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By Debbie Turner 
Community Relations Manager, York County Library 

The York County Library 
Board of Trustees recently 
selected Jason Hyatt as the 
new Director for the York 
County Library system.  

He began serving as 
Interim Director in August 
after being Headquarters 
Manager at the Main Library 
in Rock Hill.  

Before coming to York 
County Library, Hyatt spent 
13 years with the Charlotte 
Mecklenburg Library system 
and also served as manager 
of ImaginOn: The Joe and 
Joan Martin Center. 

 He holds a bachelor’s 
degree in liberal studies and a 
master’s degree in library and 
information science from the 
University of North Carolina 

at Greensboro.  He is 
currently pursuing a Master 
of Public Administration 
degree from UNC Chapel 
Hill’s School of Government.  
He is a resident of Fort Mill.

The York County Library 
system has a headquarters 
library in Rock Hill, branch 
libraries in Fort Mill, Clover, 
Lake Wylie and York, and 
a bookmobile. For more 
information, please visit 
www.yclibrary.org or call 
803-981-5831.

Jason Hyatt, York County Library Director 
Image Courtesy of York County Library 

http://www.yclibrary.org


This month’s selection 
from the South Carolina State 
Library’s rare book collection is 
an influential work of biology by 
a native son of Beaufort, South 
Carolina.

John Edwards Holbrook’s five 
volume work North American 
Herpetology; or, A Description 
of the Reptiles Inhabiting the 
United States was the first major 
illustrated study of America’s 
amphibians and reptiles to 
be published. Featuring full 
color images of species ranging 
from tree frogs to black racers, 

the work is still considered a 
benchmark scientific treatise 174 
years after its publication.

Holbrook had an eccentric 
reputation among his fellow 
scientists. According to Theodore 
Gill’s Biographical Memoir of John 
Edwards Holbrook, Holbrook 
would often experience “fainting 
fits,” which would strike him at 
odd times. 

Visitors may request to view 
this book by contacting Amanda 
Stone, Manager of Collections 
and Digitization at 803-734-4816 
or astone@statelibrary.sc.gov.

The South Carolina State Library is hosting 
a new exhibit: Art & Natural History in South 
Carolina.

Visitors to the Library may view the selection 
of titles from our Rare Book Collection that 
highlight the natural word in the arts, sciences, 
and agriculture in South Carolina. 

The Library is open Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and the exhibit will 
run through the end of January, 2017. 

For more information, please contact Jessica 
Dame, Digital Curation and Preservation 
Librarian at 803-734-0583 or jdame@statelibrary.
sc.gov. 

From Our Collection: Holbrook’s North 
American Herpetology

SCSL hosts ‘Art & Natural History in South 
Carolina’ book exhibit
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Join us on January 26 for our next Speaker @ The Center author 
talk and book signing!

Jim Casada, Jacob Rivers, and artist Stephen Chesley will hold a 
panel discussion on Archibald Rutledge’s work The Egret’s Plumes. 
This short story examines hunting ethics, the endangered wetlands 
of the southeast, and the value of compassion.

All programs take place from noon to 1:00 p.m. at the South 
Carolina State Library, 1500 Senate Street, Columbia. Please 
visit our map & directions page or call 803-734-8666 for parking 
information.

For more information about Speaker @ the Center, please visit 
ReadSC.org. Speaker @ the Center is FREE and open to the public. 
No registration is required. Books will be available for purchase and 
signing. 

For more information, please contact Dr. Curtis Rogers, 
Communications Director at 803-734-8928 or crogers@statelibrary.
sc.gov.
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There’s still time for young readers in grades 4-8 to participate in the Letters about Literature contest, a national 
reading and writing promotion program. The letter can be to any author (living or dead) from any genre (fiction 
or nonfiction, contemporary or classic) explaining how that author’s work changed the student’s life or view of the 
world. 

Prizes will be awarded on both the state and national levels. The South Carolina Center for the Book’s panel of 
judges will select the top letter writers in the state, to be honored in an awards ceremony at a later date. 

South Carolina winners will also receive monetary prizes, and then advance to the national judging. South 
Carolina winners will receive $100 for first place, $50 for second place, and $25 for third place in each level. 
Submissions from Grades 4-8 must be postmarked by January 9, 2017. 

For more information and entry forms, please visit the contest’s website.

Young Readers Who 
Write to Favorite 
Authors Can Win up 
to $100

SC State Library to hold discussion of 
Archibald Rutledge’s The Egret’s Plumes
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Intern Spotlight: 
Deloris Margretta Samuel
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Hometown: Florence, South Carolina

Program(s) of study: Master of Library and 
Information Science 

Hobbies or special interests: 
I’ve always been fascinated with the subject astronomy. 
When I get free time I love to catch up on shows via 
Netflix and Hulu. I love debates on various topics. It’s 
always interesting to hear different perspectives, and 
have your views challenged. I enjoy listening to music. 
Music is a lifesaver when I have to shelf-read or shelve 
books at my part time job at Thomas Cooper Library. 
Music also calms me when I get overwhelmed or sad. I 
can’t imagine a world without music.

