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The Letters About Literature 
program, sponsored by the 
South Carolina Center for 
the Book and the Library of 
Congress, in partnership with 
Target Stores, is a national 
reading and writing promotion 
contest.  To enter, readers write 
personal letters to an author, 
living or dead, from any genre, 
explaining how that author’s 
work changed the students’ way 
of thinking about the world or 
themselves.  State winners will 
be honored at a spring awards 
ceremony at the State Library’s 
South Carolina Center for the 
Book in Columbia with checks 
from the South Carolina State 
Library Foundation for $25 (3rd 
place), $50 (2nd place), and 
$100 (1st place).  Additionally, 
all state 1st place winners will 
receive a $50 Target GiftCard.  
National Winners receive a $500 

Target GiftCard and a $10,000 
LAL Reading Promotion Grant 
for their School or Community 
Library.  National Winners are 
also honored at the National 
Book Festival in Washington, DC.

Last year, the South Carolina 
Center for the Book was pleased 
to recognize nine students from 
across the state:

Level I Winners
•1st place  Lindsay Pollard  
Clemson Elementary School
•2nd place  Will Anderson  
North Elementary School
•3rd place Alysa Chirillo   
West Oak Middle School

Level II Winners
•1st place  Sinead Rose-Innes  
Riverside Middle School
•2nd place  D. J. Lee   
Dent Middle School

•3rd place  Kiana Knowlin  
Rosemary Middle School

Level III Winners
•1st place  Rhett Ricard   
Mid-Carolina High School
•2nd place  Katherine 
McCollough  
Academy for the Arts, Science & 
Technology
•3rd place  Danielle Lester 
Mid-Carolina High School

For participation guidelines and 
entry coupon, please visit http://
www.loc.gov/loc/cfbook/letters/ 
or contact one of the South 
Carolina coordinators:

Dr. Curtis R. Rogers at crogers@
statelibrary.sc.gov 803-734-8928.

Susanna Brailsford, Program 
Coordinator,at  SBrailsford@arts.
sc.gov 803-771-2477.

State Library’s South Carolina Center for the Book
Announces 2008-2009 Letters About Literature Competition
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Your help is desperately 
needed.
The budget news is bad and getting worse.  The State Library 

started the year with a 2.5% reduction and recently received 

a 3% reduction.  Given the economy, I suspect it will be a 

while before we see the possibility of a budget increase.  We 

would be foolish to wait for that good news.  It is time to begin working on improv-

ing how we are currently funded.

Most of you understand that libraries are needed most when the economy is at its 

worst.  As entertainment budgets decrease, families will take greater advantage 

of library resources.  During a downward economic cycle, libraries become impor-

tant elements of economic recovery as the unemployed seek help with resumes, 

job searches, job applications and work skills improvement.  

The State Library, in partnership with the SC Association of Public Library Admin-

istrators, is in the process of developing a statewide advocacy campaign.  We 

understand that libraries must deliver a very clear message, consistently and con-

stantly across a broad audience of library supporters and potential supporters.  If 

you are reading this you are one who is interested in the future of South Carolina 

Libraries.  Keep an eye out in the coming weeks for information about the new 

library advocacy campaign and please be prepared to help.
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The South Carolina State Library 
is pleased to announce a new 
partnership with South Carolina 
Connections Academy (SCCA).  
The partnership emphasizes 
library usage for face to face 
meetings between students and 
teachers, use of online state-
wide services such as DISCUS, 
South Carolina’s Virtual Library 
as well as SchoolRooms, the 
new K-12 online multimedia dis-
covery place for South Carolina 
students, teachers, parents and 
librarians.  

South Carolina Connections 
Academy is the first of the new 
South Carolina virtual charter 
schools to enter into partnership 
with the State Library.  Accord-
ing to SCCA principal, Dr. Don 
Brown, “This partnership helps 
connect families with students 
who attend the South Carolina 
Connections Academy to the 
resources already available 
in their local communities.  It 
supports the increased use of 
libraries as well as provides 
virtual students more personal 
interaction.”
 
