
SERVING SOUTH CAROLINA WITH  more 
stepped in as the library’s 
new director. Immediately 
recognizing the need for 
change, she first focused 
on excellence in customer 
service and making that 
service easily available to 
patrons regardless of race, 
gender, age, ability or 
status. The front-line staff 
became a major player in 
this mission and members 
of the community’s teens 
were added to the front-
line staff on both a paid 
and volunteer ba-
sis because they are 
“vibrant, enthusiastic, will-
ing learners and teachers” 
said Rosenwald. Smaller 
changes such as the elimi-
nation of late fees and 
fines were implemented to 
help bolster the service 
transformation.  
 

(Continued on page 3) 

Union County Carnegie 
Library (UCCL), in Union, 
South Carolina, has been 
named the Best Small Li-
brary in America 2009 by 
Library Journal. This an-
nual award, cosponsored 
by the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, showcases the 
exemplary work of public 
libraries serving popula-
tions under 25,000 whose 
high standards, innovative 
services, and commitment 
to their community make 
them extraordinary.  
 
UCCL serves the 8,973 
residents of the city of Un-
ion and a number of its 
smaller communities in the 

surrounding rural county. 
The beautiful and historic 
library was chosen this 
year for the incredible 
transformation that it un-
derwent over the past 
three years which, accord-
ing to a local resident, 
turned a once “selective 
club warehousing an out-
of-date collection” into an 
“inclusive, modern, service
-oriented, community cen-
ter.”  Overall, visits to the 
library have increased ex-
ponentially and patrons 
now represent the diverse 
demographic of the com-
munity. This transforma-
tion is the result of new 
leadership, vision, accessi-
bility, and exemplary cus-
tomer service.  
 
In October 2005, Nancy 
Rosenwald revolutionized 
the UCCL when she 

Library Journal Names Union County Carnegie Library Best 
Small Library in America 2009 

A(ugusta) Baker’s Dozen Set for April 24-25 

Kimberly Willis Holt will be 
the featured guest for the 
23rd annual A(ugusta) 
Baker’s Dozen—A Celebra-
tion of Stories on April 24-
25 at the Main branch of 
the Richland County Public 
Library in Columbia. 
 

Holt’s first novel, My Lou-
isiana Sky, was an ALA 
Notable Book and an ALA 
Top Ten Best Book for 
Young Adults. It also re-
ceived a Boston Globe—
Horn Book Honor Award. 
Her second novel, When 
Zachary Beaver Came to 

Town, won the 2000 Na-
tional Book Award. She is 
also the author of Keeper 
of the Night.  
 
A(ugusta) Baker’s Dozen is 
sponsored by RCPL and 
the USC School of Library 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Now more than ever, citi-
zens need their public li-
braries and South Carolina 
needs its state library.  We 
are a great team and a 
class act. 
 
In these difficult economic 
times as the family budget 
shrinks, the value of the 
public library card in-
creases.  Public libraries 
across the state are seeing 
double digit increases in 
circulation, door count and 
computer use.  Citizens 
know that borrowing a 
book, video, or CD is a bet-
ter value than taking the 
family to the local book-
store, the local theatre, or 
a concert.  Families are 
using the public library to 
expand their challenged 
budgets.  But more impor-
tant than the entertain-
ment value of the public 
library, and equally as im-
portant as its educational 
function, is the library’s 
role in economic and work-
force development.   
 

For many families, particu-
larly in rural areas, the li-
brary is the only point of 
access to the internet and 
a computer.  It will become 
the only source for thou-
sands more as the econ-
omy continues to spiral 
downward.  It is on public 
library computers that citi-
zens will search for jobs, 
build resumes, learn new 
work skills, enhance inter-
view techniques and apply 
for jobs.  Access to the 
public library is essential to 
South Carolina’s economic 
well-being. 
 
The State Library is not a 
“traditional” library.  Al-
though we lend books, pro-
vide information, and do 
the things that traditional 
libraries do, our most im-
portant services are leader-
ship, collaboration, and 
coordination.   When we 
provide these services, we 
connect citizens, business 
and government to quality 
information and excellent 
library services. 

