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Final~ 
big group benefit package 
for your not-so-big 
i to1i employee group. 
At a cost that's not 
as big as what 
you 're probably 
paying for a lot less 
protection! 

Health, life and disa
bility, packaged for the 
first time, in a unique 
series that provides small 
employer / employee 
groups with remarkable 
levels of security at a 
tremendous value. 

Comparable to the fringe 
benefit assurance plans offered by 
the corporate giants to their em
ployees, the Prime Protector Mini
Group Series combines hospital, sur
gical and major medical benefits with 
high-value levels of life and disability 
coverages. 

You can easily get yourself and your 
group protected now. All the information 
you need is available exclusively from 
your neighborhood Independent Agent. 

All in "plain talk." · 
If your business has from two to 

twelve full-time employees, take this 
big step to a confident level of 
security. Prime Protector 

means big benefits at a 
cost that's not as big as 
what you're probably 
paying right now. 

And now, you know 
it's available. Finally. 

., 
Blue Cross 
~!~;c:~~:ld _Q_ 

COMffiNION IIQ 
LIFE INSURANCE CO 1 r 

Available From Your Neighborhood Independent Agent: 
R.M. Brown & Associates Inc. 
Greenwood, S.C. 
Bryant & Pratt Insurance 
Florence, S.C. 
Cannady Agency, Inc. 
Walterboro, S.C. 
Dwaine Carithers & Associates 
Spartanburg, S.C. 
Clarendon Realty & Insurance Co. 
Manning, S.C. 

Coleman Agency 
Pamplico, S.C. 
Consolidated Insurance Service Inc. 
Orangeburg, S.C. 
Dillon Insurance Agency 
Dillon, S.C. 
Julian Dunbar Agency 
Aiken, S.C. 
Geisel & Associates 
Anderson, S.C. 

David Gilston Agency 
Charleston, S.C. 
Insurance Service of Beaufort 
Beaufort, S.C. 
Jenerette-Watts Agency 
Conway, S.C. 
Harold C. Morris Insurance 
Sumter, S.C. 
Pageland Insurance Agency 
Pageland, S.C. 

Piedmont Planning & Equities 
Greenville, S.C. 
Plexico Insurance Agency 
Summerville, S.C. 
Tri-Ad Insurance Agency 
Rock Hill, S.C. 
Wilkinson Insurance Agency 
Columbia, S.C. 
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There can never be another 
WildeWood for Columbians. 

A residential re
treat such as Wilde
Wood can never again 
happen in the Columbia 
vicinity. 

The over 1,600 
acres of rolling wood
lands less than 20 
minutes from downtown 
and six minutes from 
Columbia Mall. A coun
try club environment 
with a controlled atmos
phere and approved 
home designs. The 
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~ 
Wilde Wood 

Once in a lifetime. 
Drive out U.S. 1 north and turn at Polo Road 

or take the Alpine Road exit off I-20 
For information call the Manning Company. 

799-1200 

underground utilities. 
Richland County Dis
trict Two schools. 

WildeWood was 
conceived to appeal to a 
wide range of people 
~ho ~~¢.,~xsellenc~ 
1n selectirtg 'the plate L 1

• 

they11 spend their 
future. JUL 2 1 1<:1Q2 

Let us discuss how 
WildE&voocI~ tad:dbr.ary 
modate your plans for a 
desirable and affordable 
home. 

J 
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THE MAGAZINE 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

apper. 
from behind the palmettos 

May is to the year what cut flowers are to the coffee table: bright, wonderful 
and immensely satisfying. We think this issue reflects the month. 

For one thing, May is the centennial month of the birth of Jimmy Byrnes, 
South Carolina's Calhoun of the twentieth century. Few persons in public life have 
contributed so much to this nation without ascending to the presidency. In fact, no 
law provided for Byrnes most important role in national leadership, that of unofficial 
"assistant president" during the crucial years of World War II. And after serving as 
congressman, senator, Supreme Court justice and secretary of state, Byrnes re
turned to South Carolina and served four years as governor. To remember this re
markable native son, we bring back our first cover story, a profile of Jimmy Byrnes 
written by Dr. George Curry. 

On a more festive note, Spoleto is back, and William Price Fox has got it. To 
be specific, the inimitable Mr. Fox was let go last year to gather his impressions of 
this important arts event. Fox found that although the festival began on a few 
tremulous notes, it ended with a resounding chorus of praise from festival-goers, 
and proved to be an artistic success. 

A business success is to be found in Lake City, where the T.S. Ragsdale Co. 
manufactures charcoal briquets, processes tobacco and even produces steam 
energy. While many outdoor cooking enthusiasts may not remember the name of 
Embers charcoal briquets, they all know that briquets come in a red-white-and
black bag. Managing Editor Harry Hope, who visited the Ragsdales in Lake City, 
reports, "When I told people I was doing a story on the Ragsdale Company, they 
said, 'That's nice.' When I told them Ragsdale made the charcoal, they said, 'Oh, 
yeah? I didn't know that.' " 

Contrary to the popular terminology, the Congaree Swamp is not really a 
swamp at all. It's a bottomland forest, and a strange, wonderfully tranquil home of 
undefiled flora and fauna. Photographer George Taylor has long nurtured a love of 
the Congaree, as has author Heyward Cathcart. Their feelings are reflected in the 
essay, "Congaree." 

So, take it easy this month, and enjoy. 

Cover: A great pa<! of the charm ~ I 
of Charleston is that much of the · _ 
to_wn changes little. Photo by Joel ~ Jl Jla lJp .. Cr 
Nichols. - ~' It ... 

Sandlapper 



table of con ten ts 
features 

l'> 

'.~ . irj 
t 

departments 

Readers' Comments 

James F. Byrnes-Centennial 
by George Curry 

Renovating an Older Home 
by J. Michael Whatley 

Spoleto at Charleston 
by William Price Fox 

Orchards 
by Bob Bailey 

Spending the Time Smoking it Over 
by Harry Hope 

Congaree 
Photo Essay by George Taylor 
Text by E. Heyward Cathcart 

Bank-Air 
by Teresa McClain 

Brunch Get-Togethers 
by Marlene Sorosky 

Poetry: Small Boy and Mushroom 
Palmetto Profiles: James Holderman 

Cynthia Gilliam 
Sandlapper Shopper 
Happenings 
Homes Down South 
Bookshelf 

columns 

Dining Out 
Leaves from the Family Tree 
Expression 

May 1979 

8 

15 

20 

32 

35 

45 

53 

56 

4 
18 
59 
60 
64 
64 
67 
68 

7 
7 

72 

PUBLISHER 
Gerald D. Drucker 

ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER AND 
GENERAL MANAGER 
Charles Alexander 

MANAGING EDITOR 
Harry Hope 

SENIOR EDITOR 
Franklin Ashley 

ART DIRECTOR 
Kathryn Howard 

ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER/ 
ADMINISTRATION 
Bettina Drucker 

ASSISTANT TO THE PUBLISHER 
Sharon Snyder 

CIRCULATION MANAGER 
Caroline Taylor 

ADVERTISING SALES 
REPRESENTATIVES 
Mark Wilson 
Bob Moore 
Ginger Miles 

GARDENING EDITOR 
Bob Bailey 

EDITORIAL ASSOCIATES 
Teresa McClain 
Paula Manley 

SANDLAPPER is putmshed by Greystone Publishers, 
Inc., Gerald D. Drucker, president and chairman of 
the board; Bettina Drucker, first vice·president. 

NAllONAL ADVERn5ING REPRESENTATIVES: CJ'i. 
oig:,: FOK Associates, Inc., 3Xl E Ontaio St, Chi:a!J:>, II. 
~11. tel. (312) 649-1650; Los Ar9!les; Prestige~ 
G~. Inc., 5455 Wishire Bll.d, Los Arps, Calf. <m36; 
New York:~~ Inc. "Metronet,"Z74 
Madi&cra Ave., New York, N.Y. 10016, tel (212) 684(,(,61. 

SANDLAPPER-THE MAGAZINE OF SOUTH 
CAROLINA (ISSN 0036-4290) May, 1979, Volume 12, 
Nurroer 5. Publshed rrontliy by Greystone Publishers, 
Inc. Editorial and advertising otfices are located at 3830 
Forest Dr., Cdumia, S.C. 29IDI. MAILING ADDR£SS; 
Al UA ,espo, de, IClil and rnan.&!ICl1)ls shluld be addn!ssed 
to P.O. Box lti68, Cdumia, S.C. 2931!. Telephone: (Im) 
738-$86. Renmpa;tagemust~al~ 
drawings and photographs submitted if they are to be 
returned. We can assume absolutely no responsibility 
for unsolicited material. Second-class postage paid at 
Columbia, S.C. and additional offices. Subscription 
rates: $12 a year in the United States and possessions; 
foreign countries, $15. Add four percent sales tax for 
South Carolina subscriptions. Copyright~ 1979 by 
Greystme Publishers, Inc. Sandlapper is a rajstered 
trademark. All rights reserved. No part of this publi
cation may be reproduced without written pem,ission. 
Any similarity between the people and places in fic
tion and semi-fiction in this magazine and any real 
people and places is purely coincidental. 

3 



4 

Plan your 
next party around 

our over 100 domestic 
and imported cheeses, 

gourmet foods, 
country hams, bacon 
and naturally smoked 

summer sausage. 
Also visit our wine room 

Located in the original Hammock Shop 
Route 17, Pawleys Island, S.C. 

237-9122 

For $400 a ·week, 
we'll give you a .~ 
luxurious 3-bedroom 
villa, 2% miles of 
_unspoiled beach, . 
historic Charl~ton, 
and a new 
tan for 
your summer 
wardrobe. 

readers' 
c0Inn1 en ts 

Memories of Mules 
Needless to say, we were much im

pressed with the March issue of Sand
lapper; we certainly are grateful for the 
good coverage with which Mule and 
Memories was favored. 

William L. Brown 
John F. Blair Publisher 
Winston-Salem, N.C. 

While mules, plowing and working 
the soil in general may at first seem un
suitable for attractive photographic 
work, Ms. Barefoot is to be congratulat
ed for seeking out those earnest, hon
est souis who work the small farms of 
South Carolina. 

My memories of working my grand
father's farm during the summer months 
are mixed: I'm convinced that no sum
mer Sunday afternoons have ever been 
so temperate; and I'm also convinced 
that anyone who has handled green to
bacco would balk at smoking the finish
ed product. We had a tractor, but my 
grandfather would never part with his 
mules. 

After having lived in the city for so 
long, I had not thought much about my 
teen years in the 40's until Mules and 
Memories. 

Mark Jennings, 
Spartanburg 

X-Rays by the Seashore 
Thanks to your story on the seashell 

X-rays, I shall better appreciate what I 
pick up at the beach this summer. Never 
had I realized what a beautiful inner struc
ture even the most common shells have. 

Marcella Howard, 
Columbia 

Not Amused 
The article "Eating Your Way Through 

South Carolina," by Will Willimon in the 
March issue of Sandlapper, was, I 
thought, going to be a very delightful 
article. I did not appreciate his negative 
attitude about South Carolina and find 
it hard to believe that you printed this in 
your magazine. Unfortunatley Mr. Wil
limon has not eaten in some of the res
taurants that I have found in South Car
olina. 

David H. Cobb, 
West Columbia 

Sandlapper 



The Rev. Dr. Willimon's comments 
were definitely not meant to be con
strued as destructive to the ideals of 
fine dining in South Carolina. He meant 
his essay to be an appreciation of the 
less touted but more locally heralded 
guardians of South Carolina cuisine, 
drawing upon his experiences as a stu
dent at Wofford College and a minister 
in Myrtle Beach. Whether Dr. Willimon 
has an especially delicate gastro-intes
tinal tract, we didn't ask him. 

Flights of Fantasy 
Charles Alexander's story on ap

pearing in a local ballet production should 
be required reading for joggers, bicy
clists and other fitness buffs who think 
their hobbies put them through physical 
stress. I danced, years ago, but natural
ly gave it up after college. Still, I remem
ber those practice sessions and my 
youthful enthusiasm persists. 

Catherine Tyner, 
Charleston 

That must be Alexander on page 10 
of the April issue: No real dancer can be 
that clumsy. 

Roy Miller, 
Columbia 

Museum Collection 
We lived in Greenwood for 15 years and 
I knew about the little Smithsonian, as 
my Dad gave them a collection of my 
most beautiful Indian artifacts. 

Mrs. J. S. Cleland, 
Columbia 

Hampton's Fans 
Harry R. E. Hampton's Remem

brances of Columbia" is fine, fine read
ing. It contains insights into this town's 
past which are made even more enjoy
able by the references to present-day 
landmarks. 

May 1979 

Mrs. C. S. Griffin, 
Columbia 

It's here! 
The revolutionary new 
Norelco® TracerTrack™ 

Office Dictation System 

/lore/co· 

We introduced the first mini
cassette for dictation in 1967. Now 
we're announcing another dicta
tion revolution. TracerTrack. A 
second generation mini-cassette 
with visual and electronic indexing 
right on the cassette. Without 
using index strips, you can tell at a 
glance how much dictation is on 
the tape and where the special in
structions are. Plus, there's a 
whole new generation of Norelco 
dictation units designed to search 

the TracerTrack- at the touch of a 
button- and stop automatically at 
any end-of-letter or special instruc
tion. 

The benefits to you: more 
efficient dictation without cumber
some index strips, better work dis
tribution and transcription. Which 
adds up to money saved. Best of 
all, TracerTrack is compatible with 
other Norelco dictation equipment. 

Get all the facts about the 
new Norelco TracerTrack Office 

Dictation System. 

Word Polll'er Inc. 
You Probably Know Us As 

The Cooper D. Cass Company 

WE COVER THE CAROLINAS 
Columbia 
256-7227 

Charlotte, N.C. 
High Point, N.C. 

Charleston 
776-8381 

Greenville 
277-426:: 

Gastonia, N.C. 
Raleigh, N.C. 

Greensboro, N.C. Hickory, N.C. 
Asheville, N.C. Winston-Salem, N.C. 
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Express yourself 
at Z. Whitten. 

You've a broad 
palette to play with. 
New, vibrant colors, 
leaner lines and 
marvelous fabrics . 

Body dressing enhanced 
by the most exciting 
and beautiful designs in years. 

Let yourself go this season. 
To color, to fabric, to shape. 
At the woman's shop. 

~ 

6 

2501 Devine Street at Q ueen 
Columbia, 5. C. 29205 

771-7610 

Having lived in Columbia for just over 
a year, we were glad to read Harry 
Hampton reminiscences of our adopt
ed town. 

Norma Harris, 
Columbia 

I'm sure you knew this when you were 
planning the layout for Mr. Hampton's 
"Remembrances of Columbia," but did 
you know that the official regulations 
for the Confederate uniform called for 
gray trimmed with yellow collar and 
cuffs? 

Jeff Hardy, 
Charleston 

OJ course we did. 

Healing Springs Testimony 
In these days of doubt and indiffer

ence, it is gratifying to read a "big city" 
writer's approach to small-town folk 
heritage that is not snide of mocking. I 
refer, of course, to Scott Derks' story 
on Healing Springs. 

As a traveling salesman a few years 
ago, I heard of the healing waters near 
Blackville. I visited, and tasted but, hav
ing no ills or injuries at the time, was not 
especially affected by the water. That's 
why I personally have no Healing Springs 
story. But the people I met that day said 
many of the same kinds of things re
ported in Derks' article. 

Thanks for telling me a lot I didn't 
know about the Healing Springs. If I can 
possibly buy the gas to get from Atlanta 
to Blackville this summer, I'll stop by. 

Bad Word 

Fred Howell, 
Atlanta 

Re: the review of Nancy Thurmond's 
Mother's Medicine. Thank you for not 
using that awful term "parenting" as a 
substitute for being a mother. 

Mrs. C. D. Soles 
North Charleston 

Exiled in Denver 
You don't know how much we miss 

South Carolina after seeing your last 
couple of issues, especially, It's still win
ter here, and after looking at all the snO\,\/ 
and ice we were glad to see the azaleas 
in Glencairn Gardens and all the beauty 
of the Charleston gardens. We're glad 
we subscribed. 

Eloise McNeil/, 
Denver, Colo. 

Sandlapper 



at home and on the §o with sandlapper 
dining out leaves from the 

fa mil 1; tree 
Piedmont Pantry 

You are welcome to take all the food 
you want at the Piedmont Pantry near 
Walhalla; but, please: "Food is expen
sive, eat all you take." This little reminder 
posted at the buffet is good advice. 

After you have been seated and have 
given your beverage order to one of the 
waitresses, becomingly dressed in Bavar
ian-style costumes, you proceed to the 
buffet table. At the. head of the table is a 
large black cast iron wash-pot filled with 
hot, freshly made soup. On Friday nights 
it is always chowder. After the soup, you 
return to the buffet for your choice of 
salads. There is the usual green or tossed 
salad with choice of various dressings. 
The thick blue cheese dressing is espe
cially good. There is quite an array of 
sweet congealed and frozen molded 
salads that are difficult to resist. There 
seems to have been no expense spared 
in making them appeal to the eye and to 
the appetite. Recently, delectable fried 
mushrooms were added to the menu. 
Roast beef is always served on Sunday 
along with two other meats, such as ham 
or chicken with dressing. There isa good 
selection of vegetables, homemade pick
les, macaroni and cheese. All in all, the 
great variety of well-prepared and sea
soned food, means something for every
one. The bread and desserts are home
made, too. A waitress brings the dessert 
cart by the table. Specialities include Ital
ian cream cake, pecan pie, flan and 
homemade ice cream, either lemon or 
peppermint. 

Piedmont Pantry evolved from the 
catering and wholesale sandwich busi
ness originally in the basement kitchen of 
the James Nashes' summer home near
by. They still maintain these businesses 
with the help of sons Jim and David, who 
manages the sandwich business in Sum
ter. 

Piedmont Pantry does catering within 
a SO-mile radius of Walhalla, and they 
offer a banquet service for up to 150 
people. 

A framed letter from Walt Disney Pro
ductions hangs on the wall, expressing 
appreciation and compliments for the 
food served the crew on location in the 
mountain area for 45 days during the 
filming of Million Dollar Dixie Deliver-
ance. (Please turn to page 71) 

May 1979 

The Dark(?) Continent 

The October 1977 "Leaves" col
umn featured black genealogy, and pre
sented a source book by the same title. I 
felt that discussion would offer much 
assistance for the black genealogist 
working in America. I had nothing of 
substance for black Americans working 
on their roots in Africa, at the time. 

I am now recovering from a serious 
operation which .I. underwent at Duke 
University Medical Center. One of my 
surgeons was Dr. Onye E. Akwari, a 
Nigerian by birth. Akwari mentioned in 
passing that he had met writer Alex 
Haley and had offered him assistance in 
tracing Haley's roots in Africa. (Haley's 
ancestors migrated across the Sahara 
to western Gambia.) At that point I asked 
Dr. Akwari for an interview and pro
ceeded to collect the best information I 
have. yet found for tracing black ances
try in Africa. 

Dr. Akwari mentioned that his an
cestry was part of a native population of 
western Africa near the coast in areas 
known now or once as Ghana, Shang
hai and Mali. His .is a mixed culture: 
wood, stone, metal, brass. 

In Africa, the largest unit is the 
tribe. Dr. Akwari is of the Ibo tribe. 
Within the Ibo tribe, Akwari's ancestors 
lived in the town of Item. Within Item, 
there are nine villages, one being Arna 
Okwe (okwe meaning "rubber" and 
Ama Okwe referring to the rubber trees 
surrounding the entrance to this partic
ular village). 

Now, Dr. Akwari's tribe does not 
have Alex Haley's griot (a sort of town 
or village historian who preserves the 
oral tradition). Dr. Akwari's tribe main
tains a very active oral tradition and this 
is preserved by all the old people in the 
village. Akwari is able to trace his back
ground 17 generations with help of the 
old villagers, to Agwu, who gave his 
name to the household our doctor 
belongs to, Ndi Agwu. (There are nine 
households in the village of Arna Okwe, 
and the household is the smallest unit in 
the tribal system.) Therefore, the first 
person who came to the hill was Agwu, 
the progenitor of all who live or lived in 
the village of Arna Okwe, and belonged 
to the household of Ndi Agwu ... The 
name "Agwu" is reflected in Dr. Ak
wari's own background which begins 

with himself, Onye E. Akwari, and 
ascends to his father, Egesi Akwari, in 
turn to Agwu Akwari, then to Kalu Ak
wari, and finally to Agwu Akwari, again 
(Note the recurrence of the name 
"Agwu.") Dr. Akwari told me this with
out consulting his notes, which gave 
him records of many more generations. 
Dr. Akwari can trace his background 17 
generations within the village of Arna 
Okwe. Then, he can trace Agwuto the 
village he migrated from, and with help 
of the old villagers there, he can trace 
back many more generations, and by 
following this process, Dr. Akwari can 
theoretically trace his ancestry to the 
tribal progenitor, Ibo himself. Suppos
edly, this process may be used in all of 
Africa, with all religions, including Islam. 
Since Africans are not allowed to marry 
with their relatives, one learns he .is re
lated to everyone in a particular village 
by being told by the old heads that he is 
forbidden to marry with anyone from 
that village. This provides clues for 
black genealogical research in Africa. 

Europeans have our coats of arms 
and the African ancestors have their 
marks which provide personal identifi
cation. There are a variety of carvings 
and other art forms which provide iden
tification to connect blacks with their 
African progenitors. 

