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Farmers, librarians, and state 
employees are banding together 
to launch the SC Plants the Seed 
program, providing fresh produce to 
people across South Carolina.

The goals of SC Plants the Seed are 
to promote early literacy and lifelong 
learning, to increase awareness about 
locally farmed produce, to provide 
lower income and rural populations 
the chance to buy healthier foods, and 
to educate residents about safe food 
preparation and storage.

Public libraries, in partnership 
with the South Carolina State 
Library, Department of Social 
Services, Department of Health and 
Environmental Control, and local 
farmers, will provide training on 
nutritional foods and free children’s 
books to all SC Plants the Seed 
attendees. 

SC Plants the Seed will take place 
at the following locations:

• Lee County Public Library, 200 
North Main Street, Bishopville, 
SC 29010 - (803) 484-5921

• Lexington County Public 
Library System/Pelion Branch, 

206 Pine Street, Pelion, SC 
29123 - (803) 785-3272

• Orangeburg County Library, 
510 Louis Street, 
Orangeburg, SC 29115 
(803) 531-4636

These events are free and open to 
the public, and produce is available 
for purchase from the farmers. If 
you spend $5.00 in Supplemental 
Nutritional Assistance Program 
(SNAP) benefits, you will receive 
$10.00 worth of SNAP Healthy Bucks 
tokens to purchase produce from the 
approved Healthy Bucks farmers. 
Anyone is able to purchase produce 
with SNAP, Healthy Bucks tokens, 
credit cards, debit cards, or cash. For 
more information and schedules, visit 
the SC Plants the Seed webpage.
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Come celebrate the start of summer by visiting the 
South Carolina State Library’s new Summer Reading art 
gallery, on display till July 31! 

This gallery contains original art by eight award-
winning children’s authors and illustrators, including 
Denise Fleming, Peter Brown, Marc Brown, Bryan Collier, 
David Diaz, Brian Lies, and John Rocco. Most of the 
artwork was commissioned to celebrate StoryfestSC, an 
annual event meant to boost children’s literacy. Want to 
see the gallery? Visit the SCSL Monday through Friday, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Check out our website for 
directions and parking information.
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SCSL opens new Summer Reading Art Gallery

We’re looking for local talent for our 2017 Performer 
Showcase, which will be held at the Richland Library 
Sandhills Branch on Friday, October 27 from 10:00 a.m. 
until 4:00 p.m. 

All performers must complete the 2017 Performer 
Showcase Application by September 5 to be considered. 
For more information about this year’s Showcase, please 
visit our Performer Showcase page. 

For more information, please contact Youth Services 
Consultant, Rebecca Antill, at (803) 734-8284 or 
rantill@statelibrary.sc.gov.

Performer Showcase 
Seeks Local Talent
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Join us at the South 
Carolina State Library on 
July 25 for our next Tech 
Tuesday training session!

 Tech Tuesday is a free 
learning session held at 
the SCSL’s newly designed 
Learning Lab and is open 
to the general public. This 
session focuses on home  
computer security and 
how to protect your home 
computer and yourself 
when using the Internet. 
Topics covered include 
anti-virus software, malware 
detection tools available, 
and managing computer 
infections.

For more information on 
each session and to register, 
visit our event page.

State Library 
hosting 
‘Tech Tuesday’ 
learning 
sessions

At 2:41 p.m. on Monday, 
August 21, 2017, viewers in the 
greater Columbia, S.C., area will 
experience the longest total solar 
eclipse on the East Coast. NASA 
estimates that South Carolina 
could see an influx of up to 1 
million visitors to witness the first 
total solar eclipse to make a path 
all the way across the continental 
U.S. in 99 years. 

Columbia is the third largest 
city in the U.S. to be on the 
center line of totality and will 
experience 2 minutes and 36 
seconds of darkness in the middle 
of the afternoon. The length of 
totality for Charleston is 1 min. 30 
seconds.  For Greenville, totality 
will last for 2 minutes and 10 
seconds.

