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from behind the palmettos 
Welcome to Aiken: thoroughbred capital, town of gracious living, a generally 

great place to be. 
The area now known as Aiken was visited by European explorers as early as 

1521. Later Spanish expeditions came in search of treasure and converts. 
Although Aiken, far up the Savannah River, seems to be an unlikely crossroads for 
the early adventurers, the area known as Silver Bluff attracted the likes of Hernan
do De Soto and Dr. Henry Woodward. With the early explorations, there began 
the solid traditions upon which the town was built. Aiken's Monsignor George 
Lewis Smith tells us of the early years. 

As the town became known for its hospitable climate and general amiability, 
winter-weary Northern visitors established the Aiken Winter Colony. Such a 
grand style of living must have homes which bespeak its excellence, and Aiken has 
its share of noteworthy dwellings-as Vivian Milner tells us in "Aiken's Architec
tural Eloquence." 

With the Winter Colonists came, eventually, the thoroughbreds. Aiken 
became the training grounds and proving grounds for some of the finest race
horses in recent history. And of these great competitors, 25 outstanding horses are 
honored in the Aiken Thoroughbred Racing Hall of Fame, which opened in 1977 in 
the carriage house of Hopeland Gardens, one of the aofrementioned great Aiken 
homes. The Hall of F amers' combined earnings fall just shy of $8 million, and their 
statistics are impressive. The likes of Tom Fool, Stage Door Johnny, Late Bloomer 
and, one of the greats, Kelso are memorialized. Francis Buraczynski, who has just 
joined our staff, visited the Hall of Fame and provides our story. (We here wish to 
thank most sincerely Mrs. Whitney Tower, who went to great troubles to aid us in 
our coverage of the Hall of Fame.) And Sen. J. Strom Thurmond, in an exclusive, 
proffers his affectionate thoughts on the town. 

As usual, though, we have more: Robert Rosen contemplates that magnificent 
structure known as the great Cooper River Bridge on its 50th anniversary. 

Ben Greer's "The Lie" arrives as the Slammer and Halloween novelist's first 
published short story. 

With the coming of The Great Santini's film premiere in Beaufort, we offer our 
readers another look at Pat Conroy's novel upon which the movie is based. 

It's about time for the State Fair, again, so Martha Woodham tells us what we 
can expect for the 110th edition. 

And we begin the issue by visiting with those venerable bluegrass musicians, 
Snuffy Jenkins, Pappy Sherrill, Greasy Medlin and the Hired Hands. (Author Harry 
Hope says "many thanks" to Pat Ahrens Stribling.) 
Randall McKissick is a native South 
Carolinian who has exhibited in Paris 
and New York, and won over 15 awards 
of merit and excellence from such art 
critics as the New York Society of Il
lustrators, the Advertising Club of New 
York and the Southern Creativity 
Show. 

Cover: Fall in Aiken means polo, 
among other horse-related diver
sions. A lively game is caught by a 
photographer for the S.C. Depart
ment of Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism. 



table of con ten ts 
features 

departments 

Readers' Comments 

Hill Songs, Train Songs, and One 
Sweet Waltz or Two 
by Harry Hope 

The Aiken Thoroughbred Hall of Fame: 
Holy Ground for the Horse 
by Francis Buraczynski 

Silver Bluff: The Early Years 
by Monsignor George Lewis Smith 

Aiken's Architectural Eloquence 
by Vivian Milner 

Wilde Wood 
by Juel Baker 

October Efforts 
by Bob Bailey 

The State Fair's Special Magic 
by Martha Woodham 

Crockpot Soups and Sandwiches 
by Mable Hoffman 

Renovating the Older Home: Bathrooms 
by Michael Whatley 

The Cooper River Bridge 
by Robert Rosen 

Scene from The Great Santini 
by Pat Conroy 

Palmetto Profiles: John Gaver 
John R. Folsom 

Fiction: The Lie 
by Ben Greer 

Poetry: On a Farm in Saluda County 
by Jim Peterson 

Sandlapper Bookshelf 

Happenings 

Sandlapper Shopper 

columns 

Expression 

October 1979 

8 

16 

22 

24 

32 

40 

44 

53 

57 

59 

62 

4 
30 

36 

50 

67 

69 

69 

72 

PUBLISHER 
Gerald D. Drucker 

ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER AND 
GENERAL MANAGER 
Charles Alexander 

MANAGING EDITOR 
Harry Hope 

ASSOCIATE EDITOR 
Orin Anderson 

SENIOR EDITOR 
Franklin Ashley 

ART DIRECTOR 
Kathryn Howard 

ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER/ 
ADMINISTRATION 
Bettina Drucker 

ASSISTANT TO THE PUBLISHER 
Donna Clontz 

CIRCULATION MANAGER 
Caroline Taylor 

ADVERTISING SALES 
REPRESENTATIVES 
Bob Moore 
Francis Buraczynski 
Sally McDonald 

GARDENING EDITOR 
Bob Bailey 

BUILDING/DECORATING 
CONSULTANT 
Michael Whatley 

EDITORIAL ASSOCIATE 
Pam Sturrock 

SANDLAPPER-THE MAGAZINE OF SOUTH 
CAROLINA (ISSN 00364290) October 1979, Vol
ume 12, Number 10. Published monthly by Grey
Stone Publishers, Inc., Gerald D. Drucker, president 
and chairman of the board; Bettina Drucker, first 
vice-president. 

MAILING ADDRESS: All correspondence and 
manuscripts should be addressed to P.O. Box 1668, 
Columbia, S.C. 29202. Second-class postage paid at 
Columbia, S.C. and additional offices. Subscription 
rates: $12 a year in the United States and posses
sions; foreign countries $15. Add 4% sales tax for 
South Carolina subscriptions. Editorial and adveJ'tis.. 
ing offices are located at 3830 Forest Drive, Colum
bia, S.C. tel. (803) 738-9586. 

CopyrightC 1979 by Greystone Publishers, Inc. 
Sandlapper is a registered trademark. All rights re
served. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
without written permission. Any similarity between 
the people and places in fiction and semi-fiction in 
this magazine and any real people and places is pure
ly coincidental. 

ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVES: New 
York: Catalyst Communications, Inc. "Metronet," 
274 Madison Ave., New York, N.Y. 10016, tel. (212) 
684-6661. Los Ange/es: Prestige Magazine Group, 
Inc. , 5455 Wiltshire Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif. 90036, 
tel. (213) 933-9283. Chicago: Fox Associates, Inc., 
200 E. Ontario St., Chicago, Ill. 60611, tel. (312) 649-
1650. Charleston: Sally McDonald, 1400 Camp Road, 
Charleston, S.C. 29412, tel. (803) 79~. 

Notice to writers, artists and photographers: 
Because of the heavy volume of stories, poems, 

proposals, photographs and illustrations submitted 
to Sandlapper, we cannot assume responaibility for 
any unsolicited material. Return postage must ac
company aD manuscripts, drawings and~ 
however, the editors cannot guarantee the return or 
preservation of any submissions. Query before sub
mitting material. 



4 

Sit back. .. Relax. .. 
!It's your 
backyard. 
And what better way to 
enjoy your freedom than in 
the privacy of your own 
back yard. The Seminole 
Stockade,just one 
example of how to enjoy 
the peace and quiet that 
you deserve. So if it's a 
privacy-type fence that you 
have in mind . . . call us . 
We've got it. 

' Columbia 
Charleston 
Greenville 

356-4565 
797-5020 
242-5786 

~ 
~ 

~FARMERS& 
Ill MERCHANTS BANK 

Member F.D.l.C. 

ESTABLISHED 1906 

• Aiken • Belvedere 
• Clearwater • Edgefield 
• Graniteville • Johnston 
• Kalmia Plaza • North Aiken 
• North Augusta • South Aiken 

readers' 
COlllITI en ts 

What Ideas , opinions and comment.a do you have about this 
luue of your magazine? We're anxfou.s to hear what you think, 
so this column Is all yours - please drop us a line. 

Historic Camden 
On behalf of the Camden District 

Heritage Foundation and Historic 
Camden, I want to thank you for the ex
cellent article on Historic Camden. We 
were extremely fortunate to have been 
able to include your June magazine in 
our last grant application package and I 
am convinced that the visual impact 
greatly enhanced our chances. 

As one final note, I would like to 
acknowledge the tremendous assis
tance Historic Camden has received 
from the South Carolina Department of 
Archives and History. Our success 
story would never have been realized 
without their fine assistance . 

Again, thank you for your interest 
and support. 

Hope H. Boykin, 
Executive Director, 
Historic Camden 
Camden 

Barbecue Home-Style 
Being a "country girl" and being 

busy with canning and freezing, I just 
got around to reading Orin Anderson's 
barbecue article in the July Sand
lapper. 

It's too bad you have unpleasant 
memories of Turbeville, because you 
were in the "Puddin' Swamp" area 
where the best barbecue in the world is 
cooked. 

The best time to sample. is 
Christmas Eve when the air is thick with 
the smoke of black-jack oak (not 
hickory) and every family is either 
cooking under a barn shed or joining 
with other families to cook 10-12 
porkers. 

Lois Ann Coker 
Turbeville 

Sandlapper 



Thank you Mrs. Coker. This 
Christmas Eve, if you happen to see a 
jolly fat man who is not wearing a red 
suit, don't shoot! It might be Orin. 

Incidentally, the portraits of happy 
eaters appearing with the July barbe
cue article were photographed by Dick 
Anderson of Charleston. 

Think Scottish 
We of the Scottish Society of 

Charleston (the sea-level section of the 
Highlands) thank you for your interest 
and your fine article on the Annual 
Scottish Games. 

Ron Guerry, 
Information Chairman, 
The Scottish Society 
of Charleston 

Woodstoves 
Your story on woodstoves in the 

current issue of Sandlapper has con
vinced me. I was glad to see that even 
though I don't have a chimney, I can 
still have a woodstove. Thanks. 

Jake Wilson 
Greenville 

As a loyal reader of Sandlapper, I 
wonder if you anticipated the 
woodstove revival. On the cover of the 
January 1978 issue is a wonderful old
fashioned wood-burner that brought 
back some fine memories of my grand
mama's kitchen. It is good to see the 
woodstove making a come-back. 

George Parker 
Augusta, Ga. 

When I went to my local wood
stove dealer, he told me that there was 
woodstove shortage, even this far 
ahead of the season. It looks like you 
people started a stampede. 

Jim Simpson 
Spartanburg 

It's not ESP. We just figured that 
the oil crisis would cause people to look 
for other fuels. And what better way 
than the time-tested woodstove! 

Renovation 
Michael Whatley's monthly col

umn is sure welcome. It is good to see 
someone who is fixing up our beautiful 
old South Carolina houses. 

October 1979 

Isabel Martin, 
Myrtle Beach 

The 
Common 

Sense 
House 

An energy efficient home built to save energy 
and money. 

The Common Sense House is a plan for signif
icantly reducing the use of energy in the home 
without sacrificing beauty, comfort, or convenience. 

If you are planning to build a new home, ask 
CP&L about the energy-saving features of the 
Common Sense House. 

CP&L 
Carolina ~ a Light eomp.ny 

CLookjng for~ 

-

c_AutJientic Period 
I@storatiori CJ/ardwiire ? 

We can help -- whether you are involved in 
"Old House Restoration", ''Historic Build-
ing Preservation", "Recycling Antique 
Interiors" or "Building a New Home" ac
cording to early traditions. 

Baldwin offers an extensive line of quality 
locks suitable for buildings of Colonial and 
Victorian architecture. Our locks and related 
hardware pieces are faithful reproductions 
cf the best designs of these periods. Equally 
important, Baldwin locks are built with 
modern security features to meet present
day protection requirements. 

rwckeyn 
'--'l._jjro.s.~ 

9/arf 
DISTINCTIV E tl·R:--ITLRI 

900 S. Pine St. • Spartenburg • 585-9281 
Laurel Bay Shopping Center • Beaufort • 846-8101 
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Special Occasion? For your Honeymoon or Anniversary (or other 
special celebration) Discover a Special Place-

Indigo 
Inn 

A unique visit to nearby Charleston with accommodations in the hub of 
all the night-life activities 

Exquisite antebellum room with four-poster queen-size beds, antique 
reproduction furniture, and meticulous appointments. Tariff includes Hunt 

Club Breakfast each morning, and daily papers. 
Meeting at Pinckney Streets in Historic Old Charleston, 

South Carolina 29401 Phone (803) 577-5900 

SAVINGS AND LOAN 

"WHERE YOU SAVE DOES MAKE A DIFFERENCE" 
Serving Western South Carolina with offices in 
AIKEN, SOUTH AIKEN, BARNWELL, CLEARWATER, 

EDGEFIELD, JOHNSTON, NORTH AUGUSTA AND 

McCORMICK 

HOME OFFICE 

107 Chesterfield St. 

Aileen, South Carolina 29801 

S.C. Vacation 
It's about time somebody stood up 

for South Carolina and all the great 
places in the state to spend your holi
day. I'm glad to see Sandlapper show
ing us all what a fine vacation area we 
live in. If people would visit some of the 
places you talk about instead of going 
out of state to somewhere half as good, 
we'd save money and gas (and have a 
better time). 

Bob Hunter, 
Darlington 

Hi-Light Onion Bread 
Please, please print the rest of the 

onion bread recipe in the August issue. I 
have turned page 27 a zillion times and 
the rest never appears on page 28. 

Vona DuPre, 
Atlanta 

For Mrs . DuPre and all of our 
friends who searched in vain, our 
deepest apologies and the rest of the re
cipe which disappeared into page 27% 
(Harry Hope explains these accidents 
of printing on page 64 of the June issue): 
Preheat oven to 375 degrees F. Bake 45 
to 55 minutes, until deep golden brown. 
Remove from oven and brush tops with 
butter or margarine. Remove from 
pans and cool on a wire rack. Bon ap
petite! 

Arts Addresses 
In Sand/apper's promotion of 

South Carolina art and artists, could 
you please give me the name and ad
dress of the person in charge of mem
bership of the South Carolina Water
color Society? 

Rita J. Elliott 
Walden, Tenn. 

The South Carolina Watercolor 
Society ( open only to persons living in 
South Carolina) may be contacted by 
writing to 

Mrs. Scottie Hodge 
Tempo Gallery 
125 West Stone Ave. 
Greenville, S .C. 29609 

Those from out of state are eligible for 
membership in the Southern Water
color Society 

c/ o Mr. Marcus Durlach 
6025 Lakeshore Drive 
Columbia, S .C. 29206 

Sand/apper 
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Train Songs, Hill Songs and One 
Sweet Waltz or Two 

A
pril 9, 1976: At the Lexington 
County Bluegrass Festival at Lex
ington District Stadium, a stiff 

wind blowing through the football field 
and curving around the flatbed trailer 
where The Hired Hands are playing 
only drives the 32-degree chill deeper to 
the marrow. There are some 1,000 
people in the stands and sprawled out 
on blankets, those on the ground 
looking up to Pappy Sherrill, Snuffy 
Jenkins, Greasy Medlin, Randy Lucas, 
Harold Lucas, Kenny Meggs and "pret
ty little Beth Crider." Despite the cold, 
there is midsummer lightning onstage. 

Just about everyone there at 
"Wildcat Holler" tonight has heard it 
all-or heard of it all-before. That 
makes no difference. This is better than 
3-D film, guadraphonic sound , 
Betamax or any of the other modern in
sulations. Snuffy's five-string banjo rip
ples; Pappy's fiddle slides. Kenny 
Meggs slaps his bass fiddle. Together 
they tumble, then fire, then send the 
old-time music echoing out into the hills 
and hollers from whence it came. After 
a sweet rendition of Pappy's "Cherry 
Blossom Waltz," Snuffy brings out the 
"Confound Contraption" -a wash
board outfitted with woodblock, frying 
pan, cow bell, bicycle horn-and it's 
"Alabama Jubilee," unalloyed and fresh 
from the salad days of ragtime. Greasy 
stands at the mike, his voice rasping 
and complaining that "some Democrat 
done stole half a hawg out my smoke
house." Snuffy, properly outraged, 
fairly squeals into his mike, "But how do 
you know it was a Democrat who stole 
half your hawg?" And right in the middle 
of Floyd Spence Second Congression
al District Republican country, Greasy 
fires back, " 'Cause if it was a Republi
can, he'd a'stole the whole damn 
thing." 

Yeeeeeeeeee-haaaaaaaaaaaaah. 
And as the cinders fly and black 

smoke rolls from "C & NW Railroad 
Blues" the door on the bus proclaiming 
"Lester Flatt and the Nashville Grass 
Direct from the Grand Ole Opry" 
opens, and into the night air steps one 
of Lester's boys in his seersucker jack
et and Stetson. Then another Stetson, 
and another. All the brims turn up to 
the band on the flatbed. Under the last 
Stetson is Lester himself, frail from his 
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latest surgery and in mind and body a 
whole age away from the man bantered 
with Earl Scruggs on The Beverly Hill
billies. Lester watches, listens and his 
mind reaches back-through a haze of 
smoke, the flash of lights, and the smog 
of Martha White flour-to a pure Blue 
Ridge spring day redolent of a million 
wildwood flowers . 

Three and a half years later, Pappy 
Sherrill, in his Used Car Sales Mana
ger's office at Central Chevrolet in 
Columbia, remembers the night well. 

"Whooo-eeee, it was cold that 
night," he says. Snuffy, sitting nearby, 
offers "Sure was." 

"That was the night we played with 
Lester and his band. Paul Warnes was 
there, too. We know all those boys, we 
all go back a-ways ," Pappy says, 
remembering Bill Monroe when the 
legendary mandolin player was "set
tin' on an old car with tires I wouldn't to 
from here to Cayce on, not knowin' 
which way he was going," or the time 
when Maybelle, Sarah and AP. Carter 
serenaded Pappy from his driveway, 
singing their immortal "Wildwood Flow
er," AP. just chiming in and slipping out 
whenever the mood struck him. "I'd 
give anything in the world to have a 
recording of that," Pappy says. 

Such stories might seem to be the 
product of Pappy's highly touted gift of 
exaggeration, but that's not necessari
ly so. The separate careers of Snuffy 
Jenkins and Pappy Sherrill didn't 
entwine until the 1930's, but Jenkins 
and Sherrill were among those first 
musicians who brought the music out of 
the mountains. 

Dewitt "Snuffy" Jenkins was born 
in 1908 in Harris, N.C . His first instru
ment was a fiddle, which he played like a 
mandolin because he was too small to 
use a bow. He later switched to a guitar, 
and then made his own banjoes. A self
taught musician who plays by ear and 
does not read musical notation, Snuf
fy heard the old songs and adapted 
them to his unusual style of picking 
which so influenced the approach to the 
banjo that Snuffy is considered one of 
the most important musicians in old
time country music. 

Snuffy learned his three-finger 
picking from Smith Hammet and Rex 
Brooks , two natives of Cleveland 

by Harry Hope 

County, N .C . Don Reno and Earl 
Scruggs both count Snuffy as a great in
fluence on their styles, but as Snuffy 
says, "I don't claim to have taught Earl 
or Don, either one. But if they came 
around to where we were playing, 
naturally I'd show them whatever I 
could." 

Don Reno is quoted in Tony 
Trischka's Banjo Song Book as saying, 
"There was other fellas that played with 
three fingers before Snuffy, but he was 
the first one who ever put it together. 
It's like seeing a river winding and you 
don't know where it's going and then 
finally you see it straightened out going 
into the ocean. That's the best way I can 
explain it. When I heard Snuffy, I could 
see that he had unwound something 
and straightened it out to the point 
where it did have a flowing melody to it 
and not a bunch of jerks and stops and 
this, that and the other. He had perfect
ed, as far as I'm concerned, the three
finger roll." 

Homer "Pappy" Sherrill was born 
in 1915 in Sherrill's Ford, N.C. When he 
was seven, "Santy Claus" brought him 
a $1.98 tin fiddle from Sears, Roebuck. 
He still has that fiddle . He remembers, 
"I used to fiddle for my daddy to help 
him sell watermelons. By noon, all ours 
would be sold, and we'd leave the other 
farmers standing out in the hot sun." 
Pappy began taking formal violin 
lessons, and can read music, although 
he usually prefers to play by ear. 

The 1920s were important years 
for that style of American music which 
would eventually be called "bluegrass." 
The old-time muscians like Vernon 
Delhart, Gid Tanner and the Skillet 
Lickers, and the Carter Family all 
began recording. In 1925 WSM in Nash
ville went on the air and began the 
widely imitated WSM Barn Dance. In 
1927 the Barn Dance became the 
Grand Ole Opry. Dewitt Jenkins and 
his brother Ver! began playing square 
dances and fiddlers' conventions. This 
led to their first professional 
appearance in 1934 on WBT-Char
lotte's "Crazy Water Crystals Barn 
Dance ." Homer Sherrill's Crazy 
Hickory Nuts (also called the East Hick
ory String Band) arrived on WBT that 
same year. Pappy's perambulations 
took him to Asheville, N.C. and then 
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Earl Scruggs and Snuffy Jenkins, Columbia Township Auditorium, 1968. 

Atlanta and Raleigh. Snuffy took up 
with J.E. Mainer and his Mountaineers. 
The Mountaineers began with WIS 
radio in Columbia in 1937 and eventu
ally became the WIS Hillbillies. By this 
time, Byron Parker, the "Old Hired 
Hand," had joined as announcer. 

"He could really ad-lib," remem
bers Pappy, who joined the Hillbillies in 
1939. "I don't care if he was sellin' Black 
Draught, Carter's Pill or whatever; he'd 
never look at the copy, just do the 'blab
blab.' He could sell struck matches." 

Between 1937 and 1947 the WIS 
Hillbillies logged in some 250,000 miles 
in the two Carolinas, Georgia, Virginia 
and Tennessee, playing in barns, movie 
theatres, drive-ins, army camps, state 
parks and schoolhouses. Some of the 
stages were real stages; others were 
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illuminated by Kerosene lanterns. 
While on this Kerosene Circuit, the Hill
billies would often do two 90-minute 
shows a night, dividing up the ticket
selling and equipment set-up responsi
bilities. Hard work was no problem; 
some of the working conditions posed 
interesting situations. Pappy remem
bers "we were standing in four puddles 
or sweat, it was so hot. We looked up, 
and the windows were crowded with 
people. There was no air circulating." 

