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READERS 
COMMENTS 

Sandlapper welcomes letters to 
the editor on matters of general in
terest. We ask that the letters be 
held to 150 words or less. Excerpts 
from this month's letters are pre
sented below. 

Please let me thank you and Mr. 
John Faust, author of the very at
tractive article on Woodlands Plan
tation in the June "Sandlapper," 
and at the same time correct a few 
inaccuracies. Mr. Faust makes the 
statement that this plantation was 
acquired in 1820 by Nash Roach, 
and a house built thereon by him. 
We do not know when Woodlands 
was bought by Nash Roach, or 
when the house was built. We only 
know that William Gilmore Simms, 
the author, and his bride ( daughter 
of Nash Roach) moved there im
mediately after their marriage in 
1836 and that Simms described it 
as "an ancient dwelling." 

Mr. Faust is also mistaken as to 
the present ownership of Wood
lands. My brothers and sisters are 
no longer living. The plantation is 
now owned by me and my children, 
by the two grandaughters of my 
brother William Gilmore Simms, by 
the son of my sister Mrs. Robert 
Boyd Cole, and by the two sons of 
my sister Mrs. A.L. Simms Buck. I 
trust your subscribers will make 
these corrections in their copies of 
this very interesting article, perhaps 
might even clip this correction and 
attach to the article itself so as to 
keep the record straight. 

Mary C. Simms Oliphant 
(Mrs. Albert Drane Oliphant) 
Greenville, South Carolina 

The April issue of "Sandlapper" 
was especially gratifying to me. The 
success story of singer Myrtle Hall 
was most inspiring. The excellent 
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article on South Carolina's public 
kindergarten serves to point out 
South Carolina's commitment to 
her youth. The seeds for many 
future success stories are being 
planted through this early educa
tion. 

Also, I was pleased to read of the 
joint efforts of so many people to 
bring "Porgy and Bess" home. 

A native South Carolinian, I find 
your beautiful magazine an ideal 
way to keep in touch with the 
state. 
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Patricia Smith Newman 
(Mrs. Grant Newman) 
Portland, Maine 

May I call to your attention an 
error in Dr. Jones' article in the 
current issue of "Sandlapper"
"Chapter 17, Age of Hampton"-on 
page 59, in which he mentions "A 
key Conservative from 1877 to 
1882 was Hugh Scott Thompson." 
This should be Hugh Smith Thomp
son. My husband was his grandson 
and namesake. 

Mary Ervin Thompson 
(Mrs. Hugh S. Thompson) 
Darlington, South Carolina 

I believe you will find that the 
picture on page 54, May 1970 

"Sandlapper" in Mrs. Kathleen 
Lewis Sloan's interesting article, 
"Sanctuary For Rare Manuscripts," 
is not Audubon's "Pileated Wood
peckers" but instead his rare 
"Ivory-Billed Woodpecker." 

The latter is now virtually ex
tinct and the known remnants 
under protection by Audubon 
Association wardens. Formerly 
they were seen in this area south 
from Illinois and Indiana to the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

The confusion of the ivory-billed 
and the pileated is due to the white 
wing patches, shown in flight only 
in the pileated, whereas the ivory
billed shows these white wing 

ho saves for the 
future at 
Standard 
Savings? 

Mammas 
~a_nd Pappas! 

Sandlapper 



patches when at rest. 
I have never identified an ivory

billed woodpecker in South Caro
lina, though pileated woodpeckers 
are numerous in the lower part of 
the state. I have seen them most 
commonly at Rockville on Wad
malaw Island, and in large numbers 
on Dixie Plantation of the artist 
John Henry Dick while visiting the 
ruins of old St. Paul's Church on 
the Stono River some years ago 
with the late Bishop Thomas. I have 
seen a few each year for the last 12 
or 15 years at Mount Hope Plan
tation in Fairfield County, near 
Ridgeway, 20 miles north of 
Columbia. 

Charles E. Thomas 
Greenville, South Carolina 

I do not know who is responsible 
for entering J.J. Audubon's print 
on page 54 of May issue of 
"Sandlapper" but I do think the 
mistake should be corrected. The 
print is not the pileated wood
peckers but of the ivory-bill wood
peckers, the male on the left 
limb and two females on the right 
limb of the tree. These birds (the 
ivory bill) if not extinct are so rare 
that their whereabouts are kept a 
secret. My last sighting of these 
birds was in the late thirties. The 
white on the wings do not show up 
on the pileated when at rest but 
only in flight. 

R.C. Stanland 
Georgetown, South Carolina 

As a subscriber to "Sandlapper," 
I am more than passingly interested 
in Kathleen L. Sloan's May article, 
"Sanctuary for Rare Manuscripts." 

Among the rather extensive 
library [of my] Grandfather 
Eason ... were two volumes of 
Audubon's works-large books, 
hand-painted, exquisite printing ( or 
lithographing or engravings). We as 
children loved the two volumes, 
and looked at them often, certainly 
during the first ten years of my life 
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Remember 
the old days 
when telephones 
looked like this? 

Telephones and 
telephone services have 
come a long way. So has 
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look forward to continued 
progress together. 

@ Southern Bell 
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By Patricia McNeely 
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South Carolina Hurricanes 
By M. Foster Farley 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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• Lectures • Dance 

• Tours 
• Fairs 
• Horse Shows 

(1888-1898). 
We still possess the Animal Book

hand-painted, exquisite work, hand
somely bound in gold-decorated 
leather, etc. However, the Bird Book 
(Audubon's), which we three [sur
viving children] recall distinctly, dis
appeared in the several moves my 
father made on leaving Charleston 
in 1898 or 1899. 

About 1901 or 1902 we moved 
to Columbia .... All of the an
cestral furnishings, books, etc., 
travelled with us on all the moves. 

It was not until many years later 
when my sisters and I were looking 
over the shelves and boxes of books 
in our possession, that we became 
aware of Audubon's "Bird Book" 
was missing! 

We have no idea of what may 
have happened to it-no trace or 
any information of any of friends 
or relatives having same that we 
know of. 

Capt. W.R. Whilden, (Ret.) 
North Myrtle Beach, South Caro
lina 

The Saunders Home in State
burgh [featured in March] con
tained an old library that I used to 
revel in when I visited those people. 
Do you know what became of that 
library? They had books from the 
earliest days of printing, some of 
those books were bound in raw
hide. 

W.B. Roddey 
Richburg, South Carolina 

Last year, I sent a subscription to 
my daughter whose husband is 
stationed in Naples, Italy, with the 
U.S. Air Force. When I visited her 
in December, I was introduced to 
all of her friends and their response 
was, "You 're the one that sent the 
'Sandlapper,' and we enjoy it so 
much." No one was from South 
Carolina, and there were a number 
of Italians who enjoyed it as much 
as we do. I was so proud of our 
magazine, and I know you will 
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enjoy knowing that so many feel 
this way. 

Margie C. Perry 
Winnsboro, South Carolina 

The article on "Old Dorchester 
State Historical Park" in your April 
issue is an interesting one but sev
eral parts of it are historically in
accurate. 

The author ... stated that the 
fort at Dorchester was built in 
1775. Actually, it was built before 
1719 and was repaired in 1775 as a 
place of refuge in case Charleston 
should be captured by the British. 

The article also states that the 
Parish Church of St. George was 
built by the New England Congre
gationalists after 1 750. St. George's, 
Dorchester was an Anglican Church 
and had nothing to do with the New 
England Congregationalists. It was 
built in 1719. 

The New England Congrega
tionalists built their church several 
miles from the town in 1696. It was 
known as the "Old White Meeting 
House." 

James B. Waring, Co-Chairman 
Dorchester County 
Tricentennial Committee 
Moncks Corner, South Carolina 

Since I am a native South Caro
linian I enjoy the magazine very 
much, especially the the May issue. 
Am a native of Barnwell County, 
Blackville, South Carolina. My 
father practiced dentistry there for 
many years. 

I have in my possession . .. the 
George Washington snuff box, 
handed down on my mother's side 
of the family since 1 791. I keep it 
in the vault of the Lucedale Bank. I 
have been living in Mississippi since 
my marriage to S.E. Buchanan. We 
observed our fiftieth anniversary in 
January 1970. 

Hattie Rena Milhous Buchanan 
Lucedale, Mississippi 

July 1970 

1.11111 . . 
First Piedmont Bank and Trust 

INVESTMENT NOTES 

First Piedmont Bank and Trust Company of Greenville, 
S.C., offers investors 7% interest on 30 or 60 month notes 
of $500 or more, with larger notes available in even $100 
amounts. 

These Investment Notes are not deposits and are not in
sured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation. They 
are unsecured and are subordinate to the deposits of the 
Bank. Interest is paid quarterly or at maturity. 

Direct inqu iries to 0. Perry Earle III 
First Piedmont Bank and Trust Company 
Box 3028 Phone: (803) 242-5383 
Greenville, S.C. 29602 
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of media 
and prices. 
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Edmund Yaghjian 

Location: U.S. 378, W. Columbia, S.C. 
Address: P.O. Box 1668, Columbia, S.C. 29202 
Telephone (803) 796 - 2686 
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By Helen B. King 

Hollanders Didn't 
Settle the I 
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On their way to the sea the Broad 
and Saluda rivers carve the 
prongs of a large fork as they 

converge near the city of Columbia 
and become the Congaree. The 
valley between the Broad and 
Saluda rivers, extending approxi
mately 30 to 50 miles northwest
ward from Columbia, is called the 
Dutch Fork. It was settled to a 
great extent by German Palatines 
about the middle 1700s, and it was 
called Deutsch/and for their home
land. Thus Deutsch, from which 
"Dutch" is likely derived, refers to 
the Germans, and not to the Hol
landers. 

The Palatines were people living 
in a district near the Rhine River in 
Germany. Seeking better economic 
conditions as well as religious free
dom during the 18th century, many 
of these Germans came to America 
to escape the long-continuing suf
fering which followed the Thirty 
Years' War (1618-1648). 

At the Dutch Fork, most of their 
log and wooden meetinghouses 
have been replaced by handsome 
brick and granite structures, air
conditioned and carpeted, with 
commodious educational buildings 
and parsonages. Sprawling in
dustries furnish livelihood for many 
former farm families, and the early 
Colonial style of architecture, 
mostly one- and two-story houses 
with chimneys at each end and nar
row porches across the front, is 
yielding to the modern ranch-type 
dwelling mode. But no matter how 
pretentious, or modest, the new 
homes may be, most of them boast 
a neat, productive vegetable garden 
and fruit trees nearby. The thrifty 
and energetic housewife fills her 
freezer, and her pantry is a kaleido
scopic assortment of canned vege
tables and fruit. Sauerkraut made in 
an earthen crock is becoming in
creasingly hard to find, but home
made liver dumplings are still con
sidered a delectable treat by Dutch 
Forkers. Hog-killing is still an im
portant event at which neighbors 

-Photo by R.B. Hilborn Jr. 
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assist each other and receive was on the south side of the Cong
portions of the "fresh" (meat) for aree River just opposite the present 
their efforts. city of Columbia. A few Saxe-

Their religion has remained al
mo st solidly Lutheran, and the 
church as a center of social activity 
as well as one of spiritual sus
tenance continues to be the binding 
influence of the community. 
Functions are provided for all, from 
the Children of the Church to the 
Golden Age groups, the latter being 
well-represented, for longevity is a 
characteristic of the folk and age is 
respected and honored. 

According to the "Pennsylvania 
German Pioneers," by Strassburger, 
the following are some of the ships 
that brought groups of Palatines to 
America: Pennsylvania Merchant, 
1732-33; Lydia, 1739; Bilander 
Vermont, 1747; Duke of Wirten
berg, 1751; Anderson, 1751; Re
covery, 1754; Edinburg, 1754; 
Sarah, 1764; Dragon, 1766; Hamil
ton, 1767; Betsy, 1768; Catherine, 
1 772; Charming Molly, 177 4; and 
Union, 1774. Some of these ships 
landed far north of Dutch Fork but 
many Palatines found their way 
there, some of them looking for a 
warmer climate. 

Conditions in the American col
onies about that time were con
ducive to the migration of the Pal
atines to America. In South Caro
lina, Gov. Robert Johnson, the first 
of the royal governors, had brought 
a plan from England to attract new 
settlers: the Township Plan, where
by 11 townships were to be laid out 
in the Back Country of South Caro
lina. As each township attained a 
population of 100 families it would 
become a parish with representa
tion in the Assembly. These town
ships would serve as a barrier of 
protection against the Indians for 
the already settled Low Country. 

There was also the King's Bounty 
Act of 1761, providing five pounds 
and free land to immigrants from 
Europe who escaped religious perse
cution. The head of each family 
was usually warranted 100 acres of 
land, with 50 acres for each child. 

Saxe-Gotha, one of the town
ships laid out under the new plan, 

Gotha residents who were German 
Swiss resettled in the Dutch Fork, 
and settlers also came from the 
Low Country and some from Penn
sylvania and Virginia. By 1760 
around 2,000 Germans had settled 
in the valley, with twice as many 
Germans as English, and both Ger
man and English were spoken in the 
section. 

Dr. Daniel W. Hollis tells us, 
"There is some indication, however, 
that the first settlers in the Fork 
may have been English or Scotch
Irish pioneers who came in from 
the Broad River side. In any event, 
the first seven settlers in the Fork 
were: Thomas Brown, Jacob Derer, 
Caesar Faust, John J. Fridig, John 
Jacob Geiger, John Hamilton, and 
John Mattys. It is impossible to 
ascertain which of these men was 
actually first." 

Legend has it that John Adam 
Summer, an early settler in present 
Newberry County, was on his way 
to South Carolina from Pennsyl
vania when he came upon a 
wounded Indian boy. He adminis
tered aid to the youth and returned 
him to the home of his father who 
proved to be an Indian chief. So 
grateful was the chief to the white 
man that he sent runners ahead of 
him from one tribe to another so 
that his son's benefactor was able 
to proceed in safety to his destina
tion. The story says further that 
when Summer saw the Broad River 
with the hills in the distance, he 
was so reminded of his homeland 
near the Rhine River in Germany 
that he decided to settle here. 

Be that as it may, the "History 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
of South Carolina, 1824-1924," 
states that a large body of immi
grants accompanied John Adam 
Summer to South Carolina, and 
that, "These German settlers com
ing directly to Newberry County 
from Pennsylvania were attracted 
by the inviting landscape of the 
valley of the Broad and Saluda 
Rivers. As they reached that vicin-
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ity on their long journey, being 
reminded so much of the Father
land as they stood on the eastern 
bank of Broad River in Fairfield 
County, they almost involuntarily 
determined to cast their lot in such 
a favored land. Carrying out this 
desire, they crossed the river to 
Newberry County at Cohoes Falls, 
the present site of the hydroelectric 
Parr Shoals Power Company." 

John Adam Summer proved to 
be one of the outstanding per
sonalities in the Dutch Fork. Wal
lace's "Biographical History of 
South Carolina" says that he had 
six sons and that all of them served 
in the Revolutionary War, and one 
of them, Nicholas, was killed at the 

Battle of Granby. The oldest son, 
John Adam, was captain of a com
pany in the South Carolina State 
Militia during the Revolution, and a 
delegate to Charleston in 1776 as 
well as a member of the first South 
Carolina Legislature. 

During the early years of the 
Dutch Fork settlement there were 
no churches in the communities, 
but the Rev. Christian Theus, 
brother of Jeremiah Theus who was 
"one of the very best of the Colon-

10 

ial painters," was induced to make 
occasional trips from Granby to the 
upper Dutch Fork to preach to the 
people in their homes. There were 
few families in 1750, but settlers 
from Pennsylvania were coming 
down in large numbers. Old records 
state that a Reformed church was 
organized about 1754 and estab
lished later as St. John's Lutheran 
Church; and in 1763, a grant of 100 
acres was made to the congregation 
by King George III, "to John Adam 
Epting and Peter Dickert, elders of 
the dissenting congregation (in trust 
for a glebe and building, a meeting 
house, to the minister of the said 
congregation for the time being), 
said lands bounded on lands of 

Melchoir Lyn er and Rev. John Gas
sert, and others." At that time the 
Rev. John Gassert was pastor of the 
congregation. 

John Adam Epting, one of the 
elders to whom the grant of land 
was made, came with a colony of 
Palatines about 1749 and settled 
on Crim's Creek, then a part of the 
old Saxe-Gotha township. He was a 
man of high standing in his home
land, and on Oct. 20, 1745, was 
given a grant of land by King 

George. He went back to Germany 
about 1762 and brought back to 
the Dutch Fork several families, all 
from the vicinity of Heidelburg. 
Tradition is that not all of his many 
daughters were able to find hus
bands so he returned to Germany 
to bring back spouses for them. 

"A History of St. John's Luth
eran Church," by Dr. E.B. Hallman, 

goes back to the days when John 
Gasser (Gassert), a Reformed min
ister who had left Switzerland in 
1752, decided to come from Penn
sy 1 vania to Santee Fork, South 
Carolina, to preach and teach. Dr. 
Hallman states, "In the develop
ment of St. John's Church there 
was a unifying of religious efforts 
by Reformed and Lutheran that 
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Churches are the mainstay of the Dutch 
Fork community. Far left: Mt. Olivet Lu
theran Church in Spring Hill Community. 
Top left: Bethlehem Lutheran Church. 
Bottom left: St. Peter's Lutheran Church. 
Right: Productive, industriously main
tained farms are the pride of Dutch Fork. 

- Photo at far left by R.B. Hilborn Jr.; 
Other photos by Larry Cribb 

constitutes a beautiful and noble 
heritage." 

Even in 1763, when the land was 
granted on which the church is lo
cated, one of the two elders to 
whom the warrant was issued, John 
Adam Epting, was a Lutheran; the 
other, Peter Dickert, was German 
Reformed. As emigration from 
Switzerland ceased and Reformed 
pastors were no longer supplied to 
the colony, and as more Germans
mostly Lutheran-came in, the 

July 1970 

,,..:.,· 

church became Lutheran. 
Locally known as the "White 

Church," St. John's is said to have 
been the center of the real Dutch 
Fork. Well-preserved after more 
than a century and a half ( although 
the congregation's history began 
more than 200 years ago), the 
church is an unusual structure with 
a sounding-board pulpit and steep 
circular stairs leading to the arch
supported slave gallery. It is actu
ally the third St. John's Church and 

stands as a historic church shrine 
opposite the present house of wor
ship built in 1950. 

St. Peter's Lutheran Church near 
Chapin, known also as Piney 
Woods, was a direct outgrowth of 
St. John's. In 1793, so the story 
goes, Thomas Frick Sr., and his 
son-in-law Ulrich Mayer, along with 
Peter Schumpert and others were 
walking home from St. John's 
Church on a Sunday afternoon. 
When the group began discussing 
the matter of building a church 
nearer their homes, Schumpert told 
the others that he knew of some 
vacant land nearby which had not 
been taken. This led to further dis
cussion and soon the community as 
a whole became interested. Accord
ing to Judge C.M. Efird, Peter 

Schumpert and " ... Ulrich Mayer 
made a survey [ of the land] on the 
15th of February, 1794, and found 
it to contain 112 acres. Application 
was made immediately for a title, 
and a grant was obtained May 5, 
1794. A church edifice was built 
during the summer. This congre
gation was organized and incor
porated by an Act of the Legisla
ture, Dec em her 1 7, 1794." 

Among the signatures on a 
petition dated May 3, 1794, for in-
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Above: This rustic log cattle shed is a re- lina life has been varied and sub
minder of pioneer days in the Dutch Fork. stantial. In the Revolution, for ex-

corporation as a congregation and 
land on which to build St. Peter's 
church, are the following names, 
some of which are still prominent 
in Dutch Fork: Fred'k Josephus 
Wallern, Ulrich Mayer, Jacob 
Schumpert, Mathew Quadlebum, 
Thomas Frick, Peter Schumpert, 
Henrich Sommer (Summer), Johan 
Baltzegar Casselman, Henrich 
Y oungermann, Lourntz Jung 
(Young), Nicholaus He meter, 
George Miller, Thomas Frick Jr., 
Jacob Folmer (Fulmer), Johannes · 
Schely (Shealy), Andrew G. Mayer, 
Ulrich Weiss (Wise), Johannes 
Mayer, George Huth (Huet), Hen
rich Epning (Epting), Eberhart Foll
mer, and Mathws Yantz (Matthias 
Yonce). 

Other early Dutch Fork 
churches, all organized prior to 
1800, are St. Paul's near Pomaria, 
Zion near Lexington, St. Jacob's 
near Chapin, and Bethlehem near 
Irmo. 

Wallace tells us that the Ger
mans' contribution to South Caro-
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ample, Capt. William F. Houseal is 
said to have equipped a troop of 
horses at his own expense and 
served throughout the war, and to 
have received his bounty warrant in 
1784, being reimbursed by the new 
government in 1 794 to the amount 
of $15,000. Emily Geiger was a 
controversial heroine of the period. 

In later periods Capt. George 
Epting was a well-to-do planter and 
maternal grandfather of the Sum
mer brothers (Charles, Harrison, 
and George-Newberry businessmen 
and philanthropists); Dr. Orlando 
B. Mayer, a distinguished physician 
and scholar; Dr. John Marion Sease, 
physician to Little Mountain for 37 
years; Asbury Francis Lever, con
gressman from his district for 20 
years, and co-author of the Smith
Lever Act; James H. Hope, state su
perintendent of education for many 
years; James M. Eleazer, an author 
and Clemson agricultural specialist; 
Dr. Samuel M. Derrick, a scholar 
and teacher and developer of the 
College of Business Administration 

-Photo by R.B. Hilborn Jr. 

at the University of South Carolina. 
In the Dutch Fork, two educa

tional institutions were established 
which have contributed richly to 
spiritual and cultural life far be
yond their immediate community. 
Begun in 1831 at the residence of 
Col. John Eichelberger in Newberry 
District near Pomaria, they were 
the Classical Academy and the 
Theological Seminary of the South 
Carolina Synod, and were housed 
there until relocated in "Lexington 
Village, S.C.," where the seminary 
and academy opened in 1834 and 
continued almost 20 years. The 
classical academy was moved to 
Newberry where it was named New
berry College, and the theological 
seminary became the Lutheran 
Theological Southern Seminary, 
now located in Columbia. 

From this brief sketch, it is clear 
that the Dutch Fork Palatines and 
their descendants have been a posi
tive and progressive force in the his
tory of their community. 

Helen Boland King is a free-lance 
writer from Columbia. 
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July Is 
the Month 

for Skeeters 
' 

r ,. 

in Newberry 
It'll be a noisy Fourth near New

berry again this year. It's been 
this way for the past seven years. 
The explosions, lasting as they 

will for three consecutive days, are 
not the traditional fireworks asso
ciated with Independence Day but, 
rather, are triggered by the muzzles 
of shotguns blasting away at gold 
and yellow disks hurled speedily 
against the sky. 

This mid-summer holiday at
traction is the Eighth Annual Fire
cracker Skeet Open at the New-
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By Ollie Moye 

berry Gun Club-an event that has 
grown in both popularity and 
competition, attracting participants 
from this and many other states, 
some coming from as far as Con
necticut. 

The Firecracker Open will be 
held Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
(July 3, 4 and 5) this year, and if 
past events can be used as com
parisons, another record field of 
entries should respond to smash 
previous scoring records. The Fire
cracker Open today is recognized as 

one of the leading events of its kind 
in this section of the country. 

This year, the shoot is again 
billed as a "Four Gun, Three Day" 
Registered Skeet Tournament. To 
the non-skeeter, the four gun ref
erence simply implies that compe
tition will be held in each of four 
divisions-410 gauge, 28 gauge, 20 
gauge and 12 gauge. But it hasn 't 
always been a four gun tournament. 

Above : Dr. Archie Coffee, past Fire
cracker Open winner, readies for "bird." 
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The Firecracker Open originated in 
1962 as a one gun shoot-12 gauge 
only. 

"As entries grew, we added, until 
today we have a 400 event (four, 
100 targets) with four guns, lasting 
three days," says Doyle Long of 
Newberry, club manager, operator 
and founder. 

Long recalls that the first Fire
crack er Open attracted an esti
mated 55 shooters. Dr. Archie 
Coffee of Charlotte, North Caro
lina, a veteran skeeter who earned 
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the title of "Sportsman of the 
Year" in the Charlotte area last 
year, was the first winner. Dr. 
Coffee hasn't missed a Firecracker 
Open since; and he's always con
sidered "the man to beat." 

"He broke 100 [ consecutive birds 
without missing a shot] to win 
the first Firecracker," Long pointed 
out. A neurologist, Dr. Coffee has 
been North Carolina state cham
pion numerous times and captain of 
the North Carolina state five-man 
team (the top five male shooters in 

Left: Doyle Long with his favorite, a 
Remington automatic. Right: Long pre
sents trophies to past division winners 
Earl Seitz, Francis Foster, Mrs. Jonelle 
Dehart Morrison and Dr. Archie Coffee. 

the state) several years. The captain 
of the team has the highest average. 

Dr. Coffee's reputation as a com
petitive shooter and champion is 
widespread. He's won shoots in 
Greenville, Charlotte, Columbia, 
Pinehurst, Winston-Salem, Salis
bury, Sea Island .... "Almost 
everywhere," Long said. "Just 
name a gun club in North Carolina, 
South Carolina or Georgia and 
chances are he's won a skeet tour
nament there. He's never failed to 
win a trophy at Newberry. He may 
not always be top gun, but if he's 
not, he's a runner-up." 

Last year, for example, Dr. 
Coffee lost the 12-gauge champion
ship in a blistering sudden death 
shoot-off that began that Sunday at 
7:30 p.m. and lasted until almost 
10 p.m., when Ray Evans, an out
standing South Carolina shooter 
from Myrtle Beach, outgunned his 
last competitor-Dr. Coffee. A total 
of 125 targets were thrown after 
the field narrowed to these final 
two before Dr. Coffee missed
leaving Evans with the champion
ship in the 12-gauge event. 

Another top shooter expected 
again this year is Al Morrison, a 
member of the Quantico Marine 
team who has made the Olympic 
team twice and who has several 
gold medals to his credit, including 
three in the Pan-American games 
two years ago. 

Morrison has been shooting at 
the Newberry Gun Club for several 
years; in fact, he holds a member
ship in the organization. But he has 
stronger ties with Newberry now 
than ever before. A few weeks ago, 
he married the former Miss Jonelle 
Dehart of Newberry, a lady skeet 
champion who, in her own right, 
can match targets toe-to-toe with 
the Olympic star. 

"I consider Al one of the best 
regular skeet shots and the best in
dividual shot in the United States," 
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Long offers unreservedly. The New
berry Gun Club owner-operator 
also delights in the fact that Mor
rison "admittedly owes his success 
to his many, many practice sessions 
in Newberry." 

Jonelle, meanwhile, has estab
lished quite a widespread repu
tation for herself as "Miss Dehart." 
She's won the ladies championship 
in Newberry more than any other 
female shooter. 

But Long recalls that the best 
performance by Jonelle was at 
Myrtle Beach in 1968 when she 
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competed with men in the 12-gauge 
competition. This tournament, he 
said, had to go into a shoot-off with 
the men even after posting a highly 
respectable 99x100 score. 

Other former lady champions at 
Newberry include Martha Austin of 
Asheville, North Carolina; Laura 
Pate of Greenville, who broke her 
first 100 in winning at Newberry; 
Ann Yancey of Gastonia, North 
Carolina, a ladies' all-American; and 
Kay Kibler of Newberry. 

An unexpected highlight during 
last year's matches was an upset in 

which Jonelle defeated Ann 
Yancey, ladies' all-American skeet 
champion. The Newberry ace out
shot Ann Yancey by one target to 
give her the ladies' 20-gauge cham
pionship. Jonelle's score was 
95x100. The all-American shooter, 
however, did win the ladies' 12-
gauge event on Sunday. 

