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AIKEN COUNTY 

By The Numbers 

Indicator SC Aiken 
County 

Children Under Five 289,990 9,350 

Children In Poverty 26.4% 28.4% 

3
rd

 Graders Below 
Standard in Reading 

21.1% 21.3% 

Births to Mothers 
With Less Than a High 

School Diploma 

15.7% 17.0% 

                                                                                         
 

 Since inception, Aiken County First Steps 
has leveraged $2,363,771 from sources 
outside state government. That’s $.32 for 
every dollar received. 

 

 340.18 hours of support and guidance 
were provided to 25 families in our 
Parents as Teachers Program. 

 

 Childcare professionals received 204.75 
hours of technical assistance for early care 
best practices. 

 

 Improved parenting practices through 12 
Group Connections Parent Workshops. 

 

 Total Children Served in FY16: 1409  

 

Aiken County First Steps 

1 Willis Circle 
Graniteville, SC 29829 

PO Box 2091 
Aiken, SC 29802 

Phone: (803) 663-5604 
Fax: (803) 663-0069 

Board Chair 

Shirley von Beck 

Svonbeck2013@gmail.com  

www.scfirststeps.org 

 

Aiken County First Steps 
Marcia L. Nash, M.Ed. 
Executive Director                                             
 
The American Enterprise Institute wrote an article in April 2016 entitled 

“Does Pre-K Work”? The Research on Ten Early Childhood Programs-and 

What it Tells Us”. Two important early childhood policies emerged from 

this report, one which provides the excessive force we need to continue 

our mission of getting Aiken County’s children healthy and ready for 

school. It states: “To move the early childhood field forward, we must 

enhance high-quality child care and voluntary home visiting for 

disadvantaged children”.   

By the numbers, Aiken County exceeds the State average of children 

living in poverty, 3
rd

 graders below the standard reading level, and 

births to mothers with less than a high school diploma.  Given what we 

know and witness daily, it makes sense to direct our investments 

toward high-quality, educational care for disadvantaged children. The 

ACFS board and staff, parents, child care directors, Parents as Teachers 

National home visitation program, and our community partners will 

continue our passionate work of improving outcomes for at-risk children 

and their families in Aiken County. 

By enriching the earliest environments-home and child care, providing 

child care for children whose families meet financial or situational 

criteria, improving continuity of care, and improving child development 

outcomes for children, our forward movement will allow the 9,350 

children under the age of five in Aiken County a chance to “will what 

they want” and soar to success within their process.   

TOGETHER WE CAN! 
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Interested parents can contact any participating 4K 
providers to complete an application. To view a list of 
participating First Steps 4K providers, visit: 

http://scfirststeps.org/4k 

 

  Healthy Start 
We begin with a focus on providing a healthy start to life. 
This includes prenatal and post-partum services for both 
mother and baby. In 2007, First Steps collaborated with 
key philanthropic and agency partners to bring Nurse-
Family Partnership to SC having a significant impact on 
reducing premature births and Medicaid costs. 
 

  Family Strengthening 
Our home visitation strategies, such as Parents as 
Teachers, Parent-Child Home and Early Steps to 
School Success, are helping parents understand their 
responsibilities to care for and be positive models for 
their children. As a result of First Steps’ intervention and 
parenting support, 66% of clients initially assessed at 
“low” levels of parenting have achieved moderate or high 
levels of parenting skill. 
 

  Early Intervention 
According to recent federal evaluations, outcomes for 
clients participating in BabyNet early intervention 
programs are above national averages. BabyNet matches 
the special needs of infants and toddlers who have 
disabilities and/or developmental delays with 
customized, community-based resources. 

  Quality Childcare 
Quality childcare starts with quality childcare providers. 
Our quality enhancement and training strategies lead to 
improved teacher-student interaction, which research 
shows has a significant impact on a child’s development 
and success in school. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  Early Education 
Private-public partnerships through First Steps 4K have 
led to significant cost efficiencies in the delivery of 
publicly funded 4K. One recent analysis suggests First 
Steps is achieving comparable results, without the need 
for costly capital construction, for 80 cents on the dollar. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 School Transition 
Each of the corresponding blocks of services leads 
ultimately to the goal of transitioning children 
successfully to school. Programs like Countdown to 
Kindergarten and From Day One to Grade One are 
ultimately preparing children for school success. 
 