I have found Dr. Akwari's informa
tion purely fascinating. There is evi
dence, also, that owing to the necessity 
of maintaining proper land ownership 
records (and particularly this), the Afri
can oral tradition islargely dependable. 

I admit the black genealogist has 
his work cut out for him in the United 
States, but see our column for October 
1977 which will offer you considerable 
help .for black American genealogy. If 
you can ever carry a line back to Africa, 
there's tremendous hope. The informa
tion will not include dates of birth, mar
riage and death, but will provide names 
and generations for many hundreds 
and perhaps a few thousand years. It is 
my hope that this month's column will 
shed light on genealogical research in 
the Dark(?) Continent. Maybe it's not 
so dark after all .... 

My thanks to Doctors Scott Jones, 
Akwari, Alexander, Rankin, Austin, 
Epstein, and Kelly and all the staff of 
Cushing Ward, plus the great geneal
ogist himself without whose full cooper
ation "Leaves" would've been no more. 

George Frank/in Stout is our genealogy 
columnist. 
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May marks the 100th anniversary 
of the birth of James Francis Byrnes, 
congressman, senator, U.S. Supreme 
Court justice, unofficial "assistant pres
ident," secretary of state and governor 
of South Carolina. His is a record of 
public service equaled by few. 

The University of South Carolina, 
which acts as caretaker for Byrnes' 
memorabilia as well as the Byrnes 
'home on Heathwood Circle in Colum
bia, has undertaken a special centen-
1nia I observance, and a committee 
chaired by Judge Donald S. Russell Jr., 
~ormer USC president and former gov
ernor of South Carolina, is overseeing 
~tatewide series of tributes. 

Of course, the subject of James F. 
Byrnes is close to the heart of Sandlap
per, in that a profile of Byrnes in his 89th 

ear was this magazine's first cover 
'Story. 

That story follows, just slightly al
tered. It was written by Dr. George 
:curry, who is now secretary of the 
USC Board of Trustees and is also 
~erving as secretary of the Byrnes Cen-
1tennial Committee. USC will devote 
'this spring's commencement addresses 
'on all nine campuses to Byrnes' life and, 
1accomplishments. The Byrnes homes: 
'will be open at selected days during the' 
~ear, and a citizen's group in Charles
,ton is planning to erect a plaque nea 
!Byrnes' birthplace. Byrnes, born in 
'Charleston, lived in Aiken and Spartan
burg and retired in Columbia-a quin
tessential South G,.ar_olinian. 

The highlights of James F. Byrnes' 
phenomenal career and of his re
warding private life bear repeating 

here. Born in Charleston, May 2, 1879, dis
advantaged-to use a modem term-he 
educated himself largely through the influ
ence of his remarkable widowed mother. 
She encouraged his ambition and taught 
him expert shorthand. This skill, and 
Byrnes' ability and ebullient personality, 
made him a valuable junior in a lawyer's 
office, eventually winning him a place as 
court stenographer. By independent 
study he passed the state Bar in 1904 
and moved to Aiken where he practiced 
law, edited a newspaper, and became a 
young man about the country town. On 
his 27th birthday he married Maude 
Busch, a woman of great charm and 
ability, and they were to live, legend-like, 
happily ever after. 

After successfully seeking the 
office of solicitor, or district attorney, 
Byrnes was first elected to the Con
gress in 1911. Serving 14 years in the 
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House of Representatives, he became 
widely known for his energetic commit
tee work and his flair for managing legis
lation-and legislators. He was a dedi
ca ted follower of Woodrow Wilson 
whose belief in the rule of law, the sanc
tity of treaties and the world mission of 
the United States was to influence 
Byrnes' conduct and policies when 40 
years later he became secretary of 
state. 

In 1924 Byrnes made a bid for the 
Senate and for the first and only time 
suffered electoral defeat. His opponent 
was the colorful and controversial 
"Coley" Blease. Established in Spartan
burg, Byrnes became a prosperous trial 
lawyer but the economic holocaust of 
1929 helped turn his thoughts again to 
public office. In 1931 he soundly defeat
ed Blease and returned to Washington 
a fledgling senator-with a difference. 

For some years he had kept an eye 
on the rising political star of the gover
nor of New York, Franklin Roosevelt. 

B rnes 
Visiting Albany in January 1932, Byrnes 
began an active career as Roosevelt's 
confidant, an intimate association 
which despite its ups and downs was to 
last until the latter's death in 1945. 
Roosevelt the master politician recog
nized a kindred spirit in the jaunty South 
Carolinian. Byrnes' ready wit, solid 
loyalty and imaginative management of 
men and issues rapidly made him a key 
figure in the presidential entourage. 

As the administration's floor man
ager in the Senate, Byrnes became in 
the 30s his state's most powerful figure 
in Congress, nearer to the springs of 
presidential power than any of his pre
decessors since the great Calhoun. 

While thoroughly imbued with tra
ditional Southern attitudes, in the form
ative years of Roosevelt's great experi
ment Byrnes showed himself well pre
pared for legislative innovation. While 
he did not share the degree of liberalism 
of some of the Roosevelt team, he could 
be as progressive as the next when cir-

Sandlapper 



Centennial Year 
cumstances warranted. He believed 
that crisis demands strong government 
and that government should not hesi
tate to do what private enterprise could 
not or would not accomplish. Some of 
FDR's crusades left him uneasy-for 
example, he was relieved when the plan 
to reorganize the Supreme Court died 
on the vine, and was dismayed by the 
president's attempts to intervene in cer
tain senatorial contests. But it was 
Byrnes' determination and skill which 
brought passage of most of the impor
tant New Deal measures, including the 
Administrative Reorganization Act of 
1939. 

As the foreign scene grew darker, 
he became one of the most effective 
members of a bipartisan group fighting 
for the prewar "cash-and-carry" Arms 
Act, the Selective Service and the Lend 
Lease Acts. While Hitler overwhelmed 
France, Byrnes was Roosevelt's princi
pal agent at the Democratic convention 
of 1940, a leading organizer of the presi-
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dent's unprecedented, and successful, 
bid for a third term. 

As the great debate on the United 
States' participation in World War II 
was joined, Byrnes' career seemed 
about to reach its peak and level off. A 
Supreme Court vacancy in February 
1941 gave Roosevelt an opportunity to 
reward Byrnes' invaluable services. On 
July 7, after he had completed work on 
various pieces of emergency legislation, 
and with the unanimous confirmation of 
his Senate colleagues, the South Caro
linian became an associate justuce of 
the nation's highest court. 

Though his new duties challenged 
him, the march of world events was too 
swift and terrible for the experienced 
legislator to stay in a comparative back
water. Four months after he joined the 
Court the Japanese guaranteed nation
al unity by their attack on Pearl Harbor. 
The next day Byrnes offered his serv
ices to Roosevelt in any wartime capa
city. He was warmly welcomed back 

and soon was deeply involved in White 
House duties, in addition to those of the 
Court. 

Byrnes made his specialty the key 
problems of boosting war production 
while avoiding inflation. By the summer 
of 1942 he was so important to Roose
velt's wartime management of the 
country that at his own suggestion, he 
resigned from the court to become 
director of the newly created Office of 
Economic Stabilization. Eight months 
later, as director of war mobilization, he 
was given by the president the widest 
powers in history over the lives of his 
fellow Americans on the home front. 
Roosevelt's use of his energies and re
liance on his judgment continued to 
grow. An example of this trust can be 
cited: during his wartime absences from 
the United States for overseas confer
ences Roosevelt did not hesitate to 
leave signed (but blank) executive 
orders in Byrnes' hands for emergency 
use. 
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Because of his long and able serv
ices to his party and his unique position 
in hte White House team, it was almost 
inevitable that Byrnes would become 
embroiled in the 1944 struggle for the 
vice-presidential nomination. It is un
doubtedly true that Roosevelt enlarged 
his amibitions. It is equally true that 
when the chips were down, his behavior 
to Byrnes, to quote one of Roosevelt's 
admirers, John Gunther, was "brutal" 
and "circuitous." It was a dramatic re
versal of fortune and an unforgettable 
lesson in political heartbreak. 

One student of history who found 
this aspect of the Byrnes story fascinat
ing was the late John Kennedy, as this 
writer can attest. As a young senator 
Kennedy delivered a commencement 
address at the University of South Car
olina upon the invitation of Byrnes' as
sociate, Donald Russell, then president 
of the institution. (There is a memor
able photograph taken on the day of the 
ceremony of Byrnes and Kennedy to
gether, the smiling old tiger and the 
eager young lion, both exuding Irish 
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charm and grace.) En route to the air
port in Russell's car the university presi
dent mentioned to his guest that the 
faculty member who was driving was at 
the time assisting Byrnes with his me
moirs, which would include a full ac
count of the 1944 convention. Kennedy 
at once bombarded the writer with 
questions, pursuing his interrogation 
vigorously all the way to the plane and 
finally commenting thoughtfully, half to 
himself, "So that's how the ax was 
dropped!" 

After the ax had fallen, Byrnes' re
lations with FDR as well as with some of 
the party leadership were strained. 
Gradually however, Byrnes swallowed 
his pride and most of the eld intimacy 
with the President was restored. It is 
perhaps understandable that the South 
Carolinian did not campaign for Roose
velt with his usual energy in the fall elec
tion. To the disappointment of Harry 
Hopkins, Roosevelt's key adviser in this 
fourth term campaign, Byrnes limited 
himself to one major radio address. But, 
incidentally, Hopkins thought this to be 

the most effective single appeal made 
on behalf of either candidate. 

Still "assistant president" on the 
home front (FDR's term), Byrnes ac
companied Roosevelt to the Yalta con
ference at the latter's specific request. 
Characteristically he was not content 
merely to observe. In addition to taking 
part in many offstage discussions, he 
busied himself with making an accurate 
shorthand record of exchanges between 
Churchill, Stalin and Roosevelt. Years 
later, when in semi-retirement in South 
Carolina, he was to be approached sev
eral times by the State Department for 
confirmation or elucidation of its official 
record of the proceedings. 

When Cordell Hull had retired as 
secretary of state some weeks prior to 
Yalta, Byrnes had been considered for 

- the post. One factor in his not obtaining 
it appears to have been Hoplins' view 
that he was likely to be too ','indepen
de1,t." As the European war seemed to 
be almost won, Byrnes asked Roose
velt's permission to retire by early April 
1945. He said his official goodbye to the 
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president on March 29 prior to return
ing to Spartanburg. Two weeks later he 
was called back to a stricken Washing
ton to take part in FDR's funeral. 

Overwhelmed by his new respon
sibilities, Harry Truman gratefully in
cluded Byrnes in his inner circle. Tru
man had admired him for years and 
now consulted him on many domestic 
and foreign problems. It was rumored 
that such was the new chief executive's 
regard for the former "assistant presi
dent" that Byrnes could name his own 
post in the new administration. 

Privately it was arranged between 
the two men that the South Carolinian 
would replace the personable but gen
erally ineffectual Stettinius as secretary 
of state, once the latter had helped es
tablish the United Nations organization. 
In the interval before July 1945 when he 
took office, Byrnes represented Tru
man on the elite committee governing 
the S-1 (atom bomb) project. Rapidly he 
became the most influential member of 
the group examining the military and 
political implications of the world's most 
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Opposite, autographed photos of world leaders attest to Byrnes' involvement in world affairs. 
Left, Byrnes walked to his office almost every morning. Above, James Byrnes and Maude 
Busch were married May 2, 1906. 

awesome secret weapon. 
Representing his state in House 

and Senate, Supreme Court justice, top 
presidential aide, and now senior cabin
et member, Byrnes had fashioned a 
career unique in the annals of the United 
States public service. His dream was to 
make a great contribution to winning 
the war against Japan and to teh post
war settlements. Encouraged by Tru
man to act decisively, his advice was 
crucial during the period of Japan's final 
agony and collapse. 

With the president he attended the 
Potsdam Conference, hopeful that the 
United States could help create the sort 
of just and lasting peace Woodrow Wil
son had earlier envisioned. During the 
next 18 months he was to travel further 
and more continuously in his search for 
a world settlement than any of his 
predecessors. 

Two features of Byrnes' experi
ence as secretary of state are worth em
phasizing here. First, the crushing dis
ap poi n tmen t that a paranoid Stalin 
would not honor the compromises of 

Yalta and Potsdam preferring instead 
to create and maintain an "iron curtain" 
across Europe. Official records of the 
innumerable sessions between Byrnes 
and his Russian opposite Molotov, as 
well as the South Carolinian's personal 
approach to Stalin at Christmas 1945 in 
an attempt to break the deadlock, 
showed Byrnes to have been an ener
getic, imaginative, and remarkably 
good-tempered negotiator. 

Though his efforts ensured the 
eventual liberation of Austria and com
pletion of the so-called "mini-treaties," 
the principal settlement concerning 
Germany and Japan eluded him, as they 
have in the main eluded diplomats ever 
since. Some critics of Truman and 
Byrnes claim that they were naive to 
credit the possibility of cooperation 
with the Russians; others have argued 
that it was pressure from the United 
States which drove the Soviets into in
transigence. This writer accepts neither 
viewpoint. · 

Admittedly, American possession 
of the atom bomb increased the Rus-
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sians' chronic security consciousness, 
already reinforced by their terrible war
time suffering at the hands of Nazi Ger
many and her satellites. 

Yet if Stalin had only allowed him
self a measure of faith in the Allied lead
ership, the miseries and perils of a Cold 
War could have been avoided. Truman 
and Byrnes expected to deal reasonably 
with reasonable men. But fear, suspi
cion, and the temptation to profit by 
short term advantages blinded the 
Kremlin, and blighted Byrnes' hopes for 
a role in history as a great peace-maker. 

A second point is that Byrnes' 
good record as secretary has been ob
scured by various slighting references 
in President Truman's memoirs. In dis
cussing the period of Byrnes' incum
bency, Truman even expresses a belief 
that his secretary of state was "soft" to
wards the Russians! Space does not 
permit a detailed rebuttal of this techy 
and distorted judgment. But Byrnes' 
decisive intervention in Iran, his master
ly speech at Stuttgart in September 
1946, the strongest American warning 
to Russia to that date that the United 
States would oppose force with force in 
Europe, adn above all, his role in the 
cabinet controversy which followed his 
blunt address-all this, and other evi
dence belies Truman's interpretation of 
events. 

It was in fact Byrnes who insisted 
that the dangerously muddled Henry 
Wallace be disciplined by the president 
after Stuttgart, lest the firm line to 
which the United States was at last re
sorting be weakened before it could 
take effect. And it should be added that 
Byrnes' dispatches and diplomacy re
veal him as one of the earliest advocates 
of what was later to be called the "Mar
shall Plan," introduced by his successor, 
Gen. George Marshall, within three 
months after Byrnes' retirement, at his 
own request, in January 1947. 

Why did Truman later distort the 
record of the man whom he praised ful
somely, saying that he had "earned the 
thanks of the nation" as he left the sec
retaryship? To understand this we must 
look at the final phases of Byrnes' public-

"The Governor's" main interest in the 
closing years of his life was the Byrnes Foun
dation, which supported 300 orphaned stu
dents from the proceeds of Byrnes' two 
books, Speaking Frankly and Al/ In One Life
time. 
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career, after he had come home to 
South Carolina. 

While Byrnes distrusted some of 
the president's advisers as troublemak
ers, his personal relations with the 
chief executive remained friendly. But 
as the months passed he found himself 
in growing disagreement with the do
mestic policies of the Truman adminis
tration. Keeping his doubts to himself, 
he did not participate in the stormy 1948 
presidential campaign when Truman 
beat off both his left and right wing op
position. The break between the two 
old warriors came in June 1949 when 
Byrnes openly criticized what he be
lieved was the national trend towards a 
welfare state. Cordial correspondence 
between them ceased, and the rift re
mained when Byrnes, reversing the nor
mal flow, decided to seek high office in 
his home state after a brilliant federal 
career. He easily won the governorship 
of South Carolina in 1950. 

Byrnes used his overwhelming 
public support to aid the industrializa
tion of the state, to institute much 
needed mental health programs, and to 
make a determined attack on the prob
lem of financing public education. He 
was convinced that a rural South Caro
lina could never support the level of 
education for both races which the 
times demanded. Moreover, he saw 
that unless the Southern states gave 
more than lip service to the concept of 
"separate but equal" educational op
portunities for their black citizens, mas
sive federal intervention, which he de
plored, was inevitable. Byrnes' sales 
tax, coupled with measures to allow 
state colleges to issue revenue bonds 
against future tuition receipts, brought 
a veritable revolution in education to 
South Carolina. And while the national 
trend bypassed his personal view of 
race relations, the honesty of his atti
tude to the black community made pos
sible the signal advances on which 
other enlightened legislators would 
later build. 

Byrnes led the state delegation to 
the Democratic National Convention in 
1952 but he was prominent among 
those who refused a party loyalty oath, 
finally declaring his opposition to the 
party's nominees. Feeling that the 
course of the national party was ex
treme, and hostile to Southern inter
ests, he supported Eisenhower for pres
ident, an endorsement which nearly 
won South Carolina for the Republican 
party. He broke with more of his old 
party friends over the senatorial race 
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between Edgar Brown and Strom Thur
mond when he endorsed the latter's 
write-in candidacy. But in recent years 
Byrnes seemed to rise above party poli
tics. 

Though he visited his office in 
downtown Columbia almost daily , 
maintaining a quite voluminous corres
pondence with a wide variety of people, 
including many scholars, his main inter
est was the welfare of over 300 students 
whose education was furthered 
through the proceeds of his two books. 
His rare public appearances revealed 

that he lost none of his charm and con
summate skill as a speaker. In 1967 at 
the University of South Carolina he ad
dressed a luncheon gathering honoring 
his long time friend Solomon Blatt, Sr. 
His tribute, faultlessly phrased and de
livered, came after a number of striking 
speeches. But it was "The Governor" 
who electrified the audience which, as it 
listened, sensed the living presence of 
history. The remarkable James F . 
Byrnes-whenever shall we see his like 
again? 

thank heaven for little girls! . . . remembering mother's day in tne 
most delightful ways . . . and charging everything to daddy! 
charles brown ltd will always be her favorite place to shop . . . with 
the smartest clothes, rare perfumes, godiva chocolates, andjust 

the nicest things. 

charles brown ltd 
i:-hop daily 10 tit s:so something special for you 
1874 east main st., spartanburg, s.c. (803) 585-2206 
major credit cards ... and private accounts 
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Hom.e lm.provement? 
See Us furThe Money. 

H you've been thinking of ma~ 
improvements around your home, now could 

~~ be a good time to do it. 
With home maintenance costs 

·. '~ .: 1· .. · golllg higher-every day, putting 
_,. •··' '} - - . - - ·-----

··<,,,. ,,, .< . V \<.'. .. ·. . money mto your home 
·~- \ - -- - -- - - ---- ---- ~ 

r~ -. ·: :: _, ._''- - -'.,', ·· ,.-;-now can make it more --
· ), - < valuable later. 

And whether your 
plans call for a do-it-yourself paint job 

- . . . . . . 
or a new SW1J!1l11111g 
-pool, Standard -~ 
S- . h. -1- .a avmgs can e P 't'7'->-,. . . .... . ,,, -., ..... 

* ·"····,,· .. ··. 

-W{tfia-COnvenievt _hO!}l~ imJJrq~ment 
, Y'7ti , _loan. So decide ~!!_your hoine 
~ · -· .· tmprovement proJect and come talk 

to us about it. 
Remember, we can help in mor~ 

ways than just providing the money. 

COLUMBIA 
Main at Washington 
Trenholm Plaza 
Dutch Square Mall 
3227 Millwood Ave. 
Columbia East 
779-8550 

STINDIHD SIVIN6S 
NEWBERRY 
1117 Boyce St. 
276-5660 

SUMTER 
201 North Main St. 
775-T.'IJ2 

AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 

ORANGEBURG 
520 Russell St. 
534-3311 
Orangeburg Mall 
534-3313 

CHARLESTON MYRTLE BEACH 
Northwoods Mall 5(lJ 21st Ave .. N. 
797-2525 448-9458 

MT. PLEASANT 
East Cooper Plaza 
884-5141 
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enova ting by J. Michael Whatley 

c.An <9lder'Ho,ne 

Before Renovation 

2214 Gadsden Street After Renovation 

May 1979 

I n South Carolina and across the 
nation, the recent trend of people 
buying and rehabilitating old homes 

has proven to be one alternative to the 
rising cost of new housing. Renovating 
an existing home normally costs 
between 67 to 75 percent of what a new 
home with comparable square footage 
would cost. With this renovated old 
home, you get extra volume and charm 
such as old moldings and other charac
teristics which are too cost prohibitive 
for new homes. 

One of the first things to do after 
you have located a possible candidate 
for rehabilitation is to contact a reput
able contractor experienced in old 
home rehabilitation restoration. Walk 
through the home with the contractor 
you have selected and get a general idea 
or rough estimate of what it would cost 
to do what you would like. This is a per
fect starting point. This rough estimate 
will give you an idea of whether it would 
be a good investment for you or not. If 
the rough estimate is acceptable then 
the next step would be to write detailed 
specifications which the contractor 
would use to give you a total contract 
price. In most cases the contractor's 
estimate is higher than the homeowner 
originally anticipates. This is because of 
the always rising cost in the remodeling 
industry and the fact that most home
owners are not too familiar with the 
problems of remodeling or renovating. 
If the price on the contract comes back 
higher than you wanted to spend, it is 
best to sit down with the contract and 
figure a comfortable amount that you 
want to spend and rearrange the specifi
cations to come within that amount. 
The project can be figured in different 
phases with the basics that have to be 
done being done immediately and later 
upgrading to be done at certain points 
as time and money are available. Also 
another common way of bringing the 
cost down is doing some of the work 
yourself. If you tear out plaster, wall
paper or walls or do the painting your
self you can save a lot of money. A good 
contractor will be willing to aid you in 
any way to make the project work. 