Long doesn't have a complete 
record of each year's winners. All 
that went up in smoke two years 
ago when the clubhouse was gutted 
by fire. He does recall from mem
ory, however, that Firecracker 
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Opens in past years have been won 
by Earl Seitz of Hickory, North 
Carolina, Billy Pate of Greenville, 
Frank Suber of Greenville, Francis 
Foster of Spartanburg, John Davis 
of Columbia, and last year's cham
pion, Ray Evans of Myrtle Beach. 

Long says his field holds the 
world's record for putting shooters 
(number of participants) through 
two fields. "I've broken the record 
several times," he said. The Fire
cracker Open also has had one of 
the highest averages of a complete 
shoot of anywhere in the nation, 
according to Long. 

"One year we had an average of 
95xl 00 for the entire shoot, which 
was unheard of at that time," he 
said. "It's always been that way. 
Most every year, we have capacity 
crowds, too. Two years ago we had 
to tum 20 shooters away in both 
the 12- and 20-gauge competition. 
We just couldn't handle them." 

In past years, shooters have come 
from North Carolina, Georgia, 
Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Vir
ginia, Connecticut and New York. 
The record distance involved was 
traveled by Vic Mangialaschi of 
Bridgeport, Connecticut. 

The success of the Firecracker 
Open can be attributed to several 
reasons. For one thing, Long offers 
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Above: 1968 winners Al Morrison; Jon
e 11 e Morrison; Hugh Seavers, a guest 
from Remington Arms Co.; Kathy Gifkin 
Sheehan; Burnes Todd; Tommy Garlandi. 
Right: Past winners John Davis Jr., Earl 
Seitz and Charlie Eager. Below: Dr. Coffee 
and Doyle Long on the skeet field. 

an attractive array of prizes. Last 
year's winners claimed trophies that 
retailed for $2,000. 

But Long likes to link the success 
to the location of the skeet field. 
He doesn't own the land-it's 
leased. 

The skeet field predates the Fire
cracker Open only a couple of 
years. He opened the field 10 years 
ago. 

Long became interested in skeet 
shooting in the Naval Air Force 
during World War II. He shot skeet 
strictly as part of the gunnery train
ing program at the Naval Air Sta
tion at Jacksonville, Florida. After 
his military career Long returned to 
his native Newberry and continued 
his employment at Newberry Gin 
and Trading Co., a position he re
signed four years ago in order to 
devote all his time to the skeet 
field. 

Prior to opening his own field, 
Long traveled to Greenville to 
shoot at the Wing & Fin Club, 
which is no longer in existence. It 
was this trip that gave him the idea 

Sandlapper 



of opening his own field in New
berry. At that time, there was no
where in the immediate area to 
shoot skeet and only a couple of 
clubs existed in the entire state. 

At first, Long purchased a trap 
only-just to throw the targets. He 
and other interested skeet shooters 
shot mainly on Saturdays, using a 
vacant field about four miles east of 
Newberry on the Winnsboro road. 
This proved to be so popular that 
Long decided to build the field in 
its present location. 

In considering a permanent site, 
he almost immediately remembered 
a piece of property on the old Whit
mire highway near where he once 
lived. The land was not for sale, but 
he did manage to obtain a lease. 

"This location is ideal," he 
stated. "It meets every require
ment. For a skeet field, you need a 
location somewhat close to town, 
on a good highway yet off the 
beaten path, one that is readily 
available from all directions. This is 
one of the most important factors 
in selecting a location. Clubs that 
build fields requiring long travel 
distances have proven unsuccess
ful." 

The Newberry Gun Club is only 
about 7 5 yards from a paved road. 
It's exactly three miles from Main 
Street in downtown Newberry, and 
is a mile and a half from I-26-a 
feature that provides easy access to 
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out-of-area shooters. 
There are only three residences 

in the immediate area and the clos
est of these is 400 yards away. All 
shots are taken in the opposite di
rection. 

"And most important," stressed 
Long, "a skeet field should face the 
northeast for best shooting con
ditions." This one does. Also, the 
land is rather flat and provides a 
good background. 

"Background is one of the most 
important of all specifications," he 
informs. "Shooters have got to see 
the 'birds.' " 

Long built the skeet field him
self, according to plans furnished 
him by the Remington Arms Co. At 
first, the skeet field was equipped 
with manually loaded traps. In 
more recent years, however, fully 
automatic ones have been installed. 

There was no clubhouse at the 
original field. Later, Long erected a 
building approximately eight-feet 
square. About four years ago, he 
built the present clubhouse, which 
was gutted by fire a couple of years 
ago. He immediately remodeled. 
Now a modern facility, paneled 
throughout, the clubhouse meas
ures 50 feet by 30 feet. He handles 
a complete line of pistol, rifle and 
shotgun reloading components and 
is an authorized dealer for Reming
ton Arms Co. 

Long himself is an accomplished 

shooter-not in the Firecracker 
Open because he has time only to 
operate the targets as the partici
pants command "Pull." He has won 
well over 200 trophies at shoots 
throughout the Southeast, but con
siders the trophy given him in 1966 
when he won the Class A World 
Championship at Savannah, Geor
gia, as the one with the greatest 
prestige. He won this by breaking 
98x100, establishing a record for a 
South Carolinian that stood until 
only recently when Ray Evans 
broke it. 

Long has served as president of 
the South Carolina Skeet Shoot 
Association for two years and was 
chief referee for the state for three 
years. He's given that position up 
but remains a member of the board 
of directors for the state asso
ciation. Long is especially proud of 
the fact that he was instrumental in 
building what he refers to as "a 
referee staff that had a reputation 
of being the best in the nation." 

Outstanding in it all, however, is 
the emphasis on safety. 

"This is stressed to the nth de
gree,'' he declared. "There has 
never been a fatal accident on a 
skeet field anywhere. It's one of the 
strictest places for safety. Regard
less of who the person is, or how 
much experience he has in handling 
a gun, it has to be handled in a pre
scribed, safe manner." 

Backed by some of the quickest 
and best shots in the skeet world 
and inspired by seven previous 
tourneys that have gained in both 
appeal and competition, Long 
busily grooms the Newberry Gun 
Club for the Eighth Firecracker. 

From the first cries of "Pull," 
early Friday morning, July 3, 
through the final shoots that-as 
others in past years-may be staged 
under the lights on Sunday night, 
it '11 be a "noisy blast." But the en
thusiasm and competition of an
other large field should all but 
drown out the fireworks. 

Ollie Moye is editor of the New
berry Observer. 
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CONCEALED By Nancy Parks 

FOR A CENTURY 

Anyone who thinks hairpieces are 
an innovation should glance 
over his shoulder into colonial 

times when the ultimate in fashion 
was white powdered wigs. However, 
as the foundling nation began to 
grow, the socially elite became 
more sophisticated and white wigs 
began to decline in popularity. 

Wigs didn't become completely 
outdated, for they were still being 
used in the Civil War and post-war 
periods-as Mrs. Morris Crump of 
Laurens can verify. Not that Mrs. 
Crump is 100 years old, it's just 
that she has a wig that old, a fragile 
treasure which belonged to her 
great-great-grandmother, Margaret 
Trimmier. 

Portraits of Mrs. Trimmier and 
her husband hang over the two 
mantels and face each other from 
matched sitting rooms on either 
side of the entrance foyer of the 
Crump home at 1010 South Harper 
St. 

The Trimmiers lived on Spartan
burg's Magnolia St. and Mr. Trim
mier was editor of the Carolina 
Spartan, a local newspaper, and his 
son, James Vernon Trimmier, was a 
lawyer there. (An interesting fact 
about the Trimmiers is that they 
are the great-great-grandparents of 
Joanne Woodward, the motion pic
ture star who hails originally from 
Greenville.) 

When the Trimmiers died and 
were buried in the family cemetery, 
their· estate, as was the custom in 
those days, was sold at public auc
tion. Thomas James Trimmier, Mrs. 
Crump's grandfather, purchased the 
shaving mirror in which the wig was 
found, as well as the marble-topped 
table which stands in the Crump's 
den. 
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"We knew nothing about the wig 
until World War II when my moth
er, Mrs. Timmerman, decided to 
have a new mirror put in it," Mrs. 
Crump explained. "The man took it 
to be fixed and brought it back and 
said: 'Tell me about this hair in the 
back of this mirror.' We didn't 
know what he was talking about. 

"So he showed us and we de
cided it just had to be hers because 
the mirror was in her house," Mrs. 
Crump recalled. 

Turning the mirror horizontally, 
she slid the back off to reveal, care
fully rolled and amazingly intact, 
the dark brown hair. Consisting of 
three pieces, the largest portion fits 
over the top of the head. Parted in 
the middle, it is combed forward 
and to the side to give a bang ef
fect. Evidently, this was designed to 
conceal Mrs. Trimmier's high fore
head. The pigtails on either side of 
this were carefully and tightly plait
ed. 

The other two hairpieces were 
ringlets which could be worn on the 
back of the head, giving a cascade 
effect. The ringlets had been rolled 
in bobby pin curls, held tight with 
long thorns similar to those on a 
pyracantha bush. 

The hair, which by its texture 
seems to be genuine human hair, 
had been attached to a type of 
mesh or net. The mesh was then 
sewed with tiny stitches onto what 
looked like seam binding tape to 
finish the product. To hold the 
main piece securely in place, there 
was a thorn placed in the crown, as 
well as a few hairpins scattered here 
and there. 

By its position in the mirror, one 

Right: Mrs. Morris Crump reveals the 
wig worn by her great-great-grandmother, 
whose portrait hangs above the mantel. 
The wig was discovered in the back of 
the antique shaving mirror shown here. 

well preserved and looks as if it had 
just been washed. Evidently the 
owner gingerly had placed it in the 
back of the mirror, for there was a 
single thorn still holding a curled 
ringlet in place. 

Mrs. Trimmier was a woman of 
small frame, fair complexion and 
had large blue eyes and small, per
fectly shaped lips. Even though she 
wore a white bonnet for her por
trait, one can tell that she also wore 
her wig when posing for the uniden
tified artist for her hair is styled 
exactly like that of the wig. A fact 
that the portrait does not reveal is 
that Mrs. Trimmier was 20 years 
older than her husband, perhaps 
accounting for her desire for the 
wig. 

"We went up to Spartanburg and 
got their birth and death dates from 
the tombstones in an old family 
cemetery," explained Mrs. Crump. 
"We got home and I said 'Let's see 
how much difference there is in 
their ages.' We figured it up and it 
was 20 years. At first I said 'Oh, 
he's 20 years older.' Then we got to 
looking at the dates and she was 20 
years older." 

"She's 20 years older than he 
is?" I asked, glancing at both por
traits. "She certainly doesn't look 
it." 

''Well, don't you imagine she 
told the artist not to make her look 
it?" Mrs. Crump laughed heartily. 

could tell that the wig had received Nancy Parks is a free-lance writer 
proper care, for it is remarkably from Laurens. 
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WIS CELEBRATES ITS i 
By Larry Cribb 

Above: Bill Benton conducts one of his popular interviews. His warm, friendly 
style has won many listeners for WIS. Opposite page, top: Newsman Jay Latham 
interviews Gov. Robert E. McNair. At right is Bill Benton. Bottom left: Gene 
McKay appears as Coach Arms Akimbo at a recently conducted Krovney Tech 
press conference at the Capitol Newsstand. Bumper stickers were handed out to 
fans of the mythical institution. Bottom right: Dave Wright prepares to conduct 
an interview with a surprise guest during one of the many WIS remote broadcasts. 
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With the tremendous impact 
television made on America's 
entertainment habits a few 

years ago, word began to circulate 
that radio was dead-or was cer
tainly a dying medium. 

Who would want only to listen 
to a soap opera when they could 
see one? Who would want to listen 
to a singer or a comedian when 
they could see one? Who would 
want to listen to news when they 
could see it being made? 

The only problem with this fore
cast was that somebody forgot to 
tell the radio stations. Radio met 
the challenge and survived. Today 
there are more radio sets in this 
country than ever before. Not only 
are there more sets-there are more 
stations and more listeners. 

Columbia boasts one very good 
reason why radio didn't die. It is 
spelled WIS. 

On July 10, 1930, WIS filled the 
air with its first broadcast. Listeners 



~4QTH ANNIVERSARY 

tuned in at 560 on their dial and ' 
they were thrilled. This was only 
the third station in the entire state. 

Today the station's listeners 
must still be "thrilled" because 
they are still tuning in-in record 
numbers. WIS recently extended its 
air time because of demand from its 
listeners and its advertisers, and 
now broadcasts from 5 a.m. to 1 
a.m. 

WIS management maintains that 
radio today is healthier than it ever 
has been. They attribute this to the 
fact that all stations are now "for
matted"; that is, they design their 
programming to appeal to a certain 
group of people in a certain area. 

For a long time radio was the 
primary medium, but with the ad
vent of television that no longer 
was true. Stations found that in 
order to survive they had to do 
away with the policy of carrying a 
little bit of everything to entertain 
everybody. Instead they more or 

' 

-Photos by Larry Cribb 
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less specialized. 
For instance, today there are 

some stations that broadcast all 
news or all talk, relying on inter
views to fill most of their time. 
There are some that carry this to 
such an extent that their entire pro
gramming consists of the broadcast
ing of classified ads. Still others 
depend on country-and-western 
music, or soul music to attract the 
teen-age audience. 

With regards to WIS, one station 
official describes it as a "middle of 
the road" station. "By that I mean 
we play popular and contemporary 
standards, but no rock 'n' roll or 
soul," he said. "We hear from some 
of our listeners every now and then 
telling us that they don't like to 
hear us play rock 'n' roll. They con
fuse this with what we classify as 
contemporary. The average person 
doesn't realize that contemporary 
music of today is an entirely dif
ferent sound because it features 
different instruments and different 
arrangements from the pop music 
of yesterday, but it isn't soul or 
rock 'n' roll." 

The WIS spokesman believes that 
the primary advantage of radio is 
that it is immediate, and it is per
sonal. "We can flash word of news 
items in an instant," he said, 
"where it takes longer for TV and 
still longer for newspapers. I think 
each of the three media plays an 
important part in the overall field 
of information and entertainment 
though," he continued. "But to get 
back to this business of being im
mediate, we have people who call 
us and ask why they haven't heard 
more information about a certain 
civic project or local play or the 
like that they are interested in pro
moting. If they 're willing to talk 
about it and help spread the in-
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formation, we put them on the air 
right that minute and let them tell 
the community about it." 

When former General Manager 
Lamar Clifton was asked whether 
WIS has ever been tempted to get 
into the area of broadcast edi
torials, which so many stations have 
done in recent years, Clifton replied 
that it had always been the station's 
policy to provide the listeners with 
"in depth" coverage of news and let 
them make up their own minds. 

"I don't think we '11 ever get 
started with editorials," he said. 
"Our people are constantly in 
touch with community projects and 
problems, and I believe our listeners 
are kept pretty well informed of 
what's going on in their area." 

WIS programming centers around 
local, live personalities who have 
years of proven experience and who 
have large, responsive audiences. 
The station carries more than 12 
reports every day about the activ
ities of persons of the community, 
featuring the actual persons who 
are involved. 

Two roving reporters-Audrey 
Hunt, "Gal on the Go," and Millie 
Lewis, ' 'Metro" reporter-spend 
their time seeking out community 
and human interest events to keep 
listeners posted of what is happen
ing in Columbia and to Columbians. 

Full-time newsman Jay Latham 
is a veteran capital city news man. 
His job is to keep listeners well in
formed on important happenings. 
In addition the station maintains 
correspondents in every major city 
in the state and neighboring large 
cities such as Charlotte, Savannah, 
Augusta and Atlanta. 

To keep up with its "duty and 
responsibility" to the community, 
WIS sponsors regular meetings with 
community leaders. In these meet-

ings station personnel attempt to 
find out what the problems of the 
community are, and what these 
people feel WIS can do to help out 
with them. They also urge their 
listeners to let them know what 
they would like to see radio provide 
them. 

Programming at WIS is headed 
by Brent Hill who recently came to 
the station from a similar job with 
WSB in Atlanta. The day is divided 
into four categories-Morning Drive 
(people getting up for the day and 
driving to work); Housewives Time 
(as the name implies); Afternoon 
Drive (people leaving their jobs and 
returning home) and Night Time. 
Each of these four has a different 
flavor; the music is different and 
the conversation is different. 

Early morning is an important 
time for any station. Helping 
people wake up to face a new day is 
entrusted at WIS to Gene McKay, 
whose spontaneous humor and 
quick wit have won him many 
listeners in the area. "People need a 
chuckle now and then," is his 
philosophy. For his listeners McKay 
even went to the trouble of creating 
a mythical educational institution
Krovney Tech-complete with a 
coach named Arms Akimbo and a 
library which features coloring 
books. McKay constantly hears 
from fans who claim to be gradu
ates ( even former "athletic stars") 
of Krovney. 

A local businessman had Krov
ney Tech bumper stickers printed 
for McKay to distribute, and a news 
conference was arranged for intro
duction of the stickers. The con
ference was complete with cheer
leaders who sang a fight song writ
ten by one of the school's fans. It 
was covered by the press and the 
story was picked up by a wire 
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Above: The home of WIS radio, located 
outside Columbia on Bush River Road. 

service. McKay and Krovney are 
well known to WIS listeners. 

Bill Benton takes over to enter
tain the housewives daily. In ad
dition he conducts an evening con
versation show, interviewing from 
three to five community leaders, 
personalities or groups every week
day night. Benton's leadership in 
public affairs is the type that wins 
WIS one award after another, in
cluding the coveted George Foster 
Peabody Award. 
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Maury O'Dell is in charge of 
Afternoon Drive. He is described as 
Mr . Versatile, delivering music, 
news, sports and special interviews 
designed to please his listeners. 

Nighttime duties are shared by 
Jeff Flanders and Jim Elliot. Dave 
Wright, long-time WIS staffer, also 
contributes his humor and talent to 
air time in addition to representing 
the station as a salesman. Wright is 
one of the state's leading emcees 
and humorists. 

Mac Sheheen is operations man
ager of WIS, and also contributes 
with news reports and financial 
news. 

-Photo by Larry Cribb 

In addition to all this, WIS enter
tains with such activities as Game
cock sports events, Braves Baseball, 
Darlington car races, Texaco Opera, 
Monitor and other NBC programs. 
A brief examination of the WIS 
program schedule, and a brief listen 
to its interesting personalities, is 
enough to explain why the station 
is held in such high regard by its 
listeners and its community. 

Radio is far from being dead, and 
WIS is one good example of the 
reason why. 

Larry Cribb is editor of the St. 
Andrews News. 
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The Fourth of 
July Ball 

0 ne of Paddy Carey's best news
paper articles got him into a 
serious scrape, particularly with 

Ben Chambers. Everyone in York
ville was indignant about the arti
cle, but Chambers actually threat
ened Carey with bodily harm. 

Carey was one of the first news
paper publishers of the South Caro
lina Up Country. A preacher im
ported him from Tennessee to York 
in 1822 to print some religious 
lectures; he stayed to launch a 
weekly, The Pioneer. 

Much information about those 
early times, including what the 
newcomer did to Ben Chambers 
and his fellow-citizens, would be 
lost if Dr. Maurice Moore hadn't 
written "Reminiscences of York" 
50 years later in a successor-paper, 
The Enquirer. 

It seems that The Pioneer's most 
popular column was "Myra Cun
ningham, A Tale of the Revolu
tion," written by James Edward 
Henry. He had a way with words 
and, spinning his story week after 
week, fascinated everyone. Then, 
quite unexpectedly, the column 
came out under a pen name the 
week after Yorkville had celebrated 
Independence Day with an annual 
ball, an affair which passed as such 
things usually do-a pleasure for 
some, a disappointment to others, 
the usual amount of compliments 
and cuts; then it was over. 

Mouths sagged and eyebrows 
raised when Yorkville readers 
opened the pages of the paper to 
read "Myra" and found instead 
"Description of a Fourth of July 
Ball" by The Wasp. Their gala affair 
was described vividly, the stinger 
being that the who-what-where-why 
was given in startling detail. 
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The Wasp Painted 
Portraits but His 

Readers Were 
Responsible for 
Hanging Them 

Not the least of the concern were 
the caricatures of many hometown 
citizens. "Major Doublehead" was 
undoubtedly meant for Major 
Darwin; "Becky Biter" was in
stantly recognized as one of the vil
lage beauties whose tongue, alas, 
everyone knew to their cost. The 
Wasp described the "Misses Eggle
ston" in a way which was a de
served compliment to Yorkville's 
Misses McMahan; so, too, was a por
trait of a young gentleman of fine 
manners and appearance who was 
certainly Donnom Witherspoon. 
"Mr. Fudge" in the piece was 
Charley Coggins, and it was so plain 
that the "vinegar-faced little girl 
named Betsy Cruit" was none other 
than their own Betsy Chambers. 

Ben Chambers exploded when he 
read it. "As good a little thing, if 
she is sour looking, as lives in our 
town," he bellowed. "No man's go
ing to put -Betsy derisively in the 
papers without answering for it." 
He swore to find the printer and to 
crack his head open. 

By Elizabeth Wakefield 

Carey had published one Wasp 
and had stirred up a nest of them. 
He managed to dodge Chambers, 
but other citizens tracked him 
down. In vain Carey declared that 
the article was fiction which had 
been sent in at least two weeks 
before the Yorkville ball. In vain he 
vowed that he'd delayed publi
cation to make it timely. 

No one believed him. 
"Carey's lying out of the 

matter," they said. 
During the furor a gentleman 

from Chester rode into town. After 
tending to business, he stood by the 
hitching post, as was his custom, 
and exchanged news of the day. He 
told his friends that just before he 
left home The Pioneer had arrived, 
and that everyone in Chester felt 
indignation with Y orkville's news
paper man. 

''He's taken the unwarranted 
liberty of writing up our Fourth of 
July ball," said the man from 
Chester. "He's made our towns
people laughable by describing their 
personalities in detail." He then 
proceeded to pinpoint Chester 
victims by name. 

Yorkville citizens stared at each 
other in consternation. Chester, 
too, had its Major Doublehead? 
Becky Biter? Mr. Fudge and Betsy 
Cruit? It seemed The Wasp had 
painted portraits, but his readers 
were responsible for hanging them. 

Ben Chambers' blood pressure 
subsided visibly. Soon thereafter, 
Paddy Carey came out into the 
open. But not till first frost did the 
readers of The Pioneer lose their 
sheepishness. 

Elizabeth Wakefield is a free-lance 
writer from Anderson. 
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By Larry Cribb 

Seafood Capital 
"Let's go eat some seafood." 

W hether you hear this suggestion 
made in Greenville, or Colum
bia, or Camden or just about 

anywhere in the state, chances are 
the seafood enthusiasts will soon be 
on their way to Murrell's Inlet. 

It is not uncommon for restau
rants in this small coastal com
munity to have regular customers 
who think nothing of making a 
200-mile trip just to sample that 
delicious fare. 

Names like Bay Harbor, Lee's 
Inlet Kitchen, Wayside, Anchor 
Inn, Oliver's Lodge, Wallace Lee's, 
Ebb Nell, Chantey House, Harbor 
House and Inlet View are the likes 
of which have made Murrell's Inlet 
famous nationwide. The reputation 

of 
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r! South Carolina 
for fine, local seafood has found its 
way to such distant points as Chi
cago and California. 

What makes Murrell's Inlet sea
food so good? We put this question 
to the Eason family-one of the 
oldtime names in local seafood 
preparation. The answer seems to 
lie in the fact that the food is local, 
fresh, prepared to exact specifica
tions and cooked for a precise 
amount of time at an ideal tempera
ture. 

"We get our seafood daily," said 
Dickie Eason, "and our aim is to 
buy just enough to last the day. We 
sometimes keep fish in the refrig
erator for two days, but never any 
longer than that. With nine fishing 
boats operating out of Murrell's In
let, and additional suppliers in near
by Myrtle Beach, we seldom run 
into a shortage of any kind," he 
continued. 

"There are several factors which 
play an important part in the taste 
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and quality of the seafood we serve 
outside of the fact that it is fresh. 
For instance, no food is prepared in 
advance of the customer placing his 
order. Once the order comes into 
the kitchen, only then is the food 
taken out of refrigeration. The 
order is breaded, cooked and served 
steaming hot." 

While food preparation differs 
little from one Murrell's Inlet res
taurant to the next, each has some 
specialty. "As far as I'm con
cerned," Eason said, "the real dif
ference is in the actual cooking. In 
the first place, the grease has to be 
fresh. We change our grease every 
day, and during the peak period in 
the summer, this means using some 
400 pounds or more daily. 

"The temperature and time are 
also critical factors. A difference of 
only 10 degrees from the ideal 
cooking temperature can mean all 
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the difference in the world, as can 
letting the food cook a minute over 
the ideal time or less than the ideal 
time. It takes an experienced cook 
to judge correctly that tempera
ture-time combination." 

He pointed out that crab and 
oysters are cooked at the same 
temperature, while another is re
quired for fish, shrimp and scallops. 

As for preparation, fish is first 
rolled in flour, then dipped in a 
batter made of milk and egg and 
then rolled in meal. Shrimp goes 
directly to the batter and is rolled 
in meal, omitting the flour. Oysters 
are just rolled in flour. Scallops are 
given the same treatment as fish. 

The one item that differs the 
most among restaurants is hush
puppies. About the only similarity 
is that none of them now contain 
onion. "We used to put onion in 
hush puppies," Eason said, "but so 
many of the customers didn't like 
them that way that we had to dis-

Left: Beheading the creek shrimp for 
delivery to one of Murrell's Inlet's fa. 
mous restaurants. Below: Freshly caught 
oysters are shoveled into fisherman's de
livery pail. Above: Countless discarded 
oyster shells lie bleaching in the sun. 



-f>hoto by Ernest Ferguson 

continue the practice." 
The Eason family operates two of 

the Murrell's Inlet Seafood restau
rants-the Bay Harbor and the 
Anchor Inn. "At the Anchor Inn 
we average feeding 600 to 700 
people daily during the summer," 
he said. "I would estimate that it 
wouldn't be uncommon for all the 
restaurants together to serve 6,000 
plates a day." 

The biggest seller is the combi
nation seafood platter which con
tains fish, oysters, scallops, shrimp 
and deviled crab. This is followed in 
popularity by fried fish, and next 
comes shrimp. 

"While fried seafood is wanted 
most, we have seen a sizeable in
crease in the orders of broiled sea
food," Eason said. 

When asked what happened when 
they ran out of a particular item, 
Eason pointed out the tremendous 
cooperation among the restaurants. 
"We borrow from each other all the 
time," he said. 

The one food item which gives 
them the most trouble is shrimp. 

Above right: A flour-rolled fish is dipped 
into the milk and egg batter. Right: 
A succulent seafood dinner for four. 
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"About the only complaint we get 
about the taste of the food is when 
a customer complains about a 
shrimp that doesn't taste good. This 
doesn't mean that that particular 
shrimp wasn't fresh," he continued. 
"You see, the taste of a shrimp de
pends on the area in which he was 
feeding when caught. If that area _ 
had a high iodine content, then 
sometimes the shrimp will have a 
bad taste; and there is no way at all 
to determine this except by taste." 

During the off-season months, 
local people man all the posts in the 
various restaurants. But when 
summer rolls around with its fan
tastic crowds of seafood eaters (it is 
not uncommon to have to wait in 
line for an hour or more) college 
students are imported to help with 
the extra load. 

"These young people really help 
us out," Eason said, "and of course 
it isn't all work for them. They get 
in some good times as well. There _" La c . b 

--rhoto by rry rob 
are quite a few of them who have 
worked with us several summers in 
a row." rell's Inlet." 