 

Each of the six color blocks of the First Steps logo represents a core area of service, 
outlining our comprehensive strategy to prepare children for long-term school success.  
 
With measurable outcomes across each of its six school readiness strategy areas, First 
Steps is getting results. 
 

What We Do 

Based on the needs of our community, Aiken County First focuses its investments in…. Quality Child 

Care, Family Strengthening, Early Education, and School Transition. 



 

Mothers and Grandmothers participate in a Parents 

Teachers Mother’s Day Group Connection.   

Ms. Santa reads to children and parents during the 

2015 Winter Wonderland event. 44 Angels gave gifts 

to all children served in 2015.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

                  

 

                        

Program Description 

Aiken County First Steps 

1 Willis Circle, Graniteville, 29829 
803-663-5604 

Email: aiken1stepsed@bellsouth.net        

Thank you to our partners! 

Parents as Teachers National Office 

Aiken County School District Family Literacy & Adult Education 

Programs 

Aiken Center for Alcohol and Other Drug Services Advisory Board 

 

Parents as Teachers (PAT) is an evidence-based home visiting program 
designed to build strong communities, thriving families and children who are 
healthy, safe and ready to succeed. PAT services include: 

1. Personal Visits at least twice monthly 

2. Monthly Group Connections with other PAT families 

3. Screenings and Assessments to identify developmental concerns 

4. Connections to Outside Resources that families may need to succeed 

Aiken County First Steps serves families in greatest need. Among our PAT 
families: 

100% … live in poverty 

32% … didn’t graduate from high school 

32% … were teen parents 

 

Parents play a critical role in their child’s development. 

This year, our Parents as Teachers program: 

 Averaged 13.08 home visits per family  

 Identified and addressed 13 potential developmental delays 

 Improved parenting practices with a .29 difference from pre to post (KIPS)  

 Improved literacy skills with an Adult difference of .43 and a Child difference of .50 from pre to post.  The Parents as 
Teachers program distributed 288 books to children and families. 

 Made 50 referrals for families to services such as Adult Education, Housing, and literacy, employment and food. 

 

PAT by the Numbers 2015-16 
Families Served 25 
Children Served 28 
Total Home Visits                                327 

Hours Spent Serving 
Families 

                           
352.18 

Average gain, Keys to 
Interactive Parenting 
Scale (pre-to-post): 

KIPS: 
Pre: 3.53 
Post: 3.82 
 
 

  

ACIRI: 
A:Pre:1.94  
A:Post:2.37 
C: Pre: 1.07 
C: Post: 1.57 

   
 
 
 
 

Parents as Teachers 



 

 

Child Care Quality Enhancement 

Program Description 

The quality of care they received by young children is crucial to their 
healthy development and school readiness. Child care providers strive to 
provide high quality care, but may lack the resources that are commonly 
available to publicly-funded early childhood programs, such as 
educational materials, on-site professional development, and other 
support.  

First Steps’ Child Care Quality Enhancement (QE) is intended to 
produce measurable improvements in the quality of care provided to 
young children. Participating child care providers must serve a high 
percentage of at-risk children, and are selected through a competitive 
process that requires a strong level of commitment to the QE process. 

Program Components 

1. On-site Technical Assistance (TA) at least twice monthly 

2. Equipment and materials funding 

3. Integration with locally available training, provided by First 
Steps and other partners 

4. Workforce Development 

5. Coordination with community partners 

6. Pre/post assessments of the classroom environment and 
teacher-child interaction, using nationally-recognized 
observational tools for infant/toddler and preschool settings 
(ITERS, ECERS, FCCERS)  

 

Aiken County First Steps 

1 Willis Circle, Graniteville, 29829 
803-663-5604 

Email: aiken1stepsed@bellsouth.net 

Thank you to our partners! 

FQE Quality Matters Initiative Centers: 

Faith Academy, First Providence, Great Creations, Sunshine 

House 5, Sunshine House 59, and Tiny Treasures 

 

 

 
QE by the Numbers, 2015-16 

Child Care Providers 
Served 6 

Number of TA Visits 
Provided 

119 

Number of Children 0-5 
Enrolled in Provider 
Classrooms 

270 

 

Congratulations to our QE participants for 2015-16! 