15 



w,::.i . . . 

One of the things that should be 
done is to list some of the areas that 
need to be checked for potential prob· 
lems in old homes, such as the follow· 
ing: 

D Check under the house and 
look at the floor system and walls for 
possible termite damage as well as 
structural condition. 

D The electrical system: Most old· 
er homes need to have their service 
panels upgraded to a minimum 200 amp 
service to handle all the electric appli· 
ances on the market today. Normally, 
extra outlets will be added to each room 
according to the usage for each room. If 
more than 50 percent of the electrical 
system is changed it will have to be 
brought up to the existing electrical 
code in your area. 

D Heating and air conditioning: If 
yours is a two·story house the most effi· 
cient system would be having one sys· 
tern for each floor. This would give you 
a separate thermostat for upstairs and 
downstairs. Gat heat and electric air 
conditioning provide the best heating 
and cooling systems. Heat pumps are 
not effective in older homes because 
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1600 Dunbar Road, Cayce, before and after renovation 

they need the ideal conditions which 
older homes can't provide. 

D Plumbing: Water pipes should 
be checked carefully. In most conditions 
the water pipes should be replaced with 
new pipes. The old galvanized pipes are 
usually rusted on the inside and if the 
house has not been used in some time, 
it is possible that the pipes could be 
completely rusted together. Drains are 
usually \Okay except for the fact that 
they are usually exposed on either the 
interior or exterior of the home. 

D Insulation: The first place one 
should start with insulation is the attic 
with six to 12 inches. Next would be the 
floors with three and a half inches, and 
then walls. In most cases, depending 
upon the scope of the project, pumping 
foam insulation into the walls has work· 
ed well. This should be pumped in from 
the outside if it is a clapboard home for 
better coverage, if possible. We have 
used this product in a number of homes 
and found it to be a superior product. 
Don't forget about insulated storm win· 
dows. They work so well. No matter 
how much work is done to make the old 
windows like new, they are still drafty. 
Storm windows that are made with the 

white finish are particularly attractive if 
your trim co·ordinated with the storm 
window in color. 

D Plaster: Preserve plaster walls 
and ceilings when possible if they are in 
good condition. This can save you a lot 
of money in your renovation project. 
There are a number of good plasterers 
around who can repair plaster to a like· 
new finish. If the plaster is too far gone 
to save, a popular alternative has been 
to remove it and sheetrock the walls. 
When deciding between removing plas· 
ter and installing new sheetrock, con· 
sider whether the existing trim work will 
work out with the new sheetrock since 
the sheetrock is not as thick as the exist· 
ing plaster. 

D Fireplaces: Depending upon 
the age of the home, the coal·burning 
fireplaces which now exist were often 
built originally as wood·burning fire· 
places and were later closed in to coal 
burning. We have had tremendoussuc· 
cess in removing the existing coal·burn· 
ing fire brick and opening the fireplace 
up to the original size which is usually 
intact. This does mean having to reface 
the front of the fireplace after opening it 
up to a wood burning size. 
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643 Kentucky Street, Columbia, before 
(above) and after (below) 

D Roof: Be particularly careful 
when inspecting the roof of the home 
you are thinking about buying as to the 
number of layers of shingles and the 
existing condition. Many older homes 
have as many as five layers of shingles 
on the house. Some older homes have 
the old wooden shake shingles under 
asphalt roofing. If this has to be re
moved, this can be quite costly. Make 
sure to check the roof closely. 

D Unlevel Floors: In a lot of in
stances this can be repaired with no 
problem by jacking and installing a new 
pier in that location. This would have to 
be checked by your contractor to see if 
it is possible. 

I have named a few of the areas 
that I feel are very important when look
ing for a possible candidate for rehabili
tation and remodeling work. A good 
contractor experienced in old home re
habilitation restoration work would be 
able to soot all these items for vou ;mrl 
give you a price on whatever it will cost 
to repair or redo. 

J. Michael Whatley is a professional 
remade/er from Columbia. 
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air11ne 
From 

Charleston 
More flights, more nonstops to Atlanta 
than any other airline. Delta has eight 
flights every day to Atlanta. Five of them 
nonstops. And many continue thru to 
other Delta cities. Day Tourist and Night 
First Class $4 7, Night Coach $38. 

You've also got the most flight-times on 
Delta to New Orleans, Houston, Los 
Angeles, Chicago and Boston. Plus eight 
more flight-times to New York every day. 
And many of Delta's flights from 
Charleston off er you connections to 
Wide-Ride L-1011 TriStars. 

) 

From 
Colurtibia 

'Iwice as many flights•,to Atlanta as any 
other airline. Eight are' nonstops- the 
most going-including~ Wide-Ride 
L-1011 Tri Star. Day Tourist and Night 
First Class $40, Night rourist $32. And 
only Delta flies you straight thru via 
Atlanta to over a dozeri,cities. The big
gest choice of thru-jets from Columbia. 

The only nonstops to New York and 
Chicago. You've also got the most flight
times on Delta from Columbia to Dallas/ 
Ft.Worth, New Orleans; Houston, Los 
Angeles and San Francisco. And Delta 
flies the only Wide-Ride Tri Stars thru 
to Dallas/Ft.Worth. 

Delta has more thrifty Night Coaches from Charleston and Columbia than any 
other airline. Fly any night without restrictions and save 20% off Day Tourist Fares. 
Or save even more on round trips with our Super Saver Fares. There are advance pur
chase and other qualifications. Seats are limited and subject to availability. 

One-stop service from Charleston and 
Columbia to London. You're just one 
stop from London on Delta. Leave any 
afternoon and make an easy connection 
in Atlanta with our Wide-Ride L-1011 
TriStar nonstop to London. 

All schedules and fares subject to change 
without notice. 

See your '!ravel Agent for full details 
on Delta's fares and flight reservations. 
In Charleston, call Delta at 577-3230, in 
Columbia at 779-4300. Delta and your 
Travel Agent accept all major general
purpose credit cards. ~DELTA 

The airline run by professionals , ~~ -~· 
Delta is ready when you are" 
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together. Where they can learn from 
one another. Try things out. Where 
they can succeed. And a place where 
they can fail. The money is important, 
yes. We have bills to pay but to me that 
is secondary." He smiled into the cam
eras and moved in on the mikes. He was 
charming but he meant it. "How nice it 
will be to say you saw The Netherlands 
Ballet perform their first time in Ameri
ca here at Spoleto in Charleston. The 
Sound of Music you can see on your 
television set." 

An Indiana couple were giggling as 
their horse-drawn carriage eased 
around The Battery overlooking Fort 
Sumter where the first shot of the Civil 
War was fired. The guide was announc
ing that Charlestonians believe the 
Ashley and the Cooper Rivers come to
gether at Charleston to form the Atlan
tic Ocean and how they are like the 
Chinese in that they love rice and still 
worship their ancestors. Out beyond 
the "Resume Safe Speed" signs 20 miles 
out of Charleston there are other obser
vations. "Chinese, hell. They're like the 
Egyptians. They've bred so close down 
in there, there ain't an attic left on the 
peninsula." 

June is too late for azaleas, too 
early for crepe myrtle. But the magnolias 
are as wide as your two hands, the gar
denias and mimosa are out and red, 
white and pink oleander is blooming on 
the Interstate. The guide explains that 
the eighteenth century houses were 
built one room wide to save on frontage 
taxes. That the 12-foot ceilings hold the 
cool air longer. That the ones damaged 
in the earthquake of 1886 are still held 
together by 30-, 40-, SO-foot long lag 
bolts. He points out where Rhett Butler 
lived and strolled and caroused and 
Catfish Row where Dubose Heyward 
set the book which later became George 
Gershwin's Porgy and Bess. The car
riage swings up East Bay Boulevard 
where the oldest printers in the South, 
Walker, Evans and Cogswell, still clean 
and grease their original Confederate 
money plates. Charlestonians hold on 
to anything old: their houses, their furni
ture, their she-crab recipes, their ac
cents. With the low skyline, the gas lan
terns and the cobblestones, you can 
block out the telephone lines against 
the sky and be in southern France, 
Kerry County Ireland or back on the 
pages of Jane Austen. Charlestonians 
also, despite earthquakes, hurricanes 
and outright ridicule, cling to their family 
names with a desperation that ap
proaches the American Kennel Club. If 
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a young married lady is introducing her
self she might say, "I'm Elizabeth Louise 
Turner." Then she'll clear her throat 
with a peculiar South-of-Broad-Street 
note and quickly add "wuzza Heyward." 

Charlestonians wanted Spoleto to 
work and 80 percent of the tickets were 
bought within 100 miles of The Holy 
City. But the word was out and North
ern license plates were filling the streets 
and out-of-state accents were crowding 
the restaurants. Ella Fitzgerald showed. 
So did Tennessee Williams. Jan Miner 
replaced Geraldine Page and the Phe 
Zulu Theatre Company out of Africa 
repla€ed the Dance Theatre of Harlem. 

The Low-Country jokers were claiming 
the Zulus were meat-eating gentlemen 
with British accents and bones in the 
noses. It was the Phe Zulus' first Ameri
can performance and with their jungle 
drums, their shields and spears, their 
bare-breasted women and animal skin 
costumes they danced and sang, whis
tled, leaped, clicked and screeched 
through Umbatha, their version of 
Macbeth. After it was over the big 
crowd at Galliard Auditorium stayed on 
its feet applauding for an encore and 
again until Theodore Stern, the chair
man of Spoleto, took the stage to thank 

them. And still later Welcome and Phillip 
Msombi, the Zulu leaders, smiled and 
admitted they were enjoying the South
ern hospitality in spite of the dark warn
ings by friends back home of South 
Carolina and its hard-lard heritage. 

Spoleto was a hit, a big hit, and 
ticket sales were booming. But as Men
otti said, there would always be prob
lems. At La Traviata, Luciana Serra 
was excellent but too heavy to carry off 
consumption. The tenor was too light 
to support her singing, too frail for the 
dead lift scene at the end. The inter
missions were long enough to get your 
oil changed. The orchestra played as if 

a.Wat it will always be, 
a place where talent can 
come together. 

they'd just met. There was also a big dis
appointment in Edward Villella, who ap
peared with Leslie Brown from Turning 
Point. The choreography by Villella was 
strange and slow and weirdly earth
bound. Many who had come to see him 
for the first time said he reminded them 
of Andre Eglevsky. Others remember
ed the young Burt Lancaster. Free 
shows at the churches varied widely. A 
folk soloist at the Unitarian Church 
lured the good people in and then turn
ed them over to a group of strolling 
poets and dancers who smiled up and 
down the aisles with "We'd Like to Get 
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to Know You." The back rows emptied 
fast. The rest were trapped. A mother 
to her daughter, after an agonizing 
recorder solo of an agonizingly original 
song, said, "Don't clap or he'll just stay 
on." But the artist needed very little en
couragement. He began juggling three 
tennis balls as he moved into the crowd 
rapping about freedom, ecology, vege
tarianism. But for every disappointment 
there were three and four wild and flam
ing successes. The Felix Blaska troupe 
was brilliant. But Gaillard was to have 
an even greater triumph than The Phe 
Zulu. It was The Netherlands Dance 
Theatre who overwhelmed and held the 

crowd absolutely spellbound in the 
most dazzling ballet seen here or pos
sibly anywhere. 

This year it was the year of the T
Shirt. Everybody had a message or 
some comment on the times. "Born 
Toulouse." "Jimmy Hoffa Please Call 
Your Office." "I'm For Dick Riley.""I'm 
Not A Tourist I Live Here." And on the 
corner of Meeting and Queen a black
socked New Jerseyite's stomach was 
stretched out over one for easy reading: 
"I CANT BELIEVE I ATE THE 
WHOLE THING." At the Market 
Square, a half block of foods of all na-
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tions, a redneck was hunched in over a 
Greek gyros sandwich trying to catch 
the juices. He wiped his mouth, "Buddy, 
I'm getting me the franchise for this 
thing and taking it back to Columbia." 
He hooked his head in wonder. "I don't 
care where it came from. Man, that's 
good." Sen. J. Strom Thurmond 
stopped by the table. He looked at the 
sandwich suspiciously, then he asked to 
be remembered in November. 

In 1977 Spoleto lasted 11 days. In 
'78, with three dance companies, The 
Netherlands Theatre, The Phe Zulu, 
Felix Blaska, plus Edward Villella and 
Leslie Brown; fo!G operas, La Traviata, 

Vanessa, Donizetti's II Furioso and 
Menotti's two one-acters The Egg and 
Martin's Lie; 14 days of chamber music 
and 14 nights of jazz, a Visconti retro
spective, three art shows, Tennessee 
Williams' world premier of Creve 
Coeur and four outdoor festivals, Spo
leto lasted 18 days. For every opening 
and every closing there was a party. For 
the Tennessee Williams reception the 
rumor was you needed two Ravenels or 
one Manigault along with a color-coded 
invitation. Four hundred showed. 
Three neighbors pulled their houses to
gether with lanterns. It was held in the 

backyards on Laurens. There were 
tuxedoes, tails, ballroom gowns, New 
York leather and California Safari. 
There were also t-shirts. One was torn 
in back 'a la Brando in Streetcar. One a 
shimmering silk worn by a tall exotic 
with an embroidered map of Europe 
highlighting his artistic triumphs: Rome, 
Edinburgh, Salzburg, Spoleto. There 
was a band, a dance floor, six bars and 
pretty Charleston colleens serving hot 
shish kebab, shrimp and miniature 
quiches. A cheese arrangement rose up 
four feet and the vulgar were estimating 
it crossed the finishing line at $450. No 
National Biscuit saltines and Ritz 
Crackers here. It was Northumberland 
Stone Grounds and white water bis
cuits that are still packed in Coldstream 
Guard tins with hinged closures. Ten
nessee Williams sat in a rocking chair 
on the porch drinking wine and receiv
ing his fans. One College of Charleston 
coed was asking her boyfriend, "What 
will I say to him?" 

"Just say you've read his stuff." 
"Then what? Oh Lord, here I go ... 

Mister Williams, I've read every play 
and every poem you've ever written ... 
And." She'd blown her lines ... "And I 
think you're just wonderful!" 

At the press conference the 
podium was too tall for Tennessee. In
stead of looking over the mikes he peer
ed through them as he fielded the soft 
grounders with one- and two-liners. His 
favorite writers are Shakespeare among 
the dead, Harold Pinter among the 
living. New York seems to have very 
little time and space for old talent. The 
American Regional Theatres may be 
our salvation. Advice to the young 
writers? None, they won't listen anyway. 
Or if they would they shouldn't. On 
Charleston. "Beautiful town. Charming 
town. I'm enjoying being the oldest 
living playwright playing in the oldest liv
ing theatre." 

Williams' play Creve Coeur, which 
means "heartbreak," unfortunately was. 
It was tired, thin and disappointing. It 
skimmed and dipped into Glass Menag
erie and Streetcar but little of the energy 
and the old magic stuck. Terrible lines 
like "He has a problem of premature 
ejaculation" are made even worse with 
"he must have a very big laundry bill." 
Material like this would miss the cut at 
the club rooms of Vegas. Shirley Knight 
was pretty floating around Charleston 
with a lace dress and a fringed parasol. 
Onstage she was still pretty and knew 
her blocking and knew her lines. The 
entire cast earned their money the hard 
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@f there is a center for Spoleto, it's the Mills Hyatt House 

way trying for drama and comedy that 
might have been in Williams' head but 
unfortunately never reached the page. 
But Menotti was right: Spoleto should 
have room for experimentation. And if 
you have to pick a place to have a funer
al what could be better than under the 
spanish moss and the thousand-year
old live oaks of old Charleston Town? 

At the outdoor festival at Calhoun 
Park a hundred things were going on at 
once. Bluegrass music, jazz, dancers, 
mime, 12-foot-high giant puppets, wa
termelon cuts and Chris Haneke!, a 
storvteller who held the crowd breath
less with "Bre'r Rabbit and the Tar 
Baby." A guitar player who looked 
enough like Charles Manson to keep 
the crowd back was trying for their sym
pathy with a '60s protest song. He said 
he had been caught up in the movement 
and hadn't been able to get out. He fig
ured Charleston was the last outpost of 
innocence. Towering 60 feet over the 
park in dark marble, John C. Calhoun 
1785-1850 (the father of our country) 
was scowling. He had reason. On the 
city books is a plan to build a ten-story 
convention center that will block out his 
view of the Battery a mile away. The 
center with an eighteenth-century 
facade around it has been nicknamed 
The Superdome; the street if faces, The 
Reeperbaum. Many Charlestonians 
take a dim view of being stampeded by 
tourists and live in fear of convention
eers' scooters figure-eighting down their 
narrow streets or the Hell's Angels 
suddenly appearing on the skyline. The 
churches have never been more crowd
ed. They are praying the convention 
center will disappear. 

Dock Street Theatre, which orig
inally opened in 1736, seats 450 and 
stands another 40. For the 16 noon con
certs of chamber music and the six per
formances of I/ Furioso it was packed 
with another 50 outside waiting for no
shows and cancellations. It could have 
run another month. Outside Dock 
Street the sidewalk art exhibit was like 
Greenwich Village, New Orleans, 
Carmel: watercolors of seascapes, sail
boats, oils of twin Scotties in a basket of 
flowers, kittens playing with balls of 
yarn, and carved hands raised in prayer. 
Some things never change. The best 
bet was the Gibbes' Gallery's small but 
stunning show of Pendergast and 
Glackens. The feature was Lawson's 
famous painting of Armistice Day. 
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If there is a center for Spoleto, it's 
the Mills Hyatt House, a reconstruction 
of the inn originally built in 1853. The 
marble lobby is tall and airy with French 
doors overlooking an umbrella-covered 
patio where a good combo works out 
and exotic pina coladas are served at 
noon. A grand piano, in tune, is in the 
dining room and at breakfast the grits 
are perfect and the biscuits worth tak
ing back to the room. Fresh flowers are 
on every table. The brass is polished. 
The dark wood is waxed, the leather 
soft. 

At the Mills pool Tennessee Wil
liams in a white bathing cap and black 
trunks was doing a modified Australian 
crawl up and down the 20-yard stripe. A 
man from Charleston and a woman 
from Savannah were listening to the 
page for a Roaul F onzak. The woman 
smiled thinly, "Oh dear. They do have 
the strangest names." The man didn't 
like anything ' he saw. He grimaced. 
"What we need is a full-scale depression 
to clear this bunch out of here. Imagine 
having your kids sound like that?" But 
the Savannah woman didn't hear him. 
She was looking at a trimmed-down bi
kini. "Look, it's like a bandage. Her 
breasts are out more than they're in. 
And don't tell me that little slut doesn't 
know it." Also at the Mills House was 
David Merrick. He'd flown down from 
New York to see Creve Coeur. With his 
dark moustache and dark clothes 
people looked two times, three times. "I 
bet that one's not from around here." 
From a distance he looks like a power. 
Merrick, who has been described as 
"having the same charm as a well-placed 
arsonist waiting to see which fire flames 
the highest," stays in Charleston only a 
day-and his dark ways remained mys
terious. 

From the Mills House it's only two 
or three blocks to everything, including 
the elegant French restaurant, Mari
anne's, where Gian Carlo Menotti and 
five friends were sweeping into the 
candlelight and the biggest table. The 
owner, the chef and the manager were 
hovering like martins at a gourd. There 
was every reason to think the buns 
would be hot, the veal thin, the lettuce 
fresh. Other customers watched fasci
nated by the clothes, the accents, the 
gestures. They were speaking French, 
Italian, German. 

"Lord, how do they keep it all 
straight?" 

"Louise, hush. Not so loud." 
But Louise couldn't be stopped. "I 

hear he has one woman who just takes 
care of his shirts. That's all she does." 

Bill Moore, who runs the jazz con
cession at Spoleto, may very well be the 
best announcer since Heyward Hale 
Broun. He comes on strong. He stays 
on strong. "Ladies and gentlemen! You 
are lucky mothers, for tonight here are 
Clark Terry and The Jolly Giants!" 
Later it was the great Slam Stewart with 
Buddy Pizzarelli riding shotgun. The 
North Texas State One O'clock Lab 
Band was in attendance and never 
better. Also present were Joe Williams, 
the great blues stylist; Andrea Dupree, 
a fine local singer; and Tony Torre, the 
red-hot drummer who has adopted 
South Carolina as his native land. And 
later at The Cistern at the College of 
Charleston, where 200 years ago they 
trapped the rainwater and today is the 
most beautiful outdoor stage in the 
South, Moore brought on the lady her
self, Miss Ella. The stage lights were 
bouncing off the low clouds in from the 
ocean. The colors were splashing on 
the cymbals and blocking out the big 
Steinway where Art Flanagan sat and 
led Ella Fitzgerald back over the old but 
still brand-new trails. It was another sell
out and couples carrying wine and six
pac.ks had climbed up into the low limbs 

A new sound rose and 
rolled down the river 
toward the sea, 
"Menotti ... 

-William Struhs 

25 



of the live oaks. Ella has lost a step going 
to first but "Satin Doll" was there 
straight, great and no one else's. She 
sang a lot of Duke Ellington. On "Cara
van" a voice down the aisle asked, 
"Duke wrote that too?" 

