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presented at the Annual Meeting. The Editors of The Proceedings disclaim any 
responsibility for the scholarship, statement of fact and opinion, and the conclu
sions of the contributors. 



MINUTES 
South Carolina Historical Association 

Annual Meeting-1984 

The fifty-fourth annual meeting of the Association met at USC-Aiken, in Aiken, 
South Carolina, on Saturday, 14 April, 1984. Approximately seventy members of 
the Association were present at this joint meeting with the South Carolina Political 
Science Association. Registration and coffee were held in the lobby of the classroom 
building followed by two sessions at 9:30 o'clock. 

The luncheon meeting convened in the Student Center. After a tremendous all
you-can-eat barbecue buffet, the Honorable Dean Rusk of the University of Georgia 
spoke on the office of Secretary of State. His trenchant and witty remarks were 
followed by a very interesting question and answer period. 

Vice President A. V. Huff, Jr. convened the business meeting in the absence of 
President Foster Farley. The first item of business was an ammendment to the By
laws proposed by Professor Joe Stukes of Francis Marion College. The addition to 
the By-laws was as follows: 

The South Carolina Historical Association Publication 
Endowment Fund (SCHA Fund) exists to supplement the in
come available to the Association for the publication of the 
Proceedings. Contributions to the SCHA Fund may be made 
by anyone, and they will be acknowledged in writing. 

The SCHA Fund shall be administered by three trustees, 
members of the Association, who shall be nominated by the 
executive committee and elected by the members present at 
the annual meeting; trustees shall serve six-year staggered 
terms (when trustees are first elected, one shall be designated 
to serve for two years, one for four years, and one for six 
years), may be elegible for a second term, and shall elect their 
chairperson annually; vacancies shall be filled by the Presi
dent until the next annual meeting at which an election shall 
be held to fill the unexpired portion of the term. The trustees 
shall, in consultation with the officers of the Association, in
vest the principal of the SCHA Fund so as to obtain a secure 
and steady income; keep records of the earnings of the Fund; 
and report annually to the membership on the income, 
disbursement, and status of the Fund. 

The secretary and treasurer of the Association shall serve 
in that capacity for the Fund, may request annually from the 
trustees a sum no greater than 800/o of the earnings of the 
Fund for that year to help defray the cost of printing the Pro-
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ceedings and shall add the surplus of earnings each year to the 
principal of the Fund. 

Should the executive committee of the Association deter
mine that the SCHA Fund is no longer necessary to achieve 
the purposes for which it was established, they shall recom
mend to the membership that this article be removed from the 
constitution. If the Fund is liquidated, the executive commit
tee shall make an unrestricted gift of the principal to the en
dowment funds of the University of South Caroliniana 
Society, or similar historical repository in South Carolina and 
transfer the balance of earnings in the Fund to the general 
revenues of the Association. 

After a brief discussion, the Association ratified the ammendment. 

The Secretary-Treasurer presented his report and noted that the balance as of the 
meeting date was $2410.58 in the checking account with a balance in savings ac
counts of $1093 .55 with interest yet to be posted for 1984. The Association accepted 
the report as in formation. 

The Secretary-Treasurer then discussed the disposition of the Society's archives. 
The first fifty years of official records have been deposited in the South Caroliniana 
Library for safekeeping. The back issues of the Proceedings are still available to any 
member or institution for $1.00 each. There have been several orders but there are 
still a number of sets available for any interested member. 

The Secretary-Treasurer then presented the nominating committee report. The 
following officers were elected without opposition: 

President: A. V. Huff, Jr., Furman University 
Vice President: Joe Stukes, Francis Marion College 

Secretary-Treasurer: Val Lumans, USC-Aiken 

The remaining members of the Board and the dates at which their terms expire 
are as follows: 

Jeffrey Willis, Converse College (1986) 
Robert Moore, Columbia College (1987) 

Rodger Stroup, S. C. Museums Commission (1988) 

The Executive Committee recommended that Professor A. V. Huff be elected by 
the Association to succeed Robert Simpson of Coker College on the Archives and 
History Commission. 

Professor Val Lumans, USC-Aiken, Co-Editor of the Proceedings urged 
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members to note the advertisement by the Norton Company in our most recent 
issue. He urged members to bring this to the attention of other compan)l's represen
tatives. 

The three year cycle for the next meeting of the Association will be Wofford Col
lege, 1985; Francis Marion, 1986; Columbia College, 1987. The Executive Commit
tee recommended that the meeting date be moved to the first week in March. There 
was some discussion and a final decision will go to the membership at a later date It 
is believed that by holding the meeting earlier, possible conflicts with the OAH, 
Landmarks Conference, and other such meetings will be avoided. 

Under new business, Professor George Rogers of the University of South 
Carolina-Columbia inquired as to the printing of the by-laws and membership list in 
the back of the Proceedings. Professor Huff responded that up until this year, the 
Association simply was not able to fund the necessary extra pages, but with a pen
ding surplus in the treasury, the by-laws and membership roster will be printed in the 
1984 Proceedings. 

Professor Huff then thanked Professors Val Lumans and Calvin Smith of USC
Aiken for their gracious hospitality and splendid local arrangements. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

CORRECTION TO THE MINUTES 
At the Annual Meeting, 3 trustees were elected pursuant to the amendment to the 

By-Laws: Daniel W. Hollis, Lewis P. Jones, Robert Lambert. Initially, the terms of 
office are to be staggered so as to have a trustee rotate out of office every two years. 
By a toss of the coin, Professor Hollis will serve a two year term; Professor Lambert 
a four year term; and Professor Jones a six year term. 

Walter B. Edgar 
Secretary-Treasurer 



THE HEALTH OF BLACKS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 1860 - 1865 

Michael A. Cooke 

The District of Columbia during the years 1860 - 1865 underwent considerable 
growth. This growth transformed the Nation's Capital from being a spread out, 
"drowsy," and "grass-grown" town to a noisy, bustling, and lusty city. Especially 
during the Civil War, the streets of the District of Columbia reverberated with the 
sounds and movement of civilian and military traffic. The population expanded 
from the 75,080 reported in the census of 1860 to unofficial estimates of around 
150,000 during the war years .. Freedmen accounted for a considerable portion of the 
District's increased population. Un fortunately, during the Civil War years 
authorities did not compile statistics of the number of blacks residing in the District. 
The federal census of 1860, however, indicated that 14,316 blacks lived in the area, 
while the 1870 census noted that the black population had risen to 43,404 since the 
last one. A special census, however, was conducted in 1867 under the supervision of 
Franklin D. Hough, a respected 19th century statistician, in an effort to fairly divide 
responsibility for public school funding between the three jurisdictions of the 
District: Washington City, Washington County, and Georgetown. According to the 
1867 census, 38,663 blacks resided in the area. In all likelihood, by the end of the 
war years the black population had increased at least twofold over the 1860 census 
figure.' 

Black migration taxed the capacity of the municipal authorities, the federal 
government, and benevolent societies to maintain the public health and provide 
medical attention for sick freedmen and relief for destitute blacks. The federal 
government assumed the principal responsibility for providing medical attention for 
sick freedmen and for policing the sanitary environment of its black charges. The 
municipal authorities were unresponsive to the medical needs of the freedmen and 
only showed concern about the sanitary conditions in the black neighborhoods 
following threats or outbreaks of epidemic disease. Consequently, the half-hearted 
efforts of local authorities forced the federal government reluctantly to act on behalf 
of sick and destitute freedmen. 

The sanitary reforms initiated in the 1850s in the District took on new impor
tance in the 1860s with the introduction of thousands of rural blacks who were un
familiar with urban living. The freedmen, ignorant of the importance of personal 
hygiene and urban sanitation, suffered in large numbers from the infectious and 
epidemic diseases associated with filth, overcrowding, and poorly ventilated dwell
ings and buildings. Not surprisingly, these blacks experienced higher degrees of 
sickness and death than white and free black residents of the District. 

The freedmen resided in the worst housing tracts, and disease frequently 
originated in their homes. They suffered severely from the effects of diarrhea and 
dysentery, and typhoid and cholera sporadically broke out amongst them. The 
freedmen also contracted such endemic diseases as measles, mumps, whooping 
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cough, since freedmen from rural origins had not been exposed to them. These af
flictions also increased the black susceptibility to bronchitis, pneumonia, and tuber
culosis. Respiratory diseases, during the period 1861 - 1867, were significant mor
tality factors among blacks and whites of the Washington, D.C. area. Smallpox, a 
contagious disease, affected relative few resident whites and free blacks, but it broke 
out in great numbers among the freedmen. Many contrabands, unaware of the value 
of preventive measures or unable to pay for them, had never been vaccinated. Con
sequently, two major outbreaks of smallpox occurred: one in 1862 - 1863 and the 
other during the early years of Reconstruction. 

Not surprisingly, the freedmen's health soon aroused widespread concern in the 
District. This concern grew in part from the realization that the condition of the 
worst segments of the urban populace often affected the whole. Disease was no 
respector of social class and often spread from slum dwellings to the homes and pro
perty of the well-to-do. 

Although the presence of thousands of freedmen intensified the public health 
problems of the District, the freedmen made a significant contribution as laborers, 
hospital attendants, and nurses. In fact, blacks after the Civil War made up the 
overwhelming majority of the ranks of the hospital staffs of the Freedmen's Bureau. 
In addition, the newly-freed slaves were not solely dependent on municipal 
authorities and the federal government, since in their adjustment to urban condi
tions they received considerable assistance from the free black community. 

As of 1860 blacks did not make major professional contributions to sanitary 
reform and the medical care of men and animals of the District. No blacks in the 
area practiced as druggists, physicians, undertakers, or veterinary surgeons. Since 
the majority of them, free and slave, could find employment only as laborers and 
domestic servants, the only health care positions open to them were in nursing and 
whitewashing. Nursing did not enjoy the popularity and prestige it acquired after the 
Civil War, since it consisted largely of custodial care and required little if any train
ing. Therefore, few whites found this occupation attractive. Whitewashing, another 
menial vocation, had little appeal for whites, and free blacks made up the majority 
of the District's publicly employed whitewashers.' 

During 1861, blacks did not constitute a disproportionate burden on the 
municipal governments of the District. During this year, the Washington Asylum 
and the Workhouse provided a residence for 1,019 paupers, and blacks numbered 
258 of this total. Of the 372 paupers hospitalized at the Washington Infirmary and 
the Asylum, less than fifty were blacks. The municipal authorities, without calling 
for additional funds from the federal government, provided what they felt was ade
quate relief for the destitute inhabiting the District. They employed able-bodied 
paupers on public works projects, a number of which related indirectly or directly to 
the enhancement of the public health. For example, black paupers were often used 
to clean streets and alleys. 3 
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During most of 1861 the Washington community showed only passing concern 
for the small trickle of contrabands coming into the District, but by December the 
trickle had become a human flood. As the Northern armies penetrated deeper into 
Virginia, the military sent to the District many of the contrabands in their custody. 
The federal government easily found employment for all able-bodied men and boys, 
but it provided little aid for those unable to work. Preoccupied by the wartime pro
blems of shortages of food and housing, the question of whether the municipal 
authorities or the federal government should provide the bulk of the relief for aged 
and indigent freedmen seemed a relatively minor issue.• 

In January 1862, the number of contrabands migrating to Washington prompted 
the community to see the possibility of a serious smallpox outbreak. To forestall this 
danger, a number of white citizens urged the vaccination of all contrabands. Many 
freedmen had not been vaccinated, and intelligent observers recognized that 
smallpox frequently attacked newcomers to urban areas. In the recent past, residents 
had observed smallpox erupt among Irish immigrants. Some white citizens demand
ed the involuntary vaccination of all freedmen, since, in their opinion, the free black 
community showed little interest in the health and well-being of the contrabands. s 

By the early months of 1862, the numbers of freedmen were straining the 
resources of Washington City. In May, the Common Council, one of the city's two 
legislative bodies, drafted a joint resolution with the Board of Aldermen petitioning 
Congress for funds for the relief of "old and indigent people of African descent." 
The council claimed that the large migration of contrabands had exhausted the city's 
capacity to provide sustenance for those freedmen unable to work and support 
themselves. Washington City, however, failed to present convincing evidence to the 
federal government that it was without resources to provide relief for the freedmen. 6 

As conditions worsened owing to the continued migration of contrabands to the 
District, the federal government was eventually forced to take an active interest in 
the welfare and health of the freedmen. In June 1862, it established the first contra
band camp in the District at Duff Green's Row. The army, however, soon com
mandeered and converted this site into a military hospital. To replace it, Camp 
Barker was built at 12th and O Streets in Washington City. From June to December 
1862, contrabands registered at Camp Barker in the office of Superintendent of 
Contrabands which was headed by Dr. D. B. Nichols. As of October over three 
thousand freedmen had been enrolled, and about two hundred of this total had 
died. ' 

The medical facilities at Camp Barker consisted of three tents which were used as 
hospital wards. Many of the nearly seven hundred contrabands quartered at this site 
in October 1862 were sick, and the Army of the Potomac added to this list by sen
ding ill black teamsters from nearby army camps. In addition, the office of the 
Superintendent of Contrabands provided destitute freedmen with rations. Out of a 
freedmen population of more than four thousand in the District and nearby Alexan-
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dria, Virginia, less than a tenth required rations. The federal government employed 
the able-bodied men at the daily rate of 40' at army corrals, military hospitals, and 
as laborers to repair the streets damaged by military traffic. 8 

In 1862 the office of the Superintendent of Contrabands did not provide com
plete support for the freedmen. Although it did find jobs for healthy contrabands 
and supplied rations, lodging, and medical care to destitute freedmen, it did not fur
nish clothing and bedding supplies. According to Superintendent Nichols, these 
items were supplied by the National Freedman's Relief Association and other 
volunteer agencies. Benevolent societies played an important role in collecting and 
distributing materials for the relief of needy contrabands .• 

Contrary to the opinions of some whites, the free black community took an ac
tive interest in the plight of the migrating contrabands, and the wealthier free blacks 
of the District contributed materially and spiritually to help the freedmen. The suc
cess of white benevolent agencies for the relief of sick and wounded soldiers inspired 
Mrs. Elizabeth Keckley, seamstress for Mrs. Abraham Lincoln and influential 
member of the free black community, to form a black charity organization, the Col
ored Relief Association. This society by the end of the summer of I 862 had forty ac
tive members who collected money and supplies for the benefit of destitute blacks. 
Mrs. Keckley found many contributors from among the congregation of the black 
church to which she belonged. She, moreover, realized that "the North is not 
[always] warm and impulsive," and that free blacks must help rural freedmen make 
the adjustment to an urban setting. 10 

During the last quarter of I 862, the white community and the military authorities 
of the District became apprehensive about the effect of the contraband migration 
upon Washington. Many w~ites feared that a large and permanent class of black 
paupers would develop, since most contrabands, in their opinion, were incapable 
of"self-support," and that supervision by the municipal authorities and the federal 
government seemed inevitable. One group of citizens recommended that Congress 
pass an act to establish a national "paid labor apprenticeship system," which would 
ensure a measure of white oversight. These citizens also hoped that the system of 
black apprenticeship would influence many of the freedmen staying in the District to 
"gravitate to those sections of the country," where their labor was in demand. 11 

The military authorities of the District claimed that it was able to employ "able
bodied" contrabands, but it could not adequately support the aged, the children, 
and the women of the freedmen. These officials appealed to the voluntary agencies 
of Washington and the northern states "to procure homes and employment for 
them." The federal government offered to pay the expense of the contraband's 
transport. In November 1862, General James S. Wadsworth, military commander 
of the District of Columbia, authorized Dr. Nichols, Superintendent of Con
trabands, to hire out freedmen youth . 12 
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During the last months of 1862 ~nd the first of 1863, the health of the contra
band population deteriorated. From November 1862 to February 1863, a smallpox 
epidemic ravaged the freedmen of the District. This disease reached its peak in 
December 1862 and January 1863, when the hospital for contrabands in the District 
reported that as of mid-January 235 cases of smallpox and sixty-seven deaths had 
occurred since the outbreak of the disease. By early February, the number of 
freedmen hospitalized at Camp Barker with the smallpox had decreased substantial
ly.' i 

Although smallpox captured the attention of the Washington community, 
respiratory diseases, common during the winter months, caused most of the 
freedmen's sickness and mortality. In Alexandria, several hundred contrabands died 
during the winter of 1862-1863. The National Freedman's Relief Association felt 
that "insufficient accommodations," overcrowding, "small and ill-ventilated 
rooms," and exposure were the main factors causing sickness and death among the 
contrabands. Exposure brought about most of the highly fatal respiratory illnesses. 
Among these, pneumonia ranked as the most fatal, since many freedmen lived in 
poorly heated dwellings and worked in outdoor occupations. 1• 

By the end of the winter of 1862-1863, many residents of the District were ap
prehensive that contagious diseases which were attacking the contraband populace 
would spread to the well-to-do communities of Washington. One major concern 
related to the burial of contraband smallpox victims. Many citizens believed that the 
bodies of freedmen victims constituted a health hazard to the general public, for it 
was widely thought that epidemic diseases were transmitted by a morbific condition 
of the atmosphere, and that decomposed animal and vegetable matter was the origin 
of disease. For example, a number of citizens claimed that the coffins of recent con
traband smallpox victims were simply placed in "the ground and a few shovelfuls of 
dirt thrown over them." These residents asserted that they had petitioned the 
municipal authorities several times before writing the city newspapers. 1

' 

During the winter of 1862-1863, a period of extreme suffering, the National 
Freedman's Relief Association took upon itself the responsibility "to provide for 
the immediate bodily needs of the fugitives arriving here, and to improve the 
physical and sanitary conditions of those who remain[ed] here permanently." As of 
April 1863 the Association reported that $1,830.42 had been received from northern 
sources, and of this total $1,452.52 had been expended for clothing, bedding sup
plies, food, fuel, medicines, and for the burial of contrabands. The society also had 
employed two matrons to nurse sickly freedmen at the contraband quarters. These 
women gave "unselfish and disinterested" service in the care of the freedmen af
flicted with smallpox. 16 

The voluntary relief associations also cooperated with the federal government in 
registering the newly-arrived freedmen. The office of the Superintendent of Con
trabands and the benevolent societies of the District enrolled almost five thousand 
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contrabands between June 1862 to April 1863. Several hundred had died in the 
District camp by the end of this period, and more than one thousand blacks still re
mained in the freedmen's quarters. The majority of those left in qmp were too 
young or old for employment. In Alexandria, during the same period about eight 
hundred contrabands died while in the care of the federal government and 
benevolent societies. 17 

Like the free blacks of the District of Columbia of the antebellum period, the 
contrabands of 1863 made significant contributions to the health and the economy 
of the area. In the summer of 1863, the federal government used freedmen labor to 
farm nearby Virginia plantations which provided vegetables for many of the area's 
military hospitals. About nine hundred contrabands lived and worked on abandon
ed rebel plantations near Arlington, Virginia. 18 

As the war progressed, the free black community of Washington continued its 
work on behalf of the freedmen. The American Freedmen's Inquiry Commission in 
its June 1863 report found little evidence of vagrancy and indigency among the con
trabands found living in the District. In the commission's opinion only the aged, the 
disabled, and the young required relief, and many of them received it from the free 
blacks of the District for reducing the number of contrabands supported by the 
federal government. In 1863, the Contraband Relief Association received $838.68 
from charitable sources, and it spent $667 .39 for clothing, food, fuel, and the burial 
of destitute contrabands. 19 

As in the previous winter, smallpox broke out among the contrabands in the 
winter of 1863-1864. This epidemic, however, quickly attracted the attention of the 
public, and the authorities took effective measures to check the outbreak. The 
public health officials of the District and the medical officers of the office of the 
Superintendent of Contrabands gave free smallpox vaccinations to the freedmen, 
thus reducing the non-immune population. The municipal authorities empowered 
the police to arrest persons suspected of having the disease and transport them to the 
smallpox hospital. Blacks, however, often were forced to obtain medical care at the 
contraband hospital or in their homes, since the officials of the Kalorama Hospital 
for Eruptive Diseases in Washington City occasionally forbade their admittance. 20 

In December 1863, the War Department instructed the Quartermaster of the 
District to relocate the contrabands of the Washington area to camps south of the 
Potomac River where they were to work as laborers on farms near Arlington. The 
War Department's directive applied not only to those freedmen in the charge of the 
Quartermaster's Department, but it also included any contrabands receiving partial
ly or full relief from any agency of the federal government. Around the last week of 
December, the Quartermaster of the District began construction of fifty houses to 
accommodate laborers. The War Department also ordered that the freedmen's 
quarters in Alexandria be demolished, and their residents moved to "Greene 
Heights " as soon as housing was available. 21 
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The War Department left no record as to why it decided to close down the con
traband camps in the District and Alexandria. Perhaps, it had chosen to move the 
freedmen away from the unsanitary cc,nditions of urban Washington to a healthier 
rural setting as a matter of both benevolence and self-interest. Whatever the reason, 
during 1864 the federal government shut down Camp Barker which had served as 
the primary contraband barrack in the District. It moved the inhabitants to 
Freedmen's Village located near Arlington. After the breakup of Camp Barker, the 
Freedmen and Soldiers' Association, a black benevolent society, enlarged its ac
tivities to include "those [freedmen] in and around the city." This society, in its 
1864 annual report, stated it had .received $1,228.43, of which $965 . 74 was expended 
for clothing, food, fuel, shelters, medicines, and the burial of the dead among the 
destitute contrabands and the relatives of black soldiers. 22 

Although the federal government moved the freedmen to new quarters in 1864, 
the contrabands under its supervision still suffered considerable sickness and death. 
Captain J.M. Moore, of the Quartermaster's Department, from December 3, 1863 
to July I, 1864, filled death certificates for 1,062 contrabands in the Washington 
area. Unfortunately, Moore did not record the causes of death. Moreover, there is 
no evidence of any excessive mortality from epidemic diseases which suggests that 
the chief causes were diarrhea, dysentery, pneumonia, and tuberculosis. Perhaps, 
the relocation of the contrabands during the winter months to unfinished dwellings 
h.ad helped to debilitate many of them so that perennial and respiratory illnesses 
caused considerable mortality. 23 

The declining number of civilian physicians in Washington during this period 
hindered the federal government's efforts to acquire contract practitioners to treat 
the ailing freedmen. Many physicians of the Washington area had enlisted or had 
been conscripted into the military. To complicate matters further, the federal 
government already employed many of the remaining doctors at the District's 
military hospitals. Hence, in the early months of 1864 the health of blacks 
deteriorated as more contrabands moved into the Washington area. 24 

From July 1864 to the establishment of the Freedmen's Bureau in May 1865, 
Surgeon Caleb W. Horner, later the chief medical officer of the Bureau, supervised 
the care and hospitalization of almost seven thousand contrabands. Horner left no 
record of the exact number of doctors under his charge nor whether his office pro
vided outpatient care, but by the month of May 1865 the physical condition of the 
freedmen had improved. When the medical staff of the Freedmen's Bureau took 
over in May 1865 the care of ailing freedmen, the contrabands of the District area 
continued to receive as good medical attention as was formerly provided by the of
fice of the Superintendent of Contrabands from July 1864 to May 1865. 25 
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MARCHING FOR JUSTICE: AN EXAMINATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE'S 1979 PROTEST MARCHES 

IN CHESTER, SOUTH CAROLINA 

J. Edward Lee 

During the autumn of 1979, the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) coordinated a series of protest marches in Chester, South Carolina, a city 
with a majority black population. Initially, these demonstrations focused on the 
mysterious death of an eighteen-year-old black man, Mickey McClinton. Before the 
end of the year, however, the SCLC's efforts in the area expanded into a direct 
assault on the county's political system. With a county council, a city council, and a 
school board comprised of only white members, Chester's political system endured 
scathing attacks from the SCLC and that civil rights organization's local unit, the 
Chester Movement For Justice. 

