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China Office 
Launched During 
Asia Mission  
 
Commerce officially opened its 
office in Shanghai, China on 
October 18 during an 
international mission that 
included multiple stops in 
China and in Tokyo, Japan.  
 
Governor Mark Sanford and 
Secretary Bob Faith joined 
other state officials for the 
opening event. 
 
During the opening 
celebration, Haier Group 
Chairman and CEO Zhang 
Ruimin received South 
Carolina's Global Business 
Leader Award from Governor 
Sanford and Secretary Bob 
Faith (pictured above). 
 
The South Carolina China 
Office was established to 
actively sell the benefits of a 
Palmetto State location to 
Chinese companies, while 
also helping South Carolina 
businesses take advantage of the tremendous export opportunities that exist with China. 
 
As a result of South Carolina's early efforts, Chinese investment totals $126 million and has created 1,250 jobs in South Carolina, and state 
officials see the potential for much more. South Carolina counts China as its 5th-largest export destination; the state's exports to Mainland 
China rose a staggering 67.61% last year, and have nearly quadrupled in the last four years. 
 
Sanford, Faith, and other state leaders spent much of their time in Japan and China meeting with corporate executives and economic 
prospects, promoting South Carolina as a prime U.S. location.  
 
In Tokyo, the Governor and others attended the 29th Annual Southeast U.S.-Japan conference, held from October 16-18. SEUS Japan is 
an annual conference that draws business and government leaders from Japan, South Carolina, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, North 
Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia.  
 
The South Carolina delegation to the conference included nearly 40 state and local officials, economic developers, utility representatives, 
and business and education leaders from around the state. 
 



Governor Sanford gave remarks during the opening ceremony of the conference, and Dr. Chris Przirembel, Clemson's Vice President for 
Research and Economic Development, represented South Carolina in a panel discussion on new technologies and their effect on the 
environment.  
 
Next year's SEUS Japan conference will be held in Orlando, Florida. 
 
Since the SEUS Japan association was created in 1976, more than 1,000 Japanese firms have expanded in the Southeast. 
 
 
 
 

WW2 Flag Returned 
During Special 
Ceremony at SEUS 
Conference  
This year's SEUS Japan 
conference was especially 
memorable for South Carolina 
delegate Buzz Burwell of 
Nelson Mullins in Greenville, 
who was able to follow through 
on a request his father made 
seventeen years ago, shortly 
before his death. 
 
The senior Burwell had been a 
squadron commander of the 
14th Air Force in World War II. 
On October 23, 1944, during 
the closing of the Salween 
Campaign in Tenchung, 
China, a Japanese army 

colonel surrendered his defeated regiment's military flag to Major Burwell. 
 
Four decades later, Lewis Burwell, who had risen to the rank of colonel, wanted to return the flag. 

 
Although the elder Burwell died in 1988, Buzz Burwell wanted 
to honor his father's wishes. 
 
On Sunday, at the South Carolina delegation meeting that 
served as a kick-off to the SEUS Japan conference, Mr. 
Burwell finally had the opportunity to return the regiment flag.  
 
Captain Shizuo Kikuchi, a Zero pilot in Okinawa, accepted the 
flag from Mr. Burwell. Captain Kikuchi and Colonel Burwell met 
in 1979 through a business association. The relationship 
developed into a friendship that lasted until Lewis Burwell's 
death.  
 
A representative of the defeated Japanese regiment that 
surrendered the flag in 1944 could not be found. Captain 
Kikuchi continues to try to locate a survivor or family member of 
the regiment. 
 
Pictured above: Buzz Burwell of Greenville presents a 
Japanese battle flag to Captain Shizuo Kikuchi of Japan. 
Commerce Secretary Bob Faith looks on. 
 

 
 
 

Magic Johnson Visits Eastover to Celebrate First of Five Empowerment Centers  
Earvin "Magic" Johnson and the Magic Johnson Foundation, in partnership with Commerce, Richland County School District One, and 
HOPE worldwide SC, officially launched the first of five South Carolina Community Empowerment Centers on September 27 at Webber 
Elementary School in Eastover.  
 
Governor Mark Sanford and Commerce Secretary Bob Faith were also on hand to celebrate the opening. 
 