"Man, Duke wrote them all ... " 
Ella is a little like Billy Holliday but 

most of all a lot like nobody else. What 
she's staked out is hers. The smart sing
ers leave it alone. Like Holliday she can 
get in behind the rhythm or in front of it. 
But then with a finger snap and a 
rhumba with a single bump she will 
come in from the other side and swarm 
all over it. Still doing the Duke, she said, 
"Now I'm not going to tell you what this 
one is ... " The intro moved into "Do 
Nothing Till You Hear From Me," and 
the clouds rolled back and the moon 
came down the open shafts in the 
spanish moss. For a lot of us out there 
under the old trees we knew that the 
best things still resist time and the tides 
and the affairs of man. It could have 
been 1948, '58, '68. It ended and the 
crowd exploded with "All Rights!" and 
shouts you only hear out on the infield 
of Darlington. "Lord, Ella! Lordy! 
Lord!" 
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She leaned in. "As the Duke would 
say ... I love you madly." 

And a wild gay waved his arms and 
shimmered. "Oh Ella! We love you so 
much it hurts ... " 

Spoleto ended at Middleton Plan
tation up on the Ashley. Here at the 
eighteenth- century plantation with its 
ornamental lakes, its tiered lawns and 
the biggest live oaks on the coast, over 
7,000 came with frisbees, kites and pic
nic baskets for the day and wine coolers 
for the night. Many came for the all
Tschaikovsky concert. Others for the 
all-day festival on the greensward. 
Others for the finale. The weather was 
perfect. The crowd was perfect. The 
lute players, the storytellers, the chil
dren's theatre, the giant puppets, even 
the balloons were perfect. And with a 
special Sunday dispensation which 
would have been awarded to London or 
St. Petersburg or Paris, Charleston's 
finest served cold white wine out under 
the stars and that too was perfect. And 
there was more. At midnight during the 
1812 Overture the fireworks started. 
The rockets burst and reburst. Their 
reds, yellows, greens and golds floated 
down over the lawns, the trees, the 

river. Parents were waking their small 
children. Dogs were howling. Lovers 
were swearing new allegiances, deeper 
promises. And then when the American 
and Italian flag displays were lit and 
burning and ten, 20, 30 starburst rock
ets were rising and exploding together 
and it seemed the sky could hold no 
more, the chant began for another Spo
leto and another and another, and then, 
realizing who had made it possible, a 
new sound rose and rolled down the 
river toward the sea, Menotti ... Menotti 
... MENOTTI!!!! 

William Price Fox, author of Southern 
Fried, Moonshine Light, Moonshine 
Bright, and Ruby Red, is writer-in-resi
dence at the University of South Caro
lina. Fox is finishing up his latest novel, 
Dixiana Superhighway. 
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llJ.J .- June 9 at 2 p.m. $15, $12, $7. 

An opera in three. acts by Domenico Cimarosa, 
set in eighteenth-century Italy, receives its Ameri
can premiere. 

The Medium 

Dock Street Theatre 
May 26 at 8:30 p.m.~ May 28, 30 at 4:30 p.m.; June 
1 at 8:30p.m.;June3at4:30p.m.;June5, 7 at8:30 
p.m.; June 9 at 4:30 p.m.; $10, $8. 

A one-act opera by Gian Carlo Menotti, under the 
direction of the composer. 

Ballet Repertory Company 

Gaillard Municipal Auditorium 
Program I: May 26 at 8 p.m.; 
May 27 at 2 p.m. 
Program II: May 27, 28 at 8 
p.m.; $15, $12, $7. 

An affiliate company of the American Ballet Thea
tre, this troupe's work ranges from nineteenth
century to the works of emerging choreographers. 

Alvin Ailey American Dance Theatre 

Gaillard Municipal Auditorium 
Program I: June 4 at8p.m.;June6at2p.m.;June 
8 at 8 p.m. Program II: June 5 at 8 p.m.; June 8 at 2 
p.m. Program Ill: June 6 at 8 p.m.; June 7 at 2 p.m. 

As the winner of the International Dance Festival, 
this dazzling company offers a highly individual 
blend of elements from Afro-Caribbean dance, 
modem dance, ballet and jazz. 

Douglas Norwick and Dancers/Bill Evans 
Dance Company 

Gaillard Municipal Auditorium 
Program I: May30 at8p.m.;June2at2p.m.;Pro
gram II: May 31 at8p.m.;June 1 at2p.m.;$10,$8, 
$6. 

Norwick's dance vocabulary incorporates ballet, 
Broadway, jazz, mime, athletics, rock-and-roll, 
and disco. 

Since 1969, the Bill Evans Dance Company 
brought their "raw-boned energy" to over one 
hundred communities across the United States. 
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The Price-A Play by Arthur Miller 

Dock Street Theatre. 
May 27-31 at8:30p.m.;June 
2-4, 6, 8, 9 at 8:30 p.m.; June 
10 at 2:30 p.m. $12, $10. 

The Price, considered by many critics to be one of 
Arthur Miller's finest plays, will star Scotty Bloch, 
Joseph Buloff, Mitchell Ryan and Fritz Weaver. 

Rachmaninoff Concert 

Gaillard Municipal Auditorium 
June 2 at 8 p.m. $15, $12, $7. 

Following Spoleto U.S.A.'s acclaimed tradition of 
saluting a world-renowned composer, the Festival 
will present a concert of familiar and rarely heard 
orchestral, vocal and choral music. 

Chamber Music Concerts 

Dock Street Theatre 
May 26-June 9 at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. $7. 

Chamber Music Recitals 

Garden Theatre 
May 26, 27, June 1-3, 8, 9, at5 p.m. $5 (general ad
mission). 

Under the direction of Paula Robison and Scott 
Nickrenz, the Chamber Music Series will be per
formed by outstanding young artists. Charles 
Wadsworth, who founded the Chamber Music 
Series in Spoleto, Italy, will once again host sever
al of the concerts. 

Intermezzi 

May 28;31, June 4-7 at 5 
p.m. $3 (general admission). 

Intermezzi, a series of informal afternoon concerts 
coordinated by Nancianne Parella, are presented 
in various historic Charleston churches. 

Westminster Choir 

Gaillard Municipal Auditorium 
June 7 at 8 p.m. $12, $10, $7. 

The chorus-in-residence for the Spoleto Festival 
in Italy and America, the famed 40-voice West
minster Choir has been considered one of the 
world's finest choral ensembles for over 50 years. 

Kent State Chorale 

Cathedral of St. John the Baptist 
June 4-8 at 9 p.m. $3 (general admission). 

Spoleto Festival U.S.A. presents the Kent State 
Chorale in "The Play of the Three Marys," a medi
eval music-drama from thirteenth-century France. 

Finale 

Middleton Place 
June 10 at 8:30 p.m. (day
time activities preceding the 
evening concert will begin at 
noon). Adults: $10; Children 
(under 12): $5. 

The program will include an all-Gershwin orches
tral concert, celebrating the music of one of Amer
ica's most distinguished composers. 

Jazz at Spoleto 

Seabrook Jazz Picnic, Seabrook Island 
June 2 at noon: $8.50 (general admission). 

Jazz at the Cistern, Cistern of the College of 
Charleston; June 3, 4, 5, 6, 9 p.m.; $5 (general ad
mission); June 8: $10 (general admission). 

Jazz Gala at the Auditorium 
Gaillard Municipal Auditorium; June 9 at 8 p.m.; 
$15, $12, $7. 

Presented by the Left Bank Jazz Society under 
the direction of Bill Moore, Jazz at Spoleto re
turns with a series of all-star concerts featuring 
both young and established jazz artists. 

NOTE: Because schedules are subject to change, even at 
the last minute, Spoleio visitors may wish to confirm dates, 
times and locations by calling (803) 722-2764. 
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ORCHARDS by Bob Bailey 

What happened to the home orchard? 
Everybody used to have a home 

orchard, but it went out with the 
milk cow, the home poultry flock, and 
the Model T Ford. Seems like the lack 
of time, and the scarcity of help, along 
with the disease and insect problem, 
made a home orchard impractical for 
most. We now leave fruit growing to 
the commercial farmer who specializes 
in one or two fruits. You cannot turn 
back the clock, but all of us have fond 
memories of climbing the trees for 
apples, cherries, and pears. We would 
go to the strawberry patch and eat until 
we could eat no more. How I remember 
the big tart cherry tree in the back yard 
that gave us all we could handle. I 
remember Mama would say, "Come 
down out of that tree before you make 
yourself sick." How well I remember 
that huge fig bush behind the house by 
the chimney, where we would eat until 
we hurt. True, the home orchard is al
most a forgotten art, but some of us still 
like some fruit in the backyard. 

Many of us want every fruit tree in 
the book. We have visions of setting out 
trees, forgetting them, and a few years 
later going out and bringing in baskets 
of delicious fruit. Of course, we are dis
appointed when we find those worms in 
the fruit, when squirrels get the pecans, 
birds get the figs and berries. But it is a 
well-known fact that an apple from your 
own tree is worth a bushel bought from 
the store. This is not only true of the 
apple but any other fruit as well. 

If you are thinking of putting out a 
few trees or bushes for home use, they 
require a lot of attention-some more 
than others. So do not expect some
thing for nothing. Unless you are willing 
to spray and manage properly, it's best 
to forget it, because if you are not willing 
to follow a regular spray schedule, the 
quality will be very poor. Do not be dis
appointed when you have to cut out 
worms and rot and use the little that is 
left. One thing for sure, we will eat more 
fruit if we grow it, than if we buy it. 

I suggest that you try a few straw
berries, figs, pecans, dewberries, bunch 
grapes, muscadine grapes, pears and 
apples, preferably the dwarf-type trees. 

And of course, a few peach trees, 
plums, and cherries. 

Most of your fruit trees are part of 
the landscape material. The fruit can be 
somewhat secondary. Pecans, for in-
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stance, make some of the best shade 
trees; figs and grapes can be used along 
the yard, and apples and pears make 
good flowering trees for the lawn. 

Insects and Diseases 
To do a good job in controlling in

sects and diseases, you will have to 
spray a number of times. You can buy a 
combination spray, but you can make 
your own by using two tablespoons of 
Captan (50 percent) wettable powder, 
plus two tablespoons of Malathion (25 
percent wettable powder, or two tea
spoons of 50 percent Malathion) per 
one gallon of water. This is a good spray 
for your fruit trees, roses and other 
plants. 
Follow a regular schedule. Make your 
first application just before your fruit 
trees bloom and a second application 
just after bloom. Six additional applica
tions should go on about 14 days apart. 

Plant Troubles 
Plants, like people, get sick and at 

times pass away. How do you diagnose 
the trouble? Some guidelines may help 
determine the trouble. 

When a plant dies suddently, or 
maybe a part of it seems to dry up or 
die, this indicates a lack of moisture. 
This could be caused by dry weather, 
failure of roots to support the top, dis
ease, mechanical injury, or maybe a 
girdling wire that cuts off the circulation. 

If your plant grows fine for a couple 
of years, then there appears very little 
or no growth, or leaves become smaller, 
this is a sign of root disease;nematodes, 
poor drainage, poor soil preparation, 
lack of minerals (fertilizers), too much 
sun or too much shade, or competition 
of roots from trees. First of all, make 
sure that the plant is in the right place, 
considering the environment. Be sure 
that it gets the right amount of sun or 
shade. Then check on soil drainage. Dig 
down beside the plant a few days after a 
soaking rain to see if the soil is moist 
and not soaking wet. Some plants will 
stand wet feet while others demand a 
dry, well-drained site. Check the soil 
preparation also. Azaleas, for example, 
need the entire bed well prepared, not 
individual holes dug in the hard soil. 

When the leaves turn yellow, and 
maybe develop a few spots of some kind, 
this could be natural shedding, if there 
is not an excessive amount. If the house 

plant has yellow leaves, suspect a lack 
of light or over-watering. Over-waiering 
brings on root diseases which are hard 
to cure. If the plant has definite spots on 
the leaves insects or disease is probably 
the culprit. Cold damage or too much 
sun can cause spots. This is especially 
true of magnolias and camellias. 

When the tips or margins of the 
leaves look as if they are burned, this 
could be caused by too much fertilizer. 
The lack of water reaching the leaf will 
cause this appearance. Plants can 
stand in water and still die for lack of 
water. Plants must have plenty of roots 
to take up the water, and they must 
have a good healthy stem and bark to 
carry the water to the leaves. Girdling 
by insect or man will cut off this flow. 
When the flow of sap stops, the plant 
dies. 

When several plants die in one lo
cation, this could be a sign of soil trouble. 
This is where soil testing fits into the 
picture. Be sure to have the soil tested 
for pH and mineral content. If you re
quest it, your extension service will 
check for nematodes. These sugges
tions may be helpful, but nothing will 
take the place of experience. Study your 
leaf structure or color, it usually is able 
to tell their needs. As a general rule, 
plants suffer more from malnutrition 
than from anything else. Like people, 
plants require a well-balanced diet. 

Bulb Wonders 
Too few gardeners realize, in the 

midst of the season's beauty with bloom, 
that now is the time to plant next year's 
bulbs-and without laying hand on the 
spade. In other words, your tulips, daf
fodils and hyacinths are now making 
next spring's bulbs below ground. By 
July the job will be over for the year and 
each bulb will go into its long summer 
resting period, well or sick for next 
spring's show. Whether the show will 
be a good one or a bad one will depend 
to a large degree on what you do now. 
While many bulbs, especially members 
of the narcissus tribe, seem to go on 
blooming for years without letup, they 
do, in fact, deteriorate steadily as the 
seasons go by multiplying on one hand, 
producing more leaves and fewer 
flowers on the other. The trend cannot 
be reversed except by dividing and re
newing the plantings. But it can be re
tarded, and the vigor of the bulb largely 
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A fu lly documented glimpse at the life of 
Up-country South Carol ina when this section 
was the frontier, includ ing the main house, 
kitchen, academy, restored gardens, and other 
plantation buildings . 

DIRECTIONS 
9 miles south of intersection 1-26 and 1-85, at 
1-26 and U.S. 22 1. 

OPEN 

Tues.-Sat . .. 11 a.m.-5 p.m., April 1-0ct. 31 
Sunday . . .. 2-5 p.m. Year Round 
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Diesel leadership 
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car we sell. 

··s>EU<;EOT 

GEORGE MOTOR CO. 
Laurens , S .C. 

984-5441 

maintained, by a little attention now to 
weeding followed by a little fertilizer. 

Weeding bulb beds just at or after 
flowering time is as beneficial as any 
other kind of garden weeding, and it is 
more important if you are going to ferti
lize. Why waste plant nutrients on 
weeds? Of course weeding among 
bulbs is a finicky business. But then, so 
is fertilizing, at least if you take pains to 
scratch in or cultivate the fertilized area. 
Since the phosphoric acid yielded by 
any good bulb food is of considerable 
value to bulb roots, and since it is incor
porated slowly (and almost not at all 
when just dumped on the surface), the 
matter of cultivation is not to be ignored. 
How you weed your bulbs without 
messing up the foliage and late blooms 
is your own affair. But the application of 
plant food may consist of 1) by broad
casting ordinary fertilizer by hand and 
then 2) chopping it in very lightly with 
either a narrow and sharp-edged hoe or 
one of the single tooth, long-handled 
cultivators that are almost made for just 
this close-in maneuvering. 

Bedding Plants 
For years gardeners produced flat 

after flat of seedlilng plants every spring 
from the deep recesses of cold frame or 
hotbed and filled every last inch of the 
flower borders with what, come sum
mer, would prove a blaze of glory. 
Petunia, periwinkle, verbena, phlox, 
zinnia, marigold, aster, are but a few of 
the many names that come to our mind. 
But if there are cycles in the popularity 
of bedding plants, as in other types of 
floral plantings, you can lay the current 
emphasis to the wondrous advance
ment in petunia breeding as much as 
anything else. Resistance to disease, 
botrytis, and the resistance to the bat
tering effect of wind and rain, has been 
remarkedly increased, especially some 
of the varieties which have picked up 
several welcome habits genetically. 

The point is not so much to extol 
the merits of new petunia varieties as to 
put in a plea for the mass planting of sum
mer annuals. Never mind the six of this, 
or the eight of that kind nonsense. Make 
it a dozen of the single variety, and put 
them in early. If you cannot pick up 
enough started plants at the garden 
center slap in a mess of petunia seed for 
late summer-right now. 

We do not recommend the prac
tice and you may be left out in the cold if 
you wait, the late gardener can 
sometimes pick up weedy flats or left
over seedlings at the dealer's at a price . 

satisfactory to all concerned. The plants 
may look a little rough for a time, and of 
course their growth may be checked by 
late transplanting. But my mid-summer 
your hindsight will have turned to fore
sight. 

Lawn Luxury 
Your grass will not look better all 

season than it does right now. To have a 
really healthy sod, you must make a lot 
of grass. This is done in two ways, after 
you have established the grass plants. 
First, you keep it well fed so the crowns 
of those that spread will spread, and 
those roots that creep will creep. 
Second, you keep the grass blades 
mowed to a length of two inches so that 
the most productive part of the blade 
will provide maximum energy for crea
tion of new blades. Mowing, and the re
moval of clippings, will let the sun and 
warmth into the floor of your turf jungle, 
which at this time of year is most desir
able. Don't forget, droughts and hot 
spells of summer are still a long way off. 
It is a fact, no matter what you conclude 
in August, that a healthy, well groomed 
lawn now is your best insurance against 
the encroachment of weeds and 
general weakness later. The mere sight 
of fine green turf at this time of year is 
enough to put heart into any beholder. 

Compost 
The material we call riffraff and 

rubbish accumulates and if we are wise, 
it is piled somewhere for later return to 
the growing soil. These piles tend to 
become messy, especially if the winter 
refuse is added to that accumulated the 
previous season. Suggestion: Make a 
rectangular pen for previous accumula
tions of waste plant matter by driving 
four metal fence posts (with a little 
wedge like braces welded near their 
lower ends) to support a heavy length of 
heavy hog wire. Then fork the pile into 
the pen. If you are ambitious, make two 
such compost pens, the second to re
ceive this year's accumulation as it 
forms. If you follow this procedure, 
making sure that the accumulation is 
compacted evenly, kept moist, occa
sionally sprinkled with a little soil and 
perhaps a handful of fertilizer, you can 
have two supplements per year for your 
garden. The pile collected the preceding 
year will, of course, be in more loam-like 
condition by this coming autumn, than 
will the current season's batch. 

Bob Bailey is our gardening editor. 
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The service station attendant says, 
"Y essir, can I help you?" 

"Y essir, can you tell me where the 
T.S. Ragsdale Company is?" 

"I can put you near it. Just take this 
road, turn left at the tracks, and some
body there will tell you where it is." 

The secret here is not finding the 
tracks, which bisect the town, but in 
knowing just which pecan tree at which 
four-way stop sign to turn. The sign de
claring the company headquarters at 
213-215 South Church Street is certain
ly modest enough, and the street which 
the complex faces can present a 
problem of right-of-way between a '69 
Le Mans and a GM flatbed truck. Sever
al drivers have ignored the "No Parking" 
signs posted on the tobacco redrying fac
tory. After all, they are applicable during 
the late summer tobacco season; not in 
March. 

The first person you see when you 
walk in the door is T.S. Ragsdale Sr., 
company founder, who gazes solemnly 
from his oil portrait in the vestibule. De
liverymen amble in and out, as do office 
workers, and Myra Andrews, whose 
desk nameplate identifies her as char
coal sales manager, is saying, "We 
shipped fifteen truckloads in two hours 
Friday afternoon. I was so tired when I 
got home -I could hardly stand up. We 
didn't even type the orders-just took 
' " em. 
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-Courtesy T.S. Ragsdale Co., Inc. 
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Spring had sprung on the Eastern 
Seaboard, and the clanging sound all 
weekend had been the noise of grills, 
hibachis and pits being unearthed and 
cleaned off. Those truckloads Myra 
Andrews talks about aren't step-vans; 
they're 18-wheelers hauling 20 tons. 

Presiding over the operation, in a 
comfortable, simple corner office and 
surrounded by the usual kind of memor
abilia any family-owned business inevit
ably collects, is T.S. Ragsdale Jr., called 
"Tommy" by everyone from the front 
office to the back-lot bagging crew. 
Tommy's brother Jimmy is just around 
the corner, as is Tommy's son, Smith. 
No great industrial hum teases the inter
nal Richter scale, no acrid smoke blots 
the pale Pee Dee blue or blocks the 
breathing passages. Tommy Ragsdale 
can talk easily and quietly about the 
company's history and operations. 

T.S. Ragsdale Sr. began the com
pany in 1938 as an independent tobacco 
processing and dealing outfit. For four 
months out of every year, there in the 
heart of the tobacco belt, the Ragsdale 
Co. blended, processed, redried and 
preserved Carolina Bright tobacco for 
cigarettes. For the other eight months 
of the year, though, the plant lay idle. 
Employees were forced to find other 
work, and management became anx
ious to diversify. 
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LIFE STYLE 
Fine Furniture 
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BALDWIN 
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~ BAKER 

Write for free list of 
over 300 manufacturers 
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AND HART, INC. 
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Serving South Carolina 
From Two Locations 

900 South Pine Street 
Spartanburg, S. C. 29302 

Laurel Bay 
Shopping Center 

Beaufort, S. C. 29902 

In 1957, Ervin Dargan, a Con
way lumber mill owner, called Ragsdale 
Sr. with an idea. "I'll never forget the 
way he said it," Tommy Ragsdale smiles 
as he repeats the story. "Mr. Dargan 
said, 'Tom, when I'm awake I think 
about you. When I'm asleep I dream 
about you. You've got the natural for a 
charcoal briquet operation.' And I'm 
not even sure my father knew what a 
charcoal briquet was." 