Child Care Provider Average Pre/Post ERS 

Faith Academy 
Average Pre:    3.08 
Average Post:  4.2 

First Providence 
Average Pre:    5.17 
Average Post:  5.18  

Great Creations 
Average Pre:    3.54    
Average Post:  3.77 

Sunshine House 5 
Average Pre:    3.45 
Average Post:  4.61 

Sunshine House 59  
Average Pre:   4.03  
Average Post: 4.24 

 

This year, our Quality Enhancement program: 

 Provided 204.75 hours of technical assistance to child care providers  

 Provided $4,715.18 in materials grants to participating child care providers 

 Funded scholarships for 49 children within participating child care providers 

 

 

In order to thrive, children need nurturing, responsive relationships and a  

supportive learning environment, both within and outside the home. 



 

Aiken County First Steps child care directors, providers and 

staff provided messages of what they CAN DO to get children 

ready for school.   

    

 

 

  

Child Care Training 

Program Description 
High-quality child care hinges on high-quality professional development 
that meets the needs of the local child care workforce.  

First Steps-sponsored training is certified through the SC Center for Child 
Care Career Development and includes topics in the areas of nutrition, 
health and safety, curriculum, child guidance, professional development 
and program administration. Best practices in training include not only 
the training itself, but follow-up in the classroom.   

 

  

Aiken County First Steps 

1 Willis Circle, Graniteville, 29829 
803-663-5604 

Email: aiken1stepsed@bellsouth.net 

 

Thank you to our partners! 

SC Center for Child Care Career Development 

Aiken County Public School District  

Child Care Resource and Referral of the Midlands 

ABC Quality 

Children’s Place, Inc. 

 

 

 

I explained to my Teachers, it’s not about the 
number of training hours you receive, it’s the 

quality of the training needed and provided to 
assist us in individualizing our approach to how 
children learn and develop and to enhance our 

work in the classroom. 

Beth Rautio, Director 

Tiny Treasures Daycare Center 

New Ellenton, SC   

SCFS 4K Center 

.  

Client name  

 

 
Training by the Numbers, 2015-16 

Total Training Attendance 570 
Child Care Teachers and 
Directors Served 

383 

Number of Training Sessions 
Offered 37 

 

This year, our Training program provided: 

 383 early childhood staff with high quality training 

 50 hours of certified training and 6 hours of registered training for staff to meet annual re-certification requirements 

 5.50 follow-up visits with training participants to help put training into practice 

 

 

2015-16 Child Care Training/Directors Network 
Forums Sponsored by Aiken First Steps & CCCCD  

      15 hours of Certified Training Hours Earned 

Magical Milestones Infants & Toddlers 

The Social-Emotional Ready Child 
Qualities of an Effective Director 

Management Techniques 
Financial Management  

Personnel Policies and Procedures 

Those who care for young children need high-quality, accessible, and affordable professional 

development. 



 

 

  

Child Care Scholarships 

Program Description 

Access to quality child care is essential for children while away from 
their primary caregivers. Yet, of those families income-eligible for child 
care assistance in South Carolina, only a small fraction receive it due to 
lack of funds. In the absence of nurturing and consistently available 
family, friends or neighbors, parents are faced with few - or no – 
affordable care options. 

Aiken County First Steps serves families in greatest need. Among our 
scholarship families: 

100% … live in poverty 

10.6% … didn’t graduate from high school 

25% … were teen parents 

16% … had developmental delays 

 

In addition to regular monitoring of child care providers that receive First 
Steps scholarships, First Steps conducts at least one developmental 
screening each year with scholarship children and connects families to 
needed services within the community. 

Aiken County First Steps also integrates scholarships with the Parents as 
Teachers voluntary home visitation program, which has proven to be 
very effective. We will continue to offer PAT services to scholarship 
families interested in receiving them.  

 

 

 
 

 

Aiken County First Steps 

1 Willis Circle, Graniteville, 29829 
803-663-5604 

Email: aiken1stepsed@bellsouth.net 

 

Thank you to our partners! 

Aiken County First Steps FQE Quality Matters Centers 

Aiken County First Steps Families 

HUGS, LLC  

ABC Quality 

Fairview Mental Health Services 

 

When I first started the First Steps program, 
Za’Keem didn’t know how to interact with other 

kids besides his sister Z’Niyah. First Steps 
provided me with quality daycare and now 

Za’Niyah now talks to everyone she sees, and 
Za’Keem now knows how to share and be kind to 

others.  