 
We have led the way, en-
couraged collaboration, or 
coordinated projects and 
services that have made a 
real difference for libraries 
and citizens alike.  DISCUS, 
South Carolina’s Virtual 
library, had 8.5 million re-
trievals last year.  The 
State Library’s centralized 
purchasing of DISCUS da-
tabases saved the state 31 
million dollars last year in 
cost avoidance fees.  The 
State Library’s role in coor-
dinating E-rate funding 
enables public libraries to 
save thousands of dollars 
each year in communica-
tions and consulting ex-
penses.  We collaborate 
with public libraries across 
the state on the Summer 
Reading program which 
reaches more than 131,000 
children.  It has a major 
impact on literacy and pro-
vides reading readiness for 
children returning to school 
in the fall.  We directly 
serve 9,000 blind and 

(Continued on page 6) 

the Main Library.   
 
This event honors nation-
ally-known author and sto-
ryteller Augusta Baker and 
continues her legacy of 
inspiring others to intro-
duce children to the magic 
of literature and stories. 
Baker, who spent most of 
her professional career 
serving as Coordinator of 
Children’s Services at the 

and Information Science. 
The two-day festival fea-
tures a lecture by Holt at 7 
p.m. on Friday, April 24, 
and Storytelling for Fami-
lies, featuring regional and 
local storytellers, from 11 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on Satur-
day, April 25. Both events, 
which are free and open to 
the public, will be held at 

New York Public Library, 
moved to Columbia in 1980 
and was the storyteller-in-
residence at USC until her 
death in 1998. 

Director’s Corner 
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The library also underwent 
a total technology transfor-
mation to ensure that Un-
ion County citizens could 
participate in a world that 
is increasingly reliant on 
computers and the Inter-
net. With modest budget 
realities, UCCL was forced 
to make savvy decisions to 
move this initiative for-
ward. The library worked 
with a local university to 
buy 18 of its computers at 
a deeply discounted rate 
when a lease expired. It 
also ensured that the staff 
was up-to-date on new 
technologies offered at the 
library so that patrons can 
get the help they need 
learning how to use the 
computers and the Inter-
net. Additionally, the li-
brary’s bookmobile was 
equipped with wireless 
Internet so that the driver 
can access online re-
sources for remote users.  
 
Today, the library’s com-
puter workstations, includ-
ing special family-oriented 
stations and those open to 
everybody from teens to 
seniors, are in full demand 
from open to close.  Lo-
cated in the heart of a rural 
county, the library also 
provides the only high-
speed Internet access 
available to many resi-
dents.  
 
One of the biggest changes 
in the library was revamp-
ing service for children and 
teens. Previously, children 
and teens were welcomed 
reluctantly in the small 
space. The children’s sec-

tion underwent a makeover 
and the colors of the walls 
and shelves were repainted 
from gray to bright yellow; 
an art cart was brought in 
to foster creativity; and 
healthy snacks were made 
available during after 
school hours. In 2005 the 
summer reading program 
had 300 participants. This 
number rose to 4000 by 
summer 2008. Now each 
child in the district leaves 
school for the summer with 
a summer reading packet 
supplied by UCCL.  
 
“The staff and the board of 
the Union Carnegie Library 
deserve the greatest recog-
nition for this wonderful 
honor,” said Nancy Rosen-
wald. “Without a mandate 
for change from the board, 
we could not have moved 
forward so readily; without 
the staff’s desire to provide 
excellent service to their 
community, the vision 
would not have been real-
ized.  We are ecstatic to 
have won this award for 
our community!” 
 
This year, for the first time 
in the award’s 5-year his-
tory, two finalists will also 
be receiving prizes. Of the 
over 60 institutions nomi-
nated, LJ proudly named 
Pinewoods Library and 
Learning Center in Athens, 
Georgia and Idaho’s 
Weippe Public Library as 
the finalists for the 2009 
Best Small Library in Amer-
ica. 
  
Union County Carnegie 
Library will receive a 

$15,000 cash award to 
support its services and 
outreach to the commu-
nity. The winner and two 
finalist libraries will each 
receive conference costs 
for two library representa-
tives to attend the 2010 
Public Library Association 
conference in Portland, OR, 
and recognition at a special 
awards ceremony on be-
half of the Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation. 
 
“We are pleased to support 
the Union County Carnegie 
Library,” said Jill Nishi who 
leads the Gates Founda-
tion’s work on behalf of 
U.S. libraries, "and we ap-
plaud the library's staff and 
supporters for their dedi-
cated work to ensure it can 
connect people to informa-
tion and education through 
technology. Their resource-
fulness, use of community 
partnerships, and focus on 
transformative programs 
and services sets an impor-
tant example for libraries 
across the country that are 
striving to bolster opportu-
nities for patrons in the 
face of a challenging fund-
ing climate.” 
 