Elected to the Chester City Council in May 1979, I played a minor role in the 
acrimonious confrontation between the SCLC and the city council, a governmental 
body which boasted no minority members. As a participant in the swirling events of 
1979, I contend that the lack of any minority representation in the Chester City 
Council certainly fueled the tensions of that period. Blacks frustrated with a closed 
political system used the vehicle of Mickey McClinton's death to focus public atten
tion on a stifling political climate. "Marching For Justice" is an attempt to examine 
thi°s unfair political system's role in fueling the racial tensions of 1979. 1 

The battered body of eighteen-year-old Mickey McClinton was discovered along 
a rural highway at 12:34 a.m. on 11 May 1979 by textile mill employees returning to 
their homes from work. Chester County Sheriff Bobby Orr stated that the boy's 
death was the result of a hit-and-run accident. The Rock Hill, S. C., Evenging 
Herald reported that the sheriff observed that it appeared the youth "had been hit 
by a car and thrown under its wheels. " 2 Investigating the accident at the scene, 
County Coroner 0. L. Stroud, Jr., agreed with the sheriff's assessment of the cause 
of death. An autopsy performed at the Chester County Hospital by Dr. Edwin C. 
Hentz confirmed the death as one apparently caused by a hit-and-run driver. 3 

To many citizens, the death of Mickey McClinton appeared to be merely the un
fortunate demise of a young black male at the hands of an anonymous reckless 
driver. Following publication of a standard obituary notice in area newsp~pers, no 
further mention of McClinton appeared in the local media until late August. As the 
late mayor of Chester, James T. Funderburk, remembered, "I think I speak for 
most of us when I say that I didn't think much about Mickey McClinton until the 
jolt which occurred late that summer. " 4 

That "jolt" came in the form of two out-of-area publications which labeled Mc
Clinton's death a racially-motivated slaying. According to articles printed in the 
Charleston, S. C., Chronicle and the Chicago, Illinois, Revolutionary Worker, Mc-

15 
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Clinton suffered a lynching and castration prior to his death. These sources claimed 
the youth's slaying came as punishment for dating a white former classmate. 5 

With these rumors being widely circulated in the black community, Sheriff Bob
by Orr held a news conference on 17 August 1979 to refute the allegations raised by 
the two previously-mentioned publications. Attempting to debunk the rumors pro
moted by the two tabloids, Orr commented, "No one had anything against Mickey 
McClinton. Everybody liked him. " 6 Providing those who attended the news con
ference with copies of photos of McClinton's corpse, the sheriff asserted that no 
rope marks were evident. Furthermore, the law enforcement chief noted that the 
photos dispelled rumors of castration or mutilation. Orr added, "You can see from 
the autopsy pictures that he was not castrated. " 1 

Despite Orr's convincing news conference presentation, rumors continued to 
focus on the allegation that McClinton's death came at the hands of vengeful whites 
angry at the black youth's dating relationship with a white high school student. The 
charges of lynching and castration were fueled futher by charges of a continuing 
cover-up of the truth by conspiring law enforcement officials. Sheriff Orr remained 
steadfast in his position that Mickey McClinton died alone, killed on a rural 
highway by a hit-and-run driver. 8 In the black community, there were unanswered 
questions and lingering doubts which would soon call for the assistance of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 

Called to Chester by Mickey McClinton's mother, Patricia Poag, the SCLC's 
Field Secretary Golden Frinks, asserted prior to his arrival in town that "If this was 
a hit-and-run, we want the hit-and-run man. But if he was killed through some sort 
of hanky-panky, we want that to come out." As he prepared in September 1979 to 
come to Chester, the long-time civil rights activist pledged to conduct his activities 
nonviolently. 9 

Speaking before a heavily attended church meeting of Chester County blacks on 
23 September 1979, Frinks promised the three hundred citizens present that "The 
only thing I'm here for is to find out the truth." 10 He urged the creation of a 
"Chester Movement For Justice" which would prod local and state officials to in
tensify their investigation into the circumstances surrounding McClinton's death. 
This local protest organization, according to Frinks, would pursue its objective 
''legally, nonviolently, and religiously.'' 11 

Commenting on McClinton's demise, Frinks said that the youth "may have been 
lured out of his house that night, killed, and then taken to where they found him." 
Attending this meeting, McClinton's family professed no knowledge of why the 
youth left home on the night of his death. McClinton's thirty-four-year-old mother 
told the group, "We heard that his tongue had been cut out and that he had been 
castrated.'' 1 2 



Marching For Justice: An Examination of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference's 1979 Protest Marches 

In Chester, South Carolina 

17 

Accompanied at this meeting by the Reverend Fred B. Taylor, director of 
SCLC's Atlanta Chapter, Frinks contended that exhumation of McClinton's body 
and another autopsy would prove that mutilation had occurred. 13 Assailing law en
forcement officials' defense of the hit-and-run cause of death, Taylor rhetorically 
asked, "Is this just a nice way of cutting it off and forgetting about it?" 14 

Maintaining his initial assessment of McClinton's death, Coroner Stroud com
mented after the 23 September me.eting that the youth had "died of multiple head 
and chest injuries.'' Stroud cited Dr. Hentz's autopsy report as evidence of the con
tention that the death should be termed accidental in nature. Saying that exhuma
tion of McClinton's body could resolve the controversy, the coroner volunteered, 
"We would dig him up at county expense providing Mr. Frinks would be there to 
observe the body.'' 15 

As the 23 September 1979 meeting of blacks ended, one unidentified person in 
attendance ominoulsy observed, "I hope they can get to the bottom of this real fast. 
It doesn't take much to tear a community apart." 16 In the opinion of Golden Frinks, 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, and the Chester Movement For 
Justice, the "bottom" could not be reached until the community's blacks were 
mobilized for a march for justice. 

On the morning of 26 September 1979, a representative of the SCLC and the 
Chester Movement For Justice appeared before the Chester City Council, the 
governmental unit authorized to grant or deny parade (march) requests. Initial 
discussion during this meeting centered on the requirements of the section of the 
Chester City Code which dictates thr procedure for granting permission for parades 
within the city limits. Applicants for such permits are required by this ordinance to 
file a written request with the coucil. This application must include the time of 
parade, the city streets to be used by parade participants, the number of par
ticipants, and the purpose of the parade. 11 

A thorough analysis of the unedited tape recording of this meeting reveals that 
Beauregard King, leader of the Chester Movement For Justice, informed the council 
that the applicants wished to "invite attention to injustices." To focus public atten
tion on these unspecified "injustices," King, Chester resident Richard Cunningham, 
and the SCLC's Golden Frinks filed this parade application with the council. 

The only member of the Chester Movement For Justice present at this council 
session, King asked that the group be permitted to march into the city limits at 12 
noon on Saturday, 29 September 1979. Upon entering the city, the parade par
ticipants, estimated by King to number 1,000, would proceed to the city's Con
federate War Monument, a massive structure located in the town square. After a 
brief rally, the marchers would proceed to the Chester County Court House for 
remarks by SCLC officials. 
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Encountering opposition to his parade request, King angrily commented, "You 
give other people permission for parades." Stung by this reference to the city's an
nual Christmas Parade, an event sponsored by the town's merchants, Councilman 
Walker Bridges observed "The Christmas Parade is Chester's parade." King 
retorted, "We, too, are citizens of Chester." 18 

Interestingly, King informed the council that Chester's black population was 
"economically afraid." The spokesman elaborated by explaining, "We have to have 
something done from the outside." Thus, an "economically afraid" segment of the 
population had solicited the "outside" assistance of the SCLC and Golden Frinks. 

After deliberating, the council granted the Chester Movement For Justice per
mission for a march. As the council session headed toward adjournment, Coun
cilman William Cranford expressed the opinion, "I, personally, hope it comes a 
lightening storm or a downpour of rain, so no one can march." Agreeing with the 
councilman's sentiments, Mayor Funderburk suggested, "You know, the power of 
prayer is a mighty thing." 

Curiously, that morning meeting of the all-white Chester City Council contained 
no direct reference to the slain Mickey McClinton. Neither King nor any council 
member made any statements about the youth. ' 9 As the marchers made their way in
to the city that Saturday, however, the name and memory of eighteen-year-old 
Mickey McClinton would be invoked time and time again. 

Following a seven-mile trek from the spot where Mickey McClinton's mangled 
body had been discovered to the center of Chester, 1,000 protesters massed on the ci
ty's courthouse lawn to hear the SCLC's Golden Frinks chant, "I am somebody. I 
may be poor, but I am somebody." 20 

Mounting the courthouse's steps, the Reverend Joseph E. Lowery, President of 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, prepared to deliver remarks to the 
swelling crowd. Scanning the uplifted faces of his congregation and pointing to a 
symbolic draped coffin, Lowery shouted, "I am tired of holding services for black 
people who have died. Died not on their own, but as victims of a racist system. " 21 

Continuing his speech, Lowery warned "We are not going to sit down and let you 
kill our young people." Briefly shifting to the county's political environment, the 
SCLC's president urged those assembled to support candidates who could be 
trusted to defend justice vigorously. When casting their ballots, the protesters 
should vote for officials responsive to the needs of blacks. As Lowery advised the 
listeners, "We must stand together as brothers or we'll all fall down like fools." 22 

Listing the parties whom he considered to be the murderers of McClinton, 
Lowery accused, ''Those who have the authority to find out what, and when, and 
how, and why .... '' More specifically, Lowery pointed an accusatory finger at ''the 
highway patrol," "white business people," "the Kiwanis Club," and "the Rotary 
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Club." The speaker then used his other hand to indict "black folks who laugh when 
they're not tickled," and "blacks who have good minds but let white folks control 
them. " 23 

Calming his tone, Lowery acknowledged, "We can't bring Mickey back." The 
leader promised, "We won't have any more Mickeys in South Carolina. " 24 Curious
ly, Lowery alluded to the unsolved murders of other blacks in Chester. No explana
tion was offered by the activist for this serious charge, but he concluded his com
ments by sternly lecturing, "When they died, you didn't do anything, but now we 
have a new day in Chester. " 25 

Commenting on the town's "new day," an unidentified woman confided to a 
Charlotte Observer reporter, "I have yet to understand what the issue is." 26 The 
"issue," however, would be brought into sharp focus shortly. It went much further 
than the unfortunate death of Mickey Mcclinton. 

Permission for the exhumation of McClinton's body was granted to the youth's 
mother by the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control in 
early October. 21 This exhumation would not occur, however, until a SCLC
sponsored march for justice to the steps of the State Capitol. 

The purpose of a three-day, fifty-five-mile march from Chester to Columbia 
would be to urge South Carolina's governor, Richard W. Riley, and Attorney 
General Daniel McLeod, to expand the state's role in the investigation of Mickey 
McClinton's death. According to Golden Frinks, the march's participants would 
urge the governor to coordinate nor only the McClinton investigation but also to 
supervise the investigation into "all the mysterious deaths in Chester County and the 
City." 28 The civil rights leader failed to identify the specific "mysterious deaths" 
which he would bring to the attention of Governor Riley. 

Significantly, Frinks revealed that he possessed the names of three persons whom 
he considered to have been involved in McClinton's demise. The activist stated that 
Sheriff Orr knew of the culpability of these people, and "He is involved in aiding, 
abetting, and comforting criminals. " 29 Orr did not respond to this serious accusa
tion leveled by Frinks. Rather, the law enforcement chief stood by his earlier claim 
that McClinton's death came as a result of a hit-and-run accident. 30 

With the trek to Columbia scheduled for the weekend of 12-14 October, extra 
agents of the State Law Enforcement Division (SLED) were assigned to Chester. 
Additionally, the State Attorney General's office displayed a growing interest in 
resolving the unanswered questions of the McClinton case. 3 ' 

Plans for the exhumation of McClinton's body became a center of controversy. 
Frinks urged a delay in exhumation until after the Columbia march. As the SCLC's 
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Fred Taylor, long active in the Chester protest, asserted, "We have our own time 
schedule for exhumation. " 32 Frinks agreed with his ally and promised that blacks 
would "lay down on the grave to prevent exhumation. " 33 

The exhumation was successfully delayed. Support for the SCLC's position 
came from Lieutenant Governor Nancy Stevenson who, commenting while Gover
nor Riley was briefly out of state, noted that McClinton's mother opposed a speedy 
exhumation. The lieutenant goyernor explained, "I have urged the Attorney 
General's office to comply with this request made in the interest of a grieving 
mother. " 34 

As the protesters on the morning of 12 October prepared to embark on their 
fifty-five-mile march to Columbia, Golden Frinks boasted, "Chester, South 
Carolina, will never be the same after today." 35 Standing with Frinks as the mar
chers headed southward, the Reverend Ralph David Abernathy, president emeritus 
of the SCLC, warned, "It isn't safe for a black young man to have to grow up in 
America today. " 36 

Governor Riley agreed to meet with a small representative group of protesters 
upon their arrival in Columbia. 37 Viewed as a positive gesture, the governor's pledge 
to meet with the group produced praise from Frinks. The civil rights leader com
mented, "We must respect what he says. " 38 

With a three-page list of demands, a dozen marchers conferred with Riley for 
one and a half hours on 14 October. These demands went far beyond the issue of 
Mickey McClinton's death. 39 Among these grievances were requests for a special 
prosecutor to investigate the McClinton case, for all the state's coroners to be 
medical examiners, for expansion of the public school system's breakfast program, 
for increased unemployment assistance for blacks, for a restructuring of the state's 
penal system, and for an expanded state-financed housing program. Importantly, 
the marchers urged the governor to proclaim Chester County's political system in
valid and discriminatory. 40 

Refusing comment on any grievances except those relevant to the McClinton 
death, Riley declared his commitment to protecting equality and justice in the state. 
The governor said he wanted ''to tell people that the state sees to it that the system is 
right and fair, that no one receives second-rate justice. " 41 Reporting the results of 
the meeting with Governor Riley to 2,000 people assembled on the state house lawn, 
Frinks boasted, ''This day shall change South Carolina.'' Less enthusiastically, the 
SCLC's Fred Taylor accused the governor of "dropping his feet on the McClinton 
investigation.' ' 42 

Following the Columbia march, the exhumation of Mickey McClinton occupied 
center stage. With exhumation scheduled for 6 a.m. on 19 October, Frinks 
backtracked in his long-held contention that the youth had suffered a lynching and 



Marching For Justice: An Examination of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference's 1979 Protest Marches 

In Chester, South Carolina 

21 

castration prior to death. On 17 October, the civil rights leader said that Mcclinton 
"was not castrated but he was murdered. " 43 Apologetically, Frinks rationalized his 
use of the castration allegation by explaining, "I used the castration rumor two or 
three times as motivation. " 44 

Approximately sixty people witnessed the early morning exhumation of Mickey 
McClinton. As the coffin rose from the grave, Golden Frinks assailed Governor 
Riley for being a "cool, collected politician not to be trusted. " 45 Perhaps Sheriff 
Orr, long the target of the protesters' rhetoric summed up the mood of many of 
those present when he noted, "I have my own private prayers that the Lord will 
forgive us for doing things like this. " 46 

Frinks and the Chester Movement For Justice rec~ived a shattering blow with the 
revelation the following day that a second autopsy, conducted at the Medical 
University of South Carolina, confirmed the findings of the initial autopsy. 
Significantly, the second autopsy found no evidence of castration, lynching, or 
mutilation. 47 

A searing editorial in the Rock Hill Evening Herald was headlined '' A Cause 
Vanishes." 48 Similarly, the Chester News and Reporter editorialized, "The second 
autopsy, conducted in an aura of public concern and on orders of the state, should 
clear the air of all the accusations and insinuations. " 49 

The "air" would not clear, however, as Frinks labeled the autopsy "lousy." 
Ominously, the civil rights veteran threatened "to persuade national staff members 
to come into Chester and maybe we~ll have a national march into this city in about 
two weeks. " 50 

By the time of the exhumation of Mickey McClinton, the issue of controversy no 
longer focused on whether or not the youth had been castrated. By late October 
1979, McClinton's unfortunate demise had been joined by other far-reaching 
political and social inequities perceived by Chester blacks. Thus, Mickey McClinton 
became a rallying point, a symbol for those blacks who wished to marshall the sup
port of their fellow blacks to bring about change in the community. Therefore, 
blacks responded in large numbers when Beauregard King called for renewed protest 
demonstrations by saying, "County officials know who killed McClinton - I'll make 
that point-blank statement." 51 Missing the meaning of such widely heeded calls for 
renewed protest demonstrations, Chester's whites prepared themselves for marches 
whicht.hey could not comprehend. 

Receiving a request from the Chester Movement For Justice for permission to 
stage a protest march into the City of Chester on 3 November 1979, the Chester City 
Council met in special session on 1 November. In the parade application, the pur
pose of this march was "to call attention to bringing the killers of Mickey McClin-
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ton to justice. " 52 A confidential memor~mdum concerning this parade application 
was distributed to council members by the mayor prior to the 1 November special 
council meeting. Mayor Funderburk urged the council to restrict the marchers' ac
cess to city streets. 53 

Opening the meeting with prayer, Mayor Funderburk asked God to ''guide us in 
this time of trouble in our community that the issue may be resolved." After dic
tating a parade route, the council discussed a written request from the Chester 
Movement For Justice for permission to use a loudspeaker system to solicit support 
for the march. Through an error, the movement's request contained the clause "the 
loudspeaker will be used outside the city limits." Noting the city council's lack of 
jurisdiction outside the city's boundaries, the mayor urged that no action be taken 
on the request. Asking permission to address the council, movement member the 
Reverend Bill Stringfellow stressed that the loudspeaker would be used by himself 
and Golden Frinks inside the city limits. Quic)dy, Councilman Heyward Doster con
cluded, "We don't have anything to do with outside the city limits." The meeting 
adjourned without any action being taken on Stringfellow's request concerning the 
loudspeaker. 54 

Thus, a minor typographical error on the application (i.e., "outside" city limits) 
was used to deny the movement permission to use the loudspeaker. The parade itself 
gained council approval, but the movement's representatives left the 1 November 
council session angry at the heavyhanded lack of consideration over a relatively 
minor request. Apparently, "the issue" to which the mayor referred in his opening 
prayer would neither be soon understood nor resolved. 

Significantly, the 3 November protest march featured placard-carrying members 
of Greensboro, North Carolina's Communist Workers Party. With the appearance 
of communists, the SCLC lost local supporters. Among the local casualties, retired 
army veteran and Chester Movement For Justice leader Beauregard King vowed, "I 
can't support nothing communist. " 55 Resigning from the movement, King lam
basted Sheriff Orr and remarked, "Orr is either afraid to arrest somebody or is 
covering McClinton's death up. " 56 The SCLC's Golden Frinks bid King goodby and 
boasted, "It wouldn't be hard to replace King if he quits. " 57 

The appearance of communists on the streets of Chester polarized the town. As 
journalist Jack Bass theorizes, some white southerners tend to blame "outside" 
forces for promoting social and political friction. Bass explains that some whites 
angrily contend that ''the outside launched the black revolution.'' In Chester, ''the 
outside" (i.e., communists) produced a consolidation of white opposition to the 
continuing presence of the SCLC in the community. 58 

A communist spokesman at the 3 November march and rally shouted, "This bat
tle in Chester is preparing us for the future. We have to tear down the whole system 
and start all over again." 59 Ironically, as the words of the "outsider" echoed in 
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Chester, four of the speaker's comrades lay dying in Greensboro's streets, shot dur
ing a "Death To The Klan" rally. 

Frinks' 3 November rhetoric focused on the results of the recently completed se
cond autopsy of the slain Mickey McClinton. Calling for a third autopsy, the 
SCLC's representative retreated to his previou~ly articulated position that the youth 
had been murdered for dating a white girl. Saying he possessed photographic proof 
of such a dating relationship, Frinks failed to supply the public with this evidence. 
Instead, Frinks urged blacks to enact an economic boycott of white-owned business 
establishments and to ''stop coming up here spending your money.'' Pointing to the 
court house behind him, Frinks alleged, "The Klan is in there, with the black robes 
on. "60 

Even though many citizens believed the movement's original premise (i.e., the 
lynching/castration of McClinton) to be discredited now, the SCLC's Fred Taylor 
pledged that the organization would remain in Chester County ''till we get to the 
bottom of it." Defending Frinks, Taylor noted, "Whatever is wrong in South 
Carolina, the SCLC did not bring it here. " 61 Perhaps the most succinct analysis of 
the continuing strength of the SCLC in the area despite the results of the second 
autopsy was offered by South Carolina Human Affairs Commissioner James 
Clyburn. Although critical of the SCLC's tactics, Clyburn warned, "Something is 
wrong in Chester County.' ' 62 

On 6 November, the Rock Hill Evening Herald boldly headlined "Enough! 
Chester Mayor Blasts Frinks." The mayor's front page statements lambasted 
Frinks' tactics and criticized the presence in the community of SCLC - invited "out
siders" (i.e., communists). 63 Following publication of this article, a similar press 
release appeared in the 7 November issue of the Chester News and Reporter. 64 

In the mayor's second public statement, he stress·ed that he hoped his announce
ment would "be the end of outsiders interfering in Chester." Funderburk said 
Frinks "seeks division and hate." Furthermore, the mayor reasoned that "if Frinks 
is not a communist, his actions certainly indicate his endorsement of communist ac
tivities and tactics." Ominously, publication of this ill-timed announcement carried 
the notation that Frinks had applied for a weekend march for justice scheduled for 
11 November 1979, Veteran's Day. 65 

To many white citizens, an editorial cartoon which appeared in the 9 November 
edition of a local newspaper correctly gauged sentiment. This cartoon depicted the 
flamboyant Golden Frinks comfortably sitting in the company of Richard Nixon, 
Joseph Goebbels, Joseph McCarthy, and Peter and the Wolf. In the cartoon, Nixon 
introduced Frinks as "our newest member. " 66 The somewhat unfair cartoon ac
curately reflected the opinion of many Chester residents as the community braced 
itself for a confrontation between the SCLC-directed Chester Movement For Justice 
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and the all-white Chester City Council. 

Meeting in an unannounced session on Friday, 9 November 1979, the city council 
considered a request from Golden Frinks for permission to stage a protest march in
to the city on Veteran's Day. As the meeting began, the mayor prayed for divine 
guidance of a council "with trouble on our hands." In addition to all members of ci
ty council present for this meeting were South Carolina Assistant Attorney General 
Andy Savage, State Law Enforcement Division Chief J. P. Strom, Sheriff Bobby 
Orr, and City Police Chief Lawrence Strait. 67 

Suspecting that the council would deny Frinks' parade request, Assistant At
torney General Savage reminded the council members that denial of the march re
quest required a "valid reason that can be upheld in the courts." Savage observed, 
"We are going to have a confrontation here Sunday afternoon." Advising the coun
cil that denying Frinks' request on the rationale that the court house had previously 
been reserved for Veteran's Day ceremonies would be "solid legal grounds. " 68 

With the county, city, and state law enforcement officials pledging their depart
ments' willingness to assist the town, the council unanimously rejected Frinks' 
parade request. As the council members left the council chambers, Mayor Funder
burk noted, "Legally, we have to meet again in the morning. " 69 Thus, at 9 a.m. on 
10 November, the Chester City Council met briefly to ratify officially the decision 
made the previous afternoon. One councilman sternly observed, "I speak for myself 
and nobody else ... for these outsiders, to hell with them." Another council member 
reminded those in attendance that "I fought communism in World War II with the 
U. S. Marine Corps. " 70 

Without further discussion, the council unanimously rejected Frinks' parade re
quest. Dictating a letter to Frinks, the mayor said the proposed route of the Chester 
Movement For Justice would conflict with Veteran's Day ceremonies and "a disrup
tive consequence is likely to occur." Funderburk noted that a march that Sunday 
would "endanger the peace and tranquility of the community." 11 The town's 
''peace and tranquility'' would be punctured the following afternoon as Golden 
Frinks and a determined band of supporters headed into town, parading without a 
permit. 

One national newspaper estimated that 400 law enforcement personnel were 
assembled to prevent the marchers from entering the city limits. 12 According to 
another news media account, twenty local police officers, 250 state policemen, and 
100 national guardsmen prepared to greet the forty-four blacks as the protesters 
crossed into the city. Amazingly, the national guardsmen were heavily armed with 
M-16 automatic rifles and gas masks. 73 

As a downpour of rain occurred, City Police Chief Lawrence Strait used a 
bullhorn to warn, ''You are acting in violation of the law.'' The marchers briefly 
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hesitated. With the chanting Golden Frinks in the forefront, the drenched marchers 
opted to continue their trek into the city. 74 

The SCLC's Golden Frinks was the first of the group to be arrested for parading 
without a permit. Holding a clinched fist above his head, the civil rights leader was 
ushered from the scene by a black policeman to a waiting, barred State Department 
of Corrections bus. As other arrests quickly occurred, notably absent were most of 
the local leaders of the Chester Movement For Justice. Among the forty-four in
dividuals arrested that afternoon were Frinks, the SCLC's Fred Taylor, the 
Reverend Bill Stringfellow, and the mother of Mickey McClinton. 75 

Meeting the night following the arrests, the city council announced that it had 
just received a request from the SCLC and the Chester Movement For Justice to 
stage a weekend march on 17 November. Rejecting the request, the council noted 
that the parade application, submitted by Golden Frinks and local activist Bill Str
ingfellow failed to outline the time of the march, the number of participants, or the 
parade's purpose. 76 

When the state attorney general urged the council to reverse itself, the council 
reluctantly relented and permitted a march on 18 November. During this protest, 
Frinks focused on the county's political and economic structure. He made only brief 
comments about Mickey McClinton. 77 

The following week, the attorney general's office once again intervened to per
suade the council to allow a march scheduled for 1 December. As Assistant Attorney 
General Andy Savage emphasized, "You cannot arbitrarily deny a parade permit, 
no matter how unpopular the cause is." Under intense questioning from the council, 
Savage lectured, ''You cannot deny any group a permit unless there is a clear and 
present danger, an imminent threat...to the welfare of the community." 18 

"Clear and present danger" surfaced, however, when on 5 December 1979 the 
council received two conflicting parade applications. The first request came from 
representatives of the Invisible Empire of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. This ap
plication stated that the purpose of the Ku Klux Klan march was ''to protest against 
Frinks and other outsiders interfering in Chester.'' The other parade request was 
from the Chester Movement For Justice. Curiously, the routes mentioned by both 
groups of applicants overlapped. " 79 

Discussing rerouting the Chester Movement For Justice's parade request, the 
council on 5 December debated several proposals for alternate routes for the 8 
December march. During this debate, the mayor stated, "I dislike giving into this 
hoodlum bunch (i.e., SCLC)." Furthermore, Funderburk observed, "They are de
fying law and order." More conciliatory, Councilman Jesse Grant urged, "Let's 
meet them halfway." Heatedly, Councilman William Cranford countered, "That's 
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our problem ... meeting them too damn much halfway." Ruefully, Councilman 
Walker Bridges lamented, "It's affecting downtown business. " 80 

As the session headed toward a decision, the council discussed the future of the 
SCLC's efforts in Chester. Councilman Grant revealed that he had been informed 
the movement was preparing to end its marching activities and ''concentrate on 
registering blacks to vote." Council member Emmett Brunson urged the council to 
enact a moratorium on future marches by the Chester Movement For Justice. When 
reminded that the assistant attorrtey general opposed such a restrictive measure, the 
frustrated councilman said, "It's time that we did something and let them prove we 
can't. " 81 

The Ku Klux Klan received approval of its march request while the Chester 
Movement For Justice received council sanction after a route change was designated 
by council members. Remarkably, both groups cancelled their weekend protests. As 
a Klan leader explained, "We don't want people hurt just because we're holding a 
rally. " 82 For the SCLC, there was an indication that interest was lessening in the 
organization's three-month-old fruitless campaign to find the murderer of Mickey 
McClinton. 83 

There would be one more protest by the Chester Movement For Justice. On 16 
December, 100 marchers massed on the court house lawn to hear Golden Frinks 
assail the county's political leaders. Disbursing, the protesters filed past Second 
Wilson Baptist Church, a black church which had withdrawn its support of the 
SCLC when communists joined the protest movement. A sign proclaiming "No 
Trespassing - To Marches" expressed the congregation's viewpoint. 84 

Later that night, the sanctuary of Second Wilson Baptist Church was engulfed 
by flames. Twenty-eight-year-old Joe Louis Lee, one of the members of the Chester 
Movement For Justice arrested during the Veteran's Day march, was arrested on 20 
January 1980 by police for firebombing Second Wilson Baptist Church. 85 On 29 
January, another movement member, Patricia Mack Campbell, was arrested for 
assisting Lee with the church's December firebombing. 86 Curiously, at his trial, Lee 
revealed that following the 16 December march, someone had suggested, "If we 
can't use the church, nobody else should. " 87 

With the sobering spectacle of the charred church sanctuary, the community 
sought to heal its wounds. A February 1980 fundraiser netted $20,000 to rebuild the 
church. One of the organizers of the bi-racial fundraising campaign, Ms. Bessie Var
tis, termed the successful effort "the most beautiful thing I've ever seen in my whole 
life. " 88 The city council created a Community Relations Committee as a forum for 
racial concerns. One of the committee's members was the former chairman of the 
Chester Movement For Justice, Beauregard King. 89 

During the early days of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference's 



Marching For Justice: An Examination of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference's 1979 Protest Marches 

In Chester, South Carolina 

27 

presence in Chester, S. C., The State newspaper editorialized that the racial unrest in 
the community was "symptomatic of a much deeper racial tension in the county 
than the death of Mickey McClinton provides. " 90 This newspaper accurately assess
ed the deeply rooted racial frustrations which used the demise of Mickey McClinton 
as a vehicle for calling statewide attention to far more serious injustices. 