Thank you First Steps!  

Amy Washington-Barnes 

 

  

Client name  

 

 
Scholarships by the Numbers, 2015-16 

Children Served 49 
Providers Served 6 
 

This year, our Scholarship program: 

 Provided 49 children with scholarship assistance so their parents could work or attend school  

 Identified and addressed 18 potential developmental delays among scholarship children 

 Made 4 connections for families to services such as Parents as Teachers 

 Supported 6 small businesses in Aiken County by subsidizing child care tuition for families who would not otherwise be 
able to afford quality care 

 Provided 20 hours of training for scholarship parents in topics such as What is Quality Childcare, Toxic Parenting, How 
to Build a Happy Family, How to Build Self-esteem, and How to build Character;  HUGS, LLC Family Enrichment Sessions 

 

 

 

Za’Keem shows off his social smile during a 

parent meeting. 

Too many families in Aiken County cannot afford quality care for their children. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Countdown to Kindergarten 

Bringing parents and teachers together as partners sets the foundation for success in school. 

Program Description 
Countdown to Kindergarten (CTK) is a summer home visitation model 
connecting rising kindergartners and their families with their future 
teachers. The program is designed: 

 to forge strong and lasting home-school relationships,  

 to acquaint children and families with the state and classroom  
expectations  to increase the likelihood of school success,  

 to increase parent involvement in the early grades (particularly 
in hard-to-reach communities), when children’s learning is 
foundational for life success; and  

 to increase public awareness of the importance of school 
readiness and provide ways for parents and communities to 
impact children’s early school success. 
 
 

Countdown to Kindergarten integrates all of the following: 

Home Visitation. Teachers make six visits over the summer to the 
homes of participating students and families. Children and families are 
introduced to actual materials used in kindergarten and are given a 
Kindergarten Transition Toolkit to keep.  

Learning Celebration. The last visit is a “field trip” to the school where 
the child will attend class in the fall.  

Public Awareness. Throughout the summer, First Steps releases tips to 
media to help parents and caregivers get children ready for 
kindergarten. 

 

Aiken County First Steps 

1 Willis Circle, Graniteville, 29829 
803-663-5604 

Email: aiken1stepsed@bellsouth.net 

 

Thank you to our partners! 

Aiken County Public School District (Ridge Spring-

Monetta Elementary) 

Kaplan Early Learning Company 

McDonalds, Frontage Road Aiken, SC 

 

 

 

Countdown to Kindergarten Celebration 2015 

CTK Coordinator Linda Washington and Child 
Care TA, Andrea Seigler poses for a picture with 

the 2015 CTK participating children. 

Ridge Spring-Monetta Elementary School 

*CTK by the Numbers, Summer 2015 

Children Served 20 
Families Served 19 
Home/School Visits 112 
*CTK program data is for June-August 2015, whereas CTK fiscal data 
includes expenditures from July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016. 

This year, our Countdown to Kindergarten program: 

 Increased the amount of time parents spent reading to children by 100% 

 According to kindergarten teachers, 100% of CTK children performed as well as, or better than, their fellow students in 
Approaches to Learning, Emotional and Social Development, Physical Development, Language and Literacy, and 
Mathematical Thinking during the 2015-16 school year 

 According to kindergarten teachers, 100% of CTK parents were more involved than other parents in their child’s 
education in the areas of attending parent/teacher conferences, maintaining contact with the teacher, volunteering in 
the classroom, and attending open house, school activities, or joining school/parent groups 

The risk factor box underneath is a Table. To add or 

delete lines, you must Insert or Delete Rows by 

right-clicking on the appropriate line. This applies to 

all pages that include a risk factor box.  

Use data from the Risk Factor Report to find the 

most compelling statistics for your program. 

Delete this text box. 



