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You can build up 
a kingly collection of silver 

while you save. 
The C&S Silver Savings Plan. 

Open a C&S savings account 
, with a ,deposit of $25.00 or more ( or add that amount to your present 

C&S savings account, or participate through our amomatic savings transfer plan) 
and you can buy a beautiful silver goblet-crafted in finest 

heavy silver plate by the International Silver Company, 
for only $5.99 plus sales tax. 

Purchase four goblets and you get-as a free gift-a 121/2" 
silver serving tray. Or buy eight goblets and your 

free gift is a 9" silver Revere Bowl. To get both tray 
and bowl free-collect twelve goblets. 

C&S 
the action bank" 

We do more for you. 

The Citizens ang Southern National Bank of South Carolina• Member F.D.I.C. 



At~"'} COtiliify Public Ubrary 

Now that summer's gone and winter's here, 
make your plans for a vacation at The Beech. 

Beech Mountain. Where you get some
thing out of winter. Not just get through it. 

We're located just uphill from Banner Elk, 
North Carolina. 5,600 feet up, to be exact. 

And when you come to the top, you'd 
better be prepared for a lot more than ski
ing on the highest slopes this side of the 
Rockies. Because at our Beech, you can 
toboggan down our mountains. Skate circles 
around our rink. Shop up and down our 
Bavarian Village. Dine out, in our fine 
restaurants. And oh yes, do something else 
you may not have experienced in some 
time. You can relax. In one of our 
mountainside chalets or condominiums. 

At Beech Mountain there's a lot you can 
do with winter. Whether you spend a week, 
or a weekend. 

For more information or reservations, 
write Beech Mountain Winter Vacations. 
Carolina Caribbean Corporation, 
P. 0. Box 1028, Banner Elk, North Carolina 
28604. Or call 704-387-4261. 

And go to The Beech this winter. Not 
the beach. 

~Beech Mountain 



Hustle. Muscle. Money. 
There's a new breed of mortgage banker in South Carolina. He's the man from C. Douglas Wilson Mortgage 
- now part of the NCNB Mortgage Group operating in South Carolina. North Carolina and Florida. 

Hustle. 
The man from C. Douglas Wilson Mortgage digs 
for the information you need to make financing 
decisions. He nails the loose ends down, plugs the 
holes - then looks for new ways to be useful. 
Somebody out there likes it. Our NCNB Mortgage 
Group servicing volume jumped from under 
$100 million to over $650 million in only four 
years. And our offices from 1 Oto 22. 

C. Douglas Wilson Mortgage and NCNB Mortgage Group offices are in key 
Atlantic seaboard cities. They're staffed with experts - and backed up by 

the $3.4-billion-asset NCNB Corporation. We carry the whole load: land 
acquisition, development and construction loans; long-term financing 
for residential . commercial and industrial properties. 

Money. 
We've got it - whether it's for a 40-story office building or a 
single-family residence. For long-term financing , we'll call 
in one of our major investors. Names you know and 
respect - sources who count on us for sound 
investments with modern, automated servicing. 

Put the C. Douglas Wilson Mortgage and NCNB 
Mortgage Group's hustle, muscle and money to 
work now. Call or write William C. Covington, Jr., 
President, C. Douglas Wilson Mortgage, P. 0 . Box 
10068, Greenville, S.C. 29603, (803) 271-8100. 

C.Douglas 
WIison 

Mortgage 
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20 FOOT 
MOTOR HOME 

completely insu lated. 
Roof air conditioning 
Power plant 
And many other extras 

$8995.00 

Superior Motors Inc. 
"The Little Profit Deal er " 

Pontiac • Buick 
Orangeburg, S.C. 
Phone 534-11 23 

Columbia Number 252-9631 

I. JENKINS MIKELL, JR. 

• Life Insurance 

• Pension Plans 

• Group Insurance 
• Health Insurance 

• Annuities 

New York Life Insurance Co . 
S.C.N . Center, Main St. 

P.O. Box 11803 
Columbia, S.C . 29211 

252-5657 
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I am sure that you have neyer publish
ed a story in Sandlapper that made more 
people happy than our Christmas Play 
story. We are all full of joy and pleasure 
because of it and I personally appreciate 
it more than I can tell you. 

When Mary Bennett told me that she 
wanted to do the article last year, I had 
no idea that you would use one of the 
scenes on the cover and that the finished 
product would be so beautiful. Perhaps 
you have heard that everybody in 
Charleston seems to want a copy, or that 
is what the stores feel, and Ashley Hall 
girls are buying most of them. 

Please tell all the members of your 
staff who worked with the story how 
grateful we are. 

Caroline Pardue 
Headmistress 
Ashley Hall 
Charleston, South Carolina 

I am writing in protest of the article 
"Ethnic Rip-Offs" by Buck Miller in the 
November Sandlapper; specifically the 
part about the Scottish Games and High
land Gathering at Middleton Gardens, 
Charleston, S. C. I am a member of the 
Scottish Society of Charleston which has 
sponsored the Games for the past two 
years. I have participated in both the 
individual bagpipe competition and the 
massed pipe bands at the Games. 

In his article, Mr. Miller made several 
statements which should be corrected. He 
stated that the Highland dances originat
ed in Charleston. He also complained 
about the "made-in-Charleston" meat 
pies which were served. In addition, he 
implicated that the Scottish Society was 
responsible for the quality of the mer
chandise sold at the gifts and souvenirs 
booths. 

The Highland dances have been per
formed for centuries in precisely the way 
they are today. Probably 99 percent of 
the Highland dancers who participated in 
the Games live out-of-state. There is no 
regular dancing school in Charleston that 
teaches Highland dancing. 

The meat pies were flown to Charles
ton from a factory in Detroit, Michigan, 
that makes Scottish foods. The Society 
had nothing to do with the way they 
tasted. 

The gifts and souvenirs booths were 
run by individual shops from all over the 
East. The Society had nothing to do with 
what they brought to sell or the prices 
they asked for their merchandise. 

I agree with Mr. Miller's suggestion of 
having a tea room, but foods like short
bread, Scotch eggs, and scones are rather 
expensive. The Scottish Society has limit
ed funds to put to use, since it has only 
been in existence for about a year and a 
half. 

Mr. Miller should bear in mind that the 
Scottish Games was only the second such 
event ever put on by the Scottish Society. 
In the future, perhaps, we shall "iron out 
the wrinkles" which need ironing out, 
and be able to spend more money on the 
Games. Mr. Miller did not consider any of 
this before he spouted off about our 
so-called "ethnic rip-off." 

In putting on the Games, we were not 
trying to cheat people, as Mr. Miller said. 
Mr. Miller should have authenticated his 
statements before he wrote and published 
that article for other people to see, and 
draw wrong conclusions about the 
Games. 

Nancy Bynum 
St. George, South Carolina 

It's truly unfortunate that opinions by 
some of Sandlapper's employees mar an 
otherwise good publication. Buck Miller's 
(Nov. issue) highly critical comments on 
the past Highland Games at Middleton 
Gardens, Charleston, are a case in point. 
Mr. Miller made a number of silly in
nuendos concerning mostly his "Knowl
edge" of Highland dancing and the 
dancers. His references to the dancers 
being "drilled products of Charleston's 
dancing schools" really was absurd, es
pecially since Charleston's Highland 
dancers are relative newcomers to the 
Games-although there were some fine 
dancers from North Carolina and even 
Canada. Mr. Miller was perhaps looking 
for a latrine while they were competing. 

As to his not finding any tea at the 
Games, well I had several cups before and 
after my Highland wrestling event, at the 
tea stand, served by some native-Scot 
lasses. And since many people do not 
perhaps wish to try haggis or hot scones 
( especially non-Scots), hot dogs were 
made available for them. 

As to complaining about the crowds, 
well, you can help us of the Scottish 
Society of Charleston, Mr. Miller, by not 
returning if you do not like the Games 
and that will be one less- and that's fine 
too as we Scot-Americans enjoy ourselves 

Sandlapper 



In Memoriam 
Lucille McMaster 

Mrs. McMaster was a contributor 
to and friend of Sandlapper for 
many years. We all mourn her death 
and shall miss greatly her friend
ship, talent and gentle spirit. 

as do the hundreds of other spectators to 
our gathering. 

John Anderson Morrow 
(Scottish Society of Charleston) 
Columbia, South Carolina 

To Mr. Buck Miller the men of Holy 
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church owe a 
great deal of thanks. By suggesting that 
we have young people dressed in Greek 
costumes to serve meals on fine china and 
grape juice in goblets, authentic Greek 
music with dancing girls, desserts, and 
decorations, he has shown us how easy it 
would be to convert our church building 
into a supper club . 

This dinner which Mr. Miller attended 
and was so disappointed in is by no 
means an annual affair. Apparently Mr. 
Miller did not realize that this dinner was 
advertised as a take-out meal with the 
menu printed on the tickets . Tables and 
chairs were set up for the convenience of 
those people who wanted to eat in the 
church hall. 

It was by no means the intention of 
the "modern descendants of Pericles and 
Aristophanes" to misinform the public 
about this fund-raising project which was 
sponsored by the men of the church. 

If authenticity is what Mr. Miller 
desires rather than a taste of a different 
culture, I suggest he fly to Greece for a 
minimum of $600. Even better, he can 
dine often at a local drive-in restaurant 
and have an All-American hot dog for 
much less. 

Nicholas P. Mandanis 
Columbia , South Carolina 

We were greatly dismayed by the 
derogatory account in your November 
issue (Page 9) of the recent "Greek 
Food" event sponsored by the Greek 
Orthodox Church of Columbia as a Sun
day School fund raising project. The 
article was signed by one Buck Miller . 

Perhaps most dismaying was the fact 
that your magazine permitted a church 
sponsored benefit to be labeled an "eth

(Continued on page 6) 
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nic rip-off' (gyp). The fact is that a 
sizeable meal of Greek oriented food was 
served both on the premises (the Com
munity Center) and in containers for 
taking out. Price of the meal was a 
nominal $2.25. 

The menu consisted of a quarter 
pound of marinated, grilled sirloin beef 
tips on skewer, rice pilaf style cooked 
with chicken broth, a cut of spinach pie, 
a Greek style bean salad, and rolls. Some 
2,000 servings were made with nary an 
audible complaint. We regret that it was 
impossible to serve all the food piping hot 
to such a large turnout as Mr. Miller 
would have wished. 

This event was in no way an "ethnic 
celebration" or "annual Greek Dinner" as 
stated by Mr. Miller in his critique. Thus 
there were no special ethnic Greek sur
roundings, decorations, or Greek folk 
dancing demonstrations such as your 
writer apparently expected. Recorded 
Greek music was played during the day, 
but perhaps not loud enough for Mr. 
Miller to hear. 

The food served was exactly as adver
tised and listed on the tickets to the 
affair. We doubt if your critic will ever 
gain fame as one of the last "big spend
ers." 

Angelo Tsiantis, President 
Board of Directors 
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church 
Columbia, South Carolina 

I am writing to vigorously protest a 
completely unfair piece "Ethnic Rip-off' 
(stealing) by Buck Miller in the Nov. 
1973 issue of Sandlapper. If it is a news 
article it is grossly inaccurate and untrue. 
If it is an editorial it is unconscionable 
and not justified by the facts. I cannot 
recall when I have seen more vicious and 
more uninformed writing. 

I make no comment on Columbia's 
Greek Festival as I have no knowledge of 
it, but the ones in Charleston have been 
great. However, I feel I can comment on 
the Charleston Scottish Games. I have 
attended every Highland Game held in 
the Southeast for the past five years and 
have helped in most of them, so I do have 
a basis for comparison. Let's look at 
Miller's diatribe. 

The admission is the same (advance) as 
a ticket to Middleton Place Gardens on 
any day, so whatever the Games were or 
were not they were 'free' so to speak. 
Miller probably came in on a Press pass 
anyway. 

He is most contradictory. He says "the 
Games were interesting . . . the Caber 
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Toss ... Wrestling ... Sheaf toss .. . 
Stone, Weight and Hammer throws .. . 
the Pipes and Drumming Groups good .. . 
the grounds alive with colorful Tartans 
and Plaids ... the setting was lovely . . . 
but except for these ... " Except for 
these!!!! What else is there? That's all 
there is to Highland Games except for the 
fellowship and the dancing competition, 
about which he proceeds to exhibit his 
great lack of knowledge and slyly slips in 
his first slam at Charleston. As a matter 
of record there was not one dancer from 
Charleston in the competition. The 
winner was a renowned dancer from 
Canada. The others came from Florida, 
Georgia, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, 
and D. C. to name a few. Most perfection 
does not just happen but is "carefully 
drilled." 

Advance publicity did not "stress that 
booths would serve Scottish Foods" (see 
enclosed ad). The ad said "Authentic 
Highland Food" and there was, in suf
ficient quantities to have a small amount 
left at the end of the day. There were any 
number of Scottish Foods served by the 
"Scottish Lassies," a club here in Charles
ton made up of Scottish girls and women 
now living in Charleston. This food was 
prepared in their homes on a volunteer 
basis and sold by them for their benefit. 
But what do they know about Scottish 
Foods-they were only born and raised in 
Scotland. There is no way this small club 
of ladies could possibly feed four to five 
thousand people. 

As a matter of accomodation to the 
crowd we asked a caterer to come and 
serve snacks and barbecue and also asked 
two Scout Troops to come and sell that 
"famous Greek drink" and hot dogs. This 
they did at no cost or profit to the 
Society. As for the meat pies and bridies 
they were excellent, I had several. The 
ones last year were flown· in and the ones 
this year came in by special courier from 
this country's largest producer of Scottish 
foods, located in Pennsylvania. These 
were brought in at great expense and 
practically no profit. If the one Miller got 
was cold (they are often eaten cold in 
Scotland) the ladies would have been glad 
to replace it or stick it back in the 
micro-wave oven for 30 seconds or to 
refund his money if he had but asked. 

Tent space is rented to the souvenir 
shops and they sell what they like. I have 
never seen anyone pressured to buy from 
them. Apparently Miller has not attended 
many Games. They are traditionally held 
in meadows and fields where one seldom 
finds grandstands. However, there were 
acres of grass plus many picnic tables for 

those too weak to stand. Anyone that 
just has to have a chair for the few hours 
of these Games is not cut out for any
thing more strenuous than swiveling a 
desk chair and should stick to that. Any 
Scot would be more hardy. 

"What could they have done? Set up a 
tea shop." Middleton Gardens has a tea 
shop and restaurant that was open serving 
a complete menu. All the "nice things" 
scones, treacle tarts, etc., would have 
required more accommodations than it 
would have been physically or economi
cally possible to set up for one day a 
year. The Games are not supposed to be a 
big picnic. I found the restrooms to be 
ample the two times I needed them, no 
line at all. 

Dig number two: "Charleston-made" 
meat pies. Not so-Pennsylvania made. He 
simply does not care enough to ascertain 
the truth. 

I enclose for information some op
posite view points from people who know 
and who matter. They are representative 
of many I personally received as well as 
the ones received by other Society mem
bers. I, as well as the many other fine 
honest Scotsmen involved in these Games 
strongly resent a writer of this ilk being 
allowed to spew out his vituperous slan
der through your magazine. You or he 
have no right to accuse anyone of cheat
ing, dishonesty, stealing and lack of in
tegrity unless you have complete knowl
edge of the facts, irrefutable proof and 
are prepared to defend your statements in 
a court of law. 

I firmly believe Sandlapper and Buck 
Miller owes to the people of The Scottish 
Society of Charleston, S. C. a public 
apology and a full retraction and repudia
tion of this slanderous article. 

E.F.Holcombe 
Director Field Events 
Charleston Highland Games 
and Scottish Gathering 
Charleston, South Carolina 

This is a letter of rebuttal to the recent 
article in the Sandlapper criticizing the 
recent Charleston Highland Games held at 
Middleton Place September 22. 

If I were an officer of the Charleston 
Highland Games I would seriously con
template legal action against the Sand
lapper Press for slanderous and libelous 
statements contained in the above 
mentioned article. Re "What these ethnic 
celebrations are doing is patently dis
honest. They are cashing in on the desire 
of people to experience a taste of other 

(Continued on page 8) 
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from behind ~ 
the palmettOs 

~ 

February is Mardi Gras time in 
Charleston as well as New Orleans. The 
descendants of the early French residents 
of the Port City maintain their ancestors' 
time-honored tradition of celebrating the 
last day before Lent with every bit as 
much enthusiasm-but considerably less 
noise and confusion-as their counter
parts in New Orleans. As they do with all 
celebrations, Charlestonians make this 
one uniquely their own. 

The Red Stockings Revue is well on its 
way to becoming a tradition in the midlands 
area. For 12 years the Junior Woman's Club 
of Columbia has produced a musical song 
and dance revue in the grand manner of 
Broadway, with the proceeds going to chari
ty. This year we take a look at the ladies
and their husbands-who shed their normal 
routines once every year to become chorus 
girls, stagehands, promoters and stars. 

Have you ever gazed up at some expensively 
commissioned oil portrait of a friend or relative, 
gazing at you from above the mantel, and felt that 
the portrait was returning your look with a certain 
amount of condescension? If so, you can imagine 
what Charlestonians experience each time they 
behold the famous Trumbull portrait of George 
Washington, commissioned by the early city 
fathers, in which the horse's rear is firmly and 
undeniably right before your eyes. Writer Gale 
Young of Charleston sheds some new light on the 
question of whether or not the painting was 
intended as an insult to Charleston's aesthetic 
sensibilities. 