While summer is the big season, 
Murrell's Inlet has created enough 
seafood-eating fans to keep it going 
year-round. "I really prefer going 
down in the winter," one Columbia 
resident said. "The crowds aren't as 
bad, and I can take my time and eat 
all I want and then take a leisurely 
drive back home thinking all the 
while about my next trip to Mur-

So the next time somebody says 
to you: "Let's go eat some sea
food," better check your schedule 
before you answer. If the person 
making the suggestion is a con
noisseur of seafood, you may be in 
for a long ride. 

-f>hoto by Larry Cribb 

Larry Cribb is editor of the St. 
Andrews News. 
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B14 ANOTHER JEZEBEL. By Nell S. 
Graydon. The story of a Yankee spy in 
South Carolina. $3.50. 

G6. FORT MOULTRIE COLORING 
BOOK. Published by Supplemental Press. 
Art by Janet Thurston. Book tells in nar
rative and drawings the events surround
ing the first decisive American victory of 
the American Revolution. $1. 

M2. LOVE ME, LOVE MY DOGGEREL. 
By Louise F. Kerr. Diary of one Charles
tonian's life and her tribulations as dog
lover and wife. $2.50 

Q3. REBEL SENATOR: STROM THUR
MOND OF SOUTH CAROLINA. By Al
berta Lachicotte. Intimate portrait of an 
uncommon man, and an exciting record 
of political history in the making. $4.95. 

Tl. KING'S MOUNTAIN AND ITS 
HEROES. By Lyman C. Draper. History 
of the Battle of King's Mountain, October 
7th, 1780, and the events which led to it. 
$15. 

T5. COLONIAL AND REVOLUTION
ARY HISTORY OF UPPER SOUTH 
CAROLINA. By Dr. J.B.O. Landrum. 
Primitive and colonial history of the ter
ritory comprising the original county of 
Spartanburg with a general review of en
tire military operations in the upper por
tion of South Carolina and portions of 
North Carolina. $12.50. 

Vl. JAMES SHEPHERD PIKE: RE
PUBLICANISM AND THE AMERICAN 
NEGRO, 1850-1882. By Robert F. Dur
den. A study. $5. 

Yl. TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH. By 
Georgia Herbert Hart. A thoughtful study 
and pocket guide. $1. 

EE3. SCARLET SISTER MARY. By 
Julia Peterkin. A reprint of the novel by 
the late Pulitzer Prize winner from Fuct 
Motte. $10. 

GG2. ROMANCE AT RED PINES. By 
Elizabeth Rice Handford. A novel of an 
organized racket in a peaceful town and 
one man's efforts to promote a crusade 
against it. $2.29. 
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Suggestions 
for 

Summer Reading 

HH2. IN RICHARD'S WOkLD. By Wil
liam H. Barnwell. A story of a young 
Episcopalian minister who comes to grips 
with loyalty to his own heritage and to 
people he loves who are Negroes. $4.95. 

LLl. A FAMILY BOOK OF PRAYERS 
AND POEMS. By Mary L. Collum. Little 
children's prayers, children's poems, non
stnsical poems and adult poems. $2. 

MML WHEN SWEET BIRDS SING. By 
Robert Adger Bowen. Volume of bird 
poems. $2.20. 

NNl. A HIS'1'0K '.l OF' MEDICINE IN 
SOUTH CAROLINA 1670-1825. By Dr. 
Joseph fooc Wariug. History touching on 
all of tl,e mvrc- ia,portant events and 
p,c:-:>ple in early Svuth Carolina medicine. 
$7.5U. 

NN2. A HISTORY 0£ MEDICINE IN 
SOUTH CAltOLINA 1825-1900. By Dr. 
Josei,h Ioor Waring. Story of South Caro
lina m<:dicir,t before, during and after the 
War of the Conftddacy. $7 .50. 

-~. 

001. LOOKING SEAWARD. By Richard 
Pawley. A refreshing collection of poems. 
$2. 

PPL LOST HERITAGE. By Henry Sav· 
age Jr. Story of seven pre-Audubon natu· 
ralists in wilderness America. $10. 

RRl. HISTORIC SOUTH CAROLINA'S 
300TH ANNIVERSARY. By Ernest Fer
guson. Booklet of color photographs of 
various spots of natural beauty, history, 
old structures, old homes, old churches 
and gardens around South Carolina. $1. 

TTL CONFEDERATE WAR COR· 
RESPONDENCE. Compiled by Ruth Barr 
McDaniel. Letters from James M. Barr to 
his wife Rebecca Ann Dowling Barr writ
ten from the time he entered the Con· 
federate Army to the time of his death. 
$7.50. 
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UUl. CAROLINA JEWEL. By Mary 
Dodgen Few. A love story set in the Caro
lina Up Country at the site of the first 
settlement of Columbia. A thrilling mo
ment in the development of South Caro
lina is unfolded. $4.95. 

VVl. FUN WITH FLOWERS. By Martha 
and Marvin Neese. A book on Ikebana 
(the Japanese art of flower arrangement) 
with introduction, general instruction and 
26 arrangements shown in full color . 
$5.95. 

WWl. HENRY WOODWARD: FORGOT
TEN MAN OF AMERICAN HISTORY. 
By Effie Leland Wilder. A sketch of 
South Carolina's intrepid pioneer. $1.50. 

XXL THE RAILROAD COMES OF 
AGE. By Mary L. Langley and Albert M. 
Langley Jr. The historic South Carolina 
Canal and the Railroad and the Best 
Friend of Charleston. $1.25. 

YYl. A WORD TO THE Y'S ON COOK· 
ERY. Published and compiled by the 
Young Women's Christian Association of 
Charleston. Wide assortment of recipes to 
please the taste-buds of all with delightful 
sketches of Owlbert II by Anne Worsham 
Richardson throughout. $3.50. 

ZZl. WALL WITHIN THE ORBIT. By 
Grace Fox Perry. The novel of a South 
Carolina family engulfed in the chaos and 
turbulence of the years following the 
Civil War. $3.95. 

AB3. CHRIST CHURCH. By Anne King 
Gregorie. A sketch of Christ Church, a 
plantation parish of the South Carolina 
Establishment from 1706 to 1959. $4. 

July 1970 

ACl. STRAWS IN THE WIND. By J. 
Calvin Koonts. A volume of poetic 
"mood thoughts" abounding in imagery 
and symbolism and championing the free
dom of individual thought . $4.95. 

TRICENTENNIAL BOOKLETS 

A2. FIRST SETTLERS OF SOUTH 
CAROLINA. 1670-1680. By Agnes L. 
Baldwin. A history of all immigrants to 
South Carolina up to 1680. A valuable 
booklet for research on 17th-century 
South Carolina. Paperback $1.95. 

A104. THE PARTISAN WAR: THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA CAMPAIGN OF 
1780-1782. By Russell F . Weigley. View
ing the South Carolina campaign of the 
later years of the Revolution through the 
perspective of recent insights into uncon
ventional war. $1.95 . 

A105 . "A MOST IMPORTANT 
EPOCH A "-THE COMING OF THE 
REVOLUTION IN SOUTH CAROLINA. 
By Robert M. Weir. Focusing upon the 
period from 1763 to 1776 during which 
South Carolinians became estranged from 
the British Empire. $1.95. 

A106. COLONIAL FORTS OF SOUTH 
CAROLINA 1670-1775. By Larry E. 
Ivers. Booklet telling of South Carolina's 
colonial frontier; a description of the 
forts and their garrisons; and a list of the 
principal forts. $1.95. 

A107. THE FIRST VOYAGE AND 
SETTLEMENT AT CHARLES TOWN 
1670-1680. By Dr. Joseph E. Waring. 
Booklet giving an account of Spanish, 
French and early English efforts at settle
ment and the eventual beginning of a 
colony at Charles Town. $1.95. 

ffiONUS BOOKS 
For each $5. in purchases of other books 
listed on these pages you can buy one of 
the bonus books below at the special 
price shown: 
A37. UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CARO· 
LINA, VOL. I: SOUTH CAROLINA 
COLLEGE, 1801·1865. By Daniel Walker 
Hollis. (Reg. $5.95). Special $1. 
A38. VOL. II: COLLEGE TO UNI
VERSITY, 1865-1956. By Daniel Walker 
Hollis. (Reg. $5.95). Special $1. 
B7. THE NEW SOUTH-GREENVILLE, 
S.C. By Kenneth and Blanch March. (Reg. 
$9.50). Special $3. 
D12. THE SERPENT WAS A SALES
MAN. By Zan Heyward. (Reg. $2.50). 
Special $1. 

*YOU MAY ORDER ANY ITEM THAT 
HAS BEEN ADVERTISED EARLIER IN 
THE SANDLAPPER BOOKSTORE: 

Please send me the books or prints checked 
below: 

0 814 

0 G6 

0 M2 

O Q3 

Cin 
O T5 
O v1 

$ 3.5o 0 LLI $ 2.00 D xx1 $ 1.25 

$ l.000 MM1 $ 2.20 0 YY1 $ 3.50 

$ 2.5o 0 NN1 $ 7.50 0 zz1 $ 3.95 

$ 4.95 0 NN2 $ 7.50 0 AB3 $ 4.00 

$15.00 0 001 $ 2.oo O Ac1 $ 4.95 

$12.500 PP1 $10.00 0 A2 $ 1.95 

$ 5.00 0 RR! $ 1.000 Al04 $ 1.95 

O v1 $ 1.ooO Tn $ 7.50 0 A105 $ 1.95 

0 EE3 $10.00 0 UU1 $ 4.95 0 Al06 $ 1.95 

CJ GG2 $ 2.29 0 VV1 $ 5.95 0 Al07 $ 1.95 

0 HH2 $ 4.95 ~l ww1 $ 1.50 

Total for books above $----

For each $5.00 purchase of the above books, 
you can purchase one of the bonus books 
below at the special price shown: 

0 A37 $1 .00 

0 A38 $1 .00 

D 87 $3 .oo 

0 D12 $1 .00 

Total for bonus books $~'----

Grand total $-----

4;'0 S. C. sales tax for orders to 
residents of S. C. $--~~-

25 cents postage and handling for 

EACH book or print purchased. $------

Name--- -----------~--~-

Address,----------------

City State--- Zip---

( If you do not want to clip this coupon from 
the magazine, please record the basic informa
tion on a separate sheet of paper.) 
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Historic Healing Springs are 
among nature's grandest gifts to 
the west Low Country. In 

springtime, the delightful fragrance 
of wild azalea, honeysuckle and 
jessamine pervades the air. In au
tumn, the vivid hues of the foliage 
are unsurpassed. Located about 
three miles north of Blackville, just 
off S.C. 3, the springs attract year
round visitors who ride many miles 
to drink from the springs and to 
carry home jars, jugs and even bar
rels of the healing water. 

An unpublished history of Black
ville lists a Gen. Walker as the 
earliest owner of the springs. 
Legend says that one day Gen. 
Walker, who made his living by 
trading with the Indians, was travel
ing in the area when he came upon 
an old Indian chief bathing his face 
in water coming from a small open
ing in the ground. The chief re
vealed that the spring was believed 
to be a gift from the Great Spirit 
to heal Indians who became sick 
or who were wounded in battle. 
Gen. Walker bartered with the chief 
for the springs and surrounding 
land, and the Indians soon moved 
on to another part of the state. 

People began to build homes in 
the neighborhood around the 
springs ( there are reported to be 11 
of the springs in all) and built a 
wooden curb around the main 
spring. Others heard of the water, 
valued especially for skin diseases 
and stomach ailments, and came to 
drink or bathe in it. 

To support their belief in Healing 
Springs the people of the com
munity tell the story of Slaughter 
Field, a spot nearby where a group 
of American patriots was massacred 
by Tory "Bloody Bill" Cunning
ham. (The dugouts and earthen em
bankments of the British troops 
which camped at Slaughter Field 
can still be seen along Windy Hill 
Creek.) After the slaughter, Cun
ningham is said to have left a group 
of critically ill British soldiers with 
a burial detail at Healing Springs 
with orders for the detail to rejoin 
their company as soon as their un
pleasant duty was completed. Some 
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time later, all the men reported in 
Charleston; proof-the story goes
that the springs could heal. This in
cident is recorded in the history of 
the Healing Springs Baptist Church. 

Religious services have been held 
near the springs since the days of 
the earliest settlers, and there is a 
record of a baptism there by the 
Dunkers in 1770. Healing Springs 
Baptist Church was organized in the 
1 770s and is the "mother" of sev
eral other churches in outlying 
areas. A baptismal pool was built in 
the woods behind the church and is 
still used today. The sides of the 
pool are three feet high and appear 

At right and below: Two views of the 
major spring, where a crosspipe allows 
visitors more access to the waters. Far 
right: Another of the eleven springs re
ported to be in the area. Healing Springs is 
located on Hwy . 3-6-32, just off S.C. Hwy. 
3, about three miles north of Blackville. 

to have been built by slave labor as 
they are almost identical to the 
brickwork in the columns of the 
church. The pool is filled by one of 
the bubbling springs. Many of the 
early settlers believed that persons 
baptized in this pool never 
"backslid." 

In the early 1900s, a bottling 
plant, where soft drinks were made, 

utilized the waters of the springs. 
The plant was called Healing 
Springs Bottling Co. and was owned 
by two brothers, L.P. and B.L. 
Boylston Sr. According to de
scendants of B.L. Boylston Sr., 
drinks bottled here included straw
berry, pineapple, orange and choc-

-Photo by Jack Funderburk 

olate sodas, root beer, ginger ale 
and sarsaparilla. The beverages were 
bottled in rounded-bottom bottles, 
packed in wheat straw in wooden 
barrels, and delivered to dealers in 
the vicinity by horse and wagon. 
Every process was performed by 
hand and there was little profit. 
The wholesaler paid 70 cents per 
case (24 bottles) and the drinks 

Sandlapper 



THE WATERS ARE HEALING ... 
By Myrtle Quattlebaum 

were retailed for five cents each. 
The plant finally was closed be
cause of its lack of automation and 
organization. 

Healing Springs water has been 
shipped by train to Charleston and 
Columbia and sold (by wagon) in 
Blackville. Large demijohns encased 
in square racks contained the water. 
Due to breakage and loss of the 
demijohns not enough profit was 
derived to make this venture suc
cessful. 

Blackville's first cucumber patch 
was located approximately 400 
yards from Healing Springs. The 
first planting, by L.P. Boylston, in
cluded three acres. Each basket of 
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OR SO THE INDIANS SAID 

cucumbers sold for $3. This crop 
attracted great attention and in a 
few years Blackville became known 
as the largest cucumber market in 
the world. 

In the Feb. 20, 1910, issue of 
the Augusta Chronicle featuring the 
town of Blackville, one article is on 
the "Splendid Roads." It said 
" ... one of the favorite of these 
[ drives] is to what is known as 'All 
Healing Springs,' a natural flow of 
water, breaking three or four feet 
above the surface, and which offers 
excellent opportunity and attrac
tion for a resort hotel. The spring is 
on the site of an old Indian camp, 
and has been in continuous flow as 

far back as the oldest inhabitant 
can remember." 

The construction of a resort 
hotel was begun near the springs 
but the building was never com
pleted. 

Pipe has been placed over several 
of the springs in recent years to aid 
persons in drinking and filling their 
jars and other containers. 

The last owner of the springs was 
L .P. Boylston. He felt that the 
white man who dispossessed the 
Indian never fully appreciated the 
springs, so he deeded the main 
spring along with one acre of land 
to "Almighty God." (Deed Book K, 
page 423, Barnwell County.) He 
stated that it should be held in trust 
for public use. 

The Barnwell County Historical 
Preservation Commission is now 
serving as one of the trustees of the 
spring. The commission has done 
much to beautify the area. Under
growth has been cleared away, 
flowers planted, and a sign erected 
relating a brief history of the 
springs. The public is welcome to 
visit, use the picnic area and drink 
of the everflowing water. 

Do the springs have healing 
power? Many people say so. The 
water flows clear and cold and has 
been described as delicious, having 
no mineral taste. Analysis shows 
that the water contains proportions 
of sodium carbonate, sodium chlo
ride, postassium sulphate, iron 
sesquioxide, ammonia and silica. In 
any case, it is indeed a blessing 
from "Him from whom all blessings 
flow." 

Myrtle Quattlebaum is from Black
ville. 
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GRITS 
Singular 

or 
Plural? 

By William P. Stowe 
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The stranger from South Dakota 
was visibly nervous. After all, he 
thought to himself, what can 

you expect when you can't speak
and have difficulty understanding
South Carolina language? 

It all began in the restaurant 
when he ordered breakfast. 

"Yes, sir," the proprietor 
greeted, "what'll you have?" 

"Just one egg-up-with bacon," 
said the Dakotan. "Oh yes," he 
added, "throw in a glass of milk, 
please." 

The proprietor hesitated. "You 
want the milk separate from the egg 
and bacon, don't you?" he asked. 
The communications gap between 
North and South wasn't quite so 
wide as the Mason-Dixon line, but 
almost. 

"Yes, please." 
"Don't you want coffee?" asked 

the proprietor. 
The stranger glared. "Don't you 

know that any day of any year is 
divided into 'B.C.' and 'A.C.'
Before Coffee and After Coffee?" 

"No," said the proprietor po-

litely, "I didn't know." He brought 
the coffee. "Now let's see about 
your egg and bacon." He disap
peared into the kitchen. 

After a suitable South Carolina 
interval, the proprietor reappeared 
and placed the order in front of the 
stranger. On the plate was one 
egg-up. On the plate was bacon, 
beautifully crisped and browned. 
On the plate was also a serving of 
an unidentifiable white substance. 

"What," asked the stranger, "is 
this white stuff?" 

"That," replied the proprietor 
somewhat stiffly, "is grits." 

The stranger was perplexed. He 
knew, as well as anybody, that you 
shouldn't say, "That is grits." He 
knew that, if you said it at all, you 
should say, "Those are grits." 

To the stranger, the "white 
stuff" could have been cream of 
wheat; but whoever cut it up had 
been mighty careless-it was cut too 
loose. The grains were less than half 
the size of grains of rice. More than 
that, it wasn't in a bowl, where you 
could add the usual cream and 
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"That is grits" and "Those are grits." The 
restaurateur had the stranger stymied. 
--f'hoto by Richard Taylor 

sugar. It was right on the same plate 
with the egg and bacon. If you're 
from South Dakota, there's some
thing suspicious in a situation like 
this. 

"What," he asked the proprietor, 
"do you do with grits?" He thought 
to himself how neatly he had avoid
ing referring to "this grits" or to 
"these grits." 

"You eat 'em." The proprietor's 
accent and tone of voice left no 
doubt that he was, and had been 
since birth, a resident of South 
Carolina. 

"How?" 
"Well, you just eat 'em." The 

proprietor's voice was a bit testy. 
"With a fork or a spoon?" 
"Fork!" 
"Oh." The stranger attacked the 

egg. The proprietor watched. The 
stranger attacked the bacon, un
comfortably aware of close scrutiny 
from a distance of six feet. Then, 
reluctantly, he took the tip of a 
forkful of grits and brought it to
ward his mouth. 

"You need butter!" 
The stranger froze in midaction, 

fork in air. The proprietor disap
peared into the kitchen and came 
back with a pat of butter which he 
slapped on top of the grits. 

"Now what do I do?" 
"You let it melt." The proprietor 

and the stranger, in dead silence, let 
it melt. 

"What do I do next?" 
"You eat it." The stranger noted 

that the proprietor had previously 
referred to grits as " 'em." Now, he 
was calling grits "it." 

The problem was that the 
stranger didn't know grits. He 
couldn't know that grits are in
grained ( excuse the pun) in South 
Carolina, and that it doesn't really 
matter how you say it. Singular or 
plural, grits are (or is) here to stay. 

William P. Stowe is a free-lance 
writer from Myrtle Beach. 

July 1970 

OVER A CENTURY AGO, folks warned 

Jack Daniel against this weeping willow tree. 

Superstition said the willow was unlucky. And that 
the spring which it shaded would soon run dry. 

But Mr. Jack knew that without this pure spring 
there could be no Jack Daniel's. So he went ahead 

and built his distillery by the 

side of the stream, and rr1ade 

his whiskey with its very 

special water. Just a sip of 

his product, we believe, and 

you'll be pleased Mr. Jack 

had n1ore faith in good water 

than in local superstition. 

CHARCOAL 
MELLOWED 

6 
DROP 

6 
BY DROP 
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I . By Mike Campbel I and Errol Croft 

)()1111 J~()X l f ()llSC 
A COMMUNITY EFFORT 

What began as a community ef
fort over 150 years ago con
tinues as such today with the 

restoration of the historic John Fox 
House, Lexington County's gift to 
the South Carolina Tricentennial 
celebration. 

Constructed in the early 1830s 
by volunteer labor, the house first 
served as a faculty-student resi
dence during the days when the 
Lutheran Theological Seminary, the 
second oldest organized Lutheran 
seminary in the country, operated 
in Lexington Village. Lexington was 
selected as the site for the proposed 
Lutheran Theological Seminary and 
Classical Academy after the town 
offered the synod $5,287 and some 
property for locating there. 

Seminary buildings, including the 
structure destined to become Lex
ington County's historical museum, 
were constructed during 1833. That 
much of the construction work was 
done by volunteer labor with do
nated materials is evidenced by the 
fact that there is little uniformity 
of construction in the main muse
um building itself. Variations in 
ceiling heights from room to room 
are indications that the work pos
sibly was done at different times. 

The first term of classes began at 
the seminary in 1834, with nine 
students enrolled. Classes were of
fered in classical as well as theolog
ical divisions. No tuition was 
charged. Those who chose not to 
live in the faculty-student residence 
could live in the village with re
spectable families for eight dollars 
per month, a sum which included 
washing, lights, room and firewood. 

The faculty-student residence is 
thought also to have housed a por
tion of the Lutheran Seminary's 
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1,850-volume library and to have 
provided limited classroom space. It 
served in this capacity until 1855 
when the seminary was moved to 
Newberry where it was a forerunner 
of what is now Newberry College. 
According to "A History of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
South Carolina 1824-1924": "A 
tree which had taken deep roots in 
dear old Lexington was being 
pulled up to be transplanted in 
another soil." 

Shortly after this time, around 
1858, the abandoned faculty-stu
dent residence was purchased by 
the prominent John Fox family in 
Lexington County. They had a 
plantation dwelling located within 
seven miles of Lexington, near 
Wise's Ferry on the Saluda River, 
and used their newly acquired prop-

erty as a town residence. For four 
generations, until the property was 
purchased by Lexington County 
Museum Commission in 1969, the 
house served as a Fox family resi
dence. 

The original Fox owner, John 
(1805-1884), served Lexington 
County as justice of the peace, sher
iff, clerk of court, representative 
and senator in the state legislature, 
commissioner to approve securities, 
commissioner of public buildings 
and member of the constitutional 
convention of 1865. John Fox was 
among the few planters of his day 
who felt that South Carolina should 

Right: Constructed in the 1830s, the Fox 
House with its practical design is typical of 
dwellings of that period. Below: Part of 
the Corley collection of farm implements. 
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not secede from the Union. On the 
Union ticket he was a candidate for 
the Secession Convention but when 
delegates passed the ordinance to 
secede he shifted his support to the 
secession movement. 

When Yankee troops, under lead
ership of Gen. William T. Sherman, 
occupied Lexington in February 
1865, Fox, like others in the area, 
was subjected to maltreatment. In a 
statement written sometime after 
the occupation by Sherman's 
troops, Fox describes the experi
ence which began on the evening of 
Feb. 15, 1865, when he was at his 
plantation: 

The army reached the village in 
the evening of the 15th of Febru
ary. My family informed me that 
soon after dark a party of men 
came to the house whom they took 
to be officers and said they were 
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Yankees and acted gentlemanly and 
asked for honey (I had a consider
able number of bees both at my res
idence and plantation, all of which 
were destroyed by that army). 
They stated to my family not to be 
alarmed as they should not be trou
bled. They were furnished with 
some honey and left. The camps 
were very near my residence and in 
a very short time another party 
came armed with guns and in a very 
rough manner saying that they were 
looking for guns and tobacco. They 
were informed that there was none 
there. They paid no attention to 
that and took candles and went 
into every room in the house, every 
chest, trunk, box, drawer, closets 
and every conceivable place that it 
was possible for anything to be and 
carried off everything valuable that 
they could lay their hands on, pro
visions, clothing, bed furniture . 
Myself and family were left so bare 
that it was the greatest difficulty 
we could change our clothing of the 
most common kind, and were left 

very bare of bed furniture, shoes 
and hats, I and none left except 
what I had on. Cooking utensils 
were taken and very few left. I had 
a house furnished at my plantation 
and that was completely cleaned 
out ... . Before the army left my 
family informed some of the offi
cers that they had nothing to eat 
and they sent them a small piece of 
meat and a small quantity of meal ; 
on the second day the 16th there 
was a guard furnished my family 
who kept the soldiers out of the 
dwelling house but they had access 
to all the other buildings. 

Several interesting stories relating 
to the occupation have been passed 
from generation to generation. It is 
said that the house was spared from 
the torch because Fox's daughter 
Mary charmed a Yankee captain by 
playing the family organ. It is also 
said that Mary's 20-year-old brother 
John Jesse hid in the attic to avoid 
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capture. Present-day family mem
bers relate that the youth remained 
in the attic during the entire occu
pation of the area. During this time 
he was fed through a scuttle hole 
which still can be seen in an up
stairs bedroom. It is said that he 
was in hiding because of his affilia
tion with the Confederate forces. 

While his family attempted to 
save the town property, John Fox 
was questioned at his plantation. 
Again, in his own words: 

Late in the evening a large frame 
man in a very rough manner took a 
fine and heavy beaver cloth over
coat I had on at the time and had 
been wearing it all day. Stripped me 
of it. I sat down then by the fire 
place. I had become very much ex
hausted by that time and very fee
ble indeed. I had not remained 
there long when three tolerably 
stout athletic men approached 
me . . .. They commenced with me 
very stern and rough asking me 
where my specie was and stating 
that one of my Negroes had in
formed them that I had on the 
evening before gone in a certain 
direction with a box under my arm 
described so that I knew they were 
informed although I did not think 
anyone saw me at the time I was 
making the trip .. . . They did not 
succeed very much in getting any 
satisfaction out of me. One of them 
stepped to a bed stead that had a 
rope or cord. They cut out a por
tion of it. They then took hold of 
me and pretended to search me. 
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They adjusted the rope preparatory 
to hanging me and placed it around 
my neck in a very rough manner 
and ordered me to get up .... They 
mounted their horses well armed 
and started in the direction that I 
had travelled the evening before, 
and one of my Negro men with 
them who had a considerable piece 
of leather under his arm .... They 
were on horseback I on foot. They 
went in that direction some 400 
yards into a thicket of old field 
pines. One of them threw his end of 
the rope over a limb of pine and 
then had taken hold of it again still 
trying to make me discover to them 
where the treasure was deposited 
and said to me if I would they 
would be liberal with me; they 
would divide whatever it might be. 
I still persisted for I had all my im
portant papers which was for a very 
large amount for myself and for 
estates that I was interested with 
also had some funds and valuable 
papers for a friend .... The man 
with the rope drew me very hard 
and let me down, then questioned 
me and failed to get satisfactory in
formation, and drew me again more 
severe and let me down and they 
still failed to get their desired in
formation, and drew me up the 
third time. When I became very 
much exhausted indeed he let me 
down. I then gave them to under
stand that I would give them fur
th er information . . .. When they 
were taking possession of my gold I 
put them in mind of the division 
they had promised and pleaded 
earnestly for some. They grudgingly 
handed me one twenty dollar piece. 
They left all of my papers and the 
bank bills without making any re
marks about them. They dashed off 
on their horses very rapidly, the 
Negro man before spoken of fol
lowing them, and left me there. The 
sun was then down. 

After his ordeal at the plantation 
Fox began the long walk back to 
Lexington Village to check on the 
safety of his family. 

