning High School,
Marion High School, Marlboro County High School, Mayo
School for Math, Science, and Technology, Mullins High
School, South Florence High School, West Florence High
School, and Wilson High School.

Upon successful completion of the Teacher Cadet cur-
riculum and clinical experience, Teacher Cadets receive two
hours of college-level credit at no cost.

For more information, contact FMU education professor
Sharon Moore Askins at 1490.

FMU partners with CERRA for Teacher Cadet program

E-mail faculty and staff news to thudak@fmarion.edu



Patriot Digest is published twice
monthly and distributed on paydays.
The printing schedule is:
Copy due Publication
Oct. 7 Oct. 14

Submit articles via e-mail at thu-
dak@fmarion.edu. Questions or com-
ments? Contact Todd J. Hudak at 1227.

Patriot Digest is produced for the
Francis Marion University faculty and staff
by the Office of Communications Services,
SAB 113.

Patriot Digest
deadlines

(as of 9-28-05)
� Assistant Professor of Political
Science
� Assistant/Associate Professor of
History (Europe, 19th Century)
� Assistant/Associate Professor of
Accounting
� Assistant/Associate Professor of
Management
� Assistant/Associate Professor of
Management
� Assistant Director of Donald E.
Kelley Small Business Institute
� Assistant Professor of Sociology
� Police Officer
� Student Services Counselor –
Admissions
� Assistant Professor of Physics
�Assistant/Associate Professor
(Elementary Education)
� Assistant/Associate Professor of
Education (Educational Technology and
Assessment)
� Assistant/Associate Professor of
Education (Middle School/Secondary
Education)
� Assistant Professor of Psychology in
the area of Cognitive Psychology
� Assistant/Associate/Full Professor of
Psychology (Clinical or Counseling
Psychologist)
� Assistant Professor of Psychology in
Experimental Psychology (Biological)
� Assistant Professor of Spanish
� Assistant Professor of English
� Assistant Professor of English
� Assistant Professor of English
� Assistant Professor of Philosophy
� Assistant/Associate Professor of
Nursing
� Assistant/Associate Professor of
Nursing

Visit Human Resources,

SAB 105, or call 1140.

OCT.
through Oct. 27 Art Gallery Series: “Life and Art,” paintings by Alex 

Powers, UC gallery
4 8 pm First Tuesday Arts Event concert: Sherry Woods, vio-

list, and Benjamin Woods, pianist, Kassab Hall, HFAC
4-Nov. 17 Art Gallery Series: Photographs by Jamie Owens, 

HFAC gallery
4-Nov. 17 Art Gallery Series: “The Pixel Bound” by James 

Bailey, HFAC gallery
5 11 am Athletic Dept. Chicken Bog, UC front lawn
9 3 pm Dooley Planetarium show: “Voyage to the Outer 

Planets,” Dooley Planetarium
15 Pee Dee International Festival
15 Open House for prospective students
23 3 pm Dooley Planetarium show: “Stars of Fall and Winter,” 

Dooley Planetarium
24 7 pm Debate: “Is There a Conflict Between Economic 

Growth and Environmental Protection?,” Lowrimore 
Auditorium

24 8 pm Concert: Jacques Thibaud Trio, Kassab Hall, HFAC
25 8 pm Concert: University Wind Symphony, McNair auditori-

um

Benefits Day is Oct. 5 in UC commons
Printed material is arriving for

Open Enrollment for state insurances
in October. This material will be gath-
ered and sent to employees via campus
mail as soon as it all arrives. However,
much of the material is available online
now.

Follow this e-map:
� www.eip.sc.gov
� Choose Your Category (menu

on screen left)
� Active Subscribers
� Publications
� 2005 Insurance Advantage
This is a comprehensive guide to

what can be done during Open
Enrollment. Examine your current cov-
erages and review changes you may
want to make. 

Employees will receive their Em-
ployee Benefits Sheet in the campus
mail. This will list current coverages.

Benefit representatives will be
available at Benefits Day, Oct. 5 from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the UC commons.
McLeod Regional Medical Center and
Carolinas Hospital System will also
have a wide range of medical informa-
tion and services available.

Patriot Digest now distributed electronically
The Communications Services Office is now distributing the Patriot Digest

via e-mail. Faculty and staff who do not have e-mail will continue to receive a
printed copy of the digest. If you are currently receiving a printed copy and would
like to receive the digest by e-mail, contact Nancy Wright at 843-661-1220 or
nwright@fmarion.edu. The most recent copy of the digest is always available at
http://www.fmarion.edu/news/digest.