A dismal lack of political representation for black citizens on the county council, 
the city council, and the school board contributed to a feeling of powerlessness 
throughout the black community. Seizing upon the death of a black youth, a sizable 
number of Chester blacks, welded into a protest organization by the shrewd Golden 
Frinks, sensed a means to express outrage at their political importance. Even when 
the rumors of lynching and castration evaporated, scores of marchers continued to 
take to the streets in protest. As the white political elite became rigid and shouted 
"enough," the SCLC worked to marshall sufficient support to question social, 
political, and economic conditions endured by Chester's blacks. 

There was no black voice to be heard in any of the county's governmental 
assemblies during the autumn of 1979. There was no black voice to explain to office 
holders the real meaning of the death of Mickey McClinton and the subsequent pro
test marches. There was no black voice to reason with white politicians about the 
frustrations of economically stagnant blacks. Unfortunately, the problem which at
tracted the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and Golden Frinks to this 
community in the autumn of 1979 has not been rectified. In elections held in 1980 
and 1982, blacks failed in their efforts to secure any political representation on the 
county's council and school board. Possessing numerical majorities in the popula
tion of the City of Chester, blacks unsuccessfully competed in city council elections 
in 1981 and 1983. Without fair access for blacks to the levers of political power, the 
potential remains in Chester, South Carolina, for another march for justice. 

'This work is a condensed version of a M.A. thesis written in 1983 by J. Edward Lee. He received his 
B.A. degree in History and Political Science from Presbyterian College and his M.A. degree in American 
History from Winthrop College. Presently, Lee is a doctoral student at the University of South Carolina 
where he is a teaching assistant. 
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NATURE AND NOSTALGIA: JOHN BURROUGHS'S 
ALTERNATIVE TO MODERN AMERICA 

William E. Leverette, Jr. 

The most versatile President of the United States after Thomas Jefferson 
dedicated one of his books, Outdoor Pastimes of An American Hunter (1905), to 
"Dear Oom John," and phrased his sentiment: "It is a good thing for our people 
that you have lived." The recipient of this accolade from Theodore Roosevelt was 
John Burroughs, who recorded in his journal upon hearing of Roosevelt's death: 

What a center of energy he was in our affairs. He elevated the 
standard of business and political morals for the whole coun
try, and intensified the patriotism of every one of us. His 
Americanism charged the very marrow of his bones. 

Pure act had joined serene simplicity on the field of nature. The historian, noting the 
congruence of such disparate forces, can only remark wistfully upon the values that 
moved an age long gone by. Unmistakably American, both preacher and practi
tioner of the hoary ideal of plain living and high thinking close to Mother Earth, 
John Burroughs was the most beloved of those nature writers around 1900 whose 
essays and books persuaded over-urbanized Americans to go outdoors to imbibe the 
pure and simple elixers of nature. In appealing to middle-class readers to seek 
resuscitation and self-culture by renewing contact with nature, Burroughs followed 
in the tradition of Emerson and Thoreau. He thus proposed individual rather than 
institutional alternatives to the vast problems of the urban-industrial American 
society then emerging painfully into modernity. 1 

Burroughs was born in 1837 on a hardscrabble farm in upstate New York, near 
Roxbury, o-n the edge of the Catskills. The family homestead, an "unpainted, 
weather-worn farmhouse," was nestled in not always gentle hills whose fields were 
criss-crossed by rock walls which testified to the labor which had gone into clearing 
them for agricultural purposes. From a "long line of farmers and country 
dwellers,'' Burroughs proved to be the only member of his family with literary 
talents, almost indeed the only educated member. His devout "old school" Baptist 
father read the Bible and little else, but he passed on to Burroughs a sense of abiding 
religious significance which in the son's thinking endowed nature with divinity. Bur
roughs's early admiration for Emerson further crystallized his Transcendental view 
of nature. Burroughs's mother was the parent who introduced the seventh of her ten 
children to the aesthetic joys of nature, on berry-picking expeditions. Her purpose 
was not primarily aesthetic education, as the family life centered on hard work, 
thrift, and the other simple virtues which dominated the existence of so many rural 
American families in the nineteenth century. Burroughs's death in 1921, at the open
ing of a decade usually reputed to be the quintessence of modernity and 
sophisticated rejection of traditional America, may be just an accident of 
chronology but, for the student of social and intellectual trends, the coincidence is 
irresistible. 2 
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One recalls that Henry Adams was born in 1838, died in 1918, and achieved a 
posthumous fame in the 1920s limited to the esoteric who were obsessed with the 
decline of civilization. Burroughs was popular with a much wider and more mun
dane reading public who loved and honored him as a living symbol of the classic 
American virtues which could withstand the corruptions of modern civilization. 
That he spoke and wrote in praise of the rural virtues of hard work and simple living 
in a time of the rapid changes accompanying industrialism and urbanism explains 
the nostalgic appeal Burroughs's life style and writing had for a growing middle
class reading audience. But Burroughs did more. At the crest of the Back-to-Nature 
movement, he led thousands to see, hear, and feel the sweet sights, sounds, and 
rhythms of the domesticated natural environment they believed essential to the na
tional tradition. The humble things of nature, he taught, could still be the source of 
simple enjoyment, sound values and spiritual renewal. The message and public ap
peal of John Burroughs may be more instructive than the gloomy if intellectually 
more subtle ponderings of Henry Adams. That complex intellectual has been dealt 
with exhaustively; this essay attempts to suggest the impact of John Burroughs in the 
decades around the turn of the century. 3 

Burroughs was more popular to most readers than Thoreau, whose reputation 
was enjoying both a critical and popular revival at the same time, but whose reputa
tion for a cactus-prickly individualism tended to fend off the less sophisticated 
readers who wanted to snuggle up to their nature gurus. Dallas Sharp, a prominent 
progressive era nature writer with appeal to the harried suburbanite, found in Bur
roughs's writings certain qualities lacking in Thoreau--a normality, a sanity, a ripe 
and comfortable domesticity and a warmth for other human beings. "In none of our 
nature writers," Sharp proclaimed, "is the love of the earth more manifest than in 
John Burroughs." In granting Burroughs that encomium, Sharp himself was only 
repeating the almost national sentiment about the gentle naturalist, the feelings of 
all those who loved the "hardy gray poet of things rural," who lived and praised the 
simple life of the countryman. Burroughs was "riper and saner" than Thoreau, in
sisted Hamilton Wright Mabie, adding that it was a "very plain, simple, hardy life 
which we find in Burroughs's book." Mabie captured the Burroughs public per
sonality which combined the simple rural life and the comfortable view of nature 
that Americans in a modernizing age held so dear when he said that Burroughs was 
"born a countryman, and a countryman he remains, ... chiefly concerned with nature 
as a homemaker for man." Mabie, a literary critic and essayist on traditional values 
for such genteel journals as the Century and that encyclopaedic manual of middle
class virtue, the Ladies' Home Journal, especially esteemed Burroughs for living 
"nearer the soil." The venerated naturalist, Mabie wrote, "approaches nature, not 
with the stealthy step of the Indian, but with the easy air of a farm-bred boy who 
lays no claim to esoteric relations, ... because he was born to it [nature]. " 4 

Another Burroughs admirer observed that Burroughs was a "thorough-going 
countryman," who made his "living by tilling the soil, rather than by 
literature .... Money is a small temptation to him .... and he is not in pursuit of either 
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riches or fame." Only two years before Burroughs died, the Bookman declared that 
Burroughs was the "forerunner of a new dispensation ... of love of humanity and 
nature," who had lived with "all sincerity and simplicity." Burroughs was constant
ly praised for these same virtues in dozens of biographical and critical-sketches. He 
was always singled out as the writer who had taught thousands to appreciate the 
beauties of nature, especially the birds. His first noteworthy nature book, Wake
Robin (1871), while named for the spring wildflower, the Trilium, was about birds. 
In a chapter about Burroughs's way of life entitled "The Simple Life," one writer 
echoed the typical judgment: "he has given me new eyes with which to see, new ears 
with which to hear, and a new heart with which to love God's great out-of-doors." 
But Burroughs's simple life was not one of idleness, rather a pursuit of personal con
trol over his own time which he stressed as a value by which he avoided the stresses 
and artificiality of modernization. How much he escaped the American vice of hur
rying, and to what extent this escape was essential to his simple living, were ques
tions often discussed. Clifton Johnson noted that Burroughs farmed with his brains, 
not his hands, on his highly productive fruit farm on the Hudson. Therefore he had 
leisure for his "companionship" with wildlife, for the "rural loitering" which Bur
roughs described in his books. In his own statements about himself, Burroughs sup
ported such characterizations, insisting that despite his "loitering in the fields and 
woods," his contact with nature had made him a "saner, healthier, more contented 
man.'' 5 

From the last decade of the nineteeenth century until his death, Burroughs's 
rustic cabin and study, "Slabsides," a retreat on his farm overlooking the Hudson 
eighty-odd miles above New York City, became the object of a pilgrimage for 
thousands--writers and journalists, Vassar students and professors, assorted groups 
of birdwatchers, wildflower enthusiasts, financial magnates, and even politicians. 
President Theodore Roosevelt came, like the rest, seeking Burroughs's genial 
wisdom, human warmth, and abundant nature lore. 6 

Roosevelt invited himself, his wife Edith and son Ted to Slabsides in the summer 
of 1903, after the enormously successful camping trip he and Burroughs had taken 
in the previous spring to Yellowstone National Park, to observe the wildlife and 
compare notes on the habits of birds and other animals, subjects that kept their 
friendship warm. Clara Barrus, Burroughs's doctor, confidante, and worshipful 
Boswell of his last 20 odd years, gives a somewhat disingenuous account of the day, 
not that one suspects the accuracy of the facts but the artful telling. Burroughs per
suaded Edith and Teddy to take a short-cut along a steep trail from the main house, 
Riverby, to Slabsides. The woods were glorious and quiet, and they also avoided 
mosquitoes. Mrs. Roosevelt "gained the top easily." One wonders how much keep
ing up with her energetic husband inspired her strenuousness. Neighbors and friends 
who had also made the pilgrimage kept popping up to see the President, who was 
always gracious; the main meal was cooked by Burroughs in the fireplace, his off
spring preparing the vegetables, Mrs. Roosevelt offering to help shell the peas. 
When they walked on after the noon meal to Burroughs's son's house, TR was en-
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chanted with its simplicity, "something original and American," especially as they 
gazed across the river at the "Vanderbilt Italian palace." The President consumed 
about twelve glasses of the fresh rural water in less than four hours!7 

The Yellowstone trip became a Burrou_ghs book, Camping and Tramping with 
Roosevelt, published in 1907. About this time, Burroughs, with Roosevelt's tacit 
and finally open support, waged a campaign in the journals against the er.rors of 
various other nature writers. Their fault was in writing overly imaginative descrip
tions of animal motivations, emotions and habits, apparently or actually satisfying 
the hunger of the reading public who soaked up anything written about the charms 
of nature. As an aging Roosevelt later wrote Burroughs: "You and I have fought 
side by side against diverse kinds of nature fakers." The unflattering sobriquet took 
and has come down in history to designate a minor episode in the history of 
American thought about nature. The trip in the National Park and across the coun
try to get there was described by Burroughs in the magazine articles which went into 
the book, but his own notebooks and journals show that he was just as enchanted 
with TR's manysided personality as anyone. One such description is a catalogue of 
Progressive era virtues writ large: 

A man who can meet the highest on equal terms, and who 
does not hold himself above the humblest. A typical, 
democratic man of the new dispensation--copious, vehement, 
athletic, richly endowed with all the human attributes--of the 
open air; stamped by the great West; a good eater, sleeper, 
fighter, breeder; cherishing the highest ideals of duty and pro
bity. 

But Burroughs's self-image was not totally eclipsed by the presence of such human 
grandeur. People were constantly coming up to shake his hand as well as 
Roosevelt's. After the Yellowstone he traveled to Spokane to meet two young ladies 
who had come all the way out to Montana to see him. On the trip he was warmed by 
an experience very habitual with him, and he reported to the President that ''squads 
of school boys, too, come to see me and bring copies of my books for me to write 
in, ... and I am sure to tell them that you do not smoke or use tobacco in any form." 8 

Roosevelt went directly from Yellowstone with Burroughs to the Yosemite with 
John Muir, the area's patron saint and publicizer, and one of the founding fathers 
of the Sierra Club in 1892. It was like the man, who embodied so many of the cur
rents of his day, to cultivate and enjoy both the leading prophets of the Back-To
Nature movement, John o'Birds, the gentle-voiced essayist of the rural simplicity of 
the older tamed east, and John o'Mountains, the excitable publicist of the glories of 
the wilderness of the west. The two got along famously, Muir always trying to tempt 
Burroughs to enjoy a rougher and grander scaled nature than Burroughs really felt 
comfortable with. When an enraptured Clara Barrus remarked ecstatically on the 
luck of being at the Grand Canyon with "John Burroughs and John Muir thrown 
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in," Burroughs expressed a fleeting wish that Muir might be thrown in, sometimes, 
as he got between Burroughs and his enjoyment of the sights. Burroughs was a still, 
low-key appreciator of nature's beauties whereas Muir had to leap about and broad
cast his nature worship to anyone within hearing. 

The friendship between the two caught the country's imagination, and they were 
the star guests on an extraordinary private scientific and recreational expedition in 
1899, the Harriman Alaskan Expedition. Chartering a private vessel, E. H. Har
riman took over a dozen members of his own family (including servants), twenty
five scientists, five artists and photographers, a surgeon, chaplain, and sundry 
others on the trip. The total number of persons on board, including 65 officers and 
crew, was 126, a princely company to study Alaskan natural wonders, including an 
examination of Muir's beloved glaciers and a brief sprint across the Bering Straits 
which Burroughs tried to avoid. (His attempt to stay behind was foiled, however, by 
the wily Muir.) According to the latest study of the expedition, the members did not 
entirely appreciate the irony of their attitudes toward Alaska, glorying at once in its 
wilderness qualities to be preserved but also excited by the vision of commercial op
portunities to be exploited. Muir was more perceptive than most, deploring the kill
ing of birds for specimens (common practice in those days when a gun was an or
nithologist's principal scientific equipment) and other violations of nature's integri
ty. Poor Burroughs couldn't get warm and worried at the news that the heat wave in 
the Northeast that summer might hurt his grapes. But he was warmed in Sitka when 
he found four people who had read his books. Simple in style wherever he went, 
John Burroughs, greatly admired author of books about nature, found that he was 
able to consort both with the humble and the great, if at times without the same 
physical and psychological comfort he felt at Slabsides. 9 

Burroughs's bird books sold over a million copies in the fifty years extending 
from the 1880s to the 1930s. His incredible popularity is something of a surprise to 
the late twentieth century student, who is apt to find such Victorian sages more sen
timental than anything else, verging a bit on the corny. Television has jaded our ap
petites so that we are weary of any folksy image, the rural sage, the platitudinous 
cowboy in high places, or the tough urban sleuth included. The man revealed in the 
writings of John Burroughs combined something of the familiar sense of nature's 
seasonal rhythms found in Aldo Leopold, the self-advertised sturdy independence of 
Scott Nearing, and the friendly feeling for rural living in such a writer as Noel Per
rin. These comparisons helped suggest the historical significance of John Bur
roughs: a case study of the abiding attraction that old-time ways associated with 
nature's beneficence have had for history's most materialistic and mechanized peo
ple.10 

One strikingly clear illustration of this paradox is Burroughs's friendship with 
Henry Ford. Ford was of course himself the unselfconscious exemplar of paradox. 
Where Henry Adams, all too self-consciously, exhausted himself and his readers 
with paradox, Ford just was. The man who put America on wheels and fastened its 
peoples' lifestyle and economy permanently to the internal combusion engine 
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wanted to get them out of the city and back on the farm, close to decentralized fac
tories spread about the countryside. in Ford's vision of a mechanized revival of 
rural serenity, the family breadwinner could labor all day, then tootle off in his tin 
lizzie to his small homestead--there to grow his beans and cabbages and happily 
muck about in the chicken yard. As Ford once put it: "I will build a motor car for 
the great multitude ... so low in price that no man ... will be unable to own one--and 
enjoy with his family the blessings of hours of pleasure in God's great open 
spaces.'' 11 

Burroughs's first contact with Ford was in late 1912, when the industrial 
magnate wrote to offer the naturalist the gift of an automobile. In the summer of 
1913 Burroughs visited Detroit and the Ford farm, and Ford took him to a local high 
school to inspire the students and faculty. Ford not only presented Burroughs an
nually with a new car, but he also purchased for his bucolic literary friend the old 
homeplace at Roxbury, which had fallen into other hands since Burroughs's 
childhood. In gratitude Burroughs named a meadow for Ford, marked by a rock he 
himself carved with the commemorative words, "The Ford Lot 1914 J. B." 12 

Ford and Burroughs took many trips together, including the widely publicized 
motor camping trips with Harvey Firestone and Thomas A. Edison. Burroughs 
noted with wonderment that Ford himself made repairs to the vehicles, but he found 
the equipment on one hegira to the backwaters and backwoods too complex for his 
taste. In a letter describing the journey, he commented that the group moved in a 
caravan of two "big cars," two Fords, and two trucks filled with supplies and 
equipment--"too much of everything." But the grand old man was enormously flat
tered by the attention they received everywhere along their route, especially from the 
school-children turning out to see the notables. 

All through Pa, and Maryland and W. Va., in every village 
where we paused, I met people who read my books--teachers, 
pupils, professional men, etc. Often I had more worshippers 
than Edison or Ford, but usually Ford is our great drawing 
card. 

Until Burroughs's death the two often visited each other's homes, but Burroughs 
declined the invitation to go on Ford's famous peace mission to Europe in 1915. He 
was very old, his wife needed him at home, but also he wanted the Germans 
thoroughly beaten! Reminding Ford of his "affection for you and admiration for 
your life," Burroughs regretted that he had to speak "any discouraging word" 
about Ford's "worthy scheme." But, while desiring peace, Burroughs insisted that 
to "stop the war now would be like stopping a surgical operation before it was 
finished. The malignant tumor of German militarism must be cut out and destroyed 
before the world can have permanent peace." Burroughs was a man of his time in 
this instance; Ford, in his sometimes enigmatic way, swimming against the 
mainstream. 13 
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By the twentieth century, Burroughs's birthdays were "national events," as the 
Outlook reported, cataloguing the virtue's of the mellow prophet of nature in the by
then-familiar terms: "The simplicity of Mr. Burroughs's nature and the simplicity 
of his spirit, as well as his innate kindliness, have made him the companion and 
neighbor of the whole country." When Burroughs and William Dean Howells, the 
"smiling" realist novelist, both turned seventy-five in 1912, the press praised them 
for their human qualities--kindness, sanity, and simplicity. The event was attended 
by John Muir--John o'Mountains had come to congratulate John o'Birds--and the 
New York Times carried a photograph of the two noble old men of nature to 
highlight the story. As befit his status as the national hero of nature and simple liv
ing, Burroughs's portrait appeared often in the press; his weathered, bearded, 
benign face suggested a rustic Santa Claus or everybody's ideal grandpa. On this 
birthday occasion Burroughs answered the Times'inevitable question about the 
cause of his robust good health: "I live simply. I keep out in the open and eat 
simply." The New York Sun reflected the national nostalgia for bygone purities 
when it commented that Burroughs ''holds the brief of the older generation against 
the materialism of the times.''' 4 

Burroughs was often asked to impart his wisdom to school children. In 1911, just 
before his seventy-fourth birthday, he wrote a letter to the school children of New 
York City at the request of the school superintendent. Why was he so hale at 
seventy-four? He replied: 

With me, the secret of my youth is the simple lif e--simple 
food, sound sleep, the open air, daily work, kind thoughts, 
love of nature, and joy and contentment in the world in which 
I live. No excesses, no alcoholic drinks, no tea or coffee, no 
stimulants stronger than water and food. I have had a happy 
life. I have gathered my grapes with the bloom upon them. 
May you all do the same. 

With all his simplicity, the "Prophet of Outdoordom" was a public figure with con
siderable visibility. 1 s 

Simple living and the purity of nature were the sermons Burroughs tirelessly 
repeated to an America which had agonized since the Gilded Age (and even since 
before the Civil War) about the mixed blessings of modern civilization. Could the 
beatitudes of a supposedly innocent republican and rural past be given meaning in 
an age of materialism? Burroughs obviously thought so. Only fifteen years before 
his death, the Seer of Slabslides proposed a personal ethic of simple living to a socie
ty obsessed by a mad scramble for money but anxious for justice in the face of the 
vast gulf between the enormously rich and the terribly poor. The friend of 
millionaires, Burroughs bemoaned the pursuit of wealth as "one of the most lamen
table spectacles the world has ever seen." But he was not radical; Burroughs 
lamented the harmful effects on society of the pursuit of material gain; however he 
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did not propose alternatives beyond the changing of individual attitudes. Socialism 
or other "isms" held no answers to social inequalities and tensions. Burroughs ex
pressed a kind of Darwinian fatalism: "The strong will dominate, the weak must 
succumb .... To abolish poverty, we must first abolish inequality among mankind," a 
possibility Burroughs obviously considered unrealistic. He was not even sure that 
the beneficence of rich men helped the receivers as much as it was good for the 
givers. 16 

Burroughs rested his faith in the common sense and moderation of the in
dividual. What he wanted, and implied all men should want, was a "moderate com
petency." Beyond that wealth was a burden: "A man possesses a competency; great 
wealth possesses him. He is the victim." For Burroughs, such simple, moderate liv
ing required the choice of simple surroundings: 

I am bound to praise the simple life, because I have lived it 
and found it good. When I depart from it, evil results follow. 
I love a small house, plain clothes, simple living .... direct and 
immediate contact with things, life with the false trappings 
torn away--the fine house, fine equippage, the expensive 
habits, all cut off .... To be in direct and personal contact with 
the sources of your material life; to want no extras, no 
shields; to find the universal elements enough ... to be thrilled 
by the stars at night; to be elated over a bird's nest, or over a 
wild flower in spring--these are the rewards of the simple life. 

As a counter-vailing force against the cruelties and crudities of modern civilization, 
then, John Burroughs advanced, not a program requiring the restructuring of in
stitutions but a renewal of individual wholeness guided by self-restraint and immer
sion in the moral, aesthetic and everlasting goods of nature. 11 

Like some other middle class literary champions of commuter simplicity and 
suburbanite agrarianism, Burroughs did not offer so much an alternative to moder
nity as an appealing escape. If escape is too harsh a word, perhaps some term such as 
therapeutic withdrawal or renewal will serve. At any rate, the venerable ideal of sim
ple living, so closely associated with rural living, became in the early twentieth cen
tury less a social ideal and more an individual one for those who could pursue it with 
taste, deliberation, and a modest amount of money. Two of the most famous practi
tioners of the genre of nature writing who followed Burroughs admitted as much. 
Dallas Sharp, who was a commuting college professor of English, advised his 
readers: "let the philosopher cease philosophizing (he was also a hermit), and leave 
off hermitry; let him live at home with his wife and children, like the rest of us; let 
him work in the city for his living, hoe in his garden for his recreation, and then let 
him study ... " nature. Sharp was no devotee of the more ascetic forms of revived 
ruralism; simple rural life could and should be comfortable. The key was adequate 
financing--as he was sure when he commented: "It is easier to be good in an environ-
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ment of largeness, beauty, and peace." 1
'8 

David Grayson, nom de plume of progressive journalist and Wilson biographer 
Ray Stannard Baker, wrote a series of books, Adventures in Contentment, during 
the period from 1906 to 1942 which sold some two million copies! Obviously 
Grayson understood the market for bourgeois agrarian fantasies. In one of his 
books, the peripatetic Grayson (he wandered about a good bit and did not always 
stick close to home pastures) ruris into a wealthy couple, the Veddars, who have 
given up their big house and presumably complicated life. The Veddars are pas
sionate gardeners, ever since Voltaire the occupation of those who realize they can
not change the course of human affairs. They and Grayson mutually admire An
drew Jackson Downing's Rural Essays (1855) which celebrated the virtues of 
gardening and the simple rural life. Veddar attributes their own escape to heeding 
Downing's advice to compensate leaving behind civilized comforts by making a 
garden. "That's it," Grayson agrees, "a garden excuses civilization." But Baker, 
contemplating Grayson's escape into rural simplicity, wrote in his journal: 
"Philosophy and true religion are, after all, more or less dependent on a full 
stomach. Grayson found contentment it is true; but Grayson has always had the 
assurance of a comfortable living." 19 

The advice given by John Burroughs on how to live one's life was not a new 
message; nor is it moribund even today, although the more practical sageness of a 
Grayson or a Sharp might strike many people as making more sense. Doubtless the 
moral, physical and social therapy of simple living in warm proximity to nature will 
continue to attract advocates until everything we touch is plastic, everything we eat 
is manufactured, everything we think is computerized, and everything we see is 
videoed. Thoreau, the most popular Transcendental moralist by the middle of the 
twentieth century, had anticipated Burroughs's message, but with tougher 
philosphical underpinnings, as Burroughs was well aware. Burroughs is not as much 
remembered today as Thoreau or John Muir. When he is, he is thought of as a plea
sant writer appealing to the restrained appetites of middle-class readers who like to 
observe birds, wildflowers, and the antics of squirrels and chipmunks. If the more 
dramatic sounds of more enduring voices are now heard in defense of nature more 
frequently than the mild murmurings of John Burroughs, it is still historically 
significant that in his day, particularly the first decades of the twentieth century, 
John Burroughs's writings about nature and his practice of the simple life met the 
need of many Americans for a kind of folk hero, a gentle sage of enduring values, 
who seemed to offer an alternative which did not jar accepted norms too much. 
Such an observation tells us not only something about the ''progressive mind'' but 
perhaps about American civilization as well. 

