
Gary W. Hanson, 61, a distin-
guished teacher, former chairman of
the faculty and currently vice president
for administration at Francis Marion
University, died
May 7 from compli-
cations after heart
surgery.

“I am deeply
saddened by Gary’s
death,” said FMU
President Fred Car-
ter. “He was a won-
derful friend and
colleague who diligently served this
university in many capacities for more
than three decades.  The university has
lost a wonderful leader and a very
compassionate man.  He truly will be
missed, and the entire university com-
munity extends our heartfelt sympathy
to his family in this time of grief.”

From the day Hanson joined the

FMU faculty 34 years ago, he became
an integral part of the faculty.  

“Gary served the campus in so
many diverse roles,” said Carter.  “Not
only was he an outstanding teacher
who touched the lives of so many stu-
dents, but he became a department
chairman, and subsequently, chairman
of the entire faculty.”  

Five years ago, he moved into the
position of vice president of adminis-
tration.  “He did a superb job in this
critical role of managing human
resources, administrative and academic
computing, institutional research and
telecommunications,” said Carter.  “In
his quiet and unassuming way, he made
his colleagues feel good about them-
selves.”

But most of all he was known for
being a good teacher. A few years ago,
Hanson wrote that throughout his
career, “I have had the blessing of col-

legial support and positive feedback
from students.  I have had the good for-
tune to be associated with colleagues
with a zeal for academic excellence,
for shared governance, and most of all
for teaching.” 

Hanson has been a member of the
FMU psychology faculty since 1971
and served as department chairman
from 1986 to 1997.  He also taught at
the University of Georgia at Thomas-
ville for one year.  

Hanson was chairman of the gen-
eral faculty for three years, 1997-2000.
He also served as associate provost for
three years, 1994-1997.  He held the
Walter Douglas Smith Professorship of
Psychology and was named the univer-
sity’s Distinguished Professor of the
Year for 1997-98.

Mike Jordan, who has been in
FMU’s psychology department and
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Commission on Higher Education approves Nursing Program
The South Carolina Commission on Higher Education

has approved Francis Marion University’s proposal to offer
a Bachelor of Science in Nursing Program.

The May 5 action by the CHE, along with the approval
granted earlier by the State Board of Nursing, means that
FMU has now gained all the state approvals necessary to
commence the BSN program.

President Fred Carter praised Provost Richard
Chapman, Nursing Department Chair Sylvia Lufkin and the
faculty for their hard work in getting the state approvals nec-
essary for FMU to begin offering the new degree program.

The Medical University of South Carolina has operated
a satellite nursing program as an adjunct program at Francis
Marion since 1982.  Carter and MUSC President Raymond
S. Greenberg agreed in February 2004 to transfer adminis-
trative control of the baccalaureate nursing program to
FMU. Lufkin was hired last fall to head FMU’s new
Department of Nursing.

“With this new degree program, the Pee Dee will no
longer be the only area of South Carolina without a stand-
alone bachelor’s program in nursing,” said Carter.
“Effective July 1, we will begin addressing the serious
shortage of nurses facing the medical facilities in our

region.”
Carter said that if Florence is to continue developing as

a major medical center, local hospitals will require even
more skilled nursing personnel in the future.

Last May, the Drs. Bruce and Lee Foundation of
Florence made a $5 million donation to FMU’s Campaign
for Excellence to build a 30,000-plus square foot building to
house the new baccalaureate nursing program. 

To be located just north of the campus pond and adja-
cent to the McNair Science Building, the two-story building
will contain all classrooms, patient care labs and support
spaces needed for an expanded nursing program at FMU.
Bids for construction will be sought soon.

MUSC began the satellite nursing program on the FMU
campus in 1982 with five students enrolled.  Today, there
are 61 students enrolled as undergraduate nursing majors.
Over the last 22 years, 462 students have earned degrees
through this program. While degrees were awarded by
MUSC, those students completed many courses taught by
FMU faculty. 

In addition, there are more than 200 pre-nursing majors
enrolled at FMU, more than a 100 percent increase since
1999.



Lisa Eargle, assistant professor of
sociology, and Joel Thayer, professor
of sociology, participated in the annual
meetings of the Southern Sociological
Society meetings in Charlotte recently.