See more information 
about the winner and final-
ists in the cover story in 
the February 1 issue of 
Library Journal and online 
at www.libraryjournal.com/
bestsmalllibrary. 

Best Small Library in America, continued 
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The Berkeley County Coun-
cil, at its February 9 meet-
ing, proclaimed March, 
2009 “Berkeley Reads 
Month.”   Berkeley County 
residents will share the joy 
of reading in March  as 
“Berkeley Reads” (formerly 
One Book Berkeley) em-
barks on its second annual 
community reading pro-
gram.  The 2009 selections 
will have the county won-
dering “Whodunit?” as they 
turn the pages of 5 books, 
covering different types of 
mysteries for all ages. 
  
The Berkeley Reads pro-
gram, sponsored by the 
Friends of the Berkeley 
County Library, in conjunc-
tion with the Berkeley 
County Library System and 
the Berkeley County 
Schools, encourages the 
community to read one or 
more of the books and at-
tend special events and 
book discussions at the 
local libraries.  Community 
reading programs foster a 
love of reading and aid in 
the fight against illiteracy 
as people enjoy reading 
and talking about a book 
together.   A recent edito-
rial in the Post and Courier 
cited Berkeley County’s 
illiteracy rate among adults 
as 15%.  By encouraging 
people of all ages to enjoy 
reading,  it is hoped that 
we can work to reduce that 
number in the future. 
 
Last year, Berkeley County 
inaugurated their commu-
nity reading program with 

Marley and Me and resi-
dents of all ages delighted 
in the story – now a major 
motion picture – of a not-
so-obedient yellow lab. 
  
This year, the theme is 
mysteries and the commit-
tee has chosen five books 
for the public to read:  The 
adult fiction selection is 
The Hunt Club, by Charles-
ton native and New York 
Times bestselling author, 
Bret Lott.  This page 
turner, set in the low coun-
try, is described by its au-
thor as “a redneck on red-
neck crime spree.”  A non-
fiction selection, The Sci-
ence of Sherlock Holmes, 
by E. J. Wagner, is sure to 
be popular with CSI devo-
tees, as well as anyone 
who has enjoyed  the 
Great Detective’s stories. 

 
The Friends of the Li-
brary will have copies 
of all of the books 
available for sale at 
discounted prices.  You 
can buy a copy of The 
Hunt Club, The Science 
of Sherlock Holmes or 
Where’s the Big Bad 
Wolf? for $10; The 
Thief Lord or The Mary 
Celeste for $5 at any 
Berkeley County Library 
branch. Copies of these 
books will also be avail-
able for checkout at all of 
the library branches with a 
Berkeley County library 
card. Watch for the calen-
dar of special events and 
book discussions surround-
ing the mystery theme in 

March, including opportuni-
ties to discuss The Hunt 
Club with the author. More 
information is available 
from the Berkeley County 
Library website, 
www.berkeley.lib.sc.us. 
Additional information can 
be obtained from Pat Rich-
ards, Chair of Berkeley 
Reads at (843) 471-2522 
or phrichards8@gmail.com;   
Donna Osborne, Director of 
the Berkeley County Li-
brary System at (843) 723-
3800 x. 4243 or dos-
borne@berkeley.lib.sc.us  
and Bret Lott, featured au-
thor, at LottB@cofc.edu. 

Berkeley County Reads 
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The University of South 
Carolina is hosting an inter-
national conference on 
"Robert Burns: Contempo-
raries, Contexts & Cultural 
Forms" at Thomas Cooper 
Library, April 2-4, 2009, to 
commemorate the 250th 
anniversary of Burns' birth 
in 1759. 
  
The conference, which will 
bring scholars to the Uni-
versity from North America, 
Scotland, and elsewhere, is 
intended to provide fresh 
perspectives on Burns' 
work and that of his con-
temporaries. 
  
A major exhibition of mate-
rials from the G. Ross Roy 
Collection of Robert Burns, 
Burnsiana, and Scottish 
Literature will be mounted 
at Thomas Cooper Library 
during the conference.   
 
The collection was 
amassed over a long period 

of years by Prof. G. Ross 
Roy, an internationally-
recognized Burns scholar 
who  is Distinguished Pro-
fessor Emeritus of English 
& Comparative Literature 
at the University. While at 
Carolina, Roy has edited 
Studies in Scottish Litera-
ture as well as an edition 
of Burns' Letters. 
  