And once, as Snuffy tells the story, 
someone in Aynor tried to sabotage the 
show. 

It seems that on one hot night, 
someone offered the Hillbillies soft 
drinks. The band decided to save the 
treat for after the show. In the car, on 

,the way back to Columbia, th£ Hillbil-

lies refreshed themselves. Only much 
later did someone remember that the 
bottle caps seemed awfully easy to get 
off. 

The saboteur had laced the drinks 
with croton oil, and the effects of the 
purgative soon m.ade their appearance. 
It was a long road, with frequent stops 
and often terrifying physical results. Al
though it wasn't funny then, Pappy and 
Snuffy howl in recounting the prank. 

Pappy claims that in all their travels 
they wore out two cars a year. In 1939, 
they were booked six months solid, and 
if a job fell through on a Monday, Byron 
Parker would have the slot filled by that 
following Friday. 
In 1941 Julian Leonard Medlin joined 
the Hillbillies. 

Greasy Medlin, born in the Dents-

Sandlapper 



ville section of Richland County, had 
been working the tent shows and travel
ing medicing shows since 1923, when he 
was 13. Greasy worked in black face, a 
holdover from the minstrel-show that 
was his show business heritage. 
heritage. 

Byron Parker, the "Old Hired 
Hand," died in 1947; shortly thereafter 
the Hillbillies changed their name to 
"The Hired Hands" in honor of Parker. 

When Columbia's WIS-TV first 
broadcast on Nov. 7, 1953, the Hired 
Hands, which by now included bassist 
Ira Dimmery, were there. They began a 
weekly television program called 
"Carolina in the Morning" which ran 
until 1958, when, as Smuffy puts it, "I 
had to quit on account of my health . . . I 
was starving to death." 

Ending the televisin show by no 
means ended the careers or the 
legends. A 1962 Arhoolie album, "Caro
lina Bluegrass," preserved some of the 
best and strongest of the Hired Hands' 
music. In 1966 Snuffy , Pappy and 
Greasy were made lifetime members of 
the South Carolina Country Music 
Association. In 1970 Snuffy became the 
third recipient-behind Ralph Stanley 
and Bill Monroe-of the Carter Stanley 
award for achievement in the field of 
bluegrass music . The subsequent years 
have seen the loss of Ira Dimmery in 
1971 but the addition of Randy Lucas 
and Beth Crider Weaver, two young 

exponents of old-time music. The dis
tinction between "old-time" music and 
"bluegrass" music is important to Pappy 
and Snuffy. 

"Nowadays you get bands that play 
something like 'Fire on the Mountain,' 
they throw in a little bluegrass whine," 
Pappy says. "They talke the old-time 
music and speed it up four times and call 
it 'bluegrass music Bill Monroe-style.' 
You go to a festival or a fiddlers' conven, 
tion somewhere, you hear eight bands 
all playing in the same key of B. Just be
cause it sounds like Bill Monroe.'' 

Since the early '70s, bluegrass has 
achieved a new popularity which would 
have stunned country music fans ten 
years ago. The new wave began on col
lege campuses, among students tired of 
the 1960s confrontations and the rigors 
of a revolution that never really came 
off. Union Grove, N.C., with its famous 
annual fiddlers' festival, became a new 
mecca of music . The electrified guitars 
were replaced by the more traditional 
wooden ones. Heavy metal gave way to 
the acoustic sound. 

The Hired Hands were not lost in 
the sweep. In 1971, at the University of 
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If you'd like a free booklet descnbmg our distillery tou r, or directions on how to get here, drop us a line. 

FOLKS who tour the Jack Daniel Distillery 
say there's no other tour quite like it. 

No loudspeakers. No standing in line. No 
concession stands. And no charge. But 
unfortunately, no free samples of whiskey. 
(You see, the very county in which we make 
Jack Daniel's is dry.) Still, we think 
you'll enjoy a leisurely stroll through 
the buildings and grounds of our 
Hollow. And we' re certain you'll 
enjoy a sip of Jack Daniel's, in 
countless counties where the law 
is allowing. 

Tennessee Whiskey• 90 Proof• Distilled and Bottled by Jack Daniel Distillery, 
Lem Matlow, Prop. Inc., Route 1, Lynchburg (Pop. 361), Tennessee 37352 

Placed in the National Register of Historic Places by the United States Government. 



-Pclrk Avenue Fabrics 

DRAPERY 
UPHOLSTERY 

SLIPCOVER 
FABRIC 

Drapery 
Prints & Solids 

•2.95-6.10 /yd. 

(
'5.59-14.00/yd.) 

Value, 

Upholstery 

•4.50-9. 95 tyd. 

(
•B.00-35.00/yd) 

value, 

16,000 YARDS IN STOCK 
WE BUY IN VOLUME TO OFFER SUCH SAVINGS 

elpf ul Assistance - Ref erred Labor 
107 Park Ave. SW, Aiken 803/648-2546 

HOURS: 
MON.-SAT.10-S:lS 
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ill . d . ill 
ill 1 terns an serxnces ill 
ill ill ill K><K GENEALOGICAL SERVICES K><>< ><:x>c:><K><><NEEDLEWORKx>c:><>c,oc:>< ill 
ill FORARELATIVELYSMALLINVESTMENT, I ATTEND FOLUNE'S Knit and Bridge Studio ill 

can introduce you to your ancestors, no matter on Oct. 10-11 for a Frame, Needlepoint and ill where they lived. George Franklin Stout, _309 Cross Stitch show from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. ill 
ill S. College Street, Wallace, N.C., 28466 (919) 285- FOLLINE'S KNIT AND NEEDLEPOINT ill 

2842. STUDIO offers the most complete selection of 

ill BOOK INN , Laurensville Lane, Laurens, S.C. needlework supplies in the Southeast. We provide ill ill 29360. Books of local interest bought and sold. the needle artist with all the materials necessary for ill 
ill 

Available again: Laurens County Sketchbook. needlepoint, crewel. cross stitch. knitting, and cro- ill 
Telephone 803-984-2231, 10 A.M.- l P.M. cheting. Items of every description can be found in 

ill our Needlepoint Gallery - including:Trame and ill 
handpainted, custom designed orders of your ill >c:><>c:><>CX>c:><>< BOOKS ::xK:><>c:><>c:><><::>< house. pet, college emblem, professional seal, ill 

ill church kneelers, and coat of arms: (Please allow ill 
COMPLETE SET BACK ISSUES SAND- twoweeksfordeliveryonspecialorders) Graphs. ill 292 colors of DMC thread. Aida and Hardanger ill 

ill LAPPER, January 1971 through December Cloth in all sizes and colors are available for cross ill 
1978. Will sell as package. Best offer. Write stitch. Old fashioned netting and yam for place-ill Taylor-Colfax Company, 3515 Raleigh Drive mats is available for those with a nostalgic flair. For ill 

ill SE, Grand Rapids, Mich. 49508. a nominal fee , we provide our customers with a ill 
finishing service by European trained women for ill pillows. bell pulls. etc. We also offer free instruc- ill 

ill >c:><>c:><>< RESORT PROPERTY:x><:><>c:>< tionswithpurchaseofmaterials. Folline'sKnitand ill 
ill 

Needlepoint Studio. 2926 Devine Street. Colum- ill 
PAWLEYS ISLAND, LITCHFIELD BEACHES, bia. S C. 29205. Phone 799-2482. Hours 10-6, 

ill MURRELLS INLET. AND GARDEN CITY. Large 6 days a week. ill 
selection of oceanfront and water oriented houses ffi and lots. Also plantations and acreage, sales or ><:><>c:> >c><><:><><: POETRY <::><>c:>< K><K><>e ill 

ill 
rentals. Dunes Realty, Inc., P. 0 . Drawer 157. ill 
Pawleys Island, S. C. 29585, phone 803-237- POETRY WANTED for publication in contem-ill 4473; or Dunes Realty, Inc., Adantic Avenue, porary anthology. Submit three poems, SASE, ill ill Garden City, S . C. 29576, phone 803-651-2116. P.O. Box 912, Irmo, SC 29063. ill 
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South Carolina Commons· Room, stu
dents from New York and New Jersey 
were bowled over by the Hired Hands' 
crystal sound. The Yankees cheered as 
loud as the Southerners, especially 
when the Hired Hands played Merle 
haggard's hippy-kickin' "Okie from 
Muscogee." They were flyin' Old Glory 
down at the courthouse, and white light
nin' was still the biggest thrill of all. 

In 1973, Esquire magazine featured 
Snuffy and Pappy in its feature on "The 
Banjo, An Instrument Whose Time Has 
Come-Again." In 1971, the Hired 
Hands had cut "33 Years of Pickin' and 
Pluckin' " for Rounder Records. 1976 
saw "Crazy Water Barn Dance" re
leased by the same company. In be
tween were performances at Wolf Trap, 
and the Hired Hands played for the Chi
cago Folklore Society and the Folklore 
Society of Greater Washington. 

In November 1976 the Hired Hands 
went high-brow when they played with 
the Jaffrey Ballet. 

The four performances were sell
outs at New York's City Center for 
Music and Drama. The lead dancer for 
the performances was Twyla Tharpe, 
who that season was riding her crest as 
one of ballet's most innovative choreog
raphers. 

"You have to see it to believe it," 
Pappy says. "One guy picks this gal up, 
throws her fifty feet up against the wall, 
she lands right on her feet. In ballet, you 
got everything coordinated. Every
thing's moving all over the stage, see. 
One time in rehearsal I put in an extra 
note, maybe two. Music director stop
ped everything and said, "You put in 
that note. Now you'll throw everything 
off.' Things were that planned. 

"Well, that last night, I made a mis
take," Pappy says. "I was tired, had 
things on my mind. You see, we were 
supposed to play songs three and four 
times. One of 'em went on for fourteen 
minutes. Well, like I say, I was tired, and 
at the end I couldn't remember whether 
I'd played that last song once or twice. 
Well, I played it over. That lead dancer, 
it wasn't Twyla that night, heard my 
mistake, improvised an ending and 
saved the whole show. That would have 
been mighty embarassing, me playing 
on while everything else had stopped. 
She saved the whole show." 

Twyla Tharp and her troupe also 
put together a cinema verite film called 
"Country Dance," which aired over 
PBS in early 1977, and all the folks at 
home could see what the Hired Hands 
had done in New York. Some of the 
best dancers in America performed a 
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CRAFT STOVE™BURNER 
Manufactured by National Steelcrafters, Inc. 

The Best Hand-Crafted Stove Money Can Buy 

FOR A SMALL INVESTMENT YOU CAN SAVE 80% OR MORE OF YOUR HEATING BILL FROM NOW 
ON, YEAR AFTER YEAR. 

• EASY INSTALLATION 
• FIRE-BRICK LINED 
• CAST DOORS 
• FORCED AIR SYSTEM 
• QUALITY CONSTRUCTION 
• VARIABLE SPEED SWITCH 
• GLASS FIRESCREEN (optional) 

The Craft Stove Burner is designed to 
fit in an existing fireplace or free 
standing. A double wall, forced air 
model, the Craft Stove Burner is of
fered in four sizes capable of heating 
from 1400 to 3000 square feet. 

The Craft Stove is a designed heating system to use the oldest, least expensive and most available 
fuels in the world, which are wood and coal. The slow efficient burning will utilize up to 80% of the energy 
available in a piece of wood, where conventional fireplaces use only about 10%. The Craft Stove 
requires only two or three wood fills a day. With a Craft Stove in your home you can save up to 80% of 
your energy bill. 

GUARANTEE The design and craftsmanship of 
the Craft Stove Burner with the ingredients of fire 

I box steel and fire-brick make it possible for Nation
al Steelcrafters, Inc. to give the original owner a life
time guarantee on the material and workmanship. 

1 With over 100 dealers in South Carolina, there is a 
Craft Stove dealer near you. WRITE OR CALL: 

FIS WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS 
P.O. BOX 267 

FOUNTAIN INN, S.C. 29644 
(803) 862-3511 



Columbia radio announcer Ben Dekle presents lifetime memberships in the South Ca
rolina Country Music Association to Pappy, Snuffy and Greasy. 

series of square-dance-like sequences 
to "Possum Up a Gum Stump," "Texas 
Quickstep," "Cherry Blossom Waltz' 
and "Alabama Jubilee." 

"What I was looking for," Tharp 
explains in the film, "was a true blue
grass group, somebody non-commer
cial, somebody genuine. And I found 
the Hired Hands when friends in New 
York told me about them." 

Roy Martin, a Chester druggist 
who founded the South Carolina Blue
grass F es ti val held each Thanksgiving 
weekend in Myrtle Beach, reaffirms 
Twyla Tharp's statement: "They've got 
their own act. They don't copy anyone, 
they never did." 

The Hired Hands still perform 60 
or 70 times a year at festivals, fairs and 
for special occasions. Their monthly 
performance at the Columbia Veteran's 
Administration Hospital sponsored by 
the South Carolina Elks Club, is "some
thing we've been doing for about thirty 
years," Pappy says. 

Between performances, Pappy 
and Snuffy-two bluegrass legends
sell used cars and trucks. Greasy-the 
old-time vaudevillian-bides his time 
under the chinaberry tree at the trailer 
park he manages. There has been talk 
of the Hired Hands traveling to Wash
ington for a special show put together 
by the Smithsonian Institute. The show The Hired Hands today. 
will be a tribute to the old vaudeville and 
Chautauqua performers, and Greasy is 
one of the few left. 

At the Lexington County Blue
grass Festival, the Hired Hands have 
finished their part of the show and de
scend the steps from the flatbed trailer. 
Lester Flat and the Nashville Grass pre
pare to go onstage. There is time for a 
few hellos. 

"Hey, Pappy." 
"How're you <loin', Lester. Hey 

Paul." 
"Snuffy, you sounded good up 

there." 
"Thank you, Lester. It's awful 

cold." 
"Don't get too cold to pick, though, 

does it, Snuffy?" 
"Sure don't, Lester. Sure don't." 

Lester Flatt's gone, now; so is Paul 
Warnes. A lot of those old mountain 
boys have gone to join Mother Maybelle 
and A.P. Carter and sing of the circle 
that will be unbroken. 

Harry Hope is managing editor of Sand
lapper. 
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PAST AND FUTURE PERFECT 

The past is one of America's greatest resources' and taking 
a piece of the past and making it a viable part of the future is 
the essence of America. The Williams-Skeen Agency of Aiken 
has done just that. They have taken a tum-of-the-century farm
house and turned it into a modem office with the latest advertising 
technology. 

Gorman Williams and Kathy Skeen appreciate the historical 
importance of Aiken and its fine old homes. That is why they 
have chosen to renovate a Victorian farmhouse as their place of 
business. 

The farmhouse, known as the Banister House for the banisters 
that once enclosed the front porch, has an interesting history. It 
was built in Dunbar on land which is now part of the Savannah 
River Plant. When the plant condemned the site that the house 
stood on, the owner moved it to Aiken to its present location. 

The house has been slightly remodeled by Williams-Skeen. 
They have removed the banisters from the front porch and turned 
it into a gallery to dispfay photographs of property the agency 
is handling. Gorman Williams has coined a unique name for 
this gallery, "porchcase". 

When the house was moved a ghost, one of the former residents 
who died in the house, went with it. The ghost is reputed to 
still be inhabiting one of the offices. The ghost doesn't throw 
things or moan in the night, but it kills plants. Gorman Williams 
claims that they have put more than three dozen plants into the 
haunted office and within a few weeks the plants have all died. 

Though the ghost is an interesting part of the house, it is not 
the only remarkable feature that the house possesses. Williams
Skeen operates the only computer display billboard in South 
Carolina within the real estate industry. 

The billboard is very similar to the scoreboards in many footoall 
stadiums. It is programed in two ways by a key board that resem
bles a typewriter or by a series of card board punch cards fed 
directly into the computer. With this combination the user can 
get any sequence that the programer wishes to display. 

Williams-Skeen uses the billboard to highlight houses, and 
to display property and special public service messages to serve 
the community. Kathy Skeen reports that there is tremendous 
response to the messages on the board. Several properties have 
been sold because they were displayed on the board. 

Both Gorman Williams and Kathy Skeen have a commitment 
to Aiken, not only in its growth but in keeping the past glory of 
the Aiken community alive and growing to a brighter future. 
Through innovations such as their display billboard and utilizing 
fine old houses to their utmost potential (despite ghosts), they 
provide a perfect link between the past and the future. 

-Advertisement-



TheAiken Thoroughbred 
Hall of Fame 

T he first long, cold rays of the winter 
sun slowly spread their light against 
the morning sky. The chimes in St. 

Mary's strike six times, the tones pen
etrating the waking town. Shadowy fig
ures bundled against the cold make 
their way to the stable area. At the first 
sounds outside their stalls the horses 
begin to stamp at the straw on the floor 
of their stalls. They know what is com
ing. 

The horses have already been fed 
several hours earlier by the night watch
man. The food is now well-digested and 
the horses are ready to do the one thing 
in life they love to do: run. A thorough
bred will burst his lungs, rip muscle 
from bone, break a leg, but he will con
tinue to try to run. He is the greatest 
competitor the world has ever known. 

The grooms and exercise boys 
brush the horses down and saddle them 
for their morning workout, then the ex
ercise boy mounts and slowly rides his 
horse to the track. 

The roads in this area of Aiken 
have been left dirt with no blacktopping. 
This is- to protect the horses' hooves. 
As the horses make their way along the 
lanes the subtle squeaking and rubbing 
of leather is heard intermingled with the 
occasional snorting of a horse and the 
clopping of steel horseshoes on the red 
clay. 
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by Francis Buraczynski 

The lanes are covered by large 
magnolia trees that bend and inter
mingle overhead to form a canopy. On 
cold mornings the steam rising from the 
horses is trapped by these overhanging 
branches and gives the impression of an 
early morning fog. 

These scenes have been repreated 
each winter morning since 1942 in 
Aiken, for during the five winter months 
Aiken is the Horse Capital of America. 
To commemorate this and some of the 
truly great horses that have been train
ed in Aiken the people of Aiken have set 
up the Aiken Thoroughbred Racing 
Hall of Fame. 

The Hall of Fame was first con
ceived in 1972, but it was not opened 
until January of 1977. It is located in the 
carriage house of Hopelands Gardens, 
the former estate of Mrs. C. Oliver lse
lin, a noted horsewoman herself, who 
left the estate to the city of Aiken on her 
death in 1970 at the age of 102. 

The Hall of Fame harbors memor
abilia of 25 outstanding horses, from the 
early 1940s until the present day. The 
combined earnings of these horses are 
almost $8 million, averaging more than 
$300,000 per horse . 

The horses are chosen by a panel 
of racing experts in New York. There 
are several criteria for selection. Most 
obviously, the horse must have been 

trained for at least one winter in Aiken. 
A horse is eligible for the Hall of Fame 
only for the years after Aiken training 
and not those before. Second, the 
horse must be of outstanding charac~er. 
This doesn't mean that the horse has to 
win vast sums of money though that 
does help. It's more important the races 
that the horse wins and the manner that 
it performs in them. The horses do not 
have to be retired. Two members, 
Candy Eclair and Late Bloomer, are still 
racing. All that matters is the horse's 
record. 

The Hall of Fame also houses ex
hibits on Aiken's rich polo heritage, field 
legacy of the Bostwicks and the Hitch
cocks, and continued as an active inter
national venue today. During the winter 
a movie theatre shows films on the €X

ploits of famous Aiken horses, on the 
track and in the field. 

The thoroughbreds first started to 
come to Aiken during World War II. Hi
aleah, Fla., where most of. the horses 
wintered, was closed down for the dura
tion, and the owners and trainers 
needed someplace to winter the ani
mals. One of the trainers, Bill Post, sug
gested Aiken. He was from the area and 
knew that the conditions for horses 
were almost ideal. The other trainers 
came down and looked Aiken over and 
liked what they saw: mild winter weath-
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er, sandy soil for hoof protection, and but some of them stand out in his 
water full of minerals to strengthen the memory like beacons. Tom Fool was 
horses. They began building their one such horse. He was sired in 1949. 
stables and shipping their horses down. At the age of two, when most thorough-
The stables that came were among the breds make their racing debut, Tom 
best in the world : Paxson Stable, Fool was kept from competing until 
Bohemia Stable, King Ranch, Claiborne August of 1951 with cracked heels, but 
Farm, Cragwood Stable, Brandywine once he started running there was no 
Stable, Wind Field Farm, Rokeby Sta- stopping him. He came in first in five out 
ble, and Bwamazon Farm. of his first seven races and finished 

But one of the first stables to come second in the other two. He won the title 
to Aiken was Green Tree Stable. Its of Juvenile Colt for 1951. 
trainer, then as now, is John Gaver. He As a three-year-old Tom Fool was 
not only helped to set up the training unlucky. He came down with a fever 
track in 1942, he has four horses in the and cough and missed all three legs of 
Hall of Fame: Devil Diver, Capot, Tom the Triple Crown. John Gaver still won-
Fool, and Stage Door Johnny. ders how the racing history books 

Gaver, who now lives in Aiken, re- might have been changed if his colt had 
members with fondness all of his horses been healthy that year. 

October 1979 17 
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But no matter, there was always 
next year and Tom Fool made up for his 
poor showing as a three-year-old by 
Crown: the Metropolitan, the Subur
ban, and the Brooklyn Handicaps. Only 
one other horse had done this feat and 
that had been Whisk Broom II in 1913. 
Tom Fool went on to win ten out of ten 
races and was voted Champion Handi
capper and Horse of the Year. 

He was retired after his four-year
old season and sired more than three 
dozen money winners, among them 
Buckpasser and Tim Tam, both cham
pions in their own right.Tom Fool spent 
the rest of his years at stud at the Green 
Tree Stable. 

It takes some horses years to 
reach their potential; for others it seems 
to happen overnight. One such horse 
was Green Tree Stable's Stage Door 
Johnny . He burst upon the racing 
scene in a blue-white brilliance and was 
gone as fast as he appeared. Stage 
Door Johnny's entire racing career was 
less than three months but during those 
three months he won the Belmont, the 
Saranac and the Dwyer, along with two 
other firsts and a third. His earnings for 
the 1968 racing season totaled more 
than $200,000. 