The whole country seemed to be 
on fire and the wind very high . I 
discovered that most of the village 
was burnt and burning and the 
fencing and wood burning very near 

Left: Mrs. Phil Wingard, president of the 
Lexington County Historical Society, ex
amines a polychrome mantel. Above: 
Hand-forged strap hinges adorn this batten 
door. Right: From the Corley collection, 
a Spanish halbert unearthed near Irmo. 

my dwelling. The army had then 
left the village except for a few 
scattering men. As I reached my 
dwelling two men rode into the 
yard and ordered me not to move 
and went up to the kitchen fire and 
said they would show us what se
cession was. My family became very 
much alarmed and plead very hard 
for them not to burn the house, 
and for time to move some little 
matters that were still left them. 
They after passing around the 
house a time or two and making 
many threats and abusive remarks 
left without burning the house. 

After the War Between the 
States, the house was left virtually 
unchanged architecturally until the 
1890s when minor alterations were 
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made. At that time additional walls 
were added and at least one of the 
outbuildings was moved to a dif
ferent location on the property. 

Architecturally, the structure is 
typical of Lexington County dwell
ings of the period. Fairly primitive 
in style, it is of a simple rectangular 
design with a weatherboarded ex
terior and double-hung windows; 
inside walls, ceilings and floors are 
of hand-hewn pine. According to 
historical architect and restoration 
consultant Walter F. Petty, AIA, 
the Fox House is "architecturally 
an honest statement of the quality 
of an early carpenter design and a 
typical expression of the thrift and 
frugality of the early Swiss and Ger
man settlers of the area." 

The restoration of the Fox 
House, when completed the end of 
this month, will depict a typical 
early 19th-century Lexington 
County farm dwelling, including 
outbuildings such as a thresher 
house, log barn and smokehouse, 
and a kitchen connected to the 
house by a breezeway. An outdoor 
Dutch oven also has been con
structed near the kitchen and plans 
call for construction of a cotton gin 
and an academy building. The res
toration project in February won 
statewide recognition by receiving 
the 1969 award for historical pres
ervation and restoration presented 
by the South Carolina Ladies Auxil
iary of the American Institute of 
Architects. 

Largely through the efforts of 
Clayton B. Kleckley, the chairman of 
Lexington County's museum com
mission; Mrs. Phillip Wingard, presi
dent of the county historical soci
ety; and Dr. Grover Corley, who 
donated an extensive collection of 
historical farm and domestic imple
ments, the restoration project was 
launched. Cash donations were 
received and smaller collections and 
historical pieces were made avail
able for museum use. 

The restoration project has in
cluded the removal of an end porch 
and two bathroom additions as well 
as the replacement of damaged seg
ments of the wide plank flooring 
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- All photos courtesy Lexington County Historical Society 

which were not original. Much of the front and south side of the 
the materials used in the restoration house. A nursery has been devel
have been acquired from houses in oped in a small room behind it. 
the county of the same vintage. Use All downstairs rooms, with the 
of new weatherboarding on the exception of the keeping room 
reconstructed kitchen (which which is papered, have been painted 
boasts a large brick cooking fire- off-white to highlight the simplicity 
place) and on the exterior of the of the original wide board walls and 
house was necessary because aged floors. 
lumber in good condition was un- An attempt has been made to 
available. furnish the rooms with utilitarian 

Natural gas heating and air-con- pieces representative of the early 
ditioning systems required for pre- 1800s and of Swiss-German Lexing
serving the antique materials and ton County. Furnishings in the 
for preventing damage due to keeping room are predominantly of 
changes in humidity and tempera- the Federal period. 
ture have been added to the house. Four upstairs bedrooms are fur
Also a modern burglar alarm system nished to reflect their use as stu
has been installed in the house. dent sleeping quarters. Walls in two 

Tours of the museum complex of the rooms have never been paint
begin with the downstairs of the ed and the original wood grain re
main building. Three rooms near mains visible. Of special interest are 
the entrance are being used to dis- two mantels which bear the original 
play a portion of the Corley collec- polychrome decoration. 
tion. A long rectangular room on An historical garden containing 
the north side of the house, be- shrubs, plants and trees of the 19th 
lieved to have been the seminary century is adjacent to the house. 
library, also will house part of Dr. Formal dedication of the mu
Corley's artifacts. A room across seum is scheduled to take place 
the back of the house, displaying August 1 to climax Lexington 
smaller collections, is thought to County's Tricentennial celebration. 
have been the dining area for resi
dent students and faculty and will 
be restored later to that purpose. 
The parlor, or keeping room, is on 

Mike Campbell and Errol Croft are 
on the staff of The West Columbia
Cayce Journal. 
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It was early fall a few centuries 
ago in lower South Carolina and 
a gray squirrel was storing food 

for the coming winter. Maybe by 
chance, or maybe by providence, 
the rodent planted in the moist, 
sandy soil a small black acorn that 
would one day become the beauti
fully formed Angel Oak on John's 
Island. 

By Darrell Holt 

Within a short time the slender 
acorn had sent down a small white 
root which anchored itself in the 
soil. Soon the root would be draw
ing water and minerals from the soil 
and this, combined with the acorn's 
stored food, would provide enough 
energy to push a small sprout from 
the acorn's apex. After lying dor
mant during the winter months, the 
alternating cold and warm days of 
spring would cause the twig to push 
upward toward the life-giving light. 

This acorn was among a rela
tively small number of acorns that 
ever produce live oak trees. "Silvics 
of Forest Trees of the United 
States" states: "The live oak 
acorns' flavor is sweet, making 
them preferred food of turkey. 
Probably few remain viable over 
winter because weevils invade them 
after they are on the ground and 

-Photo by Ernest Ferguson 
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because they are eaten by practi
cally every animal and bird in the 
woods." When European man first 
set foot on the American continent, 
he found that not only wildlife 
liked the acorn, but that the Ameri
can Indian used the s~ed for making 
bread. 

As the new country grew so did 
the Angel Oak. Today, the awesome 
tree's trunk measures 23 feet in cir
cumference-almost eight yards. In 
their search for sunlight, octopus
like branches reach 180 feet hori
zontally on the southerly side. The 
most prominent limb, a tree itself, 
measures seven feet, five inches in 
circumference and must be sup
ported by a four-foot brace. 

The 60-foot-tall tree, laced with 
draping Spanish moss, shades more 
than 14,000 square feet or a third 
of an acre. It was because of the 
live oak family's spacious foliage 
and evergreen qualities that planta
tion owners utilized live oak trees 
for shade and landscaping. 

Even though the trees of the live 
oak family grow from southeastern 
Virginia to the coast of Texas, no 
other state has more legends sur
rounding its oaks than South Caro
lina. The Angel Oak was named 
after the Angel family who owned 
the plantation for over 200 years. 
Numerous stories in past issues of 
Charleston's The News and Courier 
have told of Confederate soldiers 
camped beneath Angel's sheltering 
limbs; and of Tarzan leaping from 
one moss-laden limb to another while 
a movie was being filmed there. For 
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many years the Agricultural Society 
of South Carolina held its annual 
picnic within the tree's shade. 

However, even the Angel Oak is 
overshadowed by other live oaks in 
South Carolina. A pamphlet by the 
South Carolina Commission of 
Forestry includes histories of 41 
famous trees in the Palmetto State. 

On Belle Isle in Georgetown 
County, the clustered heads of 14 
live oaks form a perfect representa
tion of the royal crowns of Great 
Britain. And the unusual thing is 
that the Crown Group's trunks 
form a perfect circle on the ground. 

In the middle of upper Ashley 
Avenue in Charleston stands a 
splendid oak dating back to 1700. 
This tree was named Hangman's or 
Tory Oak because here enemies of 
the struggling Revolutionists were 
said to have been strung up at the 
rope's end, and here pirates paid the 
penalty for their misdeeds. 

The Peach Tree Oak, named be
cause it was found on Peach Tree 
Plantation on the South River be
tween Charleston and Georgetown, 
is said to be the largest living oak. 
Its girth is 31 feet, 8 inches at the 
smallest part and its great limbs ex
tend 135 feet in one direction and 
151 feet in another. The tree is in 
very poor condition as a result of 
its heavy limbs having broken away 
from the trunk. Tree surgeons, who 
made repairs on this ancient oak, 
noted that this tree was very old 
when Columbus discovered Amer
ica. 

The Spy Oak, located at the 

historic Borough House in Sumter 
C aunty, is supposed to be 400 
years old. It is said that two Tory 
spies were hanged there during the 
Revolutionary War. 

The 26-foot-circumference Wash
ington Oak stands in front of Archi
bald Rutledge's Hampton Planta
tion in Charleston County. George 
Washington, on his journey through 
the South in 1791, took breakfast 
with the Horry family who owned 
the plantation. After breakfast the 
hostess mentioned her intention of 
cutting down a promising young 
oak because it did not stand direct
ly in front of the house. Washing
ton examined the spot carefully 
and then said, "Let the tree stand." 
The tree was not cut and stands 
today as a living memorial to 
George Washington. 

But there is no modern George 
Washington to utter words for the 
Angel Oak. Initials more than a 
foot high and several inches in 
depth have been hacked, chiseled 
and sawed into the broken square 
bark. Littering is prevalent around 
and in the crotches of the tree. 

Mrs. C.L. Madsen of the Magno
lia Garden Club of John's Island 
said, "Our garden club and the local 
Boy Scouts have tried to clear the 
site of cans, trash, garbage and un
dergrowth, but the senseless de
struction continues." Four different 
signs giving the age, limb spread 
and circumference of the tree have 
been erected, but not one sign has 
lasted more than a month before 
being completely destroyed by van
dals. 

In an interview for The News and 
Courier, M.S. Hill, a nearby resi
dent, pointed out that clearing of 
the underbrush in front of the tree, 
so the area is visible from Bohicket 
Road, hasn't stopped nighttime vis
itors from wreaking damage to the 
tree. 

Tourists from all over the nation 
now seek out the huge tree. But 
nobody will be able to carve ini
tials in the Angel Oak when it is 
gone. 

Darrell Holt is from Columbia. 
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Family camping chefs throughout 
South Carolina are busily plan
ning wholesome meals to satisfy 

outdoor appetites. For from the 
very first signs of spring, continuing 
until the final days of autumn, 
growing numbers of families will be 
traveling to 578,342 campgrounds 
throughout the United States. 

Planning ahead is the secret to 
carefree camping meals. As soon as 
a family camping trip is scheduled, 
the chef should count the number 
of meals that will be prepared dur
ing the camp-out and plan menus 
for each one. A good way to start 
planning is with a collection of 
camp recipes. Such a collection is 
an assurance that the family will be 
treated to a variety of nourishing 
and attractive meals during the trip. 

The recipe collection can consist 
of family favorites ( adapted to in
dividual camp-cooking methods) 
taken from any of a variety of 
cook books or gleaned from other 
camp gourmets. High among the 

cri!eria for .r~cipes is that they _re- 0 R CA M p E Rs qmre a mm1mum of preparat10n F 
and clean-up time. 

Convenience foods are available 
in great variety now and are a boon 
to busy camp chefs. But no matter 
what foods are planned for the 
camp outing, the basic ingredients, 
even the seasonings and condi
ments, should be in the camp 
pantry before leaving home. 

At the campsite, there is often 
such an uncertainty about the hour 
for dining, that having recipes for 
dishes which can be prepared and 
then set aside is the reward for hav
ing planned ahead. With a few 
hearty main dish recipes for 
starters, other impromptu dishes 
can be added to complete the 
menu. The results are sure to be a 
camping banquet. 

GROUND BEEF 
SKILLET CASSEROLE 

1 lb. ground beef 
salt and pepper to taste 
1 cup chopped green peppers 
1 cup chopped celery 
1 cup chopped onions 
1 cup uncooked rice 
1 can tomatoes 
11/2 cans water 

July 1970 

By Rachel Montgomery 

Brown beef in heavy skillet and 
add salt and pepper. Add other in
gredients, in the order listed, sep
arately. Cook over high flame for 
10 minutes. Remove from heat, 
cover and set aside for at least one 
hour. 

MELANGE OF 
CHIPPED BEEF AND MUSHROOMS 

2 cans cream of mushroom soup 
2 cans chicken and rice soup 
2 packages chipped beef 
1 can water chestnuts slivered 

Combine above ingredients. Heat 
thoroughly and serve over Chinese 
noodles or rice. Serves 8-10. 

BEEF STEW 
1 lb. stew meat 
1 large carrot cut in strips 
1 sliced medium onion 
salt and pepper to taste 

Flour meat and brown thor
oughly. Then add water sufficient 

to half cover meat. Simmer until 
tender. Add onion and carrot and 
cook 30 minutes longer. Remove 
meat and vegetables. Thicken gravy 
and let boil. Return meat and vege
tables to gravy and serve. 

CORN FRITTERS 
1 small (8V2 oz.) can cream-style 

corn or 1 cup leftover stewed 
corn 

% cup flour 
% cup meal 
1/z teaspoon salt 
1/z teaspoon sugar 
1/z teaspoon baking powder 
2 tablespoons milk 
2 tablespoons shortening 
1 egg 

Mix all ingredients and cook as 
hot cakes. 

Rachel Montgomery is a free-lance 
writer from Camden. 
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BeaufortS 
From a rather innocent beginning 

in 1955 as a project of the Beau
fort Jaycees, the Beaufort Water 

Festival has grown over a 15-year 
span into the largest, single com
munity-wide promotion effort in 
the history of this sea island city. 

John Bigbee, now a top execu
tive of the United Telephone Co., 
was the first president of the bur
geoning festival, and perhaps he
and certainly the Beaufort Chamber 
of Commerce-deserve rightly the 
credit for its origin. Since that first 
weekend in July 1955, which fea
tured water-skiing competition, 
boat races, a parade of modest 
proportions, and a general festive 
air along the sweep of Bay Street's 
Beaufort River, the Beaufort Water 
Festival now encompasses the ef
forts and activities of almost every 
civic organization, along with the 
city and county government and 
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the Beaufort County Chamber of 
Commerce. 

What was originally a weekend 
event now covers a period of over 
two months with festival-related 
events beginning as early as May. 
However, the major concentration 
of events occurs generally during 
the third or fourth week of July 
and is timed to coincide with the 
annual Miss South Carolina Beauty 
Pageant sponsored by the state 
Jaycees so that the new reigning 
queen can make her first public 
appearance in Beaufort's Saturday 
morning parade. 

Part of this growth came about 
by accident but the majority by 
design. 

The first festival attracted little 
outside interest, but good local 
publicity attracted crowds of 
viewers along Bay Street to see the 
daring events unfolding over the 
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sparkling waters of Beaufort River. 
It was a time to relax and pack a 
big picnic lunch for the whole fam
ily and "come to town." The Jay
cees made all the arrangements, 
sold goodies from their concession 
stands to raise money for the local 
chapter, and that single right re
mains theirs to this day. However, 
arrangements, programs, events, 
publicity and the overall fiscal re
sponsibility is now vested in a 
legally constituted, nonprofit cor
poration chartered under the laws 
of South Carolina and directed by a 
board consisting of all living past 
presidents of the festival. 

The board governs the decisions 
of each year's newly elected presi
dent, and simple pride combined 
with sheer determination to make 
next year bigger and better than 
ever has resulted in a schedule of 
events that has grown consistently 
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longer, more varied, and more spec- zation in Beaufort and the sur
tacular each year. rounding islands of the county. 

It didn't take the Beaufort Jay- Then the county itself began a 
cees long to realize that this gala modest financial contribution to 
weekend in July had gotten com- the event while the number of 
pletely out of hand. They needed motels and restaurants grew to ac
help ... and they got it. First one commodate the parents visiting 
civic club and then another was Parris Island Marine Recruit gradu
asked to share the growing responsi- ations. 
bility of what was rapidly becoming And the Beaufort Water Festival 
a sea island mini Mardi Gras until has grown in proportion. 
the list covered almost every organi- The list of past presidents reads 

Left: Dances, both round and square, are 
always a part of the annual festival. Left 
below: An exhibition by Florida's Cypress 
Gardens Ski Team is only one of the 
week's water events which include sail
boat races, speedboat races, surfing, water
skiing, and an increasingly varied sched
ule of events. Below: The Parris Island 
Marine Corps Band, headquartered at 
the nearby marine base, can always be 
counted upon for a parade appearance. 

-Photos courtesy Beaufort County 

Chamber of Commerce 

much like a Who's Who of Beaufort 
County and they've come from all 
w a 1 ks of life to devote tireless 
hours, days, weeks and months of 
coordination, cooperation, con
sternation, frustration and finally 
fruition as the final days of the fes
tival approach and each detail is 
tucked away in the hands of a re
sponsible committee chairman. 

The president faces an awesome 
challenge following his election at 
the now-traditional Saturday morn
ing board meeting following the 
grand parade and preceding what 
is known as the VIP luncheon, 
where all the invited state and 
national dignitaries are treated to a 
sea island shrimp boil at the Nation
al Guard Armory on Rodgers 
Street. It is here that the announce
ment of the newly elected president 
is made following the secret meet
ing of the past presidents which has 
now become soberly and privately 
labeled the "Stuckee's Meeting." 
Somebody is going to be "stuck" 
with the job next year and, surpris
ingly enough, even though it means 
several weeks away from their desk 
and profession, there is no lack of 
volunteers for the job. 

The awesomeness of the task 
usually takes a while to sink in and 
generally becomes starkly apparent 
when the final balance sheet of the 
preceding festival is completed. 
The profit and loss columns have a 
continuous habit of totalling five 
figures and the final diagnosis is 
usually a balance of five zeros. It is 
a very fortunate "Stuckee" who 
begins his year financially in the 
black. But somehow, as the weeks 
drift by into winter, the treasury 
begins a slow growth so that con-

tracts can be signed, commitments 
made and conditions met for the 
"bigger and better" festival next 
year. 

This year, July 19-26 is not only 
the week of the 15th Annual Beau
fort Water Festival, but also it is 
Beaufort County's week to cele
brate the South Carolina Tricen
tennial. Dr. Robert Welden, this 
year's president and a retired-but
still-practicing Naval dentist, has 
faced one of the toughest tasks in 
the history of the festival. In 1962 
Beaufort commemorated the 
quadricentennial of the landing of 
French Huguenot Jean Ribaut and 
his men in Port Royal Sound with a 
pageant, "Prologue to Freedom," in 
which Welden participated in stage 
direction. Now Welden faces the 
equivalent of the old radio show, 
"Can You Top This" in his presi
dency of the 15th annual Beaufort 
Water Festival. 

Judging by the program, there is 
every likelihood that he can, begin
ning with the Water Festival Fishing 
Tournament on May 29 and 30, 
and the qualifying rounds of the 
annual speedboat races on May 2 
which will determine the classes of 
contestants for the July 26 race. 

In between there is a dizzying 
round of events. Entertainment 
chairman Carles Sparks has con
tracted for an all-star band com
posed of some of the nation's great
est musicians to play for the many 
dances scheduled, including the 
Grand Coronation Ball on Saturday 
night when the Queen of the Caro
lin a Sea Islands XV will be 
crowned. The entire week will be 
crammed with events which include 
square dancing, chess, golf, bowl
ing, tennis, surfing, art, fireworks, 
sky diving, water-skiing and boat 
racing. 

The details and arrangements are 
infinite but the results are fruitful 
as community pride and coopera
tion come together to produce this 
Mini Mardi Gras, the annual Beau
fort Water Festival. 

Dean Poucher is a free-lance writer 
from Beaufort. 
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The Old Brush•On! 

For steaks, hamburgers, chicken, chops or ribs-a 
superb table sauce too. Piggie Park Bar-B-0 Sauce 
is a secret blend of the highest quality ingredients 
developed from an heirloom recipe 103 years old . 
Piggie Park's distinctive flavor brings out the best 
in meats-try one of five great tastes soon: Regular 
Spicy Hot, Garlic, Onion and Hickory. 

:..---------- - - -
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A Coffee Break 
Helped Revive History 

If an insurance agent named C. 
Harrington Bissell hadn't been in 
the habit of mid-morning coffee, 

one of the most chillingly memo
rable tourist attractions in Charles
ton might never have come about. 
More important, an archeological 
find dating to colonial days could 
have been lost forever if a hump 
in a brick floor had not piqued 
his curiosity. 

Today, complementing his dream 
to turn back time, some 18,000 
visitors annually subject themselves 
to goose pimples in touring his re
created British Army Provost Dun
geon in "old Charleston." Fifteen 
frighteningly lifelike fiber glass 
wretches, draped respectively in 
rags and finery of colonial days, 
stand among tourists to italicize the 
disease, despair and death which 
were their companions in the dank, 
gloom-shrouded tomb when Amer
icans lived and died there as pris
oners of the British occupation 
from 1780 to 1782. 

Brought to life again is a house of 
horror where death was often wel
comed by its male and female in
mates. Shorn of all privacy, un
comfortably captive and poorly 
fed, they shared a common misery. 
Criminals and patriots, the forbid
ding prison made them all equal. 

So overpowering is the general 
atmosphere of medieval brutality 
that only dedicated students of his
tory are impressed with the prison's 
bonus feature-some 40 feet of 
excavated and exposed massive grey 
brick seawall which protected 
Charles Town in the late 1600s. It 
had been buried under the prison 
floor when the ancient Exchange 
Building which sits over it was built 
in 1771. The wall now threads 
through each of the three small 
chambers of the frugally-lit dun-
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geon at floor level. 
Bissell, a buff of colonial and 

pirate history, credits the twin ex
hibit to his custom of morning 
coffee. Daily, en route to a res
taurant for his 10 o'clock break, he 
walked past the three-story, well
preserved Exchange Building and 
Custom House, where men once 
planned independence from Eng
land and where others subsequently 
died in its red brick basement when 
British forces captured a city that 
defied their king. His imagination 
kept rekindling itself. 

In 1965, when Bissell's growing 
interest prodded him to seek per
mission to restore the dungeon he 
knew once lay beneath the build- i 

ing, he had no expectation of un
earthing a still older piece of his
tory hidden under its rubble-strewn 
floor. 

Although the colonial structure is 
one of the nation's oldest standing 
landmarks, its basement prison with 
its vaulted brick archways had been 
all but forgotten . It was remem
bered generally in pamphlets recall
ing that three signers of the Decla
ration of Independence had been 
among its countless prisoners when 
the British held Charleston for two 
years. 

When workmen began clearing the 
considerable litter of yesteryears 
from the basement, a rolling hump 
in the brick floor intrigued Bissell. 
Probing revealed that it covered 
other brick. Excavation proved the 
concealed layer was the remains of 
a several-foot-thick, 10-foot-high 
strip of seawall interred when the 
Exchange Building and Custom 
House was built. 

History reports that when the 
provincial government ordered the 
building erected in 1767, workmen 
leveled the two-story Council 

Chamber and Watch House which 
had occupied the waterfront site 
since 1701, at what now is the end 
of Broad Street. Leveled, too, was 
the protective Half Moon Battery 
and the seawall which encased its 
covey of cannon staring out into 
the Cooper River at its base. 

Bissell 's rare find was a strip of 
the wall which had enclosed Charles 
Town in a small rectangle in the 
early 1700s, making it one of the 
three walled cities in North America. 
( Quebec and Saint Augustine were 
the others.) With the aid of John D. 
Miller, archeologist with the 
Charleston Museum, careful prob
ing was initiated. An excited Miller 
said that the wall and the battery 
were constructed between 1690 
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and 1705 from plans drawn by 
John Culpeper in 1680, when the 
site of Charles Town was moved 
from west of the Ashley River to 
what is now Charleston's pictur
esque battery area. Local media 
termed the finding probably the 
most important archeological dis
covery in the 300-year history of 
Charleston. 

When Bissell had arranged with 
the Rebecca Motte chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revo
lution, owners of the building, to 
open his prison-museum, he 
"hadn't expected it to run to the 
costs it did." He won't discuss total 
funds he expended in exhuming the 
wall but it would run high into the 
thousands of dollars. Six months 
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was spent in creating the prison and 
painstakingly digging up the dirt 
and debris inundating the wall. The 
excavation was an inch-by-inch 
project, to avoid damage to the 
considerable number of artifacts 
uncovered, including the fragmen
tary human remains of what may 
have been four prisoners. These 
artifacts-bones, buttons, cups, 
weapons, even a wedding ring-are 
now on display in the dungeon. 

Bissell, who codeveloped the pro
ject with Charleston businessman 
Thomas E. Thornhill as a silent 
partner, spared no effort "to bring 
the prison back to life. I wasn't 
interested in simply a dingy base
ment, nor a tourist trap. I wanted 
those who came to the dungeon to 

Left: Remains of the Half Moon Battery, 
a 1 Q.foot·high rectangular seawall which 
enclosed Charles Town in the early 1700s. 

experience what it must have been 
like to have been jailed there. His
tory tells us it was the height of 
misery and the depth of degrada
tion. This was the story I wanted to 
tell." He had no interest in going 
second-class, a friend related. 

The prisoners of the place are "so 
'human' you expect them to 
move," a lady from New Hampshire 
said. Costumes, eerie lighting and 
mannequins were created by Em
mett Robinson, who has gained 
regional fame as the highly imagi
native managing director of Charles
ton's nonprofessional Footlight 
Players and majordomo of the 
Dock Street Theatre. He concen
trated on the mannequins, particu
larly, since the dungeon's success 
would hinge on their projected 
realism-or lack of it. 

The fruits of his talent and labor 
cause the dungeon to breathe again. 
The calendar has returned to 1780 in 
the twilight of the tomb. A victim 
in rags and chains lies dead where 
he collapsed on the floor of straw. 
In a corner, a disheveled grey-haired 
man sits at the only table and pens 
a letter with a quill. A woman of 
the streets is handcuffed to a wall 
and standing haughtily beside her is 
an elite member of her sex attired 
in peak of fashion. At the fine 
lady's elbow, proud and erect even 
in chains, is an obviously prominent 
Revolutionary figure. 

The British drew no lines at class 
distinction or sex in the tenancy of 
the prison. The prominent slept on 
the same dirty floor as slaves, 
Indians, drunks, prisoners of war 
and any other prisoners. Disease 
was a handmaiden of filth in the 
overcrowded chambers. Records 
reveal that the British incarcerated 
upwards of 60 people at a time in 
the basement. 

Among its inmates were three 
Charlestonians who signed the 
Declaration of Independence
Thomas Heyward Jr., Arthur Mid
dleton and Edward Rutledge. One 
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Below: Visitors enter the Provost Dun
geon through a low doorway marked 
by a British colony flag. The structure 
above is the Exchange Building and Cus
tom House, used by both patriots and 
British during the American Revolution. 

of the dungeon's most celebrated 
prisoners, Col. Isaac Hayne, was 
held there and summarily executed, 
causing issue of an American 
proclamation encouraging reprisal. 

-s.c. Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
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While the British occupied the 
building, they were unaware they 
walked upon a powder keg. Gen. 
William Moultrie had concealed 
some 10,000 pounds of explosive in 
a bricked-up chamber in the cellar
prison. Today visitors to the dun
geon can peek through a hole in the 
wall and into the place of hiding for 
the powder kegs, stored belly-on
be lly much as they were when 
Moultrie put them there. 

To create his startling manne
quins, Robinson molded them in
dividually with time-consuming 
care. He posed live volunteers in 
contorted and natural positions, 
wrapped them in plaster cast ban
dages and kept them motionless 
while the covering hardened. The 
models were freed with surgical cut
ting tools and the two halves of the 
cocoons were joined with fiber 
glass. Dental stone, the material 
dentists use to make dental plates, 
was used to fashion hands and 
faces. 

Visitors to the dungeon have no 
need of imagination. The scene tells 
the story. It is a moment of history 
frozen for study at leisure. What 
they see is abetted by a recorded 
voice which talks and echoes 
graphic details. "I wouldn't stay 
here by myself overnight if they 
gave me the whole state of South 
Carolina," a lady from Virginia 
whispered to a friend. Another told 
the chamber of commerce that 
"everything is so real I expected to 
see the dead man on the floor 
move." 

