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The South Carolina Center for 
the Book is pleased to announce the 
nine winners in this year’s “Letters 
About Literature” contest.  

These outstanding students were 
honored at the South Carolina State 
Library in Columbia at an award 
ceremony on Friday, April 28 at 
10:00 a.m.  

Contest judges and South 
Carolina State Library Foundation 
members were on hand to welcome 
attendees and present awards. 
Winners read their letters and each 
received a plaque and monetary 
award from the South Carolina State 
Library Foundation ($100 for first 
place, $50 for second, and $25 for 
third). 

The Letters About Literature 
program, sponsored by the South 
Carolina Center for the Book and 
the Library of Congress is a national 
reading and writing promotion 
contest. To enter, readers write 
personal letters to an author, living 
or dead, from any genre, explaining 
how that author’s work changed their 
way of thinking about the world or 
themselves.

SCSL hosts award ceremony for 
2017 Letters About Literature
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2016-2017 Winners: 

Level I
1st Place Emma Tiberian
2nd Place Meenakshi Balchandran
3rd Place Dylan Sampson
 

Level II
1st Place Emily Yi
2nd Place Charles Sanderson
3rd Place Emmalyne Eshleman
               

Level III               
1st Place Madeline Wilder
2nd Place Savannah Hall
3rd Place Elizabeth Smolenski
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Kershaw County Public Librabry was one of 
seventy-five U.S. public libraries that were selected 
to receive resources, training and support through 
NASA@ My Library, a STEM education initiative 
that will increase and enhance STEM learning 
opportunities for library patrons throughout the 
nation, including geographic areas and populations 
currently underserved in STEM education. Forty-nine 
states are represented.

The project is offered by the National Center for 
Interactive Learning (NCIL) at the Space Science 
Institute (SSI) in partnership with the American 
Library Association (ALA) Public Programs Office, the 
Pacific Science Center, Cornerstones of Science and the 
Education Development Center. Support comes from 

NASA’s Science Mission Directorate.
The libraries — selected through a competitive 

application process from a pool of more than 500 
applicants — will participate in the 18-month project 
(Phase 1), with the opportunity to extend for an 
additional two-year period (Phase 2). 

Please visit the ALA website for the full 
announcement.
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Kershaw Library Selected for NASA @ My 
Library Program

Join us June 1 for our next author talk and book signing: 
South Carolina in the Civil War and Reconstruction Eras: 
Essays from the Proceedings of the South Carolina Historical 
Association by Michael Bonner and Fritz Hamer.

Past officers of the South Carolina Historical 
Association (SCHA), Bonner and Hamer selected twenty-
three essays to create this treasure trove of scholarship on 
an impressive variety of subjects including race, politics, 
military events, and social issues.

All programs take place from noon to 1:00 p.m. at the 
South Carolina State Library, 1500 Senate Street, Columbia. 
Please visit our map & directions page or call 803-734-
8666 for parking information. For more information about 
Speaker @ the Center, please visit ReadSC.org. 

Speaker @ the Center is FREE and open to the public; 
however, we ask that attendees register online to guarantee 
a seat. Books will be available for purchase and signing. 
For more information, please contact Andersen Cook, 
Statewide Initiatives Coordinator at (803) 545-4432.

Former SCHA officers to 
lead next Speaker @ 
the Center Session

http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2017/05/75-public-libraries-selected-nasa-my-library-partners
http://www.ala.org/news/member-news/2017/05/75-public-libraries-selected-nasa-my-library-partners
http://ReadSC.org
http://statelibrary.sc.libcal.com/event/3075886
mailto:acook%40statelibrary.sc.gov?subject=
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Join us at the South 
Carolina State Library on 
June 13 for our next Tech 
Tuesday training sessions!

 Tech Tuesday is a free 
lunch & learn session held 
at the SCSL’s newly designed 
Learning Lab and is open 
to the general public. Each 
session focuses on a specific 
digital tool, explaining how 
to use technology to benefit 
your working environment. 
Some of the topics covered 
include video streaming, 
iTunes, and computer 
upgrading.

For more information on 
each session and to register, 
visit our event page.

To find out more 
information on the Tech 
Tuesdays, please contact 
Public Information 
Specialist Sean Gruber.