  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Total 2015-16 Expenditures: $442,800 

State Funds Leveraged in 2015-16*: 15% 
*Percentage of state dollars matched by additional federal, private, and/or in-kind funds 

 

State $ Federal $ Private $ In-Kind $ Total $
% of 2015-16 

Expenditures

Parents as Teachers $91,346 $0 $776 $5,067 $97,188 22%

Countdown to Kindergarten $11,539 $0 $352 $5,576 $17,467 4%

Child Care Quality Enhancement $55,834 $0 $412 $6,134 $62,380 14%

Child Care Training $32,210 $0 $5,312 $4,900 $42,421 10%

Child Care Scholarships $105,218 $0 $701 $5,343 $111,262 25%

Program Support $55,481 $0 $1,074 $11,796 $68,351 15%

Administrative Support $32,600 $0 $2,280 $8,850 $43,729 10%

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $384,228 $0 $10,906 $47,666 $442,800

2015-16 Expenditures by Strategy

 

Unaudited numbers for the period July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016 

 

  

State Funds 
from the 
General 

Assembly, 
$384,228, 87% 

Federal Grants, 
$0, 0% 

Private Funds, 
$10,906, 2% 

In-Kind Funds, 
$47,666, 11% 

Aiken County First Steps 
2015-16 Expenditures  

by Funding Source 

Financial Impact 

Since inception, Aiken County First Steps has leveraged $2,363,771 from sources outside of 
state government. That’s .32 cents for every state dollar. 



 

 

The Women of Woodside charity golf tournament raised $47,463, which 

was equally divided between Aiken County First Steps and the First Tee 

of Aiken. Aiken County First Steps received $23,731 from 50 donors who 

supported the fundraiser. All proceeds will be used to promote and 

support the Aiken County First Steps programs.     

THANK YOU WOMEN OF WOODSIDE! 

 

  

WOW President Margaret Ellis, and WOW Community 

Services Co-Chairs Jerrie Sherrard and Donna Horvath 

present a check in the amount of $23,731 to Marcia Nash, 

executive director of Aiken County First Steps. 

Thank you to all of the teams and donors for their generous donations and for the 

taking the time to swing into action for children and families of Aiken County!     

Community Impact 

Women of Woodside 

WOW CUP Charity Golf Tournament  

Support Aiken First Steps today through a tax-deductible donation, or volunteer. 

http://email.thislife.com/wf/click?upn=Uz1sPKbFWt3SxRE53R7lA4xbRraX0B5IWCTg7hwGmz-2B3FH9LEPmzbQFt1ezDONpi2R-2FLzd7C3-2FIL8cHLNDhpxPn0CBmUh-2FQ9SQ3LAFKd4gt8Kq50EnS9RcYyftVIEPlN4ZIPXZYaDAkgq4wmmUJaH4sPWRZLCOeSUR68o0oFABOetoY3meF-2FS7zSH2x-2BlIxh8bmdaZaVaFSATsthrJQdCA-3D-3D_-2B1wj7a-2FpZ13H6BMDHnFFleBgfcxDcc-2Fsn6XlZ6RtFQtWrR9Z8l2Tw-2BFmshoR87YRYYBamZoFrPyzxv06Pw-2FgTip-2FmBkn4vVYBkAppFYec-2BCRiM-2B12kVLYlSm2vFEwnmMe6M1yai7UPxtfQcbvjb0IHxg9lo4aXYKENHV6ZGHZaxWP-2BCImqLgUywAWjLmOrXzIFA7qb74wf34w46M07PGAeWVQJJGAPYgNJkxiAbjPFmId3uasB3H-2B2BxlyC4KDNT


Barbara Sanders, Board Chair, Sharon Rodgers, 

Director UWAC, Stephanie Franklin, Chair, SX6 

Initiative and ACFS board member,  Marcia Nash, 

Executive Director, ACFS. 

Ms. Gloria Jones, ACFS Board member, read If You 

Give a Mouse a Cookie to a group of four year olds. 

Dr. Marsha Harris from the Aiken County 
Association-Retired, read The Napping House to a 
group of four year olds. 

 

David Walker, Board Member, Shirley von Beck, Board Member, 

Barbara Sanders, Board Member, Ericka Williams, ACFS Staff, Andrea 

Seigler, ACFS Staff, Cherell Butler, Board Member, Mary Stone, Board 

Member, Sharon Rodgers, UWAC, Marcia Nash, ACFS, Stephanie 

Franklin, Michelle Harper-Meriwether, ACFs Staff, Tammy Brown, ACFS 

Staff 

Stephanie Franklin, Chair, SX6 Initiative and ACFS 

board member shows the perfect stance to bowl for 

babies.  

 

 

Aiken County First Steps 

Read Across Aiken event is 

held every year during the 

month of April. This event is 

in conjunction with NAEYC’s 

National Week of the Young 

Child and promotes the 

importance of literacy. ACFS 

board members, retired 

educators, and staff read to 

300 children 0-5 years old.  Each 

child received a book to take home 

and each classroom also received a 

book.   