Stage Door Johnny's career was 
cut short by a bowed tendon as he was 
preparing for a race. He was immediate
ly retired and began turning out cham
pions. One of his descendants, Late 
Bloomer, is the latest horse to be in
ducted into the shrine. 

During Late Bloomer's first two 
years of racing she showed no signs of 
greatness. She did win three out of her 
five starts as a three-year-old but none 
of them were impressive wins. It was 
not until part way through her fourth 
year that she began to win.She started 
in Florida with a second and a third. As 
the weather warmed she headed north 
and started to win. Her first three wins 
were on grass and just to show what she 
was made of she won her next three 
races on dirt. She is still campaigning 
and doing well. 

Late Bloomer is a Green Tree 
Stable horse, too. She was trained by 
John Gaver- not by the same John 
Gaver who trained Tom Fool and Stage 
Door Johnny, but by his son John 
Gaver Jr. The family tradition is strong 
in the horse industry. A member of the 
Board of Trustees of the Aiken Thor-

Late Bloomer (3) a daughter of Stage Door Johnny is one of two horses in the Hall of Fame 
who are still racing. (Photo by Bob Coglianese). 

Though Tom Fool (4) was retired as a four-year-old, in the three years of his racing career he 
won over half a million dollars. He is seen here winning The Grand Union Hotel Stakes in 
Saratoga August of 1951. (Photo by Bert Morgan). 
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Stage Door Johnny (7) whose brillant career was cut short due to an injury is seen here winning the 1968 Belmont. (All photos this page 
courtesy Thoroughbred Record). 

October 1979 19 



Dublin, Springshow 

Epsom, Post Time #2 Frank Ashley 
oughbred Racing Hall of Fame is Betty Kelso was not your usual horse; he 
Post, daughter-in-law of Bill Post, the had several traits and habits that made 
trainer that helped to start Aiken as a him unusual. One was that he refused 
horse training center back in the early to go anywhere without his pet dog. It's 
1940s. not unheard of for thoroughbreds to 

There are some personalities that have animals that they like to travel with 
not only dominate the sport or the to calm them down. But Kelso liked to 
endeavor that they compete in but also play with his small white dog. The dog 
extend their presence into the main went everywhere with him and even 
stream of American life. Babe Ruth was slept in the same stall as the horse. 
such a personality; Mohammed Ali is Kelso also had an over-abiding love 
another. There is a horse that meets for sweets. If it had sugar in it he would 
this criterion, who many in the racing eat it. His owner, Mrs. DuPont, went so 
world believe was the greatest thor- far as to carry sugar in her pockets for 
oughbred to ever run. He too was an the horse and on special occasions she 
Aiken horse; his name, Kelso. would have the trainers give him an ice 

The statistics on him are impres- cream sundae complete with chocolate 
sive. In the eight years that he raced he syrup, whipped cream and a cherry on 
won $1 ,977,896. Until a few months ago top. 
that was the greatest sum a thorough- Kelso had something that few peo-
bred had ever won. pie and even fewer racing animals have, 

He took part in 63 races during his a fan club. At the height of his racing 
career and won 39, finishing in the mon- career Kelso so captured the American 
ey in 14 others-meaning that he only imagination that several thousand peo-

. finished out of the money ten times in pie nationwide organized a Kelso fan 
his entire racing career. He was named club. 
Champion Handicap Male four times Kelso was finally retired at the age 
and Horse of the Year five times, a feat of nine in 1966. For the next eight years 
that has never been equaled. Mrs. DuPont used him as a foxhunter. 

He was owned by Mrs. Richard In 1974 he was put out to pasture be
DuPont and raced under the Bohemia cause of arthiritis and spent the rest of 
Stable colors . At age two he made his his life wanderingthefieldsofKentuck!,•. 
debut, he wane one race and finished Every March the Aiken Trials are 
second in two others. As a three-year- held. It's the debut of that year's crop of 
old Kelso missed competing in the Trip- two-year-olds that have trained in 
le Crown and this was one of the few Aiken. The event draws more than 
major honors that he did not attain. But 5,000 people to stand along the rail and 
to make up for that he won eight of his watch these young horses take their 
nine starts, was voted Horse of the first long driving strides towards a finish 
Year for the first time and won the Jock- line. The crowd knows that maybe, just 
ey Club Gold Cup, a grueling two-mile maybe, if their legs hold out and if all of 
test that he continued to win for five the breaks go their way, one of those 
years ma row. horses could one day join the very ex-
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elusive club that is honored in the Hall 
of Fame. 

And, honored they will be, even to 
having their portraits painted by famous 
artists. Under the guidance of Mrs. Joan 
Tower, The Aiken Hall of Fame is be
coming a major repository of equine art, 
including the current exhibition of inter
nationally touted portraitist Frank Ash
ley, featured here. 

Aiken seems to be held frozen in a 
moment in America's past when the 
horse was a part of every community, 
and when the horse and man shared a 
common destiny. With the mechaniza
tion of American life the horse became 
an oddity instead of a common occur
ence . Luckily though, there were and 
are some people in America who revel 
in the sheer joy of watching a horse play
fully run across a field on a spring day 
with mane and tail streaming in the wind. 
These are the ones who conceived the 
Aiken Thoroughbred Racing Hall of 
Fame. 

It isn't just the owners and the 
trainers but the citizens of Aiken who 
are responsible for the Hall of Fame. It's 
their devotion and love of thorough
breds that has inspired them to build 
this shrine to equine greatness. Most of 
these people in Aiken have never seen 
these horses compete for a purse but 
they feel enriched at the knowledge that 
they are helping to pass on the great 
tradition of American horses and horse
manship to future generations. The 
horse is part of America's past and with 
places such as the Aiken Hall of Fame it 
will also be part of the future. 

Francis Buraczynski is a free-lance 
writer living in Aiken. He is a former re
porter for WIS-TV in Columbia. 
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YOU'VE READ WHATTHE EXPERTS HAVE SAID ABOUTTHE AUDI 5000. 

NOW READ WHATTHEY'RE SAYING 
ABOUTTHE AUDI 4000 

------<DD-----
FRONT Audi 4000, $7,685' BACK Audi 5000, $9,725' (fully-equipped Audi 5000 "5," $11 ,360• ) 

For some months now, there have been reports from 
the Continent about an exciting new car - "the Audi 
5000s scrappy kid brother''- designed by the same 
team of engineers that created the 5000. 

In the February issue of Road & Track there appeared 
an advance road-test report on this new car, written by R 
& Ts "Letter from Europe" columnist (whose credentials 
as a driver include the winning of the LeMans 24-hour 
classic some years ago). 

Here is what this gentleman had to say about the new 
Audi 4000-or the Audi 80, as it is called in Europe : 

- ----a:ro------
11 

•• • a brilliant piece of engineering .. '.' 

- - --------.... a:ro-----------
" .. . when I tried the car on the 'colonial' tracks of a rival 

manufacturer's proving ground ... there wasn't the 
slightest squeak or rattle. The light weight is obtained 
by proper stressing of the various components of the 
shell and systematical weight saving where it can be 
done without harm to comfort, quality and strength. 
This is a game at which Ferdinand Piech, who leads the 

PORSCHE+AUDI 
Nothing Even Comes Close 

Audi developmental team, was unbeatable when he de
signed racing cars from 1965 to 1972, and he certainly 
hasn't lost his touch'.' 

- -------a:ro~-------
11 • • • by far the best car announced in the past year. In 

fact it's the best full-size European car under two liters'.' 

(-March "Letter from Europe" column, Road & Track) 

- ----a:ro------
Test drive the new Audi 4000, and find out why the 

Europeans are so impressed with it. For nearest 
Porsche+ Audi dealer, call toll-free: (BOO) 447-4700. (In 
Illinois, (BOO) 322-4400.) He can also supply you with 
information on leasing and overseas delivery. 

Available at these fine South Carolina dealers: 

Leroi Cannon Nix 
Porsche - Audi · 

Subaru - Alfa-Romeo 
2124 Gro\€ Pd . 

Greenville, South Carolina 

Volkswagen -
Porsche - Audi & Subaru 
3821 West !3eltline !31vd . 

Columbia , South Carolina 

·suggested retail prices P.O .E. Transp., local taxes and dealer delivery charges 
additional. Metallic paint, additional. 



by Monsignor George Lewis Smith 

When we think of early settle
ments in South Carolina, that of the 
English in 1670 at what is now Charles
ton comes easiest to mind. 

Yet before settlers, there were al
ways explorers who, for whatever their 
assigned or self.ordained purpose, 
were always eager to see the unseen, 
to know the unknown: Theirs was the 
hunger of discovery. 

The logical place for so many ex
plorations to start in the New World 
was the seacoast, and many explorers 
never really wandered very far into the 
mysterious hinterlands. Given this of
ten inescapble fact, it is surprising that 
so many early explorers' paths crossed 
in the Aiken area. Herewith the high 
spots of the early years of the territory 
we now call Aiken. 
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They came with sword, crucifix 
and shovel, those first Spanish explor
ers who ventured into the New World. 
Their two-fold mission reflected the re
ligious and patriotic zeal of the Renais
sance: Seek out and find converts to 
Catholicism and gold for Spain. Al
though Florida and California are rich in 
Spanish heritage, few realize that im
portant inroads were made in South 
Carolina, coming together in the area of 
Silver Bluff, on the South Carolina side 
of the Savannah River. 

The first traces probably go back 
to Lucas Vasquez de Ayllon and his 
Spanish companions, who in 1526 land
ed in Winyah Bay and settled for a time 
near the mouth of the Santee River, 
some 34 years after Columbus' landing 
and about 80 years before the English 
settled in Jamestown. Legend has it 
that Ayllon and his party were told by 
the Santee Indians of the silver and 
pearls near the village of Cofitachiqui 
on the Savannah. Soon after the Ayllon 
expedition's arrival at Cofitachiqui, the 
explorers are said to have contracted 
malaria and died. 

That, at least, was the story heard 
by Hernando DeSoto and his men 
when they arrived at Cofitachiqui in the 
spring of 1540. DeSoto, with 600 cava
liers and some 12 priests, had traveled 
from Florida in search of converts and 
treasure. The Cofitachiqui Indians, af
ter determining that this latest troop of 
white men seemed peaceable and friend
ly enough, led out their princess, borne 
on a litter carried by the chief men of the 
village. She and DeSoto exchanged gifts 
of friendship~she giving the Spaniard a 
triple string of pearls, he giving the prin
cess his signet ring. The Cofitachiqui 
then astonished the travelers by show
ing them several coats of mail and a 
Spanish dagger, and telling them the 
story of the Spaniards' ill-fated pred
ecessors. 

Strata of mica on the high bluff 
gleamed like silver in the sun. DeSoto 
and his men, thinking the mica to be sil
ver, began to dig a canal to divert the 
Savannah at the bend now called Silver 
Bluff so that they could set up their re
fining machinery and equipment in the 
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river bed right under the cliff. Before 
they had done so, however, they found 
out that all is not silver which glistens, 
so in the late spring of 1540 the Span
iards packed their gear and moved 
westward towards the Mississippi. 

Despite their failure to find silver, 
the Spaniards took-by permission 
from the Indians-several pounds of 
pearls from the Cofitachiqui burial 
grounds. Without permission, though, 
they also took along the princess as 
hostage. She escaped later and return
ed with the choicest of the jewels she 
had hastily gathered. 

The DeSoto expedition headed for 
the Mississippi River, where the expedi
tion's leader was to die . Traces of the 
abortive canal dug in search of treasure 
at Cofitachiqui may be seen today. 

The Indians were left in peace for 
about 35 years, until the arrival of Capt. 
Juan Pardo and his expedition. Like De
Soto, Pardo camped at Cofitachiqui, 
erected a cross beside the lions and 
castles of the Spanish banner and 
preached to the gatherings of the na
tives, urging their obedience "to God 
and His Majesty." Pardo described Co
fitachiqui with such eloquence that Pe
dro Menendez de Aviles, who founded 
St. Augustine, expressed a wish to 
make the village his home. 

The English spearhead in the Aiken 
area was the indefatigable Dr. Henry 
Woodward, who came up from the Bar
bados in 1666. During his meanderings 
around Cofitachiqui he noticed the 
mica imbedded and glimmering on his 
moccasins. When he claimed the land 
for England, he named the steep bank 
Silver Bluff. 

From such beginnings have tradi
tions been formed. As colonists began 
filtering through the backwoods, an oc
casional missionary priest would come 
up the Savannah by boat as far as Au
gusta and then trek overland by way of 
Fort Moore, the British outpost on the 
Carolina side of the river, over the pine 
log road and the old Tory trail to Fort 
Granby, from thence to the Piedmont, 
ministering to the bands of Irish Catho
lics who had settled in the region. 

It was indeed a young Irishman, 
George Golphin, who settled at Cofi
tachiqui in 1735 and established a trad
ing post he called Silver Bluff. The fine 
brick house he built was used as a fort 
and held by both sides during the Revo
lution. 

During the War Between the 
States, the Most Rev. Patrick Lynch, 
bishop of Charleston, was appointed 
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minister plenipotentiary from the Con
federate States to the Vatican, and 
Lynch went to Rome in that capacity in 
1863. Although Bishop Lynch was not 
formally received by the sovereign pon
tiff as the Confederate minister, he was 
received as bishop of Charleston. 

While in Rome Lynch became ac
quainted with Bishop lgnatio Persico, a 
native of Naples who had done mission
ary work in India until his health failed 
and he returned to Rome. Lynch told 
Persico of the salubrious pinelands of 
South Carolina and of the blacks then 
living in slavery. 

When the war ended, Lynch pre
pared to return home. Persico, intrigued 
by the possibilities of working with the 
newly freed slaves, finally obtained ec
clesiastical approval in 1867 to join 
Lynch in South Carolina. Upon arriving 
in South Carolina during the worst per
iod of Reconstruction, Persico decided 
that his projected missionary work 
among the freemen was neither practi
cable nor opportune. He traveled to the 
Aiken mission area and, although a 
bishop, served as a simple missionary 
and built the first parish church in Ai
ken, almost on the identical site where 
St. Mary Help of Christians stands 
today. 

Persico became an American citi
zen and continued to serve as pastor 
and missionary priest until his appoint
ment in 1870 to the post of bishop of Sa
vannah. He resigned his see there in 
1872 to return to Rome. In 1878 Persico 
was appointed to the see of Acquino in 
Italy and later was called to Rome and 
made a cardinal by Pope Leo XIII. Be
cause Persico had taken American citi
zenship, he became the second Ameri
can to be appointed a cardinal. The 
man who built the first Catholic parish 
church in Aiken died as a cardinal in 
Rome. 

On Columbus Day, 1975, an out
door Mass at Silver Bluff commemor
ated the 435th anniversary of Hernando 
DeSoto's expedition to the area. In time, 
a monument and shrine may mark the 
site where Holy Mass was offered al
most 440 years ago. This will become a 
place of pilgrimage not only for Catho
lics, but for anyone coming to Aiken for 
the winter as well as those visitors to the 
salubrious city near the Savannah 
River . 
The Right Rev. Monsignor George 
Lewis Smith is pastor emeritus of St. 
Mary's Help of Christians Church in 
Aiken, a parish he served for more than 

. 30 years. 
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Aiken's Architectural 

H 
ouses tell stories of their owners 
and their times. Aiken houses re
veal the lives of the people in this 

unique Southern small city which has 
been an inland farming and railroad 
community, refuge from Low Country 
malaria, famous health resort, horse 
sports haven for some of the wealthiest 
Americans, retirement center and al
ways stimulating place to be. 

Still an elegant residence, the 
W.W. Williams house was built by him 
on his cotton plantation around 1824. 
According to tradition, Williams bought 
the land from the Indians. There was no 
town of Aiken. 

When the South Carolina Canal and 
Railroad Company was organized in 
Charleston in 1828, with William Aiken, 
the father of Gov. Aiken, as president, 
the line was to run from Charleston to 
Hamburg, on the South Carolina side of 
the Savannah River. Williams and two 
other large landowners of the area con
tributed large blocks of land to the rail
road on condition the line was routed 
through their property. The line was the 
first steam railroad in regular service in 
the United States and at that time the 
longest in the world. 
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by Vivian G. Milner 

The remarkable geometrical plat 
drawn by Andrew Dexter and C.O. 
Pascalis for the town was dated Sept. 
24, 1834 and the town was named for 
William Aiken. 

Thirty years later the Williams 
home and family again played a part in 
history. In February 1865, a detachment 
of Union troops commanded by Gen. 
Judson Kilpatrick was sent to destroy 
the cotton mill at Graniteville, just west 
of Aiken. Confederate Gen. Joe Wheel
er took his position in Aiken to stop 
their advance. 

During the battle the home served 
as headquarters for Wheeler's cavalry. 
The second day of the battle was fought 
on Williams' land. 

After the battle, won by the Con
federates, wounded soldiers from both 
sides were tended at the Williams home 
by the women of the family. 

During Aiken's golden age as a 
winter resort for horse loving wealthy 
Northerners, the Williams house was 
bought by John W. Converse. He 
changed tJ-e entrance from the north to 
the south side, added rooms by enclos
ing the top story of a porch and raised 
the third floor dormer to accommodate 
servants quarters. 

Eloquence 

Converse was part of Aiken's fox
hunting, horse-owning set and called his 
place "Chinaberrie." It is now the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. J.V. Burgess. 

The main part ·of the Legare-Mor
gan single-story Southern colonial 
home was built before 1837. It was own
ed by the parents of James Matthews 
Legare, poet, artist and inventor. 

Legare created synthetic wood 
using cotton and tar. Ornate designs 
using the artificial wood were added to 
bookcases and fireplace in his studio 
which he built on the south side of the 
house. 

Thomas Morgan, a British naval of
ficer, bought the house in 1869. He join
ed the studio to the main house. It was 
furnished with fine antiques, including a 
gilt pier mirror, by Morgan's grand
daughter, Catherine Morgan Arbuth
nott, who occupies the house today. 

The Chancellor Carroll house on 
the crest of Kalmia Hill, highest point 
between Charleston and Augusta, is in
volved in further history of Aiken. 

William Gregg, often called the 
father of the Southern textile industry, 
established his first mill in 1845 at Gran
iteville, five miles west of Aiken. A 
Charlestonian, he acquired land on the 
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- Rob Starnes 

- Rob Starnes 

26 

Left and below left, Joye Cottage. Below, 
Chinaberrie. Bottom, Pickens House. 
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top of Kalmia Hill, divided it into 50-acre 
plots and offered them to his friends 
from the Low Country. 

James Parsons Carroll, distinguish
ed attorney and last chancellor of South 
Carolina College, built a home in Kalmia 
Village in 1855. 

The well-known architect, Willis 
Irvin, who designed many of the build
ings and fine homes of Aiken before his 
death in 1950, bought the Carroll house 
for his home and enlarged it, enhancing 
its beauty and usefulness in modern 
times. 

In the '30s Irvin used elements 
from older structures that were com

sport was introduced in the United 
States. The field has been in continuous 
use since 1882. He also built a race track 
and was a founder of the Palmetto Golf 
Club. 

Near Joye Cottage Whitney built a 
structure housing two squash courts. 
Later it was occupied by the Aiken Day 
School. 

In 1970 it was acquired by Dr. Rob
ert Lipe and architect Robert McCreary, 
who drew the plans for its remodeling. 

The entrance was changed from 
busy Whiskey Road to one facing the 
restored garden. The flat roof of the 
veranda on this side is supported by six 

pair of large trellised cast iron Ionic 
columns. 

Inside, one squash c ourt is 
preserved. The other was divided into 
two floors , with two bedrooms and bath 
upstairs . Two club rooms, one on the 
first floor and one on the second, were 
retained. This house is a fine example of 
how a non-residential property can be 
adapted for living while preserving the 
character of the original structure. 

The one-and-a-half story Whitney 
stable is frame, with weathered cedar 
shingles on the exterior. Twelve stalls 
form wings extending south from the 
main portion, thus creating a sheltered 

patible with the original design and the ,---------------------------------
basic plan was kept intact. 

The house is now owned by Mr. 
and Mrs. H. W. Thurlow. 

Joye Cottage and its outbuildings 
is the largest of the winter estates of the 
wealthy sportsmen who changed Aiken 
from a health mecca to a winter resort 
centered on the horse. 

William C . Whitney of New York, 
secretary of the navy under Grover 
Cleveland, bought nine acres of land in 
January 1897 from Miss Celestine Eus
tis , who with her niece, Louise Eustis 
Hitchcock, is credited with bringing the 
immensely wealthy to Aiken in the 
winter. 

Aiken 's fame as a health spot 
brought frail little Louise and "Tante" 
Eustis to Aiken from New Orleans in 
1877. Orphaned "Lulie," member of a 
distinguished Louisiana family and 
granddaughter of Thomas Corcoran, 
who left his art collection to the nation's 
capital, grew strong in Aiken's pine air. 
They and later her husband , Maj . 
Thomas Hitchcock, who graduated 
from Oxford in England and there be
gan his lifelong interest in sports, en
couraged their friends-the Whitneys, 
Vanderbilts, Mellons, Astors and others 
of that stature-to come to Aiken. 

"Tante" Eustis bought the land she 
sold Whitney from a Mrs. Joye and 
others in 1886. Mrs. Joye had operated 
a boarding house on the property , 
which adjoins Hitchcock Woods. 

Whitney used the house as the 
core of a tremendous home with four 
wings and said to have over 100 rooms. 
The "cottage," as the winter people 
called their homes, is a fine example of 
Georgian Revival architecture. He had 
two wings built on especially for his two 
sons, Payne and Harry Payne and their 
families. Joye Cottage is owned today 
by his great-grandson, Whitney Tower. 

Whitney also built the first polo 
field in Aiken just six years after the 
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Looktous 
for a complete look at Aiken. 