A lot of people were ignorant of the 
charcoal briquet, but this was the post
Korea Eisenhower-years new leisure 
time: "Suburbia" had been discovered 
and the split-level ranch style homes 
were rising as thick and fast as the sod 
huts on the wilderness edge of the Old 
West. Former city-dwellers had been 
given the backyard, and on every patio 
the head of the house was answering 
the atavistic call to cook the meat he 
had won for his family. 

What Dargan envisioned was that 
the idle tobacco redrying equipment 
could be used in a charcoal briquet op
eration during the off-season. Dargan 
had located a Svend Thompson, in Can
ada, who had developed a process 
which carbonized sawdust and bark 
and rid them of their internal gas at tem
peratures above 800 degrees F. A pilot 

-Courtesy T.S. Ragsdale Co., Inc. 
company, Charcoal Industries, Inc., 
was formed in Conway, Thompson was 
imported from Canada. 

The Thompson process called for 
a Dutch-oven which burned gases away 
from the sawdust. For a year and a half, 
Charcoal Industries de-gassed sawdust 
at temperatures often reaching 1,400 
degrees F. Maintaining equipment at 
such temperatures proved prohibitive, 
though, so the fledgling company had to 
shut down. But the idea did not go cold 
with the furnaces. 

In 1965, the Ragsdales installed a 
vertical four-hearth continuous calcin
ing furnace, the kind normally used to 
calcine ores at very high temperatures. 
This process converts matter to 
powder by heat, which drives off vola
tile material. 
This process converts wood waste to 
char by heat, which drives off volatile 
material. With the help of Craig Wall 
and Joe Singletoe, the new furnace was 
placed adjacent to Red Hill Chip, a large 
sawmill operation. 

Tommy Ragsdale likes the proc
ess to that of baking a cake. Some oven: 
The Conway furnaces are 40 feet tall, 21 
feet in diameter. 'When the furnace oper
ates at its usual 1,700 degrees, the oxy
gen fed back into the silo produces a 
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These photos taken shortly after the February 1973 storm show the 
extent of the damage. The destruction curtailed all activity, and the 
Ragsdales were worried about rebuilding in time for the August tobacco 
season. 

-Courtesy T.S. Ragsdale Co., Inc. 
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GEYSER PEAK 

nim{Blanc 
1978 VINTAGE 

ESTATE BOTTLED 

Our Fume Blanc is made from 
100% Sauvignon Blanc grapes 

grown in our vineyards in 
Geyserville. This white wine is 

distinguished by a subtle, smoky 
flavor. The rich color and 

exceptional varietal character 
was enhanced by allowing the 

juice to remain on the skins for 
a day prior to fermentation. 

Our Fume Blanc is dry, 
medium-bodied and well 

balanced. Chill it, and enjoy 
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CHARCOAL 
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" Barbecue time ;s anytime " 

T . S. Ragsdale, Jr. and new Embers transportation 
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- Barry Myers 

- Barry Myers 

wall of flame . When the gases are burn
ed out, what is left is a powdery, granular 
charcoal, which is bound with cornstarch, 
molded, dried and bagged. The briquet 
making operation consumes the 
sawdust and bark of some 200 million 
feet of timber a year, says Ragsdale, 
who quotes the production as 13 tons 
an hour, 312 tons a day, totaling 4,500 
trailer truck loads a year. A second cal
cining furnace installed in Conway in 
1973 doubled the output of briquets. 

Seventy-three was an important 
year for the T.S. Ragsdale Co. That was 
the year that 26 inches of snow and ice 
accumulated in Lake City during the 
February ice storm. The weight of all 
that precipitation collapsed the flat roof 
of the Lake City plant and warehouse, 
destroying the sprinkler system and 
causing more than $900,000 fire damage. 
The Lake City Fire Department used 
tractors to pull the firetrucks to the Rags
dale site, but because the electric water 
pump power had been cut by the storm, 
the hydrants produced a mere 17 
pounds of water pressure. The Lake 
City complex was completely destroy
ed. (Framed color prints taken at the 
time hang in the vestibule, right-angled 
at T.S. Ragsdale Sr. 's portrait.) 

Because of the tobacco processing 
business, the company had to get back 
into gear by August. Almost miracu
lously , they did-while installing a 
whole new computerized tobacco grad
ing operation .and building warehouses 
capable of storing some 40 million 
pounds of tobacco. 

"In that seventy-three storm we 
suffered one of the largest fire losses ever 
in the state-or at least, that's what the 
insurance man said when he came 
down to hand us the check," Ragsdale 
says. Then he goes into another aspect 
of the Ragsdale business: energy pro
duction. 

In the early '70s, the company had 
taken note of the tremendous amounts 
of gases generated as a byproduct of 
the calcining process. Ragsdale says, 
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Heron Marsh Villas is surrounded by 
a tranquil salt marsh, lakes, woodlands 
and nearly one mile of ocean beach. 

You'll never find another community 
like it .•• anywhere. 
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ALARMS 

Protect yourself and your loved ones. 
Don 't be a victim. Safeguard your 
possessions. Automatic Alarm will 
design a burglar alarm system that 
will give you peace of mind. 
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unconditional warranty. Honest, 
reliable service. Keep the ad for a 
$25 discount. 
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State-wide service 
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"We kept reading in the late sixties 
about the forthcoming energy shortage, 
so we just put our minds to work to uti
lize all that gas driven off by the carbon
izing process." 

They went to work devising a sys
tem of off-gas boilers which used the 
gases driven off at 1,700 degrees to pro
duce 100,000 pounds of steam an hour. 
The steam they were generating as an 
unused byproduct proved to be more 
than sufficient for the Ragsdale needs. 
They began selling excess steam to the 
neighboring lumber companies, and 
since 1971 have been classified as ener
gy producers as well as charcoal briquet 
manufacturers. Ragsdale says he has 
consulted with the local electric cooper
ative on the possibilities of generating 
electricity, but the process just isn't big 
enough-yet. The motive is as simple 
as Ragsdale states it: "We have got to 
stop wasting energy in this country. 
Why, there's enough waste in the form 
of just garbage to solve a lot of our 
energy problems." 

And there is still the tobacco ware
housing and processing operation, the 
Ragsdale Co.'s original business. After 
the blending, processing and redrying, 
the Carolina Brightleaf will kep indef-

- Barry Myers 

initely-or until it is shipped from Lake 
City, via Charleston, to Europe, parts 
of the Mideast, Korea and Taiwan. Rags
dale says his company is a major sup
plier to the two Far East countries. 

Energy is still on Ragsdale's mind 
as he explains how the company ships 
to major markets in Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama and 
Florida, emphasizing that many shippers 
prefer to back-haul their freight-con
serving fuel by making sure that their 
trucks are not empty on return trips. 

Tommy Ragsdale ambles through 
the Lake City warehouses, pointing out 
the stages of the tobacco processing 
operation to a visitor. Ironically, there 
are "No Smoking" signs everywhere. 
The cool air is rife with the musk of Pee 
Dee Gold: processed Carolina Bright in 
wooden hogsheads. In some ware
houses the hogsheads are stored in the 
classic triangular patterns; in another, 
stacked atop in towers of casks. Else
where, the tobacco equipment lies cold 
and silent, surrounded by thousands of 
square feet of Embers charcoal briquets 
in five-, ten- and 20-pound bags. 

"Now, here's where the tobacco 
goes into the dryer, see? Up on those 
conveyors, into the next building. But 
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right now, this is all filled with charcoal." 
Out of the cool, into the sun, into 

the other building's cool. 
". . . And the tobacco comes over 

the top here-but right now," he chuck
les a little, "this building's full of 
charcoal." 

Red-and-black-on-white bags of 
charcoal, acres of charcoal, a city block 
of charcoal, it seems, waiting for the 
grill. 

In a newer warehouse, where the 
1,000-pound hogsheads are stored six
high, end on end, Ragsdale remembers 
an employee's woeful story. 

It seems that Richard Scott, who 
for 28 years had tended to hogsheads 
stored four-high on their sides, approach
ed factory manager Sam Moore. 

"Mr. Moore, I got to quit." 
"What's wrong, Richard?" 
"I go home at night, my head's so 

sore me nerves won't stand it," Scott 
said, pointing to the towering casks. 
"I'm scare they're gon' fall on top of me 
or somethin'." 

Back at the office, after inspecting 
the bagging operation and noting a few 
poorly stacked pallets of charcoal, he 
climbs out of his '69 Olds '98, with 
290,000 miles on it, leaving the keys in 
the car. 
body knows it. If it got stolen, some
body' d see it on the road and report it 
before I even knew it was gone." 

He returns to his office, to make 
phone calls, to oversea energy produc
tion, briquet bagging, perhaps to plan 
for the tobacco season in August. Then 
there are those Embers hickory chips
and what wet hickory chips on white 
coals will do to meat and poultry, is, to 
put it mildly, highly satisfying. 

So in Lake City, a town where you 
can still leave your keys in the car, 
where a gas station attendant will give 
you directions amiably even if you don't 
make a purchase, a man can still run a 
multi-million dollar, computer-assisted, 
business with self-sustained energy, a 
business whose products go up in 
smoke-profitably. 

Managing Editor Harry Hope is a highly 
dedicated meat and vegetable griller 
who thought he'd died and gone to 
Heaven when he saw all that charcoal. 
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HEY, THAT'S MY DODGE! 
BREAK INTO SPRING 

WITH SAVINGS & COMFORT 

We offer Dodge Aspens loaded 
with air conditioning, power steer
ing, automatic, custom interior & 
exterior, vinyl roof, WSW tires and 
many other items. Stock # 7142. 

14 ASPENS 
IN STOCK TO SELL s5495 

+ S.C. Tax 

r selection We offer for you TS 
16 DIPLOMA Starting 

as low as 
~£)~ s5999 

6 MAGNUMS 
IN STOCK 
LOW AS 

$6597 
+ S.C. Tax 

Equipped with air condition

ing, power steering and power 
brakes, AM-FM, console, radi
al tires. Stock # 6088. 

8 ST. REGIS 

+ S.C. Tax 
All equippe_d wit~ 

Stock #602~. ower steering, ro 
air, auto~tte~ and many other 
dio, radio o~r comfort. 
items for Y 

The Comfort you want for a low price of 

$6999 
+ S.C. Tax 

Fully equipped. 

Stock # 7137. 

HEY THAT'S MY DODGE DEALER 
Dodge Cars - Dodge Trucks - Used Cars. 

Rdd11Dadg@ 
521 Columbia Ave. Lexington, S.C. 
Phone 359-2501 or 359-,650 

See and meet today 
John Kermit Addy, Pres. 
30 Yrs. of Dodge Service. 

See & Meet today 
George A. Steele Srv. Mgr. 
26 Yrs. of Dodge Service. 
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THE AUDI 5000 HAS BEEN 
SELECTED BY ROAD & TRACK AS 

THE BEST LUXURY-SPORTS SEDAN 
IN THE $7,500-$11,000 CATEGORY. 

-----------am-----------

To be singled out by ROAD & TRACK as one of the 
" JO &st Cars for a Changed World, 1978" is no small 
honor. This is not an annual affair, as you will note 
from these observations in their June 1978 issue: 

- - ------CIID-------
" Times change. People change. Priorities change. 

Cars change. That in a few words is the rationale 
behind this list of Ten Best Cars. The last time the 
R& T editorial staff thought the time was right for 
selecting a Best Cars list was exactly three years ago. 
And before then you have to go back to August 
1971-nearly seven years ago ... " 

- - -----a:m-------
" The Audi 5000 will carry five passengers in quiet, 

luxurious comfort but it has a split personality and 
is equally at home on a twisty road where it provides 

an enthusiast with a great deal of driving entertain
ment'. ' 

- - -----a:m-------
11 • • • for the price it's head and shoulders above the 

competition'.' 

- - -----a:m-------
W h y are they saying such nice things about the 

Audi 5000? Test-drive the 1979 version at your 
Porsche · Audi .dealer and find out for yourself 

Choice of automatic or 5-speed manual transmission. 
Fully-equipped "S" model, with virtually all the power 
options plus metallic paint and rear head rests, available 
at a saving of several hundred dollars . 

PORSCHE+AUDI 
Nothing Even Comes Close 

Suggested retail price $9,395 P.O.E. Transportation, local taxes and dealer delivery charges additional. Fully equipped "S" model $10,975. 
See your local Porsche + Audi dealer for information on leasing and delivery in Europe. 

Available at these fine South Carolina dealers: 
Leroy Cannon Nix 

Porsche - Audi - Volkswagen -
Subaru -Alfa-Romeo Porsche - Audi & Subaru 

2124 Grove P,d _ 3821 West 13eltline 131vd . 
44 Greenville,. South Carolina Columbia South Carolina Sandlapper 
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Photos by George Taylor 
Text by E. Heyward Cathcart 

~"'Wfc, Congaree is old, perhaps 60 million years old. It dates from the 
~time the sand hills near Columbia were great dunes bordering an 
~~: Eocene sea. Then the rivers of this state rose in the mountains to 
·-v make their rocky and rapid way to an indentation in the ancient 

shoreline named Congaree Bay by geologists. Slowly the ocean receded and 
the bay filled with the dust of eroding mountains. The sea was now over a 
hundred miles away, beyond the broad, flat, gently sloping coastal plain. 
The fall line emerged as a boundary between the hard rocks of the uplands 
and the soft sea sediments of the coast, and marks the beginning of the 
Congaree River. For millennia this river would leave its channel and flood 
the surrounding land. Each time it would leave behind a layer of fine 
alluvium, rich in minerals and nutrients. The flood plain that developed is 
delineated on the south by steep bluffs over 200 feet high and on the 
north by ones 10 to 20 feet high. Within its borders, De Soto is said to 
have explored, and Francis Marion rode with his men: The nearby town of 
Fort Motte bears the name of one of the Swamp Fox's battles. Indians lived 
near the river and game from deer to water fowl abound to this day. In 
1700 the Englishman f ohn Lawson iourneyed through the flood plain and 
left the first description of its "tall lofty bay-trees," today's bald cypress. 
Settlement of Richland County began in the 17 40s, when immigrants from 
the Low Country moved to the uplands to challenge the dominance of 
Indians, bear, deer and wolves. A tribe called Congaree lived near present
day Columbia and gave their name to the river. This tribe hunted the 
flood plain and buried their dead in scattered mounds. The waves of 
progress brought by settlement swept past the flood plain and left it largely 
undisturbed in the eddys and backwaters of human endeavor. In the late 
nineteenth century, the lumber industry moved south and began 
harvesting the virgin and near-virgin Southern forest. For the next 30 
years, the forests of the South were cut over, leaving only scattered parcels 

45 



46 

in their natural state. Congaree was 
one of these. 

Beginning ;ust below Columbia 
near Granby's Landing and extend
ing to its ;unction with the 
W ateree River, the Congaree's flood 
plain is not a swamp, but a 
bottomland forest, flooding eight to 
12 times a year and generally drying 
out in between. A swamp is 
covered with water year round. 
The Congaree is the last 
remaining undisturbed bottomland 
forest in North America. It has 
remained in its present state since 
before man crossed the Bering 
Strait to populate North America. 
Congaree is a land of giants. Trees 
there hold 26 existing national and 
state records for size. No other 
place in North America has such 
numbers of large trees representing 
so many different species. 

For naturalists, Congaree is a 
marvelous outdoor laboratory. If 
you wonder what an abundance of 
water and nutrients and minerals 
will produce after tens of thousands 
of years, Congaree will show you. 
Habitat is determined by topography 
or altitude and water. Along the 
ridges and bluffs of the forest's 
northern edge are found loblolly 
pines of enormous size interspersed 
among the hardwoods; some reach 
the height of a 14-story building 
and are about 140 years old. This is 
a rare occurence in a hardwood 
forest . Perhaps a fire or hurricane 
cleared portions, admitting sunlight 
critical for the loblolly's growth. At 
any rate, they are not reproducing. 
The understory is dominated by 
shade-tolerant hardwoods. Syca
m.ores predominate along the 
stream banks while in the lowest 
levels, which remain wet through
out the entire year, are found 
cypress, water tupelo, water elm, 
Carolina ash and swamp cotton
wood. A difference in height of 
only a few feet between one area 
and another will produce entirely 
different flora. The plants in the 
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higher areas will only be standing 
in water for a few days or weeks 
during the year. At least ten species 
of woody plants are found in the 
forest that can thrive in standing 
water and perhaps a hundred that 
live where flooding is only 
temporary. In some places man has 
raised the level of the land. Here 
and there, antebellum plantation 
owners built earthen mounds with 
slave labor to afford protection for 
cattle during floods. ·One of these is 
50 feet wide, 90 feet long, and 
about seven feet high. Trees on 
some of these mounds are almost as 
high as the surroundin!l. vir!l.in 

. timber. Also found in the forest are 
the dikes and dams of a rice 
plantation. Most ground cover is 
absent, except for a few shrubs and 
climbing vines. The periodic 
flooding shifts and redeposits the 
river sediment, thereby preventing 
the establishment of heavy 
underbrush. 

While the Congaree flood plain 
provides a rich and secure haven 
for hundreds of species of plants 
and trees, the same cannot be said 
for animals. The environment for 
them is harsh, dominated by 
extremes of hot, cold, wet and dry. 
Flooding can occur at any time of 
the year when ra'ins in the Up 
Country swell the river until it 
overflows its banks. However it is 
most frequent in winter. Animals 
found in the forest usually either 
climb, fly or swim. Larger animals · 
migrate onto teh flood plain from 
the surrounding bluffs upon which 

depend the diversity of vertebrate 
population. 

From the air the forest is a 
mass of green broken here and 
there by sloughs or guts and old 
abandoned channels forming oxbow 
lakes. Along the edges of solid 
green snake the trails of a resurgent 
lumber operation. In the nearby 
distance, Columbia sits beneath its 
haze of commuter traffic. On the 
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ground all changes. The dominant color is brown with an occasional 
climbing vine providing an oasis of green. The scant sunlight dapples the 
massive trunks and scatters across the soft leaves its golden shades. Birds 
sing, their bright colors hidden in the canopy far above. A movement, and 
a skink races to safety behind a tree. In the distance a splash, as a raccoon 
or an otter sports in a quiet pool. In the spring, wild violets and 
honeysuckle scent the air and add their colors to the pallet of oak and 
pine. Near a paw paw blossom a large zebra swallowtail butterfly flutters 
in a shaft of sunlight. The forest floor is clean and open. No tangles of 
undergrowth impede the traveler. A thick mat of leaves emits the so~ 
smell of fresh garden loam. Surprisingly there are few standing dead trees. 
The forest is remarkably healthy. Except near lumbering operations no 
evidence of man is noticeable. Along the river, in the tangle of second 
growth, can be found the flotsam of up river cities, a so~ drink can, or a 
box, maybe a cooler wedged against a sunken barge, a relic of long ago 
river traffic. Stately cypress line the river and creeks. Much of this land 
was cut over at the turn of the century. Massive stumps loom from the 
banks to tell us of trees now gone. Further on, however, the cypress is 
virgin and untouched. Great gray trunks rise directly from the brown 
water, swoop upward and explode in a riot of green canopy. Far overhead, 
the Mississippi kite glides in the warm sun. If a visitor is lucky, he may 
see an eagle. The large bird is probably a transient as no nests have been 
found . Along the riverbank a red-bellied water snake swims silentlY\ by. 
Large predators appear to have vanished from the forest, although an 
occasional hunter will report the spoor of black bear or cougar. As the day 
wanes, the setting sun turns the forest canopy to russet and gold, and the 
brown trunks and fallen leaves to shades of deepening gray. The day 
animals ascend their vines, birds return to their nests. Silence creeps in 
the interlude before night creatures begin their romp in this strange and 
lovely land. It is a pleasant time to leave. 

E. Heyward Cathcart of Columbia was the winner of the article-writing 
division of the University of South Carolina College of General Studies 
Sandlapper writing competition. 49 
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C harles Dickerson, an Army pilot, 
returned from Vietnam in 1972 to 
Columbia, recuperated briefly and 

commenced plans for an unusual busi
ness, an intra-city courier service by 
plane called Bankair. Already studying 
the success of communters in Georgia, 
the larger banks in South Carolina were 
persuaded to fly their deposits and 
papers for two reasons: to meet the 
Federal Reserve cut-off system and to 
centralize their people and machines 
for an economy of scale. From one 
chartered plane the idea grew into a 
half-million dollar business serving 
South Carolina businesses, industries 
and citizens. 

Is there a good woman behind this 
successful man? You bet. Nettie Dick
erson, Charles' alacritous mother, co
signed the loan for that first charter, 
abandoning her career as a registered 
nurse for a new one of pilot and business 
woman. Being a "little ole lady" as she 
calls herself, the president of Bankair 
had to run hard in an unfamiliar world of 
financial statements, regulations and 
business ethics. Her recent appoint
ment to the board of the Small Business 
Administration (SBA) was quite a vic
tory. The 85 delegates from each SBA 
district will attend the White House 
Conference on Small Business in Jan
uary 1980. Meanwhile in state and 
regional conferences they'll prepare for 
the legislative movement that will 
govern the future policies of small 
businesses. 