1Clara Barrus, The Life and Letters of John Burroughs, (Land L) 2 vols . (New York, 1925), I: p. 60; 
2: pp. 72, 364; the basic source for most biographical facts about Burroughs in this study. See also Perry 
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D. Westbrook, John Burroughs (New York, 1974). On Burroughs, other literary naturalists and the 
Back-to-Nature movement see Norman Foerster, Nature in American Literature (New York, 1923); 
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3For the history of the ideal of the simple life, see the definitive study by David E. Shi, The Simple 
Life: Plain Living and High Thinking in American Culture (New York, 1984). 

4Sharp, "The Nature Writer," Outlook 94 (April 1910): 994-1000; and "Fifty Years of John Bur
roughs, "Atlantic 106 (November 1910): 631-641; Mabie, "John Burroughs," Century 54 (August 1897): 
560-68. Also Henry Childs Merwin, "Books about Nature," Scribner's 33 (March 1903): 430-437. 
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early commentator on the relationship of the Thoreau revival and the nature cult. In the 1960s, of course, 
Thoreau's reputation rested largely on his social philosophy and dedication to civil liberty, although the 
escape to nature theme still attracted many followers. See Walter Harding and Michael Meyer, The New 
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5Clifton Johnson, "John Burroughs," Outing 37 (1901): 592-94; Henry L. West, "John Burroughs," 
Bookman 49 (June 1919): 389-98; R. J. H. DeLoach, Rambles with John Burroughs (Boston, 1912), pp. 
6, 11-35; Burroughs, "The Gospel of Nature," Century 84 (June 1912): 195. 
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THE ANTIOCH SCHEME: ARTHUR MORGAN'S TO TV A 

Roy Talbert, Jr. 

In November of 1981 several private and public sources funded at Vanderbilt 
University a symposium of historians concerned with the Tennessee Valley Authori
ty . Like many scholarly gatherings the discussions following the formal readings 
were more exciting than the papers themselves. 1 Commentators John Thomas of 
Brown University, Otis Graham, Jr., of Chapel Hill, and Berkeley's Philip Selznick 
were eloquent in their insistence that the TV A might have taken another course and 
avoided becoming just a conventional public utility beset with all the problems and 
criticisms of its private brothers .. They appeared to regret that the New Deal agency 
is now the target of anti-nuclear protestors, environmental activists, and consumer 
groups. Somehow, they seemed to suggest, the TVA must have departed from the 
path of reform and lost its New Deal promise. Rather than assert that senility comes 
to any bureaucracy, they focused on the existence of a road not taken and asked, 
"What if Arthur Morgan's vision of TV A had become a reality?" 

Arthur E. Morgan is largely remembered, if at all, in history texts as the first 
chairman of the board of directors of the TV A who turned out to be such an imprac
tical visionary that President Roosevelt finally had to fire him in 1938 to protect the 
real TV A of David E. Lilienthal and defeat the private electrical utilities of the 
South. Morgan retired to the safety of Antioch College, which would acquire--by 
the time historians began serious work on the New Deal--a reputation of being 
somewhere to the left of Bohemia. 2 It is noteworthy, then, that scholars now exhibit 
an interest in Morgan and his alternative TVA. The purpose of this paper is to sug
gest that one cannot fully grasp Arthur Morgan's TVA without understanding his 
thinking in the preceding years when he attempted to work a revolution at Antioch. 

Morgan always claimed that Ro0sevelt had read his Antioch Notes in the 1920s 
and approved of his vision. Whether or not that story is true, it is a fact that much of 
what Morgan attempted at TV A was based on his previous experience as an engineer 
and as head of Antioch. The fact that Morgan's TVA alternative, to the largely un
satisfactory extent that he described it, did not prevail indicates all too obviously 
that his Antioch program was in no way a prelude to the TV A of today. That some 
historians seem to be fascinated with Morgan's view of what the TVA might have 
become is perhaps sufficient for us to examine his Antioch as a prelude to what he 
hoped to accomplish at TV A. 

Born in 1878 and reared in a small town in Minnesota, then still close to the fron
tier, Morgan received a strong dose of Christian perfectionism from his mother, 
which even after he rejected supernaturalism left him with a heavy moralism. From 
his free-thinking, free-drinking father, although Morgan never admitted it, he 
developed a genuine love of the outdoors and a modern scientific curiosity. By the 
time he finished high school he had read Hannah Whitall Smith's The Christian's 
Secret of a Happy Life and Charles M. Sheldon's enormously successful In His 
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Steps, but he had also read Charles Darwin and Edward Bellamy, and he had 
published a short piece in Popular Science News. 3 His adolescent diaries, and his 
journals as he rambled out West seeking not so much his fortune as his purpose, are 
filled with his struggle to reconcile a Christian-based moralism with scientific skep
ticism. While he resembled no one perhaps so much as John Humphrey Noyes, the 
Christian communist of Oneida, Morgan's growing agnosticism saw only so much 
purpose and meaning as was evident in nature. He said it best when he wrote in 
1901, "Three times already this week the form of my inner life has apparently 
changed completely. " 4 

Eventually Morgan would find himself unable to make a statement of religious 
faith, although he maintained until his death very close, if unofficial, ties with 
liberal Quakers. If he made the collection of scientific data something of a fetish, he 
also carried into the 20th century a kind of transcendental identification with eterni
ty, with whatever is real and pure. When he rejected religious dogma he substituted 
one of his own--he believed in purity, or rather he intuited the possibility of purity. 
As the new century dawned, he recorded: "I am waiting for that to happen to me 
which will happen to the man who waits for the eternal." 5 

Morgan's vague yearnings for spiritual growth did not prevent a practical career, 
and he became a very good engineer. Correctly surmising that the draining of 
wetlands was about to boom, and using only the skills learned from his surveyor 
father, he became one of the bright young men in the field of hydraulic engineering. 
A stint as a field engineer for the Department of Agriculture gave him national con
tacts as well as a fascinating look at Washington, D. C., and by 1910 he was a 
member of the American Society of Civil Engineers with his own company in Mem
phis, Tennessee, handling major drainage and flood control contracts. When over 
300 people in Ohio's Miami Valley lost their lives in the great flood of 1913, the 
citizens of Dayton turned to Morgan for aid. 6 

His remarkable innovations, both legal and technical, in designing and building 
the Miami Conservancy District brought him national acclaim. His two greatest 
engineering projects, the dry dams of Miami and the high ones of TV A, were major 
successes. In the Miami endeavor it is possible to see many of the techniques he 
would use in Tennessee, especially in terms of special purpose legislation, labor 
policy, and engineering strategy. Nothing, however, is more apparent than the fact 
that at both sites he sought to turn what would have been traditional labor camps in
to model communities designed to serve as examples for the rest of society. 7 Beneath 
the brilliant engineer exterior throbbed the heart of a committed reformer. 

Rejecting contemporary society as imbued with false sophistication, immorality, 
and hypocrisy, Morgan wanted nothing less than social purity, a world where people 
acted with proper motives based on sound character. He flirted with socialism, but 
structural problems interested him less than ethical ones. A pure water man, he 
never touched tobacco or alcohol, or coffee or tea for that matter, and he loved 
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simplicity and his own rather stern version of naturalism. He saw reform in terms of 
what he had successfully attempted with his own life--a general rise to a higher level. 
Both rationally and intuitively Morgan understood that people would respond to a 
genuine example, and since his youth he had envisioned a working community 
demonstrating proper living. His real reform was to create an alternative communi
ty. 

In Tennessee he would build the model town of Norris, with its greenbelt, its in
terdenominational church, proportional representation, elaborate training and 
uplift programs, subsistence farming, and even his own Quaker wife demonstrating 
the virtues of whole wheat flour. Nearly twenty years earlier, however, he had pur
chased a farm in Massachusetts which was to be his dream community. Dubbing his 
new property "Jacob's Pillow," he envisioned a community built around a school 
where the students would do a good deal of work. Although lack of time and 
economic constraints prevented this attempt, and he eventually sold the farm to Ted 
Shawn who made it the famous Jacob's Pillow Dance Festival, Morgan's commit
ment to founding an alternative never died. 

As a prominent Dayton citizen Morgan became involved in a number of 
fascinating movements and organizations in the World War I period. Along with 
Charles F. Kettering, inventor of the electric cash register and the self-starter for 
automobiles, and Orville Wright, co-inventor of the airplane, Morgan created the 
progressive Moraine Park School in Dayton which stressed self-reliance and prac
tical projects. Moraine Park generated considerable attention and resulted in 
Morgan's first non-technical publication, "Education: the Mastery of the Arts of 
Life," and a long-lasting relationship with Ellery Sedgwich, editor of the Atlantic 
Monthly. 8 In 1920 the newly formed Progressive Education Association asked 
Morgan to become its first president. 9 

Other early reform efforts included his service as a national committeeman for 
the League to Enforce Peace and his role as a charter member of the American 
Eugenics Society. He gloried in knowing men such as Kettering and Wright, admir
ing their creative inventiveness. Thomas Alva Edison became both his hero and his 
friend, and his relationship with the Edison family lasted for fifty years. Morgan's 
alternatives for education were based largely on his study of Pestalozzi's 1781 
Leonard and Gertrude, with its combination of labor and study, on his familiarity 
with Charles Hanford Henderson's progressive school at Marienfield, North 
Carolina, and on Frederick L. Burk's attack on "Lock Step Schooling." 10 

It is not surprising, then, that Antioch College elected Morgan to its board of 
trustees in 1919. Located in Yellow Springs, Ohio, not far from Dayton, the small 
college, which began so auspicioulsy in 1853 with Horace Mann as presidnt, was in 
serious difficulty. An attempt to sell the college to the YMCA failed, and in 1919 the 
dying college produced a graduating class of only four. When Morgan and his wife 
drove over to Yellow Springs to see just what he had been asked to help, he remark-
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ed, "I believe it is near enough dead to start over in the form I dream of." 11 In six 
weeks Morgan completed and presented a plan for the economic salvation of An
tioch and also a radical restructuring of its academic program. Offered the presiden
cy in 1920, he assumed full personal control the following year. 

Never a particularly articulate, but certainly prolific, writer, Morgan's definition 
of what H. L. Mencken called "the Antioch Scheme," while it achieved substantial 
national publicity, remained shrouded in his rambling verbiage. He stressed prac
tical training, but he also wanted Antioch to become a bridge to the future ''with its 
perfect men and women." 12 On one hand he seemed interested mostly in developing 
progressive entrepreneurs, and on the other creating what he called ''enlightened 
moral enthusiasm." Freeing himself from his other obligations, he wrote in 1920 
that Antioch offered "greater promise of returns for the investment I can make than 
does any other work of which I can take part." 13 

Morgan's best known innovation at Antioch was the "co-op," an acronym for 
cooperative industry, an idea which he borrowed from the Engineering School at 
Cincinnati University and applied across the board to the general liberal arts pro
gram. Students were to spend half their time on a job learning practical skills of the 
real world. Although a few friends such as Kettering invested in Yellow Springs, 
Morgan was largely unable to attract industries to the sleepy village, and eventually 
Antioch students would travel great distances for their "co-op quarter." 

Morgan also had great hope for curriculum reform. He anticipated independent 
study and guided research by creating what he called "autonomous" courses, and he 
wanted elaborate and interdisciplinary survey courses. He asked historian Samuel 
Flagg Bemis to teach "a single general course ... covering the entire field beginning 
with anthropology, giving a bird's eye view of history and ending with a general 
treatment of economics, sociology and possibly psychology." 14 Bemis refused, as 
did Frederick B. Artz and Arthur M. Schlesinger, Sr., but James Harvey Robinson 
undertook to plan the course. Beyond introducing Morgan to Charles Beard, Robin
son did little else, and Morgan finally hired an assistant to help the author of The 
New History. Morgan did manage to attract Mencken's friend Hendrik Van Loon, 
with a Ph.D. in history from the University of Munich, as Professor of Social 
Science, but he lasted only a year before returning to the east coast. 1 5 

Morgan tapped his large circle of friends among wealthy inventors and 
businessmen for support, and he was shrewd enough to place many of them on his 
board of trustees. In the fall of 1922 Antioch opened with four hundred students 
and forty faculty members. One of his first acts was to raise money for the purchase 
of Glen Helen, a natural area of exceptional beauty adjacent to the campus. Indeed, 
it seems entirely possible that had the Glen not ben available, Morgan might have re
jected Antioch. As a youth he had climbed the glaciers of Colorado in search of rare 
lichen specimens, and he was almost deterministic in his view of the importance of 
the natural environment. He loved the rough, high places, and the Glen and nearby 
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Clifton Gorge are remarkable variations in what is otherwise a flat and plain part of 
Ohio. 

Despite his academic tinkering, Morgan was unable to reform an existing institu
tion, and the combination of natural inertia and the growth of modern profes
sionalism soon made the academic program pretty much the same as that at any 
other college. By 1929 the Department of Social Science, for example, offered a ma
jor in history, with the required introductory course, History 101-102, modern 
European History. While he was clearly sincere in calling for an open and relatively 
unstructured academic community, Morgan appears to have been unaware that 
departments, required courses, and prerequisites worked against his ideal. 

"My hope for Antioch," he said in 1926, "is that through great desire disciplin
ed by knowledge, and through great commitment to fine purpose, its students may 
be a powerful force for remaking human life." 16 Even as Antioch proper drifted 
away from him, Morgan strengthened his desire for a general, almost spiritual, 
reform. His post at Antioch gave him control of the college press, one of the local 
industries he developed, and he launched into a vigorous writing effort, unrestrained 
by editor or publisher. Twice a month he issued Antioch Notes, apparently received 
by Eleanor Roosevelt and perhaps perused by Franklin, in which he addressed 
whatever subject he wished. 11 He wrote quickly and awkwardly, often using terms in 
his own peculiar fashion. His positive words included moral, vision, idealism, prac
tical (only in a special sense, not something which comprises idealism), good will, 
and intelligence. He talked frequently of expediency, but only as a universal; he 
argued, for example, that over the long-run honesty is a universal expedient. He 
spoke of symmetry and the whole, somehow achieved by the exercise of good judg
ment and the development of sound character. He hated cynical disillusionment, un
checked impulses, and selfish individualism. 

He used analogies from the natural world with an ease which often produced 
simplistic thinking or an intuitive leap to a one-to-one relationship. He almost 
always failed to explain his meaning of his most important terms. He used the ex
pression ''fine purpose'' repeatedly, but beyond the fact that he desired this value to 
be the basis of life, the reader could get no specific appreciation of his intent. His 
standard explanation of morality was that it was an act which was good for all of 
society and the future as well as for the actor and the present. 

In maintaining that an ethical act is one whose long-run results are good for all 
concerned and that man could know these results, Morgan had to rely on intuition, 
which is perhaps what he meant when he talked about native intelligence. He believ
ed man could develop and train intuition so as to know which act would have good 
results. This reliance on intuition and the desire to judge by results created in him a 
kind of transcendental pragmatism in which Emerson merged with Dewey. 18 

In contemporary society, Morgan understood, most people would not be able to 
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discipline themselves, as he had, to achieve enlightened character. To Morgan the 
solution appeared clearly enough: those with character would construct a code of 
ethics and behavior which those without would follow. In 1926 he published in An
tioch Notes a program which he suggested might find "universal acceptance in prin
ciple, and will cover almost every circumstance of life.'' Entitled '' A Moral Code,'' 
it began with Good Will "for the good of all life and all time," included Health 
which meant the "omission of all harmful conduct," added Eugenics with the 
ominous assertion that "the best lives should be perpetuated," and concluded with 
Integrity, Inquiry, Symmetry, and Aspiration (for "life purpose"). "In ethics, as in 
every field," Morgan wrote in 1930, "genius sets standards which become authority 
to those who recognize excellence, even where they cannot create it."' 9 To him the 
self-indulgence of the 1920s was merely "primitive animalism" which had to be con
trolled if man were to be saved from destruction. Morgan never appreciated existen
tialism, relative moralism, or the here and now attitude. His ethics were thither and 
beyond. 

Eventually Antioch disappointed Morgan. He had developed no model com
munity, and as the depression forced him into a desperate search for funds to keep 
the college alive he grew more and more exasperated with students who were so ob
viously unenlightened that they smoked, put on frivolous theatrical productions, 
and failed to restrain their base impulses. Morgan lashed out at faculty bridge par
ties and student petting, and they responded against what seemed to them an 
authoritarian imposition of his own moral code. In a futile attempt to explain his 
views he had his press publish in 1932 an original play called The Seed Man; or, 
Things in General. 20 Morgan was no playwright, and apart from a most revealing 
and certainly unconscious sexual imagery, the play is the plodding story (the hero's 
name is John Smith) of simple, natural, moral character's triumph over evil. By then 
Morgan's work at Antioch was over, and he sulked in Portugal, quarreling by mail 
with the faculty, considering taking a remnant of faculty and students ''to do more 
nearly the job we have dreamed about." 

Morgan's attempt at an alternative community at Antioch had failed. With no 
academic background, he could not reform the collegiate structure, and he was not 
satisfied that Antioch had become an "average college" (although it never became 
quite that). Had the TVA opportunity not appeared in the spring of 1933, he may 
very well have begun another school. Instead he moved to the south where he was 
certain Roosevelt agreed with him that there was a need for a new social and 
economic order based on universal moral principles. 

In Morgan's Antioch experience one can see both the promise of reform and the 
inevitability of def eat which Morgan carried to the Tennessee Valley Authority. The 
fact is that Morgan did not care particularly about hydroelectric power. Indeed, his 
dams in the Miami Conservancy still proudly proclaim, in prominent monuments at 
each site, their incapacity to generate electricity. TV A power and fertilizer were to 
him incidental to his real purpose. For Morgan, the Tennessee Valley, especially his 
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town of Norris, was to be his next attempt to achieve his dream of Jacob's Pillow, 
his aspirations for the worker towns along the Miami, his Antioch. This time he also 
hoped to demonstrate that a governmental agency could operate according to the 
natural laws of good will, straightforward dealings, and enlightened moral 
character. Along with that vision of an alternative, Morgan also carried with him an 
elitist attitude based on an assumption of his own moral superiority, a conviction 
that he could understand and judge the motives of other men, and a near paranoid 
belief that those who differed with him were morally unfit. 

Two early events show very clearly that Morgan transferred his dreams from An
tioch to the TVA. At the very first board meeting, on June 16, 1933, Morgan pro
posed that at the construction site, near Knoxville, they build a model village to 
house employees. Although his fellow board members were unsympathetic, and 
with this first meeting we can see signs of the split in the board which was to come, 
Morgan eventually built the town of Norris, which symbolizes his TV A. A month 
later Morgan brought to the board an ''Ethi~al Code for the Staff of the Tennessee 
Valley Authority.'' Claiming that ''ethical attitude and conduct are the very founda
tion of a new order,'' Morgan insisted that persons on the staff who were not in 
agreement with the standards of his code would not be welcome. The code was even 
more authoritarian than the one he had drawn up in 1926, and this one got more at
tention. Leaked to Drew Pearson, who had a field day with it in his "Washington 
Merry-Go-Round" column, Morgan's ethical code was rejected by his board. 21 

David E. Lilienthal, the youngest member of the TV A board and the one who 
saw the agency almost entirely in terms of a do or die effort for public power, con
stantly held Morgan up to ridicule. Within months of its creation, the board was 
divided into two factions, with ArthlH Morgan isolated against Lilienthal and the 
third member, H. A. Morgan (no relation to Arthur) who understood only 
agriculture and Tennessee politics. Arthur Morgan's very style exacerbated the 
situation because he continued to pontificate on any issue just as if he were writing 
Antioch Notes. Believing that he had a blank check from Roosevelt for the complete 
social and economic re-organization and reform of the Tennessee Valley, he could 
not resist speaking and writing publicly and all too vaguely about the new order he 
hoped to develop based on his definition of ''enlightened, socially-minded 
character.'' He refused to consider any political appointments in hiring, from the 
start therefore alienating powerful politicians, and he was almost whimsical in toss
ing out unconventional suggestions to improve the Valley. 

Some of his more radical ideas concerned stopping soil erosion by taking land 
away from those who mistreated it, re-organizing the structure of local government 
in Tennessee, and developing what appeared to be a separate coinage system for the 
region. He had already attempted the last just before leaving Yellow Springs when 
he initiated a local commodity and service exchange which issued its own script. 
These ideas, expressed in hundreds of speeches and articles, tagged him as an im
practical visionary, based as they were on his personal concept of ethical and 
enlightened behavior. 22 
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In the end Morgan failed at the TV A for the same reasons he did at Antioch. 
Never understanding the academic world, he was even more vulnerable in the 
political arena. When he insisted that it should be possible to deal honestly with 
Wendell L. Willkie's utility companies on a basis of mutual trust, Lilienthal smelled 
the taint of compromise. For his part Lilienthal was genuinely concerned that 
Morgan would wreck the prospects for public power in this country, and he was as 
politically astute as Morgan was naive. By 1936, when he failed to stop Lilienthal's 
reappointment to the board, Morgan was on the brink of emotional instability. 
When the Morgan-Lilienthal fight exploded publicly in early 1938, Roosevelt held 
an unusual public hearing but Morgan refused to answer the President, and 
Roosevelt fired him. When Morgan got the Congressional investigation he demand
ed after his firing, he was virtually unable to defend himself. 23 

So Morgan was out, and the TV A became electricity, fertilizer, and trees. Even 
his dream town of Norris was sold and remains today a conventional, if quaint, 
bedroom community of Knoxville. The new order and the new character were not to 
be, not at Antioch and not in Tennessee. Morgan lived in Yellow Springs until 1975, 
and he was bitter, writing diatribes against his old enemies, the Corps of Engineers 
and Lilienthal, but primarily he worked on his dream. In 1936 he produced The 
Long Road, probably his best philosophical statement, and along with a history of 
the Miami Conservancy District and Search for Purpose he also wrote what is still 
regarded as the definitive biography of Edward Bellamy. 24 He directed Community 
Service, Inc., until his death, wrote extensively on behalf of the small community, 
and left a legacy of existing communities. 

Certainly Yellow Springs feels the Morgan heritage, although both it and An
tioch became something very different from what he had envisioned. For years he 
raised funds for and advised a school-community in rural India, and his son 
Griscom coined the term "intentional community" and developed one outside 
Yellow Springs. His other son, Ernest, helped form Celo community in the moun
tains of North Carolina on land which Morgan had purchased while at TVA. Celo is 
the home of the Arthur Morgan School which operates in his tradition. 

Had Roosevelt really understood Morgan's "vision," had he really studied An
tioch Notes, had Morgan been at home that day in the 1920s when he and Eleanor 
motored through Yellow Springs, he may very well not have selected Morgan to 
head TV A. On the other hand, the President may indeed have understood and may 
have been willing to see the Antioch scheme attempted in Tennessee. FDR did give 
Morgan a receptive audience and at least a chance in the political pit against Lilien
thal. What happened at TV A was a reenactment of the Antioch experience. When 
faced with firm opposition, with strong philosophical foundations of its own, 
Morgan found himself isolated, helpless, and depressed. In the end he had only his 
moralism to support him, and it was a moralism very few could understand. 
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NO SECOND REVOLUTION: JOSEPH GOEBBELS AND THE 
ROEHM CRISIS, 1933-1934, THE CINEMATIC EVIDENCE 

Robert E. Herzstein 

Eight months after Adolf Hitler's accession to power a distinguished audience 
assembled at Berlin's Capitol Cinema. Present were many of the political and 
cultural luminaries of the Third Reich, including Hermann Goering. Leaders of the 
Sturmabteilung (SA), conductors Wilhelm Furtwangler and Erich Kleiber, and 
diplomats and journalists graced the assembly. They had come to the theater for a 
preview showing of an important movie, Horst Wessel, in which the young Reich 
Minister for Popular Enlightenment and Propaganda, Dr. Paul Joseph Goebbels, 
had taken special interest. 1 The film was to be the first major National Socialist 
feature of international stature, at once art and propaganda. As Goebbels put it, 
"We are convinced that films constitute one of the most modern and scientific 
means of influencing the mass. Therefore a government must not neglect them. " 2 

The film Horst Wessel was also a warning to the German film world that the 
Weimar Republic was as dead culturally as it was politically. The cinema was to be 
"coordinated" with Nazi ideals, and would soon have to submit to total control by 
Dr. Goebbels. 

The production of Horst Wessel had commenced in the spring of 1933. The 
Volksdeutsche Filmgesellschaft (VDFG) of Berlin was responsible for producing a 
film that presented certain delicate problems. By its very nature, Horst Wessel had 
to depict the SA, the police, and the National Socialist political leadership without 
offending anyone. The producers hoped that they could rely upon the political con
tacts of Dr. Ernst Hanfstangl, art collector, musician, Foreign Press Chief of the 
NSDAP, and Hitler crony. Hanfstangl became a co-producer, with a substantial 
financial interest in the film, as well as its musical director. The VDFG entered into 
contact with the more powerful Kurt Daluege, Ministerial Director in the Prussian 
Ministry of the Interior, a top police official in the young Third Reich. At the urging 
of his colleagues, Hanfstangl, then attending the London Economic Conference, 
sent a telegram to Daluege, urging him to cooperate with Horst Wessel's director, 
Franz W enzler. 

Kurt Daluege, however, was cautious. He had no intention of approving the par
ticipation of Schutzpolizei units in the film unless Goebbels himself, not just his 
underlings, endorsed Horst Wessel. Goebbels clearly had grave doubts about the 
project, but after some delay he gave his grudging approval during the early sum
mer. It would have been difficult for Goebbels to have attacked a film idealizing the 
very man he himself had turned into an heroic myth. Goebbels allowed himself an 
out, however, for he made it clear that the film would never be released unless it was 
done "in the National Socialist spirit." His Filmprufstelle would be the judge of 
that. 