State Library 
hosting 
‘Tech Tuesday’ 
learning 
sessions

The South Carolina State 
Library is a member of the Federal 
Depository Library Program, 
also known as the FDLP. As 
one of twenty FDLP libraries 
statewide, we select useful Federal 
publications, both print and 
electronic, from the Government 
Publishing Office (GPO), and 
make these materials available 
to the public. Over the years, the 
GPO has published a significant 
number of items relating to World 
War I. With 2017 marking the 
one hundred year anniversary of 
America’s entry into the Great War, 
these items these noteworthy items 
are being highlighted.  

Events leading to “the war to 
end all wars” began in Europe in 
June of 1914 with the assassination 
of the heir to the Austro-
Hungarian Empire. Alliances 
between European countries led 
all the European powers into the 
conflict.  Through nearly two 
years, the United States remained 
nonaligned. 

After attempts to remain 
neutral failed, the U.S. Congress 

declared war on Germany on April 
6, 1917. Although America’s direct 
involvement lasted less than two 
years, mobilization for the war 
effort led to a huge expansion 
of the military and the Federal 
government.  By the time the 
Armistice was declared on Nov 
11, 1918, America’s military loss 
reached 116,516 lives, and America 
had changed economically, 
socially, and politically. Many 
historians also mark the U.S. 
entry into World War I as the 
start of America’s rise as a world 
superpower.

The S.C. State Library invites 
the public to learn more about 
America’s participation, and 
the causes and consequences of 
this global fight.  A collection of 
Federal publications about World 
War I are currently on display at 
the library, and all are available for 
circulation.  

Information compiled by Sheila 
Dorsey, SCSL Collections Librarian. 
For more information, conatct her 
at (803) 734-7065.

From Our Collection: 
WW1 Federal Documents
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Dorchester 
County Library 
Hires New 
Executive 
Director

Dorchester County Library has 
hired a new Executive Director. 
Robert C. Antill has been selected 
by the Dorchester County Library 
Board of Trustees to lead the 
growing library system effective 
May 1, 2017. Mr. Antill comes 
in at an integral part of growth 
in a system that has served the 
residents of Dorchester County 
with only two branches since the 
late 1970’s.

Mr. Antill comes to Dorchester 
County Library with over 28 
years of experience in both public 
and academic library settings. 
He is a 1992 graduate of the 
University of Akron in Ohio for 
his under graduate degree and 
received his Master’s in Library 
and Information Science from 
Kent State University in 2000. He 
also has experience with capital 
projects for library expansions. 
Dorchester County Library Board 
Chairman, Bill Collins said in a 
statement: “We are very excited 
about Mr. Antill joining the team 
at Dorchester County Library. 
He brings a lot of knowledge and 
leadership experience to help 
move this library system forward.” 

For more information, please 
contact Pinky Harriott, Director 
of Operations & Community 
Relations, Dorchester County 
Library, (843) 563-9189 ext. 114. 

For the third consecutive year, 
the South Carolina Center for the 
Book will participate in the Route 
One Reads initiative, a program 
under the Center for the Book in 
the Library of Congress. In 2017, 
the theme of the initiative will be 
memoirs and biographies, and the 
selected book to represent South 
Carolina is The Other Mother: A 
Rememoir by Teresa Bruce.

The Other Mother is a true 
story of TV reporter Teresa 
Bruce and the bond she forges 
with Bryne Miller, an 82-year-
old modern dance pioneer from 
Manhattan and former Great 
Depression era burlesque dancer. 
Bryne and Teresa’s friendship is a 
dance between love and madness, 
loyalty and truth, and speaks to 
anyone who has ever needed and 
cherished the love of an “other 
mother.”

Bruce said the town 
of Beaufort and the South 
Carolina Lowcountry region are 
“characters, not just settings” in 
the memoir.

“Some of the most memorable 
revelations come when I’m 
driving down rural back roads, 
crossing over tide-sucked rivers 
and meandering through kudzu-
covered forests,” Bruce said. 
“It’s impossible to tell the story 
of a person’s life without place. 
Geography is the permanence 
behind the personality.” 

Andersen Cook, coordinator 
of the SC Center for the Book, 
said the work sheds a penetrating 
light on a region that represents 
South Carolina for many living 
outside the state.