Commerce is contributing significant funding toward the $3 million initiative, which also includes centers in Bennettsville, Greenwood, Lake 
City, and Orangeburg. 
 
Secretary Faith got the idea to contact the Magic Johnson Foundation in 2003 after he read an article in the Wall Street Journal about the 
Empowerment Centers. He noted how they were geared toward helping citizens in urban areas overcome education and employment 
obstacles, and realized that rural citizens face those same problems. 
 
The five Palmetto State Empowerment Centers will be the first the Magic Johnson Foundation has located in non-urban areas. 
 
The centers will serve as "one-stop" facilities to provide youth and adults with access to technology and educational resources that will help 



them improve their academic performance and prepare for employment. The five centers will serve more than 200,000 socially and 
economically disadvantaged South Carolinians.  
 
Services at the centers will include adult education, basic skills training, English as a second language education, entrepreneurial 
programs, literacy training, web-based interactive learning, and leadership development.  
 
The centers will also help citizens prepare for employment opportunities via resume preparation, technology training, internships, job-
shadowing, interview coaching, job-readiness, and career counseling services.  
 
 
 

2005 Job Creation and Investment  
As of October 28, Commerce has assisted with the creation of 7,801 jobs and $1.58 billion in capital investment by new and expanding 
companies in 2005.  
 
These numbers are the result of Commerce's focus on targeted recruitment, ongoing support of existing companies, and involvement in 
communities around the state that need assistance in making themselves more attractive to industry.  
 

 
SC Film Commission Adds Staff  
Tom Clark has joined the Film Commission to develop and manage the film grants program that was created with the passage of the 
expanded film legislation. This new initiative will help build the state's film industry by creating professional-level projects designed to allow 
for collaboration between professionals and film students from South Carolina's institutes of higher education. The program will enable 
Palmetto State film students to be even more industry-ready upon graduation.  
 
According to Jeff Monks, South Carolina Film Commissioner, Clark will also serve as a liaison to in-state film projects, addressing clients' 
needs and demonstrating best practices to "create a win-win-win solution for the project, the community in which it films, and the state." 
 
Clark has 30 years of experience in television, radio, film, and multi-media production and management. He has worked in various 
capacities on a wide range of projects, including complex presidential debates, college football, drama, documentary and series television 
programs, and international shoots.  
 
Carrie Young is leading the Film Commission's efforts to convert nearly 250,000 photo images into a new digital format, reducing the time 
in which Commission staff can respond to requests for information from days to minutes. Using software developed specifically for the Film 
Commission by Reel-Scout™, clients will have access to secure URL links containing location and other information that is accessible 
anytime, anywhere. 
 
A graduate of the University of South Carolina, Young returned to South Carolina after spending time in Africa, France, and Washington, 
DC, where she worked as a researcher for National Geographic magazine's art department, gaining experience in cutting-edge digital 
imaging software.  
 
 

Commerce Project Managers On the Move to Market South Carolina  
Here's a quick snapshot of what some of Commerce's Global Business Development staff members have been up to lately: 
 
Will Williams went to Dallas in conjunction with the Central SC Alliance marketing mission September 18-21. Attendees were David King 
and Mark Simmons of the Central SC Alliance, Allen Burns of Lexington County, John Cadena of SCANA, and Fred Gassaway of the 
Palmetto Economic Development Corporation. They met with 10 consulting firms and two companies, one of which is an active project that 
Commerce and Lexington County are working.  
 
Ann Broadwater recently attended the International Economic Development Council Annual Conference in Chicago, a conference that 
brought together more than 1,500 economic development professionals, site location consultants, and corporate executives. Here's a 
highlight: a best practices session led by corporate executives acknowledged South Carolina as the 3rd-best state in which to do business! 
Commerce Chief of Staff Tim Dangerfield joined Ann for an exclusive networking session where they met with site location consultants.  
 
All roads lead to Munich--or at least that's how it appears: Sam Moses says that the Munich office has become the crossroads for South 
Carolina economic developers visiting Europe. So far this year, Sam and John Stilwell have hosted delegations from Aiken County, 
Charleston County, the Charleston Regional Development Alliance, the Charlotte Regional Partnership, Chester County, Clemson ICAR, 
Spartanburg County, and the Upstate Alliance. Upcoming visitors will include the Central SC Alliance and the Greenwood Partnership 
Alliance. Of course, all these groups are in addition to trips made by Commerce staff, Secretary Faith, and Governor Sanford. Plus, Sam is 
happy to report that many of our private industry allies have stopped by. 
 