Dickerson, after much pursuit, 
agreed to another interview about the 
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Bankairby Teresa McClain 

"little old lady" in business. We sat out
side the small Bankair office at the Co
lumbia Metropolitan Airport on a warm 
March day on the itchy plaid seats of a 
green van with the door kicked open. 
The breeze saved us. By the way, Mrs. 
Dickerson is five feet four inches tall, 
trim and very well-proportioned for a 
"little ole lady" of 55 years. Her deter
mination, only, exceeds her humor. We 
drank a Coke and made a delivery to 
C&S on Greystone Boulevard, where 
we stopped at a car accident so Dicker
son could attend to a stroke victim. All 
the while we talked about Bankair and 
the Public Service Commission; gov
ernment regulation and women's lib; 
small businesses and their needs, and 
some things I can't tell you about. 

Bankair makes 17 daily flights to 23 
cities in South Carolina and three to 
North Carolina. Passenger fares range 
from $17 to Dillon from Columbia and 
$35 to Columbia from Barnwell. 
Guaranteed on-time freight is $15 and 
$30 depending on the flight, and regular 
freight is 10 cents a pound. Their major 
costs are salaries, fuel and mainten
ance. With nine pilots and planes their 
insurances, Dickerson says, "are terri
fic. They're really, really high. It's one of 
those necessary evils. If you're going to 
serve the public, then you need to pro
tect them." To ease the fuel crunch 
they've installed extra storage tanks 
that hold a three-month supply. "The 
major airlines have no security in their 
fuel supply. As you know they've 
cancelled some of their flights and cer
tainly we have no security either. So we 

stockpile as much as we can." 
In the beginning Mrs. Dickerson, 

Charles and his brother Johnny strug
gled with the bookkeeping. "I was at my 
wit's end. We had it exceptionally hard 
and were losing money. When I would 
go to the bank, they would say I was the 
only one there that had a financial state
ment they could make a tablecloth out 
of because I would tape it all together. I 
didn't know another way to do it." 

An SBA ad in the Federal Registry, 
offering a program on procurement, 
management and finance for women in 
small businesses proved to be their 
savior. Within two days of their applica
tion the SBA sent Bankair a private 
CPA, who conducted a preliminary 
study. Afterwards their books were 
organized and brought up to date. 
Further research established studies, 
projections and plans for them. Dicker
son has high praise for the SBA and its 
director, John Latimer. "We were really 
saved. It would have taken us forever, if 
we could have ever gotten around to it." 

As the first commuter airline in the 
state, Bankair entered an under-devel
oped area where control had not been 
established. "We heard that we had a 
complaint filed against us that we were 
operating in the state illegally. So we 
applied and when we applied, they 
didn't know if it was necessary. Then 
our attorney advised us to withdraw 
our application. So we did because it 
seemed unnecessary. And the attorney 
general looked at it and they thought it 
was unnecessary." 
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Above, John Dickerson checks the day's schedule with banks, as Nettie Dickerson, above, 
reviews receipts. Opposite, the morning flight . 
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Bankair doesn't have a commuter 
license to this day. "They're still making 
it. The South Carolina Aeronautics Com
mission has named a subcommittee to 
study the regulation of commuters in 
South Carolina. They're doing a very 
good job. They haven't completed the 
study. They're making the ground work 
for air transportation to flourish in 
South Carolina." 

Later problems included a struggle 
with the Public Service Commission 
(PSC) for expanded ground rights. In 
January 1976 the PSC gave Bankair the 
right to make pickups and deliveries of 
financial papers within a 25-mile radius 
of the Columbia Metropolitan Airport 
immediately before and after flights. 
"We asked for every airport that we 
served, that we'd be able to pickup and 
deliver around them, so that we could 
expand our business. We can already 
deliver interstate packages. These are 
federal rights." Bankair filed a new appli
cation for more ground courier rights 
recently. "I see the PSC in the field of 
transportation as being an example of 
the worst kind of regulation. I don't mind 
being quoted on that." 
, Dickerson lauded the deregulation 

of the major airlines last October by the 
Civil Aeronautics Board. "What de
regulation has done is focus attention 
on the entire arena of air transportation. 
Small communities are having their · 
service discontinued by the large air
lines. Commuters are picking up these 
communities and there's money being 
led into the market." As for other gov
ernment regulation Mrs . Dickerson 
says, "I think the most effective place 
for the government in small business is 
as advisors and counselors in consis
tency in planning. I don't think they 
need to put money in it. If a business 
can't carry its own weight, then we 
don't need it. Not to control or finance, 
it's more of an educational need." 

Asked about being a woman in a 
man's world Dickerson exclaimed, "I 
never was a women's libber, never was 
previously. So I didn't come prepared. I 
wouldn't have believed it except for me 
and then I think, gee maybe it's me. 
Because I'm so outspoken, maybe I'm 
just an unlikeable person, that's why. 
But then there's this extremely 
charming, striking woman who comes 
through here going back and forth to 
Georgetown. She is so young and she 
has put together this world-wide pro
gram. You ought to get a story on her! 
God, she can tell you! And she can 
word the thing in such a way, that hell 
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maybe you'd even be able to print it. I 
feel fortunate that I'm the age I am, 
because young women in business have 
even a harder time." 

Her advice to young business 
women is, "Don't be discouraged. Con
tinue to perform, trying to attain an 
excellence and eventually it's recog
nized. Because when you get right down 
to it, results are going to be the answer. 
Protect yourselves. Don't let anybody 
steal those results away from you and 
maintain your control." 

"I don't think there was a greater 
woman than Golda Meir. If you will re
member, she was different from any 
man you ever read about as the head of 
a government. She was a typical grand
mother, typically woman in the greatest 
sense of the ,word. Women have made 
strides. They've had to fight for them. 
Florence Nightingale in the health field, 
I don't know if they'd ever cleaned up 
the hospitals if she hadn't have bull
dozed her way in there. I think as long 
as you stand back and expect the men 
to come and get you and ask you to do 
sornething aT)i:i praise you for doing it, 
you're going to be disappointed." 

"Now what else can we talk about 
in this article? We're not going to talk 
about sex and we're not going to talk 
about the men folks." . 

Dickerson says she has no answers 
to the economical problems that'plague 
the world. "Have you seen the' ques
tionnaires that Floyd Spence sends 
out? He's a friend of mine. He's a nice guy. 
He sends out thousands in South Caro
lina. Do you think we ought to do this and 
that and the other in international affairs? 
Big things and I can't even handle the 
next paycheck. So I wrote him a note all 
around the margins. 'Dear Floyd, Please 
don't bother me with all this. This is 
your job. You'll figure it out. All I can tell 
you is that I'm doing the best I can down 
here. And the only advice I have for you 
is to cut the damn taxes.' Do you know 
they called me from Washington? They 
couldn't believe it. I had signed my 
name 'N. Dickerson.' And whoever 
called must not have talked to Floyd, 
because they didn't know if I was a 
woman or a man. They wanted to talk 
to N. Dickerson." 

Excited about her SBA board 
appointment, Dickerson feels this is an 
area where she can best provide insight. 
She hopes the classification of small 
businesses will be raised from the 
·~resent $50,000 limit to the proposed 
$75,000 to allow for more tax breaks. 
"Most small businesses don't have a lot 
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of reserve. There's a high rate of bank
ruptcy. This is why I say with the tax 
breaks you're able to put away in the 
good years, so that if you have a bad 
year or two you don't have to go ahead 
out of business. With more reserve, 
hoepfully loans will be easier to obtain. 
Even with collateral it's been difficult for 
our business to acquire loans.'' 

Bankair is expanding. The new 
office, delayed by a steel shipment, will 
be completed by early summer. Week
end flights to Hilton Head and Myrtle 
Beach will soon be added to the 
schedule. We visited the construction 
site at the Columbia Metropolitan Air
port. Standing over two 12,000 gallon 
gas tanks Dickerson visualized the 
hangar, the 30- by 15-foot waiting room 
and the individual offices. "Don't you 
like it? Isn't it beautiful?" Her only con
cern is the location of the drains, neces
sarily yet precariously, near the fuel 
pumps. Any petroleum product spills 
into the drains are subject to a $10,000 
fine. 

Another appointment called Dick
erson back to the office. I was fortunate 
enough to fly with one of her pilots, Art 
Pittman, on the coastal run. Navigating 
by 1-26 we flew to Charleston 3,500 feet 
up, 26,000 feet below the big planes. From 

-All photos by Teresa McClain 

this vantage point in early spring South 
Carolina sprawled naked and brown ex
cept for the purplish expanses of its pine 
trees. Red clay tennis courts, black dirt 
bike trails and green irrigation ponds 
are prominent among the low brick 
houses and grey industrial buildings. 
Pittman, an Air Force pilot for 20 years, 
joined Bankair in 1974 when the Dicker
sons bought their own planes. Flying he 
says is, "Just like driving your car after 
awhile. It's hours of sheer boredom, in
terspersed by moments of sheer terror ." 
With 200 hours of flying a week for five 
years Pittman recalls only one incident 
of a forced landing for a Bankair pilot. 
Faced with engine failure the pilot 
landed on the interstate near Greenville 
and barely missed a woman and her 
car, coming from the exit ramp. No one 
was physically injured, but the woman 
was taken to a local hospital, a victim of 
shock. How does Pittman feel about 
Dickerson as a boss? "She's the first 
lady I've ever worked for . There's never 
a dull moment. A typical woman, if 
things don't go well she can really get up 
in the air." 

Teresa McClain is an editorial asso
ciate at Sandlapper. 
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BRUNCH 
GET TOGETHERS 

by Marlene Sorosky 

M 
id-morning entertaining is steadily growing 
more popular, and it is easy to see why. A 
brunch offers casual elegance quite differ

ent from a dinner party or luncheon. And it's an 
enjoyable way to bring friends together without 
worrying about pairing or numbers. 

The Sunday brunch is designed for simpli
city. Puffed Pancakes are guaranteed to aston
ish your guests. The batter may be prepared 
the day before, but the pancakes must be baked 
and served immediately to be admired at their 
fullest height. 

Fetive brunch recipes are somewhat more 
elaborate. They can be adapted easily for a 
crowd. The two quiches are extraordinary! My 
guests have enjoyed boursin cheese quiche for 
breakfast, lunch, dinner, midnight supper or 
any time in between. Crustless crab quiche is 
another versatile recipe. Without the crab, it's a 
delicious side dish with beef, poultry or fish. 
You can quickly whip up the quiche in your 
blender or food processor. As it bakes, the bat-
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ter forms its own crust. Batter for quiches may 
be made a day ahead and refrigerated. Souffles 
may be prepared a day in advance, so in the 
morning all you have to do is put it in the oven 
and serve it right out of the baking dish. The 
chicken liver brochettes may be assembled a 
day ahead, brought to room temperature and 
broiled before serving. Any of these dishes 
served alone will make a delicious brunch. If 
you are having a crowd, prepare as many 
dishes as your oven will accommodate. As your 
guests arrive, don't forget to serve the frothy 
Special Ramos Fizz. It's a sure way of whetting 
their appetites. 

A family affair is the most casual of the 
brunches. Surprise your family with creamy 
scrambled eggs or either of the pancake varia
tions. Keep french toasted muffins in your 
freezer to take out and bake whenever the 
mood strikes you. Company hot chocolate 
goes with any breakfast nad is a delicious way 
to start the day. 
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Apple Puffed Pancake 

6 eggs 
I Yi cups milk 
1 cup all-purpose flour 
3 tbs. granulated sugar 
$ tsp. vanilla extract 
Yi tsp. salt 
14 tsp. cinnamon 
14 lb. butter or margarine 
2 apples, peeled and thinly sliced 
2 to 3 tbs. brown sugar 
Preheat oven to 425 degrees F. In a 
blender or large bowl, mix eggs, milk, 
flour, granulated sugar, vanilla, salt and 
cinnamon until blended. If using a mixer, 
batter will remain slightly lumpy. Melt 
butter or margarine in a 12-inch fluted 
porcelain quiche dish or a 13" x 9" bak
ing dish in oven. Add apple slices to 
baking dish. Return to oven until butter 
or margarine sizzles. Do not let brown. 
Remove dish from oven and immediately 
pour batter over apples. Sprinkle with 
brown sugar. Bake in middle of oven 20 
minutes or until puffed and brown. 
Serve immediately. Makes six to eight 
servings. 

Boursin Cheese Quiche 

Flaky Pastry (see below) 
1 cup shredded Swiss cheese (4 oz.) 
14 cup chopped green onions 
14 cup chopped ripe olives 
1 small tomato, seeded and diced 
3 eggs 
Yi cup whipping cream 
1 (5-oz.) pkg. Boursin spice cheese 

Flaky Pastry: 
l 14 cups all-purpose flour 
14 tsp. salt 
14 lb. plus 2 tbs. butter, room temper

ature for mixer; cold and cut up for 
food processor 

3 to 5 tbs. ice water 

Prepare Flaky Pastry. Preheat oven to 
375 degrees F. Sprinkle three-quarters 
cup Swiss cheese on bottom of pastry. 
Sprinkle green onions, olives and toma
to over Swiss cheese. In a medium bowl, 
mix eggs, cream and Boursin cheese; 
pour over vegetables. Sprinkle with re
maining half cup Swiss cheese. Bake on 
bottom shelf of oven 35 minutes or until 
puffed and golden brown. Let stand five 
minutes before cutting into wedges. 
Makes eight servings. 
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Flaky Pastry: Start the pastry several 
hours ahead or prepare and freeze it 
for a quick quiche when needed. 
In a medium bowl or food processor fit
ted with the metal blade, mix flour, salt 
and butter until crumbly. Add ice water; 
mix until dough is thoroughly 
moistened. Place on a flat surface and 
knead into a ball. Wrap in wax paper 
and refrigerate several hours or until 
cold enough to roll. On a lightly floured 
surface, roll out dough to fit into a nine
inch pie plate or an I I-inch quiche pan 
with a removable bottom. Pastry may 
be refrigerated in pan covered with foil 
up to one week or frozen. Bring to room 
temperature before filling. 

Crustless Crab Quiche 

Yi lb. fresh mushrooms, thinly sliced 
2 tbs. butter or margarine 
4 eggs 
Yi pt. dairy sour cream (1 cup) 
Yi pt. small curd cottage cheese (1 cup) 
Yi cup grated Parmesan cheese 
4 tbs. all-purpose flour 
1 tsp. onion powder 
14 tsp. salt 
4 drops Tabasco sauce 
2 cups shredded Monterey Jack cheese 

(Yi lb.) 
6 oz. fresh or frozen crabmeat, thawed 

and well-drained 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. In a me
dium skillet, saute mushrooms in butter 
or margarine until tender. Remove 
mushrooms with a slotted spoon and 
drain on paper towels. In a blender or 
food processor fitted with the metal 
blade, blend eggs, sour cream, cottage 
cheese, Parmesan cheese, flour, onion 
powder, salt and Tabasco sauce. Pour 
mixture into a large bowl. Stir in 
sauteed mushrooms, Jack cheese and 
crabmeat. Pour into a nine- or ten-inch 
porcelain quiche dish or a nine-and
one-half-inch deep-dish pie plate. Bake 
45 minutes or until knife inserted near 
center comes out clean. Quiche should 
be puffed and golden brown. Let stand 
five minutes before cutting into wedges. 
Makes eight servings. Variation: Substi
tute half pound cooked ham for the 
crabmeat. 

Chicken Liver Brochettes 

I lb. chicken livers 
4 tbs. butter or margarine 
3 tbs. olive oil 
24 small mushrooms 
Seasoned butter (see below) 
8 slices french bread 
Wash and dry livers; cut large ones in 
half. In a skillet over moderately high 
heat, melt butter or margarine with 
olive oil. Saute' mushrooms on both 
sides until tender. Remove mushrooms 
with slotted spoon and set aside. Saute' 
livers in same skillet until brown, about 
three minutes. Remove livers from skil
let. Prepare Seasoned Butter; set aside. 
Preheat oven to 400 degrees F. Remove 
crusts from bread. Spread Seasoned 
Butter on both sides of bread using half 
the butter. Cut each slice into three 
one-and-a-half inch cubes. Place bread 
cubes on a baking sheet. Bake 20 
minutes, turning several times until 
toasted. On five-inch wooden skewers, 
alternate toasted bread cubes, mush
rooms and chicken livers. Place on rack 
in broiler pan. Spoon remaining half of 
Seasoned Butter over top, covering 
livers and mushrooms. Broil two min
utes or until butter is melted. It is not 
necessary to turn brochettes. Serve as 
an appetizer, side dish or main course. 
Makes 12 servings. 

Ruby Poached Pears 

6 ripe pears 
1 (3-oz.) pkg. strawberry-flavored 

gelatin 
% cup boiling water 
1 cup ruby port wine 
3 (2-inch) cinnamon sticks 
6 whole cloves 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Peel, 
core and halve pears. Place in a 13" x 9" 
baking dish, cut-side up. In a medium 
bowl, combine gelatin and boiling 
water. Stir until gelatin is dissolved. Stir 
in port wine, cinnamon sticks and 
cloves. Pour mixture over pears. Cover 
with foil. Bake 20 minutes; baste well. 
Bake another 20 minutes or until pears 
are tender. Remove from oven and let 
cool in syrup. May be refrigrated up to 
three days and reheated. Serve warm 
or cold. Makes 12 servings. 

Photo & recipes taken from Marlene 
Sorosky's Cookery for Entertaining 
($4.95 paper, $7.95 cloth), published by 
H. P. Books, Box 5367 Tucson, Ariz. 
85707. © 1979 H. P. Books. All rights re
served. 
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palmetto p_ro_f_il_e_s ________ _ 
Dr. James B. Holderman: 
University President 

"I love South Carolina, the way of life, 
the whole spirit of this place. I knew 
if I could ever make an honest living 

in South Carolina I would love to live 
here." 

The opportunity came in June of 
1977, when Dr. James B. Holderman 
was elected president of the University 
of South Carolina, becoming the young
est president of the century. 

Holderman spends his working 
hours in the Osborne Building, up a 
twisting marble staircase past pictures 
of former presidents hung solemnly in 
the hall. 

When the heavy wood panel door 
of the executive office is closed, it stifles 
virtually all the noise of aides, phones 
and typewriters. 

In an informal area to the left of the 
office entrance, Holderman sits in a 
black wooden chair with red leather 
and gold tacks, regretting one thing 
about his busy schedule. "I wish I had 
more time to read. Right now I'm read
ing a book on Sadat for reasons that 
should be obvious." 

President Anwar Sadat of Egypt 
has tentative plans to accept an honor
ary degree at the University of South 
Carolina, providing it is not politically 
impossible. 

May 1979 

Underneath a Larry Lebby litho
graph is a collection of books, including 
The Prodigal South. "I do a lot of read
ing but I guess my favorite living author 
would have to be Vonnegut. I've read 
everything he has written. His books 
are spectacular." 

Kurt Vonnegut and Sadat are only 
two of a long line of distinguished 
speakers who either visited or have 
planned to come to Carolina this year. 
The list is massive: Chancellor Helmutt 
Schmidt from West Germany, United 
Nations Secretary-General Kurt Wald
heim, Anatoly Dobrynin, Soviet am
bassador to the United States, plus a 
plethora of prominent writers brought 
in by the English Department. "USC 
can attract the best people in the world. 
Vonnegut planned one speech this year 
and it was at Carolina." 

Born in Morris, Ill., the 43-year-old 
Holderman received his degree at 
Northwestern University in Evanston, 
Ill. After his graduation in 1961, Holder
man worked as the assistant professor 
of government and public affairs, Insti
tute of Government and Public Affairs, 
University of Illinois in Urbana. 

From 1963 through 1965, while 
associate professor of political science, 
University of Illinois at Chicago Circle, 

Holderman also held several other posi
tions. He was administrative assistant 
to the vice-president, assistant to the 
chancellor, associate chancellor, and 
vice-chancellor. 

In 1969, Holderman became exec
utive director, Board of Higher Educa
tion of Illinois and also served as visiting 
professor of Political Science at Mal
colm X University. 

Holderman was vice-president for 
education, Lilly Endowment, Inc., from 
1973-1976. Before coming to USC as 
president,he served as senior vice-pres
ident and director, Public Policy Pro
grams , Academy for Educational 
Development, Inc. 

But a university presidency was far 
beyond his expectations . "I never 
dreamed of being a university president. 
I had to make a decision in my senior 
year of undergraduate school. Either go 
to law school or graduate school. Since 
I really love the academic atmosphere, I 
chose graduate school." 

Holderman continues explaining 
the background of his academic goals 
and accomplishments, slumping down 
in his seat, elbows resting on the arms 
of the chair, he thrusts his hands deep 
within his pockets. "I don't mind the 
public scrutiny. The president of any 
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A private island resort 
aw~ from the crowds. 

Private Seabrook Island, on the 
Atlantic just twenty- three miles south 
of historic Charleston. 

Championship oceanside golf and 
clay court tennis. Three and a half 
miles of uncrowded ocean beach to 
swim, stroll, horseback ride, shell and 
sa il along. Accommodations are spa
cious, privately owned beachfro nt and 
fairway vill as and cottages, not a hotel. 

Plan a Seabrook Island vaca tion 
this season. Send for ra te information 

• and a resort brochure, today! 

Name _______ ___ _ 
Address __________ _ 
City/State/Zip _______ _ 

SL59 

-~~S~-~ Toll free (800) 845-5531. In S.C. call 1-559-5511 

Stay at Seabrook during Spoleto. 

university lives in a fishbowl existence. 
Everything he does is subject to scru
tiny." 

"The number of applicants for ad
mission to USC graduate and under
graduate levels has increased consider
ably over the past two years. This only 
demonstrates that USC already had 
the strength." Holderman pressed his 
index finger against his temple in an 
abrupt pause. "This college had an in
feriority complex. But we will be in the 
class with the University of Michigan 
within the next five years." Holderman, 
who wants to make the facilities of the 
Thomas Cooper Library available to 
the entire state, believes South Carolina 
needs to get back into the habit of teach
ing the basics. "Carolina's got it. We 
have the horses. We set the intellectual 
tone for the state." 