The dungeon is reached through a 
five-foot doorway in the rear of the 
Exchange Building; a sign warns 
visitors to watch for the limited 
clearance. The entire building domi
nates the east end of Broad Street 
where the old avenue forms a T 
with East Bay Street. 

Here at this dead end history has 
been made since colonial times. But 
it might all have gone unnoticed 
except for a Charlestonian's habit 
of mid-morning coffee. 

Lt. Col. Tom Hamrick (U.S. Army
Retired) is from Mt. Pleasant. 
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A Synoptic History For Laymen 

CHAPTER 19 
An Eclectic Era 
(ca. 1895-1918) 

South Carolina history from the 
zenith of Tillmanism (1890s) 
until the end of World War I can 

be tagged an "eclectic era." Like 
the novels of William Faulkner, it 
was a Southern society of many 
hues and colors. There was no 
single thread or dominant force 
which makes it easy to label pre
cisely, such as "Era of the Revo
lution," or "Reconstruction," or 
"Agrarian Crusade." 

The narrator faces a greater 
problem or dilemma: After 1900, 
or maybe after 1918, is there really 
a separate and distinctive Southern 
or South Carolina history? After 
all, the A & P in Charleston, South 
Carolina, is like the A & P in 
Charleston, West Virginia; the 
Howard Johnson flavors in Colum
bia are all too similar to those in 
New Jersey; the Texaco station in 
Manning bears a close resemblance 
to one in Missoula, Montana. Water 
pollution bothers Hilton Head-and 
also Santa Barbara. Even issues of 
race relations-once the South's 
monopoly-have been exported. 

One could perhaps entitle the 
1895-1918 period as the "Era of 
Blease," but that politician did not 
overshadow others as thoroughly 
nor as successfully as had Tillman 
or Hampton. One could stress here 
an idea of industrial revolution-for 
a striking one was occurring, but 
still most employed people were en
gaged in agriculture. One could 
depict this as the "Era of Progres
sivism" (it was in United States his-
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By LEWIS P. JONES 

This article is part eighteen of a 
series which will consist of twenty
one installments. Dr. Lewis P. Jones 
is chairman of the History Depart
ment at Wofford College. 

tory), but that seems always to be 
an exaggerated tag when pinned on 
South Carolina history. 

Before Tillmanism became "con
tained" and less strident, it fired 
one final salvo. Ben had captured 
the battlefield originally by tactics 
which had exploited agrarian dis
content and Negrophobia. Actually, 
black men had departed South 
Carolina politics in the 1880s, but 
the appearance of the Haskellites in 
1890 had raised the spectre of po
tential dangers of a Black Repub
lican revival-or so Ben had said. A 
more likely opportunity for the 
blacks would have been the chance 
to tip a balance of power if their 
aid were assiduously cultivated. In 
any case, Ben's followers wanted 
surer guarantees than black apathy, 
or such subterfuges as the "Eight 
Box Law," or various strategems 
based on chicanery. He vociferously 
insisted that in a state with a black 
majority, ironclad guarantees must 
be provided by the constitution to 
eliminate the possibility of Negro 
political participation-the Four
teenth and Fifteenth Amendments 
notwithstanding. 

Tillman's proposal for a new 
state constitution elicited much 
opposition-not in behalf of Ne
groes but in fear of what a Tillman
m ind ed convention might draft, 
lest, as The State foresaw, the state 
might "go further, perhaps, in the 
direction of communism." Both of 

the leading papers, The News and 
Courier and The State, bitterly op
posed it, the latter preferring "to 
bear the ills we have, than fly to 
others we know not of." Neverthe
less, a referendum supported Till
man, 31,402 to 29,523. The Up 
Country favored the constitutional 
convention, being then plagued by 
an almost pathological fear of 
"Negro rule." The Tillmanite
dominated state Democratic exe
cutive committee judged the pro
posed constitution as essential "to 
obviate all future danger, and for
tify Anglo-Saxon civilization .... " 
Wade Hampton remained consist
ent, averring that he was "willing to 
trust them [Negroes], and they ask 
only the rights guaranteed to them 
by the Constitution of the United 
States and that of our own 
State .... I advocate perfect hon
esty, for a defeat on that line is 
better than victory by fraud." 

Election of the 1895 Convention 
provided another Tillman victory: 
112 Tillmanites, 42 Conservatives, 
six Republicans (all Negroes). It 
was a boisterous session at spots, 
with many Tillmanites-especially 
the followers of stormy John L.M. 
Irby-being opposed to restrictive 
subterfuges which were designed to 
eliminate the Negro but which 
would also catch in their snares the 
illiterate whites. (In 1880, 21.9 per 
cent of the whites were illiterate, 
78.5 per cent of Negroes.) 

Even the Tillmanites rowed with 
one another at the convention. 
N.G. Gonzales' The State tackled 
the high-handed efforts of the con
vention's presiding officer, John 
Gary Evans, in one of a series of 
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satirical parodies in Biblical lan
guage (in which the unimpressive 
Evans always appeared as "John the 
Squedunk"). As this "chronicler" 
reported: 

2 Being little in mind, he was in no 
wise able to see in what contempt 
he was held by all just men. 

3 He did wickedly seek by counting 
of ballots to change the great tab
lets of the law so that the Sons of 
Ethiopia might no longer vote, and 
that he and his followers might 
reign forever. 

Ultimately, as finally adopted, 
the words of the voting clause 
avoided colliding directly with the 
Fifteenth Amendment, but by their 
effect would eliminate most blacks 
from polling booths. Every regis
trant had to be literate. 

Here the subtleties began, with 
the alternatives or options offered 
to those whites being disqualified 
by their illiteracy. Having dropped 
the tent to the ground, Tillmanites 
now sought to lift it up for illiterate 
whites (heavily Tillmanite) to crawl 
back under: Those now disqualified 
by their inability to read and write 
were given three years to get per
manent lifetime registration certif
icates provided that they could 
prove to the satisfaction of the 
Registration Board (safely Till
manite) that they could "under
stand" the Constitution when it 
was read aloud to them. The lily
white registrars would be con
veniently tolerant of the nuances of 
constitutional jurisprudence as pro
pounded by illiterate whites. A 
black Ph.D. in political science 
could not expect such easy success. 
In addition, thereafter any disfran
chised by illiteracy were offered 
another detour as option-owner
ship of taxable property assessed at 
$300 or more. On top of that, cer
tain crimes-especially those pe
culiar to Negroes of that time
disfranchised the would-be voters: 
receiving stolen goods, wife-beating, 
bigamy, and others; intriguingly, 
such crimes as murder did not. 

Conservatives viewed with alarm 
the opportunities for fraud pro
vided in the grant of such complete 
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discretion to the conscience of 
boards of registration, but as a Till
man i te-m ore candid than dis
creet-boasted in the convention, 
"We don't propose to have any fair 
elections. We will get left every 
time .... "N.G. Gonzales foresaw a 
"rule of ignorance" since to Till
man ''ignorance ... is only dan
gerous when it is black ignorance." 
In the 1900 election, Jim Tillman
Ben's nephew-noted, "It is no 
crime for a supervisor of regis
tration to deny a negro a certifi
cate." 

Tillman had moved on to the 
U.S. Senate from whence he partici
pated less directly in the internal 
course of state affairs. His successor 
as governor in 1894 was to be an
other product of the Gary family of 
Edgefield, John Gary Evans, then 
only 30 years old. Ben had been 
embarrassed by a surplus of loyal 
followers, with five dedicated Till
manites aspiring to the post. Evans, 
though able, was peculiarly unim
pressive and colorless in contrast 
with his predecessor, described as 
being "as much like a woolhat as 
any youngster stepping out of a 
dinner dance at Delmonico's might 
have been." Here was a well-edu
cated aristocrat to lead the one
gallus boys-to the scornful glee of 
The State's "prophet" who wrote 
as "Zerrachaboam": 

4 And there came another John, 
called the Squedunk [Evans] who 
held strong grasp upon the nether 
garment of Benjamin, and did ear
nestly hope to wear those worn 
sandals of Benjamin when he should 
be minded to cast them aside. 

5 Now, as of old, Benjamin the Till
manite did open his mouth in pro
faneness before the people and 
sought to set them one against 
another. 

6 And John the Squedunk did 
squint with his eye and utter blas
phemies, hoping that they who be
held him would liken him unto 
Benjamin his master. 

7 But he was held in scorn by as 
many as heard him, and with one 
accord they cried out that an ass 
could not be hidden by the skin of 
a lion. 

Even so, Conservatives could 
only provide frustrated howls, and 
the Democratic convention passed 
Ben's mantle to "John the Sque
dunk." That same year (1894), it 
also abolished the convention 
method of selecting nominees and 
thereafter all major candidates 
would be chosen in direct pri
maries. 

Since the 1895 constitutional 
restrictions applied to the general 
elections, Negro (Republican) par
ticipation declined swiftly so that 
more than ever the Democratic 
choice of party nominees became 
the only meaningful political pro
cess in the state-and this it re
mained with the "white Democratic 
primary" until almost mid-20th 
century. Actually, with a decline in 
illiteracy ( during 1880 to 1900, 
from 78.5 per cent to 52.8 per 
cent), more Negroes could have 
qualified for voting in general elec
tions but did not bother. 

Although Gov. Evans was more 
sensitive than many of his contem
poraries to the new social problems 
plaguing the state, his adminis
tration was marked by intensified 
problems of the Dispensary, es
pecially those stemming from 
Charleston which was adamantly 
determined neither to be "dry" nor 
to conform with drinking guide
lines, such as the Dispensary system 
provided. Traditionally South Caro
lina has been ironically incon
sistent-or, in the words of the 
ancient adage, its citizens "will vote 
dry as long as they can stagger up 
to the polls." The problems of cor
ruption and lawlessness were both 
complex and disgusting, but "The 
hysterical cries that Charleston had 
been deprived of local self-govern
ment were as excessive as most of 
the partisanship of the time." 

The old "Reform Movement" be
gan to disintegrate about 1896. 
Issues were no longer so clear-cut, 
and yet a decade of extravagant 
charges and countercharges, heated 
animosities, and the magnification 
of puny issues into world-shaking 
maxims which had poisoned South 
Carolina public life (as it can still 
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do) had so supercharged the dis
cussion of political matters as to 
make their solution even more dif
ficult. Such a sorry conduct of 
politics-that of immersing politics 
in malignity-can be habit-forming 
and common weal th-destructive. 
Unfortunately, there always seems 
to be available a politician who is 
more concerned with generating 
heat than with shedding light, and 
it takes a population calmer and 
less selfish than he to avoid being 
led into a stampede. 

In 1896, the un-charismatic Gov. 
Evans sought the Senate seat of 
John L.M. Irby, by now a political 
derelict who ignored Tillman's pre
scribed "program of rehabilitation" 
for his young "besotted friend." 
Ben gave his blessings to the young 
governor, "a competent tool and an 
aggressive advocate of the Tillman 
dogmas" but nevertheless "with the 
possible exception of Tillman, the 
most hated man in the state." His 
chief opponent was Judge Joseph 
H. Earle, onetime progressive
minded Conservative who managed 
to make inroads in the Tillman 
ranks. "Zerrachaboam" began his 
commentary in The State thus: 

10 Now it came to pass in the full
ness of time that the term of office 
of John the Senator did draw to a 
close . ... 
11 But Benjamin the Tillman
ite . .. wishing to have his servant 
John the Squedunk always near 
him, did go from place to place and 
set all men of authority against 
John the Senator, so that John ... 
was stricken in heart and did not 
stand before the wrath of Ben
jamin. 

Earle conducted an experiment 
in strategy too often eschewed by 
South Carolina politicos: Avoiding 
partisanship and invective, he "kept 
his cool," did not always say what 
presumably ( or allegedly) the 
thoughtless wanted to hear, and 
convinced enough voters (both Till
manites and Conservatives) of his 
good will so that they rallied to 
such a moderate. In short, he took 
the high road. (One should like to 
see the formula tested often.) De
spite Tillman's vigorous activity for 
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Evans, Earle won in the second more than the antics of its poli
primary. Maybe, as charged, John ticians and statesmen. If Tillmanism 
Gary Evans truly was "an inept can- of the 1890s had capitalized on 
didate who was odious to thou- agrarian depression which had long 
sands" ( according to F. B. Sim- gripped the land, it could not claim 
kins); after all, Tillmanites did to have cured it by 1900. By that 
sweep other elections in 1896. year, 61 per cent of South Carolina 

Sen. Earle died in less than a farmers were tenants. (Farm labor 
year, and in 1897 John L. Mc- for cash was not rewarding: In 
Laurin, old Tillmanite of Marlboro 1880, "from sun to sun," the going 
County, was sent into the vacancy. rate averaged $8 to $12 a month.) 
McLaurin was an intriguing phe- As big plantations were broken up 
nomenon and perhaps not so much into smaller farms (some of them 
out of step as he was a man ahead being sharecropped), the average 
of his time. If white South Caro- farm had been declining in size: In 
linians of that time had not viewed 1860, it was 347 acres; in 1880, 
Republicans with the same en- 156 acres. (It is now rising again: 
thusiasm with which they did 61.8 acres in 1930; 172 in 1964, 
leprosy, he should have been a when average farm value was 
member of the GOP and sought to $25,000.) Cotton prices remained 
resuscitate it. He called his prin- depressed-as low as five cents a 
ciples "Commercial Democracy": pound, not enough to meet ex
He favored the gold standard in a penses. The inadequate credit sys
day of Democrats' "free silver"; tern available put farmers and mer
leaned toward a protective tariff; chants at the mercy of the mer
encouraged industry and commerce chant, who charged 20 to 75 per 
while coming from an agricultural cent on supplies and goods which 
state; supported federal subsidies he "advanced." Since he was taking 
for shipping; endorsed annexation a lien on their unproduced crop 
of the Philippines. At least, in a hot (value unknown until harvest time), 
debate at Gaffney with his old he insisted on one known factor: a 
mentor Tillman, he introduced a non-perishable staple which could 
Carolina audience to the novelty of always be converted to cash, and 
hearing pertinent and contem- this normally meant cotton. Hence 
porary issues discussed-and as D.D. one of the real problems of the 
Wallace put it-provided "intel- state-lack of diversification
lectual superiority to the con- became even worse, with cotton 
ventional clap-trap of mummified production going up from 224,000 
one-party oratory." bales in 1870 to 837,000 bales in 

Ultimately McLaurin's chief 1900. 
fame came from having a fist fight Farmers had responded to their 
with Tillman on the floor of the problem by joining the Grange in 
Senate in 1902, a disgraceful see- droves in the 1870s and then the 
nario which led to Ben's censure by Farmers' Alliance and also Till
the Senate and his break with Theo- man's Farmers' Association in the 
dore Roosevelt who subsequently 18 8 0 s. Their political pressures 
withdrew a White House dinner in- were more successful than their 
vitation to him. In addition, Re
publicans were consulting with 
McLaurin about federal patronage 
in South Carolina-a twist which 
Tillman felt most painfully. The 
result of all this was personal petu
lance which caused Tillman to take 
anti -Roosevelt stands by reflex 
rather than on the merit of issues. 

In this 1895-1918 era, state his
tory naturally consisted of much 

economic projects, such as state
wide cooperatives for buying fer
tilizer or selling cotton. 

Between 1900 and 1920 farmers 
enjoyed a brief and unique period 
of prosperity. (For that reason, 
prices during the years 1909-1914 
were later the first used to deter
mine the "parity" guideline in fed
eral farm programs.) Nationwide 
conditions contributed, but several 
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healthy developments inside the 
state were factors: (1) James L. 
Coker (1837-1918) and his son, 
David R. Coker (1870-1938), at 
Hartsville, were major explanations 
of the change because of their work 
as scientific breeders of better seed. 
( 2) The opening of Clemson College 
in 1893 had a tremendous impact 
both directly and indirectly on the 
quality of state agricultural prac
tices. ( 3) Federal legislation during 
the Wilson period-some of it spon
sored by A. Frank Lever, a South 
Carolina congressman-helped with 
such programs as agricultural edu
cation, county and home demon
stration agents, and increased vo
cational education. ( 4) After 1895, 
new crops provided diversification 
within agriculture, with The News 
and Courier deserving much of the 
credit for the state's entering to
bacco production ( even distributing 
seed to doubting Thomases), and 
The State also deserving recognition 
for the renewed interest and in
creased production of corn. By the 
time of the war, the statistics of 
state farm activities were truly im
pressive and became even more so 
during the war boom. The latter 
was both artificial and inflationary, 
but at least many rural people were 
able to retire old debts. 

The industrial revolution, which 
had begun in the 1880s, continued 
with effects both good and bad, the 
latter consisting largely of social 
problems which were byproducts 
of the nature of the textile industry 
and communities. Like agriculture, 
industry also suffered from putting 
all of its eggs into one basket. The 
number of cotton mills leaped: 
1880: 14; 1900: 115; 1910: 167. 
As E. M. Lander summarized the 
1880-1920 transformation, "The 
number of mills increased 13 times, 
the number of spindles 60 times, 
the number of workers 26 times, 
and the value of annual output 100 
times." After 1890, the growing use 
of hydroelectric power contributed 
to this textile acceleration. 

Most of these plants-primarily 
in Anderson, Greenville and 
Spartan burg counties-were 

56 

launched by local entrepreneurs 
with most of the capital local-and 
often inadequate and hard to raise. 
Sometimes Northern capital could 
be attracted, occasionally from 
machinery manufacturers and 
sometimes from marketing agents 
in New York. There were disadvan
tages in this as a source, and the 
trend could lead ultimately to "out
side ownership" ( as it has in the 
case of some notable chains). The 
textile capital invested in the state 
leaped from $3 million in 1880 to 
$140 million in 1920. (For con
trast: In 1967 it was $1.233 bil
lion.) Because of inadequate cap
ital, some mills were skating on thin 
ice, bought outmoded or second
hand machinery, and maintained 
depressed and depressing com
munities. 

One factor that encouraged in
dustry in the state was one un
happy factor: the willingness of 
poor white agriculturists and moun
taineers to work for low wages in 
developing mill villages. Non-union
ized and themselves finding no ap
peal in labor organizations, they 
worked for wages lower than those 
paid in New England. Perhaps this 
explains why investments in the 
Southern textile industry leaped 
ahead 131.4 per cent between 1890 
and 1900, and only 12.1 per cent in 
New England. Despite the low wage 
scale, the jobs looked attractive to 
transplanted tenant farmers, and 
this enabled owners to compete 
successfully with the older and 
more efficient Northern textile 
plants. Pay ran as low as 25 cents a 
day for children, and the average 
daily pay for Palmetto State textile 
workers was 75 cents in 1902. Until 
the 66-hour law was adopted in 
1892, most worked 12 hours, six 
days a week. 

Many records and descriptions of 
the textile communities are pre
served and they hardly arouse nos
talgia for an aesthetic past full of 
only charm. Paternalism marked 
these towns with a number of free 
or cheap services provided by man
agement, but such did not modify 
the drabness nor the poverty which 

were the hallmarks of many of 
these villages. The company store 
provided credit-at high prices 
which faced no accessible compe
tition. By the 1920s, conditions 
were showing signs of improve
ment. As Dr. Ernest Lander, leading 
scholar on this topic, notes, the 
change was primarily traceable to 
the coming of roads and transpor
tation which ended the isolation of 
these towns. 

Worst abuse accompanying the 
badly needed industrialization was 
the widespread use of child labor. 
Many of the families involved had 
come from farming where chil
dren's working was taken for 
granted and few or no schools were 
available. Low wages also made it 
appear that the whole family must 
necessarily be earners. Most child 
workers went to the spinning rooms 
where little girls were considered 
nimble at tying broken yarn and 
boys worked as doffers (replacing 
full bobbins with empty ones). 
Wages were small-as low as 30 
cents for a 12-hour day. In 1880, 
25 per cent of Southern textile 
workers were under the age of 16. 
One worker was discovered in 
South Carolina aged six. Of those 
over age 14 laboring in South Caro
lina, 50.3 per cent could not read 
or write. 

Concern and agitation about the 
problem began in the 1880s, but 
those who insisted "there ought to 
be a law" collided with those who 
were devoted to laissez-faire, the 
latter group including parents as 
well as mill owners. Because of 
Northern exposes of the system, it 
became easy to see all "agitators" 
as "outsiders," or as persons who 
truckled to Yankees. Charges of 
socialism greeted the reformers, and 
even the Bible was used to def end 
the labor status quo. 

In South Carolina, the reform 
movement stemmed from four 
sources: N.G. Gonzales, outspoken 
editor of The State, who led the 
crusade; Gov. M.B. Mcsweeney 
(1899-1903); some representatives 
of the National Child Labor Com
mittee ( especially Alexander J. 
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McKelway); and the American 
Federation of Labor . Some textile 
leaders fought back, denying that 
the argument involved humani
tarian issues. John C. Cary, presi
dent of one mill in the state, argued 
that reformers were tools of New 
England mills and were seeking to 
wreck Southern mills by destroying 
their cheaper labor advantage . 
Daniel A. Tompkins, Edgefield 
native and industrial tycoon with 
many interests in both Carolinas, 
compared the reformers with the 
abolitionists and argued that work 
was good for children-even for 
those below 14 years. James L. Orr 
Jr., mill president, argued that 
children necessarily had to work
unless they did not want food and 
clothing. 

The reformers finally pushed the 
legislature to action in 1903, re
gardless of the prevalent mood. It 
hardly eliminated child labor in 
factories: only those under 12. No 
major change came until 1917 
when the minimum age was upped 
to 14. By 1909, 18.7 per cent of 
mill employees were still under age 
16. 

Less controversial in economic 
changes was the growth of railroads 
in this era. Their mileage had 
jumped from 1,356 in 1877 to 
2,842 in 1900. Small lines, often 
locally originated and financed, 
were merged into the growing large 
"systems," especially as a result of 
devastating financial problems after 
the Panic of 1893. In 1898 several 
small lines were affiliated into a 
nucleus of the Atlantic Coast Line, 
the Seaboard was formed just be
fore 1900, and the jigsaw puzzle 
that was the Southern was put to
gether by J.P. Morgan interests in 
1894. The bigger consolidations
usually owned and manipulated 
from the North and, it was felt, not 
always in the best interests of the 
South-did not inherit all the af
fections sometimes felt for smaller 
lines with local names (like the 
Greenville & Columbia, the Caro
lina & North western, or-the 
author's first true love-the Colum
bia, Newberry & Laurens), but 
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South Carolina life still practically 
revolved around this transportation 
system. A few elderly and nostalgic 
men can still testify that no Bee
thoven is the equal of a Coast Line 
whistle mourning out of the 
Wateree swamp on a moonlit, 
cold night; that no drama ever 
matched the Carolina Special head
ing into the Blue Ridge; that no 
Napoleon ever was a hero quite 
equal to a C.&W.C. engineer named 
Boyce Myers; and that no diplomat 
was ever quite as impressive as a 
Southern conductor known as 
Captain Billy Smith. Truly, as one 
historian once observed, the Amer
ican emblem ..should never have 
been the eagle; it should have been 
a steam locomotive, preferably en
dowed with both sound and living 
color. 

The public was still utterly de
pendent on rail lines. In 1907, for 
example, Columbia was served daily 
by 2 8 passenger trains and 38 
scheduled freights. In addition, ex
cursions were still frequent. For the 
state fair, 20 to 30 extra trains 
daily would funnel into Columbia. 

The invention designed to alter 
most drastically American life and 
society, the automobile, began to 
attract excitement in the state early 
in the new century. Columbia was 
known definitely as "an automobile 
town" in 1904, with nearly 50 
machines then in the city. Even a 
wreck of a horseless carriage in 
Chicago was good for a newspaper 
story on page one of The State and 
a local wreck would be described as 
a collision "between car number 
eight and car number twelve." Pre
sumably such description was ade-
quate for all to have a vivid im
pression of the scene. 

For awhile, only the more af
fluent could afford car and chauf
feur-the latter often being the 
necessary status symbol, counter
part or reincarnation of the carriage 
driver. In 1904, some automobile 
"cranks" were attracted to the Olds
mobile Rambler (a light tonneau, 
10 horsepower), but it did cost 
$950. Prices soon dropped, a fact 
caused partially by the 1909 Max-

well-two-cylinder runabouts of 12 
horsepower costing $500. But even 
that was undersold in 1912 by the 
Brush: $485, with rumble seat $12 
extra. 

The good roads craze began in 
the 1890s when a sand-clay thor
oughfare was considered eminently 
respectable. There was no state 
agency for this effort until creation 
of the State Highway Commission 
in 1917. A gasoline tax for roads 
was to come later, in 1922: two 
cents a gallon. Automobile regis
tration began to grow during World 
War I, with 40,174 in 1917 
(269,000 in 1940; 896,000 in 
1 9 6 5). Attendant peril was the 
automobile's effect on its fading 
competitors: horrified horses and 
mules that ran away wildly with 
buggies and wagons, thereby provid
ing the peak of excitement in Caro
lina towns, far surpassing the big
gest dog fights. 

An old mania reappeared too: 
water transportation. About 1902 
to 1905 a craze to establish stern
paddle steamers going from Colum
bia to the coast seized the imagi
nation and pocketbooks of a number 
of businessmen. Grandiloquent com
motion led to birth of the ambi
tiously named "Columbia, George
town & New York Steamship Com
pany." States' rights enthusiasts saw 
no inconsistency in getting federal 
funds for dredging for their pet pro
ject. The line faltered along until 
1913, needing more capital, more 
business and more water in the 
Congaree River. It may have served 
a purpose: to be a "deterrant threat" 
which might scare railroads into 
lower rates. 

Although agriculture showed 
some symptoms of economic re
covery early in the new century, 
the commerce of Charleston re
mained in the doldrums. Some 
boost came with the formation of 
the Southern Railway (1894)' with 
attendant hopes that distant inland 
points might thereby be wedded to 
the old port city and restore it to 
its former preeminence. Hoopla was 
put into the efforts to publicize 

(Continued on page 62) 
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William Walker, better known as 
"Singin' Billy" to distinguish 
him from his contemporaries, 

"Hog Billy" and "Pig Billy," was 
born May 6, 1809, near the village 
of Cross Keys, South Carolina, on 
the Tyger River. During his teens, 
his family moved to the neighbor
hood of Cedar Springs near Spar
tanburg for economic and educa
tional reasons. 

At an early age he joined the 
Baptist Church and, amid its piety 
and fervor, became convinced that 
praising the Lord with music, es
pecially music of the human voice, 
was a requisite of Christian wor
ship. 

Concerning his musical edu
cation, one can only surmise that 
he learned the rudiments of music 
at singing schools, probably taught 
by itinerant singing masters who 
used the four-shape fasola method. 
From footnotes in his publications 
comes evidence that his mother 
sang to him and taught him her 
favorite songs when he was a small 
child. For example, concerning the 
song, "Solemn Thought," he says: 
"This is a very dear old tune and 
song to me. I learned it from the 
sweet voice of my dear mother 
(who now sings in Heaven) when I 
was only three years old,-the first 
tune I ever learned." Of two others 
he says that he learned them from 
his mother when he was five years 
old. 

At the age of 24, he married 
Amy Golightly, settled near Spar
tanburg, and eventually raised 10 
children. 

He operated a bookstore in 
Spartan burg and exercised a 
marked influence on the cultural 
life of that city, being especially 
noted for the excellence of his pri
vate library and for his familiarity 
with literature. 
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By Edith B. Card 

During these years congrega
tional singing in the church and 
singing school, without instru
mental accompaniment, constituted 
the musical life in the inland and 
upland Southeast-in fact, in rural 
America as a whole. William Walker 
became an important leader in this 
rich group life. As singing master he 
taught hundreds of singing schools 
all over the states of North and 
South Carolina, Georgia and the 
eastern part of Tennessee. 