February 1974 

Cover: Now that the thermostats are turned 
down and the winter winds are whistling 
outside our homes, this is a good time to take a 
new look at the ancient art of quilting. Writer 
Gary Dickey of Lexington and photographer 
Richard Taylor take a look at the renaissance of 
interest in this beautiful and functional craft as 
practiced by devotees here in South Carolina. 
The quilt featured on our cover is done in the 
Double Irish Chain pattern and is now in the 
possession of Mrs. Nellie Dominick. It was 
made by her grandmother and is over 100 years 
old. Photo by Richard Taylor. 

QUALITY STEREO COMPONENTS 
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Service Hotline 
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details 
5210 Two Notch Road (US No. 1) 

Near China Royal 
Sales 
786-4510 

Service Hotline 
786-4512 

THE BENJAMIN COMPANY, INC. 

Light From The Past 

Classic lamps, recreated 
in distressed antique brass, 
by Stiffel artisans. 

of Columbia 
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cultures, and the people are being cheat
ed." Not only is this an unfair statement, 
but it is also a great lie. Let us set the 
record straight; a point at a time. 

The entrance fee to the Games was $3 
for adults, $1 for children. For this fee a 
family could spend the day touring Mid
dleton Gardens, (a most educational 
experience, well worth the entrance 
price), watching authentic Scottish ath
letic competition (nine different events), 
watching highland dancing and listening 
to some very good pipe music. Heaven 
sent down magnificent weather that day; 
and I have never seen better family 
entertainment than a Scottish games at 
Middleton Gardens in good weather. In a 
nation where it costs $4 to see "Last 
Tango in Paris," $7 to play eighteen holes 
of golf, $5 for a fraternity beer bust, and 
$12 for a tank of gas what sort of 
un-informed, self-proclaimed arbiter 
would say people were cheated because it 
cost $3 for a day of healthy sunshine at 
Middleton Gardens? 

The writer of the article seemed upset 
because there was more American food 
on hand than Scottish. If he should ever 
go to the Braemar Games in Scotland he 
would probably find more hot dogs than 
treacle tarts. And those weiners might 
also be Mr. Armour's since Armour is an 
ancient Scottish name. 

He also got atrophied legs from stand
ing; why did not he sit as my family and 
scores of others did? 

This was the second year for the 
Charleston Games, and the attendance 
was up markedly so they must be pleasing 
at least some people. These Games are a 
lot of work to prepare and require a great 
deal of volunteer effort; the people who 
do this work and the people who enjoy 
attending the Games would just as soon 
the nit-pickers and scoffers stay home , at 
least I do. 

I have been to a number of Highland 
Games and the Charleston Games, believe 
me , is among the best, especially in 
organization and setting; a real joy for the 
spectator and participant alike. 

Excuse me if I have been too indignant 
but I do not appreciate anyone getting a 
raw deal. 

Ronald J. Short 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina 

The column "Of Peacocks and Lilies" 
presents the personal opinions of Mr. 
Miller, which are not always shared by 
Sandlapper. His comments are, however, 
honest reactions and are made in the 
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interest of constructive criticism, positive 
as well as negative, and not with personal 
malice toward any individual or organiza
tion. We sincerely hope that whenever 
any reader disagrees with opinions stated 
in "Of Peacocks and Lilies," he or she 
will avail himself of the Readers' Com
ments department and allow his own 
voice to be heard; and naturally we hope 
that you will also let us know whenever 
you find his comments valid and con
structive. Ed. 

I enjoyed reading the article "Mark 
Burnham" by Robert T. Stubbs in your 
December issue of Sandlapper! 

My father and Mr. Stubbs' father were 
very close friends for many, many years 
and they both sold the first Johnson 
Outboard Motors in the states of Georgia 
and South Carolina respectively . 

Mr. Burnham was an excellent machin
ist, and modified several racing outboard 
motors for me when I was a youngster 
living in Columbia and doing a lot of 
outboard racing back in the late twenties 
and early thirties. (To make them "hot"!) 

I should be grateful if you will furnish 
me with Bob Stubbs' current address as I 
have lost track of him for several years . 

J. Carroll Gasque , Jr. 
Murrells Inlet , South Carolina 

I looked at the November issue of 
Sandlapper and could hardly believe you 
would show the pictures of the "Coon 
Hunt." 

I have two sons who Jove to hunt and 
fish-however- they do not kill for the 
sheer love of killing- the game is used and 
given to those who will use it but not left 
to rot. 

As a member of "Defenders of Wild
life" and both "National and Interna
tional Wildlife" , I can't believe that this 
sort of thing is considered a Sport. To 
surround an animal and force him to be 
torn apart alive is medieval-I know there 
are those who will say there's nothing the 
matter with just killing a raccoon, and ifl 
was a farmer whose crop had been de
stroyed by raccoons-I'd be inclined to 
get a trap that would not harm the animal 
and move him elsewhere . 

I do hope in the future you can 
upgrade some of your articles-I think 
you have an excellent magazine. But must 
you show a "Sportsmobile" slaughter of 
an innocent animal? 

By the way- we subscribe to S. C. 
Wildlife and I don't remember pictures 

like yours that accompanied the article 
"Hunting the Ring-Tailed Roarer" even if 
it was written by the editor emeritus. 

Just wanted you to know how one 
reader feels about all animals. 

Jeanne M. Stakeman 
Bennettsville, South Carolina 

I read with great interest the fine 
article by Colin Dangaard about a great 
man, Paul Robsky, The Last of The 
Untouchables. His accomplishments are 
indeed noteworthy. Few lawmen compile 
such enviable records and survive to 
retirement age. 

Fortunately we in South Carolina have 
one of these great gentlemen as one of 
our citizens who became a legend in his 
own lifetime by the fearless and impec
cable manner in which he performed as a 
"Revoneer" - Mr. Henderson P. Clary, 
4007 Sylvan Drive, Columbia, S. C. Coin
cidentally, he was a Marine, as was Mr. 
Robsky. He has retired from the Alcohol 
Tax Division of The U. S. Treasury 
Department. 

I have had the honor and pleasure of 
knowing Mr. Clary for many, many years 
and know of his many exploits and 
escapades in enforcing the laws that were 
assigned his office. He has always had a 
reputation of a law officer who could not 
be "bought" by anyone and who was 
held in the highest esteem and respect by 
everyone, law abiding citizen and law
breaker alike. 

The recounting of Mr. Robsky's ex
periences are exciting but to sit and listen 
to Mr. Clary recall some of the events in 
his law-enforcing (corn likker) are hair
raising. I know of his modesty but I feel 
sure he would share some of his experi
ences as a "revoneer" covering the entire 
nation. 

Would that we had more "super-cops" 
as Mr. Robsky and Mr. Clary. 

W. Athell Yon 
Charleston, South Carolina 

We enjoy Sandlapper, especially about 
old houses . There are so many waiting to 
live again , to be loved, and to bring 
happiness into the lives of those who give 
them a second chance. 

I grew up in one built before 1820. My 
present home was started in 1837, and I 
love it! 

Bertha S. Cain 
Sumter, South Carolina 
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well as no critics, musical composers 
or painters." 

It is impossible to assess the entire 
South, but the purpose of these two 
columns is to assess progress and to 
examine how far South Carolina has or 
has not progressed in these areas dur
ing the SO years since Mencken penned 
those pungent words. Museums, gal
leries and symphony orchestras were 
discussed in last month's column. 

Continuing with Mr. Mencken's 
criteria for a cultural environment, 
does South Carolina have a single 
opera house? Yes and no. There is an 
old opera house which has been re
stored in Abbeville, but it isn't used 
for opera. And of course that was not 
what Mr. Mencken was talking about 
anyway. He was talking about opera 
houses which present operas, and the 
answer is an unqualified no. There are 
several opera producing groups in the 
state: the Charleston Opera Company, 
the Columbia Lyric Theatre, the Caro
lina Opera Guild in Aiken, plus opera 
producing efforts at several colleges
Columbia College, USC, Furman, Con
verse and Bob Jones-which offer from 
one to three operas a year performed 
by a mixture of professional, semipro
fessional and amateur talent. Given the 
limited audience appeal which opera 
has always had in this country, how
ever, the expense and difficulty of 
producing quality opera ( even in large 
metropolitan areas like New York they 
run a continuous deficit), the prog
nosis for improvement or change in 
the status of opera in the state does 
not seem particularly likely. 

The situation in theatre is some
thing else. It appears likely that an 
improvement in the status of theatre 
in the state is on the horizon, and all 
one can say is, "It's about time." 
Mencken's theatre indictment was that 
the "South does not possess a single 
theatre devoted to decent [ substitute 
'quality' for 'decent'] plays." The 
statement was true about South Caro
lina in 1920, and up to a couple of 
months ago South Carolina still did 
not have a single professional theatre 
producing quality theatre. The key 
words here are professional and quali
ty. There is lots of theatre activity in 
the state, and almost every community 
of any size has some sort of com
munity theatre group: 38 of them, as a 
matter of fact. And with the dinner 
theatres and the college drama groups, 
there are some 60 different theatres in 
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the state. Only one group calls itself a 
professional theatre, and a kind heart 
prevents me from mentioning the 
group's name or making any comment 
about the dubious quality of its pro
ductions. The quality of the college/ 
university and community productions 
ranges from outright bad to fair, with 
an occasional production reaching the 
level of a "good community/college 
show." These plays serve their pur
poses-recreational, educational, cul
tural, and do expose the public and 
students to live theatre. But the thea
tre they are exposed to, although 
serving a purpose, is not quality pro
fessional theatre. And a state with the 
resources and the potential of South 
Carolina should have at least one 
professional theatre at the disposal of 
its citizenry. Apparently others are of 
the same persuasion, and the South 
Carolina Arts Commission has develop
ed a small mobile South Carolina 
ensemble group (SCORE). Although 
still very young, SCORE has received 
much praise throughout the state. 

In the public monument depart
ment ( and I include public buildings in 
the classification) I believe the state 
does a bit better. If you can forget or 
ignore the colossal failure of that thing 
up on Roper Mountain, and the mis
takes made in design and/ or construc
tion or both in the Charles Towne 
Landing Pavillion, and pass on to other 
items, South Carolina has some rather 
extraordinary public monuments and 
public buildings. Those mentioned do 
not by any means constitute a compre
hensive list-merely some favorites. 
But South Carolina can be justly 
proud of structures such as the Deer
ing-Milliken Research Center in 
Spartanburg, the Darlington County 
Courthouse, the News-Piedmont Build
ing in Greenville, the Duke Visitors' 
Center, the Greenville Little Theatre, 
the Greenwood County Courthouse, 
the Physical Education Building and 
the Miller Whittaker Library at South 
Carolina State, St. John's Lutheran 
Church in Clinton, the Undergraduate 
Library, the women's dormitories, the 
Humanities Building and the Coliseum 
at USC, the Art and Science Complex 
and Physics Lab and the R. M. Cooper 
Library at Clemson, the Oak-Read 
Apartments for the Elderly, the U. S. 
Post Office, the Senate Plaza Apart
ments, the Municipal Parking Garage 
and WNOK Studios in Columbia and 

(Continued on page 40) 

happenings 
All activities to be considered for 

the Calendar of Events must be sent 
directly to the Events Editor, Sand
lapper Press, Inc., P.O. Box 1668, 
Columbia, South Carolina 29202, 
no later than 45 days prior to the 
first of the month in which the 
activity will occur. 

cinema 
FEBRUARY 

6 
ROCK HILL Winthrop College, Byrnes Auditorium ··1·orb1dden 

G-.1mcs," 7 p .m. 
10 

CLEMSON- Oemson University, Holtzendorff YMCA -"llicit Inter
lude," 8 p.m. 

dance 
FEBRUARY 

12 
ROCK HILL Winthrop College, Byrnes Auditorium Jose Molinas 

Bailes Espanoles, 8 p .m. 
HARTSVILLE- Coker College, Center Theatre C'oker C'ollq?c Dancers, 

8p.m. 

lectures 
FEBRUARY 

5 
CLEMSON - Qemson University Tillman Hall Auditorium Lecture by 

David Brinkley of NBC News, 7 p.m. 
6 

CHARLESTON- The College of Cbarlcston English Coffee Hour, Dr. 
Robert W. Achurch, Speaker, 3:30 p.m. 

GREENVILLE furman University, McAlister Auditorium "A Dia
logue on the Future of the Church," Will Campbell, Commi1tee of 
Southern Olurchmen, Nashville, and Luther Copeland, Southea~tem 
Seminary, Wake forest , 9:25 a.m. 

7 
CHARLESTON The College of Cbarleston-.. Transportation Alterna

tives for rhe I uture," Professor Robert Paaswell, State University of 
New York at Buffalo. 

12 
GREl·NVILLE Wade Hampton High School Kiwanis Travelogue 

Prci'ICnts "Romantic Austria." George Wilhelm, Speaker, 7:30 p.m. 
11-12 

DUE WEST Erskine College-Dr. Oswald J . Hoffman, Lecturer . 11 
a.m. and 7:30 p.m. 

14 
CLEMSON Qemson University , l>Jnicl Hall Auditorium "The Prcs1-

denl's l·ore1gn Pohcy Machine," Marion D. Irish , Senior I cllow at 
the Woodrow Wilson lntcmat1onal Center for Scholars, 3 :30 p m. 

GREENVILLE - Thomas F. Parker Audilorium .. Morence," Mr. and 
Mrs. Hamson Trammell, Speakers, 7:30 p.m. 

20 
CHARLESTON College of Cbarleston - Ens(ish Coffee Hour, Dr. 

Dennis Goldsberry , Speaker , 3 :30 p.m. 
22 

GREENVILLE - Bob Jones University, Concert Center Symposium on 
''The Nature of Authority" by the Bob Jones University's Dcpan
ments of History, English and Bible, 7:30 p.m. 

26 
CLEMSON C1emson University , Tillman Hall Auditorium Jeane 

Dixon, Speaker, 7 p.m. 

Sandlapper 



T
he Bicentennial buildup is sure to 
focus attention on Charleston's 
famous painting of George Washing-

ton. The portrait by Col. John Trumbull, 
eminent Revolutionary period artist, 
hangs in Charleston's City Hall and is 
viewed annually by thousands of tourists. 

Like the city's gardens and historic 
houses, the painting is a must for sight
seers. With its seemingly insulting view of 
Washington's mount (the horse's rear is 
turned to the viewer), the portrait is 
probably viewed more as a curiosity than 
as an art treasure. 

Charlestonians know the story of how 
city fathers commissioned the painting to 
commemorate Washington's historic visit 
to the city in 1791 and how the artist's 
first painting was rejected as too 
militaristic, so the fathers demanded that 
a second painting be done. The original 
painting, entitled "Washington Before the 
Battle of Princeton," hangs in the Yale 
Gallery of Fine Arts in New Haven, Conn. 

Less known, however, is the existence 
in Charleston of an impressive needle
work copy of the original painting, a 
copy which was made for the Centennial 
celebration. The needlework copy, now 
hanging in The Citadel Mess Hall, was 
done by Miss Jeannie Whittemore of 
Connecticut and her two sisters. It took 
the three women more than a year to 
complete the masterpiece, for which Miss 
Whittemore was presented an award for 
excellence in skill and workmanship at 
the Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia 
in 1876. 

Contrary to the current Bicentennial 
plans calling for celebrations across the 
United States, the Centennial was marked 
by one central exposition in Philadelphia 
where the best exhibits were sent. (It was 
at this exhibition that the famous paint
ing "Spirit of '76" made its resounding 
debut.) 

Miss Whittemore's needlework portrait 
was an eye-popper then and still is. The 
tapestry, an amazing 5 by 7 feet, is a 
combination of carefully shaded gros 
point and cross-stitch. Gold beads em
bellish the epaulettes, watch fob, brass 
button, saber and horse's harness. The 
steed's teeth are glistening white beads. 

The work, an art treasure itself, was 
contributed to The Citadel in 1956 by 
Mrs. Lyman Whittemore Rhodes of 
Charleston, whose late husband was a 
nephew of Miss Whittemore. Mrs. 
Rhodes says unfortunately she does not 
have more details of the needlework 
portrait. Perhaps Miss Whittemore's 
handiwork represented some city, or even 
the state of Connecticut, at the Centen-
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His'ccric Pcr'crai'cs 
cf George Washington 

By Gale Young 

nial exposition; but Mrs. Rhodes is not 
sure. 

Having this historic and unusual copy 
of the first portrait is further enhance
ment to Charleston's Washington portrait, 
which is frequently rumored to be the 
object of purchase attempts. Jacqueline 
Kennedy is said to have attempted to 
obtain the portrait during her refurbish
ing of the White House. But Charles
tonians would just as soon part with St. 
Philip's spire as give up the Washington 
portrait. 

Trumbull (1756-1843), the youngest 
of six children of Gov. Jonathan Trum
bull of Connecticut and the brother of 
another governor of the state, was 
"emphatically well-born," to quote the 
Dictionary of American Biography. He 
was, however, born with a defect and 
suffered convulsions as a child due to 
overlapping of the bones in his cranium; 
and at the age of 4 or 5 he severely 
injured his left eye. Gilbert Stuart, paint
er of the famous rendition of Washington 
on the dollar bill, once puzzled over one 
of Trumbull's drawings, according to the 

dictionary, and remarked, "This looks as 
if it was drawn by a man with but one 
eye." 

In spite of his defects Trumbull was a 
child prodigy who read Greek at the age 
of 6, was ready for college at age 12 and 
graduated from Harvard in 1773 at age 
17, the youngest boy in the class. 

Trumbull's penchant for drawing was 
disparaged by his father, who tried every 
means to steer the young man away from 
an art career. At the outbreak of the 
Revolution his father secured him an 
appointment as an aide to Gen. Joseph 
Spencer of the 1st Connecticut Regiment. 