Aiken, South Carolina. Its 
one of the best of the tra
ditional hometowns 
that stretched across 
th is na tion when 
this century began. 
One of those home
towns where the ba rber 
and the banker were on a 
first name basis with every
one. A place where living 
in harmony with nature 
was instinctive rather than 
fashionable and the most 
abrasive sound to be heard 
was a screen door slam
ming. Along with th ings 
that made these towns such 
a powerful part of the 
American experience per
haps the most important is 
a thing called "roots". Ai
ken is a town where you 
can sink your roots deeper 
into the ea rth . Your child
ren can be grandparents 

y 
here. Its a place you can live 

and work and-grow; 
where you can get a 

deep sense of security 
fo r tomorrow. What

ever a fa mily has 
sought and fo und 

elsewhere in America, they 
will sacrifice nothing by com
ing to our special community. 

Our sales staff at Hunt 
House Ltd . can show yo u a 

wide selection of new and re
sale properties, homes and 

home sites in Aiken. Whether 
yo u're looking for a perma

nent Aiken residence, a 
winter home or an investment 
property, you won't fi nd any

one more knowledgeable or 
professional than the peo

ple at Hunt House Ltd . 
Stop by our convenient of
fice or call us fo r the most 

complete look a t A iken real 
esta te. 

U04 Richland Avenue West / Aiken, South Carolina 29801 
phone(803)648-2664 
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stable yard. The gable roof and diamond 
paned windows add charm. 

Rose Hill spans almost the entire 
life of its present occupant, Miss Clau
dia Lea Phelps. Now in her 80s, Miss 
Phelps arrived in Aiken with her parents 
when she was four months old. The 
Phelps came from the north to heal 
their year-and-a-half-old son, Walter, 
who had tuberculosis . 

The Sheffield Phelps lived nearby 
while they incorporated a pre-Civil War 
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house which had been damaged during 
the Battle of Aiken into a large Dutch 
Colonial mansion. The estate, with out
buildings such as servants quarters, 
greenhouse and stables, was establish
ed at the turn of the century and occu
pies an entire city block. 

Mrs. Phelps was widowed and left 
with three small children. An avid horti
culturist, she developed the elaborate 
gardens which are still intact. Mrs. 
Phelps established the Garden Club of 

South Carolina in 1930 and its first 
meeting was at Rose Hill. 

Eulalie Salley, suffragette and first 
woman in South Carolina to hold a real 
estate license in 1916, discovered Pick
ens House when she was acquiring 
large shrubs for a winter cottage in Ai
ken. The house, of classic Georgian 
Colonial style, was built near Edgefield 
in 1829 by Gen. and then Gov. Andrew 
Pickens as a wedding gift for his son, 
Francis. 

Mrs. Salley bought the house, 
which was in a sad state of disrepair, in 
1929. When no one would take on the 
job of moving it to Aiken, she had it 
moved piece by piece and re-erected on 
top of Kalmia Hill across from the place 
where William Gregg's house had 
stood. On the site of the Pickens 
House, Col. Yeadon, first editor of the 
Charleston News and Courier, had 
built his summer home. 

Both inside and out, Pickens 
House has been beautifully restored. It 
is now owned by Mrs. Salley' s daughter, 
Mrs. Eulalie Rutledge. 

Designed by Julian Peabody, archi
tect of Rockefeller Center and the 
Hitchcocks' son-in-law, Pink House 
was built in 1929 for Bayard Warren. A 
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sportsman, Warren was the first secre
tary of the Jockey Club and National 
Hunt and Steeplechase Association. 

Pink House, although it provides 
15,000 square feet of living space, was 
designed for Warren's small family of 
three children. The rooms are large and 
arranged for an easy flow of guests at 
the informal parties the Warrens gave 
for their friends in the winter colony. 

The next owners, Mr. and Mrs. 
James Burden, developed spectacular 
gardens with 40,000 azaleas planted 
and a wisteria arbor one of the finest in 
South Carolina. A ram's head fountain 
in the patio was done by the son of Rus
sian novelist Tolstoy. It is the home to
day of Dr. and Mrs. R.P. van Buedin
gen. 

Banksia, which is now the Aiken 
County Public Library, was designed by 
Willis Irvin for wealthy Long Island 
sportsman Richard F. Howe. Although 
it was completed in 1933, during the De
pression, its cost was no problem to 
Howe. 

During later years after Howe's 
death the house, on five acres of land, 
was a boarding house, then housed 
Southern Methodist College and then 
the University of South Carolina at Ai
ken. Owned by the Aiken County High-
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er Education Commission, when the 
University moved to new quarters, it 
was deeded to the library 'in 1973 on 
condition that enough funds be raised 
to renovate it. The Friends of the Li
brary raised over $50,000, money was 
given by the city and the country and 
Banksia became the library. 

Hopeland Gardens, a 14-acre pub
lic haven on Whiskey Road in the heart 
of the old winter colony area, was left to 
the city by the late Mrs. C. Oliver Iselin, 
owner of racing stables. She died in 
1970 at the age of 102. 

Mrs. Iselin's large frame home was 
undistinguished and the city tore it 
down. Eminent landscape artist Robert 
Marvin was engaged to plan the further 
development of her Italian style gardens 
of trees and shrubs and statuary into 
even lovelier public gardens. 

The foundation of the house was 
incorporated into reflecting pools with 
fountains and statues. A small lake has 
been created with an outdoor perform
ing arts theatre on an island. A Jeffer
son-style serpentine brick wall encloses 
much of the gardens. 

A trail for the visually handicapped 
through the grounds has been laid out, 
with information on braille and raised 
lettering placed along the way. 

The Aiken Jaycees took on the 
project of converting the Iselin carriage 
house into a Thoroughbred Racing Hall 
of Fame. Mrs. Whitney Tower was in 
charge of acquiring the exhibits featur
ing outstanding horses and their owners 
and trainers. 

A play house on the property was 
taken over by the Aiken Garden Club 
Council and houses a library of garden
ing information. 

Hopeland Gardens, open from 10 
a.m. until sunset, are used by far more 
people than ever expected. 

Citizens come just to enjoy the 
peace and beauty of the gardens under 
the giant shade trees. Open air concerts 
and drama are presented free during 

, the summer. 
The reflecting pools area is a favor

ite place for weddings. Around 50 wed
dings have been held there this year. 
One Saturday in August four weddings 
were scheduled. 

Hopeland Gardens, like the houses 
described here, continue to bring visual 
and spiritual loveliness to those associ
ated with them today. 

Vivian Milner, a free -lance writer from 
Aiken, lives at Viewpoint. She has pub
lished several articles in Sandlapper in 
the past. 
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palmetto profiles 

John Folsom: 
State Chamber of Commerce President 

Fate has an uncanny way of bring
ing people and challenges together, and 
it is unique when the individual's exper
tise ideally matches the problems of a 
given situation. 

For example ... the year was 1940. 
The world was in turmoil with the on
slaught of World War II. On the home 
front two events occured that apparent
ly were destined to bring a man and an 
organization together some 40 years 
later. 

The South Carolina Chamber of 
Commerce was organized in 1940 as 
the official voice to represent business 
in the General Assembly and to present 
the new ideas of the changing business 
world. 

During that same year Hartsville 
native John R. Folsom was graduated 
from Furman University with a degree 
in business administration. He set about 
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on a career that over the next 40 years 
would have a significant impact on the 
state's economy and now he is presi
dent of the South Carolina Chamber of 
Commerce, the same business organi
zation that got its start the year that Fol
som got his start in business. 

Today the world faces an erratic 
economy and businessmen in South 
Carolina must adapt to these changing 
conditions. The situation is somewhat 
akin to the uncertain times of 1940. 

Folsom, who serves as president of 
South Carolina Federal Savings and 
Loan Association, is uniquely qualified 
to head the state chamber during this 
critical period of economic change. 

Throughout his business career, 
Folsom has devoted his life to literally 
helping build South Carolina through 
mortgage lending. He has been person
ally involved in the financing of thou-

sands of homes, commercial buildings, 
shopping centers and residential devel
opments. 

When he came to Home Federal 
(which later became South Carolina 
Federal) in 1960 the financial institution 
had $35 million in assets. There were 
many savings and loans in the state 
which were older and larger, but he im
mediately went about setting goals for 
the association and restructuring the 
organization. Today, South Carolina 
Federal is the largest savings and loan in 
the two Carolinas with assets in excess 
of $465 million and it ranks 205th in size 
in the entire United States of a total of 
4,723 savings and loans. 

Folsom, while achieving consider
able success in the business world, has 
been extremely active in civic affairs 
also. Besides his work with the state 
chamber, he has served as director or 
chairman of various organizations, in
cluding the South Carolina Heart As
sociation; Salvation Army; Columbia 
Music Festival; United Methodist 
Church; South Carolina Savings and 
Loan League; University of South Caro
lina Associates; Columbia College Presi
dent's Council; Furman University Ad
visory Council; Providence Hospital 
Foundation; Richland County Memor
ial Hospital; and many others. 

One of his favorite civic responsi
bilities is his work as a member of the 
Columbia Metropolitan Airport Com
mission. He takes pride in the progress 
and accomplishments of the airport 
over the years and feels that it is a vital 
attraction for the development of the 
Midlands' industrial growth. 

"Folsom's progressive attitude and 
ability to plan ahead will serve the South 
Carolina Chamber of Commerce well 
during this crucial time in the state's 
development," says one associate. 

The chamber's efforts in industrial 
relations, . tourism, education, legisla
tion, and presenting the businessman's 
viewpoint have an untiring, respected 
spokesman in John Folsom. 

Fate, once again, apparently has 
put the right man in the right place at 
the right time . 

Roger S. Lee, a free-lance writer now 
living in Columbia, is a native of North 
Charleston. 
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John Gaver: Horse Trainer 

T 
he fingers slowly rub the smooth 
worn metal of the stopwatch they 
have handled for 40 years. The 

thumb pushes the button down and the 
sweep-hand stops its race around the 
dial: 2:14:5. John Gaver studies the 
horse. Not bad for a two-year-old. 

Gaver, the former head trainer for 
Aiken's Green Tree Stables, has repeat
ed this scene untold times during his SO
year career as a horse trainer. That 
career has helped maintain Green Tree 
Stables' reputation for its long history of 
winning the big races, and although 
none of Gaver's horses has ever swept 
the Triple Crown, his charges' wins in
clude The Preakness, the Kentucky 
Derby and the Belmont Stakes, as well 
as the Arlington Classic, the Dwyer, the 
Saranac-in fact, if you name a presti
gious horse race in North America, it 
has very likely been won at one time or 
another by a Gaver-trained thorough
bred. His horse skills garnered him top 
honors in that risky and demanding 
world of the track. His triumphs are im
pressive and his equine proteges legen
dary. 

Though he always loved horses, he 
never supposed that he would become 
a horse trainer of such stature: "I've 
always been crazy, just crazy, about 
horses. When I was a kid, I used to 
watch them and dream about working 
with them." 

Gaver, who grew up in Mount Airy, 
Md., graduated from Princeton in 1924. 
After teaching school for a year, then 
working with a Baltimore investment 
firm for four years, he finally got his 
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chance to work with horses at the Whit
ney Stables in Maryland. A Princeton 
friend of his, James Rowe, who was al
ready at the famed horse headquarters, 
helped Gaver get the job. 

Gaver remembers, "For my first 
three or four years there, Mr. Whitney 
didn't know me from little apples," but 
eventually the young man came under 
the eye of Maj. L.A. Beard and eques
trienne Mrs. Payne Whitney, who spot
ted Gaver's ability and organizational 
talent and appointed him as agent to 
Green Tree Stables, also a Whitney 
enterprise. Gaver's dedication and 
special touch with the horses soon 
made his dreams come true: He was 
made Green Tree Stables' head trainer. 

Gaver and Green Tree came to Ai
ken because of World War II. The 
training grounds in Hialeah, Fla., were 
closed for the duration. Aiken native 
Bill Post, a trainer and polo enthusiast, 
suggested that he and Gaver travel to 
Aiken to inspect the sandy soil, excel
lent water and practically frost-free cli
mate. The town was small, quiet and 
easily accessible by rail. Green Tree 
Stables was one of the first stables to 
move to Aiken, and Gaver helped set 
up the training track. Gaver remembers 
the trains arriving in Aiken-three or 
four of them a day for two or three 
weeks, unloading the horses. Gaver 
and all the trainers thought the move 
temporary, but the stables stayed in 
Aiken. 

From that year, 1942, Gaver train
ed Green Tree champions in Aiken, 
and names of such Gaver mounts as 

Tom Fool, Shut Out, Stage Door John
ny and Devil Diver have been familiar 
even to those who don't usually follow 
the fortunes of the track. Gaver has 
been a leader among those who have 
made Aiken a leading center for horse 
training. 

Gaver is now retired, and lives with 
his wife Mary in a comfortable 30-room 
"cottage" in Aiken. In one room of the 
house the walls are covered with pic
tures of Gaver with Harry Truman, 
Gaver with Dwight Eisenhower, Gaver 
with New York Gov. Thomas E. Dew
ey, Gaver with financier Bernard 
Baruch. 

And he remembers his horses, all 
their statistics and specifics. He shows 
a picture to his wife, who says, "Now 
you know I can't remember all those 
horses." 

He then goes on to name victories, 
dates, tracks, and peculiarities of each 
thoroughbred. Tom Fool, the horse 
who won the Juvenile Colt of 1951 hon
ors, could have swept the Triple Crown, 
Gaver believes, had the horse not had a 
fever and cough. 

Another Gaver horse was Stage 
Door Johnny, whose mere three
month career provided earnings of 
more than $200,000. A descendant of 
Stage Door Johnny, Late Bloomer, is a 
promising champion and a Gaver horse, 
too-John Gaver, Jr., though. Gaver's 
son has followed in the footsteps of his 
father, despite the senior Gaver's re
mark to the Saturday Evening Post in 
1943 that he rather his son carry on an
other family tradition and become a 
doctor. 

Early in Gaver's retirement he tried 
raising camellias, but flower competi
tion and camellia varieties did not hold 
for him the color and excitement of 
post-time, so Gaver's love remains the 
great days of thoroughbred racing. 
"That's what's so special about Aiken," 
he says, "This is where so much of it all 
happened for me." 

The climb to prominence hasn't 
been easy. Gaver: "Mistakes? I must 
have made a thousand, but I have no re
grets. It all worked out for the best, and 
I enjoyed every minute of it." 

The competent, weathered hands 
cup the time-worn stopwatch. John 
Gaver points to the track. "Yes. Every 
minute. Especially out there." 

.. 
Francis Buraczynski is a former broad-
caster, journalist and free-lance writer. 
He is a resident of Aiken. We are 
extremely pleased that Mr. Buraczyn
ski is joining our Sandlapper staff. 
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I 11111 ---
by Juel Baker 

0 n the early 1960s, Columbia real es
tate developer C. Heath Manning 
investigated a tract of rolling forest 

land several miles beyond the Dentsville 
section of Richland County. As he 
began to acquire the land, he began to 
see more and more of the possibilities 
for a residential community built around 
13 lakes and ponds. 

Manning had, after all, begun his 
own company over ten years before 
and specialized in land development 
such as the Lake Katherine area of Co
lumbia. Now, on this tract of land a few 
miles out on U.S. 1? "This had to be the 
future growth area for Columbia," 
Manning recalls his reasoning. "I felt 
that there would be a demand for a 
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country-club community with a control
led environment and high architectural 
standards." He and Darnall W. Boyd, a 
friend and fellow developer, began cre
ating WildeWood out of 1,600 acres, 
where now are well-manicured neigh
borhoods of large homes, many on one
acre tracts . 

In Wilde Wood, the variety of archi
tectural styles allows each homeowner 
an individuality. The openness is accen
tuated by the lack of utility poles and 
wires, all of which are underground to 
eliminate the eyesore and the possibility 
of downed power lines in inclement 
weather. 

"There are several basic reasons 
why there can never be another 
WildeWood ," Manning says. "First , 
there's no more undeveloped land of 
this quality in the proximity of Colum
bia, and the other reasons are econom
ic," explaining that today's costs and 
taxes have made it impractical to plan 
for the size lot which WildeWood con
tains. 

"In today's economy it is even 
more difficult to tell people they can't 
build a certain house," Manning said. 
"Thus, architectural control is less feas
ible. " 

One of the basics of the success of 
WildeWood, according to Manning, is 
the large number of homesites available 
along the 7 ,000-yard WildeWood Coun
try Club golf course, a course designed 
by architect Russell Breeden. In the first 
phase of development, 75 percent of 
the homesites were either along the 
course or on a lake. 

In addition to the golf course and a 
swimming pool, WildeWood had the 
state's first indoor tennis courts , that 
are lighted, heated and air-conditioned, 
and plans are to offer raquetball courts. 

Manning and Boyd, both longtime 
polo players, added a rather unusual 
feature to their development , polo facili
ties, complete with two fields. And 
where there is polo, there must be 
horses and stables, as well as a riding 
school, boarding facilities and a show 
course. 

Other sports facilities include a 
soccer field and baseball field. The fish
erman can expect each lake and pond 
in the development to be stocked with 
fish . 

WildeWood also offers a private 
school, for which Manning and Boyd 
granted the land and furnished financial 
backing for the first phase. 
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:Jferjl@Jesty., OUTLET STORE 

Columbia and Mauldin, s.c. 
Complete Children's Store 

Discount Prices 
Boys' and Girls' 
Clothing 

Savings to 
50% off 

Complete line 
of Her Majesty Slips 
Panties, Sleepwear, 
and Sportswear 

plus 

Many other Name 
Brands for Childre 

All at Discount Prices 

Bush River Rd. 
Columbia, S.C. 

Rt. 276 at 417 
Mauldin, S.C. 
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Gentlemen's Clothiers 
Featuring: 

• Hart - Schaffner & Marx 

• London Fog 

• Gant & Creighton Shirts 

• Nunn Bush Shoes 

111 Laurens Street, s. w 
Aiken, S.C. 29801 

1-803-648-2100 Downtown 

1-803-648-2700 Taylor St. 

(Across from Heritage Sq./ 
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"WidleWood would have develop
ed much faster with lower requirements 
in some areas," Manning said, "but we 
sacrificed quantity for quality, and it has 
been a best for the long run." 

"We are fortunate to attract a 
more settled type of person," Manning 
continued, "so there is virtually no turn
over. Approximately half of the homes 
in WildeWood have been built by the 
owners, while the others were con
structed by builders for prospective 
buyers." 

There is plenty of growing room, 
too. WildeWood's 1,600 acres make it 
the largest subdivision in this area. 

Considering all of the background 
and characteristics of WildeWood, it 
becomes increasingly clear that the tim
ing for its development was almost per
fect. It is just as plain to see that to begin 
a similar undertaking now would be 
practically impossible. 

That's why Manning makes the 
statement with confidence, but perhaps 
some regret, "There can never be an
other WildeWood." 

Juel Baker is a free-lance writer living in 
Columbia. He is from Miami, Fla. 
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When Rice stepped into the room he 
saw the bottle of claret on the table. 
But it was Scotch he wanted. With 

the rich, Scotch meant business. 
Graham greeted him dressed in 

red and green tweed. His speech had a 
British edge, his moustache a French 
air. He presented Rice the smile for the 
untrusted. Rice got out of, his slicker 
and hung it by the fir door. The rain was 
sharper now. The wind blew the cedars 
beside the stone house. 

Graham moved to the window and 
muttered about the boats and his new 
ketch. Outside waves hit the saltwater 
docks. The storm had risen at twilight. 
Though only five o'clock night was on. 
Lightning now. Rain blew white caps 
across the sand bars. 

Rice and Graham spoke of the 
boats. Rice continued to lie. He pre
tended Graham's knowledge of the sea 
impressed him. He confessed stupidity 
and clumsiness about boats and bodies 
of water. He flattered Graham and 
made the terrier moustache bristle in 
smiles. Such was the power of lies upon 
the rich. 

Rice Spooner needed the ten 
grand by tomorrow at four. He had 
been there two weeks now. He had met 
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by Ben Greer 

several of the families on the island. His 
father had been a cousin. Old Yankee 
families never forget. In the beguiling 
spring of '47, his father had embezzled 
$5,000 from the brokerage. "Caught 
with the cookies," he had been driven 
to the outer darkness: Georgia. Then 
moved to South Carolina. Rice had 
grown up working in his father's very 
small marina. Out of college now he was 
no more than a boat handler with a B.A. 
in art. Unfortunately, like his father he 
was a gambler, but instead of the tables 
he loved football. He owed Jack Lug
man $5,500. He'd bet on Clemson and 
lost. Lugman had a way of collecting 
his debts. It started with the hands. 

Since Pop was drunk, Rice sought 
his mother's advice: "Your father's love
ly family," she had said. So he sent a 
telegram and late on a gusty evening in 
March appeared on Birch Island, the 
Yankee relatives' Southern enclave, six 
miles north of Pawleys. He told the 
story well: He was just out of school and 
hoping to open a small gallery in 
Charleston. No questions were asked. 
No politeness denied. No money was 
offered. But Rice held nothing against 
the family, for he and his parents had 
never even exchanged a phone call with 

them in 20 years. Still he had the first 
step on them: They did like him, though 
they did not trust him. Now there was 
no time left. Early morning drive to 
buckled knees and maybe worse. 
Tonight Rice would be importunate and 
straightforward in the lie. 

Harding brought in a saucer of 
pate'. She was red-haired and well-calv
ed and wore no jewels. They sat in wick
er chairs before the walnut mantel and 
drinking recalled last night's rubber of 
bridge and the delicacy of scallops. Sud
denly rain drummed the front window. 
Graham turned in his chair. 

"Wind's up," Rice offered. 
"Out of the west for Christ's sake," 

Graham said. 
"Darling, there's nothing to be 

done," said Harding, hitching her blue 
Shetland shawl about her. 

"She's a fine ketch. I'll not stand for 
this." 

In diversion, Rice nodded to one of 
Harding's watercolors above the mea
gre fire. "A delicate brush-very clear." 

"Do you think it goes beyond this?" 
Harding asked. 

"Pardon?" 
"Is it-talented?" 
"Sisley comes to mind," Rice said. 
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Newly Published 

HOW THINGS GET DONE 

The Nitty-Gritty of 
Parliamentary Procedure 
By Dena Citron Bank 
With a Foreword by Solomon Blatt, Sr. 