 

The Aiken County First Steps Bowling 

for Babies Annual Fundraiser continues 

to throw strikes for children 0-5 years 

old. Thirty-seven bowlers, thirty adults, 

and seven young adults gathered at 

Northside Lanes in North Augusta SC on 

June 26, 2016 and raised $1,260.00.  All 

proceeds will benefit United Way/Success by 

Six Dolly Parton Imagination Library 

initiative.  

  

Community Impact 

Bowling for Babies 2016 

Aiken County First Steps Annual Fundraiser  

Support Aiken First Steps today through a tax-deductible donation, or volunteer. 

Read Across Aiken 2016 

Aiken County’s Month of the Young Child Annual Event 

Journey of Joy danced, posed, and bowled strikes 

for the babies.  

Janet Crawford, Director, Great 

Creations Day Care Center gives 

back by helping babies bowl. 



 

 

 

 

To encourage family literacy and promote kindergarten readiness, Aiken County First Steps, Aiken Regional Medical Center, Public 

Education Partners, the Aiken County Association- Retired , and Aiken County Public Schools partner together to implement the 

Babies First Teacher Initiative. The purpose of this initiative is to encourage cognitive development and foundational literacy with 

new mothers and families. The foundational skills that precede reading are developed before entering elementary school and 

parents, as a child’s first teacher, can play a pivotal role in developing these skills with their children. Children who experience 

difficulty with reading and literacy early on often continue to suffer from low literacy and have problems that persist into the school 

years. Students, who read well, however, tend to do better in all subject areas, including mathematics and science. Based on 

information from Aiken Regional Medical Center, approximately 100 babies are born each month. Of those, approximately 70% are 

on Medicaid, and approximately 55-60% is born to teenage mothers. Due to these risk factors alone, it is imperative that efforts are 

made to share the importance of early literacy with these families (Dr. Sean Alford, Superintendent, ACPSD). Since inception of this 

initiative in February 2016, 531 new mothers and their new-born received a welcome bag with books, manipulatives, information 

on the importance of brain development, reading and literacy, and additional early childhood follow-up resources they may need. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Steps Partnership Board  

Babies First Teacher Initiative Gives Children their First Step toward Literacy 

Partners: Aiken County First Steps, Aiken County Public School District, Aiken Regional Hospital, Public Education Partners, Aiken 
County Association-Retired 

Aiken County First Steps Partnership Board, 2015-16 

 Name Position Board Category 

Shirley von Beck, Chair Training Specialist, CB&I AREVA MOX Services, LLC Business 

Charlotte McNichols, Vice Chair Finance Director, Aiken Senior Life Services Transportation 

Catherine Laufer, Treasurer Kindergarten Teacher, Mead Hall Pre-Kindergarten-Primary Educator 

Cherell Butler, Secretary ACPSD Family Literacy/Parenting Coordinator  Family Ed./Training/Support Prov. 

David Walker, NP Chair Retired  Faith Community 

Barbara Sanders, P.A.T., Chair Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Lead 

Educator, Cumbee Center 

Non-Profit 

Tracy Brown, Child Care, Chair Teacher Aide, ACPSD Parent of a Pre-School Child 

Kiki Bennett Early Interventionist Legislative Appointee 

Marlea Bodie Director of Social Services, Aurora Pavilion Healthcare 

Jamie Creasy Pre-kindergarten/ School Readiness, ACPSD School District Representative 

Margaret Ford Director, Children’s Place, Inc. Legislative Appointee 

Stephanie Franklin Chair, Success by Six Non-Profit 

Patricia Green Regional Coordinator, Sunshine House Early Childhood Provider 

Shadie Hall Head Start Consultant Legislative Appointee 

Gloria Jones Transition Specialist, Adult Education, ACPSD Family Education/Training/Support 

Jacquelyn Hughes  Public Health Educator DHEC Representative 

Patrick Keating Director, Adult Education Family Education/Training/Support 

Teresa Lilly Nurse, Aiken Regional Medical Centers Healthcare 

Chalma Lindler Retired Pre-Kindergarten-Primary Educator 

Kimberly McSpadden Children’s Librarian Library Representative 

Rhonda Mitchell Administrative Manager, Best Friend Express Transportation (LSCOG) 

Charlene Moore-Peterson Teaches Aide, ACPSD Early Childhood Education 

Motek Simmons Warehouse Supervisor , Ross Department  Parent of a Pre-School Child 

Mary Stone Director, Sunshine House #59 Early Childhood Education 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting children ready for school. 