 



 
Commerce's CDBG Program Recognized  
The Council of State Community Development Agencies recently awarded the South Carolina CDBG program with its President's Award for 
Innovation. The award recognized the CDBG program's efforts to develop affordable rental housing in seven rural downtown communities. 
 
Between 1997 and 2004, CDBG invested a total of $2.224 million in building projects that resulted in 113 affordable rental units in Chester, 
Clinton, Great Falls, Lancaster, Mullins, Union, and York. The beneficiaries of these new housing projects were 197 low- and moderate-
income individuals, many of whom were senior citizens. 
 
CDBG worked in collaboration with public and private partners to complete the transformation of historic buildings in these communities' 
downtown areas to affordable rental housing. These projects can be replicated by other communities, not only in South Carolina, but 
throughout the country, further fostering downtown revitalization and renewal. 
 
 

 

Sneak Peak: 2006 South Carolina Rural Summit  
The 2006 Rural Summit will be as meaningful as ever, with a terrific lineup of speakers that includes 
Jack Schultz, author of Boom Town USA: The 7 1⁄2 Keys to Big Success in Small Towns.  
 
As Forbes magazine writes, "What causes some communities to boom even as others slowly die? Jack 
Schultz knows the answer." 
 
This year, Summit attendees will gather in North Charleston at the Embassy Suites Hotel 
Airport/Convention Center. For more information, to reserve a room for the Summit, or to take a virtual 
tour of this terrific facility, click here or call 1-843-747-1882. Be sure to mention the South Carolina Rural 
Summit to get the special conference rate. 
 
To learn more about this year's Summit, check out the Commerce web site at 
www.sccommerce.com/scrs2006 or call 803-737-1876 for more information.  
 

See you on March 6! 
 
 

Commerce Promotes New Market Tax Credits  
Commerce is working with economic developers and business prospects to use the New Market Tax Credit (NMTC) program to spur 
investment in some of the state's low-income communities. 
 
New market tax credits are federal tax incentives that were authorized by Congress in 2000. About 40 percent of the communities in South 
Carolina qualify for this program, and Commerce is working with a number of lenders to help businesses and communities take advantage 
of the program.  
 
To promote this effort, the agency has added a new page to its web site that describes what projects would qualify for NMTC and highlights 
some of the available buildings that may be eligible under NMTC guidelines. To view the page, visit 
http://www.sccommerce.com/newmarket.html. 
 
For more information or assistance, contact Tony Smith at 803.737.1115. 
 
 



 
Commerce's International Trade 
Program Leads Successful 
Mission to South Africa  
Five South Carolina companies recently returned 
from a Commerce-led trade mission to South 
Africa. The purpose of this mission was to promote 
the export of South Carolina goods and services to 
South Africa and establish relationships and 
partnerships between that country and South 
Carolina. 
 
Participants included the South Carolina Jobs 
Economic Development Authority (JEDA); the 
Tom Sawyer Company, a public relations and 
marketing firm based in Columbia and 
Washington, DC; Palmetto Synthetics LLC, a 
colorfast synthetic fiber manufacturer in Kingstree; 
Research Technologies, Inc., a Greenville 
manufacturer of an industrial polymer for 
automotive use as well as chemicals used in multi-
ethnic hair care; and American Tower Corp., a 
multi-tenant cellular tower developer and operator. 
 
During two days of meetings in Cape Town and 
three days in Johannesburg, these five companies 
met with more than 60 South African companies 
interested in establishing buying, representation, 
or distribution relationships.  
 
Depending on the needs of each participant, pre-
screened "Gold Key" appointments were arranged 

by the U.S. Foreign Commercial Service in South Africa. The Senior Commercial Officer for South Africa is Johnny Brown, a South Carolina 
native. His presence and enthusiasm proved invaluable and accounted for the tremendous interest generated on both sides of the ocean 
for this mission and for future opportunities between South Carolina and South Africa. 
 