Trumbull's accurate drawings of 
British gun emplacements first brought 
him to the attention of Gen. Washington, 
who subsequently appointed Trumbull as 
his second aide-de-camp on July 27, 
1775. Dissatisfied in the post, Trumbull 
served less than a month. 

Trumbull's life was, however, to be 
touched by Washington again and again. 
A struggling artist in London in 1780, 
Trumbull negotiated a loan through his 
father's Amsterdam bankers, M. de Neuf-
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ville and Sons, and in return he painted 
for the firm a full-length portrait of 
Washington. 

Engraved copies of the portrait issued 
in 1781 were the first authentic likenesses 
of Washington published in Europe, 
where people were curious to know more 
about this American hero. 

Though he spent many of his produc
tive years abroad, Trumbull achieved 
fame through his portrayals of 
contemporary American history. Among 
his first works was "The Battle of Bunker 
Hill." 

From 1787-1789 Trumbull resided 
with Thomas Jefferson in Paris and 
painted portraits of many French and 
British military officers . 

Upon his return to the States, Trum
bull stayed in Charleston most of 1791, 
the year of Washington's visit, and part of 
1792 as the guest of Chief Justice of the 
United States John Rutledge. While in the 
Port City he painted miniatures of Revo· 
lutionary figures Edward Rutledge, Johr 
Faucheraud Grimke , Henry Laurens 
Lawrence Manning, William Moultrie 
Thomas Pinckney, William Lough ton 
Smith and Daniel Morgan. When he visit
ed again in 1793, he did a portrait of 
Jacob Read. 

Like Washington, Carolinians are inter
woven in Trumbull's works. He painted 
likenesses of Mordecai Gist and John 
Laurens in "Surrender of Cornwallis" and 
Jacob Read in "Resignation of Gen. 
Washington" and the four signers from 
South Carolina in his famous "Declara
tion of Independence," which took eight 
years to complete. In 179 3 in Providence, 
R.I., Trumbull did a portrait of Jonathan 
Maxcy, who later became the first presi
dent of S. C. College, now the University 
of South Carolina. 

The Charleston City Council passed a 
resolution on May 7, 1791, requesting 
Washington to sit for a portrait by Trum
bull "in order that it may be placed in the 
City Hall, as the most lasting testimony 
of their attachment to his person; to 
commemorate his arrival in the metro
polis of this State, and to hand down to 
posterity the remembrance of the man to 
whom they are so much indebted for the 
blessings of peace, liberty and independ
ence." William Smith was put in charge of 
negotiations for the portrait; and it was 
he who refused the first rendering. 

Whether or not Trumbull's second 
painting was actually a thumb of the nose 
at Charleston for refusing the first is a 
matter for musing. It must be noted in all 
fairness that Trumbull was gracious, at 
least in retrospect, in accepting the rejec-
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tion. He wrote in his autobiography : 

In 1792, I was again in Philadelphia, and 
there painted the portrait of General 
Washington, which is now placed in the 
gallery at New Haven , the best certainly 
of those which I painted , and the best, in 
my estimation, which exists, in his 
heroic military character. The City of 
Charleston, S. C., instructed by William 
R. [sic] Smith, one of the representa
tives of South Carolina, to employe me 
to paint, for them a portrait of the Great 
Man, and I undertook it con amore, (as 
the commission was unlimited), meaning 
to give his military character, in the most 
sublime moment of its exertion , the 
evening previous to the Battle of Prince
ton . . . The result was in my own 
opinion, eminently successful, and the 
general was satisfied. But it did not meet 
the views of Mr. Smith . He admired , he 
was personally pleased, but he thought 
the city would be better satisfied with a 
more matter-of-fact likeness, such as 
they had recently seen him - calm , tran
quil, peaceful. 
Oppressed as the President was with 
business, I was reluctant to ask him to sit 
again. I, however, waited upon, stated 
Mr. Smith's objection, and he cheerfully 
submitted to a second penance, adding, 
'Keep this picture for yourself, Mr. 
Trumbull, and finish it to your own 
taste.' I did so- another was painted for 
Charleston, agreeable to their taste - a 
view of the city in the background, a 
horse, with scenery , and plants of the 
climate . 

After the Charleston paintings, his 
subscriptions dwindled; and Trumbull, 
who had been considered the best por
trait painter in America with the excep-

This second Trumbull 
portrait of Wash
ington hangs in the 
Charleston City 
Hall: Its seemingly 
insulting pose 
of the steed is a well 
known feature of 
the portrait. The needle
work rendition of 
the Trumbull portrait 
(page 11) was done 
by Jeannie Whittemore 
and her two sisters 
and won a prize at the 
Centennial Exhibition 
in Philadelphia in 1876. 
The needlework por
trait now hangs in The 
Citadel Mess Hall. 

-Photos by Bill Murton 

tion of Stuart , abandoned his painting, 
never to resume it with similar fervor. 

In 1817 Trumbull was commissioned 
by Congress to paint four large works for 
the Rotunda in the Capitol. The last 
notable undertaking by Trumbull , the 
paintings were completed in 1824. 

In 1832 he contributed his unsalable 
paintings , including the original Charles
ton work, to Yale University to establish 
the Trumbull Gallery , the first art muse
um connected with an educational insti
tution. The gallery has since been expand
ed to the Yale Gallery of Fine Arts. 

Washington Irving, in his Life of 
George Washington , called the Trumbull 
portrait in New Haven "the most spirited 
portrait of Washington that exists
freedom worthy of the name, drawn from 
life." 

Artist Charles Fraser , in his "Reminis
cences of Charleston," commented on the 
true-to-life likeness of Trumbull's por
traits of Washington, and added : 

After this period, age and increasing 
cares altered the General's appearance, 
besides the use of false teeth, so that 
when Mr. Stuart painted him in 1794 , in 
his Presidential suit of black velvet, and 
with powdered hair, he looked, a very 
different person. Still, it is universally 
allowed that Mr. Stuart's portrait was a 
striking likeness, and, it will , in all 
probability , be the picture to transmit 
his features to posterity . 

Gale Young is assistant women's editor 
for the Charleston News and Courier. 
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"Show biz" in Columbia? You bet! For 
the past 12 years, South Carolinians 
have enjoyed the best of Broadway 

by attending the Red Stockings Revue. 
Red Stockings is sponsored by the Junior 
Woman's Club of Columbia in order to 
help the Community Center for Mentally 
Retarded Children and several other 
worthwhile organizations. The Revue is 
produced and directed by Jerome H. 
Cargill Productions of New York City, 
but features an all-local cast. 

Although the director and the cos
tumes arrive only a few weeks before 
opening night, preparations for the show 
begin months ahead as girls sell tickets for 
each performance and sell advertising 
space for the programs which are present
ed to the audience each night. Eye-catch
ing walking ads are purchased by Colum
bia merchants. On show nights, girls wear 
special costumes and hats that are design
ed to represent each business. The hats 
are often decorated with pizzas, trucks, 
shoes or floral arrangements and definite
ly get the businesses the attention they 
desire. 

Once the director arrives, club mem
bers, neighbors and friends in the Colum
bia area rehearse at least once and some
times twice a day for three hours at a 
time depending on how many numbers 
they are in. Even the weather does not 
alter the hectic pace. Rehearsals contin
ued for the cast of last year's Red 
Stockings although the rest of Columbia 
was immobilized by the snowstorm which 
blanketed the city in February. 

For the past several years these re
hearsals have been .held at the Carolina 
Children's Home. During morning re
hearsals, club members use the facilities 
of Trenholm Road United Methodist 
Church to provide a nursery for small 
children of members of the cast and crew. 

When these once-a-year chorus girls are 
not rubbing their aching muscles or going 
over the routine "one more time," they 
are busy helping build props and scenery. 
This work is not begun until after the 
director arrives and the chairmen learn 
what is needed. Atthis point work begins 
at a furious pace-buying paint, collecting 
cardboard and getting wood for frame 
supports. All scenery is built in these 
three weeks by club members, friends and 
volunteers. The props are either made in a 
similar manner or are borrowed from 
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cooperative merchants and friends. 
Husbands are truly an indispensable 

part of each production. Whether they 
are lending moral support to weary wives, 
performing extra chores at home or 
helping the audience park cars on show 
nights, these men are vital to the success 
of each show. Many husbands are able to 
arrange their schedules so that they, too, 
can be on stage. Some have discovered 
hidden (or not-so-hidden) talents as 
vocalists and comedians. Both husbands 

and wives agree that the chance to be a 
part of the theatre and the fun is well 
worth the necessary hard work. 

In addition to the grand entertainment 
Red Stockings offers South Carolinians, 
the show also contributes to a fuller life 
for many young citizens in our state. 
Several charities benefit from Red Stock
ings, but the overwhelming majority of 
the proceeds go to the Community 
Center for the Mentally Retarded which 
is affectionately known as "Happy 

Time." The center, which serves trainable 
retarded children in the midlands area, 
was adopted as the club's permanent 
project in 1955. The first Red Stockings 
Revue was held in 1961 in order to raise 
funds for an expansion of the center's 
physical plant. Since that time, the Junior 
Woman's Club of Columbia has contrib
uted in excess of $120,000 to Happy 
Time Center. Additional classrooms, a 
new multipurpose room, kitchen and 
teachers' lounge were recently completed, 
allowing the school to accommodate up 
to 100 children. 

Happy Time's governing authority is a 
board of 18 voting directors, and the 
academic program is under the guidance 
of School District One with Mrs. Cecil 
Brearley as the director. Support for the 
center is also received from participating 
school districts and the United Fund. 

The Red Stockings Revue proves that 
it is possible for a community organiza
tion to enjoy raising money for a worth
while cause. For the actors and the 
students at Happy Time, it is an under
taking of mutual benefit. And, as they 
say, "A good time is had by all." 

Mrs. Sterling Laney Jr. is a member of the 
Junior Woman's Club of Columbia. 
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In its first year of racing 
NATIONAL CHAMPION "D" PRODUCTION 

1973 ROAD ATLANTA 
Driven by Lee Mueller Prepared by Huffaker Engineering 

=~ (; .1 miles per gallon 
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DIRECT QUOTE: 
MOTOR TREND MILEAGE TEST 

The guys at British-Leyland asked that we throw 
this into the economy run. With its four valve per 
cylinder four, a suspension that begs to be rough
housed, a right-on tranny, and a more than nod
ding kinship to earlier Austin-Healey sixes, this is 
the best all-around, pure English sports car any
where. Its makers make no claims whatsoever that 
it's an "economy" car, but a fuel cost per mile of 
1.65 cents and a delivery of 60.685 miles for a 
dollar's gas are better than claims made by some 
guys who do huckster economy cars. This is a 
good one. (MOTOR TREND, AUG. '73) 

The Sports Car People 

S 84 KING ST. Charleston, S.C. S 77-4060 

Sand lap per 



" 

ot,s, lost ca Us and lost motion 
:tyfuyour company or business. 

you do about it? Talk to your 
Southern Bell Communications Specia~ist. He'll 
thoroughly analyze your present 
communications system and compare it to your 
needs-both present and future. If he th~nks 
what you've got is fine, he"II tell you so. If he 
thinks it's costing you time and money, he may 
recommend some of the equipment above. 

Why not invest just a minute of your valuable 
time and find out? Call 800-241-8937 toll free 
between 8:30and 5 PM, Monday thru Friday. (In 

. Georgia the toll free numb~r is 800-282-8916.) 
A. Card Dialer Sets let you "dial" quickly and 

· automatically with individual plastic cards. 
Each card is completely interchangeable among 

·a11 Card Dialing-sets and there is no Vimit to the 
number of cards which may be coded and used. 

B. Speaker Phones let you quickly set up 
direct conferences and meetings by phorre and 
talk hands·free-whether it's across town or 
across the country. Designed to be flexible, 
these models feature exceptionally clear voice 
transmission. 

C. Data-Phone® Data Sets provide a means 
of.quick efficient input/output communication 
with EDP equipment over the nationwide 
telephone network. · ., . • 

D. PBX Systems offer such features as direct 
inside or outside dialing, automatic routing of 
incoming calls, quick transfer of calls, compact 
size and much more. 
You just can't beat our system. 

@rSouthern Bell 
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MAKING SOUTH CAROLINA HISTORY TODAY 

William B. Douglass ... Diplomat By Gary C. Dickey 

U
pon entering the spacious Charleston 
apartment where William B. Douglass 
Jr. lives, one of the first things to 

attract my eye was a collection of small 
flags arranged in a vase on the bookshelf. 
I came to realize that those flags are not 
only the standards of many different 
countries, but that they also represent a 
lifetime of memories, experiences and 
living history: For these are the countries 
where Douglass served for almost 30 
years as a member of the U.S. Foreign 
Service. 

From the time he entered the foreign 
service in 1922 until his retirement some 
30 years later, Douglass served at more 
than 20 different posts, often as the 
principal officer in charge. 

"My language was French when I 
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entered the service, but it was 16 years 
later before I was assigned to a French
speaking post. In the meantime I had had 
many years of service in Spain , Mexico 
and the West Indies where Spanish is 
spoken," he said. 

Douglass explained that by the time he 
turned up at a post in France he had 
almost forgotten all of the French he had 
known-pushed out of his mind by so 
many years of speaking and reading 
Spanish. 

"At a reception in France, I found 
myself in the company of two ladies who 
were speaking together in French, which 
made it a bit awkward for me. It turned 
out that one of these ladies also spoke 
English and the other one spoke Spanish, 
so we had the curious situation of being 

able to converse with one another, but no 
common language for the three of us. 

"I spoke with the Spanish-speaking 
lady in Spanish, the English-speaking lady 
in English, and they spoke with one 
another in French. We all thought it very 
funny, and we had a great time together." 

On other occasions the language dif
ficulty was not so funny. Having been 
transferred in an emergency from Malaga , 
Spain to Lisbon, Portugal, he was called 
upon to take over the desk of a man who 
prepared economic reports for the De
partment of State . Among these was a 
weekly economic report on general condi
tions in Portugal. 

Although there is a similarity between 
the Portugese and Spanish languages , the 
languages are different in many respects , 
and to prepare this report the officer 
depended largely on information obtain
ed from Portugese commercial publica
tions. 

"I subjected myself to a grinding cram 
course in the Portugese language, and by 
the grace of God and good dictionaries 
we managed to get the weekly economic 
report out every Friday, keeping our 
fingers crossed in the hope that we'd 
made no bonehead mistakes." 

Among his earliest assignments was a 
post in Karachi , India , which is now a 
part of Pakistan . Upon his arrival there, 
he was given a number of servants who 
had formerly worked in the British of
ficer's mess. They were very familiar with 
British customs but knew little about 
Americans and their customs. 

Douglass decided to give a dinner 
party for his friends at the consulate 
there and instructed the servants to pre
pare a meal for the occasion. As a part of 
the decorations, the servants used colored 
grains of rice to construct an American 
flag on the table , but the British influ
ence was not to be denied, and at the 
base of the flag in beautiful script was the 
inscription, "God Save The King." 

When he saw what the servants had 
done, Douglass gathered them together 
and explained that in America there was 
no king , and therefore the inscription 
would have to be eliminated. Thinking 
that he had corrected the situation, 
Douglass gave the matter no further 
thought until later when the guests ar
rived and were seated for dinner. There 
before them was the American flag, but 
at the bottom was the inscription, "God 
Save Mr. Douglass." 

Gary C. Dickey is a free-lance writer from 
Lexington. 
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Marguerite McCaski Ir 
. State Teacher of the Year 

By Dan Harmon 

O
n a whim I asked her what kind of car 
she drives. Marguerite McCaskill, 
South Carolina's Teacher of the Year 

for 1973, smiled with a certain amount of 
shrewdness and read my mind for me. 

"You think the kind of car I drive will 
tell you all about my personality," she 
said. 

That had not occurred to me, but I 
realized she was right. It seemed unfair, 
downright silly on my part. But she told 
me anyway . 

"I drive a 1963 Dodge . And you know 
what I had before that? I had a 1947 
Ford, which I bought in 1953 from a 
doctor friend." She smiled that funny 
smile again. "You sound like my nephew. 
It worries him to death that I drive that 
old car." 

The car's name is Peggy. She wanted 
to name it after Pegasus, the winged horse 
of mythology , but since you're supposed 
to name cars after girls she opted for 
Peggy . It may still seem silly, but I 
actually believe that car says a lot about 
her personal philosophy . Later Miss 
McCaskill would tell me herself, "I'm no 
fine racehorse. I'm just an old work
horse." 

That particular afternoon she was stay
ing after hours, giving make-up exams to 
three students. 

Brooklyn-Cayce High School in Cayce, 
where Miss McCaskill has taught English 
for the past 28 years, is a massive, oldish 
brick complex. She puts in her share of 
extra hours there . One Monday evening 
last October she exited late after attend
ing a special teachers' meeting. It was 
dark when she walked out to the clay side 
lot where Peggy was parked. She was 
thinking of a phone call she had made 
earlier that afternoon, when her sister at 
home had told her, "Your old boss Mr. 
Busbee [Cyril B. Busbee] called." Two 
weeks earlier Miss McCaskill had been 
named Teacher of the Year for her school 
district , which meant she was eligible to 
become State Teacher of the Year, but 
had not considered that possibility very 
much. She thought Busbee was just 
getting around to congratulating her on 
her district award. She went home, re
turned his call, they exchanged pleas
antries, and Busbee almost disabled her 
by announcing, "This is the sixth time I 
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have had the pleasure of telling someone, 
'You have been chosen South Carolina's 
Teacher of the Year.' " 

That is a high point in a long career
not the climax of it, she will tell you. 
Born near Elgin, S. C., she moved several 
times with her family around the upstate 
during her youth, finishing high school in 
Bishopville. Her father was a school 
teacher. ("I'm sure that had its influ
ence.") For two years after her gradua
tion she stayed home working in a cotton 
patch and teaching adults on a home-to
home basis. 