During the War Between the 
States, though more than 50 years 
old, he helped nurse the sick and 
wounded. The Soldier's Aid and 
Relief Association was organized in 
Spartanburg, Aug. 9, 1861, and 
under the auspices of this group, 
Singin' Billy went to Richmond 
June 10, 1862, to nurse soldiers. 
During this period of service, he 
became acquainted with Stonewall 
Jackson, from whom he learned of 
his mother's kinship to the illus
trious general. 

In an early character sketch, 
Walker is described as a man of 
quite liberal views who was always 
ready with his means and influence 
to advance the cause of any enter
prise which seemed to be a public 
benefit. 

In May 1834, William Walker left 
Spartanburg with a bundle of fasola 
songs to go to New Haven, Con
necticut, to have them printed. The 
resulting book, "Southern Har
mony," was published in 1835 by 
Nathan Whiting while Andrew 
Jackson was still in the White 
House. The last edition was printed 
about five years before the War Be
tween the States. In these 25 years, 
600,000 copies of his "bible of 
country spiritual song" were sold. 
The book was so popular before the 
war that even groceries and general 
stores stocked it. 

The author always signed his 
name, "William Walker, A.S.H." 
(author of "Southern Harmony"), 
and is said to have told friends he 
would rather have A.S.H. after his 
name than Pres. in front of it. 

In the preface to the first 
edition, Walker states that "having 
been solicited for several years by 
my brother teachers, pupils and 
other friends, to publish a work of 
this kind," he "has consented to 
yield to their solicitation." The 
"work of this kind" consisted of 
"tunes, hymns, Psalms, odes and 
anthems ... suited to most of the 
metres contained in Watts' Hymns 
and Psalms, Mercer's Cluster, Dos
sey 's Choice, Dover Selection, 
Methodist Hymn Book and Baptist 
Harmony." They were claimed to 
be "Well adapted to Christian 
Churches of every denomination, 
Singing Schools and Private So
cieties." Also included in the book 
is "an easy introduction to the 
grounds of music, the rudiments of 
music and plain rules for begin
ners." 

"Southern Harmony" is written 
in the four-shape "faw, sol, law, 
me" style of Smith and Little. The 
first edition contained 209 songs of 
which 25 were claimed by Walker 
as composer. William Smith and 
William Little had issued, about 
1800, a singing school book, "The 
Easy Instructor," in which they 
introduced note heads of different 
shapes for the notes of the scale as 
sung in the 18th and early 19th 
centuries. This "new and easy way" 
of reading music made it unneces
sary to learn to read letter names 
for notes and to recognize scales. 

In 1846 Walker brought out 
"The Southern and Western Pocket 
Harmonist" published at Phila
delphia by Thomas Cowerthwait 
and Co. This book, he states on the 
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re mi system, Walker bowed to 
progress and brought out his next 
book in the newer style, but with 
shapes of his own invention, having 
been refused free use of those al
ready copyrighted by Jesse Aiken. 
This collection, bravely introduced 
just after the War Between the 
States when its sale in the pros
trated South was doubtful, he 
called "The Christian Harmony." It 
was published by Edward Miller Co. 
of Philadelphia in 1866. 

title page, was intended as an ap
pend ix to the "Southern Har
mony," embracing the "principal 
hymns, songs, choruses, and revival 
tunes, usually sung at Protracted 
and camp-meetings of different 
denominations of Christians 
throughout the Southern and West
ern states; also, a number of choice 
pieces for the church and social 
singing societies." Of this compila
tion of 137 songs, 26 are claimed 
by Walker. 

"Southern and Western Pocket 
Harmonist" is written in the same 
four-shape note style as "Southern 
Harmony" and contains an abbre
viated section of rudiments. 

With the advent of the seven
shape notes and the popularity in 
urban centers of the European do 
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"Christian Harmony" purported 
to contain "a choice collection of 
Hymn and Psalm Tunes, Odes and 
Anthems selected from the best 
authors of Europe and America. A 
number of New tunes, from emi
nent composers, never before pub
lished, embracing a great variety of 
metres, suited to the various Hymn 
and Psalm Books of the Different 
Christian Denominations." This 
book contained a "complete course 
of instruction in the fundamental 
principles of music, which thor
oughly simplifies that Science. Par
ticularly adapted to the use of Sing
ing Schools, Choirs, Social and Pri-

Left: "Singin' Billy" Walker of Spartan
burg, whose hymnbooks widely influ
enced the cultural life of the rural South 
and West during the 19th century. Below: 
Title page from "Southern Harmony." 
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vate Singing Societies." 
In a section in "Christian Har

mony" entitled, "Seven-Syllable 
Character Note Music," Walker 
explains why he has changed from 
the four-shape fasola to the seven
shape composition. He states that 
as there are "seven distinct sounds 
in the scale, we need and must 
have, to be consistent, seven names. 
Would any parents having seven 
children, ever think of calling them 
by only four names? We tried many 
names, but finally agreed on the 
Italian as the mo st euphonious." 

In the same article, Walker con
tinues, "We are pleased to know 
that, while our work accommodates 
the masses or the millions by the 
character notes, [ shape notes] it is 
none the less suited to the scientific 
and profound. Those who choose 
can sing by calculation, [round 
notes] regardless of the shapes-the 
flats and sharps being used precisely 
as in the round note books, so it 
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will equally suit the instrumental 
performers." 

In the Preface to his "Christian 
Harmony," Walker states that these 
'' tunes have been selected from 
about 15,000 pages of printed 
music, and a great number of manu
script tunes kindly given to us and 
sent by mail by brother teachers, 
ministers of the gospel, and many 
other musical friends, embracing a 
great many standard church tunes 
(some of them composed in the 
days of the Reformation) which are 
as necessary in a music book for 
church use as ballast for a ship, to
gether with a large number of 
splendid pieces of more modern 
date, some perfect gems,-also some 
fresh from the author's pen." He 
was concerned that he might have 
"inadvertently" inserted some with
out leave that were copyrighted. "If 
so," he said, "and we are informed 
of the fact, we will try to arrange 
the matter satisfactorily, for we do 
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not want to do anything that is not 
high-toned and gentlemanly." 

Walker's last compilation was a 
book of children's or Sunday 
school songs, called "Fruits and 
Flowers," which was published in 
1869. It was printed in his seven
shape notes, but contained no rudi
ments. 

In the "rudiments of music" 
section of "Southern Harmony," 
Walker defines music as "a succes
sion of pleasing sounds." Regarding 
discords, he says that a skillful com
poser may use them, provided a full 
chord follows immediately; "they 
will then answer a similar purpose 
to acid which being tasted im
mediately previous to sweet, gives 
the latter a more pleasing flavor." 

The meters, or "moods of time," 
as Walker calls them, denote not 
only the beats-to-a-measure, but 
also the tempo. Directions are given 
for making pendulums of various 
lengths with which to practice beat-
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Left: "Solemn Call." Written in 1827, 
th is was Billy Walker's first original 
composition. Right: An example from 
"Southern Harmony" in which Walker 
attempts to simplify music reading with 
his shape-note system. 

ing time so that the tempo of the 
songs could be learned. For ex
ample, C or four-beats-to-a
measure, called for a pendulum 
39.2 inches long, each beat to be 
held for one swing of the pendu
lum. Two-four meter required a 
pendulum 12.4 inches long, and 
three-eight meter called for a pen
dulum five and one-twenty-first 
inches long. 

Other admonitions from Walker's 
general observations in "Southern 
Harmony" include: 

Care should be taken that all the 
parts (when singing together) begin 
upon their proper pitch. 

All affectation should be ban
ished, for it is disgusting in the per
formance of sacred music. 

Too long singing at a time in
jures the lungs. 

When learning to sing, we should 
endeavor to cultivate the voice so as 
to make it soft, smooth and 
round .... 

Yet how hard it is to make some 
believe soft singing is the most 
melodious, when at the same time 
loud singing is more like the hoot
ings of the midnight bird than re
fined music. 

Noise, while singing, was con
sidered as "nothing less than a 
proof of disrespect in the singers to 
the exercise, to themselves who 
occasion it, and to the Author of 
our Existence." 

In a footnote, the following in
structions are given: 

A cold or cough, all kinds of 
spirituous liquors, violent exercise, 
too much bile on the stomach, long 
fasting, the veins overcharged with 
impure blood, etc. are destructive 
to the voice of one who is much in 
the habit of singing. A frequent use 
of some acid drink, such as purified 
cider, vinegar, and water mixed and 
sweetened with honey, or sugar 
with a 1 i ttle black or cayenne 
pepper, wine, and loaf sugar, etc., if 
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T. All notes of music which represent sounds are called by four names, and 
each note is known by its shape, viz.; the me is a diamond, faw is triangle, sol is 
round, and law is square. See the example. 

me faw sol law 

0 e~='il L Ft~ ql0 E=Eii r I I IL= ; ill 
D;arnoad. foaagle.; = Rouad. Squace. 

P. But in some music books the tunes are written in round notes entirely. 
How do we know by what names to call the notes in these books? 

T. By first finding the me for me is the governing and leading note; and 
when that is found, the notes on the lines and spaces in regular succession are 
called, faw, sol, law, faw, sol, law, (twice,) and those below the me, law, sol, 
faw, law, sol, faw, (twice;) after which me will come again . 

used sparingly, are very strengthen
ing to the lungs. 

Walker spent most of his time 
traveling throughout the area con
ducting singing schools and training 
singing masters. Concerning the 
latter he said: 

We recommend young teachers 
and those who want to teach, and 
all others, male or female, who wish 
to understand the science of music 
thoroughly, to make Normal 
Schools of from thirty to one hun
dred pupils, employ an experienced 
Professor of Music, who is a master 
of the science, and have sessions of 
twenty or fifty days in a regular 
succession, where you can be 
taught. Meet early in the morning, 
say 9 o'clock; stay till 3 or 4 
o'clock in the afternoon. In these 
schools you not only learn to sing, 
but how to sing properly. The au
thor having taught many schools in 
the last fifteen years, and brought 
out more good teachers than in five 
times the number of common sing
ing schools, believes, therefore, that 
he cannot recommend Normal 
Schools too highly. 

William Walker died in Spartan
burg on Sept. 24, 1875, at the age 
of 67, and is buried in Magnolia 
Cemetery. From his obituary notice 
in the Carolina Spartan comes the 

following tribute: 

This gentleman, well known to 
our community for high literary 
taste, and many social and private 
virtues, departed this life at his resi
dence in our town, on Friday 
last .. . . He was no ordinary man. 
His life, origin, birth, resources and 
character will ascribe to him a 
higher position than our notes will 
afford. His whole life in fact is il
lustrative of his devotion and en
ergy to the good of mankind at 
large .... As a Christian, no man 
durst charge him with impro
prieties. As a citizen, guide and 
counsellor, the teachings of the 
Bible and the precepts of Christ re
strained him from error. 

William Walker, with his singing 
schools, his compilations and com
po sit ions, made a decided 
contribution to the musical life of 
the rural South and West. His name 
is still recognized by older residents 
of these areas as being synonymous 
with sacred music, singing schools, 
and solfaing. His contributions ex
tend to the present in that he set in 
musical notation many of the tra
ditional songs of his day, thus pre
serving them for future generations. 

Edith B. Card is a free-lance writer 
from Clemson. 
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(Continued from page 57) 

The Sunken Gardens, an attraction at the 
S.C. Interstate and West Indian Exposition. 

Charleston by the South Carolina 
Interstate and West Indian Expo
sition of 1901-02, a mini world's 
fair. Such regional expositions were 
then the rage, inspired by the 1851 
London Crystal Palace and the 1876 
Philadelphia Centennial exposi
tions, with the New South em
phasis proclaimed by Atlanta, New 
Orleans, Nashville and elsewhere. 
(The latest perhaps: Dallas, 1936.) 
The Charleston "Expo '02" never 
achieved the dreams of its sponsors 
but did serve the purpose of calling 
attention to Charleston and the 
state-especially their industrial and 
commercial potential. Also, it served 
the human passion to make such a 
solemn obeisance to the gods of 
progress-and also "to go to the fair" 
(which was located in the area of 
the new Citadel). 

Another obsession with Caro
linians was health-a problem which 
they faced in various ways. The 
more affluent could reassure them
selves that periodic trips to the 
springs would provide longevity, as 
well as pleasant but stilted va
cations. At the other extreme, the 
masses could do little, their health 
pro bl ems ( such as pellagra and 
hookworm) being only a by-
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product of their poverty, so that 
Southern history is "the tale of a 
sick people." Many relied heavily 
on patent medicines so copiously 
and flamboyantly advertised in the 
press. Large displays convinced 
many that death could be kept 
away from the door if readers 
would put their faith in such won
drous chemical concoctions as 
Mozley's Lemon Elixier, Dr. 
Thacher's Liver and Blood Syrup, 
Mother's Friend, Fisher's Nerve and 
Bone Liniment, and Pe-run-na 
( "cures Catarrh of the Head, 
Throat, Lungs, Stomach, Kidneys, 
Bladder, and Female Organs"). The 
latter suffered a severe blow in 
1905 when Dispensary officials 
clamped down on patent medicines 
containing alcohol, 41 of them 
being outlawed for ranging in spirit 
proof from l.60 to 90. The State 
began its story ( entitled "Chief 
Hammett's Ukase") as follows: 

Good bye, Peruna! Fare thee 
well, Hostetter's [Stomach Bit
ters] ! Henceforth thy name is 
booze. Ah, sad the day when thou 
wert vaporized in test tubes uncivil, 
when thy alcoholic richness was 
there displayed in figures serene 
and melancholy. Ah, Peruna. To 
the booze shops hie thee; there we 
may buy thee; the law dost decry 
thee; but we'll e'er stand by thee, 
Peruna. 

Hypochondriacs could shop 
hopefully in newspaper ads: filters 
for home spigots (to make water 
"clear as crystal and guaranteed 
germ proof"); inhalatorium treat
ments; and oxygenerators ("posi
tively corrects the Blood Circula
tion"). And despite the ukase, 
many boiler-plate ads still pro
claimed the miracle qualities of 
tonics, wrinkle removers ( guaran
teed to succeed in three nights), 
stomach bitters, iron, rheumicides, 
blood cleansers, liver-and-blood 
syrups, and "lung food." A surpris
ing number of the newspaper sub
scribers survived. 

In the realm of education, South 
Carolina had never fully recovered 
from war and reconstruction. The 
few really concerned educators, like 

Superintendent Hugh S. Thompson 
(1877-82), had encountered much 
lip service to education but even 
more indifference and apathy. The 
Tillman era had witnessed some 
advance with the State Board of 
Education provided in the new 
1895 Constitution and the responsi
bility put on the state by that docu
ment to provide free public edu
cation for all children. While most 
statistics showed growth and 
greater spending, the disparity be
t ween the "separate but equal" 
schools became shockingly greater: 
In 1907, for example, the spending 
per pupil enrolled was $8 for a 
white child, $1.57 for a Negro; 
white teachers' salaries averaged 
$267 a year, Negro teachers, $95. 
Only in Charleston were there 
Negro schools that could be con
sidered academically respectable in 
comparison with the white schools. 
The systems were "separate" but 
some were markedly "more equal" 
than others. Inadequacy of school
ing marked both races, for in 1914 
among those registering to vote 
(primarily whites), 19.2 per cent of 
the sovereigns of the state "made 
their marks." 

Sectarianism kept church col
leges going without providing much 
wherewithal to guarantee survival. 
The rivalry between these insti
tutions and state colleges continued 
to be sharp. In this era, the state 
provided free tuition for those will
ing to swear that they were unable 
to pay. In 1914-15 such scholars 
constituted 80 per cent of students 
in state colleges, a figure which 
promptly plummeted drastically in 
1915 when the colleges began in
specting applications. In 1904, the 
largest college in the state was State 
A. & M. at Orangeburg with 711 
students, followed by Clemson with 
605 students. The University of 
South Carolina had 214; The Cita
del, 134; Winthrop, 429; Wofford, 
334; Erskine, 156; Furman, 167. 
In that year there were 23 white 
colleges and four Negro colleges 
conferring degrees in the state. 
(Nine of these schools have now 
disappeared in a state which has 
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been both a maternity ward and a 
graveyard for many colleges and 
academies.) 

College students expended much 
of their surplus energy in forensic 
activities, a product of their thriv
ing literary societies. Collegiate lung 
contests seemed to capture the 
imagination of people both on 
campus and off. Always a major 
front-page story was the account of 
the annual state oratorical contest 
in which all major colleges partici
pated. Intercollegiate sports also 
attracted lively interest even before 
stadiums could escalate athletics 
into state politics. The first inter
collegiate football game took place 
in 1889, with Wofford defeating 
Furman, an outcome explained by 
the Baptist Courier as traceable to 
the Methodists' greater concern 
with training the feet while the 
Baptists preferred to emphasize the 
head. Because of injuries, brutality 
of play, riots by armed spectators, 
and constant wrangles over eligi
bility, many schools temporarily 
abandoned the "sport," but by 
1920 it was returning to a state 
where this aspect of education 
seemed to merit the enthusiastic 
support of the populace (and even 
legislators) even if sometimes other 
aspects did not. In the so-called 
"Roaring Twenties," football began 
to be highly subsidized and thereby 
began to eclipse many other sports, 
which heretofore had equaled it in 
loyal interest and proficiency. 

If one can judge from news
papers, South Carolinians were fas
cinated by their numerous col
leges-an interest not restricted to 
the alumni. College commencement 
season rivaled politics as a big event 
of the year, even in a day before 
college public relations offices. For 
example, the 1904 graduation at 
Wofford warranted 11 full columns 
in The State, with every address, 
sermon and oration printed ver
batim to the last syllable of the 
very last peroration. 

Closer than education to most 
South Carolinians, however, were 
their churches which provided an 
outlet for many human urges in this 
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day prior to the advent of the "or
gan iz at ion man." Baptists and 
Methodists continued to dominate 
the numbers game, and all de
nominations increased their support 
of orphanages, missions and col
leges. With fewer clubs, organized 
recreational activities, and com
mercialized amusements than con
front us today, people cheerfully 
participated in numerous church 
affairs, at times suppressing their 
denominational devotion long 
enough to join in "union services" 
for evangelical sermons and in "pro
tracted meetings" ( called by the ir
reverent "distracted meetings"). 
Camp meetings, which had been a 
feature of the South since 1801, 
continued to draw hundreds to 
emotional frenzies during the "lay
by season" or after crops had been 
harvested. Much singing of "gospel 
hymns" and spirituals marked these 
daily occasions which lasted for 
hours with weeping penitents and 
some shrieking converts who had 
"come through." Less colorful but 
similar were some of the country 
church gatherings of an "all day 
meeting with dinner on the 
grounds." The sociability that 
added to the popularity of these 
sessions (popular with both whites 
and blacks) was the variation on the 
descriptive term (above), also made 
by the irreverent: "All day meeting, 
With dinner on the grounds; Devil 
in the bushes, And whiskey all 
around." 

Some ecclesiastical controversies 
kept cropping up around the 
sci e nee-versus-religion discussions, 
and the strength of fundamentalism 
which underlay this fever spawned 
new sects and denominations, some 
being labeled "Holy Rollers" or 
"Primitivists." The fundamentalists 
continued to thrive and to grow 
statistically while they eschewed 
ritualism and emphasized strict 
codes of moral conduct and per
sonal behavior. 

If emotionalism marked South
ern churches, it also continued to 
mark Southern politics. In South 
Carolina, storms still raged about 
that most controversial of ere-

ations, the Dispensary. Although 
few on either side looked altogether 
righteous, the graft and corruption 
revealed in the operations of the 
state-owned whiskey monopoly 
finally were too much for the sur
vival of an operation which pro
vided not only huge profits but also 
so many temptations for the 
sticky-fingered. Meanwhile, vio
lations were numerous and evasive 
subterfuges successful. In addition, 
sentiment for statewide prohibition 
was gaining support, as reflected in 
the election of Martin F. Ansel, a 
prohibitionist, as governor in 1906. 
The following year the legislature 
killed off "Ben's Baby," the state 
dispensary. In 1915 the state "went 
dry" after a referendum on the 
issue. 

* * * 
One colorful person long asso-

ciated in the minds of many with 
the Dispensary nevertheless success
fully emerged from its morass to 
become the best-known and most 
controversial politician in the state 
after Tillman: Coleman Livingston 
Blease, or "Cole" Blease. Able to 
run distracted his adulant wor
shipers and rabid haters alike, 
B lease proved to be even more 
colorful than Tillman, whose fol
lower he once was. Many Tillman
i tes, however, saw some of the 
manner of their leader here but saw 
little else to justify perpetuating 
with him the hypnotic label of a 
"Reform" movement. Nor was 
there ever a well-organized "move
ment" behind Blease, despite the 
birth of a word "Bleaseism," which 
refers not to a specific political 
philosophy so much as it does to a 
personality, a viewpoint and a fol
lowing. 

Adored by his masses who felt 
that he ranted for the "little man" 
despite his never having a program 
for them and his never having pro
vided any reforms for them, Blease 
provided a certain kind of petulant 
charisma. Where Tillman was an 
agrarian Moses leading his followers 
to a Promised Land with reforms 
calculated to benefit farmers, 
Blease merely hypnotized his fol-
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lowers to march into the Red Sea. 
He was like a carnival barker who 
charmed his devotees to jump 
aboard a shrieking merry-go-round 
that gave the passengers the ex
uberant thrill of whirling travel 
with a colorful but crude con
ductor, all accompanied by loud, 
off-key music. Even if on this noisy 
hurdy-gurdy they got nowhere and 
received nothing from Elease, they 
seemed happily compensated with 
the rewards of the exciting trip for 
which they had willingly paid their 
fare. 

Bleaseites included many of the 
one-gallus farmers who had fol
lowed Pitchfork Ben, but more con
spicuous were the class-conscious 
and sensitive cotton mill workers 
whose numbers had recently grown. 
Not marked by erudition and aes
thetic culture, the common de
nominators of oppression, poverty 
and ill-treatment could serve to 
weld them together. An unselfish 
leader could have utilized their 
grievances to get a following with a 
reform program that deserved their 
support. Elease did not. Appealing 
to prejudice, exploiting ignorance, 
cultivating Negrophobia and en
couraging passion, Blease offered 
only a mess of pottage-Bleaseism, 
his own success-to followers whom 
he inflamed. And yet they em
braced him. 

Associate of Jim Tillman (Ben's 
swashbuckling nephew and onetime 
lieutenant-governor), Elease had 
enough ability to have given more 
to the state. Product of what Caro
linians call "one of the best fam
ilies" (and they know what they 
mean when they say it), the new 
idol of the masses was well-enough 
educated ( although his college 
career was marred by conviction for 
plagiarism). He appeared first in the 
legislature to represent his native 
Newberry as a Tillmanite in the 
1890s. When Tillman became in
creasingly well-behaved and went 
off to Washington, his movement 
lost its earlier appeal to the un
sophisticated masses: It was then 
like an old steam boiler, once im
pressive and potent, noisy with hiss-
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ing steam and clanking cylinders, 
but now dormant, rusty, unexcit
ing, lying in the weeds of a quiet 
field. Elease arrived-and soon 
safety valves were popping off all 
over the place, amid raucous shouts 
of "hurrah for Coley! "-a political 
cry which was to rend the charged 
air of the state in nearly every 
election from 1906 through 1938. 

The social problems of the state 
helped make possible Bleaseism, 
"an incoherent protest rather than 
a definite program." Ignorance and 
poverty gripped the state. Sixty
three per cent of the farms in 1914 
were cultivated by tenants. Most of 
the inhabitants of the mill villages 
were ex-tenant farmers who had 
brought to town "the prejudices 
and resentments engendered by a 
losing fight with fortune," thereby 
making possible the Bleaseism 
which was depicted in one ma
gazine as "a disagreeable and un
sightly boil on the body 
politic, ... caused by years of ne
glect, by poor political food, bad 
sanitation, and other forms of un
hygienic civic housekeeping." 

Elease inherited all of the old 
enemies of Tillman, including the 
major newspapers, especially The 
State, now edited by William E. 
Gonzales. In his appeal for fol
lowers, Elease reflected delight in 
the enemies he had made. No poli
tician yet has been more of a race
baiter than Blease, who called Gov. 
Martin F. Ansel "a nigger lover" 
simply because he had appointed 
"an infernal nigger" as notary 
public, who labeled blacks as 
"baboons and apes," and who en
dorsed racial rowdyism whenever it 
manifested itself. 

Unsuccessful candidate for gov
ernor in 1906 and 1908, Elease 
finally won that post in 1910, 
partially because-as Ernest Lander 
explains-his opponents' "wild, and 
often unsubstantiated, statements 
about his character boomeranged." 
As was said about Grover Cleve
land, his followers loved him for 
the enemies he had made. He was 
reelected as governor in 1912, and 
in 1924 was elected to the U.S. 

Senate, where he served only one 
term. 

His first inaugural address was 
classed by a legislator as "coarse, 
vulgar and egotistical, " completely 
lacking in dignity and decency. In 
it, he demanded a reduction in 
spending on state colleges; opposed 
compulsory education; urged no 
spending of white men's taxes on 
Negro schools; suggested a return to 
public executions; and attacked the 
press in general and The State in 
particular. While posing as the great 
friend of the mill workers, he op
posed laws for the limitation of 
working hours, and by opposing 
compulsory education laws helped 
to perpetuate child labor. He also 
vetoed legislation for factory in
spections for safety and health con
ditions. 

As governor, he pardoned crim
inals by the hundreds, amid sus
picions that graft was involved. As 
The State saw it, "In South Caro
lina there is no unpardonable sin." 
He became especially notorious for 
his outspoken defense of lynching, 
saying once that he would telegraph 
pardons to any lynchers who might 
be convicted by a jury. At a gov
ernors' conference in Richmond, he 
attracted national attention not 
only because he opposed education 
for Negroes, but also because he 
flared up on the topic of lynching 
for rape, noting, "I say, 'To hell 
with the constitution' if it stands in 
the way of me and the protection 
of the white women of South Caro
l in a." Gonzales held thereafter 
before the people his "To hell with 
the constitution" flaunt. But the 
hostility of Gonzales was a great 
asset for Coley in his beating the 
bushes for his voters. 

One of the governor's veto mes
sages was so phrased that the House 
expunged it from its printed Jour
nal "on the ground that self-respect 
forbade such coarse and vulgar lan
guage in its records." In a 1914 
message which he delivered in 
person, one that The State called 
''unusually impassioned even for 
him," he challenged several 
members to fights amid a near-riot. 
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Among the mildest terms that he 
ever used on journalists was "snarl
ing curs." Even Sen. Tillman, whom 
he had once followed, criticized his 
"blackguardism, vulgarity, ob
scenity and filthy speeches," as Ben 
called them. But his followers, 
"the boys," kept "whooping up 
things," and Elease did not disap
point them, remaining a force to 
conjure with in South Carolina 
politics for three decades-a man 
without a policy but, as Lander 
judges, "an opportunist who knew 
how to play on race, religious and 
class prejudices to obtain votes." 
Perhaps he is not the one primarily 
deserving censure for this example 
of Dixie demagogery in a state that 
can produce better. 

The fact that South Carolina 
could give so much support to 
Blease is especially striking when 
one notes the contrast between him 
and his successor as governor, 
Richard I. Manning. Mem her of a 
Sumter family long prominent in 
South Carolina, he was elected in 
1914 and reelected in 1916. As 
much as any state leader, this not
very-colorful governor deserves to 
be ranked as a participant in Pro
gressivism, a national movement 
which sprang from an awakened 
conscience and which sought to 
bring about social, economic and po
litical reforms to cope with prob
lems created by industrial and urban 
changes that had come since 1865. 
It was enlightened humanitarianism 
in action. 