Conference events will in-
clude: the W. Ormiston 
Roy Memorial Lecture by 
Prof. Edward J. Cowan of 
the University of Glasgow; 
an exhibit of materials from 
the Roy Collection; publica-
tion of the first full cata-
logue of Burns materials in 
the Roy Collection, com-
piled by Elizabeth Sudduth; 
speakers and panels on 
Burns topics, including 
talks by Prof. R. D. S. Jack 
(University of Edinburgh), 
Dr. Kenneth G. Simpson 
(University of Glasgow), 
Prof. Carol McGuirk (Florida 

Atlantic University); panels 
on Burns manuscripts and 
rare materials in the Roy 
Collection, and on collect-
ing Burns; a concert by 
legendary Burns singer 
Jean Redpath; a session 
with Jean Redpath about 
her experience performing 
and interpreting Burns' 
songs; a public program on 
Burns at the South Carolina 
State Museum; and a con-
cluding conference dinner 
with the Immortal Memory 
proposed by the President 
of the Robert Burns World 
Federation, Bill Dawson. 
 
For more information, visit 
http://www.sc.edu/library/
spcoll/burns/
burnsat250.html 

in which residents are en-
couraged to read a pre-
selected book. In Anderson 
County, the book is Carson 
McCullers’ The Heart is a 
Lonely Hunter. 
  
The project kicked off on 
Jan. 9 with the opening of 
the Arts Center’s exhibit, 
“Textile Town and Imagery 
of the South.” It features 
collages created by Rock 
Hill artist Phil Moody which 
evoke the boom years of 
the South’s cotton mills. 

The Anderson County Li-
brary System is partnering 
with the Anderson County 
Arts Center throughout 
January and February in 
presenting a “Big Read” for 
county residents. 
  
The Big Read is a National 
Endowment for the Arts 
program designed to en-
courage reading for pleas-
ure and enlightenment. 
Begun in 2006, the pro-
gram now involves over 
400 communities in 2009, 

McCullers grew up in the 
mill town of Columbus, GA, 
and her book is set in a 
mill town in the deep 
South. 
  
During the two months, 
the library system will host 
book discussions featuring 
English faculty from Ander-
son University, Clemson 
University, and the 
county’s technical college. 
Programs will be held at 
several branch libraries and 

(Continued on page 6) 
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at local coffee shops and 
restaurants. Several are 
sponsored by the Friends of 
the Anderson County Library 
and the Lifelong Learning 
Institute of Anderson Uni-
versity. 

The Main Library will host a 
“Last Page Party” on Feb. 
28, which will feature read-
ings and theatrical adapta-
tions from McCullers’ books. 
 

For more information, visit 
www.andersonlibrary.org.  

Anderson County’s Big Read continued 

Music Sandwiched In 

Assistant Leonard Pearson 
made his public debut per-
formance in the library's 
community room.  With 
every seat filled, patrons 
and library staff even stood 
in the entrance hallway to 
listen to a heavy dose of 
music, paying homage to 
Motown and the great soul 
singers of the 1960s and 
70s.  It was the largest 
audience for MSI in recent 
months. 
 
Pearson had met accompa-
nying musicians John Floyd 
and his partner, Bob 
Stephens, in Shelby, NC, 

The Cherokee County Pub-
lic Library and its Friends of 
the Library have been pro-
viding "Music Sandwiched-
In" programs for years, but 
a recent program became 
the highlight of  Adult Pro-
gram Coordinator, Kenny 
Covington's search for 
unique and talented per-
formers.  From the library's 
own staff, a hidden talent 
emerged, and Covington 
saw the opportunity to 
showcase this "unknown" 
singer in a familiar setting.  
After months of rehearsal 
and hard work, Circulation 
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during one of their per-
formances, and felt the 
duo meshed well with his 
vocal talent.  They hope to 
work together again in the 
future. The success of the 
concert has Covington 
planning for a repeat per-
formance at the library, 
possibly in an outdoor 
venue to accommodate the 
large audience that is ex-
pected to follow this local, 
up and coming talent. 
 
For more information visit 
www.cherokeecountylibrary.org. 

physically handicapped 
citizens through our Talk-
ing Books Library.  The 
leadership provided by 
the State Library is essen-
tial to South Carolina’s 
intellectual and economic 
well-being. 
 