Eargle presented a co-authored
paper on “Local Labor Market
Structure, Employment Hardship, and
Poverty Rates.” She also presided over
a paper session devoted to “Issues in
the Study of Poverty.”

Thayer organized a workshop on
“Teaching Medical Sociology” in
which he presented a paper on
“Investigating the Stroke Belt: Data
Analysis Activities for Students.”

David White, assistant professor
of political science, presented a paper
titled “Presidential Advance” at the
2005 Southwest Political Science
Association Annual Meeting in New
Orleans, March 23-26.

The paper was a historical review
of the White House Office of
Presidential Advance from FDR
through G.W. Bush.

Tom Dorsel, professor of psychol-
ogy, recently spoke to approximately
350 student-athletes at Furman Uni-
versity as part of that institution’s
NCAA CHAMPS/Life Skills Program.
His presentation was titled “The ABCs
of Sports Psychology – Making Sense
of It All.”

At its March meeting, members of
the FMU African-American Faculty/
Staff Coalition voted to name its
scholarship in honor of Joseph E.
Heyward, Vice President for Student
Affairs. In the past, the coalition has
awarded two scholarships annually to
qualified sophomores, juniors, or sen-
iors.

Commencing with the 2005-06
academic year, four scholarships will
be awarded annually and the amounts
of the scholarship will be increased.
The name of the scholarship is The
Joseph E. Heyward African-American
Faculty/Staff Coalition Scholarship
and it is the plan of the coalition to
obtain enough funding so that it will
eventually become endowed. 

The FMU African-American
Faculty and Staff Coalition and the
Sankofa Festival Committee of Flo-
rence are co-sponsoring a concert by
The Drifters featuring Bill Pinkney,
Friday, June 3.

The concert will begin at 7 p.m. in
the McNair Science Building auditori-
um. Tickets are $20 in advance and $25
at the door. For more information, con-
tact Yvonne Davis in the library at
1303.

The microforms and bound period-
icals room in Francis Marion Univer-
sity’s James A. Rogers Library has
been named after retiring FMU history
professor Emily Lorraine de
Montluzin. 

“The E. Lorraine de Montluzin Re-
search Room” was dedicated during a
ceremony at the library May 6.

At the ceremony, FMU President
Luther F. Carter also announced the
establishment of the Emily Lorraine de
Montluzin Endowed Fund for Library
Enhancement. The fund has been creat-
ed under the auspices of the Francis
Marion University Foundation and is
designed to provide in perpetuity,
through its earnings, for the purchase
of books to add to the library’s collec-
tion and thus to strengthen the
resources available to faculty, staff,
and students.

“No one is more deserving of this
recognition than Lorraine,” said Carter.
“For more than 30 years, she has dedi-
cated herself to scholarship, teaching
and service. It is fitting that the room
where she spent so many hours doing

academic research will now bear her
name.”

De Montluzin has researched and
published seven scholarly books and
numerous articles from the collections
in Rogers Library.

“Lorraine uses our resources and
facilities so much that it is her second
home,” said library dean Paul Dove.
“We have joked about her camping out
at the microfilm readers. Even when
she spends summer time off at her gulf
coast Mississippi home, she requests
interlibrary loans from us so that she
can pursue her research there.”

De Montluzin retires this month
after 31 years of service at FMU. Her
many distinctions at FMU include
being named Distinguished Professor
in 1988 and a Trustees Research
Scholar in 2002. She is also a member
of five honor societies, including Phi
Beta Kappa and Phi Kappa Phi, and
has been the recipient of several presti-
gious fellowships. Before beginning
her career at FMU, she graduated
summa cum laude, with honors in his-
tory, from Tulane University, and

thereafter earned M.A. and Ph.D.
degrees from Duke University.

As a professor of history, de
Montluzin has taught a wide array of
courses in Georgian and Victorian
Britain, the cultural and intellectual
history of 18th- and 19th-century
Europe, and the history of medieval
Europe, including six for FMU’s
Honors Program. As a scholar, she has
published 24 articles and seven books,
many pertaining to British press histo-
ry, including a 1,700-page electronic
database of items in Georgian
England’s Gentlemen’s Magazine. She
has made dozens of presentations at
academic conferences and area schools
and is a member of numerous histori-
cal, academic and civic organizations. 