Outlines the basic giound rules 
for conducting meetings in a 
deliberative assembly while explain
ing quorums, motions, committees 
and committee reports, nomina
tions and elections, and order of 
business. "You can read it in less 
than an hour. It could change 
your life!' -Solomon Blatt, Sr. 

xviii, 94 pages $4.95 

THE CAROLINA HOUSEWIFE 
By Sarah Rutledge 
Introduction by Anna Wells Rutledge 

A facsimile of the celebrated 1847 
Squth Carolina cookbook that 
Time called "an incomparable 
guide to Southern cuisine." The 
fascinating recipes are supplemented 
by an informal essay on Charles-
ton food and a checklist of South 
Carolina cookbooks published 
before 1935. 

xxx, 242 pages $9.95 

Available at local bookstores or 
by mail from the University of 
South Carolina Press 
Columbia SC 29208 
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"He was oils." 
"Partly. But he did have a hand for 

the light brush too," Rice said. 
The picture was of a very brown 

and rather dumpy cow gnawing corn by 
a mudhole. The hoped-for sky was 
nothing more than blue. 

"We had a Sisley," Harding said. 
"Too barren for me," said Graham. 

"Bloody Christ, all that space." 
"I have my eyes on several Sis

ley' s," Rice said. 
The wind shrieked. Harding's pen-

ciled eyebrows shuttled. 
"You're collecting?" 
"For the gallery," Rice said. 
"In New York?" Graham asked, 

not remembering. 
"My own place. Hopefully in 

Charleston." 
"Of course," Harding said. "You 

mentioned it last night. The waterfront 
store." 

"Very frankly, I need an angel. 
Rents are so high." 

"What are high?" Graham asked. 
"Rents, darling," Harding said. 
"Of course," Graham said. 
"Ten thousand would start me off 

awfully well." 
The stillness of the pitch. Wicker 

chairs ticking off the seconds. 
Graham moved first, threw a bleak 

log towards the considerable ash. "Wet 
wood," he said. 

The side door slammed open. 
Graham cursed and rose to shut it. 
"Darling, I'm sure the workmen 

have taken care of the boats." 
"Darling, the workmen are Irish." 

Graham opened the closet door and 

put on foul-weather gear. "Liars, every 
beer-swigging one of them." 

"Please don't go out there." 
"I'll not stand by and see my ketch 

ruined. Rice?" 
"I'll be glad to give a hand, of 

course," Rice said. 
The wind was cold and full of rain. 

Two-foot waves broke over the docks. 
Four boats bucked and rolled. The new 
ketch k:,0ked battered and was lined at 
only two cleats. 

"You see that?" Graham yelled, his 
face cerise. 

"Two lousy lines. The liars. All of 
them." 

"Bastards!" Rice returned. 
A large wave struck the dock and 

nearly knocked them down. 
'Can you cleat?" Graham shouted. 
"Not really," Rice yelled, consis

tent even before the howling Atlantic. 
"Wonderful," Graham said, as he 

struggled toward his ketch. 
One line popped. The new hull jam

med against a ladder. The waves 
pounded the ketch diagonally and 
threatened to drive her out into the bay. 

Graham lost his balance and 
sprawled. 

In a surprising cease of rain, Rice 
saw her. She was formal and had the 
kind of grace that took your heart. She 
was the prettiest ketch he had ever 
seen. 

Rice went down on his stomach. 
Rough wood against his face. When the 
cold waves slapped him, he held his 
breath. He leapt onto her teak deck and 
grabbed up some rope. Above him the 
boom snapped free. He ducked, lay 
belly and cheek to slick deck. A wave 
broke over him. Sand and deep water. 
Down, he spat out sea, watched the 
shrieking boom. He leapt and caught 
the wooden arm. Balancing, he moved 
down the deck holding the boom nearly 
still. At the rounded end he found the 
catch, saw a black wave. Three feet of 
power, cold, sand. The wave drove wa
ter to his sinuses. He sneezed, swallow
ed, caught up the rope and tied the 
boom down. In two minutes, she was 
cleated down fast. 

Graham and he took another half 
hour to secure the other boats. By the 
front steps of the house a lantern burn
ed. Their legs ached and no part of 
them was dry. 

Rice dressed in a bright bathroom 
by a gas heater: Graham's old clothes. 
He slicked back his hair, but felt lousy. 
He'd shown his hand: blue collar instead 
of blue blood. 

When he entered the living room a 
spectacular fire burned and Chevis sat 

Sandlapper 



upon the coffee table between a plate of 
mushrooms and a serving dish of meat
balls. 

Their faces wore the smiles of his 
deliverance. 

"Have a Scotch," Harding said. 
"You simply must be frozen." 

Graham conducted him to the 
fire 's closest chair. He offered the deep 
dish of meatballs. "You were extra
ordinary." 

"Beginner's luck," Rice said. How 
had this happened? 

"Darling, you should have seen 
him," Graham said. 

He saw it when they turned the 
page. 

"Well, this must be from Christmas 
a year ago," Graham said. "There you 
are-all three of you." 

Bloodless, Rice sat back in his 
chair. 

Graham examined the photo. 
"Well, of course-there's the marina. 
See the sign. Spooner's Marina." 

They both looked at him, but only 
for a moment. 

At the door Graham shook his 
hand. "You've got your father 's eyes." 

Rice held the grip. "He said to tell 

you hello." 
"Lousy luck, the squall ruining 

your last day. You know the island is 
usually so pleasant." Graham blew out 
the lantern beside the door. 

The rain was the coldest of the 
spring. 

Ben Greer is author of two novels, 
Slammer and Halloween, both of which 
have been excerpted in Sandlapper. 
Greer, who lives in Columbia, is work
ing on his third novel. "The Lie" is 
Greer's first published short fiction . 

1
'The two of you will die of cold. I ------------------------------

just know it." 
Rice made sure they finished two 

drinks before he had one. Small talk 
over meatballs. Joseph Conrad and the 
America's Cup. Conquest hummed in 
his veins. He wiggled his healthy knuck
les. 

"Now about your gallery ... " Har
ding's eyes were the width of generosity. 

''A delightful place, Charleston," 
Graham said, just smacking down the 
last of the mushrooms. "The South 
needs a decent place for exhibitions." 

"The expense of it though," Rice 
said, oh so softly. 

"Ten thousand, wasn't it, Rice?" 
Harding asked. 

"It takes so much these days," Rice 
lamented. 

"Graham?" 
"Nom.:ense," Graham said. A hand

hidden belch. Pause and a swallow of 
the Scotch. "You might need quite a bit 
more. We'd be delighted to help." 

"A toast , then ," Harding said. 
Crystal tumblers raised before the fire . 

"To the Gallery." 
They polished off their drinks and 

ruddy Graham fetched more i~e. 
New ice in fine tumblers and the 

smokey Scotch over. Rice was high in 
the winning. 

" By the way ," Graham said. 
"How's your father's marina?" 

Rice made as if caught in a swallow. 
He waved a hand asking pardon and a 
moment. They smiled. Everyone had 
been there when a question brought a 
choke. 

"Sorry," Rice said, clearing up. 
How could they ever know? "I don't 
think Pop ever had a marina." 

A little scowl on Graham's face. 
"Really? Someone else I suppose . You 
know I must go down to see your par
ents. You have the loveliest mother. 
Don't we have a coard, dear?" 

Going through the card gallery of 
past Christmases, Rice had one more 
drink. 
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Books from Blair 
THE TESSIE C. PRICE 
Jean Heyn 

. ·-------------
Imagine again the cchildhood yearning for a secret place, warm and 

secure - a place where you can be the designer and initiator of your 
own fate. Then you will feel what the Evans children do when they 
find the Tessie C. Price, a bugeye-turned-houseboat, which becomes 
the hub of their exciting adventures on the Chesapeake Bay. ISBN 
0-89587-010-X. $7.95 

THE NEW RIVER CONTROVERSY 

Thomas J. Schoenbaum 
A fascinating account of the intricate tactics used by one of 

the most diverse environmental coalitions ever formed to prevent 
the Appalachian Power Company 
from damming the New River, 
the oldest river in North America. 
ISBN 0-89587-008-8. $12.95 

NONE TO COMFORT ME 

Anne Mallard Davis 
Racial tension in a sleepy 

South Carolina town provides 
the setting for a disturbing 
conflict between the tendency 
towards complacency and the 
need to take a committed, 
uncompromising stand on 
matters of principle. ISBN 
0-89587-005-3. $8.95 

Available at bookstores or 
direct from the publisher 

JOHN F. BLAIR, Publisher 
Dept. VI, 1406 Plaza Dr. 

Winston-Salem, N. C. 27103 

Illustration from THE TESSIE C. PRICE 
by Claude Howell 
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by Bob Bailey 

N 
othing can withstand a plant whose 
time has come. For years the vari
ous trailing or scrambling plants 

known as the wandering jews have led 
marginal existence housed in chipped 
tumblers and nourished on tap water in 
kitchen windows. But the popular neo
Victorian look requires clouds and fes
toons of plants, and wandering jew has 
become one of the most popular indoor 
plants. It couldn't happen to a nicer 
plant. Wandering jews are easy to prop
agate, quick to grow, and easy to main
tain. All wandering jews bloom, but 
flowers appear on only a few . 

Kinds of Wandering Jews 
The green and white ones are 

known as the tradescantias : The shiny 
green ones are the Callisia. Zebrina 
pendula has a pretty coat of red and 
purple. This plant will turn very red if it 
is grown in very bright light. The varie
gata is one that produces a slender 
green-and-cream trailer. Its coloring is 
unpredictable because the proportion 
of green to creamy-white varies. Some
times a branch will be entirely green; 
pinch it back to a joint with a variegated 
leaf unless you want the green color to 
take over. You will find it more vigorous 
than the variegated. 

Often a pure white branch will ap
pear on variegeta. Enjoy it if you like, 
but don't bother to root it . It simply 
won't root and, being unprotected by 
chlorophyll, is likely to burn in bright 
light. I like the jewel, because it is a shiny, 
bright green plant. It has succulent, 
heart-shaped leaves which are an inch 
long or less and tend to overlap like 
shingles except on the longest, fastest 
growing shoots. 

These are just a few of the many on 
the market, so if you haven't already 
done so, try one or more of these easily 
kept plants . 

Propagation 
Sooner or later you'll want to share 

your wandering jew with friends. Just 
pinch off shoots of any manageable 
length and put their bases in water. 
Roots will form within a few weeks, and 
plants may be transplanted any time af
ter roots have appeared. However, 
shoots will continue to grow in water for 
a long time , and small vases with long 
runners of wandering jew are attractive 
decorations. 
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What Do They Need? 
Give them good potting soil, fre

quent watering, and some light feeding. 
Grow them in good light, but not hot, 
direct sun. Increasing light heightens 
color. If runners get too long, pinch 
them and root in water or you may stick 
them directly back into the pot. 

Other Varieties 
There are many varieties of wan

dering jew, and you will find many peo
ple calling them different names. If you 
would like to start a collection, just look 
for small plants in two- or three-inch 
pots. They grow very fast. You'll have 
to search out the rare varieties in cata
logues or at a few nurseries which spe
cialize in the rare and unusual. 

Inside for the Winter 
There is nothing complicated about 

combing the slugs out of the begonias, 
cutting back much of the overgrowth of 
some plants, or potting up petunias. 
These tasks are all a part of the big year
ly switch from summer gardening out
doors to winter gardening indoors. 
Whether the plants you intend to bring 
inside are house plants that have been 
vacationing in the borders or are sum
mer annuals that you wish to high-pres
sure indoors for another round of flow
ers, the ritual is likely to be the same: 
severely cutting back the wayward 
growth, or perhaps repotting. The 
plants should be sprayed thoroughly to 
prevent the late-season insects from en
tering the house. Give yourself time 
enough before cold weather to follow 
this procedure and you will avoid having 
to spray and prune after the plants and 
bugs have been rushed inside. When 
spraying plants that have been plunged 
into the ground for a summer rest, turn 
the whole plant out of the pot, without 
breaking the root ball, and spray the 
bottom of the plant and the inside of the 
pot. If you find any earthworms down 
there, be sure to remove them, because 
they clog the drain holes with their 
casts. 

If potted camellias have set multi
ple flower buds during the summer, re
move the extras, leaving only one bud 
per leaf axil. These buds will waste a lot 
of strength and will fall off later anyway. 
Potted plants that need larger pots 
because of crowded roots and lots of 
top growth, will benefit if you prune 
back and clean up first-waiting to re
pot until the next growth push begins. 

Flowers in Boxes 
Flower boxes on railings or sills are 

intimate and cheery; the pattern for 
making them,and the growing medium 
used in them are convenient and easy. 
The best material is wood ( cedar and 
redwood last longer), well-fitted and 
fastened at the corners with non
rusting screws. 

I know of many that grew luxuriant 
jungles for many years in just two 
boxes, designed to be self-watering. 
The box was double-bottomed, a 
hinged door was at one side and in the 
lower space is a metal pan kept filled all 
the time with a dilute water-soluble ferti
lizer solution. Drainage holes, one and a 
half inches in diameter, are drilled in the 
bottom of upper box, six inches apart, 
and wicks of fiber, nylon or simple cot
ton wicking drawn up through these 
holes and laid out on the growing medi
um. Cut each wick about nine inches 
long, put four winches in the water and 
pull two inches through the hole, split
ting it into four to spread out. If the box
es are to face the hot sun, the outside 
should be made of double wood with 
moist peat or fibreglass packed in the 
space between. This keeps the roots on 
that side from cooking and drying out, a 
common cause of poor bloom. 

If you would like to make your own 
planting medium, this is a good formula 
to use: 

1 bushel of shredded peatmoss and ver
miculite 
10 tbs. ground limestone 
5 tbs. potassium nitrate (saltpetre) 
1 tsp. chelated iron 
To mix, add one gallon of warm water 
and mix thoroughly. The mix may be 
stored in a can or a plastic bat. It will 
keep well for six or eight months. 

To have self-watering boxes the 
bottom pan should be filled with the 
solution . Pre-moisten the wicks and 
place them in the lower pan, lay one 
inch of damp peat in bottom of the up
per pan, then draw the wicks through 
holes and peat or soil medium, then 
spread out to cover well. Add more 
peat or soil mix to within one inch of the 
top. Knock plant or seedlings from the 
pots, or you may cut individual seed
lings with a block of soil if they are grow
ing in a tray, and insert in the peat or soil 
medium. Then water with the same 
solution as in the pan, put in the shade 
for a day or two, and that's about the 
story of the self-watering boxes. 
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Planting 
Now that your box is complete, it's 

planting time. First, when plotting your 
planting, be lush rather than lean. 
Nothing looks worse than skimpy win
dow boxes. For a three-foot box, you 
should figure on six geraniums, five bal
cony petunias, two trailing plants, such 
as german ivy. If you'd like to cover a 
long space with such boxes, it is better 
to build several, no longer than three 
feet each, rather than one long one. 
You will find them easier to service, and 
much easier to move. Properly made by 
a good carpenter and tinsmith, the box
es will last for many years. They should 
be painted a pretty bright color outside, 
or stained with a non-creosote material. 

Hanging Baskets 
Since you need every clear space 

or square inch of floor space you can 
get to make your garden appear spa
cious, hanging and suspended plants 
are ideal. Hanging baskets can be a 
burst of flowers bouncing with color. 

If there is a ceiling which will hold a 
hammock hook securely, this is most 
ideal. Regardless of how you hang your 
baskets, be sure to have them on a 
sturdy bracket. Have a clip within easy 
reach so that you can take the basket 
down for that Saturday night bath and 
drying. Most stores carry individual 
metal rings with hangers that hold one 
pot. Fas ten them either to the wall or to 
a firmly fixed screen. The pot should be 
one size smaller than the pot that fits 
the ring. Double potting, with peat or 
any good medium between, keeps the 
inside pot cool and moist, and is ideal 
for growing. The medium used should 
be kept moist. October is a good time to 
begin planning those boxes and baskets 
for next summer. 

Cutting Plants 
You can accomplish two purposes 

at a single stroke if you prune your 
berry- and fruit-bearing plants now-if 
you prune them correctly. Too few of 
us seem aware of the decorative possi
bilities of berried branches in autumn 
rooms. Future fruiting may depend on a 
judicious thinning of bearing stems on 
the plant itself. This particular kind of 
pruning is what you might call "gross" 
pruning, as compared with the 
trimming and thinning and heading 
back you practice in the spring. At this 
you are concerned with the kind of 
immediate new-season growth that 
your cutting will make or promote. You 
are interested in producing the right 
number of fruit spurs on which all fall 
berries and fruit depend, as well as the 
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number of foliage shoots on which the 
food manufacturing leaves depend. in 
the autumn, soft new shoots, vulner
able to frost killing, are not likely to be 
promoted, since the whole plant is in 
the process of entering seasonal dor
mancy. But the cutting you do in the fall 
will affect the whole structure of the 
shrub or tree, and therefore will affect 
all later performance. 

Plant Hardiness 
In its commonest and simplest ap

plication, "hardiness" in a plant refers 
to thermal toughness, the plant's ability 
to withstand low temperatures. The 
reverse of this thermal application-re
sistance to heat, is also significant more 
often than you might think. But in addi
tion to what might be loosely called win
ter hardiness, a plant, to be completely 
successful, must possess hardiness or 
tolerance to half a dozen natural ele
ments or imposed conditions beside 
temperature. Granting that every plant 
has its thermal price and will die at one 
temperature extreme or another, most 
of the other hardiness factors are at 
least in part within your control. Among 
these, roughly in order of importance, 
are soil, underground drainage, air cir
culation, moisture, and exposure to 
wind and sun. Of overall importance, 
especially affecting your ability to con
trol the factors just mentioned, are your 
regional climate and seasonal weather. 
Consider these hardiness factors one at 
a time. 

Soil 
Soil that is light in texture, tending 

to dry quickly after rains, is more likely 
to toughen plants as winter comes on 
than a heavy soil that encourages late 
growth. If we have a severe winter, this 
toughening or ripening process may be 
of utmost importance. And with ever
green plants, a slowing of seasonal 
growth in autumn is more important 
than with plants that lose their leaves 
naturally when growth slows. 

Drainage 
Drainage of excess moisture un

derground is essential to prevent water
logging and suffocation of plant roots. 
As well as inducing rot, poor drainage 
may render a naturally light soil heavy, 
promoting the development of soft top
growth. Wet soils when frozen may 
cause additional serious damage. The 
harm done by poor surface drainage, 
which may itself be determined by top
ography or underground conditions, or 
both, may be equally great but is more 
readily recognized and coped with. 

Air Circulation 
Air circulation, perhaps better 

termed as air drainage, has a great deal 
to do with frost prevention. Cold air is 
heavier than warm air. It will always 
seek the lowest available level, just as 
water will. This air is to be avoided for 
plants that are susceptible to either 
great or prolonged cold beyond their 
natural tolerance. 

Moisture 
Moisture is largely out of your con

trol where rainfall is excessive, possibly 
within your control where rainfall is defi
cient. There is a limit to the extent to 
which you can make up by artificial wa
tering any lack of moisture your region 
affords. Given plenty of water, how
ever, and a willingness to baby your 
plant in the first place, you may be able 
to govern the water supply not only as it 
concerns the plant's natural thirst, ifwe 
may use the phrase, but as it affects the 
interrelated functions of soil and site. 

Exposure 
Exposure to wind and sun may 

also prove to be back-breaking straws 
for your plant camels. Many hardy ever
greens may be carried over winters on 
the sunless north side of your house 
when they would die if exposed to 
summer sun on the south side. Yet if 
your winds come from the north, 
windbreaks may be required as well. 
Combinations of wind and sun may 
affect different plants differently. 

Climate 
Climate usually takes over control 

of your plants' welfare after you have 
done your part, as best you can. Thus a 
desert plant, for example, that thrives 
on hot dry summers and cold dry win
ters is quite likely to die in areas where 
summers are muggy and winters are 
mild but cloudy and wet. 

You are likely to fail, because plant 
tissues never toughen, so fail to resist 
only moderate cold weather. Similarly, 
plants that withstand cold weather for 
short periods, especially when they are 
fully dormant, may die during the 
periods of moderate cold, or any kind of 
freezing weather, when tissues are not 
dormant. Length of growing season is 
of course another related factor affect
ing a plant's ability to survive. And you 
can't do much about that. 

Bob Bailey is Sandlapper's gardening 
editor, and familiar to many residents 
of the South Carolina Midlands for his 
work as Richland County extension 
leader for the Clemson University Ex
tension Service. 
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Word PoK'er Inc. 
Same courteous, 
professional people. 
Same outstanding 
Norelco 
didation products. 
Sameprompt1 efficient service. 

The only thing 
wcchangcd 
is the name. 
Now we're Word Power, Inc. (We used to be the Cooper 
D. Cass Co.) Apart from that nothing's changed. We're 
still the authorized distributorthroughout North and South 
Carolina for Norelco Dictation Systems ... where the 
bright new ideas in dictation come from. We still have 
the same courteous, professional people looking after 
you. And you'll still get the same prompt efficient seNice 
every time you call. So, the one thing we've changed is 
the one thing that won't make any difference to you. 
Call us and see. 

Ward Paff/er Inc. 
Complete Dictation Service 

For The Carolinas 
Columbia Charleston Greenville Florence 
256-7227 776-8381 277-4262 669-0383 

Charlotte, N.C. Gastonia, N.C. Greensboro, N.C. 
Raleigh, N.C. Asheville, N.C. 

Hickory, N.C. High Point, N.C. 

Winston-Salem, N.C. 





" Fairgoers supply the magic that brings 
the 11 0th State Fair to life as people from all 
over South Carolina stream through the main 
gates of the fairgrounds." 

STATE f Ai RS spEciAl MAqic 

October 1979 

by Martha Woodham 

Anyone can tell you-the South Car
olina State Fair is magic. 

The fair appears overnight by 
a mysterious sleight-of-hand, crowding 
what had been the empty asphalt of the 
fairgrounds the day before. Specialty 
booths spring up to line the Magic Mid
way, the street dreams live on. 

Rocket rides and Tilt-A-Whirls, 
roller coasters and Round-Ups sprout 
from the pavement. Their stilled seats 
are poised for take-off with squealing 
youngsters and the young-at-heart as 
passengers on the flights of fantasy. 
Merry-go-round horses, stabled in fro
zen prances beneath the gay carousel 
awning, wait to be released from their 
magic trances by eager riders. 