"Public funds for schools should be 
raised by natural sources. I don't feel a 
tax increase is necessary. New popula
tion is coming to South Carolina, bring
ing in new industry that will help boost 
the state's economy." Concluding his 
talk concerning his goals at Carolina, 
Holderman said he would like to see "all 
nine campuses at USC intimately inter
related." 

Holderman's thoughts return to 
the vacation he spent in Hilton Head, 
the beaches, the pool, and the floating 
chair his children had given him. "I don't 
have much time to spend with my wife 
and the girls. I have no free lunches until 
after the end of the school year and no 
free week-ends through June, and only 
three free evenings until June. Carolyn 
has entertained more than fourteen 
thousand guests in the last fifteen 
months. I'm always here or someplace 
else on behalf of the university. Not 
much time. " 

Dauid Anderson from Columbia is a 
senior majoring in journalism. Pamela 
Flippin from Columbia is a sophomore 
majoring in child deuelopment in the 
College of General Studies. Jill G. 
Mitcheltree from Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 
is a sophomore majoring in manage
ment in the College of General Studies. 
Eddie Smalls from Columbia is a junior 
in the College of General Studies. All 
are USC students. 
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There are, no doubt, artists who 
view the business world as bustling 
with crass Philistines. There are 

people in business to whom the arts are 
effete, unnecessary, not part of "the 
real world." And there is Cynthia Gil
liam, who finds in a creative, productive 
union of art and business both personal 
fulfillment and an ideal vision of com
munity development. 

Cynthia's own business is Sema
phore, Inc., a Columbia advertising agen
cy and graphics design studio of which she 
is vice-president, treasurer and creative 
director. Her art is theatre, and her 
passionate interest in all forms of it 
deepens as the subject narrows-first 
to community theatre, then to Colum
bia's Workshop Theatre. 

"People have often said to me, 
'How do you find time to do all that 
theatre and keep up with your busi
ness?' " Cynthia recalled. "Well, I don't 
play tennis or golf or anything, so I like 
to concentrate my kind of recreation 
into six or nine weeks a year. But also I 
find the chance to work in another me
dium with creative people can be very 
productive for my business. A theatre is 
really a kind of United Nations of the 
community. It's a microcosmic society. 
You have lawyers, teachers, construe-

May 1979 

tion workers, engineers, housewives, 
all together in a cooperative effort. Even 
if you only actually reach as much as one 
percent of the community the vibra
tions from that kind of thing are bound 
to spread out and have a beneficial 
effect. I'm positively evangelical about 
community theatre." 

Like many evangelists, she started 
young. Cynthia's family moved to Co
lumbia from Newberry County when 
she was eight, and at 11 she began tak
ing classes from Mary Lou Kramer, act
ing and voice teacher and director of 
the Columbia Children's Theatre. 
From then on, whatever else she did, 
Cynthia worked in a theatre. Over the 
years she finished Dreher High School, 
went to the University of South Caro
lina, worked as a radio copywriter, in 
public relations for a broadcasting cor
poration, then joined a Columbia adver
tising agency, and finally, eight years 
ago, formed her own with long-time 
friends and theatrical associates Mary 
Arnold Garvin and Elinor Pettit. Over 
the same years she has played every
thing from Mother Goose to St. Joan 
and done everything from sweep the 
stage to direct-often for the same 
play. She started acting in "grown-up" 
theatre at 14, in a Town Theatre pro-

Cynthia Gilliam: 
Theatre Director 
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duction of Shaw's Arms and the Man. 
Her most recent directing was last 
season's critically acclaimed production 
of Equus at Workshop Theatre, and her 
next acting appearance will be as Martha 
in Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?. 

Except for two years of summer 
stock , most of Cynthia's theatrical 
work has been in Columbia. She is used 
to the question that seems inevitable 
after one has seen her perform: "Why 
aren't you doing this professionally? 
Why didn't you go to New York?" The 
answer is two-fold: "I've never felt like it 
mattered where I did this as long as I did 
it with other people who did it well-and 
living in Columbia I've probably had the 
opportunity to do a greater variety of in
teresting roles. And roots are very im
portant to me. That's part of why com
munity theatre is so important to me." 

Most important now is Workshop 
Theatre. Founded in 1966, Workshop 
had its roots in a group of Cynthia's 
childhood theatrical playmates. "We 
had fun doing plays at Town Theatre," 
she explained, "but we began to want a 
theatre that we could have a stronger 
voice in. Suddenly we looked at each 
other and said, 'Hey, we can direct our 
own plays.' We figured we could find 
somewhere to put them on. After all, we 
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Boykin Realty, one of South Carolina's most imaginative and 
creative firms, is pleased to offer this unique solar efficient 
country estate. Situated on four acres of heavily wooded land 
adjacent to Camden's famous fox hunting country, this home 
includes three fireplaces, quarry tile floors in the halls and 
kitchen, spacious living room and den, wet bar, and hardwood 
floors throughout. This exciting residence includes all ameni
ties demanded by those with discriminating taste. 

- / . 
BOYKIN REALTY, INC. 

DeKalb Street and Commerce Alley 
Camden, S. C. (803) 432-0531 

Columbia, S . C. (803) 254-5930 

were brand new, and not many people 
would come." 

The places they found included 
churches, garages, Fort Jackson and 
the Columbia Museum of Art. Associa
tion with the museum ultimately led to a 
home in a building on museum property 
at 1136 Bull St., which actors, directors, 
technicians and even audience mem
bers gutted and turned from an office 
building into a theatre. Once they knew 
where to find Workshop, so many 
people came that the productions that 
had run three or four nights sometimes 
had to go on four or five weeks to 
accommodate the crowds. And the 
theatre group, after a brief history in 
which risk-taking, triumph and crisis 
had seemed to follow each other in 
rapid and circular succession, took 
their biggest risk, achieved their great
est triumph and faced their biggest 
crisis. 

That is where they are now. The 
risk was the decision to build a new 
theatre with expanded facilities; the 
triumph was the acquisition of a 40-year 
lease on museum-owned property in 
the heart of Columbia, right next to the 
old theatre; and the crisis began in mid
February, when construction on the 
new facility was halted for lack of funds. 

Without cutting down on her artis
tic contributions, Cynthia has put her 
business know-how on the job and gone 
out fund-raising. The whole project is 
estimated to cost approximately 
$260,000. So far, $120,000 has been 
raised in cash and pledges-about 90 
percent of it in single donations of $120, 
to be paid over a year at $10 a month. 
"Theatre on the installment plan," Cyn
thia likes to call it. But the immediate 
need to get construction started again 
can't wait for installments. A minimum 
of $30,000 in cash must be raised by 
May 15 for work on the building to re
sume. 

"Like everything else, the arts now 
cost so much," she said. "But the 
money we need isn't really that much in 
terms of how much the community could 
get out of it over the next thirty years 
or so." And Cynthia explained her com
mitment to art in terms of her business 
outlook: "Workshop is a long-term 
blue-chip investment-not just for Co
lumbia but for the whole Midlands." 

Malie Bruton Heider is a former staff 
writer for the Columbia Record. 
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THERE'S THEM. THERE'S US. 
THERE'S A SEA OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN. 

WHAT'S WITH THEM? -, 
You're a "passenger." 

A number. One of 600 
or more to be stowed 

in cabin after cabin 
on deck over deck. To be 

social director directed. 
To be super-plush, pomp 

and pampered. To be 
led up the gangplank, 
down the gangplank. 

Aye-aye and 
then goodbye. 

:i 

You see what you've been told you're going to see. 
No let downs. No surprises, either. An uptight, 

unswerving schedule that's something to swear by. 

There's an Olympic pool to swim in. 

There's a dance floor. And a big band that sounds 
just like Guy Lombardo. 

There's the sun, and the moon and the stars. 

,----r---•urs WITH us? 
You're a shipmate. 
One of a congenial, 
barefoot, loose and fancy 
free group of 50 or so. 
Help h' ist a sail, 
take a turn at the wheel 
or have your love affair 
with sea and sun 
stretched out on the deck, 
feet resting atop the rail. 
No two trips are ever the 
same, uhuh not with us. 

Each morning brings new adventure . 
The discovery of an uninhabited tropical island, 
or a black sand beach. Or a forgotten volcano. 

There's Neptune's Caribbean Sea to explore. 
Fantastic Coral Reefs to snorkel. 

Magnificent stretches of sun drenched beaches to 
party on. Reggae, Calypso, and Goombay to the 

uninhibited beat of native steel drums. 
Our sun is warmer. Our stars are brighter. 

And our moon will turn you on. 

WE'RE WINDJAMMER ~BAREFOOT' CRUISES. 
And we're a very proud 
bunch of sailing people. 

Been covering every corner 
of the beautiful Caribbean 

for thirty years. In five 
of the finest schooners 

man has ever crafted. 

Sign on for Saba, Statia 
and St. Barts, or Anegada, 

Sandy Cay, Little Thatch and 
Salt Island or. .. the list goes 

on and on. 

A Windiamma e 'Da,cfoot'Ctuitc, 
Post Office Box 120. 
Miami Beach, Florida 33139 
305/373-2090 

We stop at more places 
and do more fantastic things, 
and drink more rum swizzles, 
and eat the best galley-cooked 
grub any chef ever made, and 
worry less about clothes 
and more about living, and ... 
Sign on. See where our sea 
leads you. It's guaranteed 
adventure, excitement and fun. . ..... 
For 6 to 14 days. . ... ········ 
Your share from $295. . ... ····· 
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WHY A WATERBED? 

A lot of reasons in a little ad: 
Its warmed to the temperature you control. Even bcxly support .. .for a gocxl 
nights sleep* No tossing and turning* No morning backache* Less weight 
per square foot than a refrigerator* They're great for people with arthritis* 
More than 4 million people slept on one last night* Doctors recommend them* 
Tomorrows way to sleep tonight 

SWEETWATER BEDROOMS 
COLUMBIA 

950 Harden St. in 5 Pts. 
799-3121 • 799-0079 

first de van cleef & arpels. very rich, 
very sensuous. multi-faceted as a 
finely cut gem. shimmering with 
natural floral and wood notes. glin
ting with the spice of exotic es
sences. lingering long. the flair of the 
american woman captured by the 
mastery of the french. first de van 
cleef & arpels. only one fragrance 
could wear this name. only charles 