At age 20 she entered High Point 
College in North Carolina. Attending 
summer school, she graduated three years 
later, in 1940, and began teaching at an 
elementary school in Jacksonville, N. C. 
"I had taken courses so I could teach in 
elementary school or high school," she 
said, "because in 1940 teaching jobs were 
not too plentiful. When an English open
ing came up at Aynor High School in 
Horry County, I first decided to go into 
my major field . I've been in English ever 
since." 

After four years at Aynor High she 
came to Brooklyn-Cayce. 

It is difficult to imagine Miss McCaskill 
in the spare-the-rod-and-spoil-the-child 
role, but past experiences, notably her 
childhood during the Depression, tend to 
make her a bit critical of today's values . 

"Somehow," she said, "some of our 
young people have been led to expect 
something in exchange for nothing. I 
personally don't think a student is going 
to get near what he could out of life if he 
doesn't discipline himself to work for it, 
even when that work isn't pleasant." 

But, she noted, a slack attitude may 
not exactly be the student's fault. "Yes
terday at the lunch table one teacher was 
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saying that she was approached by a 
young boy who wanted some help in 
reading. The boy lives in a nice residential 
section. This teacher realized she didn't 
have the material and training she needed 
to provide special help , so she suggested 
to the boy's parents that they send him 
to a reading clinic. The answer from the 
parents was , 'We don't have the time to 
take him.' 

"But," she quickly added , " whenever I 
point out a weakness in education I also 
want the opportunity to point out what 
is right . If I weren't optimistic I don't 
think I would still be looking forward to 
extra years of teaching . You know you 
can retire from teaching at age 62 . I don't 
plan to.'' 

She reads a lot and watches "good 
ETV shows" in her off time; likes music 
("but I have to be a spectator"). In the 
summertime she often teaches summer 
courses. She travels, once to Europe and 
once to the New York and Washington 
areas. Her childhood days of working in 
the cotton patch left their mark: "I dig 
up grass in the back yard, and last 
summer we planted a garden. It consisted 
of two rows of stringed beans; eight 
tomato plants, from which we got 10 
tomatoes; and eight hills of squash, from 
which we got no squash at all- they 
blossomed beautifully, then died ." She 
laughed. 

I 

Her classroom products are much 
more successful. Apparently they realize 
it. To label the door of her homeroom 
some of them prepared an elaborate, 
multicolored sign that says "Congratula
tions Teacher of the Year.'' 

They may never let it be taken down . 

Dan Harmon is a free-lance writer from 
Lexington. 
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01d-Fashioned 
Reeyeling 

Creates Ne"7 Art 

By Gary C. Dickey 

A
neglected part of America's culture is 
experiencing a renaissance in strange 
and romantic terms for many people 

young and young at heart. For the 
uninitiated, the names Democrat Rose, 
Clay's Choice, The Dusty Miller or Eight 
Hands Around have little or no meaning. 
But for the growing number of patch
work quilting enthusiasts the names recall 
outstanding examples of the ancient art. 

These are only a few of the hundreds 
of patterns that have been handed down 
from generations past. There is hardly a 
household around today that cannot 
point with pride to the uniquely beautiful 
quilt which grandmother and her friends 
created from a pile of scraps. 

Although the bustling pace of modern 
technology all but put the ancient art to 
sleep for many years, there were some 
who persisted at the tedious work and 
managed to keep it alive, always with the 
hope that there would be a revival of 
interest in later generations. That hope is 
now being realized as many young people 
discover the utility and versatility of 
patchwork art. 

"My quilting interest really started 
when my grandmother and the ladies 
back home would meet and quilt. They 
just laughed and talked and gossiped, and 
these memories helped to peak my in
terest," said Mrs. Judy Twitty of West 
Columbia, who now teaches a patchwork 
class at Columbia's YWCA. "This was in 
the early 1940s, and they made quilts 
then for needy families in the com
munity," she added. 

Mrs. Twitty's grandmother, Mrs. 
Nettie Chase of Sackville, New Bruns
wick, Canada, now 82 years old, still 
spends her winters making patchwork 
items and often sends her granddaughter 
tips on various patterns by mail. 

"Patchwork quilting has a real ro
mance attached to it in its history, and 
there is just so much you can do with it," 
said Mrs. Twitty, who began her patch
work hobby in earnest about two years 
ago after attending classes offered by the 
YWCA. 

Indeed, the possibilities are almost 
endless for making decorative items in the 
Early American motif. An entire room 
can be decorated from top to bottom in 
one pattern with a quilted wall hanging, a 
large quilt of the same design for the bed, 
a patchwork tablecloth, appliqued cur
tains, dresser scarves, a rocking chair 
cushion and throw pillows, all made with 
the same design pattern and colors. Add
ed touches to the ensemble might include 
a rag doll dressed in a pinafore of the 
same pattern or a footstool seat covered 
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Mrs. Carolyn Bass is wearing a patchwork 
skirt. Behind her is a Double Wedding Ring 
quilt used as a wall hanging. Patchwork 
designs provide color for everyday items. 

A class at the Columbia YWCA works on 
individual patchwork projects. This class is 
led by Mrs. Twitty. Each participant is 
encouraged to develop a unique pattern. 

The old Quilting Bee revived. In the old 
days, housewives would gather to make the 
needed quilts in an all-day flurry of crea
tivity. This class is working on the Trip 
Around the World pattern, seen on page 24. 
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with a cushion of the same design. 
Aside from these items, the patchwork 

artist can make many other useful articles 
including patchwork skirts, eyeglass cases, 
aprons, children's pinafores, patchwork 
stuffed animal toys and, for a purely 
visual effect, patchwork pictures. 

As Mrs. Twitty explained, patchwork 
and quilting are actually two separate 
artistic techniques combined, in that one 
is free to use his imagination in selecting 
and matching colors in piecing together 
the different patches into a pattern as 
well as in the quilting process which is 
done later. 

Basically , the quilt is made of three 
different layers: the patchwork on top, a 
plain, single piece of cloth on the bottom 
and a roll of cotton or dacron between, 
giving it the proper thickness for quilting. 
Dacron is now preferred over cotton 
because it resists the tendency toward 
lumping and shifting after washing. 

"It looks complicated, but it's not," 
said Mrs. Twitty as she explained that the 
most important part of patchwork is in 
marking, cutting and piecing the patches. 
"I usually cut the pattern first out of 
sandpaper, then lay the cloth on that so it 
doesn't slip while I mark it on the cloth. 
Accuracy is most important in piecing the 
patchwork," she added. 

While many of the smaller items can 
be pieced together with the aid of a 
sewing machine, it is virtually impossible 
to do a large quilt in this manner because 
of its bulky, unwieldy size. And Mrs. 
Twitty always advises the beginner to 
start with a small item like a baby's quilt 
and work up to the larger articles as skill 
and proficiency allow. 

While quilting today is primarily a 
hobby, in earlier times it was an integral 
part of the social functions of the com-
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The folks at Wilbert Vault 
Company , Inc . would like you 
to have, free of charge, a copy 
of the latest edition of our 
booklet, FACTS EVERY 
FAMILY SHOULD KNOW. 

This booklet contains infor
mation on such topics as : 
Social Security, Veterans 
Benefits, Wills and many 
other important topics . It is 
not only informative, but also 
attractive in its new . full
color edition. Write today for 
your free copy(s ). 

WRITE TO: 
FACTS BOOKLET 
P. 0. BOX 387 
CAYCE, S. C. 29033 

THE MOST RESPECTED NAME 
IN BURIAL VAULTS 
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This cross-stitch design quilt was made from a kit. Mrs. Alma 
Bouknight displays the quilt near her Dutch Fork community home. 

munity. Usually working in groups of 
four or five, the women would rotate 
from one household to another, working 
together on quilts for each member of the 
group. Although the true origin of the art 
has been obscured by time, it appears to 
have been an outgrowth from the scarcity 
of cloth. Gathering scraps of cloth from 
worn-out articles of clothing and other 
cloth items around the home, the women 
found that through patchwork they could 
put these scraps to use, and in effect the 
cloth was used twice. 

One longtime quilter, Mrs. Jessie Clark 
of Little Mountain, S. C., got her start as 
a youngster by watching her mother and 
grandmother and helping them by thread
ing needles and tying knots for them. 

For Mrs. Clark, now 70, quilting is still 
an interesting pastime as well as a means 
of making extra money by selling the 
quilts. Together with several friends in 
the community, she meets periodically 
for a real old-fashioned quilting bee, with 
each one bringing lunch and refresh
ments. Last year the group presented a 
quilt in the Lone Star pattern to Gov. and 
Mrs. John C. West. 

Traditionally, Mrs. Clark pointed out, 
quilting was primarily a winter activity. 
"They didn't quilt in summer because 
most of the people were farmers, and the 
crops had to be gathered in the summer," 
she said. 

Not only was quilting economically 
advantageous, but the time involved also 
served a dual purpose. Usually living in 
rural areas, the women were separated 
from each other by long distances; thus 
when they came together for a quilting 
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party they not only worked on the quilts 
but spent the time catching up on the 
late st gossip . 

From these group gatherings came 
many of the famous patterns which 
reflect the customs and romance of that 
era. The names were usually derived from 
politics, religion, trades, gardens, recrea
tional pastimes or even the community or 
location where the pattern originated. 
Similar patterns often would be given 
different names by different groups. 

From the political topics came Clay's 
Choice, named after the statesman Henry 
Clay, who liked that pattern . This one is 
also known in various areas as Star of the 
West, Henry of the West or Harry's Star. 

Religion, also a popular subJect for the 
women's conversation, gave rise to such 
patterns as Jacob's Ladder and Joseph's 
Coat. One of the most fruitful sources for 
quilt names came from the Bible, which 
gave rise to the Scriptural Quilt , which 
had quotations from the Bible inscribed 
in the various squares, and the Album 
Quilt, made by the women of a church 
congregation and presented to the minis
ter's wife. 

The usual happy ending to a day of 
quilting came as the ladies joined the men 
for a square dance, and from this recrea
tional activity came such colorful pat
terns as Eight Hands Around and Swing 
In The Center, derived from the direc
tions given by the square dance caller. 

From the mountain areas of Kentucky 
and Tennessee came the Rock Glen pat
tern, which is also called the Lost Ship by 
those who live near the seacoast. 

The various trades and occupations of 

Reproductions of the 
Colonial Ironworkers Art 

Charleston Gates 

Circa 1790 

r~rci" 
.,,-4 _, ,__f..,<-f , '-f...rt... t .., 

™ Circa 1740 Circa 1850 

Our Charleston gates are faithfully 
reproduced in much the same 
manner as they were originally 
made by early Colonial iron
workers. Castings were copied 
from the originals. 

Send for brochure showing many 
other sizes and styles of gates, 
window grilles, fueplace acces
sories, mailbox stands, foot 
scrapers and many other hand
wrought items. 

Also on display at 
The Hammock Shop, 
Pawley's Island; 
George C. Birlant's, 191 King St. 
Charleston; 
Den of Antiquity, Highway 170, 
Beaufort. 

Workshop open for browsing 
810 S. Edisto Ave. 
Columbia, S. C. 

DIXIE IRON WORKS 
Columbia, S. C. 
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The I ively, fresh 
colors of the 

Trip Around the 
World pattern 

shine in the early 
morning sun

light. This intri
cate color 

scheme is one 
of many 

patterns devised 
by devotees 

of the art of 
patchwork quilting. 

the day gave rise to such patterns as the 
Carpenter's Wheel, the Saw Tooth and 
the Dusty Miller. 

Another favonte cherished by many 
young women was the Bride's Quilt, with 
each block made by a friend and in
scribed with her name and given to the 
bride as a wedding present. Also popular 
as a wedding gift was the Double Wedding 
Ring pattern, which suggests the inter
twined wedding rings. 

Mrs. Twitty explained that one square 
sets the pattern for the entire quilt, and 
the limit to the number of patterns is as 
endless as the individual's imagination. 
One idea for cutting patterns recently 
sent to her by her grandmother was to 
use a Reader's Digest-any small magazine 
will do-because the page is small and 
longer than it is wide. By cutting the 
squares the same size as the page and 
piecing them together, it makes an easy 
simple quilt for the beginner. 

Also, different patterns have arisen by 
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reversing the colors and using dark color
ed cloth where light colors were used 
before. For example, using the reversing 
technique, the Log Cabin pattern became 
known as the Barn Raising pattern. 

"Up to a few years ago there was no 
source for patterns except for quilt 
companies or store-bought quilts, but 
now you can get lots of ideas from 
magazines, because the art is really com
ing back and beginning to bloom," said 
Mrs. Twitty, who has originated a couple 
of patterns of her own. While laying 
bricks to build a patio wall, she decided 
to transfer the idea into a quilt, thus 
creating what she calls her Brick Laying 
pattern. 

Gathering scraps from whatever 
sources she can, she was particularly 
pleased to get a bag of them from one of 
her friends. "I made an entire quilt from 
that bag of scraps so I call it Narcie's 
Scrap Bag Quilt in honor of my friend 
Narcie Shealy, who gave me the scraps," 

she said. 
It is almost essential in the quilting 

phase of the work that the piece be 
stretched on a frame, which usually re
quires a large room in which to work. For 
the small household or the apartment 
dweller, however, this phase can be 
eliminated by a process known as "ty
ing." With this technique no frame is 
needed. It is done by basting and using 
embroidery floss or sport-weight yarn 
which is sewn through the quilt with a 
couple of stitches, then tied in a knot, 
leaving the ends as decoration. For one 
who doesn't have a frame or the space in 
which to work, tying can be the easiest 
and most effective quilting technique, 
and the savings in time over the tedious 
finger work can be an added bonus. 

For those who wish to concentrate 
purely on the quilting aspect of the art, 
however, there are commercial kits availa
ble with pattern designs outlined on the 
cloth. While the kits eliminate the patch-
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work portion of the work , they are still 
extremely time consuming in that they 
require intricate cross-stitching. 

Many patchwork artisans condemn the 
kits as being much like painting by 
numbers, and since the kits are mass
produced , the unique personal quality of 
the patchwork quilt is often lost. 

Yet, despite these drawbacks , the kits 
can be the source of a beautiful addition 
to a bedroom design. Mrs. Alma Bouk
night of the Dutch Fork community, who 
has made both patchwork and kit quilts , 
praises the kits for their beautiful designs . 

"The kits can take just as much work 
and time as those made from scraps, and 
the end result is just as beautiful. As for 
someone else having the same design as 
mine , that has never bothered me. I'm 
always pleased when someone likes the 
things that I like," she said . 

Gary C. Dickey is a free-lance writer from 
Lexington. 
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Below, the Broken Dishes pattern, one of many inspired by household 
items. Bottom, a pre-Revolutionary War pattern known as Stepping 
Stones in the South but called Jacob's Ladder in Virginia and the Northeast. 
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What Americas 
forests mean to you. 

Many people thoroughly enjoy foresLs. 
They enjoy fishing and hunting and all the 
other recreation forests can offer. OLher 
people simply like to view a huge 
tract of trees and marvel at one of 
nature's most beautiful creations. 
Still others take a strictly utilitarian 
viewpoint- forests are watersheds; 
trees produce oxygen, wood is a raw 
material. But whatever their point of 
view, all Americans have this in 
common: they rely on forests in 
many ways. 

Jobs and a Payroll 
Many people rely on America's 

foresLs directly for a livelihood . l n 
1972, the foresL proclucLs indusLry 
employed in excess of l.7f> million ~ 
people whose paychecks for Lhe year~A\. \, 
toLaled more than S 12.5 billion. ~ 1 
But that·s jusL the iniLial . • ,-1,, ~~~-

6~oP \ V 
value of the paychecks. . -~ 
The sawyer in Lhc lumber ~~td _ · · ·./ 
mill spent some of his 
paycheck for groceries. The grocer 
used part of the same money to buy 
clothes. The clothier used a portion 
of the money which he received 
from the grocer to pay the 
plumber. And so iL goes . 
A single paycheck 
spreading out to purchase 
a wide variety of goods 
and services. And all of it 
ultimately derived from forests. 
In addition several million other 
people working in thousands of 
companies earn their livelihood 
selling products and services to 
the forest products industry. 

Taxes and Services 
Privately-owned forests also pro

vide tax revenue. Last year, taxes 
paid by companies in the forest prod
ucts industry amounted to many mil
lions of dollars. Part of these dollars 
went to the federal government. The 
rest helped to support local schools, 
fire and police departments, sewage 
disposal systems, and other services 
provided by state and local govern
ments. So the government relies on 
forests for tax revenue, and people, in turn, 
depend on the services which are provided by 
the taxes. 

There are thousands of companies in the 
forest products industry. These companies 
manufacture a variety of products ranging from 
plywood and lumber to pulp, paper, and chemi
cals. Georgia-Pacific is one of these companies. 

Georgia-Pacific employs over 
34.000 people. The Company owns 

in fee more than 4.5 mi ll ion acres of 
timberlands in the U.S., Canada, and 
Brazil: and has exclusive cutting 
rights to 1.25 million acres in Indo-

nesia, the Philippines and 
Canada. G-P's significance is 
reflected in some revealing statistics: 

In 1972 Georgia-Pacific's assets amounted 
to Sl.7 billion. Sales toLa led $1.7 bi ll ion. 