Students at South Carolina Con-
nections Academy will have 
continued access to all of the 
online resources currently ac-
cessible in public schools either 
through their local public librar-
ies or from home.  Director of the 
State Library, David Goble, stat-
ed, “This is our first formal part-
nership with a virtual school.  
We expect to see many more 
partnerships of this kind.  We 
have been providing virtual ser-
vices to the State’s citizens for 
over 10 years through DISCUS, 
South Carolina’s virtual library.  
We are very excited to work 
with a partner that understands 
that libraries are essential to 
education and is eager to capi-

talize on the statewide service 
provided by the State Library 
and public libraries throughout 
the state.  SchoolRooms is the 
newest of our statewide projects 
and we are thrilled about the 
opportunity to get the word out 
about its importance to K-12 stu-
dents.”  Goble continued to say 
that, “teachers, librarians and 
parents will find SchoolRooms 
to be an essential tool for sup-
porting student learning. DISCUS 
and SchoolRooms are two of our 
premiere online services every 
student, teacher, parent, and li-
brarian should be aware of and 
using.”

South Carolina SchoolRooms 
provides resources, built around 
school curriculum, to assist 
students with homework and 
school projects.  Users can 
search their library’s catalog, 
educational websites, and se-
lected DISCUS databases all at 
once.  This online learning tool is 
not only designed for students, 
but also includes practical 
and relevant guides to assist 
parents, educators, and librar-
ians. SchoolRooms is available 
at schools, libraries, and from 
home, using a simple e-regis-
tration form.  The SchoolRooms 
project is funded in part by a 
Library Services and Technol-
ogy Act grant from the Institute 
of Museum and Library Ser-
vices administered by the South 
Carolina State Library.  For more 
information about SchoolRooms, 
contact Laura Spnhour at   
lsponhour@statelibrary.sc.gov 
and visit the web site at http://
scsl.schoolrooms.net.

 
DISCUS, South Carolina’s virtual 
library provides reliable and up 
to date online access to maga-
zine and newspaper articles, 
online encyclopedias, health, 
business, and legal research 
databases, and much more.  
DISCUS is funded primarily by 
an appropriation from the South 
Carolina General Assembly 
through the K-12 School Tech-
nology Initiative and is admin-
istered by the South Carolina 
State Library.  Additional funding 
from the federal Library Services 
and Technology Act (LSTA) also 
supports DISCUS.  For more infor-
mation, contact Amy Duernberg-
er aduernberger@statelibrary.
sc.gov and visit the DISCUS web 
site at http://www.scdiscus.org.

The South Carolina Connections 
Academy provides a new form 
of public school that students 
can attend from home. This is a 
unique program that combines 
strong parental involvement, 
the expertise and accountabil-
ity of publicly funded educa-
tion, and the flexibility of online 
classes. For more information, 
contact Dr. Don Brown, Principal 
dbrown@connectionsacademy.
com and visit the web site at 
http://www.connectionsacaemy.
com. 

State Library Announces Partnership with South Carolina 
Connections Academy
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South Carolina Librarians to Go 
Green in Greenville

2008 Annual South Carolina Library 
Association Conference – October 22-24

Driven by a need to educate 
librarians about environmen-
tal concepts, global climate 
change, and how to make 
libraries more “green”, this 
year’s South Carolina Library 
Association annual confer-
ence theme is “Going Green 
in Greenville”, and will be 
held at the Greenville Hyatt, 
October 22-24, 2008.  As 
environmental issues grow, so 
does the need for education 
about being greener.  Librar-
ians and those interested 
in libraries from across the 
state, will gather together to 
learn about environmental 
research issues and library 
collections, community out-
reach, planning issues, work-
ing with library volunteers, 
greening old libraries, recy-
cling materials, and much 
more.

Keynote speak-
ers at this year’s 
conference will 
also discuss a 
wide variety of 
green topics.  
Bryant Terry, eco 
chef, food jus-
tice activist and 
author of Grub: 
Ideas for an Ur-

ban Organic Kitchen  and Or-
ganic Soul (forthcoming) will 

provide the opening address 
on Wednesday, October 22.  
On Thursday, 
October 23, 
New York 
Times bestsell-
ing author and 
recent winner 
of the 2008 
South Caro-
lina Center 
for the Book’s 
Award for Writ-
ing, Mary Alice Monroe, will 
discuss her books and her 
involvement in environmen-
tal issues. On Friday, Octo-

ber 24, Ben 
Geer Keys, 
naturalist, 
photographer 
and author of 
Natural Im-
ages of the 
Southern Ap-
palachians, 
will talk about 
his artwork 

and recent book.