Daluege's police units could now participate in Horst Wessel, but there remained 
the problem of the SA. The cooperation of the Greater Berlin SA was essential, and 
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that meant that the VDFG and Hanfstangl had to turn to its leader, Gruppenfuhrer 
Karl Ernst, a radical SA man and friend of SA Stabschef Ernst Roehm. Ernst 
delegated the crucial assignment of supervising the SA in Horst Wessel to a reliable 
crony, Oberfuhrer Richard Fiedler. 3 Goebbels, who had barely survived Walter 
Stennes' SA Putsch in 1931, had little use for SA radicals. Indeed, neither did 
Adolph Hitler, who at this time pointedly commented in public that the revolution 
was over. Yet new conflict between Hitler and the SA, while foreseen by Hitler and 
the clever Goebbels, had not yet reached an acute stage. Goebbels had to bide his 
time before he could suppress the Wessel film. As early as May 19 he revealed his 
true feelings about the project: "The SA's rightful place is on the streets and not on 
the cinema screen. " 4 

Scheduled for a gala public premiere in Berlin soon after its impressive debut, 
Horst Wessel was suddenly withdrawn. The official explanation stated that " ... the 
film does justice neither to Horst Wessel ... nor the National Socialist movement, 
on which the state now rests. The film thus jeopardizes vital state interests and Ger
many's reputation." Joseph Goebbels lamely tried to justify this shocking judg
ment: "The figure of Wessel in this film did not correspond to the wonderful 
memory that the German public has of this great National Socialist." The film did 
not do justice to "such an exalted organization as the SA. " 5 Twenty-seven changes 
were made, the name of the movie was changed to Hans Westmar and the new ver
sion received its premiere on December 13. Hans Westmar promised to be a harb
inger of things to come, and a most successful one. 

The audience reacted well to the film. Der Film praised Hans W estmar as a 
"deeply moving documentary about the heroic struggle of our SA on behalf of Ger
many.'' Kinematograph depicted an audience that was deeply moved, and praised 
the crowd scenes in the film as being "unt1eard of in their realism." The Berliner 
Lokal-Anzeiger raved about the film, as did the Film-Kurier. The Filmprufstelle, 
which Goebbels would soon overrule, declared that Hans Westmar was "politically 
and artistically especially valuable. " 6 The film was soon suppressed for good, 
though a special screening may have taken place in Munich in March, 1934. 

Hans Westmar was one of the most powerful films produced during the twelve 
years of the Third Reich. The acting is intense, the crowd scenes brilliantly staged as 
a backdrop to the machinations of malevolent Jewish Communists and the exploits 
of glorious Nazi idealists. The music is spirited and moving. Why then was Hans 
Westmar suppressed by Joseph Goebbels? I believe that the answer to this question 
sheds important light on the great power struggle that threatened to engulf the 
young National Socialist state. 

The twenty-nine year old Joseph Goebbels took over as Hitler's deputy or 
Gauleiter for Greater Berlin in 1926. A frustrated journalist and novelist, the 
youthful Goebbels was a bundle of contradictions. Cynical yet idealistic, vicious 
but sentimental, lecherous but romantic, a crippled worshipper of physical beauty, 
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Goebbels was an intellectual who chose to place himself among a gang of ex
soldiers, tough guys, and psychopaths. Joseph Goebbels soon became a master 
political agitator. His words gave the Nazi movement, so filled with diverse elements 
and bizarre contradictions, a semblance of ideological unity and broad emotional 
appeal. Goebbels the frustrated intellectual found his faith in Adolph Hitler. Ger
many, crippled by malevolent enemies, could do the same. The "little Doktor" 
would point the way to salvation. 

A radical Nazi organizer in his native Rhineland, Goebbels had learned about 
political organization from the Bavarian National Socialist Gregor Strasser. When 
he came to "Red" Berlin in 1926 Goebbels plunged into what every good German 
nationalist viewed as the moral and political "cesspool of sin. " 1 A self-styled 
''revolutionary,'' Goebbels aimed to bring the messianic figure of Hitler the savior 
to the degraded proletariat of the Reich capital. If he could lead the masses back to 
the Volk and save them from "Jewish Bolshevism," he would enshrine himself 
forever. in the national pantheon. Goebbels the propagandist would gain Hitler's un
dying allegiance, and his own path to power in the coming Third Reich would be a 
straight one. 

In Berlin Goebbels' prime task was to gain control of the small, turbulent Nazi 
organization. Some Berlin Nazis had expressed dissatisfaction with the young 
newcomer, an outsider sent by Herr Hitler from faraway Munich. Goebbels' first 
circular of the "Gau Headquarters Berlin-Brandenburg of the NSDAP," published 
on November 9, 1926, countered in the decisive tone of the determined leader. 
Goebbels soon controlled the political organization of the Berlin party: "Party com
rade Dr. Goebbels becomes leader of the Local Group Greater Berlin. Section 
leaders will be appointed by Party Comrade Dr. Goebbels. Sections hitherto existing 
are hereby dissolved ... 8 

Goebbels and his few hundred loyal Nazis needed attention, even notoriety. 
Through propaganda marches, beer-hall battles, brass kunckles, and slanderous, 
violent headlines in his "newspaper" Der Angriff, Goebbels would show that his 
party was the vanguard of Hitler's "National Revolution." He would wage a "Bat
tle for Berlin," citadel of" Jewish intellectual domination" and "Bolshevism," and 
in so doing would become the "Conqueror of Berlin." The Nazi SA would conquer 
the streets of Berlin for the party, for "State power begins in the street. " 9 The 
bourgeois state would be exposed as a hollow shell, incapable of stopping the Reds. 
Only the Nazis could do that. 

By the winter of 1927 Goebbels' men took the battle to the enemy, provoking the 
Communists on their own territory. Battles took place in the Pharus Hall, where 
eighty-three Reds were injured. Five weeks later fifteen Communists were hurt in the 
"Battle of the Lichterfeld-East Railroad Station." The "little Doktor" was building 
his own myth, that of the heroic leader. His headlines omitted mention of the fact 
that in these two battles the Nazis outnumbered the Reds many times over. No mat-
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ter, the bourgeois state was crumbling, and in Goebbels' version of the facts the 
choice was simple: Nazis or Reds. There would be endless agitation until the Nazis 
gained power, perhaps as a gift from the dying liberal state. In Helmut Heiber's 
words, "Goebbels was the inventor of permanent political agitation and a perma
nent campaign climate." 10 

Goebbels was careful about choosine his victims. In 1927 he ordered his SA men 
to avoid needless provocation of the police. Goebbels foresaw the day when many 
Berlin policemen would sympathize with a patriotic movement that combatted the 
Red Rotfrontkampferbund, some of whose members soon started shooting cops in 
the back. By 1930 this discretion had paid off. The Depression unleashed the worst 
instincts in German political life; some police in proletarian areas of Berlin, such as 
Wedding and Friedrichshain, were pro-Nazi, and a few even joined the NSDAP. By 
the late summer of 1932 police detachments sometimes acted as virtual bodyguard 
units for Nazi rallies and marches. Count Helldorf, later head of the Berlin police 
force, applauded the ''predominantly National Socialist disposition of the police.'' 1 1 

The Prussian tradition had graciously yielded to the Brown Battalions, bravest com
battants in the struggle against the Red tide. After the Seizure of Power, Goebbels' 
myth of the Battle for Berlin omitted such details. In his version the police, decent 
fellows themselves, were manipulated by evil Jews such as "Isidor," Bernhard 
Weiss, Deputy Police President of Greater Berlin. The police invariably turned the 
other way when Communits beat up innocent Nazis, and were often ordered to bash 
Nazis on the head for no apparent cause. 

It was in this setting that a young man named Horst Wessel fought, loved, and 
died, a "German destiny" replete with heroism, violence, and sordid actions. 

An impulsive middle-class idealist from a conservative, religious family, Wessel 
sympathized with the oppressed proletarian masses of Berlin. Too young to have 
served in the Great War, he joined the SA for comradeship and adventure. Wessel 
helped to bring the Nazi message to Red Friedrichshain, to the great chagrin of the 
Communists. He led SA Sturm 5, but in the summer of 1929 the one-time law stu
dent, now a "proletarian" Nazi, seems to have shed some of his political commit
ment. Wessel had fallen in love with a former prostitute named Erna Jaenicke, 
whom he had rescued from a beating by pimps in a sleazy pub. Apparently, she had 
already retired from her former profession, though some accounts give Wessel credit 
for this act of redemption. His Nazi comrades were upset by Horst's obsession. 
Bringing the national idea to the proletariat was one thing, living in a love nest with 
a former prostitute was quite another. The landlady, Frau Salm, was the widow of a 
Rotfrontkampfer, and was unhappy with the situation, as was Wessel's mother. 
Horst seems to have dismissed her qualms as petit bourgeois prejudices. He was now 
working as a construction worker, but Frau Salm wanted him and his Liebchen off 
the premises. Erna's police record and Wessel's politics, sexual morality aside, may 
have been the decisive factors in Frau Salm's decision. 12 She called in some Red 
thugs, friends of her late husband, and asked them to get rid of Horst and Erna. 
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Albrecht ("Ali") Hohler, one of Erna's f,ormer employers, may have had both per
sonal and political scores to settle. He shot Horst Wessel on January 17, 1930, cry
ing out "You know what that's for!" 13 The victim died of blood poisoning on the 
night of February 23. Communists screamed out one last denunciation in the form 
of "one last Heil Hitler! for pimp Wessel." 

Joseph Goebbels, in the process of creating_ the Nazi cult of national immortality 
through death in battle, seized his opportunity. He insisted that today's wounded or 
dead Nazis were like the martyred Germans of the Great War: "Retaliation! 
Retaliation! The day is dawning!. .. We greet you, dead ones. Germany is beginn
ing to glow anew in the dawn of your blood ... Let sound the march-beat of the 
brown battalions: for freedom! The army of the dead marches with you, you storm 
troop soldiers, into a better future." 14 "Forward over the graves": Goebbels wrote 
such words for Heroes' Memorial Day in March, 1927. Seven months later he 
celebrated the "Unknown SA Man," thereby creating the impression that an SA 
man killed in a street or bar scuffle in Friedrichshain was somehow as heroic as his 
older brother or father, who had fallen before French artillery at Verdun. From the 
blood of Nazi martyrs would spring the seeds of the Nazi state. 

As Horst Wessel lay dying, Goebbels turned the strom troop leader's poem 
"Raise the Banner!" into a Nazi national hymn. He ghoulishly depicted Wessel's 
death agony as a ghostly propaganda march into "national immortality." Goebbels 
celebrated the man who abandoned middle-class snobbery for National Socialism. 
Wessel was a "socialist Christ," a man who had sacrificed himself so that Germany 
might live. With sickening sentimentality and consummate cynicism, the "little 
Doktor" used Wessel's deathbed as a prop in a passion play of his 
own creation. He brought violets to the dying man, giving the impression that he 
was maintaining a constant bedside vigil. The memory of Wessel was used against 
anti-Nazi "reactionaries": "These men have fought and suffered. We have buried 
twenty-six SA men in Berlin. Where are the dead who could witness for you?" 15 

The Nazi hero as redeemer: nothing could better inspire the new National 
Socialist cinema as conceived by Joseph Goebbels, Propaganda Minister from mid
March, 1933. This preoccupation resulted in Horst Wessel. It was directed by Franz 
Wenzler, with a script by Hanns Heinz Ewers, based upon Ewers'· best-seliing book. 
Emil Lohkamp played the title role. The film (even after editing had transformed in 
into Hans Westmar, One of Many: a German Destiny in the Year 1929) represented 
a glorification of the SA's role in Hitler's Machtergreifung.16 

Ewers himself was a controversial figure in Nazi circl,es. During most of his pro
fessional life Ewers had been a writer of popular, somewhat erotic novels, and a 
man to whom National Socialist or even volkisch ideology was totally alien. He 
seems to have discovered this ideology only when the NSDAP had begun its ascent 
to power. Old Nazi literati did not let Ewers forget his past. Their attacks betrayed 
their jealously, for this upstart, decadent liberal had even draped himself in the man
tle of Horst Wessel, and was reaping immense rewards as the author of the roman a 
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clef Horst Wessel - a German Destiny (1932). Goebbels had provided Ewers with a 
good deal of confidential material for the book, and this dispute can only have em
barrassed him. According to Joseph Wulf, the book was eventually verboten. 11 The 
film, more the product of the director Wenzler, co-producer Hanfstangl, and the SA 
under Karl Ernst and Richard Fiedler, bore little resemblance to the novel. In fact, it 
appears as if the book's Verbot may have been due to Hans Westmar's demise, 
rather than the other way around. 

Goebbels' death cult provided the opening motif of the film: somber candles and 
dirge-like music, signalling a wake. Units from several SA Standarten participated in 
the film, including Wessel's Sturm 5. The contrasts were drawn in black and white. 
The Horst Wessel Song overwhelms the Red "Internationale," The German Volk 
ultimately triumphs in its stuggle against diabolical forces, represented here by a 
Soviet commissar, a Jewish Communist Reichstag deputy, and his partner, Frau 
Cohn. Lohkamp's Hans Westmar is an upright German youth, hating the decadent 
cosmopolitanism of Berlin night life. He is an anti-pacifist who represents the best 
of the Prussian tradition, engaging in fraternity duels that are "forbidden in 
republican Germany." At the same time, Westmar is one of the few of his class who 
realizes that the real duel is taking place in the streets, with a helpless Volk pitted 
against the fanatical Reds and their horde-like, deluded proletarian followers. 
Westmar is inspired by the idea of going to the masses, since "We are all workers!" 
He seems to foresee an egalitarian social revolution under the swastika, a Volksge
meinschaft created by the SA's military comradeship. 

Westmar becomes a fiery speaker, attracting comrades of all social classes to his 
message. He goes into proletarian Berlin and gains adherents even in Friedrichshain. 
The KPD (Communists) strikes back: an SA comrade is brutally murdered. The SA 
nonetheless defies the more numerous Reds and stages a protest march in front of 
the Karl Liebknecht Haus, headquarters of the KPD. Singing their battle song "We 
are marching through Greater Berlin, we are fighting for Adolf Hitler!" the Nazis 
are attacked by the Reds, but the police do nothing except arrest the Nazis. Mean
while, the Communist deputy Kupferstein, a cackling, "un-German" Jew who 
speaks with a hate-filled Saxon accent that sounds like Yiddish, scbemes with a Rus
sian commissar. They intend to kill Hans, who threatens to break the Red hold on 
proletarian Berlin. 

In a memoir Ernst Hanfstangl (admittedly given to colorful exaggeration) recalls 
an uproarious production scene. Trying for realistic shots of a Communist/Nazi 
riot, the filmmakers decided that their SA film heroes would march through former
ly Red Wedding. The SA unit strutted into the proletarian stronghold with banners 
aloft and trumpets blaring. As planned, the "Red" actors attacked them. Then the 
unexpected happened, as cameras recorded the ensuing melee. The workers of Wed
ding, not forewarned about their moment in film history, saw the riot in the streets 
in front of their grimy tenements, and went wild. The Revolution had come! Hitler 
was to be overthrown! Tossing flower pots and other debris out their windows at the 
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Nazis, the workers showed that their enthusiasm for socialism had not diminished. 
The police had to be called in. Hanfstangl wryly notes that the scene was quite 
"realistic." 11 

The saintly "Hans Westmar" dies because of his essential goodness. He rescues 
a lovely girl from her violent, drunken Communist step-father. She is astonished 
that Hans wants nothing in return (apparently this was not true of the real Horst 
Wessel). A bunch of sadistic Reds mortally wounds Hans Westmar, and then tries to 
finish him off in the helpless sanctity of a hospital bed. Even in death these sub
humans try to besmirch the SA savior of his people. On the way to the cemetary 
crazed Red mobs try to overturn the coffin and attack Westmar's mother and 
pastor. This scene, like many others in the film, was powerfully done. In the end, the 
Volk is redeemed, and Hans Westmar marches in spirit through the Brandenburg 
Gate on January 30. Why then was this film suppressed as a menace to the Nazi 
state? 

Several theories about the suppression of Hans Westmar have been advanced. 
Erwin Leiser suggests that its portrait of the Communists may have been too sym
pathetic.18 Michael Siegert, on the other hand, argues that the film made too much 
of Wessel's upper-class student affiliations, and hence became a victim of the strug
gle for the legacy of Horst Wessel. 19 Both Leiser and Siegert cannot be right. Leif 
Furhammer and Folke Isaksson maintain that since Westmar dies with the word 
"Germany" on his lips (not "Hitler"), the film may not have been National 
Socialist enough for Dr. Goebbels. 20 

Yet as early as 1933 one American critic observed that " ... the story of Hans 
Westmar merely becomes background to a forcefully documented national move
ment." 21 Jay Baird concludes that "The nation has been saved, the Weimar regime 
overturned, and a tragically divided people--washed in the blood of martyrs--has 
become united once more and would face the future with confidence under the 
grand leadership of Adolf Hitler.'' Baird then argues that Hans Westmar was 
withdrawn from public showing because Goebbels was disappointed with a film that 
did not live up to the myth that he was creating. This too seems contradictory. 22 

David Welch suggests that Goebbels rejected overtly ideological films after 1933 
because they represented a sectarian challenge by rival agencies (like the SA) to his 
control of the film world. Besides, the foreign market would hardly welcome epics 
featuring Nazi storm troopers marching across screens in Paris or New York. This 
argument does not explain the unique uproar and clandestine manoevres that sur
rounded the Horst Wessel project from its very beginnings until its early demise. 23 

Why was this most powerful of early Nazi films withdrawn? 

The answer may well be found in the power struggle that engulfed the Third 
Reich in the autumn and winter of 1933-1934. Hans Westmar fell victim to the same 
censorship that led Joseph Goebbels drastically to alter his best-selling diary From 
the Kaiserhof to the Reich Chancellory. Hitler, and ultimately Goebbels, were lock-
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ed in a struggle with the radical leadership of the SA, personfied by Chief of Staff 
Ernst Roehm and Berlin SA Leader Karl Ernst. Goebbels had to be wary, for he had 
a reputation as an ex-radical who had learned at the feet of the now discredited 
Gregor Strasser, former Reich Organization Leader of the NSDAP. Indeed, Goeb
bels had created the myth of the idealistic "Unknown SA Man," the very individual 
whom Ernst Roehm claimed was being betrayed by Hitler and his political 
followers. 

Goebbels, like Hitler, was learning that the SA, while vital to the seizure of 
power, was a menace to retaining it. 

In 1926 Goebbels had decreed that the "SA and SS are the instrument with which 
political power is to be achieved. SA and SS may appear in public only with the Gau 
leader's agreement. " 24 Throughout these years of struggle Goebbels had trouble 
with rebellious SA men, such as Walter Stennes. These SA saw themselves as revolu
tionaries and soldiers, and chafed at the political reins held by Goebbels and his 
Munich boss, Hitler. While glorifying the selfless, revolutionary ardor of the SS 
man, Goebbels saw the SA as a mere instrument, while for men like Roehm it was an 
end in itself. Goebbels had earlier declared that "A revolutionary idea ... will make 
no compromises. " 25 Now, Roehm watched in anger as Hitler made endless com
promises with "reactionaries" like von Papen, Hugenberg, and Hindenburg. 

On New Year's Day, 1932, Goebbels had prophesied that this would be "the year 
of decision.'' At midnight he drove out to Spandau for an SA rally, and celebrated 
the coming year of destiny. Five days later Goebbels put the SA in proper perspec
tive when he noted that it would form one part of a political movement to take the 
Nazi idea into the factories. While celebrating the matchless heroism of the embattl
ed SA, Goebbels was still troubled by what he called the "Stennes ideology." He 
urged the SA to bleed (but not to death) in its struggle against the Reds and the 
bourgeois-liberal state, but he also wanted to keep it in line, making sure that it 
followed the latest political directives from Hitler. The SA, made hard by "terror 
and suppression,'' could get out of hand and destroy itself by attempting a 
premature Putsch, and "We dare not let the German revolution bleed to death." 26 

Goebbels called for "discipline and order," a pointed reference to turbulent SA 
elements. Yet in late April the cunning and cynical propagandist buried SA martyr 
Udo Curth, sighing that "the spring laughs, the birds chirp, and here a young, fresh 
being is laid to rest." Goebbels' view, which reflected his sense of Hitler's current at
titude, was that the SA consisted of ''magnificent human material,'' but that it had 
to be held in check by the party leadership. 21 After January 30, 1933 some SA 
leaders and men expected rewards for these long years of suffering. A mood of 
betrayal set in. 

No SA leader was more dissatisfied than Ernst Roehm himself. The Chief of 
Staff had returned from Bolivian exile in 1931 at the Fuhrer's request. Now he 
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dreamt of turning the half million strong Sturmabteilung into the nucleus of a 
revolutionary army, overcoming the snobbery of the Prussian officer corps. He 
would build a Volksarmee under his own command. Roehm bragged that "I am the 
new army's Scharnhorst." The Stabschef complained that "We've got to produce 
something new, don't you see? A new discipline. A new principle of organization. 
The generals are a lot of old fogeys. They never have a new idea. " 28 In June Roehm 
made a threatening statement, which made Hitler sound like a transient 
phenomenon who had sold out to the reactionaries. The real revolution was yet to 
come: " ... the SA and the SS are the foundation pillars of the coming National 
Socialist State--Their State for which they have fought and which they will defend. 
The SA and the SS are militant-spiritual bearers of the will of the German revolu
tion." Roehm warned against betraying this Revolution: " ... the SA and SS will not 
tolerate the German revolution going to sleep or being betrayed at the half-way stage 
by noncombatants. Not for their own sake, for Germany's sake ... For the brown ar
my is the last levy of the nation ... " Roehm attacked Hitler's alliance with reac
tionaries and other bourgeois elements: "At the most they stood aside and looked 
on as we fought and bled for Germany. We were too undistinguished for them, too 
loud, too radical. We still are, as far as they are concerned. " 29 

Chancellor Hitler, concerned most with putting the German economy back on its 
feet, was in no mood for such talk. Some weeks later he responded that "the ideas of 
the program do not demand that we act like fools and overturn everything, but that 
we realize our concepts wisely and carefully." 30 The new Germany needed com
petence, expertise, business acumen, and economic growth, qualities not associated 
with the SA leaders. Ominously for the SA, Hitler argued that "Revolution is not a 
permanent condition, it dares not turn into a permanent condition. One must chan
nel the unleashed stream of the revolution into the secure bed of evolution." Three 
days later, at an SA meeting in Dortmund, Hitler lauded the SA's role as educator of 
the nation, but more to the point, he indicated that the greatest task at this time was 
to put millions of unemployed men back to work. It is difficult to see how the SA 
could contribute to this economic revival. The SA had thrived and become a 
historical factor in the German crisis precisely because of its appeal to the 
unemployed, offering adventure, sustenance, and violence during an economic 
depression. In putting men back to work and calling for law and order the Fuhrer 
was robbing Roehm of his natural constituency. 

On August 19, speaking at an SA and SS Leaders meeting in Bad Godesberg, 
Hitler observed that neither the SA nor the Political Organization of the party were 
ends in themselves. They existed to serve the Volk, and their relationship to the 
Reichswehr was defined by this mission. 31 Hitler, already suspicious of Roehm's 
political ambitions, was sensitive to the Army's fear of the Stabschef. He had 
already rejected Roehm's demand for a cultural revolution. In early October In
terior Minister Wilhelm Frick denounced the SA's latest infringements against 
police prerogatives. 
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Ernst Roehm was busily welding the SA and the former Stahlhelm into a mass 
paramilitary organization the like of which Germany had never seen. Pressures were 
mounting on Hitler. Would the Army control defense and military training, or 
would Roehm? Cooperation on training seemed feasible in the short ruh, but Hitler 
feared that the Army might overthrow him if he appeared to be yielding to Roehm's 
demands for a Volksarmee. Hitler thus stalled for time by using ambiguous words. 
Goebbels seemed to understand their meaning, but the SA leaders, however uneasy, 
did not foresee the catastrophe that would engulf their army within eleven months. 

By October the conflict was growing in intensity. On the ninth Joseph Goebbels 
celebrated the twenty-sixth anniversary of Horst Wessel's birth. The hospital room 
in which Wessel had died was consecrated as a holy Nazi shrine. In his speech, 
delivered in the courtyard of the hospital, Goebbels celebrated the young hero as a 
symbol, and urged his men to march "forward in his spirit. " 32 There were cliches 
about "holding the banner aloft," without lurching to "left or right," but Goebbels 
suppressed much of his old revolutionary rhetoric about struggle and revolt. It was 
at this time that Horst Wessel went back to the studio for re-editing. 

Goebbels was taking Horst Wessel and transforming him into a middle-class 
Nazi symbol of the defeat of Communism and the collapse of the Weimar state. The 
revolutionary socialist of 1930 was buried in a burst of patriotic hot air. In this way 
Goebbels definitively broke with Roehm and again pledged his allegiance to Adolf 
Hitler. Wilfred Bade, a Goebbels employee and one of the most widely published 
Nazi poets and writers, later caught the spirit of this neutered Horst Wessel when he 
wrote, in Die grossen Deutschen that "The earth shakes, and a curtain is torn up 
from top to bottom .... People call such a sacrificial death a mysterium, its effects 
miracles. This miracle happened in 1930 in the National Socialist movement. " 33 

Joseph Goebbels had seen the handwriting on the wall. After forcing the pro
ducers of Hans Westmar to make drastic changes in Horst Wessel, Goebbels threw 
out the whole thing. Hanfstangl was convinced that Goebbels was "jealous" of his 
achievement, and hence had made feeble excuses for the suppression of the movie: 
Hans Westmar was portrayed as too "Christian," or too "bourgeois," he lacked 
"revolutionary Nazi feeling," he came across as "too commonplace." 35 These com
ments were absurd. Goebbels, like Hitler, was merely stalling for time, Just three 
weeks later Hitler wrote to Roehm as follows: "My dear Chief of Staff! The struggle 
of the National Socialist movement and the National Socialist revolution were only 
possible by the determined suppression of the Marxist terror by the SA. " 36 Hitler 
said nothing about the future. Implicit, however, was his growing conviction that an 
SA vital to the seizure of power was an impediment to building a prosperous, re
armed National Socialist state. It would have been out of character for Goebbels to 
have told a second echelon gossip like Hanfstangl about his real motives for sup
pressing the Wessel film. These motives were purely political in nature. Goebbels 
killed "Westmar" before Hitler killed his SA Chief of Staff, for the screen hero was 
a celluloid tribute to Roehm-type men. The idea preceded the deed. 
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Hitler forced a compromise upon the SA and the Reichswehr in late February, 
1934, but it only papered over the crack. Amidst his drunken SA comrades, Roehm 
cursed the Fuhrer: "What that ridiculous Corporal says means nothing to us ... I 
have not the slightest intention of keeping this agreement. Hitler is a traitor and at 
the very least must go on leave ... If we can't get there with him, we'll get there 
without him. " 37 One of Roehm's interlocutors was SA Obergruppenfuhrer Viktor 
Lutze, an ambitious man who was ready to inform on his "treasonous" Stabschef. 
Goebbels had known Lutze for seven years, and would prove fortunate in Hitler's 
choice of this man to succeed Roehm. As early as 1926 he had noted in his diary that 
he had "Schemed with Viktor Lutze yesterday. I can manage him." 38 It would have 
been in character for Goebbels to have used Lutze for the purpose of passing on 
''treasonous' 'talk to the Fuhrer. 