Ghosts and goblins lie in wait for 
the unwary to enter the Haunted House, 
and, at this hour, the performers in the 
vaudeville show are respectably clad. 

Scores of candy apples are lined up 
neatly on the shelves of concession 
stands crowded side by side in this junk 
food junkie's heaven, and the smell of 
cotton candy colors the air. 

The warm October days of prepa
ration give way to the brisk excitement 
of opening night, Oct. 19. Then fairgoers 
supply the magic that brings the 110th 
state fair to life as people from all over 
South Carolina stream through the 
main gates of the fairgrounds. 

This year's state fair, which contin
ues through Oct. 27, follows a tradition 
begun in 1869 by the State Agricultural 
and Mechanical Society of South Caro
lina, an eleemosynary institution owned 
and controlled by its members. Al
though the fair is the "state fair," the 
event is not state-owned and receives 
no state funds. 

Despite the modern rides and live 
entertainment, the fireworks and thrills 
haven't replaced the state fair's original 
purpose. 

"Our mission is to promote the ag
ricultural and industrial interests of 
South Carolina," said state fair manager 
W.L. Abernathy. "The society was 
founded for that, and it's still our mis-

. " s1on. 
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In support of the society's purpose, 
large barns that have been uninhabited 
since the 1978 fair are filled with rows of 
preening poultry. Dairy and beef cows 
take up temporary residence in a barn 
crowned by a large sign reading "CAT
TLE," and pigs, with their great girths, 
are certain crowd pleasers. 

The animals on display are also 
being judged in a complicated system of 
categories and classes. Even guinea 
pigs and pigeons are part of the show. 

In addition to being judged Best of 
t"',-~ _ ·~""1: Breed, some of the livestock and poul

try will be sold by auction during the 
nine-day fair. The auction is a special 
feature begun in 1978. 

Sandlapper 



Other aspects of South Carolina's 
agricultural economy are not neglected. 
Cash prizes and blue ribbons are award
ed for the best field crops-cotton, 
corn and soybeans, for example. Jars of 
honey and preserves are judged. There's 
even a category for homemade wines. 

Vegetables and nuts, fruit and 
cured meats-all go on display, and all 
are guaranteed to make visitors' mouths 
water at the extravaganza of food. The 
piles of fruits and vegetables are mute 
tributes to the state's productivity. 

South Carolina business is also on 
exhibit. Companies sponsor booths in 
the Hampton and Cantey buildings, 

oldest man and the oldest woman, to 
the couple who's been married the long
est and to the couple who was married 
most recently. 

School children have their days at 
the fair, too. Special School Days are 
Oct. 19 and 29. And preschoolers and 
kindergarteners are the favored guests 
Oct. 22-23 when tours of the exhibits 
are scheduled. 

Other special events at the fair are 
nightly entertainment in the grand
stand. Performances range from coun
try and rock bands to beauty pageants 
to fireworks. Daily performances by 
clowns and marionettes, as well as milk-

ing, food and craft demonstrations, are 
also planned. 

After the fair's nine-day life is over, 
rides are dismantled, prizes are packed 
away and the cows go home. But a little 
bit of the magic is left behind-the thrill
ing rides remembered, the snuggly 
stuffed animal won or the bright blue 
ribbon that signals "The Best." 

Martha A. Woodham, a natiue of Bish
opui/le, is a former reporter for the 
Greenville News and is now a staff writ
er for the S.C. Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism. 

and promoters greet fair patrons with ,--------------------------------
ready spiels and friendly chatter. Visi-
tors load up on freebies, register for 
contest prizes, sample fudge and mar-
vel over microwave oven demonstra
tions. Others ogle the latest in sports 
cars or computerized sewing machines. 

In addition to agriculture and indus
try, the fair also covers fine arts and 
hand crafts. The fair houses its own art 
show, which exhibits works by amateur 
and professional artists. Other exam
ples of handiwork are the dozens of 
knitted, crocheted and cross-stitched 
items on display. Quilts hung like ban
ners are suspended from the rafters of 
the Ruff Building, which is filled with all 
types of needlework and crafts. Elabor
ate doll houses, in Victorian or Early 
American styles, are favorites of chil
dren and adults. 

By the fair's opening night, the 
Flower Building has been transformed 
from a drab metal structure into a gar
den of exotic plants. Orchids, roses and 
camellias are three hothouse favorites, 
and their blemish-free blooms bedazzle 
visitors. A forest scene, complete with 
pine trees and babbling brook, is creat
ed indoors, and children with sharp 
eyes are quick to spot the wildlife cam
ouflaged beneath flowers and shrubs. 

And there's much more. Southern 
recipes for biscuits, pies, cakes and 
cookies will be judged, and the delecta
ble delights will make fair patrons wish 
they could take a turn at taste testing. 

The food on exhibit may be off-lim
its to fairgoers, but much of the fair's ap
peal is its carnival fare. Hot dogs and 
corn dogs have that special fair flavor, 
and cotton candy has to be the favorite 
of all kids. French fries splashed with 
vinegar are like no other fries in the 
state. 

The state fair has its own brand of 
magic for all ages, and there's some
thing for everyone. 

Senior Citizens' Day is Oct. 24. All 
senior citizens are admitted free until 6 
p.m., and awards will be given to the 
October 1979 
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GET YOUR DUCK STOVE Now. SUPPLIES _ 
GET IDtf WHEM THE POND FREEZES OVE~. 

It's hard to think about the cold, 
nasty winter when it's warm and 
sunny outside. But it's important. 

Because summer or fall 
is the smart time to buy your 
Buck Stove. 

Why? Because when the 
frost is on the pumpkin and en
ergy bills are putting a chill in 
everyone's pocketbooks, people 
buy Buck Stoves with overwhelm
ing frequency. So many folks 
make the sensible decision for 
wood heat right after they've got
ten their first winter heat bill that, 
in all honesty, we can't always 
keep up. 

The Buck Stove is a care
fully constructed, high perf or-

mance heating system. It takes 
time to build right. We take that 
time, which is why Buck Stove is 
generally considered the best 
wood heating system you can buy. , 

But this means we can't speed up 
when the snow is 'a falling and 
the crunch comes down. 

When the pond freezes 
over our business heats up. 

Let your Buck Stove dealer 
convince you that now is the best 
time to buy, so that, come this 
winter, you won't be left out in 
the cold. 

Want a free brochure or 
the name of your nearest dealer? 
Write us:Smoky Mountain En
terprises,Inc.,Dept.SL109,P.0. 
Drawer8789, ~ 
Asheville, 
NC28804. ® 

' 1979 Smoky Mountain - ~ 
Ent. , Inc. Buck Stove is a registered trademark. 

Currier& Ives print "Ce11tral-Park, Winte1; The Skating Po11d," cow1esy of Heritage Pla11/atio11 of Sandwich, Mass. 
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CrockpotSou~ ~ Saqdwiches 

October 1979 

by Mable Hoffman 

A fter you have made a few soups, 
you will be convinced that slow 
cookers were made just for this 

purpose. They bring out the flavors by 
retaining all of the natural meat and 
vegetable juices. 

If you are tired of rushing home af. 
ter work or shopping to make dinner, 
plan to have a hearty main dish soup. 
Start with leftover turkey, chicken or 
ham bone. Then you can build almost 
any traditional soup with a few season
ings and vegetables. Put the ingredients 
into your slow cooker before you leave. 
When you get home, it will be ready to 
serve in large portions directly from the 
pot. To complem the meal, heat thick 
slices of buttered French bread. What 
could be easier? 

Some soups are glamorous enough 
to serve your guests. Bouillabaise is 
quite a conversation piece in itself. 

Bouillabaise 
1 carrot, chopped 
1 onion, chopped 
1 clove garlic, minced 
1 {I-lb.) can tomatoes, cut up 
3 cups water 
2 bay leaves 
2 cups beef bouillon 
Y4 cup chopped parsley 
Yz tsp. dried thyme leaves, crushed 
1 tbs. salt 
1 tsp. lemon juice 
1/16 tsp. powdered saffron 
1 lb. large uncooked shrimp, shelled 
1 lb. fresh or frozen fish fillets , thawed 

and cut into 2-inch chunks 
2 uncooked lobster tails, cut into 

2-inch chunks* 
In large slow-cooking pot, combine car· 
rot, onion, garlic, tomatoes, water, bay 
leaves, bouillon, parsley, thyme, salt, 
lemon juice and saffron. Cover and 
cook on low for six to eight hours. Strain; 
return broth to pot. Turn control to 
high. Add shrimp, fish fillets and lobster. 
Cover pot and cook on high for 20 to 30 
minutes or until seafood is done. Serve 
in large bowls with French bread. 
Makes six to seven servings. (If lobster 
tails are cooked, add them about five 
minutes before serving.) 

53 



Minestrone Soup 
1 lb. beef shank or stew meat 
6 cups water 
1 onion, chopped 
1 tsp. salt 
1 tsp. powdered thyme 
2 lbs. minced parsley 
Yii tsp. pepper 
1 (16-oz.) can tomatoes, cut up 
1 zucchini, thinly sliced 
1 (16-oz.) can garbanzo beans, drained 
2 cups chopped cabbage 
1 cup small elbow macaroni 
1 cup small elbow macaroni, uncooked 
Yii cup grated Parmesan cheese 
In slow-cooking pot, combine beef with 
water, onion, salt, thyme, parsley, 
pepper and tomatoes. Cover and cook 
on low for seven to nine hours. Remove 
beef bones; cut up meat and return to 
pot. Turn control to high. Add zucchini, 
beans, cabbage and macaroni. Cover 
and cook on high for 30 to 45 minutes or 
until vegetables are tender. Sprinkle 
with cheese. Makes eight to ten serv
ings. 

Lentil Soup-Crescenti Style* 
1 to 2 lbs. beef neck bone or beef shanks 
3 carrots, peeled and chopped 
3 medium potatoes, peeled and 

chopped 
1 large onion, peeled and chopped 
3 stalks celery with tops, chopped 
3 tomatoes, chopped 
Ys tsp. marjoram 
5 cups water 
5 beef bouillon cubes, crumbled 
Yz lb. lentils 
1 tsp. salt 
Yii tsp. pepper 
2 zucchini, chopped 
Yz head cabbage, shredded 
In slow-cooking pot, combine beef with 
carrots, potatoes, onion, celery, toma
toes, marjoram, water, bouillon cubes, 
lentils, salt and pepper. Cover and cook 
on low for nine to ten hours or until len
tils are tender. Remove beef bones from 
pot; cut off meat and return to pot. Turn 
control to high. Add zucchini and cab
bage. Cover pot and cook on high for 30 
to 45 minutes or until vegetables are 
tender. Makes eight servings. This is a 
thick, hearty soup, similar to a stew. 
*This recipe designed for 4Yz quart or 
larger slow-cooking pot. Cut recipe in 
half for smaller pot. 

New England Clam Chowder 
Yii lb. salt pork or bacon, cut in 

small cubes 
1 onion, chopped 
2 medium potatoes, peeled and diced 
Yz tsp. salt 
Ys tsp. pepper 
3 cups water 
54 

2 (7-oz.) cans minced clams or 1 pint 
fresh-shucked clams, cut up 

2 cups light cream or evaporated milk 
Paprika 
Saute' pork with onion in a skillet or in 
slow-cooking pot with browning unit. 
Combine sauteed pork, onion, pota
toes, salt, pepper and water in pot. Cov
er and cook on low five to seven hours. 
Turn control to high. Add clams and 
cream. Cover and cook on high for 15 
minutes. Sprinkle with paprika. Makes 
six to seven servings. 

Hot Chicken Salad 
2 cups diced cooked chicken 

(or turkey) 
l Yz cups diced celery 
1 cup ham-flavored croutons 
Yz cup slivered toasted almonds 
l Yz tsp. grated Parmesan cheese 
4 tbs. mayonnaise 
1 tbs. lemon juice 
Yz tsp. salt 
Yii tsp. curry powder (optional) 
1 cup crushed potato chips 
Yz cup grated cheddar cheese 
In slow-cooking pot, combine chicken, 
celery, croutons, almonds and Parme
san cheese. Tass together to mix. In 
small bowl, combine mayonnaise, 
lemon juice, salt and curry powder. Stir 
until well blended. Pour over chicken 
mixture. Stir to coat thoroug11ly. Cover 
and cook on low two to tl • ee hours. 
Sprinkle with potato chip$ ,nd cheddar 
cheese. Turn to high and .)Ok another 
20 minutes or until chet:se melts. 

Overstuffed Tuna-Egg Salad Rolls 
1 (9Yii-oz .) can tuna, drained 
3 hard-cooked eggs, chopped 
Yz cup finely chopped celery 
1 tbs. chopped chives 
2 tbs. sweet pickle relish 
Yz cup mayonnaise 
Yii tsp. salt 
Ys tsp. pepper 
6 to 7 hamburger buns 
Foil 
In mixing bowl, combine drained tuna, 
eggs, celery, chives, relish, mayonnaise, 
salt and pepper. Spoon mixture into 
split hamburger buns. Wrap each bun 
in foil. Place in slow-cooking pot. Cover 
and heat on low for two to two-and-one
half hours. Serve hot from the pot. 
Makes six to seven servings. 

Tavern Soup 
Yii cup finely chopped celery 
Yii cup finely chopped carrot 
Yii cup finely chopped green pepper 
Yii cup finely chopped onion 
3 (13%-oz.) cans chicken broth 
2 tbs. butter or margarine 

1 tsp. salt 
Yii tsp. pepper 
1/3 cup flour 
3 cups(% lb.) grated sharp cheddar 

cheese 
1 (12-oz.) can light beer (at room 

temperature) 
Combine celery, carrot, green pepper 
and onion in slow-cooking pot. Add 
broth, butter, salt and pepper. Cover 
and cook on low for five to six hours. 
Strain mixture; puree vegetables in 
blender and return to pot with broth. 
Turn control to high. Dissolve flour in 
small amount of water; add to broth. 
Add cheese, one-half cup at a time, stir
ring until blended. Pour in beer. Cover 
and cook on high 15 to 20 minutes. 
Makes six to eight servings. 

Reuben Sandwiches 
1 (1-lb.)can sauerkraut 
Sliced corned beef brisket (not canned) 
Yii lb. Swiss cheese, sliced ' 
Sliced rye bread 
Sandwich spread or Thousand Island 

dressing 
Drain sauerkraut in sieve; then on pa
per towels until very dry. Place sauer
kraut in bottom of slow-cooking pot. 
Arrange layer of corned beef slices on 
sauerkraut. Top with cheese slices. 
Cover and cook on low three to four 
hours. Toast slices of bread; spread 
generously with sandwich spread. 
Spoon ingredients from slow-cooking 
pot onto toasted bread, maintaining lay
ers of sauerkraut, meat and cheese. 
Serve open-faced or closed. Makes 
three to four sandwiches. 

Ham-Stuffed French Rolls 
2 cups finely chopped cooked ham 
2 hard-cooked eggs, finely chopped 
2 tbs. minced green onion 
2 tbs. chopped ripe olives (optional) 
1 tsp. prepared mustard 
1 tsp. sweet pickle relish 
Yz cup small cubes cheddar cheese 
1/3 cup mayonnaise 
6 large or 8 small French rolls 
Combine ham with eggs, onion, olives, 
mustard, relish, cheese and mayon
naise. Cut off tops or one end of rolls; 
scoop out most of soft center. Fill with 
ham mixture. Replace top or end of roll. 
Placed filled rolls in slow-cooking pot. 
Cover and heat on low for two or three 
hours. Rolls may be kept hot and served 
from the pot. Makes six to eight serv
ings. 

Photo and recipes taken from Mable 
Hoffman's Crockery Cooker, pub
lished by H.P. Books, Box 5367, Tuc
son, Ariz., 85703. $4.95 (paperback) 
Copyright© 1979, H.P. Books. All rights 
reserved. Sandlapper 
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Sylvia W. Westerdahl, South Carolina's first woman solicitor, is an avid Aiken 
horsewoman known for her hunt breakfasts. Born in Middlesboro, Ky., she attend
ed the University of Tennessee and received her bachelor of law degree in 1960. 
The first female lawyer in Oak Ridge, Tenn., shelater became the first woman title 
examiner for the Tennessee Valley Authority .. She and her husband, attorney 
Allen F. Westerdahl, moved to Aiken in 1%3. Ms. Westerdahl practiced law in 
Aiken, served with the public defender's office and was elected solicitor for Aiken, 
Bamberg and Barnwell counties in 1977. 

Ms. Westerdahl lists her hobbies as "work and family." She enjoys gardening 
and horseback riding. The Westerdahls are members of the Charing Fox Hounds, 
and have hunted as visitors with the Belle Mead Hunt in Thompson, Ga., and the 
Middleton Hunt in Charleston. She hosts the annual Christmas hunt breakfast for 
the Charing Fox Hounds, and herewith a typical hunt breakfast menu. 

Co~ 
Menu 

Gravy 
Biscuits 

Charleston Easter Eggs-so named 
because first time I had it was 

in Charleston on Easter Sunday 
Two kinds of honey-Sour wood 

and Locust honey 
Cheese grits 

Pecan pound cake 

Country Ham 
Choose a good Virginia ham weighing 
eight or nine pounds. Cover the ham 
with cold water and let it soak for 12 
hours. Then cut away the rusty part 
from the undersides and edges. Scrub 
with a coarse cloth or stiff brush. Put on 
to boil in cold water, being sure that the 
ham is entirely covered with water all 
the time it is boiling. Allow one-half hour 
for each pound the ham weighs, and let 
it boil slowly. Do not remove the skin of 
the ham until it is entirely cold; wait until 
the day after it is boiled, if possible. 
After skimming wipe the ham very dry 
and lay it upside down on a baking dish. 
Cover the bottom of the baking dish 
with a paste made of two cups of brown 
·sugar and one cup of apple or peach 
brandy. Cook for 10 minutes, then take 
the dish out and turn the ham over and 
stick allspice all over the top and sides. 
Put back into the oven, and baste con-
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Charleston Easter Eggs 
One dozen eggs 
One dozen tbs. of half-and-half 
V,i to Yz lb. of coarsely chopped 

cooked shrimp 
Salt and pepper to taste 
Beat eggs and half-and-half well. Scram
ble in frying pan. When half cooked, 
add shrimp. Salt and pepper to taste. 
Serve immediately. 

tinually until brown. It should take 
about one-half hour. 

Cheese Grits 
2 cups grits 
8 cups water 
1 tbs. salt 
Stir grits into boiling, salted water. Cov
er and reduce heat to simmer. Cook un
til thick-about 30 minutes. Pour into 
large mixing bowl and add: 

2 raw eggs 
1 cup grated sharp cheese 
1 tbs. black pepper 
Dash of cayenne (optional) 
1 tbs. worcestershire 
1 cup milk 
1 tbs. butter 
Mix thoroughly and pour into baking 
dish, reserving enough cheese to cover 
top. Bake one hour or longer at 325 
degrees. 

Pecan Bourbon Pound Cake 
2 cups finely chopped pecans 
Yz cup of bourbon 
3Yz cups sifted all-purpose flour 
lYz tsp. baking powder 
Yz tsp. salt 
Yz tsp. salt 
Yz tsp. nutmeg 
Yz tsp. cinnamon 
% tsp. ground cloves 
8 eggs 
2 cups butter or margarine, softened 
2 cups sugar 
1 tsp. vanilla extract 
Yz cup bourbon 
Coffe Glaze (see below) 
Mixed Nuts 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease 
well and flour a ten-inch tube pan. In a 
small bowl, combine pecans and half a 
cup of bourbon. M1x well and let stand. 
Sift together flour, baking powder, salt 
and spices. Set aside. Beat eggs until 
they are thick and light, and in another 
bowl beat butter with sugar until light: 
Beat in vanilla. Add beaten eggs, beat
ing at low speed, then at high speed un
til mixture is thick and fluffy. At low 
speed, gradually beat in flour mixture 
just until combined. Stir in bourbon
pecan mixture. Turn batter into pre
pared pan and spread so that batter is 
slightly higher at side and against tube. 
Place a 12-inch square of brown paper 
over pan and bake on·e hour and ten 
minutes (removing paper after baking 
30 minutes). Cool in pan, then turn onto 
wire rack. When the cake is completely 
cooled, apply an 18-inch square of 
cheesecloth which has soaked in a half 
cup of bourbon. Wrap cake in cheese
cloth and foil, store several days in air
tight container. Decorate with coffee 
glaze and mixed nuts. · 

Coffee Glaze: 
2 tbs. milk 
1 tsp. instant coffee 
2 tbs. butter or margarine 
V,i tsp. vanilla extract 
1% cups unsifted convectioner's sugar 
In a small saucepan, heat milk with cof
fee and butter, stirring until coffee is dis
solved. After removing from heat, grad
ually stir the mixture into sugar in a 
small bowl until smooth and well-com
bined. Add vanilla and let cool about 
five minutes. Glaze will thicken on 
standing. 

55 



56 

The Parnell-Martin Companies 
1326 E. River St. 
Anderson, SC 29621 

Gateway Supply Co. 
1312 Hamrick St. 
Columbia, SC 29202 

L.C. Morehouse Supply, Inc. 
200 N. McQueen St. 
Florence, SC 29501 

Morehouse-Huber, Inc. 
160 George Patton Dr. 
Orangeburg, SC 29115 
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S econd only to kitchens, bathrooms 
are the most remodeled and redec
orated rooms in our homes today. 

The problem of undersized and over
utilized bathrooms is practically univer
sal, whether it is the morning rush hour 
or soiled towels ana steamy walls Just 
before dinner guests arrive. 

The cost of re-doing your existing 
bathroom or building a well-designed 
practical addition can be less than the 
cost of moving two blocks down the 
street and will increase the value and 
saleability of your property. 

Most homes have what is called a 
wet wall. This is the wall that contains 
the hot and cold plumbing pipes and 
drainage lines. When adding a bath, 
take advantage of this wet wall by plac
ing the new bath either back to back, 
adjacent to or over an existing bath
room or kitchen. If you would have to 
build new hallways and cut into existing 
space to get to the new bathroom, it will 
not be much cheaper than placing the 
bathroom elsewhere and having addi
tional pipe installed. Don't feel that you 
must use the original plumbing. If you 
discover that your present pipes may 
need replacing in a year or two, go 
ahead and replace them now. This will 
save money in the long run. 