Additional concurrent ses-
sions will include topics 
covering digital collections, 
services to Spanish speakers, 
career success, cataloging, 
children & youth services, 
college & university services, 
and much more.  

Exhibitors, representing book 
publishers and library ser-
vice vendors from across the 
southeast, will be in atten-
dance in the exhibit hall.  The 
general public may chose an 
exhibits only pass for $10.00. 
Online registration with Pay-
Pal is available at www.scla.
org.

Pre-registration deadline 
for conference attendees is 
October 17 and hotel res-
ervations must be made by 
September 30.  For those 
not attending the full confer-
ence, tickets for Bryant Terry, 
opening keynote address on 
Wednesday October 22, are 
$15.00.  Tickets for Mary Alice 
Monroe, NYT bestselling au-
thor on Thursday, October 23 
are $40.00 (includes lunch). 
Separate registration for 
author talks can be obtained 
by directly contacting Libby 
Young, SCLA Vice President/
President Elect and confer-
ence organizer at:
Libby.Young@Furman.edu.  

For more information, contact 
Gabrielle Barnes, SCLA Ex-
ecutive Secretary at 803-252-
1087 or scla@capconsc.com. 
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SCSL Welcomes New Staff Members

Ashley Bradford, Accountant
Ashley is originally from Pittsburgh, PA and graduated from South 
Carolina State University in Orangeburg, SC in 2005.  She worked at 
the State Museum for 2 years before coming to the Library.  Ashley 
has one sister, Alex, and one brother, Jon, as well as  a 7-month old 
niece Katedyn. She also works  part time and loves to shop espe-
cially for shoes, travel, and spend time with my family.  

Denise Lyons, Library Development Consultant
Denise R. Lyons is the newest addition to the Library Develop-
ment Services Team as a Library Development Consultant. In a 
way, the State Library welcomes her back as she interned with 
Jane Connor while working on her MLIS at the University of South 
Carolina in 2004. Prior to her return to Columbia, Denise spent 
nearly four years in Texas at the Dallas Public Library where she 
worked at several branches as the Adult Librarian/Assistant 
Manager (and sometimes pinch hitting as children’s librarian), 
and created the country’s only permanent library resource col-
lections for Grandparents Raising Grandchildren as the library’s 
liaison to the Dallas County KinCare Network. Most recently, 
she served as Communications Coordinator, overseeing the 
library’s marketing and communication efforts for the Dallas Arts 
Learning Initiative (DALI), including the early literacy and arts 
program Every Child Ready to Read @ Dallas. Denise grew up 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan (and is a big Michigan football fan), 
has a Bachelor’s Degree in Journalism from Boston University and a Master’s Degree in Public 
Services Management/Nonprofit Administration from DePaul University in Chicago, where she 
lived for over eight years working on development, fundraising and special events for various 
nonprofit organizations.

Laura Sponhour, SchoolRooms Project Manager
Before coming to the State Library, Laura was the children’s librar-
ian at the Cooper Branch of the Richland County Public Library. 
Before that she worked as a technical writer at CSC (Computer 
Sciences Corporation). Laura has also worked in public relations 
with Lexington School District Two and with Lexington Medical 
Center. She earned a BA in Rhetoric and Communications from 
the University of Virginia and an MBA from USC.  After figuring out 
the library world was where she wanted to be, she earned an MLIS 
from USC in 2006.
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PASCAL Delivers 
Service Reduction 

 
Effective Monday, August 
18, PASCAL Delivers service 
was reduced from 5-days 
to 3-days per week. Pickups 
and deliveries at all partici-
pating libraries are currently 
only on Monday, Wednes-
day, and Friday (exceptions 
are USC-Columbia, Clemson 
and College of Charleston.  
R.R. Donnelley, the PASCAL 
delivery service contractor 
has offered to continue to 
pick up materials at these 
high volume provider institu-
tions every week-day even 
with the reduced contract.)   
Librarians needing addi-
tional information regard-
ing operational and policy 
changes should consult the 
PASCAL Delivery and Univer-
sal Borrowing resource page 
on the PASCAL website.  
(Requires Password) 
This 40% reduction in ser-
vice was made necessary 
due to the 90% reduction 
in state funding for PASCAL 
programs.  At the present 
time, PASCAL will be able to 
maintain this scaled-back 
delivery schedule through 
June 30, 2009. 
For more information about 
PASCAL please visit http://
pascalsc.org/helpsavepas-
cal.html. 