And. in payrolls and taxes. the Company 
paid out a total of $432.000.000 in payrolls 

and taxes to employees. Lhc federal govern-
ment. and state and local governments. 
Here in the South, Georgia-Pacific em

ploys 15,000 people. In 1972, Company pay
rolls and taxes in this area amounted to 
$172,000,000. 

Fortunately, forests are a renewable resource. 
And that may be their greatest value. They wi ll 

continue to provide man with the luxuries and 
necessities of life. 

Forever. 

FREE LITERATURE/FREE LOAN FILM 
"The Story of Human Enterprise;· a three

time film festival award winner, tells about tree 
farming and what Georgia-Pacific is doing to 
protect the environment. This 28 minute, 16mm 
color fil m, is ideal for all ages. Available on 
temporary free loan basis to schools and groups. 

"The Forest and You'' poster kit for teachers and 
conservation groups shows how Georgia-Pacific 
foresters are improving the forests. 
Included are free colorful posters and a list of 
endangered species. First kit free, additional 
kits 50 cents each while supply lasts. 

Write: Georgia-Pacific E ducational Library, 
P. 0. Box 909, 
Augusta, Georgia 30903. 

Georgia-Pacific 
The Growth Company 



F
ebruary is often gloomy, so this 
is a good month to work with 
bright colors. This month's 

project is to spruce up a mailbox. 
There doesn't seem to be any legal 
reason not to paint a mailbox any 
way you want to, just so the box 
itself is government-approved and 
the flag, if any, remains red. 

Stamping techniques are good to 
decorate just about anything until 
you become confident of your own 
artistic talent. Everybody has it, 
but some people are shy about 
using it. 

Flat surfaces are the easiest to 
work with. Try stamping designs on 
brown package paper, cigar and 
oatmeal boxes. Posters, wall murals 
or painted floors-if permission 
from the higher-ups will go that 
far-display stamped designs to 
good advantage. 

Objects which have never been 
painted before will have to be 
"primed" with either white paint or 
at le~st two coats of colored paint. 
They must dry before you start 
stamping designs. For this you will 
need a flat paint brush. 

Things we found out during this 
month's testing were: 

1. Do not use oil paints or 
quick-drying art acrylic paints. 
For outside things such as 
mailboxes and flower pots, 
watch for the word "exterior" 
paint or shellac on the con
tainer. It means what it says. 

2. Paints that might run-water 
colors or poster paints-should 
be finished with spray shellac, 
not brush-on. 

3. Don't mix paints of different 
chemical make-up on one 
project. Sometimes they blur 
together when you don't want 
them to. 

4. When in doubt, consult a paint 
dealer. 

If you want to try a mailbox, the 
smallest can (8 oz.) of exterior-in
terior paint is enough for two base 
coats if that many are necessary. A 
good time to do a mailbox is after 
the mail has been delivered on 
Saturday. Then, rain or shine, it 
will be ready to use again on 
Monday. Bring the mailbox into the 
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By Nancy Chirich 

house, and wipe it off all over, 
inside and out, with a wet sponge. 
Allow it to dry completely before 
painting. 

You should have a paint remover 
that will work on the kind of paint 
you use. You can tell what kind by 
carefully reading the directions on 
the paint can. Our mailbox took 
exterior-interior paint, so a small 
can of paint thinner was used for 
clean-up jobs. 

Other necessities are a rag and an 
old knife or popsicle stick to mix 
the paint up with. To hold paint to 
dip stamps in, plastic-coated paper 
plates, old TV dinner tins or styro
foam vegetable containers are good. 

Make stamps out of something 
with a "handle"-tack and nail
heads, can, bottle or thimble rims 
or corks. Interesting designs can be 
made from textured cardboard that 
came with a new set of dishes; 
corrugated cardboard and old 
sponges can be cut to different 
shapes. Pretty flower designs can be 
carved from the ends of soft plastic 
spools that once held thread. 
Flower stems can be stamped with 
the side of cardboard of different 
lengths. An Irish potato cut in half 

with a simple design carved into it 
is a classic stamp. You will think of 
other things. 

Try out your stamps first on an 
old newspaper or paper bag and see 
if your design is going to look good. 
Less paint on the stamp makes for 
interesting textures and the paint 
won't run. 

Naturally, during all this your 
clothing will be covered with your 
smock, and the work area-includ
ing the floor-will be covered with 
old newspapers. The brush you 
used for the undercoat will be 
thoroughly cleaned, first with paint 
remover wiped off with a rag (you 
can wipe away any stray spots on 
your hands and face with this too) 
and then washed with soap and 
rinsed, and everything, including 
your stamps if you want to save 
them, put away. (THE CRAFT
ER'S CREED: Don't litter, indoors 
or out!) 

So the only real proof that you 
were there working at all is that 
your mailbox looks much brighter 
on a gloomy winter day. 

Nancy Chirich is a free-lance writer 
from Charleston. 
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The clean, uncluttered lines of contem
porary or the rich elegance of tradi
tional . . . simple renovation of one 
office or the entire interior of a new 
office building - the Interior Design 
professionals at The R. L. Bryan Com
pany have the capacity and capability 
to do the job. 
For completely functional, perfectly 
beautiful offices, call on the professionals 
at The R. L. Bryan Company, Greystone 
Executive Park, P. 0. Drawer 368, 
Columbia, S. C. 29202. 



M
ardi Gras ... "Fat Tuesday" ... the 
final day of feasting before the lean 
days of Lent. The phrase conjurs 

images of New Orleans, of Rio de Janeiro; 
of people dancing in the streets, the hot 
pulsating beat of marching bands, elab
orate floats wrapped in the pervading 
mystery of masked faces and vivid cos
tumes. 

But Mardi Gras and Charleston-now 
that would seem to be an unlikely com
bination. There is, nevertheless, a Mardi 
Gras in Charleston, and it is deeply 
rooted in the city's kaleidoscopic past. 
The event is celebrated each year by 
approximately 200 Francophiles and 
their friends. 

Ancient accounts refer to street pa
rades, floats, dancing in the streets and 
the wearing of the "Bonnet Rouge." The 
Societe Francaise de Bienfesance du Sud, 
sponsor of the Charleston Bal Masque, 
would like to see the event go public 
again, and officers are exploring the 
practical means of doing this, hopefully 
in time for the Bicentennial celebration. 
Meanwhile, if you want an invitation to 
the 1974 event to be held on February 
26, make friends with a Charlestonian 
who proudly claims French ancestry. 
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A beret and scarf add a touch of the Paris 
Left Bank to this costume, worn to the 
Mardi Gras celebration by a member of La 
Societe Francaise de Bienfesance du Sud. 

"Vive la France!" Costumed par
ticipants drink a toast to La 
Belle France at the 157th Mardi 
Gras celebration of La Societe 
Francaise de Bienfesance du Sud. 
The costumes, long a Mardi 
Gras tradition, liven up the 
Charleston festivities almost 
as much as the champagne. 
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Members are generous in sharing their 
celebration, and it is one of the happiest 
evenings of the year. 

Oddly enough the present gaiety grew 
out of dire misfortune. The Charleston 
Mardi Gras might never have happened if 
the French Revolutionary government 
had not mishandled the affairs of the 
sugar- and coffee-rich plantation island of 
Saint Domingue, now known as Haiti . 
Their mismanagement led to bloody re
bellions, terminating in the destruction of 
the major city, Cape Francois. 

These events sent boatloads of French 
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planters and their families into exile. 
Many settled in Charleston, joining the 
Huguenots who were already flavoring 
the city with their French ways. 

The island planters were cultured , 
talented and industrious , qualities which 
made up for their paucity of possessions, 
and Charleston took kindly to its new 
citizenry. 

This migration created the need for an 
organization to help the French planters 
and their families establish new roots, and 
La Societe Francaise de Bienfesance du 
Sud was formed. The charitable aspect of 

the society continues even today : for 
example, after World War II a panel truck 
was delivered to a bombed-out convent 
school in France so that the nuns might 
have needed transportation to collect 
their students. Another function is to 
provide pensions for widows of former 
members. 

La Societe also perpetuates the signifi
cance of Charleston's French heritage. 
There are close ties with the French 
Embassy and Consulat in Washington. 
The Consul-General, Count Max de 
Montalembert , is a frequent visitor, and 
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L. Lou is Green 111, retin ng 
president ( left) receives 
his gavel from new president 
George Legare Porcher 
at the Mardi Gras banquet. 

former Ambassador Lucet considered 
Charleston a favorite hideaway from of
ficial duties. Student exchange programs 
and the sponsorship of such performing 
groups as the world-famous Boys Choir of 
St. Louis de Paris serve to remind the city 
of its French ties. 

But never are the ties more evident 
than when La Societe members and 
friends gather to celebrate their Mardi 
Gras. Rousing choruses of La Marseillais 
fill the night air. Champagne glasses are 
raised again and again in spontaneous 
toasts. Surrounded by decorations that 
create Paris for an evening, dancers whirl 
and dip in traditional waltzes and then 
slip back to the banquet tables to sip 
more champagne and sample French 
cuisine massed on the buffet. 

In the midst of this well-mannered 
revelry there comes a period of solem
nity. At one point a member is called 
upon to lead the gathering in the seven 
traditional toasts: "Humanatati," the 
motto of the society; "Nos Founda
teurs," our founders; "Nos Ancestres," 
our ancestors; "Liberte, Fraternite et 
Equalite"; "Amitie"; "La Belle France"; 
and "L' Amerique." 

One may find it interesting to reflect 
on a few of the many names which still 
help shape Charleston's 20th century 
destiny: Giraud, Dubois, Michel, Poulnot, 
Pelzer, Poinsett, Sass, Legare, Trouche, 
Tobias, Lachicotte, Huger, DuPont, 
Rhett, Lowndes, Manigault and DeBrux. 

So "Vive la France" and "Vive l' 
Amerique" and long may Mardi Gras 
thrive in Charleston, spreading the joy of 
its gracious manners and gaiety. 

Jean May is a free-lance writer from 
Charleston. 
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MOST FOLKS say this smoke control device looks out of 

place in Jack Daniel Hollow. Bue we're glad it's here. 

You probably know we burn hard maple 

wood to charcoal for smoothing out 

the taste of Jack Daniel's. You also know 

that too many people are burning too 

many things in our country today. 

So, to do our part to fight pollution, 

we put up this burning device to 

purify the smoke before it hits the fa CHARCOAL 
air. No, it won't do a thing to 

improve our whiskey. Yes, it 

looks a little silly. But all of 

us in Jack Daniel Hollow are 

pretty proud of it just the same. 

MELLOWED 

6 
DROP 

6 
BY DROP 

Tennessee Whiskey • 90 Proof • Distilled and Bottled by Jack Daniel Distillery 
Lem Matlow, Prop., Inc., Lynchburg (Pop. 361) , Tennessee 

Placed in the National Register of Historic Places by the United States Government. 
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If you could get 
better savings plans 

somewhere else-

we wouldn't be 
number one! 

I 
I 

The fact that Standard is trusted with more savings dollars than any 
association in South Carolina is really not important to you. 

Why we're number one is what matters. 

Standard's position of leadership in savings plans that keep pace 
with the times has been maintained over 66 years. 

Since 1908 South Carolinians have been getting the most interest 
on their money from us. 

That's what put us where we are. 

SlilNDIHD SIVIN6S 
AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 

COLUMBIA · NEWBERRY · ORANGEBURG · SUMfER 

Home Office Building in Columbia. 



IT MUST BE NOW THE KINGDOM 
COMING. By Perry Lentz. 310 pages. 
Crown Publishers. $6.95. 

A NATURAL DEATH. By Nancy Price. 
376 pages. Atlantic-Little, Brown. $8.95. 

BEULAH LAND. By Lonnie Coleman. 
495 pages. Doubleday and Co. $8.95. 

When I was a child growing up in 
Abbeville, I often bicycled to a place 
called Cedar Springs. It was the site of an 
old cotton plantation, and the big house 
was still standing. I suppose the house is 
still there, but that really doesn't matter. 
What does matter is my memory of 
exploring the house and its immediate 
surroundings. My young imagination very 
easily returned the dilapidated house, its 
sweeping staircase, its long, cedar-lined 
driveway, its rows of boxwoods to their 
former grandeur. Borrowing the necessary 
details from Gone With The Wind, I 
re-created the whole grand scene that was 
the Old South before the Civil War. 

And now I've read three novels, each 
of which purports to paint a true picture 
of that same scene. The geographical 
locations are different, of course-Lonnie 
Coleman takes his readers to Beulah Land 
in Georgia, Nancy Price to Abbots
ford near Charleston and Perry Lentz to 
Sycamore near Coffinville, Ga. But 
the milieu is the same in all three places. I 
say the same, but really that's not quite 
accurate; for these three novelists have 
exposed elements in the old plantation 
life which my imagination had not in
cluded. I realized, of course, that slaves 
were often beaten unmercifully, that 
sexual contact between master and slave 
was much more widespread than most 
would care to believe, and that the living 
conditions of many slaves were deplora
ble. But these sides of life down on the 
old plantation were easily blocked out of 
my imaginary picture. 

Now thanks to Mr. Coleman, Mr. 
Lentz and Ms. Price, I've wallowed in the 
muck with the darkies, witnessed an 
incredible number of sexual variations 
among the plantation folk and finally 
watched the Massuh of Sycamore crawl 
out of the swamps after being hanged 
almost to death by Yankee marauders. I 
suppose these three novelists and I did it 
all in the name of realism. And consider
ed together, Beulah Land, A Natural 
Death, and It Must be Now the Kingdom 
Coming probably do present a fairly 
accurate picture of plantation life. 

In Beulah Land Lonnie Coleman 

February 1974 

chronicles life on a Georgia plantation 
between the years 1820 and 1861. At the 
center of that life is the Kendrick family, 
the proud owners of Beulah Land . While 
Leon Kendrick is the titular head of the 
family, it is his wife, his overseer and his 
black boyhood friend who really run 
Beulah Land. Within the pages of the 
novel are many aspects of plantation life 
which I had imagined in my recreation of 
Cedar Springs. Certainly the Southern 
belles in hoop skirts still stroll under the 
magnolias, slaves still sing spirituals in the 
fields and Southern gentlemen still talk 
gallantly in defense of their rights. 

But Coleman insists on going further 
and allows us to witness the depravity 
which he sees lurking below this polished 
surface. There is , for example, the slave 
named Roman, who bears a remarkable 
resemblance to Leon. In his typical 
abandonment of subtlety, the author has 
Leon's wife single out her husband's 
bastard son as a favorite and even bring 
him to live in the big house . But such is 
only the beginning of her magnanimity. 
Later she adopts her sister's daughter , 
who also bears a striking resemblance to 
Leon. And in his attempt to portray this 
whole scene as realistically as possible , 
the author throws in a sexual encounter 
between Leon and his son . At Beulah 
Land the permutations and combinations 
of sexual experience are almost without 
limit. Later Leon's wife is raped, but only 
after she has had an affair with a traveling 
portrait painter. Neither experience seems 
to bother her very much; on the contrary, 
she continues running Beulah Land just as 
if nothing had happened. Leon , on the 
other hand, is not so capable of getting 
on with life at all costs: On learning of his 
wife's infidelity , he ups and kills himself 
quite on the spur of the moment. 

While Coleman goes to great lengths to 
show us how these people act, he seldom 
allows us to understand what is going on 
inside of them. Hence the author seem
ingly has not gone much further than I 
did in my re-creation of Cedar Springs 
towards a more satisfying portrayal of 
plantation life. Though perhaps more 
realistic, his handling of the subject re
mains equally superficial. 

Nancy Price's A Natural Death, on the 
other hand, is overridingly introspective . 
Here the emphasis is not on action but on 
states of mind . Throughout the novel, 
Price allows us to share the thoughts and 
emotions of Will and Joan King , who are 
suddenly torn away from their quiet life 
as free blacks and thrust as slaves into the 
chaotic life of Abbotsford. The squalor in 
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which Abbotsford slaves live almost re
duces Will and Joan to the animal level of 
their fellows. The picture of the slaves' 
environment far surpasses any other 
single element in A Natural Death. Ap
pealing to all the reader's senses , Price 
describes the filth of the slaves' huts , the 
otherworldliness of their nightly singings 
and the harshness of their work in the 
ditches of the rice fields. And all is done 
in such a way as to draw the reader into 
this strange world much as Will and Joan 
have been drawn into it. The sense of 
overwhelming oppression acts as a very 
effective background for the emergence 
of Will and Joan as human beings with 
the capacity to love and respect each 
other, even under the worst conditions. 

Despite her skill in creating the slaves' 
world, the author fails miserably in her 
portrait of life in the big house at 
Abbotsford . Weston Langley and his wife 
Buck come off at best as wooden , unin
teresting characters. Indeed , I am rather 
inclined to think that the author only 
bothered to include them because every 
plantation has to have a "massuh" and 
"mistis." Clearly Price's main concern lies 
with the slaves . 

Perry Lentz , on the other hand , fo
cuses It Must Be Now The Kingdom 
Coming on the lives of a plantation owner 
ari.d his wife . We follow Thomas Jefferson 
Malory and his wife Celia through four of 
the most horrifying days of their lives . 
The occasion is the invasion of Sycamore 
by Yankee marauders , one of whom 
happens to be a real pseudo-intellectual . 
Between episodes of rape , looting and 
burning, Sgt. Johnny Deall debates 
the issues of the Civil War with Malory 
and his wife. Having ordered the execu
tion of Malory, tired of trying to con
vince Celia that the North was right all 
along , Deall decides to rape Celia before 
burning down the big house. Unlike Sarah 
Kendrick, Celia Malory is mightily affect
ed by being raped. She goes insane , 
retreating into a mythical world strangely 
like the one I created for Cedar Springs. 