During the spring of 1934 Goebbels remained in intermittant contact with 
Roehm and Lutze. He had pledged undying fealty to Hitler as early as 1926, and it is 
unlikely that the Doktor was playing a double game. His constant attacks on Gregor 
Strasser made him an unlikely radical ally of any SA Revolte. Nevertheless, Goeb
bels mistrusted Hitler's new conservative allies, and may have wished to maintain a 
balance between them and the so-called left-wing of the party in case Hitler reversed 
course once again. During the crisis he stayed close to Hitler. 

By late June Hitler had completed his plans for the leadership of the SA. He add
ed names to the death list, among them that of Gregor Strasser, Goebbels' old 
patron. Goebbels and Hitler attended the wedding of Gauleiter Joseph Terboven on 
June 28, and later flew to Munich from Essen. 39 Alfred Rosenberg, the Nazi "in
tellectual," was extremely hostile to Goebbels, whose career, intellect, and lack of 
scruples easily outdistanced his own. In his diary Rosenberg venomously gossiped 
that Hitler had told Goebbels to stay at home, that the forthcoming purge was 
"men's work." But the Fuhrer, feeling sorry for Dr. Goebbels, let him participate in 
the bloody affair. 40 Otto Strasser, then in exile, later wrote that Hitler had let Goeb
bels view the carnage in order to demonstrate to the devious little man the folly of 
disloyalty. Such undocumented comments are hard to refute, but we do know that 
on the evening of June 29 Goebbels and Lutze conferred with Hitler. 41 The next day 
Roehm, Karl Ernst and other prophets of the Second Revolution lost their lives. 

Joseph Goebbels had one more matter to take care of, for his best-selling 
"diary" had to be altered in a hurry. In the first edition we read that on the glorious 
afternoon of January 30, 1933 "Chief-of-Staff Roehm stands at the window the 
whole time, watching the door of the Chancellory from which the Leader must 
emerge. " 42 This passage soon disappeared from the script. 

Hans Westmar had been suppressed because it represented one long glorification 
of the revolutionary SA. It did so at a time when Roehm was prepared to challenge 
the Reichswehr for control of the German armed forces. If one's information about 
the Seizure of Power was based upon Hans Westmar, one would conclude that the 
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SA, not Hitler, Goebbels and the Nazi party, had "conquered Berlin" and the 
Reich. One writer has described Emil Lohkamp's Hans Westmar as "totally under 
the spell of Hitler and Goebbels ... " 43 This indeed was true, but it was a spell cast by 
two distant figures who hardly play a role in the film. Hitler's name is mentioned, 
and the dying Westmar declares ecstatically that Dr. Goebbels "visited me yester
day." Part of Goebbels' famous graveside eulogy is read at the end of the film. 
These genuflections pale beside the loving portrait of the heroic SA. Yet any movie
goer could look about and see that these heroes were not running the Third Reich. 
Had they been betrayed? Roehm and Ernst thought so. Goebbels thus decided that 
Hans Westmar would go the way of Horst Wessel. This explains the unusually 
strong language employed by the authorities when suppressing the film as "jeopar
dizing state interests ... " 

Goebbels was busily creating his own myth of the "Battle for Berlin," and it left 
precious little room for a revolutionary, socialist SA. In 1943 he bragged that "In 
seven years I won the title of honor of 'Conqueror of Berlin.' I have decided to earn 
the title 'Defender of Berlin' in just as many weeks." Goebbels repeated his great 
myth on many occasions: "I came to Berlin in November 1926 with three hundred 
Berliners on my side, and with them I conquered Berlin. " 44 The myth inspired Goeb
bels. Just as an embattled band of Nazis under his leadership had wrested Berlin 
from Reds and bourgeois capitalists in the Kampfzeit, so beleaguered Greater Ger
many would defeat Western "plutocrats" and Bolshevik hordes in 1943-1945. Hans 
Westmar did not fit this myth. Worse still, it glorified an heroic SA whose leaders 
were no longer paragons of loyalty. 

Caught between the "Stennes ideology" and "Roehm Revolte," Goebbels 
sacrificed Hans Westmar in order to avoid a deadly trap. Better to suppress a power
ful film than to be associated in Hitler's eyes with Roehm and his SA. The disap
pearance of Hans Westmar was a memorial to a slippery propagandist, who had 
almost been trapped between the demands of politics and the temptations of myth. 4 s 
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THE ARMY AND THE SA PARTNERSHIP, 1933-1934 

Michael B. Barrett 

This year marks the fiftieth anniversary of the "Night of the Long Knives", the 
brutal massacre of Storm Trooper leaders by Adolf Hitler. While historians are 
generally agreed as to the shocking events that took place on 30 June 1934, 
this consensus disintegrates when it comes to explaining why this dreadful event oc
curred. What does find acceptance is the almost universal dismissal of Hitler's 
justification for his action: that Rohm planned a putsch and his homosexual ac
tivities scandalized the party. Rohm 's state of unpreparedness (to the extent of 
literally being caught in bed) flatly belies the charge that he was launching a second 
revolution, and his penchant for young men was well known. On the other hand, 
some historians have seen the hand of the army behind the actions of 30 
June since the military, they argue, was the chief beneficiary of Rohm's removal. 
Hitler's actions on 30 June demonstrated his commitment to the Reichswehr. 
The murder of Rohm ended any ambitions that the three million man 
SA would replace the army. 1 Others have argued that the Stabschef's downfall came 
about as part of the inevitable ''sorting out'' that occurs after the onset of any suc
cessful revolution, and that accordingly one must turn to the Nazi Party and its in
ternecine struggles to understand the meaning of the events of 30 June. 2 My 
own research follows this latter path, and what I propose to argue in this paper is 
that the ties between the SA and the army (Reichswehr) were actually much closer 
than previously suspected. In fact, by 30 June 1934, a fairly comfortable 
and smoothly functioning modus vivendi existed between the two organizations. For 
all intents and purposes, the SA had taken over the basic training of the bulk of 
military recruits. Indeed, this arrangement was so advantageous for the army that it 
continued long after the "Night of the Long Knives." A former branch of the SA 
continued training recruits until the re-introduction of conscription in 1935. 

When Hitler became Chancellor in January 1933, his SA numbered almost a 
half-million men, 3 most of whom expected to share promptly in the spoils of the mo
ment of triumph. Opportunists swelled the ranks of the SA, as did the 
Gleichschaltung process, the elimination, or in many instances, the absorption into 
the Nazi movement of former allies and some opponents. As a result, by the beginn
ing of June 1933, the SA probably numbered close to a million men. 4 Many of these 
unemployed SA men soon found themselves serving as auxiliary police, dispensing 
justice in the Chicago style. Everything seemed possible in those first exhilarating 
days of the Nazi take-over, and not a few of the SA men and leaders boasted that 
they would assume the functions of the Reichswehr as soon as the internal foes were 
eliminated and the SA was no longer needed as auxiliary police. This sort of rhetoric 
naturally led to friction between the two organizations, a friction that is well
documented and often used as proof of irreconciliable enmity between the two 
organizations. 5 

Having once faced the armed might of the state, Hitler had no intention of an-
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tagonizing the army. Within days of ~coming to power, the Fuhrer assured the 
generals he had no desire to interfere in their affairs, and he promised unstinting 
support for defense. He also reassured them that he viewed the mission of the SA as 
a political one and he foresaw no merger of the SA and the army. 6 This was a theme 
that Hitler had consistently stressed since 1926. 1 At any rate, his words were 
welcome to the generals who had just begun the personnel expansion phase of an 
ambitious rearmament plan launched some four years earlier. 8 To disguise the ex
pansion from Germany's neighbors, who might attack if they discovered this 
unilateral violation of the Versailles Treaty, army officials attempted to hide the 
basic training for new recruits. Reliable organization outside the army would pro
vide basic instruction, freeing military units to concentrate on advanced or specializ
ed training. Pursuing this approach, in 1932 officers set up an ostensibly civilian 
agency, the Reichskuratorium fur Jugendertuchtigung, to train "military sport" in
structors from the various sport organizations and paramilitary leagues, including 
the SA.9 In turn, the new "military sport" instructors would provide what 
amounted to basic recruit training for the members of their organization. Thus in 
the event of a war, Germany would have a large number of trained men to augment 
the military. Moreover, as the Reichswehr increased in size following its expansion 
and rearmament plan, the graduates of military sport training would be ear-marked 
for military service and could immediately commence specialized training, saving 
considerable time and manpower for the army. The Defense Ministry had heartily 
endorsed the concept and had sent numerous army junior officers to the camps of 
the Reichskuratorium to train its military sports instructors just at the time Hitler 
became Chancellor. 10 Thus when Hitler told the generals he hoped to accelerate the 
pace of the expansion program, the army found itself in a bind. The Reichswehr 
would be hard pressed to provide just the specialized training even if it got back im
mediately all its officers assigned to the Reichskuratorium; providing any basic 
recruit training was clearly out of the question. 

Accordingly, the only way to meet the accelerated pace envisioned by the Fuhrer 
was to rely more heavily on the Reichskuratorium to train military sport instructors 
for the reliable paramilitary leagues. These groups in turn would provide their men 
with basic recruit training, leaving specialized subjects to the army. Defense Minister 
Blomberg spoke in favor of expanding the Reichskuratorium. It would be staffed by 
reliable leaders selected by the army from the Stahlhelm, the conservative veterans' 
organization. Stahlhelm Leader Franzu "Seldte's just the one," said Blomberg, 11 

but these plans were for naught. Through the Gleichschaltung process, the Nazi Par
ty and its affiliates had swallowed or disbanded numerous rival organizations, and 
the SA absorbed the Stahlhelm in April 1933. 12 SA Grupenfuhrer Friedrich-Wilhelm 
Kruger, 13 the SA liaison officer to the Reichskuratorium, had envisioned himself as 
the head of that organization and claimed it as his own. 14 At first ignored, Kruger 
eventually got his way. With the SA now no longer needed as auxiliary police, SA 
Chief of Staff Rohm undoubtedly saw the military training role as a providential op
portunity to provide meaningful activity for thousands of soon-to-be unemployed 
SA men. Rohm enjoyed Hitler's support, and by the end of May, Kruger became the 
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head of a new SA organization, the Chef des Ausbildungswesens der SA (Chef AW). 
This group replaced the Reichskuratorium and had the mission of training the new 
recruits for the army. 15 

The Fuhrer, Rohm, Kruger, and the army leaders hammered out the final details 
at the annual SA Leaders' conference in Bad Reichenhall in early July. Hitler 
ordered Kruger's Chef AW organization to train 250,000 recruits annually for the 
army. 16 Blomberg and his assistant; Colonel Walter von Reichenau, had reason to 
pleased with these arrangements. The unsavory Rohm was out of the picture, while 
his hordes of SA men could be tapped for military service. Carefully drafted regula
tions kept the SA limited to the rudiments of recruit training, and the army had 
several liaison officers to insure the SA did not become overly ambitious. Of equal 
importance, it appeared as if the army had made a major concession to the new 
order by allowing the National Socialist Party a role ·in national defense - a volte 
face from the policy so carefully enunciated by Seeckt. However, all the advantages 
lay with the Reichswehr: the army dictated the content of Chef AW training, and it 
accepted the SA men of its choice, preventing entire SA units from joining as such. 
Finally, if the Allies caught wind of the expansion program, it would be the Nazis 
who would be caught conducting the illicit training and who would suffer the 
political consequences. 

Kruger wasted no time in getting the Chef AW organization into operation. With 
the urgency accorded the situation by Hitler, Kruger had no financial problems. In 
fact, he had a blank check, for he operated without a budget or any financial 
restraints for over a year. 11 He located his headquarters ( eventually numbering some 
180 employees) in Berlin and assign~d smaller Chef AW sections to the staffs of the 
major regional SA commands. 18 Construction of the new camps and training 
facilities proceeded at a slower rate, although Kruger spared no effort to spur con
tractors to move faster. Kruger took over the eighteen training facilities of the 
Reichskuratorium along with several other camps from other organizations, most 
notably the SA, and built the rest. In all, his organization eventually operated some 
240 camps and military sport training facilities. 19 Over ten thousand instructors and 
support personnel staffed these camps from which some 300,000 young men receiv
ed military sport training. 20 The average course had a duration ·of four weeks, and its 
contents would be familiar to anyone who had completed basic military training. 21 

Graduates received the SA Sport Badge which was authorized for wear on both SA 
and Reichswehr uniforms. 22 

Ties between Kruger's organization and the Reichswehr were necessarily close. 
The army assigned several liaison officers, including one, Walter Model, who later 
became a field marshal. 23 The army conducted courses to train Kruger's new instruc
tors, drew up the guide lines for Chef AW courses, and even housed Chef AW 
students while permanent facilities were under construction. 24 Military authorities 
made completion of the Chef AW course a prerequisite for enlistment, 25 and for the 
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most part, relations between Kruger and Reichenau (the chief military contact for 
Kruger) were cordial. 

In contrast to Kruger's harmonious ties with the Reichswehr were his relations 
with his own superior, Rohm. The SA leader correctly anticipated the "empire 
building" tendencies of his ambitious subordinate and kept a close watch on him. 
Rohm retained control over the top level Chef AW promotions and assignments, 
and he muddied the channels of communication between Kruger and his subor
dinates, a situation which caused considerable confusion and ill-will. 26 Other SA 
leaders raged at both Kruger's arrogance and his recruiting of their best personnel, a 
situation which a conference with Hitler, Reichenau, Kruger, and Rohm failed to 
solve. 21 Despite these problems, which did carry over into the relations between the 
Chef AW and the army, military officers remained satisfied with Kruger's activities. 
Reichenau told him on one occasion that if his organization were discontinued, the 
Reichswehr would have to abandon certain asp~cts of its expansion program. 28 

Hitler's successful walkout from the League of Nations and the surpnsmg 
absence of any serious Allied protest to the German military expansion program en
couraged the generals to accelerate the pace of expansion. Hitler readily agreed. 29 

The revised plans called for a peacetime force of 300,000, contingent upon rein
troduction of conscription in a year or so. 30 This decision implicitly questioned the 
raison d'etre of Kruger's organization, but until conscription went into effect, the 
importance of the Chef AW organization actually increased. The Reichswehr had 
not been capable of training the modest number of extra recruits who had joined 
under the auspices of the original expansion plan, so in order to cope with the huge 
influx predicated by the revised plan, Kruger's assistance was more essential than 
ever. 

The decision to increase the tempo and scope of expansion placed the"army in a 
difficult position. In order to provide specialized training for the new soldiers, 
Reichenau would have to recall all military personnel assigned to temporary duty 
with the Chef AW. 3

' When these men returned to their units, much of Reichenau's 
influence in the Chef AW organization would evaporate, just when the army would 
rely more than ever on its services and just when Rohm was becoming quite intrac
table. In the fall of 1933, the SA chief had begun to press quite openly for a greater 
role in national defense matters for his organization, and his elevation to ministerial 
rank, on 1 December, albeit without portfolio, indicated his growing importance. 32 

By mid-December, the army could neither put off reaching some understanding with 
Rohm nor could the generals risk alienating him by categorically rejecting his 
demands. The SA leader sensed the predicament of the army, and while even today 
the extent of his terms are unclear, it appears that he insisted on complete control of 
the Border Guard 33 and recognition that the SA constituted the nation's reserve 
force. 34 

During December and January, Rohm aired his demands in a series of in-
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conclusive conversations with Reichenau. Where the breakdown occurred is uncer
tain, but Reichenau agreed to allow the SA to assume responsibility for all military 
sport training, and he also discussed an expanded role for the SA in the Border 
Guard, hinting at an eventual take-over. Reichenau appeared to make concessions, 
at least in the eyes of the horrified general staff, 35 but in reality, he conceded nothing 
of substance. Kruger already ran military sport training, and the loss of the Border 
Guard meant little. It was liability, its military efficiency was low, and it was already 
staffed exclusively with SA men. 36 

Kruger heard of these developments and began to fear for his position. Rohm 
had told SA leaders in late November or early December that he intended to assign 
Kruger's responsibilities to them, 37 implying an imminent dismantling of the Chef 
AW organization. Trying to line up support for his position, Kruger approached 
Reichenau and offered to allow the military a greater role in the Chef AW organiza
tion. He suggested that the army assign an officer to direct all training, while he 
(Kruger) would administer the program. Reicheanau warmed to this proposal and 
even designated an officer for the duty. 38 

Blomberg sent this proposal to Rohm, who reacted violently to the dashing of his 
hopes for a greater role in defense matters for the SA. "I envision," wrote the SA 
leader in a scorching missive to Blomberg, ''the Reichswehr from now on as merely 
a school for the training of the nation. Direction of war efforts ... will be ... func
tions of the SA. " 39 A shocked Blomberg took the issue directly to the Fuhrer, who 
resolved the issue by stating the the SA's role in this area was limited to providing 
military sport training. 40 

Blomberg now realized he held a11 the trumps, so he ordered his staff to re-write 
the agreement reached between Kruger and Reichenau. ''The duties of the SA in 
connection with the national defense are regulated," read the new document, "by 
the Reich Defense Minister. " 41 The Defense Minister then restricted the role of the 
SA to providing military sport training. Rohm protested to Hitler, who allowed a 
few face-saving changes, but the essence of the order remained unchanged, and the 
definitive agreement between the SA and the Reichswehr outlining the respon
sibilities of each organization was signed by Rohm and Blomberg at the well
documented Schlieff en Association Meeting, 28 February 1934. 42 Further discom
forting Rohm, Hitler specifically stated that he viewed this arrangement as tem
porary, as a transition period until conscription could be introduced. 43 

Following a strong outburst about a new "Dictation of Versailles," Rohm 
faithfully carried out his part of the agreement. He issued orders stating that "the 
direction of national defense and its measures lies in the hands of the Reich Defense 
Minister . . . '' and he urged '' frictionless cooperation'' between the SA and the 
Reichswehr. He even tried to pre-empt the inevitable disappointment from his 
subordinates by a strong appeal to discipline and duty. 44 He also backed away from 
interfering with Kruger's organization. 
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From the end of February, no major controversies developed between the SA 
and the army. Reichswehr intelligence officers, ordered to keep close tabs on the SA, 
discovered no evidence of any intentions that the Brown Shirts planned to violate the 
agreement of 28 February. 45 A major publicity campaign launched by the Army 
Command and stressing the unique role of the army in defense matters proved com
pletely unnecessary, since the SA no longer contested the army's position. 46 

The events of 30 June 1934, the "Night of the Long Knives," changed little of 
substance. Superficially, Hitler's precipitate action publicly and conclusively 
answered the question of which organization (SA or Reichswehr) dominated na
tional defense matters. Never again did anyone seriously assert that the SA should 
have a significant role in military affairs. However, this issue had received its 
definitive resolution at least some four months earlier. Moreover, one can advance a 
strong argument that Hitler never regarded the SA as anything other than the mili
tant wing, the "leg workers," of his party. In concre(e terms, insofar as it concerned 
the important working relationship between the SA and the army, the ''Night of the 
Long Knives" altered nothing. 

Scholars have concluded that Rohm had no Putsch plans and that most army of
ficers, with the possible exception of Blomberg, Reichenau and Army Commander 
Fritsch, had no prior knowledge of the action taken against the SA. There is also no 
evidence indicating that Kruger either knew of or participated in the events of 30 
June. Not a single Chef AW organization man was shot in connection with the 
episode, and of all SA units, only the Chef AW formations were allowed to retain 
weapons after 30 June. The hypothesis that the conflict between the SA and the 
Chef AW fanned the already tense situation between Rohm and the Reichswehr and 
precipitated the events of 30 June cannot be sustained. 47 SA-Reichswehr relations 
had often been quarrelsome, but the acceptance of the Schlieffen Assembly com
promise by both parties marked and end to the conflict. After Hitler had so clearly 
given his support to the army's monopoly on defense matters, Rohm was no longer 
in a position to threaten the Chef AW organization and its vital contribution to the 
defense effort. With his own position secured by the same agreement, Kruger 
likewise had no motive to push for Rohm's elimination. Kruger did hope for 
autonomy for his organization at some point in the future (and did receive it after 
the 30 June Affair), but for all practical purposes he had achieved independence in 
February 1934. He had no reason to sabotage the fragile arrangement between the 
SA and the army which permitted his autonomy. The army likewise had no reason to 
seek the destruction of either Rohm or the SA, a move which might have interfered 
with Kruger's vital work. Kruger's organization accomplished what the army could 
not, namely it provided basic recruit training to the vast numbers envisioned in the 
expansion program, so there was no reason to risk tampering with that arrangement. 
The goals which the army had set for the Kruger organization at the Reichenhall 
Conference in 1933 were achieved. When the last of the military advisors attached to 
the Chef AW returned to their units in April 1934, Kruger's organization continued 
to function entirely on its own. In May, Defense Minister Blomberg expressed his 
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confidence in the Chef AW organization by requesting that Kruger train an addi
tional quarter-million men by October 1935, 48 a strong endorsement of both the 
Chef AW and the arrangements between the army and the SA. 

To conclude, the Schlieffen Assembly of 1934 marked the finalization of the 
relationship between the SA and the Reichswehr. This agreement was definitive, and 
there is no evidence either side sought to subvert or sabotage it. Moreover, as this 
paper argues, the ties between the SA (to which the Chef AW Organization belong
ed) and the army were close. One can even use the term symbiotic. Consequently, we 
must look elsewhere for Hitler's motives for smashing the SA. These reasons and the 
moment when he decided to strike are still debated. 

•Part of the funding for the research for this paper came from the Citadel Development Foundation, for 
which the author expresses grateful acknowledgement. 
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A DIFFERENT BRAND OF EDUCATION: 
STROM THURMOND GOES TO THE SENATE, 1954 

Doyle W. Boggs 

Through the first eight months, 1954 seemed to be an unusally quiet political 
year in South Carolina. In the spring Democratic primary voters chose nominees for 
a United States senator, the governor, and the lieutenant governor, but there had 
been little real interest. Senator Burnett R. Maybank had run unopposed for re
election, and a young Charleston lawyer, Ernest F. Hollings, had been the over
whelming choice for lieutentant governor. Even though political analysts had con
sidered Lester Bates a strong candidate for governor, George Bell Timmerman Jr. 
had rolled over him with 60 percent of the vote. All that remained of the 1954 
political season was the certification of the official Democratic Party slate on 
September 3, and its ratification in the meaningless November election. It was as 
though the state were enjoying an Indian summer of one-party politics, for within a 
few years the winter storms of federal court decisions, civil rights legislation, home 
rule reform, and Republican courting of southern votes would bring the era of the 
"Solid Democractic South" to an end. 

Underlying this outward calm, however, was a potentially explosive tension built 
into the Democratic Party-controlled election process in South Carolina. On the one 
hand, there was the closed nature of the organized party, which in reality was a 
shifting coalition of courthouse "rings," dominated by state senators, sheriffs, and 
state executive committeemen. State legislative and judicial regulation was never ef
fective, and even token efforts in this direction were abandoned completely after 
1944 when the United States Supreme Court ruled that state-authorized primaries 
must be conducted in accordance with the Fifteenth Amendment. Potentially, then, 
the party organization might be considered a powerful tool for control of the state 
government. Yet custom had dic'~ated a different fate for the party aparatus. As 
V.O. Key, Jr., noted in his 1949 masterpiece, Southern Politics in the State and Na
tion, ''party machinery is an impotent mechanism dedicated largely to the perfor
mance of routine duties. It has few functions that lend it prestige or power." 1 The 
counterweight to the tightly organized party structure was the primary, a colorful, 
exciting but badly flawed nominating process. It stressed personalities rather than 
issues. It deprived many people of their right to vote. The absence of non-partisan 
supervision encouraged corruption. Nevertheless, many useful public careers were 
launched by young upstarts who took on the "ring" in the primary and won. It is 
unlikely that the one-party political system could have endured across the South 
without the addition of this ''safety valve'' institution in the l 890's and its reform by 
the progressives a quarter century later. 

Commentators expected these structural tensions to surface in South Carolina 
politics sooner or later, perhaps as early as an expected 1956 U.S. Senate contest be
tween incumbent Olin . D. Johnston and former Governor J. Strom Thurmond. 
Johnston represented the Democratic regulars, and cooperated with the powerful 
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leadership of South Carolina's General Assembly. This so-called Barnwell Ring, 
which was identified in the public mind with Senator Edgar A. Brown and Speaker 
of the House Solomon Blatt, urged cooperation with the national party for 
patronage and seniority purposes. Although South Carolina voters demonstrated 
considerable restlessness over the Democratic Party's position on civil rights and 
other issues, the regulars argued that continued party solidarity in Washington and 
Columbia was the best approach to blocking undesirable legislation. 

By the early l 950's an opposing position in South Carolina had developed 
around two extremely powerful figures, who perhaps were driven together more by 
common enemies than common ideology. Thurmond, though skilled and ambitious 
in politics, already had a reputation as a political maverick. Starting out as what 
John Gunther called "a youthful war veteran and distinct liberal" as governor in the 
l 940's, Thurmond bolted the national Democratic Party-by running for President 
himself in 1948, and he supported the Republican national ticket in 1952. 2 Defeated 
by Johnston for the United State Senate in 1950, he eagerly awaited another oppor
tunity to win the state's highest political honor. In contrast to Thurmond, James F. 
Byrnes was near the end of a distinguished political career in 1954. After holding 
some of the highest offices in all three branches of the federal government during the 
New Deal era, Byrnes had been elected governor of South Carolina in 1950. As Jack 
Bass and Walter De Vries have commented, he devoted most of his administration to 
fighting integration in the public schools, and was frustrated in much the same man
ner that Calhoun had been a century earlier when he returned home from 
Washington to def end slavery and state sovereignty. 3 Moveover, Byrnes was bitter 
at the national Democratic Party, which had rejected him as a vice presidential can
didate in 1944. In 1952, Byrnes supported Eisenhower for President, and was largely 
responsible for the general's winning 49 percent of the South Carolina vote. In 
general, the Byrnes-Thurmond Dixiecrats represented the interests of the white pro
fessional and business classes of the black belt and the cities, voters antagonistic to 
to the clique of state legislators then in control of the regular Democratic organiza
tion. 4 

Looking forward to two years with both Byrnes and Thurmond out of political 
office, the regulars were jolted on September 1, 1954, by the news that their U.S. 
Senate nominee, incumbent Burnett R. Maybank, had died at his summer home in 
Flat Rock, North Carolina. Since the filing deadline for the general election was on
ly two days away, swift action was required. Even before Maybank's funeral, state 
Democratic chairman Neville Bennett called his executive committee into session. 
Composed of one representative from each of the state's forty-six counties and 
dominated by powerful state senators, the committee found its alternatives limited 
by both legal and political considerations. 