News from the South 
Carolina Association 
of School Librarians

As of July 1, Capitol Con-
sultants, South Carolina’s 
largest association man-
agement firm, is managing 
SCASL. More and more asso-
ciations (including the South 
Carolina Library Association) 
have turned to professional 
association management 
because of increased mem-
bership value, service, and 
benefits. Capitol Consultants 
is now handling the man-
agement and facilitation 
of all SCASL’s association 
services. With Capitol Con-
sultants, SCASL now has a 
full time Executive Director 
and considerable support 
staff. The headquarters is 
located in downtown Co-
lumbia across from the State 
Capitol.

Please note that SCASL 
members will continue to 
send membership applica-
tions and other correspon-
dence to the SCASL P.O. 
Box. A new phone number 
and contact email will be 
coming soon.

For more information 
about SCASL, please 
contact Valerie Byrd Fort 
val_byrd@yahoo.com  or                       
valeriebyrdfort@gmail.com.
  

The USC 
School of 
Medicine 
Library 
welcomes 
David 
Gomes 
to the 
Access 
Services 
Depart-

ment as a Circulation Spe-
cialist.  David has an under-
graduate degree in English 
from Wofford College and 
worked as a Library Assistant 
at Spartanburg Methodist 
College.  For more informa-
tion about the USC School of 
Medicine Library, please visit 
http://uscm.med.sc.edu.  
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NEWSworthy

Berkeley County Library 
System launched the Food 
for Fines program early this 
year. Usually, the program 
runs at the end of the year, 
but this year, during this time 
of economic downturn and 
rising fuel and food costs, 
the library offered Food for 
Fines for the months of Au-
gust and September. The 
program has been very suc-
cessful due to the generosity 
of library customers. Food 
stuffs collected at each 
branch were distributed to 
food banks in the immediate 
vicinity of the branch.

The Friends of the Berkeley 
County Library have pro-
vided $10,000 seed money 
for mobile library service 
through the generous dona-
tion of $5,000 from the 2008 
Rotary Club of Daniel Island 
Duck Race and a matching 
grant from the Daniel Island 
Community Fund.

State Library Now Using 
Meebo for IM Reference 
Service
OMG! LOL. TTYL. For 
many adults over the 
age of 30, the former 
groupings of letters 
would seem incoher-
ent, but for a newer 
generation of techno-
logically-savvy young adults they can say a lot.  Many 
libraries now offer some kind of instant messaging chat 
reference service via their web sites so those who prefer 
to use instant messaging (IM) can now ask a librarian for 
assistance online.  

The State Library has recently introduced their new in-
stant messaging reference service, Ask Leo, which uses 
the free online chat service Meebo. An embedded “mee-
bo me” widget allows users to “chat” with each other 
without installing other software or plugins. Ask Leo users 
can type their questions into the meebo me chat box, 
and a librarian at the State Library will respond. 

Users may instant message a librarian at the State Li-
brary for reference assistance during regular agency 
hours, Monday – Friday from 8:30am – 5:00pm.  Visit 
www.statelibrary.sc.gov and Ask Leo today!

“During tough economic times, people turn to libraries for their incredible array of free resources, from 
computers to books, DVDs and CDs, for help with a job hunt or health information. The average annual 
cost to the taxpayer for access to this wide range of resources is about $31, the cost of one hardcover 
book. In good times or bad, libraries are a great value!” ALA President Jim Rettig, August 2�, 2008.
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October 22-24
SCLA Annual Conference, 
Greenville  Hyatt
www.scla.org

November 11
Veteran’s Day, State 
Library Closed

November 14
Children’s Librarians 
Exchange, State Library

November 19
Technical Services 
Exchange, State Library

November 21
APLA Meeting @ State 
Library
www.scapla.org

November 27-28
Thanksgiving Holidays 
State Library Closed

December 10
Branch Managers 
Exchange, State Library

December 24-26
Christmas Holidays  
State Library Closed