Not surprisingly, Manning re
ceived the support of former Con
servatives and true-reform Tillman
ites. As a replacement for Elease, to 
many he was like a breath of fresh 
air. During his administrations, 
serious beginnings were made to use 
state government-in-action to tackle 
problems which had long plagued 
the state. 

Not endowed with a personality 
that drew forth an enthusiastic 
claque, Manning had to lead by 
(what Wallace called) "unusual tal
ent for presenting convincingly the 
defects or merits of a policy." Most 
of the changes or innovations were 
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not world-shaking or exciting, as 
the Dispensary had been. In the 
realm of humane work, one can 
note the establishment of the Board 
of Charities and Corrections, and a 
thorough reexamination and 
modernization of the State Hos
pital. Restrictions on child labor 
were extended. State appro
priations for education doubled in 
three years. A mild but first law for 
compulsory education was enacted. 
The State Tax Commission was 
established and at long last began to 
equalize property valuations. Here 
was a period of progressive states
manship, although devoid of the 
noisy commotion which marked so 
many eras of state politics. 

Fending off Blease's bid to re
turn to the Governor's Mansion in 
1916, Manning during his second 
administration further enlarged the 
services of the state: establishment 
of the State Highway Department, 
a school for the mentally retarded, 
a reformatory apart from the peni
tentiary, and other agencies. More 
might have been done had the en
ergies and attention of the state not 
been shifted to the first World War. 

The war obviously is not a South 
Carolina story, but it altered life 
considerably, particularly with the 
establishment of three large army 
training camps-Jackson at Colum
bia, Sevier at Greenville, and Wads
worth at Spartanburg. The eco
nomy of the state was even more 
deeply affected by the big wartime 
boost in both production and farm 
prices-temporary assets which 
were to be followed by agricultural 
doldrums of the 1920s which ended 
only by descending further into the 
Great Depression. For a state still 
basically agricultural, such was a 
true blight on an already-poor 
commonwealth. 

Although most of the state was 
unified under Wilson's war policies, 
Blease and some of his henchmen 
railed against the President and his 
program. Gov. Manning, willingly 
identified with the administration, 
provided a handy nearby target for 
Coley: "Dick Manning is the worst 
Governor the State ever had, worse 

than Scott, Chamberlain, or Moses, 
because they only stole money, but 
he is trying to steal the souls and 
bodies of your boys." (Such attack 
was in especially poor taste; Blease 
was childless, but Manning even
tually had six sons in the army, one 
of whom was killed.) No large 
faction swung to the Blease posi
tion, but one Bleaseite newspaper, 
the Charleston American, edited by 
John P. Grace, kept up the denun
ciations. One of its editors in 1917 
was imprisoned "for seeking to stir 
mutiny and obstruct recruiting" 
and eventually the paper lost its 
mailing privilege. 

On the other hand, intemperance 
was not the monopoly of Blease
ites, and the supporters of the war 
effort engaged in wild witch hunts, 
some of which would have been 
semi-comical had they not been 
marked by contempt for any dis
sent and an insistence on conform
ity-an insistence not novel in 
South Carolina history. As a hand
book designed to promote South 
Carolina's war effort typically 
warned, "Those who are not for us 
are against us." (The author: Dr. 
George B. Cromer, from Blease's 
Newberry and himself a citizen of 
German descent.) 

If the Blease antiwar position 
was politically motivated, it was 
destined to be bad politics: In 1918 
he lost to N .B. Dial in his bid for 
the Senate, with Tillman, then near 
death, condemning the "new Till
man" as a traitor. In the governor's 
race that year, Blease's candidate, 
John G. Richards, was over
whelmed by Robert A. Cooper
like Dial, from Laurens. 

Bleaseism apparently had rested 
its strength not on a platform or a 
program so much as an adulation 
for a colorful campaigner-and that 
eventually proved inadequate. 

"Reading List for the Layman" will 
be omitted for chapters 19 and 20. 
Chapter 21 will include a compre
hensive list for reading in 20th
century South Carolina history and 
politics. 
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DELIVERANCE 

A national best-seller 
by 

The University 
of South Carolina's 
Poet-in-residence 

" ... a heart-stopping tour 
de force, an overpowering, 
unforgettable tale of violent 
adventure and inner discovery." 

$5.95 

Now available at 

sandlapper 
BOOKSTORE 
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Location: U.S. 378 
W. Columbia, S.C. 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1668 
Columbia, S.C. 29202 

DELIVERANCE. By James Dickey. 
278 pages. Houghton Mifflin Com
pany. $5.95. 

In an age of (all-to-often) jaded 
readers and disposable books, 
James Dickey's first novel comes as 
a delightful surprise. An adventure 
story par excellence, it is more than 
this; "Deliverance" has all the ear
marks of a master craftsman, and 
skeptics who doubt the poet's abil
ity to translate his talents into the 
realm of fiction need only turn a 
few pages to be convinced. The 
raves are justified. 

The book's ingredients are 
simple: four men and a river, cast 
together in what begins as a harm
less weekend outing and ends as a 
deadly game where men hunt and 
are hunted by other men, and life 
or death is the prize. 

The river is the Cahulawassee, a 
wild stretch of water through some 
remote Southern region, mapped 
but almost unknown, soon to be 
dammed up and buried forever. 

The men-three of them, at 
least-are more or less average 
urban dwellers, a bit bored with 
their everyday existences. There is 
Ed, the narrator and central figure 
of the tale, a moderately successful 
art director and amateur archer; 
Drew, supervisor for a soft drink 
company, devoted to home and 
family-"the best man we had"; 
Bobby, a pleasantly inane mutual 
funds salesman. The fourth man 
and leader of the group, Lewis, is 
an avid outdoorsman and champion 
archer whose dream is of a day 
when life will be reduced to a 
question of survival, and who 
spends his time in preparation for 
that day. (The dream was to be 
realized sooner than he expected.) 
Caught up in his enthusiasm, the 
other three men agree to join him 
on a canoe trip downriver, expect
ing nothing more than a few days 

of mild escapism and adventure, 
and a chance to see what is there 
before it becomes merely another 
realtor's-paradise lake. 

Like the river itself, "Deliv
erance" carries the reader along its 
course swiftly and inescapably; 
once begun, it is almost impossible 
to put down. In the book's brief 
span there are no wasted pages-a 
result, perhaps, of the author's years 
of devotion to poetry, where lines 
are relevant or the poem itself is 
not. Both are qualities rarely found 
in novels of any age. 

The author is himself an avid 
woodsman, archer and guitarist, and 
these elements, integrated into the 
body of the novel, provide an extra 
measure of reality to the tale. 

Formerly an advertising executive 
in New York and Atlanta, Dickey 
became a full-time poet at the age 
of 38. In 1966 he won the National 
Book Award in Poetry for "Buck
dancer's Choice" and was appointed 
Poetry Consultant to the Library 
of Congress. 

In a recent interview, Mr. Dickey 
stated that "Deliverance" would be 
his last novel. Readers of the book 
may regret his decision. A major 
American poet with the potential 
to become a major American novel
ist is seldom seen. 
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THE WRITINGS OF CHRIS
TOPHER GADSDEN, 17 46-1805. 
Edited by Richard Walsh. 342 
pages. University of South Carolina 
Press. 1966. $10.00. 

Although somewhat over
shadowed by such monumental 
publishing projects as "The Papers 
of John C. Calhoun" and "The 
Papers of Henry Laurens," Richard 
Walsh's "The Writings of Chris
topher Gadsden" continues to re
ceive national attention four years 
after publication. A long-neglected 
figure of the American Revolution, 
Gadsden was the South's leading 
patriot and was often referred to as 
the counterpart of the radical Sam 
Adams. Thanks largely to Dr. 
Walsh's work, Gadsden is beginning 
to receive recognition from scholars 
outside of his native state. 

Though Gadsden never belonged 
to the select circle of Washington, 
Jefferson, and the Adamses ( with 
all of whom he corresponded), his 
writings offer a perspective of his 
time not to be obtained from the 
writings of "the very great." His 
thinking and his words-often ex
pressed in classical language and il
lustrated with quotations from 
ancient writers-had great impact 
on the local and national political 
and social events of the revolution
ary movement. He influenced and 
led the democratic forces for rev
olution and independence, and was 
a ranking, forceful advocate for 
American independence and na
tional union in the Continental 
Congress. His power in these re
spects, and his leadership in estab
lishing the first American navy, is 
acknowledged. Had Gadsden not 
been forced to return to his native 
state when hostilities between 
Britain and America commenced, 
he would undoubtedly have been 
ranked among the foremost of the 
"Founding Fathers." After the 
American Revolution, Gadsden 
fought valiantly to stabilize the 
country. He gave form to and re
flected the political thinking of his 
period, becoming a builder of his 
state and the American nation. 
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His private life was just as filled 
with purpose as his public contri
butions. A wealthy colonial and 
revolutionary merchant, he used his 
own funds to print and circulate 
propaganda materials. Some of his 
wealth came from the operation of 
his wharf on the Charleston water
front, said to be the largest in 
America. A student as well as a 
politician, Gadsden felt he was 
never too old to learn. While a 
British prisoner of war, interned at 
St. Augustine, he set out to teach 
himself an Oriental language. Then, 
well advanced in age, he began the 
study of shorthand, formulating a 
variation on the Weston system, 
employed by 17th- and 18th-cen
tury writers. 

''The Writings of Christopher 
Gadsden" represents more than 
seven years of work by Dr. Walsh. 
His task involved searching among 
obscure documents, letters and 
papers of memorabilia. Skillful edit
ing of Gadsden's papers has been a 
painstaking task because the 
Charlestonian was a prolific writer 
and poured forth lengthy articles in 
defense of any cause in which he 
was interested. That Walsh did an 
extraordinary job is testified to by 
Nicholas Varga, who wrote earlier 
in 1970 in "The Catholic Historical 
Review," " ... the editorial work 
has been so thorough that the foot
notes, bibliography, and intro
ductory passages could serve as a 
nearly complete guide to the man, 
the period, and the area. It is a for
tunate marriage of those elements 
which makes the readings of doc
umentary materials so interesting." 
Thus "The Writings of Christopher 
Gadsden" continues to win the high 
praise it received upon publication 
and to stimulate interest in the 
career of a most important South 
Carolinian. 

Dr. Richard Walsh is professor of 
American history at Georgetown 
University. His first book, "Charl
eston's Sons of Liberty," was also 
published by the University of 
South Carolina Press. He was ed
ucated at the College of Charleston, 
Syracuse University and USC. 

UNIVERSITY OF 
SOUTH CAROLINA PRESS 

LOYALTY TO FACTS: 
The Educational Writings 

of Patterson Wardlaw 
Edited by Orin F. Crow 
"Education is a living, changing en
deavor, which must constantly adjust 
itself to the changing sum of things in 
which it is but a part, in order to re· 
main 'loyal to facts.' " 

ix + 154 pages 
ISBN: 0-87249-014-9 $3.00 

New Printings: 

WHITE SERVITUDE 
IN 

COLONIAL SOUTH CAROLINA 
By Warren B. Smith 
" ... a genuine contribution to Amer
ican colonial historiography .... "
New York Historical Society Quarterly 

"Excellent and authoritative, this 
book is a valuable contribution to the 
history of the settlement of South 
Carolina, in one of its least known as· 
pects. "-Charleston Evening Post 

x + 151 pages 
Paper 
ISBN: 0-87249-177-3 
Cloth 
ISBN: 0-87249-078-5 

$2.25 

$7.95 

SOUTH CAROLINA NEGROES, 
1877-1900 

By George Brown Tindall 

"Contained in this volume is so much 
of value that readers will wish it could 
go on and on. Education, the church, 
exodus and migration, social life, 
politics, business, agriculture; these 
and other topics are handled deftly 
and presented with a mass of original 
source material that makes one 
wonder how erudition and literary tal
ent could have been so happily 
wedded in a single volume. "-Social 
Education 

xii+ 336 pages 
ISBN: 0-87249-042-4 $7.95 

II UNIVERSITY OF 

~o~u~~~. fo!1~0
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ANNOUNCES A PHOTO CONTEST 

THEME: A Visit to Greenville 

OVER $1,000 IN PRIZES 

COLOR 

1st prize-$100 
2nd prize-$60 
3rd prize-$40 
4th prize-$40 
5th prize-$20 
6th prize-$15 

BLACK & WHITE 

1st prize-$60 
2nd prize-$35 
3rd prize-$25 
4th prize-$20 
5th prize-$15 
6th prize-$10 

A total of 90 honorable mentions 

Black and White-$5 each 

Color-$10 each 

OFFICIAL RULES 

Anyone may enter. You may enter as many photographs as you 
like. Each photograph must be of a subject in and about the 
Metropolitan Greenville area. No photograph should be submitted 
if it has previously been published. All photographs must be ac
companied by identifying cutlines. All photographs which win 
prizes or receive honorable mention become the sole property of 
Sandlapper Press, Inc. Photographs which do not win will be re
turned only if accompanied by a stamped, self-addressed envelope. 

Color transparencies or slides are preferred for color. If a color 
print is submitted, it must be accompanied by the negative. Black 
and white photos should be glossy prints, preferably 5 x 7 or 8 x 
10 inches. 

Entries must be postmarked on or before September 15, 1970 
and received on or before September 30, 1970. All contest win
ners will be notified by mail on or before December 1, 1970. 
Winners will be announced in the January 1971 issue of "Sand
lapper." 

Mail entries to Photo Contest, Sandlapper Press, Inc., P.O. Box 
1668, Columbia, S.C. 29202. 

Publisher's 
Pondering 

Books From 
Sandlapper Press 

Listed below are several books 
which Sandlapper Press plans to 
publish in coming months. We hope 
your anticipation will be as eager as 
ours. 

Books are listed alphabetically 
by author. Publication dates are in
definite at present. 

"Ninety Six" by Dr. Robert 
Bass. An account of the involve
ment of an Up-Country region in 
the Revolutionary War. By the 
author of "Swamp Fox" and 
"Gamecock." 

"From Stolnoy to Spartanburg," 
the auto biography of Madame 
Gagarine, an expatriate Russian 
princess who now teaches languages 
at Wofford College. 

"Battleground of Freedom" by 
Nat and Sam Hilborn. A well-illus
trated documentary on South Caro
lina's role in the Revolution. 

''Dispensary Bottle Collecting" 
by Dr. Kenneth P. Huggins. A 
synopsis of the South Carolina Dis
p en sary system, profusely illus
trated with all known variations of 
dispensary bottles. 

"Old Pendleton District" by 
Beth Klosky. A saga concerning the 
development of an area incorpo
rated in present-day Oconee, 
Pickens and Anderson counties. 
Abundantly illustrated. 

"South Carolina-A Synoptic 
History for Laymen" by Dr. Lewis 
P. Jones. A bound volume of the 
21-installment series which was 
initiated in "Sandlapper" in Jan
uary 1969. 

"Home by the River" by Dr. 
Archibald Rutledge. A reprint of 
Dr. Rutledge's memories of his an
cestral home, Hampton Plantation. 
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lstherea 
"best" way to save? 

Not really. But there is a " best" way for 
you to save in order to meet your own partic
ular financial objectives. That's why Bankers 
Trust offers you a choice of savings plans
each with its own combination of rate and 
availability. One of the plans in our Golden 
Savings Program is the right one for you. 

5 3/4% Golden Investment Certificates, 
for example, require an initial deposit of only 
$500; they pay you 5 3/ 4% for a 2-year term . 
Interest can be compounded quarterly or paid 
by check or deposit to another account. ( De
ferred income is available for those who pre
fer it.) Your certificate can be automatically 
renewed if it is not redeemed within 1 O days 
after maturity. Certificates are available to 
individuals, businesses and non-profit orga
nizations. 

5 1 /2% Golden Investment Certificates 
also require an initial deposit of only $500; 
the high 51 / 2% rate is based on a 1-year term. 
Other features are similar to the 5 3/ 4% 
Golden Investment Certificates. 

5% Golden Passbook Savings is the popu
lar passbook plan that pays you 5% interest, 
compounded quarterly from day of deposit. 
Open your account with as little as $500; add 
any amount at any time. Withdrawals can be 
made during the first 1 O days of any calendar 
quarter, after your money has been on deposit 
for 90 days or longer. 

The Bankers Trust Golden Savings Pro
gram-it lets you pick the plan that's best for 
your particular savings needs. Stop by your 
nearest Bankers Trust office soon. 

~1~ Bankers Trust 
~l~ OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation Ban kers Trust offices are located in 27 South Caroli na cities 
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Columbia, S.C. 
253-4057 

1401 Pecan St. 
Florence, S.C. 

662-8733 

Myrtle Beach, S.C. 
448-5721 

CONGRATULATIONS 
.------- FOR WRITING-------

MILLIONS OF DOLLARS 
OF LIFE INSURANCE 

Robert A. DesPortes, C.L.U. W. H. Stevenson, C.L.U. 
General Agent General Agent 

Volunteer State Life Insurance Company takes great pride in recognizing its 
general agents in the Columbia area - Robert A. DesPortes, C.L.U. and W. H. 
Stevenson, C.L.U. They each compiled outstanding records of sales during 1969, 
placing in force individually more than $1,000,000 of personal life insurance. 

In addition to their achievements in salesmanship, Messrs. DesPortes and 
Stevenson are both Chartered Life Underwriters. This is the most coveted profes
sional designation in the life insurance industry. The man who has earned the C.L.U. 
designation is held in the highest regard by his clients and colleagues alike. They 
are well aware of the time he has spent in preparing himself to render the finest 
life insurance service lo the public. He is a "key" man in every sense of the term. 

We salute these gentlemen for their superior salesmanship in 1969 and thank 
their many friends and clients in the Columbia area who made their sales achieve
ment possible . 

VOLUNTEER l it{ STATE LIFE 
<fa~ \NCE o>l~ 

' HOME OFFICE: CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE 

EVENTS 
All activities to be considered for 

the Calendar of Events must be sent 
directly to the Events Editor, Sand
lapper Press, Inc., P.O. Box 1668, 
Columbia, South Carolina 29202, 
no later than 30 days prior to the 
first of the month in which the 
activity will occur. 

ballet 
JULY 
10-11 

CHARLESTON- Municipal Auditorium - South 
Carolina State Ballet, "Charleston 1794." 

23 
GREENWOOD- South Carolina State Ballet, 

"Charleston 1794." 
AUGUST 
6-8, 20-22 

CHARLESTON- Municipal Auditorium - South 
Carolina State Ballet, "Charleston 1794." 

. 
music 

JULY 
Through July 8 

CHARLESTON - Municipal Auditorium
"Porgy and Bess." 

2,16,29 
GREENVILLE- Furman University - Lakeside 

Concerts by Furman Civic Band. 
4 

COLUMBIA - Barkoot's Lake Lodge - 11th 
Annual Carolina Summer Jazz Festival. 

12, 19,26 

HILTON HEAD-William Hilton Inn - USC Sum
mer Chamber Music Concerts. 

14, 21 
COLUMBIA- Museum of Art - USC Summer 

Chamber Music Concerts. 

15 
COLUMBIA-Carolina Coliseum-Tom Jones. 

17 
COLUMBIA- Shandon Presbyterian Church

Moses Henry; Folk, Gospel and Rock Music 
Concert. 

28 
COLUMBIA- University of South Carolina 

USC Summer Chamber Music Concert. 
AUGUST 

4 
ROCK HILL- Winthrop College-David Lowry, 

Organist. 
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6, 13, 20 
GREENVILLE-Furman University - lakeside 

Concerts by Furman Civic Band. 

9,23 
HILTON HEAD- William Hilton Inn - USC Sum

mer Chamber Music Concerts. 

theatre 
JULY 

Through July 4 
KINGS MOUNTAIN REVOLUTIONARY 

BATTLEFIELD- Outdoor Pageant, Cher
okee and York County Tricentennial Weeks. 

Through August 29 
COLUMBIA-Sesquicentennial State Park

"The Liberty Tree." Alternate Weeks : 
"Annie Get Your Gun" (Opening July 6). 
Both nightly except Sunday. 

AUGUST 
12-23 

COLUMBIA-Ft. Jackson Playhouse 4-"Your 
Own Thing." 

JULY 
Through July 26 

GREENVILLE-Greenville County Museum of 
Art-Springs Traveling Art Show. 

Through July 31 
COLUMBIA- University of South Carolina

Artists' Guild of Columbia Exhibit. 
GREENVILLE-People's National Bank-Art 

Exhibition by Mrs. Florence Brothers. ' 
GREENVILLE-YWCA-Art Exhibition by 

Janelle and Blair Boozer. 
GREENVILLE-SP ART ANBURG Airport-Art 

Exhibition by Mrs. C.S. Allen. 

Through August 30 
SPARTANBURG-The Gallery.-Sales and 

Rental Collection of Paintings, Sculpture 
and Graphics. 

Through September 20 
CHARLESTON-Gibbes Art Gallery-"Contem

porary Artists of South Carolina." 
GREENVILLE-Greenville County Museum of 

Art -"South Carolina Architecture : 
1670-1970." 

Through September 30 
COLUMBIA-Museum of Art-"Art in South 

Carolina, 1670-1970." 
6-11 

HILTON HEAD- USC Summer School of the 
Arts - Student Art Exhibit. 

10-31 
GREENWOOD-The Museum - Paintings and 

Small Sculpture Pieces of James Howard. 
11 

ORANGEBURG- River Pavilion-3rd Annual 
Art Exhibit (Open Juried Show) Held by the 
New Towne Players. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 

TRICENTENNIAL WALL PLAQUES 

Hand-painted, authentic reproductions of hand-carved 
originals, in warm chestnut finish. 

HANDSOME • PICTURESQUE • CONVERSATION PIECES 
A must for every person who calls himself a "true" South 
Carolinian. 

NOW AVAILABLE FOR THE FIRST TIME 
$12.50 each • $23.50 Set of 2 Shipment wi II be made 
Postage included in above within five days of your order. 
Name Address---------
City State Zip __ _ 

D Wren & Flower D Palmetto D Set of 2 (1 each) 
ATTIOUE ACCESSORIES 

P.O. Box 868 Martinsville, Va. 24112 

13-August 8 
HILTON HEAD-USC Summer School of the 

Arts-Paintings by Mau\Je Gatewood, Artist
in-Residence. 

19-25 
BEAUFORT-Sidewalk Art Show. 

23-26 
GREENWOOD-Arts and Crafts Exhibition; 1st 

Juried Art Competition. 

tours 
JULY 
5-11 

AIKEN- Home Tours. 
27 

LEXINGTON- Town and County Tour. 
27-28 

SALUDA- Home Tours. 28-August 30 
CLEMSON-Clemson University-Springs 

Traveling Art Show. 
30 

LEXINGTON-Lexington Town Historic 
Homes Tour. 

AUGUST 
1-31 

GREENVILLE-People's National Bank-Art 
Exhibition by Ken Baldwin. 

GREENVILLE-YWCA-Art Exhibition by Jim 
Lawless. 

I-September 15 
GREENVILLE-SPARTANBURG Airport- Art 

Exhibition by Glen Howerton. 
8-9 

MYRTLE BEACH- Convention Center-Art 
Exhibits, Ltd./American Art Society Exhibit 
and Sale. 

10-15 
HILTON HEAD-USC Summer School of the 

Arts-Student Art Exhibit. 

10-31 
SPARTANBURG-The Arts Center-"Silver 

Oddities and August Personages" (Portraits 
by and of Local Families, Along with Un
usual Objects of Silver). 

29 
SALUDA-Agricultural Tour. 

31 
DUTCH FORK-Dutch Fork Historic Sites 

Tour. 
AUGUST 

2-8 
BISHOPVILLE-Lee County Home Tours. 
CHESTERFIELD- Home Tours. 

5-6 
CHESTERFIELD COUNTY -Tours of Indian 

Mounds. 

miscellaneous 

JULY 
Through July 4 

FORT MILL-York County Tricentennial Ob
servance. 
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RESIDENTIAL 

SALES AND RENTALS 

COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES 

Member of 

Multiple 

List ing 

Service 

1400 Laurens Road 

Box 8244 - Station A 

Phone 803 - 239- 1346 

Greenville, South Carolina 29607 

Full Color 

Wildflower 
Needlework 

Pattern 
By ADALEE WINTER 

as pictured in the June 1968 
Sandlapper 

Pattern is 12 inches by 18 inches 

and con ta ins 25 wildflowers 

To purchase your pattern 
send $2.00 plus 25ri for 
postage and handling to : 

SANDLAPPER 

P. 0 . Box 1668 

Columbia , S. C. 29202 

S. C. res idents please a<l<l 4% sales tax . 

GAFFNEY-Cherokee County Tricentennial 
Observance. 

Through September 30 
BISHOPVILLE- Agricultural Exhibit. 

Through October 31 
CHARLESTON- 4th Annual Charleston Tri

dent Fishing Tournament. 

3-5 
GREENVILLE- Tricentennial Armed Forces 

Reunion. 

23-26 
GREENWOOD-South Carolina Festival of 

Flowers. 
24 

SPARTANBURG-Memorial Auditorium
Spartanburg Kennel Qub Dog Show. 

25-26 
CHARLESTON HARBOR- South Carolina 

Yacht Qub Regatta. 
25-31 

CHARLESTON-Canadian Week. 

26-August 1 
LEXINGTON COUNTY-Lexington County 

Tricentennial Observance. 

4 
COLUMBIA- Lake Murray Marathon. 
FORT MILL- Holiday Festival. 
GILBERT-Lexington County Peach 
LANDRUM-Landrum Tricentennial 

Festival. SALUDA- Saluda County Tricentennial Ob
Celebra-

tion. 
MOUNTAIN REST-Mountain Rest Hillbilly 

Day. 
ROCKVILLE-Rockville Outboard Races. 

4-5 

servance. 

28 
WEST COLUMBIA-Sandlapper Day - Tour of 

Facilities of Sandlapper Press, Inc. Lexing
ton County Tricentennial Event. 

SAVANNAH-Savannah Yacht Qub Regatta; 29-August 2 
Open Regatta, Attracting Sailors from North MYRTLE BEACH-Dunes Golf and Beach 
Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia. Oub-56th Annual Carolinas Golf Associa-

5-11 
AIKEN -Ai ken County Tricentennial Cele

bration. 
BARNWELL, BLACKVILLE-Barnwell County 

Tricentennial Week. 
6 

COLUMBIA-Sedgewood Country Oub-Pepsi
Cola Pro-Am Golf Tournament. 

7-9 
COLUMBIA-Sedgewood Country Cub-Caro

linas Open Golf Tournament. 
8-11 

tion Amateur Match Play Championship. 

30 
LEXINGTON-150th Anniversary Observances. 

30-August 1 
GREENVILLE-Western Carolina Gem and 

Mineral Show. 

31-August 2 
MYRTLE BEACH-Convention Center - An

tique Show and Sale. 

AUGUST 
GREENVILLE-Memorial Auditorium-Miss 1 

South Carolina Beauty Pageant. LEXINGTON-Dedication of County Historical 
10-11 Museum. 

GREENVILLE-South Carolina Jaycee Junior SALUDA COUNTY-Diamond Jubilee Cele-
Golf Tournament. bration. 

11 13-17 
SANTEE-(1970 Landlocked Striped Bass Fish- GREENVILLE-Memorial Auditorium-Blue 

ing) Derby Awards Night. Ridge Numismatic Show. 

11-12 
MYRTLE BEACH-Convention Center-Myrtle 

Beach Coin Oub Show. 

11-17 
CHARLESTON-Irish Week. 

17-18 
PAGELAND-Pageland-Jefferson Watermelon 

Festival 
18 

COLUMBIA-Ft. Jackson-Columbia Soap Box 
Derby. 

18-19 
CHARLESTON HARBOR-Charleston Yacht 

Qub Regatta. 
19-25 

BEAUFORT- Beaufort County Tricentennial 
Celebration. 