There was no question that the rank-and-file Democratic voters and the state's 
news media wanted a new primary, but such a project was clouded by the advice of 
Attorney General T. C. Callison. He cautioned against manipulating the electoral 
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process either by leaving Maybank's name on the general election ballot, or by 
substituting a stand-in candidate who would withdraw in favor of the winner of a 
special primary. His greatest fear was a court test of the state's general election law 
of 1950, which had been specifically written to keep blacks out of the political pro
cess. General election voters in November would also have to write in the name of 
the Democratic candidate. As Tom Pope of Newberry warned, "We would run the 
risk of the NAACP or somebody writing in votes for a candidate who might win 
over the white Democrat. " 5 A few cynics also noted that the regulars had no can
didate who could defeat Strom Thurmond in a head-on primary clash. 

There was also some speculation that the party might call a special nominating 
convention, but that type of gathering offered no real legal advantages to the 
primary. Moreover, it would be very difficult for the regulars to turn back a Byrnes 
bandwagon should the retiring governor announce his desire to return to the U.S. 
Senate, where he had served in the 1930's. 

On the morning of September 3, the committee's likely decision became known 
when the Charleston News and Courier reported that "Senator Brown has a 
definite, possibly controlling vote in the committee for outright nomination. " 6 In
terviewed years later, Spartanburg committeeman Jesse S. Bobo confirmed that 
observation. "We knew that Brown had his majority when we got to the hotel in 
Columbia that afternoon. People from Washington had been calling around putting 
on pressure. Still, we felt we should make some kind of effort, so we drew up a 
resolution for a primary." 7 Brown's floor leaders, state Senators Marion Gressette 
and Rembert C. Dennis, easily pushed through a motion to table Bobo's proposal. 
Most of the primary's supporters were from the piedmont section of the state, while 
the midlands and the strip of counties along the Savannah River lined up solidly 
with Brown. Of the eleven state senators present, ten opposed the primary. In 
essence, the Barnwell Ring and the executive committee it controlled had decided to 
avoid legal risks by taking a political gamble. 

Conjuring up images of smoke filled rooms, the South Carolina news media 
leaped to attach the committee's decision. The Columbia State's banner headline of 
September 4 proclaimed, "Committee Hands Brown Nomination; State's Voters 
Are Bypassed For First Time in Sixty Years." The News and Courier declared in a 
front page editorial, "Brown's mandate comes not from the people, but from the 
politicians . . . if brains and wily skill were the only qualities needed for good 
government, South Carolinians can feel secure with Senator Brown." With the ex
ception of the Anderson Independent and Daily Mail, every daily newspaper in the 
state condemned the committee's action, and about forty of the county weeklies 
followed suit. Perhaps the best statement of popular sentiment was expressed in a 
letter to the editor of the News and Courier: "I wouldn't vote for Washington, Lin
coln, Lee, or Saint Paul if they were here and voted to deprive citizens of the right to 
choose their own candidate in the democratic way." 9 As Senator Thurmond's 
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biographer put it, "There was now a pack of hounds - substantial in number and in 
influence - all joined in full cry and nipping constantly at the heels of both nominee 
Brown and the committee. The chase, fed by the press of Charleston, Greenville, 
and Columbia, was not to end until midnight on November 2." 10 

Brown's cause, however, appeared to be anything but hopeless in the first week 
of September, 1954. Much of the storm of protest centered around the primary 
situation, and many of those who were most upset held no personal animosity 
toward Brown. Bobo explained that his minority faction on the executive committee 
had "wanted a primary, but if we couldn't have it, we felt that Brown was the 
strongest candidate we could put up. We were certain that there would be some kind 
of write-in, and we felt that he had the best chance of winning. You can't help but 
like Mr. Brown; he wields a big stick, but he had done a lot for South Carolina." 11 

The national Democratic party pledged financial help and its endorsement, and 
Senator Johnston's organization was poised to help Brown in the piedmont coun
ties, where "the Bishop from Barnwell" was unpopular. 

Many candidates toyed with the idea of a protest write-in-candidacy, but only 
th.e Dixiecrats could actually defeat Brown. Byrnes was anxious to make the effort. 
Once Brown's close friend, the governor had been chilly toward the Barnwell 
senator since the 1944 Democratic national convention, when Brown · had been 
assigned the difficult mission of informing Byrnes that Harry Truman would be 
Roosevelt's running mate. Since then, the two men had suffered through the usual 
bitter clashes between a strong governor and the conservative legislative leadership. 
The national press reported that Byrnes was furious at Brown's nomination: "If the 
committee doesn't have a primary, it will cause a revolution in this state," Byrnes 
was quoted as saying, "and I'll help the revolutionaries." 12 To insure that all voters 
received the message, Governor Byrnes passed over Brown to appoint the well
known Greenville industrialist Charles E. Daniel to fill Maybank's post during a 
special U. S. Senate session regarding Joseph McCarthy. The appointment was not 
condemned in the state as overtly political, but it clearly deprived Brown of the op
portunity to gain some important seniority. Behind the scenes, Daniel was prepared 
to work diligently for the Dixiecrats in the Piedmont. "He brought into the fold a 
number of men with long arms who started out with Brown, "Byrnes noted. Another 
important business leader, Columbia banker B. M. Edwards, wrote the governor, "I 
think Brown has done a grand job. He has kept every promise made to me, and has 
been most helpful in preventing bad legislation with respect to banking in South 
Carolina. Were it not for the fact that you have taken a position against Brown in 
this campaign, I probably would have actively supported him/' 13 

On September 7, having received "telegrams, letters, phone calls, and messages 
from committees urging me to run," Thurmond decided that he would risk challeng
ing Brown "without an organization and without money" rather than wait to op
pose Johnston again in 1956. 14 Terming his campaign a crusade for the primary, he 
assured the electorate that he was indeed a Democrat. "The state committee," he 
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said, "cannot transfer the nomination of Senator Maybank to any other candidate, 
and in the absence of a special primary, Democrats are absolutely free under the 
rules of the party, under their loyalty oaths, and under the law to go into the general 
election and vote for the candidate of their choice." 15 

Thurmond's formal announcement set the stage for a most unusual political 
campaign. On paper, Thurmond began the race with an imposing lead. He had the 
support of the governor and the endorsement of all the important newspapers as 
well as greater personal popularity. If he could keep public resentment over Brown's 
nomination at a fever pitch, the election would turn into a simple referendum on the 
primary. On the other hand, Brown faced a much less complex political task. While 
the Dixiecrats would have to educate the voters on the complicated write-in process, 
Brown's goal was to convince people to do what they had been doing for years--pull 
the straight Democratic lever in a general election. Moreover, many South Caroli
nians were concerned about Thurmond's credentials as a Democrat, and thought of 
his entry into the race as a bit of ambitious opportunism. The campaign turned on 
clashes over these basic issues. 

The first of these exchanges came during the third week of September. Against 
the advice of his wife and some of his staff, Thurmond promised to resign after two 
years in Washington, offering to run for re-election in the 1956 Democratic primary. 
This pledge was hailed by the press, which pronounced the issue of ''boss versus 
Republican" dead, and challenged Brown to make a similiar affirmation of belief in 
the primary system. However, Brown had already considered and rejected such a 
gesture. "We could have cut Strom Thurmond off with a promise of resigning in 
two years," Brown claimed later. "At sixty-six years old, I.was riding the crest of 
service in South Carolina, and I wasn't going to give it all up for a year or two-year 
term. " 11 

Brown's position was seriously undermined by this blunder. Neville Bennett, the 
state chairman who had presided over the executive committee's deliberations recall
ed, "We tried to build up on a party basis, but George Bell Timmerman Jr. and all 
those who were nominated in the primary never helped a damn bit. They were all 
looking out for themselves. They were hands off. We put their pictures around cam
paign headquarters and that sort of stuff." 18 Several straw polls showed Thurmond 
with big leads, including a 189-4 advantage in Aiken, where both candidates had 
close ties. 19 

Viewing the situation with alarm, Brown became more strident in his rhetoric. 
"My opponent is not running against Edgar A. Brown," he declared, "but against 
the state Democratic committee, and I for one am getting rather tired of the 
slanderous and libelous insults that are being thrown at that committee by my oppo
nent and the Republican-minded press. " 20 Bennett issued a challenge to Thurmond 
to test the executive committee's nominating procedure in the courts. 21 No sooner 
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had the Brown campaign regained the offensive, however, than it was undercut by 
the second crucial exchange of that autumn. On Tuesday, October 6, Senator 
Johnston granted an interview with the press, which he used to promote Brown's 
candidacy. He ended his remarks by saying, "on voting day, I don't think there will 
be a big turnout...and besides, one out of three people who go to the polls that day 
will not even know that Thrumond and Brown are running. They will just mark the 
straight Democratic ticket." On the same day on the same front page, Democratic 
National Chairman Stephen Mitchell predicted a victory for Brown. "There may be 
a different brand of education down there, but in Illinois, if the people had a choice 
of marking an 'X' by a name or writing in "J. Strom Thurmond,' the man with the 
printed name would win." 21 Thurmond headquarters, which had been preparing a 
statement to answer Bennett's challenge to go to court, was naturally elated. It took 
little imagination to construe the statements as evidence that Johnston did not think 
South Carolinians could read, and that Mitchell did not think they could write. 22 

Over the next few days, the Dixiecrats enjoyed watching Brown and Johnston try 
vainly to explain the gaffes. Still further embarrassment was provided by a former 
aide to President Truman, who criticized Thurmond by comparing his 1948 bolt of 
the Democratic national ticket to "murder and rape." As Time magazine put it, 
"Like Reconstruction, Harry Truman is something the Deep South never got 
over ... Brown squirmed like a husband with the wrong shade of lipstick on his 
collar. " 23 

In the last few days of the campaign, Brown was unable to do anything to reverse 
his downward slide. His last major campaign literature was a Biblical satire on the 
political situation in South Carolina, inspired by a similiar piece which had earlier 
appeared in the News and Courier. Written by Dr. Lewis Jones of Wofford College, 
that piece had been non-partisan. The effort by the Brown forces was highly critical 
of Byrnes and Thurmond: 

... But disappointment had come even unto Jimmie the 
King in that he had not been selected to sit in the seat of the 
emperor, and the bitterness of defeat was like ashes in his 
mouth. 

In his bitterness and disappointment, he called upon the 
people of Carolina to follow him in rebellion against Harry 
the Trumanite, and the party which had befriended and 
honored him. 

And he did speak harsh things out of his mouth against his 
friend of four score years standing, even the kindly Bishop of 
Barnwell .... 

And he did laud Strom the Dixiecrat as a true prophet 
although Strom had wandered off after false idols ... 
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But the people murmured among themselves, and did ut
ter blasphemies against Jimmie the King, asking "Wherefore 
doth Jimmie tell us how to vote, when he has not yet explai11-
ed how to live in Washington on $10,000 while paying 
$12,000 for a suite in the hotel called Shorham in which to 
dwell. " 24 
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During the last days of October, sample ballots showing how to write-in a can
didate's name were common features on the front pages, and the state's editors con
tinued to scourge Brown and the committee. Thurmond's headquarters distributed 
pencils and sample ballots by the thousands. Yet the questions remained: Would 
voters care enough to turn out and write? Would they simply stay home, or come to 
the polls to mark the straight ticket? On November 2,, 1954, South Carolinians went 
to the polls. Although the 229,069 voters represented an unusually heavy turnout for 
an off-year general election, the figure was still far below the participation in the 
spring Democratic primary. The outcome was never in doubt, as Thurmond poll 
watchers called in with gratifying reports of the familiar clicks of the write-in slots 
moving back. Final totals of the election were 145,541 votes for Thurmond, and 
83,525 votes for Brown. Thurmond carried thirty-seven of the forty-six counties, 
losing only Anderson and eight sparcely populated rural areas. 25 

Any closing analysis of the 1954 campaign must begin with an affirmation of 
what trivia enthusiasts already know: that Mr. Thurmond was (and remains) the on
ly United States senator ever elected as a write-in candidate. However, this paper has 
attempted to suggest other points of deeper significance. 

It is improper to call the 1954 campaign revolutionary, even though--as Dr. 
Jones has observed--"the pace of political change at that time exceeded the speed 
limit for evolution. " 26 The voters' dramatic rejection of the regular Democratic par
ty in an election devoid of any significant debate over national or racial issues 
pointed national Republican strategists to the future, and certainly provided a link 
between the Thurmond-led Dixiecrats of 1948 and the Thurmond-led Republicans 
of the late 1960's. As they had in the past, Republicans hoped anew that 
"socioeconomic conservatism" could be divorced from the Democratic Party and 
"raw Negrophobia" in the South Carolina mind, and that a new southern party bas
ed upon the growing cities could be created, which would contend with ''red-necked 
rural Democrats." 21 While Republicans have enjoyed significant progress using this 
formula, the Democrats have countered successfully by altering their own image. 
Retaining a moderate, urban wing while attracting large numbers of black voters, 
Democrats continue to control most local offices in South Carolina as well as the 
General Assembly. Many of the leading Democrats continue to come from less 
populated counties, although Supreme Court decisions such as Reynolds v. Sims 
and Baker v. Carr together with changing times have eroded some of their prestige 
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and authority. 

A second important theme in this campaign is the enduring importance of the 
Democratic primary in what a 1968 writer labeled, "the primary state. " 28 Encourag
ed by a barrage of publicity from the state's news media, South Carolinians 
demonstrated conclusively that the "safety valve" of the primary had become more 
important than the engine of the one party system in driving the electoral 
process. No doubt much has changed in South Carolina politics since Strom Thur
mond first went to Washington thirty years ago, but voters still venerate the primary 
and resist furiously any effort by political professionals to tamper with the 
nominating process. In fact, there were loud echoes of the 1954 hullabaloo when 
Republican James B. Edwards defeated W. J. Bryan Dorn for governor in the seven
ties. In an era of much wider participation in government by all South Carolina 
citizens, the open primaries of both parties provide a means for new leadership to 
emerge, and seem to be a worthwhile legacy from the Solid South. 

Finally, somewhere in the story of the 1954 campaign are buried important clues 
about the meaning of the career of Senator Thurmond, certainly one of the most in
fluential of the South's post-war political leaders. In 1954, as later, he demonstrated 
a remarkable empathy with the South Carolina voters, as well as a brilliant sense of 
political strategy and timing. If nothing else, Thurmond emerged from his write-in 
campaign as "the symbol of searing individualism and rebellious attitude toward ar
bitrary authority that is deeply rooted in South Carolina history. " 29 Further 
elaboration of this theme is critical to understanding history and politics in the state 
since 1954, and the task of better analyzing Thurmond's career stands high on the 
list of challenges for South Carolina scholars over the next decade. 
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THE COLUMBIA BLACK COMMUNITY IN THE 1930'S 

Paul Lofton 

In 1930 Columbia's total population was 51,581, of which 19,519 or 37.8 per
cent, were black. 1 In general, in the 1930's blacks lived in three areas of Columbia. 
The Waverly section, on the east side of town, contained two black colleges, Allen 
University and Benedict College, and two hospitals for blacks. On the west side of 
town, between Gist and Assembly Streets, was another district. Several black-owned 
businesses were here, especially along Assembly Street. The third section was to the 
south and east of the University of South Carolina. Booker T. Washington High 
School was located here. Outside the city limits were other black communities, two 
of which were Little Camden and Arthurtown, just south of the fairgrounds. 

In those days the two races observed a strict code of segregation, and although 
that system is not def ended, it should be pointed out that in many ways a certain 
amount of good will existed between the two groups, especially on a personal basis. 
This mutual respect, of course, was always dependent upon everyone's keeping in 
his place, playing the roles that custom had long dictated. Never did blacks and 
whites sit down together as equals, but always as master and servant, as patronizing 
white and obedient black. Yet within this framework there was room for a kind of 
mutual esteem that later generations would find hard to accept. Even though this ar
rangement was by no means satisfactory, it was in some respects more cordial than 
the situation would become in the decades that followed, when blacks in South 
Carolina began movements to gain equal rights. By the mid-I950's enough tension 
had developed between blacks and whites that suspicion and a lack of communica
tion had replaced what in many instances had been cases of genuine friendship. This 
is not to say that race relations in the depression years were in any way exemplary, as 
unchallenged economic, political, legal, and social discrimination along with a kind 
of institutionalized humiliation were facts of life that bla.ck persons faced daily. 

That segregation was the way of life did not keep local black leaders from voic
ing token complaints from time to time against the worst features of that system. 
These protests were restrained in manner but were made with a regularity and clarity 
that defied white supremacists' claims that blacks actually pref erred a separate and 
inferior status. The public transportation service was doubly frustrating to blacks. 
Besides having to sit at the rear of buses or trolleys, which was not much of an issue, 
blacks complained of discourteous and impatient treatment on the part of the 
drivers. For a while in late 1936, the black community discussed ways to avoid 
patronizing the buses. 2 But this discussion never went beyond talk, as such radical 
action as boycotts would wait another two decades. In February of 1930, several 
black choirs in town gave a joint performance at the Columbia Theater to raise 
money for a literacy program among Richland County blacks. When the affair rais
ed only $209.83, the black weekly Palmetto Leader reported: 

A regrettable phase of this project was the decidedly un-
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christian [sic] matter of segregation that manifested itself. 
Negroes were compelled to climb to the topmost gallery of the 
theater to hear their own people sing. Whites occupied both 
the orchestra and the first balcony. We wonder if the paltry 
sum realized from the endeavor is sufficient to compensate 
for the loss of self-respect those colored singers must feel at 
seeing their people so discriminated against. 3 
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This particular editorial brought some pos1t1ve response, as one year later when 
Roland Hayes, the great black tenor, appeared at the Columbia Theater, blacks sat 
in choice seats, separated from the white sections only by the aisles. 4 

Whenever white institutions made special concessions to blacks, the Palmetto 
Leader did not miss the opportunity to comment. In 1932 the paper congratulated 
the management of the city's finest movie theater, the Carolina, for providing ex
cellent accommodations for black patrons and for hiring black women to sell tickets 
and black men to collect them. At one time the editors commended the Elks Club for 
sponsoring an Easter-egg hunt for black, as well as white children. That Tapp's and 
Belk's department stores hired numbers of black workers did not go unnoticed. 
Belk's received special praise for being the only chain store in Columbia offering 
equal and modern rest rooms for blacks. And the paper expressed appreciation to 
Silver's Five and Ten Cents Store where blacks could buy food at a lunch counter. 5 

Although black South Carolinians made little progress toward full equal rights 
in the period between the wars, the seeds for the advancements of the next three 
decades were sown in the 1930's. 6 !n the 1940's came equal pay for school teachers 
and the end of the white-only Democratic primary. The increased activism and 
pressure of the 1950's and the 1960's finally brought an end to institutional, de facto 
segregation and did much toward eliminating racial discrimination in South 
Carolina and the nation. And the leadership for those advances in South Carolina 
began to emerge in Columbia in the last half of the depression decade. 

In April 1932, a director of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People, after a tour through the South, reported that all of Columbia's 
public accommodations were completely segregated, that the older Negroes were 
"quiescent," but that the younger ones were articulate and determined to have their 
rights. 7 At the beginning of the decade only Columbia, Charleston, and Greenville 
had chapters of the NAACP in the state. The organization was little in the news, on
ly occasionally speaking out against the worst cases of police brutality or lynchings. 
Even those token protests, usually in the form of a delegation being sent to public 
officials, were often carried out with "knees bowed and body bent." The Columbia 
branch of the NAACP, with few activities beyond an occasional meeting, was as 
lethargic as the other two chapters. Black colleges, churches, and the professional 
class did no more to challenge the system than did the NAACP. 8 
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Such complaisance began to change in 1935 when Congress was debating the 
Costigan-Wagner anti-lynching bill. At that time innovative blacks formed a State 
Negro Citizens Committee, with Dr. Robert W. Mance and Mrs. Modjeska Simkins, 
both of Columbia, as president and secretary. Dr. Mance was superintendent of the 
Good Samaritan Hospital, and Mrs. Simkins was a former teacher and at the time a 
public health worker; in the 1950's and the 1960's she would become one of the most 
prominent leaders for civil rights in the state. This organization sent telegrams to 
President Roosevelt, Mrs. Roosevelt, Vice President Garner, and South Carolina 
Senators Ellison D. ("Cotton Ed") Smith and James F. Byrnes. The wire to Senator 
Smith accused him of not representing ''the enlightened Christian sentiment of 
South Carolina.'' It called on him to refrain from the ''all too barbarous and 
brutal" attitude "which is the child of a two by four politician. " 9 The Palmetto 
Leader strongly backed the bill and castigated Byrnes and Smith for attacking it. 
The paper also scored blacks who were raising funds to fight Mussolini in Ethiopia 
but were apathetic to events at home. 10 

The failure of the Costigan-Wagner bill did not deter the anti-lynching forces, as 
in 1937 a similar measure was again introduced in Congress. Although Congress 
never passed effective anti-lynching legislation, debates about the issue were impor
tant catalysts for inspiring local blacks to become more active in seeking justice for 
themselves. That year, students at Allen University and Benedict College formed a 
chapter of the NAACP and joined the branch at Claflin University in Orangeburg to 
participate in a nation-wide anti-lynching demonstration on February 12. 11 In 1938, 
forty-five prominent blacks formed the Columbia Civic Welfare League and set as 
its objective better playgrounds, better housing, an end to police brutality, and a 
reduction of crime among blacks. The group announced a vigorous program of ac
tivities but remained small and in general received poor support from the black com
munity as a whole. 12 The League did carry on some effective work, however. It pro
tested the omission of a lunch counter for blacks at the new bus station in 1939. 13 On 
November 9 of that year it held a city-wide rally to condemn police brutality and to 
call for the addition of blacks to the police force. The following summer at a city 
council hearing, blacks, represented by able white lawyer R. Beverly Herbert, 
brought specific charges against several city policemen for a number of recent in
cidents in which blacks were "grossly mistreated." The city council only warned the 
officers to be more judicious in their duty, but even that was something of a victory 
for the black community. ' 4 

Meanwhile other NAACP chapters became more active and new ones sprang up 
around the state. On November 10, 1939, representatives from the eight chapters in 
the state (compare with three in 1930) met in the Benedict College library to form the 
South Carolina Conference of the NAACP. 1 s Also, in the late 1930's black ministers 
and other leaders urged more political participation, and they were not totally op
posed by the white community. Besides R. Beverly Herbert, Dr. Clyde F. Helms, 
pastor of Shandon Baptist Church, was supportive in this movement. Several Col
umbia blacks, including Mrs. Simkins, John F. Potts, principal of Waverly School 
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and later president of Voorhees College, and a number of teachers from Allen and 
Benedict, tried unsuccessfully to register for the Democratic primary. One observer 
estimates that during this period more blacks voted in Columbia in the general elec
tions than in the rest of the state combined. 16 

Although the Civic Welfare League and the rejuvenated NAACP accomplished 
very few specific objectives at this time, they established trends and produced a 
leadership (particularly Mrs. Simkins, Dr. Mance, and the Reverend James M. Hin
ton, president of the Columbia chapter of the NAACP and later of the statewide 
organization) that would be extremely important in the more active and successful 
campaigns of the next three decades. 

Meanwhile the economic situation in the 1930's among blacks, both urban and 
rural, was horrendous. Custom, law, lack of opportunity for training, lack of 
capital, and outright discrimination kept blacks out of most of the major businesses, 
skilled trades, and professions, leaving farm labor and domestic service as the main 
occupations by far. Farm hands often earned less than fifty cents a day, while maids 
and cooks received even less. Sometimes compensation included at least some meals 
and often a house, items which in part made up for appallingly low wages. The 
typical rural home was an unpainted shack lacking window panes, water, or even 
out-houses. Old newspapers pasted on walls provided the only insulation, and the 
dwellings were almost always crowded. In towns and cities black workers were com
mon laborers or helpers of white mechanics or craftsmen. The urban black's hous
ing was often little better than that of his rural counterpart. 17 

School teachers, a few doctors, insurance salesmen, morticians and an ill
trained, poorly paid clergy constituted the small professional class. The several 
black-owned businesses in Columbia in the 1930's were mostly in the Waverly area 
and scattered along Assembly Street . These included the Victory Savings Bank, the 
Blue Ribbon Taxi Company, the Mutual Grocery Store and several other restaurants 
and food stores, a newspaper, a hotel, a number of filling stations, a drug store, a 
few night clubs and pool halls, and various barber shops and hairdressers. Some of
these proprietors, while by no means wealthy, were at least prosperous. By the 
1930's black businesses were not as much in evidence as they had been in an earlier 
day. At one time blacks maintained a monopoly on the bakery business in Colum
bia, and around the turn of the century, black-owned dry-goods and tailor shops 
catered to both races. 18 From time to time the Palmetto Leader urged support of 
these businesses and chastised the black community for not patronizing them more 
than they did. 19 

The coming of the depression hit blacks particularly hard. The old adage, "last 
hired and first fired," was in effect more than ever. Domestic servants, who received 
wages so low that even some mill workers could afford to hire them, lost their jobs 
and that small income as their employers themselves were laid off. Some business 
establishments yielded to pressure from unemployed whites to hire whites for posi-
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tions ordinarily held by blacks. In many restaurants, for example, whites replaced 
blacks as cooks, dishwashers, and waiters, while black janitors, elevator operators, 
and even some domestic workers lost their jobs to whites. During the period January 
1 to September 30, 1930, the number of available jobs for blacks in South Carolina 
decreased by 34.5 percent. 20 

In the early days of the depression Columbia's blacks participated in those 
various civic drives to provide self-help and local relief. In the fall of 1930 blacks for 
the first time took part in organized giving to the Community Chest. On New Year's 
Day, 1931, Allen and Benedict played a football game before a white crowd that net
ted $546.50 for the Consolidated Relief Workers. The Record's story of the game 
was that the contest was hilarious, comic, etc.--all that white spectators were co ex
pect at a black sports event. The Palmetto Leader took note of the attitude and 
pointed out that the State's account was a just tribute. 21 

The black community itself sponsored a number of activities on its own to relieve 
economic duress, but for the most part, self-help among blacks was unorganized. 
"Doubling up" and taking in the unfortunate, especially children, had been a long
standing custom among blacks, and with the arrival of hard times, Columbia's 
blacks practiced the custom more than ever. 22 

The New Deal was not an unqualified blessing for South Carolina blacks. For 
the most part, the various programs provided considerable economic benefits, but at 
the same time they were in many ways racially discriminatory, while at least one of 
them had a decidedly negative effect. In 1935, blacks held 54 percent of the relief 
jobs in Richland County. At that time the overall county population was 48 percent 
white and 52 percent black. In most other South Carolina counties blacks had a 
lower percentage on work relief than they had in the population. 23 In the Civilian 
Conservation Corps camps of the state (in 1939, twenty for whites, seven for 
blacks), black enrollment amounted to 26 percent at a time when blacks constituted 
45 percent of the population. 24 Often whites complained that too many blacks were 
being hired for the work-relief programs. On March 7, 1934, some fifty white 
farmers from northern Richland County protested to the county delegation that 
blacks had been brought from the city to work on a CWA road project. Those jobs, 
said the farmers, should have been reserved for them. 25 Such complaints, justified or 
not, continued to surface from time to time throughout many of the New Deal agen
cies. 