“When people think of South 
Carolina, what immediately 
comes to mind for many is the 
Lowcountry,” Cook said. “Teresa 
Bruce captured the personality 
of this place wonderfully, and I 
hope that everyone who reads it 
will appreciate the humble beauty 
infused throughout the story.”

The diverse reading list created 
by Route One Reads highlights 
each individual State Center 
for the Book while celebrating 
the East Coast as a whole. By 
participating in Route One Reads, 
readers can travel across 15 states 
and the District of Columbia 
without taking a single footstep, 
or load selected books into the car 
for a literary 
road trip. 
The full list 
of featured 
books for the 
2017 Route 
One Reads 
initiative 
is available 
along with 
a map of 
participating 
states at Route1Reads.org.

South Carolina Center for 
the Book Selects The Other 
Mother for 2017 Route One 
Reads Initiative
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The approach of summer brings 
with it memories of lazy days 
swimming in the pool at the local 
park, long days that stretched into 
nights of endless games of kick-
the-can, summer trips to historical 
landmarks, and a renewed promise 
of endless possibilities. Summer 
is the time when anything seems 
possible. As an adult, summer still 
brings with it a kind of relaxation 
and pace that is impossible to grasp 
while the Legislature is in session, 
and children are still in school. 
The beginning of summer seems 
to signal us that it is ok to slow 
down just a little bit. However, it 
is essential that we continue to 
read and study during the summer 
months, especially if you have 
children in your life. Children who 
don’t read over the summer are at a 
significant disadvantage compared 
to their peers who do.  

The “summer slide” is a term 
used to describe the loss of learning 
that takes place over the summer 
with children who don’t read 
or participate in educationally 
stimulating activities – activities that 
are actively engaging their brains in 
meaningful ways. According to the 
National Education Association “…
the reading achievement gap seen 
in 9th grade students nationwide 
can be traced back to unequal access 
to summer learning opportunities 
during the elementary school 
years.” We cultivate partnerships 
that support active participation 
and learning for children. The 
South Carolina Association of 
School Librarians (SCASL) is 
one such partner. Each year we 
collaborate with SCASL to hold our 

annual Read-In event with has the 
slogan “Kids Who Read Succeed,” 
celebrating and encouraging a 
love of reading. The Read-In event 
begins at the South Carolina State 
Library with a parade to the State 
House for a reading celebration, and 
culminates with children reading 
and picnicking on the State House 
grounds. This year, over 2,600 
children from 80 different school 
districts participated.  

On June 3rd, we will hold our 
annual summer reading kick-off 
event, StoryFest SC at the South 
Carolina State Museum. Almost 
3,000 visitors attended last year’s 
event. Attendees receive free 
admission to the museum; books 
from renowned children’s authors 
and illustrators; a Day-by-Day 
literacy calendar which is bursting 
with activities that are engaging, 
and foster learning and literacy 
while having fun! Attendees can also 
participate in interactive learning 
opportunities, storytelling, author 
talks, face-painting, and other 
activities while enjoying their day 
at the museum.  This year, Ms. Rita 
Williams-Garcia, and Ms. Sophie 
Blackall are our honored guests. We 
are so excited to begin our summer 
at StoryFestSC. The Collaborative 
Summer Library Program’s summer 
reading theme for 2017 to “Build 
a Better World” is sure to be a 
wonderful springboard for activities 
and events planned for your public 
library. 

Public libraries are wonderful 
resources for people of all ages 
year-round. However, for children 
utilizing those resources can mean 
the difference of being prepared 

A Note from the State 
Library Agency Director

for the coming school year or losing 
months of work for children. Public 
libraries have summer reading 
programs for people of all ages and 
abilities. Many public libraries have 
summer reading programs for adults, 
teens, and children. Children who 
participate in their public library’s 
summer reading program significantly 
improve their reading skills over the 
summer. It stands to reason that others 
(even adults), would also increase their 
knowledge and abilities.  

I encourage you to visit your 
local library and if you have a child 
in your life, I challenge you to get 
them involved in the summer reading 
program, or at a minimum to make 
sure that they have something to 
read. The steady increase of the 
thermometer guarantees that summer 
is indeed on the horizon.  Lazy days 
at the pool, long days that stretch into 
nights, and time spent in the car can all 
be done with a book in hand. Happy 
reading! 

Leesa Aiken, Director
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