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Almost 3,000 students from 
across South Carolina marched to 
the State House grounds during the 
2017 SC Read-In, celebrating the 
magic of books alongside politicians, 
literacy advocates and marching 
bands on April 4.

The annual event, now in its 
26th year, is meant to encourage 
a love of reading in children of all 
ages. Students, teachers and adult 
chaperones from 80 different schools 
and 100 daycare facilities traveled 
from across the state to Columbia for 
the march.

After gathering on the South 
Carolina State Library grounds, 
the students paraded to the State 
House alongside the Keenan High 
School drum line. Bystanders drawn 
to the music of the parade cheered 
the students on, taking photos and 
waving as the marchers traveled 
to the State House. WLTX Anchor 
Darci Strickland, the Eau Claire 
High School NJROTC and Julexy 
Mota of the SC Latina Project 
greeted the crowds as they arrived.

After hearing a story read by the 
University of South Carolina’s Cocky 
and The Clemson Tiger, the students 

took a reading pledge and spent 
thirty minutes reading their favorite 
books.

SCSL Director of 
Communications Curtis Rogers 
said he looked forward to attending 
this year’s event, adding that his 
organization was committed to 
helping youth embrace literacy.

“The South Carolina State 
Library is excited to celebrate 
reading with over 2,000 students 
from across the state,” Rogers 
said. “We’re proud to co-sponsor 
this popular annual event that 
demonstrates not only the 
importance of reading, but also 
the joy that reading can bring to 
students.”
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The South Carolina 
State Library prides itself 
on creating programs 
designed to help 
underserved populations 
across the state. And, 
starting in April, the 
SCSL will offer a fine arts 
creative outlet for the blind 
and visually impaired.

The South Carolina 
State Library Talking Book 
Services Art Gallery, on 
display April 4 through the 

end of May, will feature 
artwork created by 48 
blind or visually impaired 
South Carolina students. 
The artwork will be 
prominently displayed on 
the first floor, showcasing 
the artistic abilities of 
elementary, middle 
high, and homeschooled 
students. 

For more infomation, 
contact Sandy Knowles at 
(803) 734-4611.

SC State Library launches Talking Book 
Services Art Gallery

Join us for this month’s author talk and book 
signing: Yes, Lord, I Know the Road A Documentary 
History of African Americans in South Carolina, 1526–
2008 by J. Brent Morris. 

From the first North American slave rebellion near 
the mouth of the Pee Dee River in the early sixteenth 
century to the 2008 state Democratic primary victory 
of Barack Obama, award-winning historian J. Brent 
Morris examines the unique struggles and triumphs of 
African Americans in South Carolina.

All programs take place from noon to 1:00 p.m. at 
the South Carolina State Library, 1500 Senate Street, 
Columbia. Please visit our map & directions page or 
call 803-734-8666 for parking information. For more 
information about Speaker @ the Center, please visit 
ReadSC.org. 

Speaker @ the Center is FREE and open to 
the public. No registration is required. Books will 
be available for purchase and signing. For more 
information, please contact Andersen Cook, Statewide 
Initiatives Coordinator at (803) 545-4432.

Historian J. Brent Morris to lead next Speaker 
@ The Center
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The South Carolina State 
Library is pleased to offer two 
popular grants research and 
proposal writing classes: 

Grants Research: Finding 
a Funder for Your Nonprofit 
Organization. This class helps 
individuals working with 
nonprofit organizations locate 
information on grants available 
from private foundations and 
corporations using the South 
Carolina State Library’s electronic 
and print resources.  Sessions run 
from 10:00 a.m. to noon. The next 
session will be held Thursday, 
April 27. 

Proposal Writing Basics. This 
class will focus on what needs 
to be included in all your grant 
proposals.  The session will run 
from 10:00 a.m. to noon and will 
be offered on Friday, May 19. 

Both classes will be held at 
the South Carolina State Library, 
1500 Senate Street, Columbia and 
are free; however, registration is 
required.  For more information, 
please contact Dawn Mullin, 
Information Services Librarian at 
(803) 737-3762.

State Library 
hosting grants 
research, 
proposal 
writing classes

This month’s selection from 
the South Carolina State Library’s 
rare book collection is a romantic 
artifact of the bloody Napoleonic 
era.

This is an unabridged 
paperback translation of Madame 
de Staël’s classic novel Corinne. 
The tale, published in 1807, is 
ostensibly a romance between 
a British lord and poetess set 
in eighteenth century Italy. But 
researching the turbulent years 
when this work was published 
reveals a deeper symbolism 
behind the book’s love story and 
picturesque travelogues.

Staël witnessed both the 

French Revolution and rise of 
Napoleon Bonaparte in her 
lifetime, ultimately styling herself 
as a constitutionalist in opposition 
to the dictatorship that gripped 
France in the wake of the violent 
uprising. 

Many critics consider Corinne 
to be a sort of love letter to an 
“Italy that was,” with the romance 
and loss experienced by the book’s 
characters an allegory for the loss 
of Italy’s independence after it fell 
to Napoleon’s armies.

Visitors may request to view 
this book by contacting Amanda 
Stone, Manager of Collections and 
Digitization at (803) 734-4816.

From Our Collection: 
Corinne, The Story of Italy
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ALL Awards 
and Peggy 
Parish Prize 
Nominations 
Deadline on 
May 5

The Annual Literacy Leaders 
(ALL) Awards Nominations 
Committee is seeking nominations 
for the 2017 awards program.The 
ALL awards are presented by the 
School of Library and Information 
Science (SLIS) at the University of 
South Carolina in the fall of each 
year to individuals and/or groups 
that have had a statewide impact 
on literacy in South Carolina.