The Goals of First Steps 

 (1) provide parents with access to the support they might seek and want to strengthen their 
families and to promote the optimal development of their preschool children;  
(2)increase comprehensive services so children have reduced risk for major physical, 
developmental, and learning problems;  
(3)promote high-quality preschool programs that provide a healthy environment that will 
promote normal growth and development;  
(4)provide services so all children receive the protection, nutrition, and health care needed to 
thrive in the early years of life so they arrive at school ready to succeed; and  
(5)mobilize communities to focus efforts on providing enhanced services to support families 
and their young children so as to enable every child to reach school healthy and ready to 
succeed.                

-- Section 59-152-30 
 

 

BabyNet in Aiken County:  
LOCAL SPOE PHONE # - 803-593-4468 

http://scfirststeps.org/babynet/ 

 
Interested parents can contact any participating 4K 
providers to complete an application. To view a list of 
participating First Steps 4K providers, visit: 

http://scfirststeps.org/4k 



 

 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
    

  
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Support Aiken First Steps today through a tax-deductible donation, or volunteer! 

Quotes from OUR Parents! 
How has First Steps helped YOU? 

This program has helped me because it gives me more ideas of what/how to teach Desmond.  It shows my family and I what 

we need to work on to better my child’s learning abilities. Joceline Madison 

Finding a daycare for my child to attend and make childcare less stressful. Destinee Williams 

The staff helping us out anyway they can, being concerned about the children as well as the parents. Rheumel James 

This program has been helpful to me because I know where my child is at all times, he is progressing mentally and physically, 

and it is affordable and suits my income.  This program also helped me understand and participate more in my child’s life. 

Stacia Stallings 

Being a single parent and trying to go to school and work is hard but with the assistance from First Steps it takes a lot of stress 

away with the help of daycare, really thankful for the help.  Taylor Griffin 

This program has helped me to be able to provide child care for Adalyn.  I can afford the childcare now so that Adalyn gets her 

proper learning experience.  The program has also helped bring other people into her life that could help me with her.  Family 

meetings and childcare classes has also helped Adalyn towards being more social. Shawanda Washington 

This program has been real helpful for my child and me.  My child has started speaking real well and pronouncing her words 

correctly.  It also made it easier for me to teach her, her first and last name and her birthday.  She is always bragging about 

her teacher and I always ask her about her day.  First Steps has/is helping my child a lot.  Tayneisha Pope 

This program has really helped me find a stable daycare for my children.  It has also helped me financially; I am not struggling 

trying to figure out how I am going to pay daycare for the week.  I also like that this program is very active in my children’s life 

as far as their growth. Sherrill McNicol 

The most helpful thing this program has offered me is helping me with my child’s childcare bill.  If it wasn’t for the First Steps 

program I would not be able to afford childcare and I wouldn’t be able to work without childcare. Brittni Trapp 

This program is helpful for young parents like me.  I love that the staff interacts with you and your child and tries to make a 

connection with each mother/ father and child differently. Nikeah Roundtree 

Knowing that I can work and afford childcare for my child and also knowing that he is being properly cared for is wonderful.  

Hendrix had learned so much in such a short amount of time.  Tiara Williams 

It has very helpful resources and that makes me feel like a lot of stress has been lifted off me. Anonymous 

The most helpful quality about this program is the financial assistance allowed my son to attend daycare.  Without First Steps 

I, Jordan’s mother, would not be able to work.  I am able to not worry as much due to my son now being in a safe environment. 

Kristen Hall 

I was able to start my children at First Providence Learning and Development Center.  They previously stayed with their 

Grandma, but I could tell she was outdoing herself and needed a break.  I am glad they get to be in a structured learning 

environment and I can afford it.  Tiffany Jackson 

Paying for daycare we don’t get any help from DSS any longer and trying to pay for two kid’s daycare, we were barely making 

it week to week.  Thank You So Much!!  Rebecca Jowers 

Helping with daycare so my child can learn and be around other kids while I work is awesome.  This program encourages me 

and strengthens my relationship with my child.  The sessions/trainings are very helpful it reaches me a lot! Tabitha Walker 

First Steps program was a Godsend for me and my child.  Not only did the program help me find childcare, First Steps 

encourages me as a mother to strive better in education/workforce.  Also they show interest in the child and their 

development. Ebony Armstrong 

 

 

 



   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
    

  
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Support Aiken First Steps today through a tax-deductible donation, or volunteer! 