20-26 
BEAUFORT - 15th Annual Beaufort Water 

Festival. 
23 

GREENVILLE-Memorial Auditorium-Green
ville Kennel Oub, 31st Annual All-Breed 
Dog Show. 

horse shows 

JULY 
4 

EDGEFIELD-Edgefield Jaycees AA Horse 
Show. 

11 
CHESTER-4-H Oub Open Horse Show. 

11-12 
NEWBERRY-Shrine Oub Horse Show. 

17-18 
CHESTERFIELD-23rd Annual Chesterfield 

County Horse Show. 
18 

ANDERSON-Anderson County Young 
Farmers' Horse Show. 

25 
WINNSBORO-Winnsboro AA Horse Show. 

Sandlapper 
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RESIDENTIAL 

SALES AND RENTALS 

COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES 

Member of 

Multiple 

Listing 

Service 

1400 Laurens Road 

Box 8244 - Station A 

Phone 803 - 239-1346 

Greenville, South Carolina 29607 

Full Color 

Wildflower 
Needlework 

Pattern 
By ADALEE WINTER 

as pictured in the June 1968 
Sandlapper 

Pattern is 12 inches by 18 inches 

and contains 25 wildflowers 

To purchase your pattern 
send $2 .00 plus 25ci for 
postage and handling to : 

SANDLAPPER 

P. 0 . Box 1668 

Columbia, S. C. 29202 

S. C. residents please add 4% sales tax. 

GAFFNEY- Cherokee County Tricentennial 
Observance. 

Through September 30 
BISHOPVILLE- Agricultural Exhibit. 

Through October 31 
CHARLESTON-4th Annual Charleston Tri

dent Fishing Tournament. 

3-5 
GREENVILLE-Tricentennial Armed Forces 

Reunion. 

23-26 
GREENWOOD-South Carolina Festival of 

Flowers. 
24 

SP ART ANBURG-Memorial Auditorium
Spartanburg Kennel Oub Dog Show. 

25-26 
CHARLESTON HARBOR-South Carolina 

Yacht Oub Regatta. 
25-31 

CHARLESTON-Canadian Week. 

26-August 1 
LEXINGTON COUNTY-Lexington County 

Tricentennial Observance. 

4 
COLUMBIA-Lake Murray Marathon. 
FORT MILL-Holiday Festival. 
GILBERT- Lexington County Peach 
LANDRUM-Landrum Tricentennial 

Festival. SALUDA-Saluda County Tricentennial Ob
Celebra-

tion. 
MOUNTAIN REST-Mountain Rest Hillbilly 

Day. 
ROCKVILLE-Rockville Outboard Races. 

4-5 

servance. 

28 
WEST COLUMBIA-Sandlapper Day-Tour of 

Facilities of Sandlapper Press, Inc. Lexing
ton County Tricentennial Event. 

SAVANNAH-Savannah Yacht Qub Regatta; 29-August 2 
Open Regatta, Attracting Sailors from North MYRTLE BEACH-Dunes Golf and Beach 
Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia. Qub - 56th Annual Carolinas Golf Associa-

5-11 
AIKEN-Aiken County Tricentennial Cele

bration. 
BARNWELL, BLACKVILLE-Barnwell County 

Tricentennial Week. 
6 

COLUMBIA-Sedgewood Country Qub-Pepsi
Cola Pro-Am Golf Tournament. 

7-9 
COLUMBIA- Sedgewood Country Qub-Caro

linas Open Golf Tournament. 
8-11 

GREENVILLE - Memorial Auditorium-Miss 
South Carolina Beauty Pageant. 

10-11 

tion Amateur Match Play Championship. 

30 
LEXINGTON-1 SOth Anniversary Observances. 

30-August I 
GREENVILLE-Western Carolina Gem and 

Mineral Show. 

31-August 2 
MYRTLE BEACH-Convention Center-An

tique Show and Sale. 

AUGUST 
1 

LEXINGTON-Dedication of County Historical 
Museum. 

GREENVILLE- South Carolina Jaycee Junior SALUDA COUNTY-Diamond Jubilee Cele-
Golf Tournament. 

11 
SANTEE-(1970 Landlocked Striped Bass Fish

ing) Derby Awards Night. 

11-12 
MYRTLE BEACH-Convention Center-Myrtle 

Beach Coin Qub Show. 

11-17 
CHARLESTON-Irish Week. 

17-18 
PAGELAND- Pageland-Jefferson Watermelon 

Festival. 
18 

COLUMBIA- Ft. Jackson- Columbia Soap Box 
Derby. 

18-19 
CHARLESTON HARBOR-Charleston Yacht 

Qub Regatta. 
19-25 

BEAUFORT-Beaufort County Tricentennial 
Celebration. 

20-26 
BEAUFORT-15th Annual Beaufort Water 

Festival. 
23 

GREENVILLE-Memorial Audi tori um -Green
ville Kennel Qub, 31st Annual All-Breed 
Dog Show. 

bration. 
13-17 

GREENVILLE-Memorial Auditorium - Blue 
Ridge Numismatic Show. 

horse shows 

JULY 
4 

EDGEFIELD-Edgefield Jaycees AA Horse 
Show. 

11 
CHESTER-4-H Qub Open Horse Show. 

11-12 
NEWBERRY-Shrine Qub Horse Show. 

17-18 
CHESTERFIELD-23rd Annual Chesterfield 

County Horse Show. 
18 

ANDERSON-Anderson County Young 
Farmers' Horse Show. 

25 
WINNSBORO-Winnsboro AA Horse Show. 
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Mary Huddleston dreamed of a two-story, Williamsburg 
clapboard house with a box elder tree in front for 15 years. 
Her Realtor found it in 15 minutes. 

In fact, a Realtor makes a lot of dreams come true every 
day. He's a professional in real estate who subscribes to a 
strict code of ethics as a member of the local and state 
boards and of the National Association of Real Estate 
Boards. When you're ready to buy or sell your home, we 
at Cameron-Brown Company(mortgage bankers),recommend 
that you make it easy on yourself. Call a Realtor. 

Cameron-Brown @ 
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Save Your Copies 

sar~ala pper 
In This Handsome Binder 
~ 

Each sturdy blue binder is fitted 
with 12 removable rods, allow
ing easy insertion or removal of 
any of the year's issues of Sand· 
lapper. The publication, volume 
and year are stamped in gold on 
the binder. 
Please state whether you desire a 
binder for Volume 1 (1968), 
Volume II (1969), or Volume Ill 
(19701. 
The binders are $4.00 each post· 
paid. S.C. residents add 4% sales 
tax . 
Write to: Sandlapper Press, Inc. 

P. 0. Box 1668 
Columbia, S. C. 29202 
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1. The highest point in South Carolina is - - - . 
A. Paris Mountain; B. Sassafras Mountain; C. Mount Pinnacle. 

2. Among the 50 states, South Carolina ranks - - - in population. 
A. 26th; B. 39th; C. 31st. 

3. Which of the following counties was not named after one of the 
Lords Proprietors? 
A. Chesterfield; B. Beaufort; C. Colleton. 

4. In 1939, the Carolina Wren supplanted the - - - as state bird. 
A. cardinal; B. bluejay c. mockingbird. 

5. Spanish explorer who visited South Carolina in 1540. 
A. Ayllon; B. Ponce de Leon; C. de Soto. 

6. Commander of the fleet which brought the first English settlers to 
South Carolina. 
A. Joseph West; B. Joseph Morton; C. Henry Woodward. 

7. First newspaper in South Carolina. 
A. The News and Courier; B. The South Carolina Gazette; C. The 
South Carolina Country Journal. 

8. - - - wrote the lyrics to the state song. 
A. Archibald Rutledge; B. DuBose Heyward; C. Henry Timrod. 

9. Founders of the Poetry Society of South Carolina were DuBose 
Heyward, Hervey Allen and - - - . 
A. Paul Hamilton Hayne; B. John Bennett; C. Henry Bellaman. 

10. This S.C. resort area was originally known as "Long Island." 
A. Isle of Palms; B. Hilton Head; C. Fripp Island. 

11. South Carolina's first botanist. 
A. John Drayton; B. Joel R. Poinsett; C. Thomas Walter. 

12. There are - - - remaining covered bridges in South Carolina. 
A. 5; B. 3; C. 6. 

13. Site of the Governor's Annual Frog Jumping Contest. 
A. Chesterfield; B. Springfield; C. Edgefield. 

14. The name of Charles Town was changed to Charleston in - - - . 
A. 1789; B. 1813; C. 1783. 

15. There are - - - counties in South Carolina beginning with the letter C. 
A. 7; B. 5; C. 11. 

Answers: 

1. B 4. C 7. B 10. A 13. B 

2. B 5. C 8. C 11. C 14. C 

3. A 6. A 9. B 12. A 15. A 
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REDBANK 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

OFSALUDA 

By Ben A. Byrd 

Saluda County is currently cele
brating its 7 5th anniversary. Yet, 
more than 100 years before the 

founding of the county, a congre
gation of Baptists met near the 
junction of Mine and Red Bank 
creeks, and named their church 
after one of these streams. 

Red Bank Baptist Church was 
founded in 1784, possibly by fam
ilies who were members of Mine 
Creek Church which dated from 
1771. The organizing pastor was 
John Thomas and the first house of 
worship was a brush arbor near Red 
Bank Spring. At an unknown date a 
meeting house of logs was con
structed, later to be replaced by a 
frame meeting house which stood 
until 1911, when construction was 
begun on the present edifice. 

The second pastor, the Rev. M. 
Norris, according to Chapman's 
"History of Edgefield County," was 
arrested by Whigs early in the Revo
lution and was imprisoned at 
Ninety Six for preaching non
resistance. Abraham Ferguson, a 
brother of British Gen. Patrick Fer
guson who was killed at Kings 
Mountain, was clerk of the church 
for some years. 

Early minutes of the church are 
meager and fragmentary. The ear
liest records are found in a worn 
ledger which is dated 1815 in a 
note on the inside cover. As a rule 
the minutes pertain to the church 
conferences which were held on 
Saturday preceding the third Sun
day. At these conferences the 

July 1970 

members were constrained to be
lieve that they stood at the bar of 
the all-seeing Judge from whom 
nothing is hidden, and with whom 
excuses avail nothing. 

The third Saturday conferences 
were largely taken up with church 
discipline, and offenses for which 
members were arraigned were: 
drunkenness, disorderly conduct, 
gambling, theft, shooting for beef, 
dancing, profanity, fighting, attend
ance at the Masonic Lodge and 
planting tobacco on Sunday. The 
first case cited in 1815 was for 
drinking too much spirits, the of
fense most frequently mentioned. 
Family quarrels were often brought 
before the conference, and their 
settlement given patient and prayer
ful consideration by the brethren. 

Very little reference is made to 
church finances. In the oldest ex
tant book of minutes, there are 
only two references to preachers 
receiving money. In February 1832, 
the Rev. S.D. Worthington was paid 
$51, and a year later he received 
$77. 

In the records of 1816, and in 
those continuing for more than half 
a century, frequent mention is 
made of Negro members. The mem
bership of Red Bank in 1828 is re
corded as 25 females, 12 males and 
8 "colored" slaves. (The word slave 
rarely occurs; reference is made to 
Mrs. Humphrey's "Mary," Mrs. 
Bonham's "Louisa," A.S. Dozier's 
"Moses.") These people were re
ceived into the church by letter as 

-Photo by Carl Julien 

well as by experience of grace. 
Many blacks "received Christ," ac
cording to early records, and by 
1870 desired to have a separate 
church for themselves. In 1871 Red 
Bank gave letters to 182 and they 
formed their own church. 

In January 1866 a resolution was 
adopted by the church concerning 
the decline in religion and demorali
zation of the times in general. Cited 
by the resolution was the point of 
view: "That the present civil mirth 
of the day, such as dancing, the 
play called twistification and par
ties at cards have usually a bad and 
demoralizing influence upon the 
professor of religion whether young 
or old." 

The families of Col. William B. 
Travis and Col. James E. Bonham, 
childhood friends who died to
gether as heroes at the Alamo, were 
members of Red Bank. Dr. R.G. 
Lee and Dr. Ellis A. Fuller, both 
well-known Baptist preachers, were 
pastors of Red Bank Baptist 
Church. 

On July 26, Red Bank Baptists 
will have a Homecoming Day and 
all former members and pastors are 
invited to attend services and a 
picnic on the grounds. Also, as a 
Saluda County Week Tricentennial 
project, a guided tour of Red Bank 
Baptist Church and several Saluda 
homes will take place July 27 and 
28. 

The Rev. Ben A. Byrd, D.D., is 
pastor of Red Bank Baptist Church. 
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we've had it ... and the radio 
listeners of South Carolina have 
had confidence in us ... 
for four decades. 

WISRADIO@@ 
A STATION OF COSMOS BROADCASTING CORPORATION 

Ill 

CELEBRATING OUR 40th YEAR JULY 10, 1970 





The person responsible for keep
ing deeds, plats and other land 
records of Charleston County is 

Arthur H. Burton, one of three 
registers of mesne conveyance in 
South Carolina. Greenville and 
Spartan burg counties also have 
registers operating separately from 
the clerk of court's office, but 
Burton's office has the distinction 
of having the oldest records of any 
of South Carolina's courthouses. 
The Charleston RMC records date 
from about 1720-less than 50 
years after the state was perma
nently settled-and continue to the 
present. 

The RMC office has its origins in 
colonial times in the office of 
Secretary and Register of the Prov
ince of South Carolina. In the half 
century before independence all 
land transactions for South Caro
lina were recorded in this office, 
including records not only from 
Charleston but also those from the 
whole colony of South Carolina, 
with mention of such faraway 
places as Dublin, London and 
Kingston , Jamaica. 

Not exclusively given to record
ing land transactions, the early 
volumes contain contracts for rice, 
ships and slaves, both Negro and 
Indian. In 1721, Woodes Rogers, 
governor of the Island of Provi
dence in the Bahamas, purchased 
five eights part of the sloop 
Quadrumity. Soon afterward, the 
governor obtained another ship, the 
Sea Nymph, with her cargo which 
included fine furniture and saddles, 
gold buttons and sets of damask 
table "linnin." In the earliest record 
book, "Volume A, 1719-1821," 
200 pounds "currant" money was 
given for 47,000 pounds of rice in 
"good and merchantable Barrels" 
and seven Negroes. Bondage was 
evident and so was manumission, 
for in only the third volume of the 
series, one "Moriah" bought her 
freedom "by her honest industry" 

Photo on page 77: Arthur H. Burton with 
some of the office's oldest volumes, in 
use for over two centuries, which appear 
new after restoration by the state archives. 
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for 90 pounds. 
Other unusual contracts include 

the "sale" of pews in churches such 
as St. Michael's, St. Paul's, Prince 
William's, St. James' (Santee), St. 
Andrew's, and the Circular Congre
gational Church. In one of many 
marriage contracts, Jean Baptiste 
Villaneuve, a Charleston merchant, 
as an "inducement" to Susannah 
Peigne so that the "intended mar
riage should be speedily solemnized 
and for the better support and 
maintenance of Susannah" did 
"take, promise, covenant, and agree 
the full sum of 10,000 dollars in 

other conveyance, Aug. 27, 1772, 
16 of the "King's Head Men and 
Warriors" granted certain lands be
tween the Little and Great Ogee
chee rivers to "Sister Natawny, 
daughter of the Great Warrior, 
Tustonogny" and her three chil
dren, Judith, George and John and 
"their future Issue, Legitimate or 
Natural." Sallegea, Chaetabea, 
Tyger, Old Ned, Blue Salt, and the 
rest of the "Head Men" brought 
their own attorney, whom they 
called "Young Leftenent," and an 
interpreter, John Pigg. 

Perhaps the conveyance to end 

valuable property such as houses, all conveyances, Indian or other
lands, Negroes and household furni- wise, is one pointing to a gigantic 
ture." A group of sailors rescued land speculation scheme across the 
from the high seas in 1722, entered mountains. This fantastic claim 
a "Publick Instrument of Protest" heightens one's disbelief as the 
against the "danger of the seas and breadth of the venture unfolds. 
all misfortunes thereon." "Volume Several North Carolinians, including 
HH," page 240, even displays a the redoubtable Judge Henderson, 
lady's public statement of her age. who was responsible for Daniel 

Most interesting of all are the Boone's expeditions into "Kain
Indian records. Contracts of both tuck," went on record as having 
the Cherokee and Creek nations are purchased from the Cherokee tribe 
recorded in Charleston, complete "for a large and valuable considera
with the names and "marks" of the tion" all that tract of land called 
Indian leaders concerned. One Transylvania. These bold entre
deed, dated Dec. 21, 1 773, by preneurs claimed ownership to all 
Uconnastototah, Willinawauh and the land between the Holston and 
Ewe, three "principal chiefs" of the Ohio rivers and the Virginia line; 
Cherokee, gave George Pearis, "he that is, a large portion of the pres
being the son of a woman of their ent states of North Carolina, Ten
nation," a portion of the land near nessee and Kentucky. So vast was 
the Saluda and Tyger rivers in Cher- the area claimed that one John 
okee District, in what is now the Wickly of a South Carolina artillery 
Greenville-Spartanburg area. In an- regiment seemed satisfied to claim 
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only a 1,200th of the total land in
volved. 

The RMC records continue to 
dazzle the researcher with treasures 
of state history. Among these very 
old records one finds references to 
the Lords Proprietors, grants from 
King George, documents relating to 
the Quakers and the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel, who 
were so significant in the religious 
life of colonial America; and there 
are references to the more common 
South Carolina denominations as 
well as less familiar groups such as 
the Congregational Antipoedo
baptists. Also mirrored in the 
records are the activities of the 
Charleston Library, St. Cecilia, 
German Fusilier, Fellowship, and 
African societies of Charleston. 

In these pages appear the names 
of the Palmetto State's greatest 
figures-Rutledge, Pinckney, Dray
ton, De La Howe, Poinsett, Alston, 
Heyward and Hampton. What his-

-Photos by Julian Mims 

Left: Arthur H. Burton, register of mesne 
conveyance for Charleston County, dis
plays his records. Below: The Charleston 
office has a modern microfilm system. 

July 1970 

tory buff would not like to look 
into deeds from Gabriel Manigault 
to Wade Hampton; Christopher 
Gadsden to Alexander Mazyck, et 
al.; Richard Furman to Joseph Ker
shaw; Charles Pinckney to John and 
Miles Brewton; William Bull to 
Isaac Huger; or Charles C. Pinckney 
to Edward Rutledge? Personalities 
less well known but no less interest
ing might be Ebenezer Coffin, 
Cronika Zurkis, Melchior Leichen
steiger, Philotheos Chiffelle, Gen
erous Grimstone, Thomas Fulla
love, Jernigan Hardyrice, and 
Giraudiere Jean Baptiste dela 
Chevines. 

If your curiosity is stimulated, 
the original records are in Charles
ton and microfilm copies are in the 
South Carolina Department of Ar
chives and History in Columbia. 

Register of Mesne Conveyance 
Burton is obviously proud of his 
priceless documents and practices 
the latest methods of records keep
ing in order to make them easily 
accessible to the public. Using 
microfilm enclosed in plastic 
"jackets," he provides the re
searcher with a convenient means 
of finding what he seeks. To guard 

against fire, theft or other loss of 
this valuable information, Burton 
sends a roll film copy to the state 
archives. 

Through the decades, Charleston 
registers have made many efforts to 
preserve their records. In the 1800s 
deteriorating volumes were rebound 
or copied by hand and in the 1930s 
silk was glued to pages in need of 
repair. Yet neither effort solved the 
problem of brittle pages. Some 
Charleston land records have been 
in use almost 250 years and not 
even the best paper and binding 
hold up over this period of time; 
temperature, humidity, acid in ink 
and paper, and heavy use have 
taken their toll . 

Burton investigated a lamination 
process which encased each page 
between sheets of tissue and cellu
lose acetate, only to find that the 
cost was prohibitive. Then he dis
covered that the state archives has a 
lamination laboratory and a staff of 
professional document restorers 
who could add life to his records. 
Looking ahead to the Tricentennial 
year, he made arrangements for the 
restoration to begin so that he 
might have as many volumes redone 
by 1970 as possible. Thus far over 
50 volumes have been laminated 
and rebound and now Burton is 
further assisted by the archives' 
new county records program where
by restoration of courthouse 
records is done without charge. 

In the Charleston Register of 
Mesne Conveyance office, hundreds 
of volumes line an entire wall. 
Prominent among these are the re
stored books with their handsome 
maroon binders and gold letters 
boasting distinctive titles and dates 
such as "Charleston County Miscel
laneous Records, Volume S, 
1737-1739." Thanks to Burton's 
conscientiousness and the facilities 
of the archives, these extraordinary 
records will be pointed to with 
pride not only during the Tricen
tennial year but, with continued 
care, for centuries to come. 

Julian L. Mims is head of the State 
Archives' County Records Division. 
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Interesting, 

Ur1usual Items 

and Ser\)ices 

x::xx::x x::x x::x x::x ANT I Q U ES x::x x::x = =x::x 
CHESTNUT GALLERIES, Paul Allen Dunbar, 

Jr., 144 Chestnut St., Spartanburg, s.c. (lo
cated back of First Presbyterian Church). Fine 

iBth and 19th Century furniture, Oriental and 

European porcelains, Oriental rugs, brass, and 
other antique accessories. Open 10:00 a.m.-

5:30 p.m. Monday-Saturday. Phone 585-9576. 

NOTTINGHAM ANTIQUES. 166 Alabama St., 

Spartanburg, s.c. 29302. Dealer to the discrim

inating. 18th and 19th century furniture. Deco

rative accessories. 

O'NEIL'S ANTIQUE SHOP, 355 W. Palmetto 

St., Florence, S.C. Large stock of fine an

tiques-Complete line of Williamsburg brass
Importers of High quality gold leaf mirrors, 

accessories, lighting fixtures. 

Pl C RICCO RN HOUSE. 1601 Richland St., 

Columbia, s.c. 29201. Integrity, quality, and 
good taste are our aim; furniture, paintings, 

rugs, accessories and gifts are displayed in the 

interesting setting of a large 18th century 

house. 

=<=== x::x,c B 00 KS=<===== 
GITTMAN'S ON DEVINE. 2019 Devine St., 

Columbia, S.C. 29205. Ph. 254-5505. Retailers 
of new books, prints, fine bindings, specializing 

in South Caroliniana and the Confederacy. Mail 
Orders welcomed. 

OLD BOOKS 65,000 carefully classified. Li
braries purchased, catalogs free. Browsers wel

come. The Attic, Hodges, S.C., 29653. 

THE SOUTH CAROLINA COLONY by Mar

guerite Couturier Steedman, a concise and fas
cinating history of the settling of South Caro

lina, is now available for $4.50 in check or 

money order from Crowell-Collier Press, 866 
Third Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022 

"'x::x x::x x::x x::x x::x G I F TS = = = x::x ><=><" 

TRICENTENNIAL LUNCHBOX PURSE. 

White on navy with original, colorful, hand· 
painted S.C. scenes. $19.95 plus $1.00 postage. 

Nancy Welch Interiors, Box 906, Greer, S.C. 

=== LAMPS AND SHADES=== 
CUSTOM LAMP MAKING from unusual items. 

Lamp repairing. A large stock of lampshades

handsewn, parchment, glass. We specialize in 
the restoration of antique lamps. O'Neil's An

tique Shop, 355 W. Palmetto St., Florence, S.C. 

==== NEEDLE WO R K =<>C><x::xx::x 

AUTHENTIC NEEDLEPOINT KITS printed on 

canvas. Carolina Gamecock, Citadel Bull Dog, 
Clemson Tiger. Kits with charts for other col· 
leges. Wildflower Afghans as featured on the 

cover of Woman's Day Magazine. Imported 

yarns, materials, crewel, and needlepoint. Fol -

CLOWN PRINTS 
SI.DD 

Children love these four clown prints (each 9" x 12" in 
size). These prints in beautiful color are suitable for 
framing. They make a pleasing gift for birthdays or other 
special occasions. To order: Send $1.00 plus 25¢ for 
postage and handling to: 
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CLOWN PRINTS 
P.O. Box 1668 

Columbia, S.C. 29202 

S.C. residents please add 4% sales tax. 

line's Knit and Bridge Studio, 2926 Devine St., 
Columbia, s.c., 29205 Phone 253-9748 

WILDFLOWER NEEDLEWORK PATTERN. 

12" by 18" pattern depicting 25 s.c. Wild

flowers. Pictured in June, 1968 Sandlapper. 

Send $2.08 plus 2511' postage and handling to: 

Sandlapper Press, Inc., P.O. Box 1668, Colum
bia, s.c. 29202. 

=<=== = x::: PR I N TS =<=== x::xx::: 

ORDINANCE OF SECESSION, 25 x 30 Repro

duction of original document in antique tone. 

Over 170 signatures of well known S.C. names. 
If your family name is here you should have a 
copy for framing. MULLER, P.O. Box 12428, 

Charleston, S.C. 29407. $3.00 Postpaid. 

x::xx::x x::x = = SCHOO LS = = x::x == 

TETTER TOTTER PLAYSCHOOL, W. Hamp

ton St., Elloree, s.c. Open 24-hr. service, 6 
days week, all ages. By appointment only on 

Sunday. Tel. 897-2220 or Write P.O. Box 66, 

Elloree, S.C. 

Copy for 11 lnteresting, Unusual Items and Serv
ices" must be received in our office by the fifth 
day of the month preceding the first day of the 
month in which the advertisement is to appear. 
Rates, payable in advance, are: a single in
sert ion-70¢ a word ; three consecutive in
sertions-60c;t a word; six consecutive inser
tions-55c;t a word; 12 consecutive insertions-
50'1 a word. Minimum insertion 15 words. Re
quest an advertising form from : Sandlapper 
Press, Inc., Interesting, Unusual Items and Serv
ices, P.O. Box 1668, Columbia, S.C. 29202. 
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THE 
CASH.SHANNON 

D UEL 

t.. C. f.A' 

South Carolina 
History Illustrated 

You can still begin your subscrip
tion with Volume I, Number 1. 
Sure to be a collector's item. 

South Carolina History Illustrated is a quarterly publication 
devoted exclusively to in-depth, profusely illustrated his
torical articles (each written for the popular audience 
by an authority in his field), and hardbound to pro
vide a permanent reference for future generations. 

Included among the articles in the second issue of South 
Carolina History Illustrated are: 
• "Make ... Arrangements for a Hostile Meeting" by Harris H. 

Mullen, 
• Building the Landsford Canal by E. Thomas Crowson. 
• The Grimke Sisters: Prophetic Pariahs by William H . Willimon, 
• Cooperville: Iron Capital of South Carolina by B.G. Moss. 
• John Tobler 's Almanacs by Dorothy K, MacDowell , 
• The Colleton County Courthouse by Evelyn McD. Frazier. 
• Tattoos Marked the Murderers by Chapman J. Milling, 
• Word War Between Cole Blease and the Gonzaleses by Lewis 

P. Jones. 
• Hi-Ho Betsy! from a letter by John Bennett; introduction 

by Claude H. Neuffer. 
Whether you are well versed in the historical legacy of • South Carolina River Ferries by Edward C. Gilmore. 
South Carolina, whether you are seeking a verbal and visual 
introduction to those forebears who shaped the state's South Carolina History Illustrated Subscription 
history, or whether you are interested in understanding Enclosed is a check for $12.00. (S.C. residents add 4% sales tax .) 
the momentous decisions that made our past and influenced Please enter my subscription for one year. 
our future, South Carolina History Illustrated is a must. 

A year's Subscription is $12.00 including postage and 
hand ling. (S.C. residents add 4% sales tax.) Individual 
copies will sell for $4.00 plus 25 cents postage and handling. 
Sandlapper Press, Inc., P.O. Box 1668, Columbia, S.C. 29202 

Name 

Address _____________________ _ 

City State ____ _ Zip Code __ _ 
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