These are tough times 
and everyone who be-
lieves in the values of li-
braries must speak up for 
them.  Over the next few 
months, you will be intro-

duced to the South Caro-
lina Library Association’s 
CapWiz program.  The 
program is an excellent 
tool for communicating 
your concerns and inter-
ests to your state and 
federal officials.  Please 
learn the program and 
use it well and often.  
Your public library and 
your state library need 
your support.  There is a 
certain charm to using our 
democratic processes to 

preserve our most democ-
ratic institution.  I would 
close by reminding you of 
the apt sentiments of 
Thomas Jefferson: 
“If a nation expects to be 
ignorant and free, in a 
state of civilization, it ex-
pects what never was and 
never will be.” 

Director’s Corner continued 



The Abbeville County Li-
brary System hosted its 
second annual 'I love my 
library' party to celebrate 
Valentine's Day.  The 
party, held February 9, was 
a chance for teens ages 12
-18 to hang out at the li-
brary, visit with friends, 
and see all that the library 
has to offer:  from books in 
the teen area, to new 
DVDs and music CDs.   
 
This year, the promotion of 
the event went beyond 
traditional fliers and mail-
ings to teens. Abbeville 
High School hosts a daily 
news show for its stu-
dents.  Taking the place 
of traditional 

school announcements 
over a loudspeaker, the 
news show provides all the 
latest in news, sports, 
weather, and entertain-
ment to students at the 
high school on a daily ba-
sis.   
  
To promote the party, li-
brarian Annette Greenway 
was interviewed for the 
AHS News show.  The in-
terviewer was a student in 
one of the journalism 
classes at the school.  Each 
student at the high school 
was thus made aware of 
the party and invited to 
join the fun via the morn-
ing news show. 
  

This was just 
the first of 
many oppor-
tunities for 
the library to 
collaborate 
with the 
Abbeville High 
School jour-
nalism classes 
to promote 
teen activities 
at the library.   
  
For more in-
formation, 
contact Mary 
Elizabeth 
Land, Director 
at 864-459-
4009. 

begin in September, 2009. 
 
The Greenville County Li-
brary System is also one of 
34 libraries to receive a 
$5,000 American Dream 
grant, funded through a 
two-year grant from Dollar 
General Literacy Founda-
tion. In an effort to influ-
ence foreign language 
speakers to turn towards 
the public library for help in 
learning how to read, write 
and speak English, GCLS is 
currently filming an educa-
tional video. The film will 
provide instructions on how 
to obtain a library card, 
present the types of mate-
rials available at the library 
and explain basic, unfamil-
iar vocabulary used in li-

The Greenville County Li-
brary System is one of 12 
libraries in the country to 
receive a Smart Investing 
grant from the Financial 
Industry Regulatory Au-
thority (FINRA) Investor 
Education Foundation and 
the American Library Asso-
ciation. The Greenville 
County Library System will 
receive $49,550 from 
FINRA, which will be used 
to improve the library’s 
finance and investment 
collection, and provide on-
going public programs to 
address the financial and 
investment education 
needs of women ages 18-
64, with particular empha-
sis on low-income heads of 
households. Programs will 

brary culture.  
 
For more information, con-
tact Shelley Polatty, Com-
munications Coordinator at  
864-242-5000.  

Abbeville County Library and High School Partnership 

Exciting New Grants at the Greenville County Library System 
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April 28 
PR Managers Exchange 
State Library 

May 19 
Basic Business Reference 
State Library  

May 21 
SCLA Quarterly Board Meeting 
Richland County Public Library 

April 7 
Outreach Librarians Exchange 
State Library 

April 21 
System Managers Exchange 
State Library 

April 22&23 
Using SC Personal Pathways for Job Seek-
ing, Career Planning and Resume Building 
State Library 

FOR YOUR CALENDAR 

Visit us online 
www.statelibrary.sc.gov 

The South Carolina State Library is a national model for innovation, collaboration, leadership and effective-
ness.  It is the keystone in South Carolina’s intellectual landscape. We optimize South Carolina’s investment 
in library and information services. 
  
We do this by: 
• Supporting good governance for South Carolinians through the provision of research and information 

services to elected officials and state government personnel. 
• Providing equal access to information for all South Carolinians.  
• Ensuring collaboration and cooperation among information providers and cultural institutions. 
• Defining standards for libraries and librarianship that promote professionalism and excellence among 

library personnel statewide. 
• Providing and promoting superior library and information services through research, development and 

implementation of leading edge practices. 
• Advocating for innovation and learning in order to create a better informed and more highly skilled 

South Carolina citizenry. 
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