Quotes from OUR Parents! 
How has First Steps helped YOU? 

 
The First Steps program has given me the opportunity to work and provide a way to feel empowered and be the best 

mother possible.  It has eliminated the stress of some of the financial burdens I face.  The weekly seminars have been 

helpful in finding other ways to take care of my kids and to interact with them in a different light.  My child is smarter 

and able to do so many things as a result of the help in providing him with the opportunity for him to receive quality 

childcare.  Motek Simmons 

The meeting with the two older women on Fridays, they taught me a lot.  Bethany Soles 

This program has helped my child McKenzie in so many ways.  My child is now beginning to interact with others more 

than she ever did before.  She’s very social and outgoing and now talking a lot. Quinnteal Staley 

Family Enrichment meetings are the best.  Since these meetings I feel as if I’m becoming a better mother.  I’ve always 

been involved with my kids, but these meetings are teaching different strategies on how to approach your kids in 

different situations.  These meetings have also taught me how to be positive in negative situations.   Thanks to First Steps 

I purchased a home through the information that was given to me by First Steps. Stephanie Doe 

This program allowed my child to be at a daycare center around other children her own age.  There she has started to 

pull up on things and is trying to take steps.  My child is special and I was told this would be a long journey but I am 

starting to see a lot of progress already from her being at daycare page. Lotoya Johnson 

The First Steps program really helps me with Kahlil. He comes home and tells me what is going on at school.   The only 

thing I didn’t like about the facility is the fact that every time I see my child’s face it is dirty.  I don’t like that part, but we 

consistently stay on the same page.   Tina Johnson 

The financial assistance provided by First Steps has offered my son and me an opportunity at child care that I otherwise 

could not afford.  The family enrichment meetings have provided informative techniques for parenting, discipline, and 

empowerment.  First Steps offers resources and direction to other facilities offering assistance in our community.  My 

child and I have received knowledge and skills to prepare us for school. Brittany Carey 

This program has helped me to be able to go to work and leave my kids in a safe and comfortable environment.  It has 

helped me be able to help provide childcare for my boys.  I am very thankful for the First Steps program and all it has 

done for the boys and me.   Sophia Banks 

This program has helped me to be less worried about my children’s development as far as learning while in a daycare.  

This program also allows me to continue to work as my child attends an affordable daycare where they are learning and 

developing on target along with other children.  I am very thankful and grateful for the program, without the program I 

would not be able to work; I would not be able to keep up with other bills including utilities.  I am very thankful for all 

First Steps do.  Thank You! Sabrina Lockett 

 

Thank you Parents! 
 

 
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Parents! 



You can help ensure that children are prepared for 

school by helping to create a home environment that 

supports important pre-literacy skills. 

Support Early Literacy Today! 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
 
 
  

  
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date! 

2016 Winter Wonderland “Angel Tree”: Saturday December 3, 2016 10:00am – 2:00pm Byrd learning Center 

2016-17 Annual Meeting and Board Elections: Monday January 9, 2017 5:30pm Aiken County Complex Bldg.  

Aiken County’s 2017 Month of the Young Child: April 1-30, 2017 

 

Support Aiken First Steps today through a tax-deductible donation, or volunteer! 

Thank you donors! 

Funding Support 

State of South Carolina: $384,228 
(through South Carolina First Steps) 

Center for Child Care Career Development: $2,000 

Women of Woodside: $23,731 

 

In-Kind Support 

Aiken County Public School District 

Child Care Resource and Referral 

ACFS Board Members and Staff 

Sunshine House #5  

Sunshine House #59 

Children’s Place, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How your support helps children in Aiken County:                       

 $25 provides a young child a book per month for one year! 

 $250 feeds dinner to low-income families attending a parenting workshop! 

 $400 helps a low-income family afford quality child care for one month! 

 

HOW TO GIVE: To submit contributions to Aiken County First Steps 

Call (803)-663-5604 or mail your contributions to PO Box 2091, Aiken, SC 29802. 

 

 