Recipients can be any 
individuals, agencies, 
organizations or corporations with 
a local presence in South Carolina, 
regardless of their primary 
place of residence or corporate 
headquarters. Nominations should 
take the form of a one page letter 
summarizing the statewide impact 
of the nominee with respect to the 
award criteria. 

Nominations should be 
received no later than May 5, 2017. 
Please send your nominations by 
email to Kim Jeffcoat.

For more information 
and details about submitting 
nominations for the Peggy Parish 
Prize, please download the 
information sheet here.

Over 600 South Carolina 
students sent in original work 
for the SC State Library’s “Young 
Minds Dreaming” Poetry 
Contest, but only nine made the 
cut to win.

The poetry contest was 
organized as part of this year’s 
May Hill Arbuthnot Lecture 
events. South Carolina students 
in grades 3-12 were invited to 
submit poems relating stories of 
a person, place, or an experience 
that made a mark on student’s 
lives to a panel of nine judges.

This year’s winners are:

Elementary (grades 3-5)
1st Place | Sonia Baxter

2nd Place | Catie Coats
3rd Place | Michaela Grindstaff 

Middle (grades 6-8)
1st Place | Nada Rahal
2nd Place | Charlotte Hughes
3rd Place | Michaela Lanier

 
High (grades 9-12)
1st Place | Skye Robertson
2nd Place | Gillian Moses
3rd Place | April Williams

 
The winners and their families 

attended a closed ceremony at 
the SC State Library on April 1 
to read their poems and to meet 
author Jacqueline Woodson. 

Winners of SC State Library’s 
‘Young Minds Dreaming’ 
Poetry Contest Announced
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As you are reading this column 
you are most likely already a library 
supporter – and we thank you!  As 
such, you are probably aware of the 
threat to federal funding for libraries 
through the President’s proposed 
budget.  I thought it may be helpful 
for me to explain how we, at the State 
Library, use the federal grant funds 
that we receive from the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services (IMLS) 
in South Carolina.  

It is important to note that IMLS 
has very specific rules concerning 
the use of grant money and reporting 
requirements.  All of our paperwork is 
meticulously kept so that reporting to 
IMLS is accurate and clearly meet the 
intended effort.  Each expense must 
meet one of the defined six federal 
IMLS purposes which summarized 
are to: expand services for learning 
and access to information and 
educational resources; develop library 
services that provide users with access 
to information through electronic 
networks; provide electronic and 
other linkages among and between 
libraries; develop partnerships with 
other agencies and community-based 
organizations; target library services 
to individuals of diverse geographic, 
cultural, and socio-economic 
backgrounds, with disabilities, and/
or with limited functional literacy 
or information skills; target library 
and information services to persons 
having difficulty using a library and/
or to underserved urban and rural 
communities. Additionally, the funds 
have to meet the State Library’s 
mission, vision, strategic directions, 
and goals.  I feel strongly that all 
funds that we receive are used in a 
responsible manner to meet the needs 
of South Carolinians. 

Federal funds are vital to the 

services that libraries provide in South 
Carolina.  The South Carolina State 
Library uses federal funds for a variety 
of programs, products, and services 
that we provide.  I don’t have space to 
list all that we have accomplished, but 
I am going to highlight a few.  

Federal funds are used to support 
summer reading programming 
which we know has a direct impact 
on the summer reading slide that 
can happen when children don’t read 
over the summer. They are also used 
to support our entire Talking Book 
Services program which serves nearly 
7,000 South Carolinians including 
veterans, who are unable to read or 
hold a book in a traditional manner 
due to blindness, other vision or 
physical disabilities, or some learning 
disabilities. 

We use some federal funds to 
supplement state funds for the Discus 
program, which is South Carolina’s 
Virtual Library that provides access 
to information that is accurate, and 
has been vetted.  Teachers use Discus 
in the classroom and in direct lesson 
planning.  Children and families use 
Discus for homework and research.  
Others use Discus to access a variety 
of resources that can be trusted to be 
current and correct. 

The State Library’s Workforce 
Development project was created 
using federal funds during the 
recession.  The program helped South 
Carolinians get back to work after 
the recession and is still used heavily 
today with test taking, resume writing, 
and a variety of other resources. 

The expectations for public 
libraries has changed significantly 
in the last 10-15 years.  Libraries are 
trusted community spaces and are 
expected to meet the needs of their 
customers daily, but those needs 

A Note from the State 
Library Agency Director

vary significantly.  In an effort to assist 
libraries and librarians stay current, we 
offer continuing education opportunities 
to them. 

Lastly, each year we have a 
competitive grant process that is open to 
public libraries. Public libraries submit 
applications for programs that will 
impact their communities in positive, 
meaningful ways.  Grants awarded vary 
greatly depending on the needs of the 
serviced community. Some of our past 
grants include: capturing the oral history 
of the Gullah-Geechee community; a 
pilot program that focused on children 
with autism, dyslexia, or other barriers; 
Spanish language books and programs, 
after school homework help; digitizing 
historical documents; holding a writing 
contest for children; teen technology 
exchange; working with detainees on 
financial literacy, parenting, goal setting, 
to provide skills needed after release. 
These are only a few of the programs 
that libraries have implemented in 
their communities.  Specific reporting 
requirements must be met as part of the 
grant process.

The loss of federal funds would 
decimate our ability to provide needed 
services to South Carolinians.  We thank 
you for supporting libraries and ask that 
you help us spread the word about the 
positive, needed services that libraries 
provide.

Leesa Aiken, Director
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