During the mission, more than 50 South African companies attended a video conference and presentation that began with welcoming 
remarks by Clarke Thompson and Amy Thomson of Commerce via video-conference directly from South Carolina.  
 
Melissa McLeod, Commerce's trade manager for Africa, then gave an introductory briefing on establishing and doing business in South 
Carolina. Carolyn Sawyer of the Tom Sawyer Company followed with a presentation on marketing techniques that are successful in the 
United States and South Carolina in particular.  
 
Also, Elliott Franks described 
the mission of JEDA, which is 
to enhance the business and 
economic climate of South 
Carolina through loans, 
investments, exports, and the 
promotion of services and 
capital revenue produced 
within the state.  
 
The tools available to 
investors in South Carolina 
inspired much interest in 
South African companies 
exploring opportunities 
overseas. 
 
For more information on doing 
business in South Africa, 
please contact Melissa Moïse 
McLeod at Commerce, 
803.737.2164 or 
mmcleod@sccommerce.com.  
 
Pictured above: 
Front row--David and Celeste Poston, Palmetto Synthetics; and Johnny Brown, US Commercial Service 
Back row--Carolyn Sawyer, Tom Sawyer Company; Elliott Franks, JEDA; Melissa McLeod, SC Commerce 
 
Not pictured: Lonzell Graham, Research Technologies; and Kevin Corrigan, American Tower International 
 
 
 
 

Vice President of El Salvador Visits South Carolina  
Commerce hosted Ana Vilma de Escobar, vice president of El Salvador, September 26-28. The purpose of her visit was to promote two-



way trade between our two countries, made easier as a result of the recently passed Central American and Dominican Republic Free Trade 
Agreement, also known as CAFTA. 
 
Vice President de Escobar made appearances in Charleston, Greenville, and Columbia, in addition to touring BMW, Jarden Plastics, and 
Idea LLC. She and her delegation also met one-on-one with several Palmetto State companies; Vice President de Escobar even called 
directly to powerful contacts in El Salvador during these meetings to get questions answered and make contacts for the companies.  
 
The region created by CAFTA is the second-largest export market in Latin America and the 10th-largest market in the world for U.S. 
exports. Last year, South Carolina exported more than $334 million in goods and services to the region. Of that, El Salvador proved to be 
the state's largest CAFTA-region importer, purchasing some $71 million in goods.  
 
Pictured above: Vice President de Escobar (center) and her delegation, along with S.C. Department of Commerce and U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce staff. 
 
 

Trade Mission to Guadalajara and Monterrey Set for March 2006  
Mexico is one of South Carolina's best trading partners! Our state's third-largest export market, Mexico purchased some $868 million in 
products and services from South Carolina last year--a 16% increase compared with the previous year. 
 
The U.S. accounts for nearly 75% of total trade with Mexico, making it our country's second-largest trading partner since NAFTA was 
implemented in 1994. Mexico's geographic proximity to the U.S. has strengthened the manufacturing industry with thousands of factories 
near the U.S.-Mexico border. Marketing to these manufacturers offers substantial opportunities for U.S. firms. 
 
This week-long mission will focus on connecting South Carolina businesses with opportunities in Mexico. Participation in this event will 
include 
 
• One-on-one appointments with qualified potential business partners, arranged and screened by the U.S. Commercial Service  
• Translators for all meetings  
• Market briefings in both Guadalajara and Monterrey  
• Admission as a visiting supplier to the 12th Annual Expo Manufactura trade show, Mexico's largest metalworking and manufacturing 
exhibition  
• Admision to Expo Manufactura exhibitors and U.S. Pavilion reception  
• Pre- and post-mission assistance from mission coordinators  
• Tour of manufacturing facility in Monterrey  
• City tour of Guadalajara  
• Special embassy rates for all hotels  
• Delegate VIP events in Guadalajara and Monterrey  
• Individual listing in the South Carolina mission handbook, which will be distributed at all delegate events in Guadalajara and Monterrey  
• Individual MITA membership for 2006  
 
Participation fee: $1,600 
 
The mission is being sponsored by the city of Columbia in cooperation with the S.C. Department of Commerce, S.C. Export Consortium, 
and U.S. Department of Commerce. 
 