Deciding whether you want to re-
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model an existing bath or add a new one 
is not difficult. You already know the 
size of your family and the inconven
iences you have put up with, and 
probably have an idea of the best solu
tion. The most difficult bathroom to re
model is the minimum sized five- by sev
en-foot bathroom where the tub is 
against the outside wall and toilet and 
lavatory are tightly jammed together on 
the wet wall. Additional space may be 
gained in the bathroom with a minimum 
of construction and plumbing extension 
by cantilevering the bathroom over the 
foundation . This design would give you 
a larger, safer bathroom that is easier to 
clean. 

If your house has only one bath, 
the most important consideration in 
building a second bathroom is the loca
tion. If you can back a new bath up to an 
existing wet wall, another bath or a 
kitchen, you will save on the plumbing if 
the pipes can handle the increased load. 
If you do not want to take the space 
from a room, you may be able to remod
el the existing bath into a large-com
partmented bathroom which should 
function as two. A lot will depend on 
how the bath is to be used. If it is to be a 
half-bath (a lavatory and toilet, no bath
tub or shower) for guests, place it near 
the entrance off the front hall ( or off the 

by Michael Whatley 

CJJatJuooms 

study if that room doubles as a guest 
room). If the second bath is being added 
for the use of the entire family it should 
be placed off the bedroom hallway. If 
the bath is for more private use, it can 
be located off the maste bedroom. 

The smaller the bathroom, the 
more certain you must be that it is safe. 
Do not put a window over the tub or 
anywhere else where someone could 
slip and fall against it. Avoid sharp an
gles in spaces that are too small to clean 
easily. If you can accommodate both a 
tub and a shower stall, put buth in, 
because tubs are not really designed for 
standing. Both should have grab bars 
firmly anchored to studs which should 
be able to support your weight. Do not 
make the bathroom so small and cramp
ed that you cannot faint in it without hit
ting half a dozen sharp angles ( when 
people feel ill, the first place they run to 
is the bathroom). 

Glass towel bars, shelves and ac
cessories should never be used in a 
bathroom. Bathroom dividers and 
shower stalls should be made of un
breakable plastic. 

There can be as much as a 400 per
cent difference in the price of the cheap
est and the most expensive lavatories 
and tubs, a 300 percent difference in the 
cost of toilets. There are comparable 
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price differences between thi various 
grades of shower stalls, sinks and other 
appointments. Several things account 
for these differences. They are as fol
lows: 

1. The material of which the fix
tures are made. 

2. The design of the fixtures; The 
more refined the design, the more the 
fixtures cost; for instance, wall hung 
toilets, which simplify floor cleaning, are 
more expensive than pedestal designs. 
Similarly, a tub with a built-in seat costs 
more than a conventional tub. 

3 . The color of the fixtures: 
Colored enamel is available in better 
grade fixtures and adds 10-15 percent 
to fixture cost. 

4. The operation of the toilets; 
The wash-down toilet is the cheapest. It 
has a round bowl, a front drain, and a 
low water level. It needs a lot of scrub
bing, makes a lot of noise and is apt to 
overflow. The reverse trap and siphon
jet toilets are of the same type, though a 
step above the wash-down type. The 
siphon-vortex toilet is the most sani
tary. It is also the most expensive. It 
cleans itself with a minimum of noise 
and up-keep. There are also silent flush, 
wall-hung and corner toilets . 

5. Fittings used: These are sold 
separately from fixtures and add sub
stantially to the total plumbing bill. In 
fact, it is not unusual for the fittings 
needed in the bathroom to come to 60 
percent of the total cost of the fixtures . 

Finishing materials in the bath
room should be moisture-proof. Cer
amic tile walls are a favorite. Bathroom 
lighting can vary from the glamorous to 
the sadistic. One small fixture over the 
mirror above the lavoratory is usually 
not sufficient to shave by. An incandes
cent light on each side of the mirror, a 
little lower than the eye level, is best for 
shaving and applying makeup. If the 
bathroom is compartment, additional 
light fixtures will be required. If you are 
remodeling or updating an existing bath 
in an old home, it may be interesting to 
save or use old fixtures such as a claw
foot bathtub , a ceiling-hung oval 
shower rod with an add-a-shower can 
be used over the claw-foot tub. A mod
ern lavatory could be installed in an an
tique wash-stand with a mirror above it 
to take the place of the new modern
day vanity. 

Good luck and happy bath-remod
eling. 

J. Michael Whatley, president of Ameri
can Building and Remodeling Co. in 
Columbia, is Sandlapper's building and 
decorating consultant. 
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Coop;;CR't;;;·u~idge 
T he Cooper River Bridge-that is, 

the original "Great Cooper River 
Bridge," or, officially, the John P. 

Grace Memorial Bridge-was opened 
to traffic 50 years ago. The exact date 
was Aug. 8, 1929. As you can see, the 
bridge has been called many different 
things. And, although not all of its names 
have been complimentary, to the gener
ation that built it, and to the one that fol
lowed through the stock market crash 
and a world war, it was a feat of early 
twentieth-century engineering, a singu
lar structure and a symbol of Charles
ton's uniqueness, South Carolina's 
greatness. 

For many years the only vehicular 
bridge in the entire world higher than 
this behemoth straddling the Cooper 
River was the George Washington 
Bridge over the Hudson River at New 
York. The cultural and social impact 
upon the state's citizens who saw the 
Cooper River Bridge and used it must 
have been something akin to the visual 
shock of the grand European cathedrals 
during the middle ages: low-storied 
houses, then suddenly a mammoth 
structure! New York had its concrete 
canyons to soften the visual towering of 
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by Robert Rosen 

the George Washington Bridge, but 
Charleston's architecture, if elegant, 
did not lend itself to challenging the air
space of a three-mile-long fantasy of 
sculptural engineering. 

Conceived originally as a traffic ar
tery to a proposed tourist resort on the 
Isle of Palms, the bridge itself beqime a 
tourist attraction. 

Thomas Petigru Lesesne listed it in 
Landmarks of Charleston (1932): "From 
the crest of this engineering achieve
ment are provided commanding views. 
In the distance to the right is Fort Sum
ter, looking for all the world like a toy 
fortress in a toy pool. From this coign of 
vantage one sees the many bold and lit
tle creeks that flow into the Cooper. To 
the middle left one sees the heavy 
woods of Christ Church Parish. Give 
the imagination rein and appear ghosts 
of almost naked Indians, of early Eng
lish, French, Irish, Scotch; of bitter con
flicts of man against man; of Sir Peter 
Parker and his naval armada smiting 
the little palmetto fort with shot and 
shell . .. No visitor to Charleston should 
forego the opportunity of passing over 
the three-mile Cooper River Bridge. It is 
a sensation well worth the trivial jour-

ney." 
The bitter conflicts of man against 

man seen from the Bridge today are 
usually fights over zoning what has be
co me the most desirable land in 
Charleston County. Ours is a much 
more cynical age, and the wonder of 
such a structure has become common
place amid such curiousities as the 
World Trade Center, a man on the 
moon and Star Wars . The bridge has 
had a modern twin since 1966, and it is 
unlikely that the News and Courier will 
report again, as did Otis Perkins, "Al
though thousands of tourists and others 
do drive over it each year, some people 
have balked. County police often have 
been asked to drive wary travelers 
across the span. One was even known 
to turn around and take the old route 
via Jamestown, Andrews and George
town. Police took the wheel for a Mas
sachusetts couple. Two North Carolina 
dance instructors gave an officer a cou
pon for a free dance lesson for driving 
them across. A Miami real tor 'buried his 
head between his legs' during a similar 
run and another man made the trip 
blindfolded." 
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(Photos courtesy Charleston News and Courier.) 

On Feb. 24, 1946, the Nicaragua Victory was pushed bythetideandthe 10,000tone 
ship ripped the Cooper River Bridge in two. 
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No wonder it was called the Great 
Cooper River Bridge. Such incidents 
served to make it even taller than it was, 
a gossamer roller coaster to the Holy 
City, a filmy apparition among the clouds 
and sea-gulls. Of course today the idea 
of a free disco lesson or a Cooper River 
Bridge blindfold seems just a little bit 
ludicrous: the "Cooper River Bridge 
Hustle," no doubt? Still, it had its time. 

One of a number of New South 
schemes designed to bring back the 
economy of the area, the bridge was the 
grand project of Charleston's first Irish 
mayor, the Hon. John P. Grace. The 
bridge was originated as a private pro
ject, and was built by a private company 
at the cost of $6 million. Mayor Grace, 
the company's president, could not be 
said to have been held back whatsoever 
in his determination to erect the bridge. 
Perhaps no public facility is more fairly a 
memorial to one man. Grace planned it, 
nurtured it, went to Columbia to lobby 
for appropriate legislation, pressed his 
friend Gov. John G. Richards to sign 
the enabling bill , went to Chicago to ne
gotiate a contract, went to New York to 
receive the bids and even argued the 
test case personally before the South 
Carolina Supreme Court. It was his levi
athan baby, and he had the scope of vi
sion to go along with it. Although he sold 
the idea to various financing consor
tiums as part and parcel of development 
of the Isle of Palms, to be paid for by a 
SO-cent-per-vehicle toll, the prepara
tions he made for the building of the 
structure encouraged paving of High
way 40 to Georgetown, opening up the 
entire upper coast of the state. And, de
spite occasional financial difficulties, 
not the least of which was the stock 
market crash, Mayor Grace's bridge 
survived to be sold first to Charleston 
County, then to the state, finally to be
come a major artery not just for Charles
ton commuters, but for the ever-in
creasing coastal traffic of South Caro
lina. 

Before the building of the bridge, 
Highway 40 was a dirt road, and the 
only way to Sullivan's Island or the Isle 
of Palms was a major undertaking, des
cribed by Robert Molloy in his 1947 
Charleston, A Gracious Heritage, 
"There was no long bridge to deliver 
you there almost at once. You had to 
take the ferry to Mount Pleasant. The 
ferry boat was an ancient affair, prob
ably acquired from some operator who 
had found it no longer fit for use on the 
Great Lakes, and it rejoiced in the sin
gularly inappropriate name of Sappho. 
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It creaked miserably and its smell was a 
composite of all the smells that afflict 
ferry boats-salt water, tar, rotting 
wood. Later it was supplemented or re
placed by a somewhat newer vessel, the 
Lawrence, which seemed a great im
provement." 

As great an improvement as the 
new ferry boat seemed, it paled into in
significance in the shadow of the Great 
Cooper River Bridge, opened with a fan
fare that lasted three days in August of 
1929, truly a "grand" opening: By one 
account, 11,000 cars passed over the 

one of the graceful and poetic scenes of 
Charleston. Now, it seems we've lost 
track of the impact of the bridge, the his
tory of the bridge and the beauty of the 
bridge. The bridge itself is old and tired. 
In ironic celebration of the bridge's 50 
years, a recent consultant's report says 
that the old bridge may be too weak to 
keep pace with modern trucking. If that 
is so, the old bridge's days are number
ed. If rendered useless, the old bridge 
would probably jump, if it could. The 
News and Courier might or might not 
print its name. 

Robert Rosen practices law in Charles
ton . He resides on Wentworth Street, 
in sight of the Old Cooper River Bridge. 
He is a graduate of the University of 
Virginia, Harvard University, and the 
University of South Carolina School of 
Law. He is presently assistant corpora
tion counsel of the City of Charleston. 
He owns a condominium on Seabrook 
Island, more than 30 miles from the 
Cooper River. He does not drive over 
the Cooper River Bridge. 

bridge during one four-hour toll-free ~------------------------------
period on opening day. Quite a parade 
of what would now be vintage cars. 

Of course, the story of the bridge 
hasn't been all glory. There are other 
anecdotes, such as the one in which the 
bridge's chief engineer reported, "that if 
a 10,000-ton steamer should collide 
with the piers of the bridge, it would be 
the steamer alone which would suffer 
damage." On Feb. 24, 1946, the Nicara
gua Victory lost its anchor hold, and the 
tide pushed the 10,000-ton ship into the 
bridge, ripping it in two. Or the time the 
bridge was offered at Sheriffs sale for 
delinquent taxes, about six weeks after 
the grand opening. 

And, there are the jumpers, the 
near-jumpers and the suicide-fascina
tion cult associated with such a tall 
bridge. Several people offered to jump, 
as a publicity stunt, including a Virginia 
high-diver in June of 1935. He wasn't 
hired. And an offer by a city policeman 
in December of 1934 to jump for $150 
brought many jokes but no money for 
the officer. One woman, evidently not 
among his admirers, remarked that it 
would be worth $150 just to get rid of 
him. He didn't oblige her. Besides, the 
water would have been cold. 

The fascination surrounding those 
who jump for other reasons is kindled 
by the suicides and attempted suicides 
from the bridge. Twenty-two acknow
ledged jumpers have made the plunge. 
Five have survived, one from the high
est point on the bridge. The News and 
Courier, realizing the morbid curiousity 
of the public, has placed in its clipping 
files the notice: "Reporters must con
sult the managing editor before listing 
any names of previous jumpers." The 
paper, quite rightly, thinks it's an un
necessary invasion of privacy. 

The old Cooper River Bridge is ac
tually a beautiful structure, hardly in 
keeping with the grim purpose of jump
ers. Before the erection of the new 
bridge, a view of the Great Bridge was 
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The Meechame Family: (left to right): Mary Ann (Lisa Jane Persky), Ben (Michael O'Keefe), 
Brian Andrews (Matt), Lt. Col. Bull Meecham, USMC (Robert Duvall), Lillian (Blythe Danner) 
and Karen (Julie Anne Haddock). 

by Pat Conroy "your father is one of the great actors 
of the world, Ben, but he is a child 
actor and his role hasn't changed 

or developed since I've known him. I 
sometimes wonder what would have 
happened to your father if he had left 
the Marine Corps and become an insur
ance salesman or a used car dealer . I 
wonder what that would have done to 
his self-image. I see the need for a fighter 
pilot to maintain an enormous ego be
cause without it his life might be en
dangered." 

"I don't believe that , Mama," Ben 
said with sudden seriousness. 

Pat Conroy's The Great Santini in its 
film version by Bing Crosby Produc
tions, starring Robert Duvall and 
Blythe Danner, will be premiered by 
Warner Bros. in Beaufort, October 27. 
Spirits are high following the success of 
Conrack, starring Jon Voight, the 
screen version of Conroy's first novel 
The Water is Wide. 

"It's true, Ben. Every time your 
father goes up in a plane, there's a 
chance he won't come back. There's a 
chance that something will go wrong 
with the plane or some horrible acci
dent will occur. I think your father brags 
and struts and pretends he's the great
est pilot in the world because he's cov
ering up something. He's covering up 
his fear ." 

Ben walked to the stove and pour-
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ed himself a cup of coffee. "What do 
you think you're doing, mister?" his 
mother asked. "You're not old enough 
to drink coffee." 

"Dad let me drink some this morn
ing," Ben answered. "I drank it black." 

"If you want to drink it when you 
get away from my house, then drink it. 
But in my house you won't touch it. The 
caffeine's bad for you." 

"The reason I don't believe that 
fighter pilot stuff, Mom," Ben said, pour
ing the coffee back into the pot, "is that I 
remember Major Finch." 

"You barely even knew Lamar. He 
was a prince of a man." 

"I went to school with his son and I 
used to play pick-up basketball games 
with Marines who worked on his plane. 
Do you know what was different about 
him?" 

"There was a lot different about 
Lamar Finch." 

"I heard over and over again that 
he was the best pilot in the Marine 
Corps. And he never said a single word 
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· to anybody. He was quiet and polite and 
just a nice guy. Billy Lamar told me that 
his father didn't drink, cuss, smoke or 
brag, or anything. That's what every
body said. But the story I loved the best 
was that Major Finch whipped Dad's 
fanny when they hassled together on 
maneuvers. So if Major Finch didn't 
have to drink and brag and kick his kids 
around, why do Dad and some of his 
other Marine buddies have to?" 

"Major Finch was the exception. 
He was not seduced by the myth of the 
Marine Corps." 

"What do you mean?" Ben asked. 
"Your father has taken the whole 

mythology of the Corps, or what he in
terprets as the mythology, and entwin
ed it with his own personality. Some
times your father acts like a living, 
breathing recruitment poster. I don't 
know if he was like that when I married 
him because I don't really know what I 
was like when I married him. I just think 
the ego is bloated into something mon
strous when a man decides to make the 
Marine Corps a career. Had your father 
become something in the civilian world, 
our lives would have been very differ
ent. Major Finch didn't need the Marine 
Corps. He had the quiet confidence of a 
man who believes in himself and who 
doesn't need a structure to reinforce 
that belief." 

"No. With Dad it doesn't make any 
difference, Mama," Ben said. "He could 
be an insurance salesman and still be 
the same type of guy. I can see him com
ing home from work, kicking a door 
down, and shouting, 'Stand by for an in
surance salesman!' He's the way he is 
because he can't be anything else." 

"You're wrong, Ben. The Marine 
Corps is a stronger force than you 
know. It can take a stupid, spineless 
man and make him feel like he could 
face the armies of God and stand a fifty
fifty chance of winning. If the Corps gets 
a strong man in the beginning, then it 
can make him feel that the armies of 
God are kamikazes for having the nerve 
to challenge him in the first place. The 
Marine Corps takes a small ego and 
makes it gigantic; it takes a large ego 
and then steps back to see how large it 
can grow. Your father's is still growing 
even though I feel it now dwarfs a few 
small Alps." 

"Well, ol' Ben will be out of it next 
year." 

"Have you been thinking about 
college?" 

"Sure. I've narrowed it down to 
Harvard and Yale." 

October 1979 

"Don't be ridiculous." 
"Seriously, I'd like to go to Chapel 

Hill." 
"You can't go there for two rea

sons. It's too expensive for out-of-state 
students and your father heard that it 
was a training ground for Communists 
when we were stationed at Cherry 
Point." 

"Dad thinks every college is a train
ing ground for Communists." 

"He heard this from an impeccable 
source. General Whitehead. His son 
went there for a year until the 
Communists drove him out." 

"He flunked out, Mom. And you 
know as well as I do that General White
head is an idiot. Dad thinks he's an idiot 
too." 

"Anyway, it's too expensive." 
"Where can I go, Mom?" 
"Well, if you don't win a scholar

ship for basketball, you could try to get 
an appointment to the Academy." 

"No." 
"Well, it was just a thought. I think 

your grades have slipped too much for 
that anyway." 

"I make good grades in English and 
history," Ben said. 

"You only study things that come 
easy to you. There's nothing character-

building in doing something where 
there's no struggle. If you made A's in 
math and science, the subjects you de
test, I would be certain that you were 
made of something tough and inde
structible and that you would go far in 
life. I've taught you to love literature and 
love language but I often think I made a 
mistake by emphasizing it too much. A 
man needs to know math and science if 
he's going to be a pilot." 

"Who said anything about being a 
pilot, Mom?" 

"You don't need to say anything 
about it, Ben. You grew up around it. 
The only men you really know are pilots. 
I don't think you'll make the Marine 
Corps a career, but I think a couple of 
years will do you some good. " 

Ben lifted his left shoe up on his 
chair and began unlacing it . "Some
times I think you hate the Marine Corps, 
Mom. Then other times I think you love 
it. Which is it?" 

"What do you want for breakfast? 
I'll make you anything you want on your 
birthday." 

"Which is it?" 
"The Marine Corps has been good 

to us . It has provided security for us all . 
We've never been hungry and we've 
always had a nice roof over our heads. I 

"Your father has taken the whole mythology of the Corps, or what he interprets as the 
mythology, and entwined it with his own personality." 
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have no quarrel with the Marine Corps. 
I do sometimes have a quarrel with 
what I think it's done to your father. " 

"Fix me some fried eggs once over 
light, bacon, toast and honey, and some 
yellow grits ." 

"Coming up," Lillian said, lighting 
the stove. 

Mary Anne walked into the kitchen 
wearing her green bathrobe and slip
pers. On her face was a heavy residue 
of Clearasil left over from the bedtime 

toileting of the night before. Her hair 
was in pin curls. 

"She walks in beauty, like the 
night," Ben quoted. 

"Happy birthday, golden boy," she 
said. "Eighteen. That's old. That's real, 
real old. You're gonna be dead before 
you know it ." 

"What a terrible thing to say," Lil
lian said while frying bacon. "If you don't 
care about Ben's feelings, how do you 
think that makes me feel?" 

"I'm sorry, Mama. I apologize. I 
know it must be awful being your age 
and having death staring into your face 
with every breath you draw." 

"I have a lot of good years left in 
me, girl," Lillian said angrily. 

"I imagine you have several 
anyway." 

"Why didn't you wash your face 
and fix your hair before you came down 
to breakfast? A lady would never make 
her appearance until she had at least 

,_;:::::;::=::;:==:;
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"I kind of like it, Morn," Ben said. 

"Not many guys have a sister with a 
green face." 

"The Clearasil needs time to work. 

I Killing pimples requires patience. By 
the way, Ben, since women live seven 
years longer than men on the average, I 
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imagine I'll be attending your funeral 
one day." 

"Mary Anne, that's quite enough 
from you," Lillian said. 

"She's just teasing, Mom." Ben 
said. 

"No, I'm not. I'm serious. I'll even 
be sad, Ben. Even though you've spent 
your whole life making vicious remarks 
to me, I will try not to be amused at your 
funeral." 

"Thanks," Ben said, laughing. 
"By the way, I got a great present 

for you, big brother." 
"Dad gave me his flight jacket." 
"Of course, that means the ol' 

cheapo won't have to spend any money 
on your birthday. I saved my tiny little 
allowance to buy this present for you." 

"Your allowance is certainly more 
than I got when I was your age," Lillian 
said. 

Mary Anne ignored her mother's 
rebuttal. Turning to Ben she said, 
"Dad's flight jacket will be good to wrap 
fish in or cover a body if we ever witness 
a murder." 

"No one thinks you're funny, miss. 
No one in the whole world thinks you're 
even mildly amusing." 