She has been a member (and fre-
quently chair) of many departmental
and university committees, including
the Faculty Senate, the Academic
Council, and the Faculty Life and
Academic Freedom and Tenure Grie-
vance Committees. In 2000, she
received FMU’s first Shared Gover-
nance Award.  

Research room named after de Montluzin in Rogers Library



Acquisitions librarian Joyce M.
Durant and reference librarian Yvette
H. Pierce represented FMU at the
April 27 meeting of the Carolinas
Consortium at UNC-Charlotte.

The consortium is comprised of
academic libraries in both Carolinas
that have formed a buyer’s group to
drive down costs of science, technolo-
gy and medicine electronic resources.
Currently, FMU acquires access to
Wiley and Kluwer/Brill/Springer elec-
tronic journals through this consor-
tium. Other STM databases are under
consideration.

Durant also represented South
Carolina libraries and librarians at the

May 2-4 National Library Legislative
Day events in Washington, D.C. She is
first vice-president, president-elect of
the South Carolina Library Associa-
tion.

Reference assistant Cleybianne
(Key) White continues to recover at
home from neurosurgery. She is under-
going outpatient rehabilitation therapy
at HealthSouth and hopes to return to
work soon.  

Thanks to the acquisition of four
ranges (16 double-faced sections) of
library shelving, the library’s Serials
/Microforms staff members have been
able to shift bound journals. By shift-

ing the collection, staff was able to
allow for six to seven years growth in
bound periodicals. Members from all
library departments helped transfer
volumes onto the new shelving. Serials
assistant Marcy Turner organized and
supervised the project.

Library gate counts for the 2005
spring semester show an 18 percent
increase in customer usage of the
library over the 2004 spring semester.
The library served 10,506 more users
than for the same period a year ago.
With two months of the fiscal year
remaining, Rogers Library has already
posted 4,800 more customers than for
all of FY 2003/04.

worked with Hanson since 1972, said Hanson’s job as facul-
ty chairman “held us together” through a tumultuous time in
the school’s history.

Charlene Wages, who came to FMU’s psychology
department in 1986, said the death of Hanson is “an
immeasurable loss to the university.”

Wages said as a leader, Hanson was understanding and
willing to listen to others and he respected the opinions of
others. Jordan said Hanson “built a fine (psychology)
department.”

A licensed clinical psychologist in South Carolina,
Hanson was a partner with Psychology Associates in
Florence and has been affiliated with McLeod Regional
Medical Center and HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital.

Wages said that Hanson’s work outside of FMU helped
him as a teacher.

“Because of his practice he was able to present current
examples to his students,” she said.

He helped develop the applied master’s psychology pro-
gram at FMU, the first program of its kind in South Carolina
and the first nationwide to be recognized as meeting Council
of Applied Psychology Programs standards of training.

Author of numerous publications and presentations, he
has served on practically every committee within the univer-
sity.

Hanson was also active in the Florence community.  He
was awarded the outstanding leadership award from the
Kiwanis Club in 1993-94 and served as the club’s president.
He received the distinguished service award from the
Florence County Mental Health Association in 1974.

Born Jan. 2, 1944, Hanson was a native of Oneida, N.Y.
He earned a bachelor’s degree in psychology at Stetson
University in 1962 and master’s (1969) and doctoral degrees
(1971) from Florida State University.  

He is survived by his wife, the former Kay Roberts, a
son, Eric, and a daughter, Callie.
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321 degrees awarded at spring commencement, May 7
Three-hundred-and-twenty-one

degrees were awarded during com-
mencement exercises at Francis
Marion University, Saturday, May 7.

These included 276 undergraduate
degrees and 17 graduate degrees
awarded by Francis Marion and 28
bachelor’s degrees awarded through a
cooperative nursing program with the
Medical University of South Carolina.

The William H. Blackwell Award
was presented by William W. Coleman
Jr., a member of the FMU Foundation,

to Stephanie Lynne Bartlett of Flo-
rence, Kenneth Martin Broadway of
Sumter, Jennifer Dianne Howard of
Raleigh, N.C., and Kimberley Deanna
Moody of Lake View.