Time marches on back down on the 
old plantation, and that's perhaps enough 
said.JTB 

33 



Gift Plants By Albert P. Hout 

That Keep On GivinQ 
How can we care for the lovely potted 

plants which are given by the thou
sands for birthdays, ceremonies, 

holidays or to cheer friends and relatives 
when they are ill? Generally the plants 
are placed in hostile environments at 
home and left to wither and die. Things 
can be done, however, to prolong the life 
of these wonderful gifts from nature. 

Gift plants from a florist cannot 
generally be kept permanently; they were 
raised in a cool, humid greenhouse, and 
they do not take kindly to the hot, dry 
conditions of the home. Treat them, 
therefore, as long-lasting cut flowers. 
Enjoy their beauty as long as possible, 
but do not be sad when they become 
unattractive and must be thrown away. 

Potted gift plants should be given the 
best of care in order to retain their 
original attractiveness. Try to keep them 
cool with a temperature not higher than 
70 degrees during the day or lower than 
60 degrees at night. Since most homes are 
warmer than this, the plants may soon 
stop flowering, become drab and drop 
their foliage. 

A humid atmosphere is best for all 
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house plants. One can help the longevity 
of potted house plants by setting the pots 
on crushed stone or gravel in a pan of 
water. The water will evaporate and 
increase the humidity of the air around 
your plants. Do not leave the pots in the 
water for long, though, for the soil will 
become too wet. 

Most flowering gift plants need good 
light. They should receive it as much as 
possible during the day, but they should 
not be placed in a hot southwest window. 
Do not place your plants on the tele
vision; most sets have high-voltage tubes 
which generate considerable heat, leaving 
the top of the television the warmest 
place in the room. 

Water gift plants regularly. They will 
use more water in the home than they did 
in the greenhouse. Don't soak the soil. 
Apply just enough water to keep the soil 
moist. 

Keep house plants out of drafts, for 
they will dry out the plant and cause the 
leaves to fall off. 

Insects and diseases are not usually 
serious problems with healthy plants that 
come from a florist. Washing the leaves 
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with soapy water at room temperature 
will control most insects and give the 
plants a fresh appearance. 

Stem rot is the nemesis of the potted 
plant. This disease attacks without warn
ing. It can be prevented, however, by 
placing plants on a slight mound in the 
pot. With the soil somewhat higher in the 
center, water can be prevented from 
collecting around the stem. If serious 
foliage diseases develop, the plants should 
be destroyed to reduce the possibility of 
the disease spreading to other plants. 

Azaleas, chrysanthemums, dahlias, 
marigolds and tulips, to name a few, may 
be saved for planting outside if they are 
hardy varieties. Check with the florist to 
determine whether the variety you have is 
suitable for outdoor planting. 

Many plant varieties which are used 
for potted plants are not hardy in most 
sections of South Carolina. There are 
perennial plants, however, that can be 
retained for blooming next year, if you 
have the appropriate facilities to care for 
them. 

They must be allowed to have a rest 
period, followed by the propagation of 
new plants by cuttings. The procedure 
requires many months and is suggested 
only if you have a small greenhouse. 

Albert P. Hout is a free-lance writer from 
Appomattox, Virginia. 
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Southern Wood Piedmont Company 
1N{J> Headquarters: P 0 . Box 5447, Spartanburg, S C. 29301 
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Virginia 
Durant l6ung-

By FOY STEVENSON 

In the wake of what is known as the new 
feminism or Woman's Lib, we are reminded of 
the hard-won achievements of Susan B. Anthony, 

Frances E. Willard, Lucretia Mott, Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton and other pioneering spirits in the woman's 
rights movement. In South Carolina no woman 
followed more closely in the lead of these famous 
crusaders or worked more zealously for wider op
portunities for women than did Mrs. Virginia Durant 
Young of Fairfax, wife of Dr. William Jasper Young, 
himself a great public benefactor. 

A woman of learning and influence, Mrs. Young 
had both the will and the means to give herself 
wholly to the betterment of society in general and of 
woman's status in particular. Her channels of activity 
were mainly the Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union, both the National and State Woman Suffrage 
Association, the press and the platform. She edited a 
weekly newspaper, the Fairfax Enterprise. She at
tended national conventions throughout the United 
States and traveled to Europe, speaking and writing in 
behalf of woman's rights at every opportunity. Her 
clear, logical thinking was reflected in her oral and 
written expression. She kept abreast of each advance 
in the movement and knew personally the most 
influential and progressive women of her day. So 
prominent was she herself that for her peers through
out the United States, the names South Carolina and 
Virginia D. Young were synonymous. 

Virginia Burant, the daughter of Col. and Mrs. 
William Wallace Durant, was born March 10, 1842, in 
Marion County. Her father was one of five men who 
contributed $1,000 each to build the Methodist 
Church in Marion. Virginia was first married to 
Benjamin Covington of Rockingham, N. C., and went 
to Mississippi to live. Only a few years later her 
husband died, and she returned to South Carolina. In 
1879, while visiting one of her college classmates, 
Mrs. W. T. Breeland, she met Dr. William J. Young, a 
physician in Fairfax. Virginia Covington and Dr. 
Young were married in December 1880. For 26 years 
they lived happily in their Fairfax home, in close and 
complete devotion, yet each with absorbing outside 

interests. They had no children. 
In 1880 Fairfax was in Barnwell County. The post 

office was then called Sanders, but the train stop was 
called Campbellton Station. Only about six white 
families were living in the community at that time. 
Mrs. Young's first public work was starting a Sunday 
School at the local country church. 

The late Dr. Robert L. Meriwether, former head of 
the history department at the University of South 
Carolina, knew Mrs. Young. From boyhood meetings 
he remembered her as frail and small of stature and 
proportions. He did not think of her as a pretty 
woman but was impressed by the elegance of her 
wardrobe, beautiful in fabric and design. 

Mrs. Young's altruistic activities in no way inter
fered with her capable management of and simple 
pleasure in her own household . Her devoted, sym
pathetic husband encouraged her in her interests and 
public appearances. Their home was often filled with 
guests, not only their friends from far and wide but 
also patients of Dr. Young who came from a 
considerable distance to see him . There were times 
when the Young home took on the appearance of an 
infirmary. 

In a sketch of Mrs. Young in The State of May 7, 
1906, Olive F. Gunby wrote : 

She elevates the commonplace duties of life into 
pleasures and contrives that everything shall be sweet 
and clean and purely wholesome within her gates ... 
"I always strain the milk myself as soon as it comes 
in," she explains ... And next morning, if up early 
enough, you will find her working the pats of butter 
and planning for its accommodation in the milk safe. 
Every particular about this milk safe is a poem in 
purity-the shelves spread with white-surfaced papers, 
easily removed and replaced, the tins glistening in the 
morning sunshine. 

In 1888 Mrs. Young joined the Woman's Christian 
Temperance Union and for the first year diligently 
studied all phases of its work. In 1889 she attended 
the national W. C. T. U. convention in Chicago, over 
which Miss Frances E. Willard presided, as the sole 
delegate from South Carolina and served on the 
resolutions committee. 
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Mrs. Young wrote a regular temperance column 
for the Hampton County Guardian. Its editor, Col. M. 
B. Mcsweeney, later governor ( 1899-1903), said he 
did not know a man he would rather have write for 
his paper than Mrs. Young. As W. C. T. U. superin
tendent of presswork in South Carolina, Mrs. Young 
frequently wrote letters to newspaper editors to keep 
the public informed of the organization's goals and 
accomplishments. 

In 1890, while visiting Mrs. Adelaide Viola Neblett 
of Greenville, Mrs. Young attended a suffrage con
ference. Then and there the two women pledged 
themselves to work heart and soul for woman's 
enfranchisement in South Carolina. Mrs. Young made 
a suffrage address to the W. C. T. U. of Beaufort in 
1891 and later spoke on the same subject at 
Lexington and Marion. She formed a state association 
of 250 men and women who believed in equal rights 
and became its first president. 
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Pioneer for 
Woman's 
Rights 
Mrs. Virginia Durant Young, 
journalist, temperance leader 
and pioneer for woman's 
rights. "Give them a share in 
all your pursuits-law, medi
cine, journalism, the ministry; 
and from the finer quality of 
your partner, woman, these 
shall take a higher tone." 

-Photo courtesy Louise Lide 

About 1890 Mrs. Young bought the Varnville 
Enterprise and started publishing the Fairfax Enter
prise, a weekly, in her own home. Its motto was 
"Freedom For All." The printing office was operated 
and managed completely by women. The reporting of 
news was strongly slanted toward an improved status 
for women. 

In her press committee report at the 10th W. C. T. 
U. convention in Columbia, Feb. 12-21, 1892, Mrs. 
Young, reelected to the post of corresponding secre
tary, stated: 

I determined to have a local habitation and a name 
and in 1889 bought one-fourth interest in the Allen
dale Enterprise. This I considered a W. C. T. U. 
investment ... I was told that the saloon-keeper had 
withdrawn his advertisement because of my personal 
denunciation of the liquor traffic. The political Editor 
came out and assured the public that The Enterprise 
was not run in the interest of the W. C. T. U. or 
prohibition. All such gibes and flings I ignored, putting 
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the strongest and cutest best tidbits of thought I could 
cull from The Union Signal, "The Bulletin, Massa
chusetts White Ribbon," and "Woman's Journal." ... 
I also wrote for "The Broad Axe" and "The Good 
Templars." 
Campbellton, my own union, organized at great cost 
to myself in 1891-92. We met at my ho1,1se. The 
influence is largely educational. I kept a large temper
ance school, holding it in my parlor and sitting room 
till I went abroad last summer. 

Eb.:ter J-.i membership in the South Carolina P~ess 
Assoc( ,;ie,:· in 1;_;91, Mrs. Young attended its annu;,i 
meeting in J 892 and each one the re after through 
1906. She s<:fVed on the resolutions committe~. The 
only woman member for years, she was Lite ofiicial 
hostess at conventions, being particularly attentive to 
guests, new members and families of members. She 
frequently responded to toasts and made a formal 
address at almost every annual meeting she attended. 
Her 1892 address was reprinted and circulated as a 
"Woman Suffrage Leaflet." These opening and clos
ing thoughts are extracted from it: 

Let me premise that I am very fond of my home; each 
tree and flower and vine my husband and I have 
planted seems a part of my life's happy whole. I am, in 
deed and truth, one of the women who have no 
wrongs to right. Yet I joined your association, my 
brothers, for the sake of those who are wronged; and I 
have prepared this paper, hoping thus to be instru
mental in calling your thoughts to certain injustices 
which I fully believe you would wipe out if you would 
give your minds to them. 

My belief is that the men of South Carolina, than 
whom braver never breathed, are ready to arise and 
follow the star in the West of woman's advancement, 
and accept from their hearts the almighty fiat, "It is 
not good for man to be alone," neither in the exercise 
of his affections or in the performance of his duty. 
Love your wives and your sisters and your mothers, 
my brothers, and you will find your souls take on 
fitness for heaven. Give them a share in all your 
pursuits-law, medicine, journalism, the ministry; and 
from the finer quality of your partner, woman, these 
shall take a higher tone. 

In 1892 Mrs. Young petitioned the S. C. Legisla
ture for her personal enfranchisement, adopting this 
plan to spotlight and publicize the logic of her 
arguments. At that session Gen. Robert R. Hemphill, 
a staunch advocate, presented a bill in the senate to 
give women the franchise and the right to hold office. 
The vote was 14 yeas, 21 nays. 

Before the Constitutional Convention met in 
Columbia in 1895, Mrs. Young organized a party of 
prominent woman suffragists to tour the state and 
speak in favor of a provision in the new state 
constitution giving suffrage to tax-paying women. 
The group included Miss Laura Clay of Kentucky, 
who spent four months in South Carolina at her own 
expense to work for suffrage; Miss Helen Morris 
Lewis of North Carolina; Miss Elizabeth Upham Yates 
of Maine; Mrs. Neblett; and Mrs. Young. They held 
suffrage campaigns at Greenville, Spartanburg, 

Columbia, Charleston, Georgetown, Florence, 
Marion, Latta, Darlington, Timmonsville, Sumter, 
Allendale, Barnwell, Hampton and Beaufort. They 
helped prepare and circulate a number of petitions 
which were introduced at the Constitutional Conven
tion. Of their efforts the Charleston News and 
Courier of Nov. 3, 1906, stated: 

. . . Their cause was hopeless, but they were 
everywhere pleasantly received and Mrs. Young added 
to her reputation not only as an intelligent woman, 
but as a tactful and gracious woman. Her position was 
delicate. A woman in politics in South Carolina has no 
easy path, but she bore herself as a true South 
Caroiina woman would in all circumstances and 
instead of giving offense she gained friends for herself, 
if not for her cause, wherever she appeared. 

On Sept. 17, 1895, Mrs. Young, with Miss Clay 
and Mrs. Neblett, addressed the S. C. Constitutional 
Convention on woman suffrage, the first known 
instance of a woman's addressing the state legislative 
body. The constitutional amendment failed by a vote 
of 26 yeas, 121 nays. 

Striving toward the same goals, both Susan B. 
Anthony and Mrs. Young died in 1906, when the 
ideal of woman suffrage in South Carolina was still a 
dream. Wyoming adopted woman suffrage in 1869. 
Colorado, Idaho and Utah followed in the 1890s. 
South Carolina was in bitter opposition to the very 
end, and women of the state could not vote until the 
19th amendment was added to the U.S. Constitution 
in 1920. As late as January 1920 one speaker in the 
S. C. House of Representatives called for "a joint 
resolution which will kill the infernal thing now and 
forever." 

Again in 1896 Mrs. Young addressed the S. C. 
Legislature in behalf of Presidential suffrage for 
women. At the first convention of the Georgia 
Woman Suffrage Association in Atlanta, Nov. 28-29, 
1899, the following resolution, offered in the Ga. 
Legislature by Rep. Martin V. Calvin, was adopted: 

The use of the hall of the House of Representatives is 
hereby granted to Mrs. Virginia D. Young of South 
Carolina, Miss Frances A. Griffin of Alabama, and Mrs. 
Usabella Webb Parks of Georgia on the 28th instant 
for the purpose of delivering lectures on the scope of 
the elective franchise. 

Passage of the resolution indicates some progress 
in public sentiment, for in February 1895 Gov. W. Y. 
Atkinson of Georgia had refused the National Woman 
Suffrage Association permission to use the same hall, 
declaring it would be unconstitutional to allow 
women to use it. 

Mrs. Young regularly attended the annual conven
tions of the National American Woman Suffrage 
Association, usually held in Washington, D. C. Her 
prominence in the suffrage movement on a national 
scale is attested to by frequent references to her 

(Continued on Page 41) 
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GREENVILLF-Thomas i:. Parker Auditorium- "Wild l·lowcrs of the 

West." C'harlcs Keep, Speaker, 7:30 p.m. 
CLEMSON- Clemson University, Daniel Hall Auditorium "The Institu

tionalization of the Presidency," Dorothy James, As-.ociatc Profc<i
sor of Political Science at Lehman College, 3:30 p.m. 

music 

Through February I 
GREENVILLE Furman University, McAlister Auditorium-1-'urman 

Opera Workshop Will Perform "La Pericholc," 8:15 p.m. 
FEBRUARY 

I 
GREENVILLE-Bob Jones University, rounder\ Memorial Amphitori

um -Goldvosky's Opera Highlights with 1.-our Distinguished Vocal
ists in Famous Opera Arias, Trios and Quartets. 8 p.m. 

5 
ROC'K HILL-Winthrop College, Recital Hall-Concert by Jerry Helton, 

Tenor, 8 p.m. 
9 

CH AR LESTON-Charleston Municipal Auditorium-Charleston 
Symphony Association Concert. 

ROCK HILL-Winthrop College, Recital Hall-Music Scholarship 
Auditorium Program, l p.m. 

10 
COLUMBIA-Columbia Museum of Art-Ingrid and Robert McDonald, 

Piano/Reading, 3 :30 p.m. 
14 

GREENVILLE-furman University, McAlistcr Auditorium-The Green
ville Symphony, 8:15 p.m. 

17 
CHARLESTON--Thc COllege of Charleston, Physician's Memorial 

Auditorium-Concert by Marylene Dosse, Pianist, 8:30 p.m. 
18 

ROCK HILL--Winthrop College, Recital Hall-Concert by the Concord 
String Quartet, 8 p.m. 

CLEMSON --Ocmson University, Littlejohn Coliseum·- "American Sing
ing" with the Paul Hill 010rale and Orchestra, 8 p.m. 

19 
HARTSVILLE-Coker College Music Building Auditorium-Raymond 

C.armen Marchionni, 8 p.m. 
21 

ROCK HILL-Winthrop College, Recital Hall-Concert by Grover 
Pitman, French Horn and Eugene Barban, Piano, 8 p.m. 

22 
CHARLESTON-The College of Charleston, Physician\ Memorial 

Auditorium-Glamber Music Program: Marilyn Currie", Violin, 
Lucien de Groote, Cello; Myriam Buiruger; Piano, 8:30 p.m. 

25-26 
CHARLESTON-0.arlcston Municipal Auditorium-Liberace Concert. 

27-March I 
GREENVILLE-Bob Jones University, Concert Center-Bob Jones 

University's First Christian High School Music Festival and Con
tests, 5 p.m. 

28 
CLEMSON-Oemson University, Daniel Hall Auditorium-Tenor 

Joseph E. Jackson in a Program of Art Songs, 8 p.m. 

miscellaneous 

Through February I 7 
GI::ORGETOWN-The Rice Mu~eum "A Children's World," Special 

b.hibition. 
I IURUARY 

1-3 
GRLENVILLE-Tex1ilc Hall Southea~tern Recreational Vehicle Insti

tute 
4-March 3 

COLUMBIA-Columbia Museum of Art-Kirk American Silver Col\ec-
110n. 