b own ltd can present it. 

~~~t~a~~~~~:gfor ~ 
~ major credit cards ... and rival~ accounts 
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GREENVILLE 
622 Wade Hampton Blvd. 

242-5595 

~ 
Bfst:aO&''S 
ouieot=aL Rags 

Jtoaern(Ylntiqu~ 
Persian !lf.ugs 

Jince1948 
Sales · Cleaning 

Restoration · Appraisals 

Weekdays 9-5 
Saturday 11-3 

Closed Wednesday 

Member =~UG 
Of }lffiERIOI 

1703 McFadden Street 
Columbia· 803 · 254 · 7564 

estivals 

May4-5 
WII..UAMSTON-The beautiful Wil

liamston Spring Park will be the site 
of thw annual community project fea. 
turing family arts and crafts, talent 
from the P-iedrnont area, stagecoach 
ndes, J)OJ')6I cart rides, bubble-gum 
)loMng contest, apple dipping, art 
~tion. Sponsored by the Wil-
tiamston Merchants ~tion. the 
fair ha$ OV8f 300 participants. Con 
1act: Wally Hampton, Jr. 537 W. · 
St., Williamston ')!J(,91. 

May 4,5, 6 
CAMDEN-The Fine Arts Center of 

Kershaw County is sponsormg its Se
cond Annual MAD Festival (Music, 
Art and Drama) in Camden. It wiD £ea.
tun! the USC Brass Quintet, Colum
bus College Symphony, a production 
of Don Q by the Workshop Theatre 
of Columbia. Also, opening parade, 
crafts show at Historic Camden. a 
sidewalk art show and a mini-fes~ 
f«.children, complete with a pied~ 
~ m,ime and a paint-you artist. 

MayU 
JAMESTOWN-Hell Hole Swamp Fesi: 

11\iel. One of South Carolina's~ 
~ rural festivals includes such 
~ as moonshine making, taleid: 
contest. leg contest, arts and crafts 
show, baroocue and chicken bog din· 
ners. Other events include the crown
ing of Miss Hell Hole Swamp, danc· 
ing, field day activities, a spiritual con
cert. Contact: Cecil B. Guerry, P.O 
Box 125, Jamestown, 29453. 

May4-6 
WAGENER-Wagons to Wagener. 

Fun lovers, campers and camping 
dubs come from all over the state for 
a week-exl d entertainment, parades, 
country-and-western shows street 
dances, giant flea market, trail rides, 
class reunions rodeos steak su 
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May .18-20 
:r£SBt.JRG-LEESVILLE-,-This fes-'I 

·~ ·· will be· held at the · Batesburg
~ville High School campus. The! r.tNal will feature a Miss Sandlap1 
Pageant, a PQl'k and barbecue dinner J 
arl$ and crafts, an antique car sho.wJ 
st,icming everits and. a · sµ-eet dan<!~.I 
Cc:,ntact: Barbara · Sanders, Bates-I 
burg-Leesville Chambtfof Com
merce~ P.O. Box 349, Batesburg
t.eesviBe 29006. 

May20 
MTER--This annual festival, whic 
~ placealloverthecounty,iscen-1 
~edaroundSwanlakelris Gardens

1 m Su,:nter. Aseries of events is plan
ned, including the Iris parade, Queenl 
Iris pageant, sporting events, touma-1 
ments, arts and craft$.show:i1Jl<i many 
other activities. Contact .Jim White.I 
P.O. Boxl~l, Sumter 29150. 

May 25-Juile 10 
HA.RLESTON-Spoleto Festival, 
U.S.A. The renowned festival, cele:br" its ?.2nd anniversary in Spo
leto,Jtaly; will present its third Amer
Jean ·season in historic . Charleston. 
The festival is the world's most com
prehensive arts festival. Its activities 
include opera, ballet, modem dance, 
~ da~, ~o.nic.tm,1$ic, cl1Qral 
music, chamber music, pgetry,. visual 
i\'tts/crafts, avant-garde .U.tre and 
cla$&ical theatre. The festival com
t,ines ~s-masters of the arts with 
many of America's most promising 
~ 'exceptional. young talents. Con
~t. S})oleto Festival, U.S.A., P.O. 
~ic 704, Charleston 29402. 

Theatre 
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IDbr 11ltnua llleah 
LUNCH 

11:30 • 2:00 
Mon.-Fri. 

$2.95 
TO 

$4.95 

RESTAURANT 
DINNER 
5:30 TILL 
Mon.-Sat. 

$3.95 
TO 

$12.95 

741 SALUDA AVE. (FIVE POINTS) 
COLUMBIA, SC PHONE: 799-6303 

Banquet and Party Facllltles avallable 

-· ,I ' :... 
nffli!b1£1 
REAL LOG HOMES 
Comfortably rustic. your real log home brings 
new carefree year-round l1v1ng Complete pre
cut log packages are cut from 8 .. to 1 1" 
diameter logs You can build your own dream 
or rely on your contractor Choose from 32 
models -compact hideaways to full two 
story all season homes 
Sena 1or free brochure. or enclose S300 
for complete catalog of model plans and costs 

Eddie Pittman, Franchised Dealer 
Carolina Log Buildings 

Dept. SL P. U. Box 385 
Lexington, S. C. 29072 

'mre a country 
inn 3600 feet 
closer to Heaven 
than the sea. 
There is as much--or as little--
to do as you would like. 
Spectacular mountain scenery. 
2300 acres to explore. A private 
18-hole, par 71 golf course 
with bent grass greens and 8 
fast-drying tennis courts. 
Skeet & Trap. Stocked lakes. 
Swimming. Boating. Archery. 
Stables. Hiking & Jogging 
Trails. Children's activities. 
Come spend a few days or a 
few weeks. 
For reservat ions or information . write or call 

Miss Agnes Crisp , Reservations Manager 

High Hampton Inn 
& countrv aUb 

Yr.iieeifngs/Conventions:i,iiiai'i, , , 
'-' ~r,_y_time ofy~ar except 6/15 to 10/15. 

PATTERSON SCHOOL 

Episcopal Preparatory 
School. 

Boarding Boys 
Co-Ed Day 
Grades 7-12 

Emphasis on basic academic skills nec
essary for successful college and profes
sional life. 

PATIERSON HAS: 
• 8 students to a class! 
• Tutoring each afternoon! 
• Supervised study halls! 
• An advisor for every studenti 
• 1300 acres in the mountains! 
• Sports & Activities, incl. skiing! 
• Teachers who CARE! 
• Special Disabilities Program for Gifted 

Students 
Route 5, Box 170-S 
Lenoir, N. C. 28645 

Telephone 704/758-2374 

FILL IN THE BLANKS 
... in your collection of Sandlapper 
- The Magazine of South Carolina. 

Although some issues are 
out of print , we have a number of 

back issues available for $1.50. 

Special bulk rates 
on request. 

Send your request along with 
check or money order to 
Back Issues 
P. 0. Box 1668 
Columbia, S. C. 29202 
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SUITES ON WHEELS 

TRAVEL & CAMPING TRAILERS. 
MINI HOMES. MOTORHOMES 

MIDAS. WILDERNESS. 

SERRO SCOTIY. SUNLINE. 

LEER PICKUP CAPS 

PARTS & ACCESSORIES 
COMPLETE SERVICE DEPARTMENT 

GREAT SELECTION OF USED UNITS 

WRAY FRAZIER 
CAMPING CENTER 

1-26 BETWEEN ST. ANDREWS 
& PINEY GROVE RDS. 

798-0450 

INNOVATION 
ECONOMY 

QUALITY 
SERVICE 

These Factors 
Have Kept Us 
Serving You 
For Decades. 

From Us You Get 
More Than Product. 

tpl 
Henley Paper Co. 
In Greenville Call (803) 268-7750 

Also in Asheville. Gastonia, 
Greensboro. Hickory, High Point 

and Charlotte 

May 'l,,5 
CHARLESTON-Rodgers and Ham

merstein's milestone in America 
musicals, Oklahomg, will be. pro 
duced by the Charleston OperaCom 
pany in the Garden Theatre. Contact· 
Ms. Rebecca Z. Mays, 134 Meeting St. 
(P.O. Box 33), Charleston 29402. 

May 16-19 
GREENVILLE-The Furman Dram 

Department will present a musical re 
vue at the Theatre Playhouseof Fur

man University. Contact: James S 
Slaughter, Furman Drama Depart 
ment, Greenville 29613. 

May 18-26 

May 18-26 
COLUMBIA-Town Theatre present 

Same Time, Next Year. A classic ro~ 
rnantic comedy, it is the story of a 
adulterous once-a-year love affair. 8 
p.m. 

May 24, 26, 28 
GREENVILLE-A Little Scene To. 

Monarchize. University Classic Play 
ers will present highlights from 
Shakespeare's historical plays an 
three of his great tragedies involvin 
royalty-Ham/et, Ma.cbeth and. Kin 
tear. Bob Jones University, Rode· 
heaver Auditorium. Tickets: $5 and' 
$7. 

May3-5, 10-12, 17-19 
GREENVILLE-Warehouse Theatr 

presents The Front Page, directed by 
Aubrey .8Qwie. 

Miscellaneous 

May 3"6 
HILTON HEAD ISLAND-Approx

imately 70-80 of the outstanding inter
national women golfers, both profes
sional andamateur, will be competing 
in this 72-hole invitational tourna
ment. Included will be the top 40 
money winners. 

May 5"6 
OODS BAY STATE PARK-Woods 
Bay Weekend. Wooc::ls Bay is a.n ex
ample of the geologically significant 

formations known as. "Caro6ha Bays." 
The program will provide aninterpre
tation of the bay, how it was formed 

and the flora andfauna common to it. 
Canoe trips and primitive campin~ 
are included in the weekend's activi
ties. Contact: Program Section, Divi· 
sion ot$tate Parks, 1205 1:?endleton. 
St., Columbia 29201. 

Mayl2 
i()RANGEBURG ·· Bose Festival Road 

Run. A one-mile fun run and a 10,000 
meter road race will be part of the ac
tivities. telebrati!'lg the annual Ro~ 
Festival. Contact: Jim LaBonte, Of: 
flee of Physical Fitness, DHEC, 2600 
Bull Street, Columbia 29201. Phone 
758-5555. 

May 19 
CHARLESTON-Activities for this an

nual event includes guidedtours Qf 
the ships and facilities at the Charles
ton Naval Base. Contact: Public Af
fairs Office (06), Sixth Naval District, 
Naval ~se. Chadeston 29408. 

May 23-24 
MYRTLE BEACH-Senior Citizens 

Saltwater Fishing Tournament. Sen· 
ior citizens can participate in a two
day pier fishing tournament at Myrtle 
Beach State Park.The contest, heac::1-
quarteredat the park fishingpier, will 
feature categories for several species. 
The climax of the event will be a hot 
dog supf)(:?r at the awards presenta, 
tion on Thursday evening. Contact: 
Program Section, Division of State 
Parks, 1205 Pendleton St., Columbia 
29201. 

May26 
GREENWOOD-This annual Hickory 

Knob L<>ng Run .. \.Viii feature South 
Carolina?s best amateur runners and 
guest runners from Georgia and 
North Carolina. This road race is one 
of the many events scheduled for 
Memorial Day Weekend at Hickory 
Knob State Resort Park. Contact: 
S.C. Lung Asso.ciation, Area Six 
Branch,. P.O. Box 805, Greenwood 
29646. 
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hollles down south 
The Hedges 

One of Camden's Great Estates 

Situated in the heart of Camden on three (3) acres of 
beautifully landscaped grounds. This warm and gracious 
home lends itself to the ultimate in entertaining and 
family living. Living room, dining room, panelled library, 
great room with two fireplaces, garden, terraces and 
guest cottage. 

-

DeKalb Street and Commerce Alley 

• 

Camden, S. C. (803) 432-0531 
Columbia, S. C. (803) 254-5930 

BOYKIN REALTY, INC. 

HISTORICAL HOME FOR SALE 

This Historical Restorable Southern Mansion with 10 acres of level 
land with lovely trees and creek running thru property can be yours 
for $30,500 A rare opportunity for restoring a home such as this 
comes very seldom. This home is located close to the Cokesbury 
College which has been completely restored and is on the National 
Historical Tour. The First President of the old Cokesbury College 
built this home in about 1850 and has six large columns on the front of 
the home which were shipped from London to Charleston, then 
brought to Cokesbury by Wagons. Has original random width floor 
boards, 6 fireplaces, has 2 stories with large balcony. 

- KINARD REALTY, INC. 
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316 W. Cambridge Ave. 

GREENWOOD, SOUTH CAROLINA 29646 

Telephone (803) 229-1929 

Ill' Each office On1u 25 Acres with more available [B 
=.======='.,F'21 independently 
~ nii ® owned and operated REALTOR 

deloach & Guy Real Estate• Camden, S.C. 432-2414 

A Natural Log Home 
from tbe Deep Soutb! 

IJ\ Each log home kit crafted with 
QP care by a staff with 10 years 
cumulative experience in sales and 
construction. 

6 Architectually designed to confirm 
~ to Southern Building Codes. 
4 Double pane glass just one 
9 standard Logcrafter feature 
-others do not include . 

• 
Exciting standard models off er a 
wide selection; or design your 

own custom home or commercial 
building. 

Now accepting orders 
for prompt delivery! 
Send $4.00 for our 

Catalogue and Planning Kit. 

DEALERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE 

•
OCiCRAFTERSINC 

I 615-821-7543 
P. 0. Box 286 

Lookout Mtn., TN 37350 
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FOXFIRE 4. Published by Anchor 
Press/ Doubleday, 485 pages. 
$8.95 

A few years ago, some friends and I 
camped above Isaqueena Falls, near the 
Stumphouse Mountain Tunnel in upper 
South Carolina. We were greeted the 
next morning by the caretaker, a local 
man named Oliver Ridley. He warned us 
about the skunks that sometimes hang 
around the trash cans and we offered 
him breakfast. We soon learned that 
he'd grown up in a hollow near the Chat
tooga River and had some wild and 
wooly stories to prove it. Delighted by 
our interest, he leaned against his stick 
and astonished us with long, colorful 
monologues about living in nee-pioneer 
Oconee County: of the constant hard
ship in just staying alive back then, of 
home remedies for everything from old 
age to tuberculosis, of frontier justice. He 
told us some horror stories and tall tales 
and he also told us how his grandma 
made shoes from groundhog hide and 
spruce pegs. 

I remember wishing, over and over, 
that we had a tape recorder with us. We 
tried to capture everything he said in a 
little notebook and later, after he had 
gone to work, we all agreed that we had 
learned more from Oliver Ridley in that 
one hour than in just about any other 
hour of our lives. And it was more than 
simply how to make shoes, or a corn crib, 
or a casket; he seemed to have some 
fundamental wisdom about living on this 
planet that we lacked. As he walked 
away, he'd remarked, "You ever seen 
them Foxfire books? There's a lot of 
what I'm tellin' you in them books." 

"Them Foxfire books," as you may 
already know, began as a Georgia high
school teacher's ingenious remedy for 
his students' case of terminal boredom 
with English literature. Surveying the 
wreckage of his rural classroom one day 
in 1966 (burned podium, paper 
airplanes, free-for-all chaos), Eliot Wig
ginton decided to let his class make 
something for a change. They put away 
the text, rolled up the poster of the Globe 
Theatre, and made a magazine - voting 
to name it Foxfire, after a fungus which 
causes decaying wood to glow in the 
dark, shaded coves of the Appalachian 
Mountains. It was an instant cure. 

His students found, in the lives of their 
grandparents, a literature deeper and 
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more real than anything in the textbook. 
It was the collective product of genera
tions of survival in the mountains: an oral 
history and a vast amount of practical 
knowledge that would have died with 
them, except for the inquisitive, sud
denly eager ears of Wigginton' s students 
and their little magazine. The inspired 
hard work of creating each issue kept 
anybody from getting bored and made 
things happen: a dream became a 
magazine and eventually became a 
book The Foxfire Book. Then Foxfire 2 
and 3. The day my friends and I were 
listening, spellbound, to Oliver Ridley, 
the students of Eliot Wigginton' s English 
class - just across the Chattooga in 
Rabun Gap, Ga. - were probably put
ting together the fourth book in their 
series. 

Which brings us to Foxfire 4. Wiggin
ton's introduction is, as always, sleek and 
intelligent, a profound insight into the 
nature of education in general and this 
project in particular: 

" ... I must constantly remind myself 
that it is only through rejoicing at the 
opportunities provided by these ex
tensions of our original work that I and 
the staff I hire can build a network of 
experiences and opportunities for kids 
that will connect them to themselves, 
to their school, to their community, to 
their region, and to the world; and 
provide for each student an endless 
number of entrees into that world, and 
an endless measure of determination 
and belief in their capacity to act re
sponsibly and sensitively and morally 
within it. This, rather than throwing 
them naked onto the world's streets 
with no more blessing than a half
remembered graduation speech." 
Like the previous Foxfire books, this 

one reminds me of those fine, gray, 
weather-beaten storehouses you see 
along any country road: not much to 
look at from a distance, but more intri
cate and organic and just plain interest
ing the closer you get. Let me warn you, 
there's nothing fancy about Foxfire 4. 
The overall appearance of the book is flat 
and rambling; the monologues (one fea
ture of the series in which one person is 
quoted extensively, in dialect, on all top
ics which come to mind) and the photo
graphs, diagrams and technical descrip
tions are unsophisticated and dull to the 
twentieth-century eye, accustomed as it 

is to slick magazine color and television 
commercials. This is a characteristic of 
the Foxfire books that allows the casual 
reader to open the book, leaf through, 
and close it. In its integrity to everyone 
involved - the students who collect in
terviews and write them, the "contacts" 
who donate the knowledge, and the 
basic texture of the mountain lifestyle -
the book seems unedited, like a Water
gate transcript or the mind's con
versation with itself during an entire day. 
Foxfire 4 is anything but dull, but it ap
pears so at first glance. The good stuff is 
hard to get to. 

But have patience, restless one, be
cause the bottom line here is substance. 
Please. Take the leap of faith and read 
this book; for, like my conversation with 
Oliver Ridley at Stumphouse Mountain, 
Foxfire 4 is crammed full of knowledge 
and wisdom that you will encounter 
nowhere else. 

Have you noticed that modern life 
often seems cluttered with vast and in
comprehensible devices and move
ments and threats? The simple agrarian 
past, on the other hand, appears to us 
now as primitive and whole, smelling 
with the sweet aroma of freshly turned 
soil and sawdust. Well, Foxfire 4 gives us 
a hard glimpse of that romantic past, and 
evidence that it wasn't really all that sim
ple. It was tough to stay alive in them thar 
hills, period. Surviving hunger, expo
sure, thirst, loneliness, and loss of faith 
was a full-time job. And Foxfire 4 is a 
celebration of human resourcefulness in 
this process of survival; told, given, 
handed down to us by the old folks. As it 
should be. No - as it must be. 

It is primarily a book about making 
things: a knife, a fiddle, a plow, a garden, 
a trap, tar, a water system, berry buckets, 
cheese. Necessities for survival. Can you 
make these things? Who among us can? I 
suppose that we all could if our lives 
depended on it, but imagine all that trial 
and error, all those costly mistakes. Tell 
you what I'd do. I'd find an old man or 
woman and ask them, that's what. And 
I' II bet they'd be tickled to answer. That's 
exactly what Foxfire 4 has done; all the 
items above are covered in the book, 
along with specific, easy-to-follow direc
tions and diagrams. One of the students, 
Craig Carlton, puts it pretty well in the 
chapter on making tar: 

"There was something inside of me 
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that told me to never forget so that 
someday I could tell my kids how it 
was done, and then they could tell 
their kids and so on. At least some
body would still know how to do it." 
Not all of Foxfire 4 is dry technical 

instruction or solemn wisdom and ad
vice. Besides being good, clean, hard 
information, much of it is entertaining 
and downright funny, delivered with the 
deadpan humor of a tall tale, the tradi
tional component of mountain literature. 

For example, my favorite chapter is 
the one of "Horse Trading." Did you 
know those old rascals used to: 

• File the teeth down (everybody 
knows that), 

• Crumble dynamite or gunpowder 
into the horse's food to make him 
spirited, 

• Inflate the hollow above the eye 
(sign of an old horse) with a needle 
and hand pump, 

• Slick his hide with oil, 
• Trim his mane, tail and hair in his 

ears, and hooves, 
• Give him a shot of morphine, 
• Drill his teeth and fill them with per

manganate potash to disguise de
cay, 

• Use shoe polish to change his color, 
• Use a concoction of permanganate 

potash, salt, and hot coffee to make 
a gray-headed mule look young 
again, 

• Put spots on an Appaloosa horse 
with a potato dipped in dye? 

I didn't. 
Or how about this advice on ground

hog control, taken from the chapter on 
"Gardening": 

• Keep a good groundhog dog. 
• Stick a sock soaked in gasoline in the 

groundhog's hole. 
• Fill his hole with tin cans. 
• Set a trap in front of his hole. 
• Sit around in the garden in a con

cealed spot and shoot him. 
What we find in Foxfire 4, ultimately, is 

a lesson from our elders in this business 
of being alive; and it's a lesson that 
sounds at times like the scraps of various 
modern philosophies, rolled into one 
tightly laced, realistic ball. Money doesn't 
buy happiness. A man who lies, cheats, 
or steals will have it come back at him. 
Take responsibility for your own life and 
survival. Live in harmony with the earth. 
Stick together. Enjoy. Revere your 
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abundance. Keep the faith. Sound famil
iar? 

The book is more than nostalgia. Wig
ginton and his English classes have 
found an untapped resource in the lives 
of mountain people and a common de
nominator among us all - the funda
mental profound human necessity for 
sharing the wealth - wisdom, knowl
edge, strength, survival tactics and love. 
In Foxfire 4, we are witnessing the trans
action as it takes place. Get the book; 
read it every once in a while: To see 
where we've been; to measure how far 
we've come; to understand where we 
are. Or just in case you ever make it out 
to that farm you've been dreaming 
about. 

I remember something else Oliver Rid
ley said that misty spring morning on 
Stumphouse Mountain: "I think we're 
gain' to have to learn a lot of what them 
old folks knowed - how to survive and 
all - when we run out of oil." 

You might keep Foxfire 4 around. 

Don Belt is a free-lance writer from Co
lumbia. 

HITCH UP THE BUGGY, by Blanch 
Marsh, A Press, Inc., 1977, 152 
pages. 

If you can remember the years when 
sleeping on feather beds and waiting for 
the coming of electric lights were the way 
of life, you will enjoy reminiscing as you 
read Blanch Marsh's book. 

While the book might appeal to any
one with an interest in the past, it would 
be of special interest to people familiar 
with the Greenville area of South 
Carolina. Descriptions of the develop
ment in certain sections of that part of the 
state would be more thoroughly enjoyed 
by those with a first-hand knowledge of 
the places mentioned. 

There is the story of the coming of 
cotton mills to the Up Country: A mem
ory of the time when all mill employees 
were paid in silver dollars so that the local 
merchants and residents would be aware 
of the impact the industry had on their 
economy; a portrait of the contrast of the 
life of the elite of the town with that of the 
mill people. (The mill furnished homes 
for their employees. For 85 cents a week, 
you could rent a four-room house; a 
five-room house cost $1.10 a week. Can 

you remember that? Or can you even 
imagine that? But it's true.) 

Anyone who does harbor memories of 
the tum-of-the-century and the first de
cades, either personally or through 
stories that have been handed down, 
knows that many families had their own 
milk cows and butchered their own hogs. 
Buggy gives an account of the board of 
health's problems in trying to outlaw 
these practices within the city limits. 

One particular chapter, "We Made 
Our Own Fun," describes games chil
dren used to play. These recollections 
will provide anyone who belongs to the 
over-30 generation with delightful read
ing. Remember waiting for Ladies' 
Home Journal each month so that you 
could cut the paper dolls out? These 
memories will probably suggest others of 
your own which you can compare. 

One chapter describes homes typical 
of the era. Others recall revival meetings, 
held when crops were "laid by," and the 
circus coming to town each year, and the 
buggy trip to watch the circus being set 
up. 

Christmas time then was about the 
only time of year when a child received a 
toy, and usually there was only one toy 
per child. Fruit and candy were the other 
customary gifts. There was also the cus
tom of putting out a shoe box rather than 
hanging stockings. 

Though the book does offer many in
teresting accounts of the past, several 
parts of it are written in an unappealing 
manner which appear to be just a tran
scription of conversations recorded 
when someone was interviewed for in
formation. In those instances, the story 
does not reach the reader quite as effec
tively as when the writer tells of the ex
periences in her own words. The book 
also seems to need some rearrangement 
of the order used in describing the events 
that took place. 

Nevertheless, if you would like to turn 
your thoughts back to the years when 
women wore long skirts, when cobblers 
made shoes, when corsets (tightly laced 
in back and hooked in front) were stan
dard garments, a copy of this little book 
will assist you. 

Harriet Lancaster Hutto is a free -lance 
writer from Holly Hill. 
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IN SEARCH OF THE SILENT 
SOUTH: SOUTHERN LIBERALS 
AND THE RACE ISSUE by Morton 
Sosna, Columbia University Press. 
$11. 95. 275 pages. 

Morton Sosna begins his study of 
Southern liberals with the novelist 
George Washington Cable in post
Reconstruction New Orleans and ends it 
with President Jimmy Carter in the White 
House. But he wisely focuses his spot
light on three organizations and three 
individuals in the crucial years between 
Cable and Carter. 

Growing up in Chicago during the 
peak of the Civil Rights movement, 
Sosna says he first became aware of the 
South through media coverage; and 
when he was searching for a topic for his 
dissertation at the University of Wiscon
sin, he decided to examine the Southern 
liberals. 

Three organizations attracted his at
tention: The Commission on Interracial 
Cooperation, which tried to stop lynch
ing in the early 1920s; the Southern 
Conference for Human Welfare in 1938, 
which was concerned with removing 
voter restrictions and included Frank 
Graham, W. T. Couch, Barry Bingham 
and Brooks Hays in its leadership; and 
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the Southern Regional Council (1944), 
with Howard Odum as first president and 
Guy Johnson as executive director. 

The three individuals who get full 
chapter treatment are sociologist How
ard W. Odum of the University of North 
Carolina; Virginius Dabney, editor of the 
Richmond Times-Dispatch and author of 
Liberalism in the South; and QLillian 
Smith, Georgia author of Strange Fruit 
and " most outspoken white critic of 
segregation." Dr. Odum lent academic 
respectability to the movement but was 
slow to speak out against segregation. 
Virginius Dabney, member of an elite 
Virginia family, fought lynching and the 
poll tax but criticized black militance dur
ing World War II and insisted that "sepa
rate could be made equal." Obviously, it 
is Lillian Smith whom Sosna sees as the 
most significant of the Southern liberals, 
but he gives due credit to such other 
leaders as Jonathan Daniels, Mark Eth
ridge, Mrs. Jessie Daniel Ames, Ralph 
McGill, Frank Graham, Clark Foreman, 
George S. Mitchell, Aubrey Williams, 
Will W. Alexander and Lucy Randolph 
Mason. 

South Carolina appears to get very 
little notice in this study of Southern lib
erals - except for the mention of ''Pitch-

fork'' Ben Tillman and Cole Blease as 
''Negro-baiting politicians,' ' Samuel 
Chiles Mitchell as an early supporter of 
the Interracial Commission, Judge J . 
Waties Waring as a South Carolina dis
trict judge who ruled against the white 
primary, and James McBride Dabbs, 
who is given a brief quote. 

Mr. Sosna' s conclusion is that "the 
Southern liberals failed to awaken a Si
lent South." 

He credits them with understanding 
that the South itself could not be free 
until it had freed the blacks from all dis
crimination. ''In looking at Southern lib
erals from George Washington Cable to 
Lillian Smith," he writes, "one is struck 
by the continuity in who they were, how 
they thought, and what they did. . . . 
They were courageous, uncompromis
ing, and aware that the racial status quo 
needed a full overhaul rather than tinker
ing. Each thought that many erstwhile 
silent white Southerners were outraged 
by the region's inequities, and if these 
people could only make known their de
sire for a change, the South would over
come its misguided concern for white 
supremacy." 

Sosna chides the Southern liberals for 
not coming out strongly for integration 

MUSIC WITH A MESSAGE 

5000 Watts at 1470 on your AM Radio Dial 

Post Office Box 3277 
Columbia, South Carolina 29230 
Telephone 779-7910 
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long before they did. But in setting up 
Lillian Smith as his ideal Southern lib
eral, he failed to note that whereas Miss 
Smith was a writer and free to express 
her strong opinions, leaders in such or
ganizations as the Southern Conference 
for Human Welfare and the Southern 
Regional Council were attempting to 
work through political outlets when 
Southern liberals like Frank Graham and 
Claude Pepper of Florida were re
pudiated by the "Silent South" and de
feated in their campaigns for the Senate 
in 1950. 

"The South's liberals possessed nei
ther the power nor desire to force social 
change," Sosna writes in his final chap
ter, "They, Too, Had a Dream." "White 
Southern liberals, though in other ways 
perceptive in their understanding of the 
South, simply erred in assuming that 
they represented the key to racial 
change. The Depression, the New Deal, 
the war, and the civil rights movement, 
more than Southern liberals, contributed 
to the breakdown of Jim Crow .. . . The 
legacy of Southern liberals, then, is not 
the change they brought about. Rather it 
is their belief that the South would even
tually resolve the race question in a 
manner that would surprise Americans 

outside the region." 
Copious notes and an extensive bib

liography indicate that In Search of the 
Silent South was written as a doctoral 
dissertation, but the liveliness of argu
ment, the readability of the material and 
the understanding of the South he writes 
about stamp Mr. Sosna as a thorough 
and careful scholar who can also present 
his useful information in a manner that 
invites reading rather than discouraging 
it. 

Veteran reporter Walter Spearman is 
former professor of journalism at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill. 

Dining Out 
(Continued from page 7) 

The Nashes have had a summer home 
nearby for 30 years, but decided about 
nine years ago to leave Florida and live in 
South Carolina year-'round. Edith and 
Jimmy Nash are a genial and energetic 
couple, and have an efficient and spick
and-span operation. Mrs. Nash is as
sisted with the cooking by a native of 
Germany whom she calls "Pepper," al
though her name is Peggy. Peggy lives in 
nearby Westminster. 

The buffet counter dominates the din
ing room, and there is a fireplace at the 
far end. A collection of large historically 
significant maps of South Carolina hang 
on the walls along with guns, a Bowie 
knife and pictures of Indians. Mrs. Nash 
has a doll house with miniature furnish
ings on display, and the couple's various 
antiques are displayed throughout the 
room. They plan to open a small gift 
shop on the premises soon. 

To reach Piedmont Pantry, take 
Highway 28 out of Walhalla toward 
Highlands. Go about six miles and watch 
for the sign on the left. The restaurant is 
about a block from Highway 28. A very 
pleasant place for dining out, it is great 
for a ravenous appetite. Dinner music is 
usually provided by a good pianist. They 
are open Friday and Saturday evenings 
from 5:30 to 8, when the dinner costs 
$3. 95 per person; drink and dessert cost 
extra. On Sunday the meal costs $4.25. 

Reservations are preferred, but are not 
necessary. Dress is casual. The restau
rant is closed for the month of Sep
tember each year. 

Elizabeth Reid Austin is from Greenville. 
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Isle 
BA YFRONT VILLAS YACHT CLUB &. MARINA 

LUXURY CONDOMINIUMS ON HISTORIC COASTAL PLANTATION 

BELLE ISLE VILLAS 

• 2, 3 or 4 Bedrooms 
• Rice Lake. Bay or Garden Settings 
• Fireplace. Screened Porch. Private 

Patio 
• Custom Interior Selections 
• Totally Modern Kit c hen 
• Energy Efficient 
• Acres of Gardens and L akes 
• Privacy 
• Security 

BELLE ISLE YACHT CLUB 

• Res taurant and Lounge Overlook-
ing Winyah Bay 

• Marina 
• Tennis 
• Golf Privileges 
• Pools 
• Ocean-front Beach Club 

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY. 

You can stay for a day or a week at one of our luxurious 
townhomes for a uery reasonable cost. Experience 
firsthand the Belle Isle lifestyle. Fish. Golf Relax on the 
beach. Meet people. It's the perfect way to discouer 
whether a uacation home really fits you. Ours are priced 
from the upper 60's . . 
For sales information or vacation rental , write: Belle Isle Club, P. o. Box 796, 
Georgetown, S. C. 29440 or call (803) 546-2514. 

3 MILES SOUTH OF GEORGETOWN VIA US 17 
A Development of McCrory Construc tion Company 
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