The kitchen filled up with the odors 
of fried bacon, eggs frying in bacon 
grease, toast in the oven, coffee, and 
grits bubbling in the pot. When every
thing was ready, Lillian took Ben's plate 
to a counter out of his vision. She open
ed a drawer, removed a box, then 
struck a single match. When she came 
around the stove, she had put birthday 
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candles into the eggs, the toast, the 
grits, and lit them all. Lillian and Mary 
Anne both sang "Happy Birthday" as 
Ben blew out the candles that flickered 
over his breakfast meal. Ben knew that 
he would find candles in his lunch sand
wiches and in his school books. Lillian 
had a genius for the small rites of cele
bration. 

Before he left the house to walk the 
single mile to the high school, Lillian 
handed him a letter and told him to read 
it when he found the time. She told him 
it was of no importance but just some
thing she wanted him to have. The letter 
was passed with such palpable noncha
lance and unconcern that Ben knew 
that the letter was very important in
deed. 

In his second period French class, 
he opened the letter and placed it inside 
his book. He read the letter as another 
student in the class did irreparable dam
age to the French language and a short 
story by de Maupassant. The letter was 
not long but Ben felt tears coming as 
soon as he began to read it. 

October 1979 

"I don't think you'll make the Marine Corps a career, but I think a couple of years will do you 
some good." (All photos courtesy Orion Pictures and Bing Crosby Productions.) 
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From the book The Great Santini by 
Pat Conroy, published by Houghton 
Mifflin Company, Boston. Copyright 
©1976 by Pat Conroy. 
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Eagle . .. 
When Your Flight Plans 
Call For Professionals. 

CONQUEST PROP JET, 
Cessna 400 Series cabin class air
craft, or good pre-owned single 
or light twin - EAGLE can 
match the right plane to your 
particular purpose, everytime ! 

The Conquest is an airplane 
designed specifically for today's 
corporate flying. There's little 

difference in the operating cost 
between a Conquest and a 
Cessna 421, but the increase in 
performance is phenomenal! 
You can carry up to ten people 
at 293 knots in the clear air at 
33,000 feet - and sip just 49 
gallons of fuel each hour at 
average crmse. 

If your business is just getting 
off the ground, EAGLE offers a 
wide variety of new and pre
owned aircraft. Our sales team 
has the experience and 
knowledge to help you choose 
the machine that will best meet 
your flying needs. 

When your business takes off, we keep you flying! 

EAGLE 
AVIATION INC. 

Columbia Metropolitan Airport 
Telephone: 794-8555 
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JOURNEYS THROUGH THE 
SOUTH: A REDISCOVERY, by 
Fred Powledge. The Vanguard 
Press, 1979, 240 pages, $10. 

What makes the South "Southern"? 
The art, culture and civilization of a land 
are derived from the mental, emotional 
and spiritual qualities of its people. The 
South avoids any narrow definition. 
Tidewater Virginia is very different from 
the South Carolina Up-Country or the 
Georgia plains which differ greatly from 
each other as they do from Tennessee 
Appalachia, the Alabama heartlands or 
the Louisiana delta. The South is not an 
area with a few broad, simple similari
ties, but remarkably various. 

In November 1917, H.L. Mencken 
published "The Sahara of the Bozart" in 
the New York Evening Mail. He was im
mediately censured by Southern con
gressmen, newspapermen and academ
ics. The censure was, in turn, derided in 
the North, Mencken hailed as the 
South's leading intellect (he was a Mary
land man, but of German ancestry, 
philosophy and taste, a disciple of 
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Nietzsche). As if answering the chal
lenge of returning the threat of his con
tention that "it would be impossible in 
all history to match such a complete 
drying up of a civilization," the civiliza
tion looked at itself, redefined its fears 
and purposes, and the "Southern Re
naissance" began. 

Over half a century later, the elec
tion of the first Southern President 
since before the War Between the 
States has focused popular attention 
upon the South, in a new way. No long
er darkly symbolic and mysterious to 
the public imagination, no longer the 
target of a condescending prejudice in 
the minds of Northern critics, the South 
has begun "to rise again." In fact it is be
coming even fashionable to be South
ern! 

To North Carolinian Fred Pow
ledge, a free-lance journalist now living 
in New York City, discovering the 
South's new status in the public imagi
nation (at a Southern-style get-together 
in his New York brownstone) was an 
impetus to rediscover the land of his 
birth. 

Fortunately Powledge chronicled 
his "voyages of rediscovery" in articles 
for the Charlotte Observer and Esquire 
magazine, articles which grew into this 
fine book. 

Timing has a lot to do with the suc
cess of Journeys Through the South
timing, and the incisiveness of a profes
sional journalist who is spurred by a 
special perception of "home." Pow
ledge's rediscovery is made with humor, 
nostalgia and a genuine fondness for 
the South. Perhaps his New York resi
dencv has given him a necessary dis.
tance: He begins to see the "forest" 
when he pulls back from the "trees." 
But his individual view of particular 
"trees" is what gives us glimpses of the 
Old South, the New South and the 
Modern South. Journeys Through the 
South is not, as the publishing release 
implies, a modern Cash's Mind of the 
South nor Percy's Lanterns on the Lev
ee. It holds neither the vitriol nor the 
apology of either. But it avoids the aca
demic thrust of both and presents the 
reader with many enjoyable pictures of 
our modern Southern life, heritage and 
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land. Powledge found that as he travel 
ed, he was renewing his Southern pride 
and confidence, "becoming a born
again Southerner." The book's final 
anecdote illustrates the source of that 
new-found pride. The Northern city
dweller 's encounter with a cashier in a 
supermarket where he returned some 
deposit bottles, says it all : 

"Just put them there with the oth
ers and tell me or the other cashier 
when you go through the checkout how 
many you brought in." 

"You mean you'll take my word on 
how many?" 

"Sure. You're in the South now." 

Orin Anderson is associate editor of 
Sandlapper. 
HOMEWARD WINDS THE RIVER, 
by Barbara Ferry Johnson. Avon 
Books, 1979, 471 pages, $2.25 (pa
perback). 

At the end of Delta Blood, John
son's fans will remember, the question 
was, which man would beautiful Leah 
choose, the lawyer who saved her from 
the gallows, or the New Orleans man-

about-town with whom she had suffered 
all the trials of the War Between the 
States? 

Don't expect easy answers, 
because several things are at work here. 
Leah is an octoroon, part-black, part
Polynesian, part-Caucasian who early 
on was bound into the peculiar system 
of placage, a practice whereby wealthy 
New Orleans men took mistresses and 
supported them. They could never 
marry; anti-miscegenation laws would 
have punished such an act. 

Feeling the physical and spiritual 
limitations of placage, Leah had always 
dreamed of going north and passing as 
white. 

In Homeward Winds the River 
Leah does go north with the lawyer, 
James Andrews, and they settle in the 
small town of Hickory Falls, where, al
though passing for whites, Leah learns 
quickly the kinds of pride and prejudice 
rampant in this small Indiana town. 

But what of Baptiste Fontain, 
Leah's lover? Well, he stays on the fami
ly plantation, Belle Fontaine, and even
tually rids himself of the sadness of 

Leah's departure by marrying a shrew. 
Leah does get back to Baptiste

the steamy embrace on the book cover 
says that much up front. Believe it or 
not, there is a surprise ending. 

This is Barbara Ferry Johnson's 
fourth novel for Avon, and her endeav
ors have alternated between steamy 
passionate tales of the Middle Ages and 
steamy passionate tales of the Old 
South. Johnson, who teaches English 
and journalism at Columbia College, 
puts in a lot of time in research, and this 
is a strong point in her work. She does, 
however, seem closest to her Old South 
dramatis peronae, and she works best 
with them. 

Homeward Winds the River is a 
pretty good read, the kind of thing one 
turns to after pondering the profundi
ties of a John Cheever or a Norman 
Mailer or a Thomas Pynchon. Don't ex
pect dazzling metaphors or breath-tak
ing similes. Just read the story, and for 
once let a book entertain you. 

Harry Hope is managing editor of 
Sandlapper. 

Hilton Head's best 
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• vacation rates. 
From $38-57 nightly. 
Even less after Nov.16 

Now booking reservations 
- for arrival any day of the 
week . Sea Cabin has villas to 
suit any family's vacation 
plans. And at the best rates 
anywhere on Hilton Head 
Island: $38-57 nightly, or 
$228-342 weekly, no matter 
how many folks you bring. 

All Sea Cabins are fully
furnished and well-located 
near the beach, shopping, golf 
and tennis. Pools on-site, too. 
Your choice of efficiency, 1-2 
bedroom or oceanfront villas. 
$30-48 after Nov. 16. 

TOLL-FREE (800) 845-
7013 (in S. C. 1-785-7061.) 

HILTON HEAD ISLAND 
Box 5310-SD, Hilton Head, S. C. 

29928 
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j happenings j I I sandlapper shopper 

October 5-7 
MURRELLS INLET -Murrells Inlet 

Fisherman and Merchants Associa
tion Fall Arts and Crafts Festi,val. 
Magic show, cloggers, bands, singers 
and dancers will complement the arts 
and crafts displays. 

October 6-7 
RIDGELAND-Gopher Hill Day. A 

gopher-tortoise race arid a parade 
begin a festival of arts and crafts, 
country and pop music, a flea 
market, food booths and helicopter 
rides. 

October 12-14 
B1SH0PVILLE-Lee County Cotton 

~icking Festival. This tribute to King 
CQtton presents c1 cotton picking 
contest, Queen of Cotton Pageant, 
arts, crafts and · cotton exhibits, 
antique car show and sports. 

October 12.'14 
SUMTER-The Fall Fiesta of Arts. 

lhis three-day event is a showcase of 
visuci1 and' perlorming arts: art 
shows, flower showsJ band and 
chorus performances, dance and 
-drama held at Swan Lake and 
Gardens. 

October 13-14 
SENECA-The Annual Oc::onee Coun

ty Festival. An old-fashioned harvest 
festival brings back the good old days 
of country music, clogging, crafts, 
bands, farm demonstrations, good 
food and a sailing regatta 

October 13-14 
HARDEEVILLE-'-Seventh Amn1al 

Catfish Festival. Water sports and 
events abound in this fete of. raft 
drifts, game booths, gospel singing, a 
parade, a cake baking contest and a 
catfish dinner. 

October 19-27 
COLUMBIA-South Carolina State 

Fair .• Th'e 10,000-meter Annual State 
Fair Run .will be one of the many 
attractions, including the Mitchell 
Marionettes, syrup making, and the 
host of rides and exhibits. 

October 1979 

Ali's Alley 
antiques 6 fine: gift s 

A Different Shop. Fine .1nt1qucs and cclcctic 
furniture for 1hc home rnd off 1cc. Complete 

1nlcnor design serv ices. An ,10t1quc 1s ,1 love 

ly g, !t. 

733 S,lud, Avenue 5 Pomts Phone 803/799-2516 

uncle sam says you can't "fudge" 
with the thermostat when the 
temperature plummets . . . but 
you'll have our sweaters to keep 
you warm! 
from a delightful collection . . . 
we offer this v-neck cable-weave 
shetland wool in a variety of 
bright, happy colors. shown with 
regina porter's tattersall blouse. 
{~t campus. 
~hades brown ltd 

••• <1a;1y 10 ,;1 s,so something s pecial for you 
!74 east main st., spar1anburg , s.c (803) S85-220b 
najor c redit cards ... and .e_rival e accounts 

Protection Made to Last 
for the Magazine You Intend to Keep 

These sturdy 9 x 12 binders in deep blue with gold lettering and trim are just the 
thing to attractively protect your copies of Sandlapper. Each binder holds 12 
issues, and because you use the gold foil to letter in volume number and year, there 
is no more waiting around for specially ordered binders. For just $7. 75, they afford 
unique protection for a unique magazine . 
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lllifii.~ 
REAL LOG HOMES 
Comfortably rustic, your real log l)ome 
brings new carefree year-round living . Com
plete precut log packages are ·cut from 8" to 
11" diameter logs. You can build your own 
dream, or rely on your contractor. Choose 
from 32 models - compact hideaways to full 
two story all season homes. 
Send for free brochure, or enclose $5.00 for 
complete catalog of model plans and costs. 

Eddie Pittman, Franchised Dealer 
Carolina Log Buildings 
Dept. SL P. 0. Box 406 
Lexington, S. C. 29072 

SPRINGDALE SCHOOL 
Residential and Day School for Children 

With Specific Learning Disabilities 
(Problems in Reading or Math). 

Springdale School has master 
level certified teachers and 
residential recreation-camping 
oriented program. 
Governor James B. Edwards 
awarded the Palmetto Citation of 
Education Excellence in 1978. 

For Further Information Phone or Write: 
Richard W. Mears, Ph.D. 

Route 1, Box 439 
Camden, S.C. 29020 

Telephone (803) 432-4754 

IN SOUTH CAROLINA 
THE SHOP FOR QUALITY 

CUSTOM FRAMING 

AR;k::~:~R ~ 
. , . ,,.

0
, 116LaurensSt.S.W. ; •.. . 

~... 1-803-648-7215 . . . · 
~~~." We Specialize 
~ in frame design 

with prompt service 

I 

IDbr ltnus ltlrah 
LUNCH 

11:30 - 2:00 
Mon.-Fri. 

$2.95 
TO 

$4.95 

RESTAURANT 
DINNER 
5:30 TILL 
Mon.-Sat. 

$3.95 · 
TO 

$12.95 

741 SALUDA AVE. (FIVE POINTS) 
COLUMBIA, SC PHONE: 799-6303 

Banquet and Party Facllltles available 

5ISicjNll'S 
Oriental RuQ4 

A Cbmplere Selection 
of Fine Qualiry 

Handmade Rugs. 
Modern & Antique 

Cleaning Restoration 
Appraisals 

l703McFadden Stred 
Columbia 803-254-7 4 

Arts, Crafts & Music 

October I-November 30 
LANCASTER-The Spring Art Show 

will feature artists from all over North 
and South Carolina competing for 
cash prizes before nationally known 
judges. The show is free of charge to 
the public. 

October 5-7 
SPARTANBURG-Spartanburg 

Junior Women's Club 10th Annual 
Arts and Crafts Show. Artists and 
craftsmen will gather from a four
state area to demonstrate and sell at 
Westgate Mall. 

October 14-November 11 
COLUMBIA-Seibels, Bruce Fifth 

Annual Watercolor Competition. 
The Columbia Museum of Art is the 
venue for open watercolor compe
tition judging by Everett Raymond 
Kinstler, portraitist and a director of 
the American Watercolor Society. 

October 16-20 
CLEMSON-The Student Arts and 
Crafts Exhibit. Sponsored by the 
Student Body, information about this 
exhibit to be held in the lobby of the 
Edgar Brown Building can be obtained 
from the University Union. 

October 17 
CLEMSON-Chamber Music Series 

Concert: "Appalachian Folk Music." 
Edith Card will perform on the 
dulcimer. 

October 17-21 
GREENVILLE-Hill Skills 309. 

Greenville Memorial Auditorium will 
be the site of a top-quality craft show 
featuring 150 booths of the finest 
craftsmen in the region. 

October 19-20 
BEAUFORT-Carolina Low-Country 

Architecture and Early Southern 
Decorative Arts. This event is Beau
fort County Historical Society's Fall 
Seminar. 

October 20 
HOLLY HILL-Third Annual Low

Country Bluegrass Jamboree. Arts 
and crafts booths, games races and 
down-home music will be found in the 
middle of a hay field. 

October 25 
GREENVILLE-Furman/Greenville 

Fine Arts Series: The King's Singers. 
Phone 246-5969 for information 
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about this event at McAlister Audi
torium at Furman University: madri-
gals, folk, pop and humor by this ex
traordinary English group. 

November 1 
CHARLESTON-Seventh Annual 

Gala Christmas Preview. The Turtle 
Shop presents gifts, lunch and fash
ions at Gibbes Art Gallery 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Proceeds go to restore priceless 
paintings in Gibbes permanent col
lection. 

-Sports

October 6 
COLUMBIA-Governor's Cup Race. 

Last year's event drew over 2,000 
participants. Road racing clinics will 
be held prior to the two-mile, five-mile 
and fifteen-mile races. 

October 11-14 
SEABROOK ISLAND-Almaden 

Grand Masters Tennis Tour-Vin
tage. Former world champions now 
playing as seniors, such as Pancho 
Gonzales, Vic Seixas, T orben Ulrich 
and Fred Sedgman will participate. 

October 21 
CHARLESTON-Middleton Lancing 

Tournament. Horse jumping, a pa
rade of Ladies Faire and a hilarious 
show of musical "chairs" on horse
back will accompany costumed 
riders spearing rings on a 100-yard 
course. 

October 21-22 
HILTON HEAD ISLAND-The Sea 

Pines Hunter Classic Horse Show 
features competition in 75 classes, 
with top riders of all ages participat
ing from throughout the Southeast. 

Tours 

October 10 
CHARLESTON-Harleston Village 

Association's Annual Candlelight 
Tour. This year's tour will feature six 
historic homes, a garden and refresh
ments. Write P.O. Box 584, Charles
ton, S.C. 29402 for details. 

October 13 
COLUMBIA-The Shandon Harvest 

Tour of Homes will last from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Advance information form 
Mrs. Patton Adams, 325 King St., 
Columbia, S.C. 29205. 

October 1979 

WildeWood Home 
· of Distinction 

You enter this two-story Georgian Colonial through a two-story 
(17 -foot) entry foyer which separates the living room and dining 
room. There is heavy, four-piece crown molding throughout the 
formal areas. Semi formal den with fireplace situated between 
the french doors opening to a 12 x 22-foot screen back porch. 
The left wing is 22 x 28 feet with a full bath, walkin closet 
and set bar. Upstairs has the master suite and bath with double 
vanity and separate shower and tub . Adjoining the master 
bedroom is a 11 x 15-foot sitting room, three additional 
bedrooms and two full bathrooms complementing the sleeping 
quarters. Also upstairs is an office or upstairs den. All formal 
areas and master bedroom have oak floors. The large kitchen 
has all built-in accessories. This house is architecturally designed 
and professionally decorated. Additional extras include security 
system, photo-electric cells on outside lights, circular drive, 
one-acre lot, electrically controlled underground sprinkler system 
and 9-foot ceilings downstairs. This executive home consists 
of 4412 square feet and is located in Columbia's most 
fashionable residential section of WildeWood. Price $187,500. Call 
The Manning Company for additional information: 799-1200. 

Mih-fiing 
Company.nc. 

1332 Pickens Su-eet 
Phone 799-1200 Realtors-Developer 
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• 
expression 

Expression will be an occasional column of random thoughts, written by staff members and guest columnists. 

Because Sen. J. Strom Thurmond lived 
in the city of Aiken for so many years, 
we asked him to write down his 
thoughts on the city he called home. 
Herewith the senator's impressions. 

Aiken is certainly one of the most 
beautiful places to live in the entire 
United States. It has always been my 
opinion that the planners of Aiken must 
have long dreamed of a beautiful city 
resplendent with neo-classical architec
ture and placed in a salubrious climate. 
This idealistic vision was translated well 
in the planning and construction of this 
lovely Southern city. 

I would imagine that, since the mid
nineteenth century, few visitors to this 
lovely city have been able to forget its 
subtle beauty and endearing charm. 
Over the last century Aiken has attract
ed people from all over the nation, 
many choosing to spend their winters 
there and others making it their 
permanent home. 

My initial impressions of Aiken 
have remained with me down through 
the years. It is a city with a quality of 
timeless beauty, and I will always 
cherish my memories there and look 
forward to my return. 

Aiken is, of course, a "horse 
town." The many fine stables around 
the city have trained some of the finest 
horses in the state and offer some of the 
most exciting equestrian events in the 
South. I always loved horseback riding 
and jumping, and Aiken, more than any 
other place, offers me the opportunity 
to do this. 

) 
\ 

~ 
I moved to Aiken in January of 

1951 after leaving the governor's office. 
The city's location, climate, and oppor
tunities made it an excellent location in 
which to settle, and provided me with 
many varied experiences. 

As an attorney, I found Aiken to 
be ideal. Its central location, only 30 
minutes to Augusta and one hour to 
Columbia, is important and new indus
try is making the prosperous, growing 
city a good place to practice law. 

The location near Aiken in 1951 of 
the Savannah River Plant brought a 
new character to the city. While there 
was much expansion, the "personality" 
of Aiken remained intact. 

The sudden influx of new citizens 
brought more progressive ideas to our 
city and helped broaden Aiken's fea
tures while, at the same time, aiding in 
the preservation of its unique qualities 
of the past. 

People looking for a delightful 
place in which to live could not find a 
better city than Aiken, for the mild cli
mate, excellent sports facilities, and 
friendly people make Aiken a truly out
standing community. 

United States Senate 





FORTHEBEST 
GROUP MEETINGS, 

"OFF" SEASON IS "IN" 
AT THE SHERATON 

MYRTLE BEACH INN 

More for les~. This is what we offer you 
and your associates in our spe~tacular 
oceanfront setting from August 12, 1979 
to June 15, 1980. • 

During this period you'll have more 
privacy ... more opportunities to enjoy 
all the attractions that make our city the 
popular resort it is ... more comfortable 
weather for golf and tennis and more 
select starting times. 

Groups who take advantage of our 
special "Off Season Is In" rates also get 
more for less expense than they would 
incur at any other time of the year! 

Of course, you'll find our meeting 
facilities, seaside and rooftop dining 
rooms, entertainment lounges, spacious 
guest rooms and parlors (all oceanfront) 

and service the same the year around ... 
unexcelled. · 

We cordially invite persons . 
responsible for arranging meetings for 
groups of 10 to 200 ... who want 
to be confident that their next meeting 
will be the very best they ever held ... 
to contact us. 

To get us working for you right now, 
just telephone 803/449-4441, or write 
for the informative kit we L"' -~~ .. ts, designed with you in mind. \ j 

Sherat6Ji 
Myrt!~o~~~s!!!!! 

OCEAN FRONT AT 71st AVENUE NORTH, P. 0. BOX 331 
MYRTLE BEACH, SOUTH CAROLINA 29577 

Bill 
Sigmon.Jr. 
Director 
of Sales 