14-15 
GRFLNVILLE-Tcxtile Hall American Kennel Club Dog Show. 

21-24 
GREENVILLE-Textile Hall Motor Sport Expo. 
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Champagne and Gastronomy 

Champagne as we know it was 
invented two centuries ago in a small 
French monastery in the heart of the 
Champagne district. Since that time 
the world has been trying to duplicate 
its taste and its magic. 

Champagne is a fragile but high
class wine. Fragile because this wine, 
more than the others, has to be kept in 
places not too dry, not too humid, at a 
constant temperature of 50 to 55 
degrees, away from drafts, trepidations 
and, above all, from light. Champagne 
must be served cool, 42 to 45 degrees, 
but not chilled, or frappe, as the 
French say. Over-chilling is a gross 
error which destroys all the body of 
the wine. 

Avoid, also, the champagne "whist" 
which reduces to nothing the work of 
the wine maker and destroys the finest 
qualities of the wine: An open bottle 
of champagne must be drunk and not 
kept. 

All stem glasses, tall, slim and ele
gant, are perfect for serving cham
pagne. Choose the tulip-shaped glasses 
rather than the traditional tall fluted 
champagne glasses. 

Champagne is one of the more 
versatile wines because there is no 
fundamental rule for which foods it 
best accompanies. You can drink it as 
an apertif or with or following a meal. 

Another reason for its greatness is 
that champagne is an all-purpose wine. 
If you have a champagne reception, 
begin by serving a glass to each of your 
guests; a brut, nonvintage, would be 
very good. Champagne is the best 
French aperitif and very much appre
ciated before a meal. 

For business dinners use the same 
kind of champagne all during the meal. 
If, however, you are having a family 
dinner, it is preferable to begin with a 
dry champagne. After a fish dish, serve 
a brut and finish the meal with a 
demisec, or semidry champagne. If it is 
a buffet reception, offer your guests 
brut, dry or semidry, and you will 
satisfy all tastes. 

French pink champagne is rare; 
serve it at a dinner where you are 
planning to serve very spicy dishes, 
such as Arab coucous, Spanish paella, 
or Mexican chili. 

Pike braised with champagne is best 
accompanied by a bottle of dry cham
pagne. The general rule is to serve the 
same wine that you use in cooking. 

A great brut champagne will ac
company escargots and frog legs very 
well. As far as red meats and game are 
concerned, a great brut vintage is 
indispensable. Dry and semidry are 
served with desserts. 

Champagne makes a perfect gift, 
and is an ideal accompaniment on 
those special occasions when only the 
best is appropriate. It is a joyful drink 
which richly deserves all the praise it 
has received in its short history. 

Jean-Pie"e Chambas is wine consult
ant to the Wine and Cheese Cellar. 
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(Continued from page 10) 
many others. All are not only eminent
ly worth looking at but are prime 
examples of architectural art. 

It is somewhat difficult to respond 
to Mr. Mencken's comments about 
workshops devoted to the making of 
beautiful things. There are not many 
workshops around these days; at least, 
not workshops in the context of Mr. 
Mencken's meaning. So, as an alterna
tive to this we will look at artists and 
painters in the state engaged in the 
making of beautiful things. Here we 
would have to say that the state seems 
to do quite well. Oh, we have our 
share of magnolia and gladiola paint
ers, but along with those South Caro
lina possesses a great many creative 
visual artists whose work is excellent. 
It would be impossible to mention 
them all and any selection would 
naturally be very subjective-but I 
believe that even Mr. Mencken would 
approve of the beautiful things created 
by Tom Turner the potter, Sam Wong 
the printmaker and John Acorn the 
sculptor, all from Clemson; William 
Halsey, Charleston painter; Carl Blair, 
painter, and sculptor Phil Whitley 
from Greenville; Columbia painter Jay 
Bardin and sculptor Howard Woody. 

Do we have any prose writers in 
South Carolina who can actually 
write? While South Carolina during the 
50 years we are talking about has not 
been as rich in literary talent as some 
states (Mississippi with William Faulk
ner and Eudora Welty during the same 
period immediately comes to mind), it 
is interesting to note that within 10 
years after Mr. Mencken wrote those 
words two South Carolina prose 
writers had received Pulitzer prizes
Charlestonian DuBose Heyward 
(1885-1940) in 1927 for the dramatic 
version of Porgy written with his wife 
Dorothy, and Julia Peterkin (Laurens 
County, 1880-1961) whose Scarlet 
Sister Mary won the prize in 1929. 
Other literary figures of note include 
Archibald Rutledge, South Carolina's 
late poet laureate and a prolific writer 
with more than 70 books and mono
graphs to his credit; Ambrose Gonzales 
(1857-1926) and his Gullah stories of 
the Carolina coast; Ben Robertson 
(1903-1943), writer of Red Hills and 
Cotton, an excellent account of life in 
upper South Carolina during the early 
'20s; historical novelist Elizabeth 
Coker; William Price Fox, Katharine 
Boling and, of course, James Dickey, 
regarded by many as America's great-
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est living poet. Mr. Dickey was born in 
Georgia but attended Clemson, is now 
professor of English and poet-in-res; 
dence at the University of South Caro
lina, and his works (Buckdancers 
Choice and Deliverance, among 
others) have received both critical ac
claim and numerous distinguished 
awards. 

It must be admitted that today, 50 
years l~ter, South Carolina still does 
not have an overabundance of critics. 
The art of criticism has always been a 
pretty inexact art, with people drifting 
into the field (as this writer did) rather 
than being trained in the profession. 
Most of the daily newspapers in the 
state have someone who serves as arts 
editor, but the level of criticism which 
they produce varies from adequate to 
inept. The weekly newspapers some
times have someone who is sort of 
artsy to cover local arts events, but the 
stories that result are usually neither 
good reporting nor bear any resem
blance to criticism. The state and the 
arts would certainly benefit if some 
organization or educational institution 
initiated some sort of annual work
shop, conference, seminar or course on 
criticism along the lines of the Nation
al Critics Institute held each year in 
Connecticut. 

And finally, musical composers: It 
seems we didn't have any in 1920, and 
we still don't. There is some musical 
composition by college/university 
music faculty, but South Carolina does 
not seem to have produced a topflight 
musical composer of which I am 
aware. 

That's where we stand. If one tal
lied up the score on a scale of 1 to 10, 
with 10 being the high and with a 
possible total score of 90, it would 
probably look something like this: 

Museums/Galleries 
Orchestras 
Opera House 
Theatre 
Public Monuments 
Workshops/Painters -
Prose Writers 
Critics 
Musical Composers -

Total 

6 
5 
3 
5 
8 
8 
7 
2 
0 
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Not quite half the possible score, 
which seems to suggest we are halfway 
there. Not an awful rating, but not a 
particularly stunning one either. Let's 
hope the improvement accelerates 
rapidly during the next half century. 
-Buck Miller. 

28. March 1-3 
CAMDEN-Palmetto Retriever Oub AK(' Licensed held Trial. 

theatre 

Through Feb I 
GREENWOOD-Greenwood Community Theatre- "The Odd Couple," 

8p.m. 
HARTSVILLE-Coker College-Residency by South Carolina Open 

Road Ensemble, 8 p.m. 
Through I·ebruary 2 

COLUMBIA-Town Theatre-"6 RMS. RIV. VU.," 8:30 p.m. 
Through hbruary 3 

COLUMBIA Workshop Theatre-"White Lie-." and "The Dumb
waiter," 8:30 p.m. 

FEBRUARY 
6 

DUE WEST -Erskine College-Theatre of the Deaf. 8:30 p.m. 
3-8 

ROCK HILL-Winthrop College, Johnson Building-"A Long Day's 
Journey Into Night," 7 p.m. 

7-9, 12-16 
GRFENVILLE-Furman University, Theatre '74-"The Importance of 

Being Earnest," Furman University Theatre Guild. 8:15 p.m. 
s:23 

GREENVILLE-Greenville Little Theatre- "look Homeward Angel," 8 
p.m. 

13 
G Rl· ENVILLE-1:urman University. Mc Alister Auditorium- "The 

Diary of Adam and Eve," The Alpha-Omega Players. Dalla,;. 9:25 
a.m. 

14-16. 21-23 
C'U·MSON-C'lcmson University, David H,dl Auditorium "Everyman." 

8p.m. 
16 

('HARLESTON-Charleston Municipal Auditorium "R.S.V.P. Cole 
Porter." 

19 
DUE WEST-Erskine C'ollege-"St. Joan." Alpha Omega Players. 8 p.m. 

21-23 
CHARLESTON-The College of Charleston, Calhoun Street Annex

Three One-Act Medieval Comedies. "Noah's 1-"lood." "Thor's 
Hammer," and Chaucer's" Merchant's Talc," 8:30 p.m. 

28-March 2 
CLEMSON-Clemson University, Food Industries Auditorium-"The 

Last of the Red Hot Lovers," Clemson Little Theatre, 8 p.m. 

art 
Through l·ebruary I 

CLFMSON -Clemson University, Rudolph Lee Gallery- One Man Show 
by John Kehoe, Sculptor. 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

l·EBRUARY 
1-28 

CLINTON Presbyterian College-SC ASA Student Traveling Show. 
3-17 

COLUMBIA-Columbia Museum of Art-Drawings and Paintings by 
Talmadge Ethridge of Beaufort 

3-March 3 
COLUMBIA-Columbia Museum of Art-Classical Art From Carolina 

Collections. 
4-March I 

CLEMSON Clemson University. Rudolph Lee Ga11cry "Indiana Land
scape of Man." 8-4:30 p.m. 

5-24 
ROCK HILL Winthrop College-Spring,; Traveling Art Show. 

7<!6 
DUI" WI ST bskine College. Exhibition Centcr-hskine Students Art 

I xhibit. 2·5:30 p.m. 
9 

CLEMSON-Clemson University, Clemson Housc-1-"e\tival of Arts. 
Hobbies and Handcrafts Sponsored by the Clemson University 
Woman's Club, 1-6 p.m. 

23-March 3 
COLUMBIA-Columbia Museum of Art -Scholastic Art Awards. 

Sandlapper 
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brilliant address at each convention and mention of 
her various other contributions in the six-volume 
History of Woman Suffrage by Susan B. Anthony and 
Ida Husted Harper (The Hollenbeck Press, Indian
apolis, 1902). Mrs. Young herself wrote the chapter 
in volume IV of the history dealing with the status of 
woman's rights in South Carolina. 

In her address at the 32nd annual National Woman 
Suffrage Association convention in Washington in 
February 1900, Mrs. Young said: 

In Sou th Carolina the first newspaper article in favor 
of woman suffrage written by a woman over her own 
name, was met by the taunt that she had imbibed her 
views from the women of the North. But this was 
merely ignorance of history, for the story of woman 
suffrage in the South really antedates that in New 
England. The new woman of the new South, who asks 
for equal rights with her brother man, is in the direct 
line of succession to that magnificent "colonial 
dame," Mistress Margaret Brent of Maryland, who 
asked for a vote in the Colonial Assembly after the 
death of her kinsman, Lord Baltimore, who had 
endowed her with powers of attorney. Margaret Brent 
antedated Abigail Adams by over a century. 

In April 1900 Mrs. Young, by invitation, addressed 
5,000 people at the Rivers' Bridge Memorial Associa
tion. In 1902 she brought personal influence to bear 
on the governor, senators and representatives for a 
hearing on woman suffrage. On January 28 Sen. 
Aldrich and Rep. Izler introduced simultaneously two 
bills-one asking for Presidential suffrage for tax
paying women, the other a suffrage in municipal 
elections. A hearing was held before a joint session on 
January 31 with the galleries crowded, where, in Mrs. 
Young's own words, "I was received with the usual 
chivalric attention and asked if I would ascend to the 
Speaker's chair. 'By no means. I wish to speak from 
the floor,' I answered. This privilege was accorded me 
and for the first time a woman spoke in the House of 
Representatives." 

In May 1903 Mrs. Young made a suffrage SJ?eech 
at the annual meeting of the S. C. Press Association at 
Georgetown. Of a later speech at a political rally, The 
State of Aug. 6, 1904, reported: 

Barnwell, S. C., Aug. 5, 1904-To an audience 
estimated at from 1,000 to 1,200 people, the State 
campaign party made addresses today. 

The attendance of ladies was large and accounted no 
little for the good order of the occasion. The meeting 
was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Glover, after 
which County Chairman Aldrich introduced Mrs. 
Virginia D. Young, who spoke with the ease of one 
accustomed to public speaking, with the charm charac
teristic of her sex, and with the versatility of a mind 
trained in newspaper work. She used a manuscript and 
referred liberally to woman's rights and made a very 
strong plea therefor. She was liberally applauded. 

Mrs. Young was not an abrasive feminist but an 
essential humanist. She was a member of the S. C. 

February 1974 

-Photo by Clifton Leddingham 

The library at Fairfax, former home of Dr. 
and Mrs. William Jasper Young. The home 
was given to the town in Dr. Young's will 
for use as a library and park. Young also 
left $5,000 each to schools in the county. 

Historical Society. She helped solicit funds for the 
Wade Hampton monument in Columbia. She worked 
for the establishment of a school of industrial arts for 
girls unable to attend Winthrop College. To com
memorate Arbor Day in 1898 she invited the women 
of Fairfax to meet at her home to form an organiza
tion to plant trees around the academy and church. 
The organization for civic improvement which result
ed was doubtless the precursor of the several garden 
clubs existing in Fairfax today. 

Mrs. Young began writing poems and stories as a 
child. She contributed frequent essays and articles to 
woman's rights publications. Her first book Loru
hamah was published in 1874 under the name 
Virginia Durant Covington. Originally published in 
the Memphis Daily Register, it later appeared in book 
form. She wrote three novels after her marriage to Dr. 
Young, all published by the Arena Publishing Co. of 
New York. Their titles and dates of publication are: 
Beholding as in a Glass, 1895;A Tower in the Desert, 
1896; and One of the Blue Hen's Chickens, 1901. A 
strong vein of religion runs through them, and they 
reflect the author's views on woman's rightful place 
in the world of affairs. 

After an illness of only a few days, Mrs. Young 
died of pneumonia Nov. 2, 1906. She is buried in the 
Baptist Church cemetery just outside the town limits 
of Fairfax. Dr. Young had a monument of Italian 
marble erected to her memory-a life-size female 
figure holding aloft the torch of liberty. On three 
sides of the base are these inscriptions: 
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Standing for truth and 
human rights, 

She heralded the new day 
out of the night. 

She climbed the heights 
and held aloft · 

The torch of liberty 
for her sex. 

Justice and liberty was 
her aim. 

The production of her 
fertile brain 

Will live and reproduce 
fair fruit again. 

Bereaved of his beloved and respected wife, Dr. 
Young buried his sorrow in unstinted dedication to 
his heavy case load, continuing his practice almost up 
to his death. He left an estate of approximately 
$250,000. His will, executed less than two weeks 
before his death, provided funds for a public hospital 
for white and Negro patients to be built within the 
town limits of Fairfax. When the location of the new 

-Photo by Clifton Ledding am 

The monument erected in memory of Virginia 
Durant Young by her husband in Baptist 
Church Cemetery in Fairfax. Below, the base 
of monument and part of the inscription. 

hospital was agreed upon, Fairfax extended its 
corporate limits to include the site. Dr. Young left his 
home and grounds, valued at $20,000, to the town of 
Fairfax for a public library and park. He also left 
$5,000 each to the white and Negro schools of 
Fairfax. Before his illness, he had already con
tributed $25,000 to the library of the medical 
department of the University of Georgia. 

South Carolinians of 50 years later are still 
beneficiaries of the committed labors of these two 
far-sighted individuals. Recent years have crowned 
the crusaders' achievements with even further expan
sion of woman's role in society. The funds Dr. Young 
left to the local schools gave a needed boost to state 
education. The Fairfax Library has rendered expand
ing services to the community since 1920. The 
Allendale County Hospital, completed in 1950, is a 
living memorial to one of South Carolina's most 
dedicated and skilled physicians. 

Foy Stevenson is a free-lance writer from Columbia. 
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nPalmetto Square 
U 1440 Main St. Columbia S.C. 

OFFICE & SCHOOL 
SUPPLIES, FURNITURE. EQUIPMENT 

BOOKS, STATIONERY, PENS. ENGRAVING, 
GREETNi CARDS, WEDDING ALBUMS, 

~lnSl.,P 

PRINTS BY 
ANNE WORSHAM RICHARDSON 

,,fr 
:-,..\ 

-"BOB WHITE" 18"x23"........ . $35.00 
Limited Edition of 2,500 

~----~~,·"'_--.... ~- ~ 
~ .....__ - ~--~:: 

~
--- ,,,- , 

.

~_,.....~ 
.,,,,-.. . ..-. . ..-(' -'-·::::.. -::-~~~ ..... 

"MALLARDS" 22"x28". . . . . . . . . $50.00 
Limited Edition of 2,000 

"CAROLINA WREN WITH YELLOW 
JESSAMINE" 16"x20".......... $15.00 

11"x14" .......... $ 8 .00 

"BARN OWLS" 18"x23" . . . . . . . . $35.00 
Limited Edition of 2,500 

SCHOOL AND OFFICE 
SUPPLIES 

COMPLETE HOME FLAG SETS 
Size 3' x 5' 
Reg. $8.00. Now only $5.50. 
• Complete with bracket, pole and flag. 

Same as above but with heavy em
broidered stars and heavier longer lasting 
material. Reg. $14.00. Now only $10.95. 