This monumental eclipse is 
projected to be the most viewed 
total eclipse in history. The next 
time a total solar eclipse will be 
visible from the greater Columbia, 
S.C., area is 2078.

Have you made your plans yet? 
Looking for more information on 
this major cosmic event? Visit our 
Total Solar Eclipse 2017 libguide 
page!

On this page, you can learn 
more about:

• How to safely view the 
eclipse

• The science behind the 
total eclipse

• The history of solar eclipses 
in the United States

• Solar eclipse related events 
in the Upstate, Midlands 
and Low Country regions

• Educational resources for 
the eclipse

Do you have a question not 
covered by the libguide? 
Contact South Carolina State 
Library Statewide Services 
Manager Ashley Till at (803) 
734-8625 or atill@statelibrary.
sc.gov.

Are you ready for the 2017 
Eclipse? Learn more through 
the SC State Library!
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Reconstructing 
South Carolina - 
LibraryVoicesSC 
Podcast

In this episode of 
LibraryVoicesSC, Dr. Curtis 
Rogers discusses South Carolina in 
the Civil War and Reconstruction 
Eras: Essays from the Proceedings 
of the South Carolina Association 
with Dr. Fritz Hamer. 

South Carolina in the Civil 
War and Reconstruction Eras 
is an anthology of the most 
enduring and important scholarly 
articles about the Civil War and 
Reconstruction era published 
in the peer-reviewed journal 
Proceedings of the South Carolina 
Historical Association. 

Past officers of the South 
Carolina Historical Association 
(SCHA), Michael Brem Bonner 
and Fritz Hamer have selected 23 
essays from the several hundred 
published since 1931 to create this 
treasure trove of scholarship on 
an impressive variety of subjects 
including race, politics, military 
events, and social issues.

Visit libraryvoices.podbean.
com, and listen today!

Over 2000 children, parents 
and volunteers attended the sixth 
annual StoryfestSC festival on 
June 3, some traveling from as 
far away as Georgia and North 
Carolina to celebrate the start of 
the summer reading season with 
the South Carolina State Library.

Residents from 33 counties 
made the drive to the South 
Carolina State Museum for the 
event, spending their Saturday 
reading books, listening 
to storytellers and gaining 
information on state and non-
profit programs from six vendors. 
Children were also able to get 
their faces painted, create crafts, 
and hang out with 
local college mascots.

As event 
attendees enjoyed 
themselves at 
StoryfestSC, 28 
members of the SCSL 
staff were working to 
make sure children’s 
literacy levels 
continue to increase 
in South Carolina.

According to the 
National Summer 
Learning Center, 
children show 
reduced academic 
performance if 
if they do not 
continue to read over 
extended holiday 
breaks. Events like 
StoryfestSC help public libraries 
create programs designed to 
combat this holiday “slide.” Four 

thousand books were given out 
to StoryfestSC attendees this year, 
making sure children have access 
to quality reading material during 
the summer months. 

 StoryfestSC also aims to 
preserve South Carolina’s rich 
oral tradition, which ranges from 
family histories to ghost stories. 
StoryfestSC celebrated this 
heritage by hosting story telling 
sessions during the event.

The SCSL considered this 
year’s StoryfestSC a major 
success, and is looking forward to 
launching another next year!

Thousands attend Storyfest 
2017 festival
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Speaker @ 
the Center 
Fall/Winter 
line-up 
announced 

The South Carolina State 
Library’s Center for the Book 
is pleased to announce the 
Speaker @ the Center series 
for Fall/Winter 2017-18. 
Starting in June and ending 
in Feburary, this series 
will feature local authors 
discussing South Carolina-
related fiction, local history, 
nature writing, and more!

For more information 
and to register, visit the SC 
Center for the Book website! 
You may also contact Center 
Coordinator Andersen Cook 
at (803) 545-4432 or acook@
statelibrary.sc.gov.

http://readsc.org/speakers
http://readsc.org/speakers
mailto:acook%40statelibrary.sc.gov?subject=Speaker%20%40%20the%20Center
mailto:acook%40statelibrary.sc.gov?subject=Speaker%20%40%20the%20Center
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