The Blackwell Award, named in
memory of the founding chairman of
the FMU Foundation, is presented to
the undergraduate Francis Marion
University student, or students, with
the highest grade point average (for all
academic work undertaken) of those
graduating during the past academic

year. All four students compiled per-
fect 4.0 grade point averages and grad-
uated summa cum laude.  Howard also
graduated with University Honors.

Pamela A. Rooks, director of the
FMU Honors Program and professor of
English, presented honor cords to eight
students: Steven James Frederick of
Florence, Jennifer Dianne Howard of
Raleigh, N.C., Mica Jean Massey of
Union, Hope Parsons McClam of
Scranton, Rebekah Lynn Norris of
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Patriot Digest is published twice
monthly and distributed on paydays.
The printing schedule is:
Copy due Publication
May 24 May 31

Submit articles via e-mail at thu-
dak@fmarion.edu. Questions or com-
ments? Contact Todd J. Hudak at 1227.

Patriot Digest is produced for the
Francis Marion University faculty and staff
by the Office of Communications Services,
SAB 113.

Patriot Digest
deadlines

(as of 5-10-05)

� Two Part-Time Instructors
of Speech Communication

� Instructor of English

� Assistant Professor of
Psychology

� Assistant/Associate
Professor of Elementary

Education

� Assistant/Associate
Professor of Education

(Coordinator of Clinical and

Field Experience)

� Assistant Professor of
Physics

� Administrative Assistant –
School of Business

Visit Human Resources,

SAB 105, or call 1140.

MAY
through May 7 Art Gallery Series: Senior Shows by graduating FMU 

visual arts majors, HFAC gallery
through May 7 Art Gallery Series: Student works by FMU ceramics 

and 3-D design classes, HFAC gallery
through May 7 Art Gallery Series: Student works by FMU photogra-

phy classes, UC gallery
15 3 pm Planetarium program: “The Red Planet,” Dooley 

Planetarium
24-July 28 Art Gallery Series: Recent works by Lynda English, 

HFAC gallery
24-July 28 Art Gallery Series: Recent works by Jackie Wukela, 

UC gallery
30 Summer schedule begins for FMU employees

Remember that this year’s summer
work schedule will begin on Monday,
May 30, and run through Friday, Aug.
12.

Offices should remain open from 8
a.m. until 5:30 p.m. Mondays through
Thursdays and 8 a.m. until 11:30 a.m.
on Fridays.

To account for the July 4 holiday,
offices should remain open from 8 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m. on Friday, July 8.

If you have any questions about the
summer schedule, please call Dena

Kitts at 1145.
Rep to visit campus

Kathy Diehl of the S.C. Deferred
Compensation Program will be avail-
able for one-on-one consultations con-
cerning 401k and 457 tax-deferred sav-
ings accounts on Wednesday, May 18,
from 8 a.m. to noon in Room 105 of the
Stokes Administration Building (Hu-
man Resources Office). 

To schedule an appointment, con-
tact Becky Culbertson at 1143 or rcul-
bertson@fmarion.edu.

Summer schedule begins May 30

Leesville, Sandra Alicia Roberts of
Latta, Jessica Rena Smith of Dillon,
and Francis Brandon Turbeville of
Mullins.  Honor cords are presented to
graduates who compile a minimum
grade point average of 3.25 for all aca-
demic work and for a minimum of 21
hours in Honors courses.

Nursing degrees were conferred by
Gail W. Stuart, dean of the MUSC
College of Nursing, and presented by
Sylvia R. Lufkin, chair of the FMU
Department of Nursing and a professor
of nursing.

Three nursing students received

their degrees with honor: Ashley Lyn
Rosser of Bennettsville received her
degree summa cum laude (3.9-4.0),
while Rebecca Dawn Howell of
Florence and Kristen Nicole Moore of
Hemingway received their degrees
magna cum laude (3.75-3.89).

Honorary Doctor of Humanities
degrees were conferred upon former
South Carolina governor and Cades
native Robert Evander McNair, former
director of and current senior consult-
ant of the Executive Institute of the
S.C. Budget and Control Board Philip
Gibbs Grose Jr., and James S.
Konduros, the founding director and
chairman of the board of directors of
the Psaras Foundation and the Psaras
Fund. 
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