S. C. FLAGS 
3'x5' cotton ............. $12.10 
3'x5' nylon .............. $17 .00 
3'x5' nylon with fringe ...... $25.00 

4'x6' cotton ............. $16.00 
4'x6' nylon .............. $20.00 
4'x6' nylanin .. ........... $44.50 
5'x8' cotton ............. $44.00 
5'x8' nylanin ............. $60.20 

DESK SIZE 
4"x6" nylon ........... $ .70 
8"x 12" nylon ........... $ 1.80 
12"x18" nylon ........... $ 4.05 

LIMITED OUANITIES OF ALL FLAGS 

NEW BOOKS 

VOICES OF THE LONG AGO. Last 
manuscript by Archibald Rutledge . Bibli
cal short stores. $5.95. -

SOUTH CAROLINA GARDENS . By 
Nell Graydon. 68 color plates, over 100 
photographs. The photographs and text 
constitute a sort of road map to entice 
garden lovers to travel and explore all 
sections of the Palmetto State. $12.95. 

STORMY PETREL: N. C. GONZALES 
AND HIS STATE. By Lewis Pinkney 
Jones. A lively biography of the best
known journalist yet produced in S. C. 
$9.95. -GEORGE ALFRED TRENHOLM AND 
THE COMPANY THAT WENT TO 
W.AR. By Ethel S. Nerveux. A must for 
the Civil War enthusiast! George A . 
Trenholm, last secretary of the treasury 
of the Confederacy, was a charming, 
civic-minded South Carolinian . The 
shipping firm in Charleston of which he 
was principal owner owned forty or 
more blockade runners. It purchased 
most of the ships for the Confederacy 
and was known as "Bankers for the 
Confederacy ." Limited edition $10.00. 

D Palmetto Square 
Please print clearly the number and selection 
title for each item desired. For each book 
ordered, add 50 cents for handling and 
postage (S.C. residents add 4 percent sales 
tax). Be sure to send all orders to: 



Judge Keller's 
General Store 

By Nathan B. Brown Jr. 

"Y essir , you can get anything you want 
right here," the man behind the 
counter said, "and probably get it 

50 cents cheaper than anywhere else ." 
Those are not the exact words of lifelong 
Clemson resident "Judge" Keller, but it is 
a saying widely attributed to him and 
gives a good idea of his mercantile philos
ophy. 

The Judge, owner and operator of 
Keller's General Store-and perhaps this 
small college town's most famous resi
dent-has been in the store business for a 
long time. His experience dates back to 
the early '20s when he helped his father 
after school. 

Contrary to popular belief, the Judge 
does not carry everything in the world. 
It's just that he has an old-fashioned 
general store . And it seems general stores, 
a rare sight these days, carry a few more 
items than most contemporary merchan-
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dise marts. According to the Judge, 
whose real name is William Bryan Keller, 
he inherited his title and store from his 
father, the original Judge . 

"My father came here to go to 
school," Keller notes . "But he began 
working part time by helping a Phila
delphia tailor with alterations for the 
boys' uniforms." The Judge explained 
that the students at then all-male Clem
son College wore West Point-type cadet 
uniforms which required a perfect fit. 

The school brought down the tailor, a 
German immigrant, the Judge said, for 
the alterations. "Well, the college had this 
Philadelphia fella down here to do the 
altering," he reminisces. "After a couple 
of years of spending nine months of the 
year in Clemson, this fella decided he 
didn't want to come back for that third 
September. It's easy to understand. He 
was spending most of his time away from 

his family , and , Lord, there wasn't any
thing down here then." So, according to 
Keller, the old German immigrant recom
mended Clemson turn the business over 
to his helper. 

The original Judge, finding the busi
ness opportunity to his liking, dropped 
out of school at the beginning of his 
junior year to take over Clemson's tailor
ing shop. "My father just took over the 
business," Keller says. "The college gave 
him two rooms in the old barracks to 
work in, and he had another room to 
sleep in. Of course, he ate in the mess 
hall. Everybody did . There wasn't any
place else ." 

But according to Keller , his father did 
not land his distinctive nickname until 
rising enrollment forced him off campus. 
That is when the familiar "Judge" began 
cropping up, Keller recalls . "The uni
forms had to fit just right. It was a 
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Judge Keller stands before his "new" storefront. A 
look inside is enough to convince anyone of 
the variety of merchandise at Judge Keller's General Store. 

judgment thing. The first thing the com
mandant told the new boys was for them 
to go down to my father's to be fitted. 
He told them Keller would judge the fit. 
Eventually, he just sent them down to the 
'Judge.'" 

Keller, whose brick store sits on the 
corner of Sloan and College Avenue, said 
his father's first building was erected 
across Sloan on the current site of the 
Study Hall restaurant. 

"A fella named Boggs owned all the 
land around here," he remembers. His 
father went to Boggs, asking for enough 
land to build a store. Keller's seemingly 
straightforward question, however, led to 
a strange state of affairs and some diffi
culty. 

"This fella Boggs told my father to go 
ahead and build his store. He said he 
would give him a deed later." Of course, 
the original Keller pressed for the deed 
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first, with a building second; but Boggs 
put him off. "A deed meant a trip to 
Pickens," he explains. "That was an 
all-day trip, which Boggs only made once 
a year, in August, I believe." 

So Keller built his store first and, true 
to his word, Boggs gave him a deed-for 
the exact dimensions of the building. 
"My father thought he was going to get 
about an acre," the Judge chuckles. 
"That was the customary lot in those 
days. Instead, he got a 20- by- 38 plot. 
The whole place was nothing but a cotton 
field. My father told me many times 
afterward, he'd have built a bigger build
ing if he'd known that was the kind of 
deed Bogg~ had in mind." 

Keller took over his father's store in 
1947. He had graduated from Clemson in 
1934, then worked for the college eight 
years. "Then Uncle Sam gave me an 
all-expense-paid trip to Italy," he smiles. 

"He also furnished lots of excitement at 
no extra charge." 

Keller, who married his grade school 
sweetheart, the former Lila Vandiver, in 
1940, has a sense of tradition and pride 
associated with his store. 

Styles have greatly changed, Keller 
reminisces, but he still sells many of the 
same items. "Casual pants used to be the 
rage 20 years ago," he notes, "but now 
everyone wears jeans. But I still sell just 
boys' stuff." The Judge, who was waiting 
on two co-eds at the time, said the girls 
buy boys' clothes, most frequently engi
neer caps, sweatshirts and jeans. "These 
gals insist on getting boys' blue jeans," he 
says, "even though they don't fit. But I'm 
not complaining. It makes it easier on me 
ordering one kind." 

Keller's store, a brick structure built 
in 1937, has not changed much over the 
years. In fact, the Judge has made only 
one alteration-remodeling his storefront 
windows. "We used to have those re
cessed show windows," he points out. 
"They were real stylish for awhile, but 
now everyone wants the straight front." 

The store, which features merchandise 
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Tennis shoes, a must for young customers, are fitted personally 
by the Judge. Right, an old-fashioned hanging scale 

keeps fair weight for merchandise bought at fair prices. 

stacked to the 10-foot ceiling on two 
walls, still has the original lights-chained 
bulbs with white glass globes, which 
attract a lot of attention. "A lot of 
people have wanted to buy my lights ," he 
says. "In fact, I had somebody in here 
last week asking about those things." 

But Judge Keller's is not a museum or 
a decaying relic of the past. It is a whole 
new world with an adventure in every 
nook and cranny. His father first started 
the business in 1899 , and Keller's General 
Store has been operating continuously 
from the same location since 1918. 

But the Judge is not living on dreams 
or past memories. "There's not much of a 
living in a store," he admits , "but there's 
enough for my wife and myself. I asked 
my son if he wanted to take over when I 
retired, but he went into forestry for a 
career instead." 

The Judge doesn't feel much like 
retiring now with things like they are . 
"We're doing fairly well," he explains. "I 
guess I'll stay on until I die." But Keller is 
not a clinging vine, and he never intends 
to become one . "We sell as cheap as we 
can and serve the best we can," he says . 
"If a pair of pants don't fit , we make 
them fit." 

"Yessir, we appreciate your trade," he 
calls as a customer leaves. "Come back." 
Keller , who provides such a courteous , 
interested touch, makes shopping an en
joyable experience. It is his way of life 
and his way of doing things. 

"Yep," he nods. "That fella will come 
back." 

Nathan B. Brown Jr. is a free-lance writer 
from Clemson. 
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interesting, 

unusual items 

and services 

= = = = x:: AN TI Q U ES c:x = = = = 
NOTTINGHAM ANTIQUES. 166 Alabama St., 
Spartanburg, S. C. 29302. Dealer to the dis
criminating. 18th and 19th century furniture 
Decorative accessories. 

==-=-· ANTIQUES & GIFTS- -=- -=-~ >C>< 

PULLIAM-MORRIS INTERIORS, 2909 
Devine, Columbia, 29202. Unusual old things. 
Exciting new things. Gifts for all occasions, 
beautifully wrapped and delivered. 

WILLIAM KEY INTERIORS. Offering an ex
citing collection of gifts, accessories and furni
ture. Antique, Traditional and Contemporary . 
For office and home. Displayed in a gracious 
town house setting. 909 East Washington 
Street, Greenville, South Carolina. 233-4469 or 
233-4479. 

>C:><>C><><::><.c ANTIOUE PRINTS ~>C><>C>>C>< 

INTRODUCING OUR 1974 catalog of antique 
prints and maps. Catesby, Edwards, Gould ... 
Many state and regional maps. Two dollars. 
Musgrove Mill, 393 East St. John St., Spartan
burg, S. C. 29302. 

Picriccorn 
House 
WHAT WASP. H.? 

"'.,,. = >C>< = = BOO KS · - - "..,. = = = 
OLD BOOKS bought, sold, appraised, repaired; 
Carolinas our specialty. Free catalog . Broad
foot's Bookmark, Box 729, Wendell, N .C. 
27591. 

HAMPTON BOOKS (founded N.Y., 1946). Old 
and rare history, cinema-TV, aerospace, South 
Carolina-and general. Prints, posters, maps. Rt. 
1, Box 76, Newberry, S. C. 29108. Ph. 
276-6870 (US Hwy. 176, 2 mi . N. of S.C. 34). 

== = x:: CO A TS OF AR MS ::x == >=< 

HAND PAINTED, RESEARCHED heraldic de
signs-crewel and needlepoint arms-kneeling 
bench . Heritage Arts, Box 468, Edgefield, S.C . 
29824. 

= = x:::x = N E E D L E WO R K > ,.c::x = = 
AUTHENTIC NEEDLEPOINT college emblems 
painted on canvas, yarn included. Special: coats 
of arms painted on canvas, yarn included (allow 
two weeks for delivery). Also, we will do your 
research. Graphs, canvas and yarn for S. C. 
palmetto tree and medical caduceuses. Nation
ally advertised Icelandic Kits for ponchos and 
ski sweaters. Imported yarns, materials, crewel 
and needlepoint. Assorted pocketbook kits. 
Folline's Knit and Bridge Studio (next to the 
A&P), 2926 Devine Street, Columbia, S. C. 
29205. Phone 253-9748. 

An antiques shop with furniture, art and gifts. 

WHAT ISP. H. NOW? 
An art gallery and framing business. 

WHAT KINDS OF ART? 
Paintings- antique and contemporary; original prints 
of all mediums with emphasis on very limited editions 
and col\ectibility. 

WHAT CALIBER FRAMING? 
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Exceptional care and counsel; top quality molding 
and variety of selection; outstanding picture framing 
with emphasis on preservation and conservation. 

1601 RICHLAND ST. 
COLUMBIA, S.C. 254-5481 
MONDAY-FRIDAY, 9-5:30 

ONE OF SOUTH CAROLINA'S 
BEST KEPT 
SECRETS 

LONESOME 
DUCK 

GALLERY, LTD. 

For Jim Harrison prints 
& originals on Hilton 
Head Island, shop our 
gallery. We also have 
the largest selection 
of limited edition wild
life works. 

Stop by and browse 
through our unlimited 

sel~.,, 
LONESOME 

~ ~ ~ 

- C DUCK GAUERY. lTO 

COLIGNY PLAZA, HILTON HEAD ISLAND. S.C. 29928 

0 
ORIENTAL 

RUGS 
SALE 

TRE!UENDOUS SA. VINGS 
ALL SIZES-ALL PRICES 

NEW AND ANTIQUE 

BISTANY'S 
"We clean and repair oriental rugs." 

Directions : 

Go to 2400 Two Notch Rd., Columbia, 
Turn at Kayo Station 

and stop at 1703 McFadden Street . 

• 

a 252-8171 0 

47 



48 

Magnetic Chess Set 
110 1/i II 

X 10 1/i "} 

Was $12.95 Our Price $9.95 
mailed insured to your doorsteps 
For our large selection of im
ported chess sets in hand 
carved wood, genuine leather, 
onyx, alabaster, Florentine and 
many others, write for our color 
brochure. 

GIFTS INTERNATIONAL INC. 
P. 0. Box 4960, Southpark 

Florence, S. C. 29501 
(The Southeast's Largest 
Wholesaler of Chess Sets) 

from the author who gave you 
A PIECE OF THE FOX'S HIDE 

now a far gentler tale 

Katharine Boling's 

*COUNTRY BUNNIES 

Co,afr-~ Bu.1t1tiM 
81 Kath,iu S. 1loll11 

,; 

,,; 

,,. ,;·,; ' f;«l .. , , , ,, 
ti 

-- C: ,,.--/ 

at better bookstores 
$5.95 

or order direct 

CBS 
Box 456 
Pamplico, S. C. 29583 

enclose check for $6.50 

*Yes, Virginia, It's For Adults 

personally .... 

A dynamic and creative monthly periodical reflecting the best that South 
Carolina and its people have been, are now, and will be! 

This month let me introduce Charles Alexander, our advertising director, 
to you . Charles is probably a familiar figure to many of you , since he makes 
contacts daily with people from all over the state to discuss the business side 
of magazine publication- selling advertisements. 

Charles was born in Panama, but he has made Lexington, S. C., his home 
for the past 20 years . He graduated from the University of South Carolina 
with a concentration in both journalism and advertising and has been with 
Sandlapper for two years . 

Charles has the responsibility with the magazine for selling regional and 
local advertising and for coordinating all advertising appearing in Sandlapper. 
He enjoys meeting and working with people throughout the Southeast , 
especially those here in South Carolina. 

His sense of humor is an outstanding attribute , in both his personal and 
professional relationships. He has been dubbed Court Jester by the 
Sandlapper staff; we depend on Charles to lift up our spirits when we get 
depressed and to lead the laughter and carryings-on that set the tone for most 
days in the office. He has a wit- and a temper- that match his red hair. 

Pride in seeing a job done well is one of Charles' strongest motivations, 
whether it concerns his work with Sandlapper, his competitive spirit in the 
many sports in which he participates or his enthusiasm for his civic projects. 
"I am especially proud of Sandlapper ," he says, "because in the last year or 
year and a half, it has achieved its goal of becoming the magazine for today's 
South Carolinian. It's really great to work with a staff of such young and 
aggressive people." 

In addition to his interest in all sports , especially golf and tennis , Charles 
enjoys his dogs, the boxers which he raises for pets as well as for show 
purposes. He plays and coaches basketball for his church league team and is 
co-founder of the Youth Basketball League in Lexington County . He was 
delighted to earn his credentials as a basketball official several years ago . 
Charles and his wife Maria are also active in many civic programs in Lexington 
County . 

Next month we might take a break in our introductions , and I shall have a 
surprise for you. In the meantime, I look forward to hearing from you and 
meeting you personally. 

~~~·~ 
Kay N. Langley, Publisher 

"MAKE A GOOD IMPRESSION" 

1411 AUGUSTA ROAD WEST COLUMBIA. S.C. 803-796-8465 
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All fathers look pretty much alike. 
At least to their newborn offspring. 
The big difference is how they look when it's 
time to take care of the hospital and doctor bills . 
The ones that keep their cool are those who 
had the vision to sign up for Blue Cross & Blue 
Shield protection . 

Their coverage pays the expenses of hospital , 
medical , and surgical care . Even the pediatrician 's 
visit to check their new arrival. And it covers not 

only the "blessed event''. But other events down 
the road which could be more serious . And more 
costly . 

More than 600,000 members of Blue Cross & 
Blue Shield in South Carolina enjoy this peace
of-mind coverage today . Isn 't it in your best in 
terest to join them? 

In your best interest ... 

... 
Blue Cross® 
Blue Shield® 
of South Carolina 

® Regi ste red Mark of Bl ue i;: 
® Regi ste red M ark of ~a,or 



SMIRNOFF® VODKA. 80 & 100 PROOF. DISTILLED FROM GRAIN. STE. PIERRE SMIRNOFF FLS. (DIVISION OF HEU BL EI N.) @1974, HEUBLEI N, I NCORPORATED, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 

The 
Bloodhound. 

What's red, has Sll\irnoff in it 
and is served in a tall glass? 
Think you know? Suppose 
we add it's easy to make and 
it has a nut:like taste instead 
of a spicy one? Still confident? 

Well, even we were fooled 
when somebody served us 
what appeared to be a Bloody 
Mary but turned out to be a 
nifty new drink. It's made with 
Smirnoff, tomato juice and a 
little dry sherry. We're calling 
it the Bloodhound.So nobody 
gets fooled. 
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To make.,..J !ii;dll6und, 
pour !Yi ozs. of Smirnoff 
into a glass with ice. Add 
3 ozs. tomato juice and 
Yi oz. or so of dry sherry. 

SmfrnofF 
leaves you breathless" 
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