To the chagrin of some whites, the WPA paid all its workers at the same rate, 
regardless of race. From the point of view of blacks, the problem was that in all the 
relief and work programs they hardly ever received any of the white-collar, super
visory, or better-paying positions. In the seven black CCC camps in the state, in 
1939, the commanding officers and project superintendents were white, while blacks 
held such positions as educational advisors, senior leaders and assistants. 2 6 This 
situation changed slightly in late 1935 following a meeting in Columbia in which 
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WP A officials invited local black leader~ to discuss work projects in the state. Dur
ing the course of the discussion, it became apparent that the only positions the ad
ministrators had in mind for blacks were in manual-labor jobs. At this point, Dr. 
Mance and Mrs. Simkins protested vigorously, arguing that blacks be given a share 
of professional jobs. The result was that the WPA made available in the Columbia 
area various positions for black teachers in adult and nursery schools, in anti
tuberculosis work, and in the state history project. According to one historian, this 
Columbia project was probably the only one of its kind in the state during those 
years. 21 

The one New Deal program that had a basically negative effect on South 
Carolina blacks was the National Recovery Administration. When employers were 
forced to pay minimum wage for maximum hours, thousands of workers lost their 
jobs or were reclassified to a lower status. Among the biggest losers were blacks, as 
many lost jobs outright that they had held for years or were replaced by whites. 28 

But segregation, discrimination, and economic woes were not the whole story of 
black Columbia, even in the 1930's. The community's institutions and social life 
continued much as they always had. 

The church had long been the dominant institution among Southern blacks. 
Here they found not only salvation, but also fellowship, solace, and opportunities 
for leadership and seff-expression. Moreover, the church was the one institution that 
blacks controlled completely, and even more than the schools, it was the inspiration 
and the way for young Southern blacks to aspire to a life beyond the common 
laborer or field hand. 29 Columbia's black churches were mostly Baptist and AME 
(African Methodist Episcopal). Others included two Episcopal churches, five 
Holiness, and one Presbyterian. In August 1935, St. Peter's Catholic Church pur
chased a two-story building and one acre of land at the corner of Hampton and Oak 
Streets for the founding of a Negro Catholic church and grammar school. For some 
time priests had been active in the black community, especially in visiting the sick, 
and some fifty black Catholics were attending St. Peter's at the time. A special sec
tion of the church was set aside for them during mass. In September 1936, the Mis
sion of Blessed Martin de Porres began full-scale operations. Nuns from Sinsinawa, 
Wisconsin, taught some one-hundred pupils in six grades, and the church itself was 
under the direction of a group of Dominican Fathers. The congregation grew over 
the years, as many moved directly from the school into the church, and others joined 
because of the effective community work and relatively liberal racial attitudes of the 
Catholic Church. 30 

Besides the churches, several other black charitable organizations served the 
community in the 1930's. The Fairwold Home, founded around 1910, was a refuge 
for delinquent black girls and received support from several black women's clubs 
around the state. It, along with the Williamson Orphanage and Good Samaritan and 
Waverly Hospitals received grants from the Duke Endowment from time to time. 31 



92 The South Carolina Historical Association 

The Jaggers Old Folks Home had been the creation of the Reverend Charles Jaggers 
("Uncle Jaggers" to whites), a humble man who knew and used all the techniques 
for raising money among whites. He was the ultimate "Uncle Tom" and when he 
died at age ninety-three in 1924, many white stores and businesses closed in his 
honor. His funeral was one of the largest in the history of Columbia. 32 

Black fraternal and secret orders in Columbia included the Masons, Odd 
Fellows, Knights of Pythias, Elks, and Good Samaritans. Each had a women's aux
iliary, and all except the Masons carried some form of life or burial insurance. From 
time to time these organizations held benefits to raise money for the Jaggers Home 
or one of the other black-sponsored charities. 33 The only black troop of Boy Scouts 
in South Carolina was located in Columbia. Founded in 1928, the unit operated out 
of Booker T. Washington High School. 34 Professional blacks belonged to such 
organizations as the Palmetto Medical, Dental, and Pharmaceutical Association, 
the Graduate Nurses State Association, the South Carolina Colored Undertakers 
and Embalmers, the Negro Business League, and the Palmetto Education Associa
tion. 35 Many of these societies, along with many black churches, held their annual 
conventions and conferences in Columbia. 

Throughout this study the Palmetto Leader has been a prominent source. The 
eight-page weekly carried mostly announcements of black social and church events 
around the state. As for reporting the news, even of the black community, the paper 
was not all it should have been. The editorial page, however, was a different matter. 
During most of the 1930' s, N. J. Frederick served as editor, and his opinions were 
lively, relevant, courageous, and diplomatic. In his time Frederick, an educator
lawyer-journalist, was the only black man to practice law in Richland County. 36 His 
most famous case involved a multiple lynching in Aiken in 1926 that received con
siderable national publicity. In that instance, his effective arguments before the 
State Supreme Court resulted in the Court's overturning the convictions of three 
condemned blacks. But before new trials could be arranged, a mob took the three 
from their cells and shot them dead. After that episode, Frederick often received 
threats and at times feared for his life, but among certain responsible whites he en
joyed considerable respect. 37 

The Palmetto Leader never failed to comment on local, national, or interna
tional events that involved blacks. It opposed Mussolini's invasion of Ethiopia in 
1935 and Hugo Black's nomination to the Supreme Court in 1937. When the 
Daughters of the American Revolution refused Marian Anderson permission to sing 
at Constitution Hall in Washington, the paper facetiously wondered if the 
Daughters were "planning to run for the United States Senate in a South Carolina 
primary." It then pointed out that "no impediments are put in the way of Negro 
musicians or actors here. " 38 Some of its most outspoken (and diplomatic) criticism 
was aimed at Columbia's two daily newspapers. The editor constantly called atten
tion to the white papers' reporting unfairly some story about blacks, failure to 
capitalize the n in Negro, omitting titles of respect for blacks "simply because their 
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complexion is a bit shady," running the cartoon "Ham bone," and using "darky" 
or "nigger." Such things, said the Palmetto Leader, "are matters of serious import 
and must be opposed at every attempt on the part of any individual or publication to 
belittle us on humanity's scale. 39 

N. J. Frederick's death in 1938 left a void in black journalism in the state. 
Almost immediately the quality of the Palmetto Leader's editorials declined, and the 
publication itself soon became little more than a religious paper. 40 During the 
depression decade, Frederick, along with Simkins, Mance, Hinton, Potts, and a few 
others, helped give a kind of dignity and encouragement that black Columbians 
sorely needed. It was unfortunate that this man, who had contributed so much, did 
not live to see the economic and political advances that his people would begin to 
make in just a few short years. 
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THE DECLINE AND RESURRECTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA: 
AN OVERVIEW 

Ernest M. Lander, Jr. 

When the American Revolution ended, South Carolina could pride itself on be
ing one of the most important states in the new union. Its role in the rebellion had 
been highly significant. Not only were approximately 150 battles and skirmishes 
fought on Palmetto soil 1 

- more than any other state - but South Carolina fur
nished a goodly number of heroes. The romantic names of "The Gamecock" 
(Thomas Sumter) and "The Swamp Fox" (Francis Marion) were soon included in 
almost every American history text. The glorious victories at King's Mountain and 
Cowpens overshadowed the dismal defeats of Camden and Charleston. 

Moreover, during the Confederation period the state continued to play a promi
nent role in national affairs, and at the Philadelphia Convention of 1787 South 
Carolina was represented by a distinguished delegation that did more than its share 
of work in drafting the Constitution. 2 

During the 1790s Palmetto political leaders continued to make their influence 
felt in national councils. The Pinckney brothers, Charles Cotesworth and Thomas, 
their cousin Charles, and the Rutledge brothers, John and Edward, held numerous 
important judicial, diplomatic, and administrative posts in the federal government. 
On one occasion President Washington offered a judgeship on the Supreme Court 
to Edward Rutledge and Charles Cotesworth Pinckney in this manner: "Will either 
of you two gentlemen accept the office, and in that case, which of you?" 3 On this 
occasion both declined. 

The Pinckneys and Rutledges also held high party positions. The Pinckney 
brothers were both unsuccessful nominees for vice-president and Charles 
Cotes worth was twice a nominee for president on the dying Federalist party ticket. 

Under the Jeffersonian Republican label, South Carolina party leaders con
tinued their influential national role. In 1811 John C. Calhoun, Langdon Cheves, 
and William Lowndes entered Congress for the first time. Along with David R. 
Williams they supported Henry Clay and the "War Hawks ." This brilliant Carolina 
quartet quickly gained important congressional committee chairmanships during the 
War of 1812, and Cheves succeeded Clay as speaker of the House in 1814. Following 
the war, Calhoun soon entered President Monroe's cabinet as secretary of war. By 
the early 1820s both Calhoun and Lowndes were being mentioned for the presiden
cy. Lowndes's unexpected death in 1822 cut short a promising career. Henry Clay 
later called him "the wisest man I ever knew. " 4 

South Carolina had an economic base for its success, and Charleston was at its 
center. In colonial days South Carolina had built up a rich overseas commerce in 
rice, indigo, deerskins, naval stores, cattle, and lesser products. 5 Charleston, 
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situated at the western end of the Atlantic trading crescent, was the most significant 
port between Baltimore and New Orleans. Its harbor teemed with sailing craft. 
These vessels caught the trade winds off the Azores and moved southward to the 
West Indies. There they caught the Gulf Stream and sailed northwa'rd into the 
Charleston harbor. 

By 1800 Charleston was noted for its spacious mansions, its craftsmen and ar
tists, its educational facilities, its genteel society, its cosmopolitan atmosphere, and 
its political leadership. At the turn of the century newly-rising cotton barons were 
joining the well-established rice planters and wealthy merchants during the city's gay 
winter social season. One may get a more graphic picture of these golden decades 
from Professor George Rogers' book, Charleston in the Age of the Pinckneys. 6 

But after the War of 1812 the golden age began to wane. The great cotton boom 
suffered a temporary set back in the panic of 1819 and more permanent decline in 
the late 1820s. South Carolina farmers, often planting wornout land, could not com
pete with newly-opened fertile lands of the Southwest. From the 1820s to about 1850 
the state's economy was stagnant; thousands of Carolinians traipsed off to richer 
lands; Charleston yielded its pre-eminence to other southern ports. 7 

Not only was there economic decline, but political decline set in. More so than 
any other state, South Carolina became engrossed in the slavery issue. In 1820 the 
Missouri debates, like the firebell at night, brought the dreaded issue to the 
forefront. Two years later the alleged plot of a slave revolt in Charleston almost 
threw the low country into a panic. In addition, a wave of arson struck the port city; 
another slave plot was reported in Georgetown, soon follwed by Nat Turner's revolt 
in Virginia and the abolitionist movement in the North. These events greatly disturb
ed South Carolinians. Those few who opposed slavery, such as the Grimke sisters, 
were forced into silence or into flight. 8 

Then came the nullification crisis of 1832. South Carolina cotton growers blam
ed their economic ills on the high tariff. They questioned its constitutionality; and in 
defense of state rights a South Carolina convention nullified the federal tariff laws. 
Actually, as W.W. Freehling has shown, the tariff was only part of the issue -
slavery was the villain. Why else would prosperous rice planters join the nullifiers? 
Why, indeed, did the nullifiers fail to meet the slavery issue head on? The answer 
came from Governor James Hamilton, who considered the slavery issue "the last on 
which the South ought to desire to make battle ... [for] however we might be united at 
home, we should have few confederates abroad - whereas on the subject of free 
trade and constitutional rights, we should have allies throughout the civilized 
world. " 9 But the allies failed to materialize, and the Carolinians beat a hasty retreat. 

For the rest of the antebellum period, South Carolina was on the defensive, was 
trying to marshall southern support in defense of an institution that was rapidly dy
ing in the western culture area. When the Mexican War erupted, Palmetto support 
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for President Polk's policy was at best lukewarm. Many of the state leaders, in
cluding Calhoun, realized that slavery would never go into the southwestern ter
ritories about to be wrenched from Mexico. 10 

The issue of slavery in the newly-acquired territories was temporarily settled by 
the compromise of 1850, but the slave states realized that they were inexorably fall
ing behind the free states in numbers and in p0pulation. South Carolina would have 
seceded in 1850 had other slave states shown an inclination to follow its lead. But the 
trauma of nullification enforced caution. Additionally, the state's great sentinel 
John C. Calhoun died at that time. His opponents had derisively called him John 
''Crisis'' Calhoun and ''The Duke of Pendleton.'' They said that Carolina sneezed 
when he took snuff. But make no mistake, Calhoun was the South's foremost 
defender for two decades. Even his Yankee opponents respected his intellect and 
courage. 11 

During the 1850s the radicals gradually gained ascendancy in South Carolina. 
Led by such persons as Robert Barnwell Rhett, Lawrence M. Keitt, and Maxcy 
Gregg, these hotheads doubted not that secession and the organization of a southern 
confederacy were the only safeguard for slavery and the southern way of life. 

Henry W. Conner, a Charleston banker, described Rhett in these words: "He is 
considered to be a rash and ultra man in his politics, frequently beat upon extreme 
and desperate courses, very excitable and unstable and intollerant and contemp
tuous of all about him, with neither tact or discretion and without sympathy or 
popularity with the great mass of men." 12 

The Rhett-Keitt-Gregg trio were unlikely leaders for success. An upcountry 
newspaper aptly noted in 1857: ''The brilliancy of their deeds will always be clouded 
with def eat on the pages of history.'' 13 And when the war came Gregg and Keitt 
rushed off to battle, only to die from Yankee bullets, while Rhett, the so-called 
"Father of Secession," sulked in his Charleston newspaper office and continually 
criticised Jefferson Davis. 

In 1850 South Carolina could boast of more large slaveowners than any other 
state - Louisiana was a distant second - but in its pre-occupation with slavery, 
rice, and cotton the state neglected its schools, libraries, literature, and industrial 
development. Most of its commerce was controlled by Northerners. 14 The state's 
greatest novelist, William Gilmore Simms, wrote a pathetic letter in 1860 upon the 
failure of his latest volume: ''I have been overworked; I have been unsuccessful all 
my life; my books fail to pay me; I am myself a failure ... I shall appear again on no 
stage. I have heart for nothing, I am resigned to obscurity, and can struggle no 
more, except to pay off creditors and feed and clothe my poor little children." 15 

Charleston itself had become almost a second-class city. To quote Professor 
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Rogers: "Failing to keep up with modern changes and becoming sensitive to 
criticism about slavery, Charleston underwent a transformation from the 
spaciousness of the eighteenth century to the inbreeding of the nineteenth." 16 

As the election of 1860 approached, the Charleston Mercury declared: "The 
issue before the country is the extinction of slavery.'' In many places Lincoln was 
regarded as a "free soil ruffian" while his running mate, Hannibal Hamlin, was 
rumored to be a mulatto. Lincoln's victory was the immediate signal for secession, 
which the South Carolina Convention voted unanimously to do on December 20. 11 

Weren't there any moderate forces in this highly-charged atmosphere? A few, 
but most were swept along with the current like Benjamin F. Perry, a longtime 
Unionist from Greenville. At an earlier secession rally Perry repeated in his heart 
Christ's words: "Father, forgive them, they know not what they do." But after 
Charleston he gloomily remarked: "I have been trying for the last thirty years to 
save the state from the horrors of disunion. They are now all going to the devil and I 
will go with them.'' 18 

One prominent Unionist who remained loyal to the end was James L. Petigru, 
brother-in-law of the rice grandee Robert F. W. Allston, an ardent secessionist. 
Upon hearing the secession bells, Petigru exclaimed that he had seen the last happy 
day of his life - probably an accurate prediction, for he died before his beloved 
state re-entered the Union. 

Apparently, at first, most South Carolinians believed there would be no war. For 
example, the widow of John C. Calhoun wrote on the eve of secession: "I do not 
think we will have any fiting as the South has always been dreaded by the North 
when she is in earnest, which they now see she is." 19 

But the war came. South Carolinians and other Confederates entered the conflict 
with high hopes. They were not lacking in valor; but the obstacles were too great, the 
enemy too strong. By 1864 morale was dropping, desertion was increasing. I am 
reminded of several pathetic letters written by war-weary homefolks. One urged a 
relative to desert "and not stay in this one horse bare-footed naked and famine 
stricken Southern Confederacy." Another, written by a woman to Governor Vance 
of North Carolina, said: "You know as well as you have a head that it is impossible 
to whip they Yankees: there for I beg you for God sake to try and make peace ... I 
believe slavery is doomed to dy out, that God is agoing to liberate niggers, and 
fighting any longer is fighting against God. " 20 

And so the war ended, leaving South Carolina in shambles. Fortunes were swept 
away; lives were cut short; careers were blighted; newly-freed blacks wandered 
::iimlessly; race relations were tense. In effect the state was left "one horse, 
barefooted, naked, and famine stricken." 
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However, despite the shock of defeat and the bitterness against Yankees few 
white South Carolinians went to such an extreme as Virginia's great secessionist Ed
mund Ruffin. After witnessing the collapse of the Confederacy, Ruffin penned a 
final blast in his diary against "the perfidious, malignant and vile Yankee race." He 
put down his pen, put a gun barrel in his mouth, and pulled the trigger. 21 

As stated, few South Carolinians went to such an extreme. In fact, I cannot 
name one. Moreover, few migrated abroad. Most were willing to remain at home 
and tough it out. In many cases their attitude coincided with that of another Virgi
nian, Innes Randolph. His poem "I'm a Good Old Rebel" ends with these lines: 

I can't take up my musket 
and fight 'em now no more; 

But I ain't a-goin' to love em, 
Now that is certain sure. 

And I don't want no pardon 
For what I was and am; 

I won't be reconstructed, 
And I don't give a damn. 22 

Reconstruction, though bringing ex-slaves limited benefits, further embittered 
the whites. For a time the ex-Confederates seemed stupified, unable to move. In 
1870 Thomas Green Clemson, after a futile effort to promote agricultural and scien
tific education in South Carolina, lashed out: "Look at the late war conceived in ar
rogance, matured in ignorance, and delivered in imbecility. They the happiest people 
on the face of the earth, where are they?" He believed that education was the only 
hope for South Carolina and the South, but he added: "The people are too ignorant 
or to apathetic to understand and too shortsighted to venture a dollar to make 
thousands. Hence emigration will increase. " 23 

Finally, in 1877 South Carolina was "redeemed," as it was called, by General 
Wade Hampton and his conservative white supporters. By now the state had seem
ingly reached the low point of decline. Most rice plantations were in ruins, cotton · 
prices were low. The ex-slaves and their poor white neighbors, owning no land, were 
soon caught in the grim tentacles of farm tenancy, usually a system of share crop
ping. Many upcountry yeomen, relinquishing their pre-war live-at-home practices, 
were soon reduced to sharecropping cotton growers. This system spread until almost 
two-thirds of South Carolina's farmers were tenants by 1930. 24 

All the while, there was too much dreaming of the glorious time now ''gone with 
the wind," too much lamenting over the "lost cause." James McBryde Dabbs 
recalled that well into the twentieth century he once heard his grandmother say she 
never been reconstructed and she never intended to be. 25 

Into this poverty-stricken, one-crop economy came a one-crop industry in the 
1880s and 1890s, cotton textiles. It was similar in some respects to the old plantation 
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system. Poor white farmers exchanged. their rural poverty for that of the mill village. 
The mill owner lived in the "big house',' while the "lint head" factory hands lived in 
simple identical frame houses lined in neat rows. The factory system was completely 
paternalistic. The owner furnished not only jobs and houses, but commissaries, 
churches, recreational facilities, and a modicum of educational and medical ser
vices. The owner referred to the factory hands as "my workers." He required strict 
obedience to company rules, and above all, no labor unions were tolerated. 26 This 
one-crop economy, cotton growing and manufacturing, remained virtually un
challenged and unchanged until 1940. 

Also in the 1877 to 1940 years South Carolina was a one-party state (Democrat), 
strongly fundamentalist in religion. (There was briefly a time in the 1920s when soft 
drinks were not legally sold on Sundays). The watchword of the Democratic party 
was white supremacy at any cost. The state's black citizens suffered rank discrimina
tion of every sort. Gradually by law, blacks were segregated or excluded from many 
privileges they had once enjoyed. The white man's justice, not infrequently "judge 
lynch," was especially harsh. An example may be seen in the state's chaingang 
population, as of October 1917. It consisted of 810 blacks and only 69 whites. 21 

Another concrete example of racial discrimination may be seen in the distribu
tion of state educational funds. In 1940 South Carolina spent $47 per white pupil -
the national average was about $80, but less than $12 per black pupil. It is little 
wonder that almost two-thirds of the adult blacks in 1940 had never reached the fifth 
grade in school, which means most were functionally illiterate. 28 

Overall, the state's progress since the Civil War had been at a snail's pace. 
Statistical information relative to wealth, income, education, disease, health 
facilities, governmental services, or what have you, showed South Carolina next to 
last in nearly every category. We used to say, ''Thank God for Mississippi!'' 

On the political scene the candidates more often than not engaged in per
sonalities, not issues. In the 1938 senatorial race Edgar Brown declaimed: "Olin is in 
too deep water in this race. He is a shallow water boy." Johnston labeled Smith "the 
sleeping senator," while "Cotton Ed" retorted: "Johnston imitates my voice. What 
wouldn't he give to imitate my brain!" 29 And on the national scene Palmetto 
politicos, with rare exception, exercised little influence. 

With the coming of World War II resurrection began. Wartime industrial con
tracts and mushrooming military bases brought a measure of prosperity. After the 
war rapid industrial expansion got under way, and with considerable diversification. 
Moreover, industry sprang up in areas previously noted only for agricultural pro
duction. For example, in Dillon County between 1945 and 1976 22 new manufactur
ing plants were established. 30 

In agriculture red hills, cotton, and mules were replaced with forests, cattle, soy-
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beans, tobacco, fruit trees, and tractors. The 100,000 tenant farmers of 1930 dwin
dled to about 4,000 to 5,000 by 1970. Today the countryside hardly resembles that of 
the 1930s. 

Combined with the economic revolution - due in part to a transfusion of dollars 
from Washington - there was a political and cultural revolution that older South 
Carolinians remember well. The war hastened a change in the whites' attitude 
toward racial discrimination. This, combined with Supreme Court decisions (Smith 
v. Allwright, 1944, e.g.) and the national Democratic party's commitment in 1948 to 
a civil rights program presaged the doom of racial segregation in South Carolina and 
elsewhere. 

True, a majority of the white voters in South Carolina were reluctant to accept 
changes in the state's traditional race relations. A hard core and vocal racist group, 
led by Olin Johnston, J. Strom Thurmond, and others fought a rearguard action 
against change. 31 Nevertheless, the twentieth century rolled on inexorably. While no 
white political leader dared speak out against racial discrimination, the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 broke down the last legal barriers. 
Whereas only 3,000 to 4,000 blacks worked in South Carolina textile mills in 1964, 
five years later the number had increased to 20,000. Blacks also found other 
economic opportunities, and a few began to run for political office - and get 
elected. 

During the post-World War II years the state's moribund Republican party was 
rejuvenated. Many Democrats, dissatisfied with the national Democratic policy on 
civil rights, deserted the party of their fathers and joined the Republicans. By the 
1960s the latter began to challenge the Democrats seriously on the national and state 
level, although remaining weak in politics on the county level. 

Another important political change occurred when the Supreme Court's Baker v. 
Carr decision (1962) was finally applied to South Carolina. This "one-man, one
vote" ruling broke the small county stranglehold on the South Carolina Senate. 

But during the post-war years there has been a general change in whites' attitude 
toward race relations. This was reflected in the stance of South Carolina's political 
leaders. In 1948, for example, Strom Thurmond led the Dixiecrat revolt. He ardent
ly supported racial segregation. As governor, he publicly protested even the integra
tion of races in the armed forces. 32 Yet two decades later he began to seek the black 
vote and work for black constituents. In the fall of 1983 the black mayors in South 
Carolina honored Senator Thurmond with a dinner, apparently quite content to let 
by-gones be by-gones. 

The contrast between racial attitudes in South Carolina in 1941 and those of 1984 
is quite remarkable. Also the economic contrast is remarkable. The per capita in
come of South Carolinians in 1941 was -$354, or 52% of the United States average. 



The Decline and Resurrection of South Carolina: An Overview I 03 

Forty years later it had risen to $8,039, or 80% of the United States average. 33 True, 
there was still room for improvement, but South Carolina has made great stride in 
the past four decades. The resurrection is well under way. 
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