What projects have you worked on as an intern at the 
SCSL?
I spent the majority of my internship scanning 
Sandlapper Magazine with an Epson 11000XL flatbed 
scanner. The Epson scanner is larger than the scanners 
I’ve used at my graduate assistantship, and what I’ve 
used at other libraries. The software I used to upload 
the scanned magazines was Adobe Acrobat DC. I also 
was able to create simple metadata for a collection of 
journals. I uploaded the metadata onto Dspace.

What did you enjoy most? What were some 
challenges? 
I felt I lacked experience with creating metadata and 
really wanted an opportunity to do so in a professional 
setting and I’m thrilled I was able to create metadata 
during my internship. Scanning Sandlapper Magazine 
was also a great experience as they offered a journey 
into history through the ads, stories, and photographs. 
Some of the headlines grabbed my attention and forced 
me to skim the article. My favorite articles were the 
food ones! It was neat seeing numerous recipes for 
turnips. I didn’t realize turnips could be used in so 

many ways until I came across an article in an issue.

What have you learned from your internship?
Most of my job opportunities in the library have been 
with academic libraries so it was nice to get experience 
in a different environment. I have an interest in Special 
Collections, and the State Library is a specialized 
library with material related to South Carolina. I even 
got a chance to be directly involved in the preservation 
of fragile material when I removed books from acidic 
cases so they could later be moved to non-acidic cases. 

How does this internship fit with your long-term 
career goals?
I hope to become a digital/metadata librarian which 
means I need to be familiar with metadata. The 
metadata I created was based on Dublin Core. Direct 
experience is one of the best ways to learn something 
and it’s something many employers look for. Digital/
metadata librarians also need to be able to write in an 
engaging manner to promote their services on social 
media. I had to keep up with a blog on Wordpress while 
interning at SCSL which challenged me to become a 
little more creative with writing about my experience. 

What advice would you offer your peers about 
getting the most out of an internship?
Make sure to do your assigned tasks, and if you get 
confused or mess up, don’t be afraid to ask for help. Try 
your best to be punctual because it shows you value the 
opportunity.  I made sure to talk to the SCSL’s librarians 
about their experience, skills desired in the field, and 
what to expect in the field. It’s also a great way to 
network which is important for those of us just starting 
our career. Make the best of your intern/volunteer 
opportunity! 



By Jessica Dame 
Digital Curation and Preservation Librarian, 
South Carolina State Library

Editor’s note:
The Collection Management and Digitization 

team have been working on digitizing public library 
archives since 2014. This is an excerpt from an 
article she submitted to Computers in Libraries 
earlier this year. In this excerpt, Dame describes how 
libraries could use digitization techniques to allow 
open access to previously obscure local collections.

 For the full story, check out the September 2016 
issue of Computers in Libraries.

Since 2014, four public libraries have used the 
program with great success. 

Oconee County Public Library, located in 
Walhalla, South Carolina, was the first. They had 
a small collection of books by local authors on the 
history of the county. The books were originally 
published in small editions and are no longer available 
in print. Some of them had been digitized previously 
and placed in the library’s OverDrive account, 
offering access only to Oconee County Public Library 
cardholders. The opportunity to digitize the collection 
and make it available through the SCDL opened up 
access to everyone. As the first to use Digitization in a 
Box, their collection was harvested into DPLA and is 
currently accessible. 

Colleton County Memorial Library, located 
in Walterboro, South Carolina, was the second 
participant. They digitized a collection of items 
documenting the history of the county’s bookmobile. 
The collection includes newspaper clippings, 
photographs, and papers. They worked with the 
College of Charleston after scanning was complete 
to get their collection uploaded to the Lowcountry 
Digital Library (lcdl.library.cofc.edu) and the SCDL. 

Lexington County Public Library, located in 
Lexington, South Carolina, was the third participant. 
They scanned a collection of photographs taken 
by local photographer Richard Taylor (1922-1994). 
Taylor’s collection was donated to Lexington County 
Public Library in the mid-1980s, but they needed a 
way to provide community access to the photograph 
collection and to digitally preserve the photographer’s 
works. A unique challenge was scanning the 
photographs, which were mounted on cardboard 
under a heat-sealed laminate by the photographer. 
Multiple photographs were mounted per board, with 
some overlapping, thus the photo editing software 
made it possible to single out each photograph.  

The most recent library to use the program 
was Greenwood County Library System, located in 
Greenwood, South Carolina. They scanned a variety 
of photographs of library staff, patrons, events, and 
library buildings, and men from the Greenwood 
area that served in the military during World War 
II. Greenwood County Library had a few items that 
did not fit the scanner. Partnering with Clemson 
University, they were able to coordinate a day trip 
to scan and photograph the oversized materials at 
Clemson’s digital imaging lab.

Digitization in a Box: How South Carolina 
Enabled Public Libraries to Digitize Local 
Collections
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