For more information, visit http://www.buyusa.gov/southcarolina/mexico.html 
 
 

 
Nucor, Alcoa Rank Tops in State's Recycling 
Efforts  
The South Carolina Recycling Market Development Advisory Council 
recognized Nucor Steel, Mid-Carolina Steel & Recycling, and Earth 
Protection Services Inc. as the state's top recycling businesses at an 
awards ceremony held last month in Greenville. Chris Fisher, a 
Charleston entrepreneur who owns Fisher Recycling, was named 
Recycler of the Year. 
 
The awards presentation took place during the second annual Recycling 
Business Forum, which was held at the Michelin Conference Center. 
Participants of the day-long seminar learned about recycling market 
trends, existing business resources, and the growth of sustainable 
development in South Carolina. 
 
As part of the Council's partnership in the Business Recycling Assistance 
Program, Alcoa Mount Holly was recognized for its efforts to recycle 
materials and reduce waste in the large industry recycling category, and 
Chicago Pneumatic Tool Company of Rock Hill was recognized as the 
small industry recycling winner. S&T Grading and Excavation of 
Lexington was honored for its construction and demolition recycling 
efforts, while Greenville County was honored for its program to increase 

recycling in the county's offices. 
 
Collins Home and Family Ministries of Seneca received an honorable mention for the organization's recycling efforts, and Clarence "Red" 



Hermann of Michelin Tire Corporation was awarded special recognition for his service on the Recycling Market Development Advisory 
Council. 
 
Pictured above: Gerry Fishbeck, chair of South Carolina's Recycling Market Development Advisory Council, poses with Chris Fisher of 
Fisher Recycling. Fisher was named Recycler of the Year by the Council. 
 
 
 
 

Web Tool Assists Businesses with Registrations, Licenses, and Permits  
South Carolina Business One-Stop (www.scbos.com) is a centralized online destination for businesses seeking to secure licenses, 
registrations, and permits. 
 
Designed with the small business owner in mind, the site walks users through the process of registering a new business and obtaining 
appropriate licenses or permits. The system asks simple, relevant questions, collects data, facilitates payment via credit card or electronic 
funds withdrawal (EFW), submits applications to the appropriate agency, and communicates with various agencies in a single, convenient, 
and secure online transaction.  
 
Created to save new businesses time and resources by centralizing tasks and eliminating the need to travel to multiple state offices, 
SCBOS is the result of collaboration among the state departments of Revenue, Commerce, Labor, Insurance, and Health and 
Environmental Control; the offices of the Secretary of State, Treasurer, and the Comptroller General; the SC Budget and Control Board, the 
Employment Security Commission, the South Carolina Chamber of Commerce, the Municipal Association of South Carolina, the SC 
Association of Counties, the University of South Carolina Small Business Development Center, SCANA Corporation, and the United States 
Internal Revenue Service.  
 

 
Railways Adopts 
New Paint Scheme  
South Carolina Public 
Railways presently operates 
eleven locomotives. Until 
recently, only three of the units 
were identified with South 
Carolina Public Railways 
markings, with other units 
carrying the name of one of 
the railroads that are operated 
by SCPR (the Port Utilities 
Commission of Charleston, the 
Port Terminal Railroad, and 
the East Cooper & Berkeley 
Railroad).  
 
This past year, SCPR decided 
to obtain its own reporting 
mark from the American 
Association of Railroads to 

create a common identity for all its locomotives, and to create a "brand" around the South Carolina Public Railways name.  
 
A new paint scheme and logo were needed to clearly identify the units. Railways employees helped with that endeavor, and Doug 
Campbell, manager of mechanical operations and maintenance, took the lead, creating a number of possibilities. Potential paint schemes 
were circulated to several employees who provided continual input until a final decision was made and approved. 
 
Unit 1740 was renumbered with the new reporting mark and painted with the new paint scheme this year. It is now SCRX 2003. The 
transition has been met with very good results. SCRX 2003 has been placed in service on the East Cooper & Berkeley Railroad, and a 
number of positive comments have been received from the public at large. The painting of this unit has brought a sense of pride among 
employees that will be enjoyed for years to come as Railways continues its efforts to maintain equipment in the best possible condition.  
 
SCRX 2004 has since rolled into service, and SCRX 2005 is scheduled to roll out in the first quarter of 2006. 

 


