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THE THIRTY-FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING 

The thirty-fifth annual meeting of the South Carolina Historical Asso
ciation was held Saturday, March 27, 1965, at the Fort Sumter Hotel, 
Charleston. About ninety-two members and guests attended one or more 
of the programs. 

Following registration and a coffee hour on the mezzanine of the hotel, 
the morning session was held in the Charleston Room. The program con
sisted of a paper by James W. Campbell, Columbia College, "Some Aspects 
of British Radicalism, 1848-1855," and one by Richard H. Chowen, Uni
versity of South Carolina, "The Emperor Hadrian as Pharaoh of Egypt." 

Luncheon was held in the Sumter Room. It was followed by a business 
session at which the Secretary-Treasurer submitted his reports, which were 
approved. Other business included the announcement that the Association 
would hold its 1966 annual meeting at Wofford College, Spartanburg, at a 
time to be announced, and a report from the Executive Committee nomi
nating this slate of officers for 1965-1966: 

President: Lewis P. Jones, Wofford College 

Vice-President: Leonard H. Fortunato, The Citadel 

Secretary-Treasurer: Robert C. Tucker, Furman University 

Executive Committee member: Lowry P. Ware, Erskine College 

South Carolina Archives Commission: Newton P. Jones, Furman University. 

Nominations from the floor were called for, but there were none and 
the report was accepted without dissent. President Lambert announced 
that the Executive Committee had elected John H. Moore, Winthrop Col
lege, Editor of the Proceedings. 

Upon instructions of President Lambert, the Secretary-Treasurer read 
A1ticle III of the Constitution concerning membership and this statement 
of policy adopted by the Executive Committee at its meeting just prior to 
the luncheon: 

The Executive Committee has instructed the Secretary-Treasurer that new 
members should be sought among all professional historians and persons inter
ested in history; it urges further that this policy be used as a guide for future 
officers and local arrangements chainnen so that the annual meeting will be 
held only at sites where all parts of the program and related activities will be 
open to all members of the Association. 

President Lambert called for comments by any members who wished to 
speak, but there were none. Also, upon instructions of President Lambert, 
the Secretary-Treasurer read this proposed amendment to the Constitution: 



After having been a member of the Association for twenty years and upon 
reaching the age of sixty-five, any member upon notifying the Secretary-Treas
urer in writing, may be elected an emeritus member by the Executive Com
mittee. Emeritus members have all the rights and privileges of membership 
without being required to pay the annual dues. 

Members in student status shall pay annual dues of only $2.00. 

There was no discussion from the floor and the amendment was adopted 
with a single dissenting vote. 

President Lambert recognized Dr. J. M. Lesesne who read a tribute to 
the late Charles Edward Cauthen. Dr. Lesesne made a motion and the 
Association voted to incorporate the tribute in the minutes of the meeting. 

President Lambert recognized Dr. Bradley B. Bargar who expressed 
appreciation to Professor and Mrs. Fortunato for their work and energy in 
providing hospitality for the annual session of the Association. President 
Lambert read a letter he had sent to members of the South Carolina Con
gressional delegation concerning the proposed National Humanities Foun
dation. It was announced that the Membership Committee would attempt 
to increase membership among high school teachers of history. 

President Lambert then introduced Dr. Robert D. Ochs, University of 
South Carolina, who gave his "Impressions of a Visiting Fellow at Oxford" 
in an interesting and entertaining talk. 

The afternoon session was held in the Charleston Room. Robert K. 
Ackerman, Erskine College, read a paper on "Colonial Land Policies and 
the Slave Problem" and J. Issac Copeland, George Peabody College for 
Teachers, read a paper on "The Tutor in the Ante-Bellum South." 

At the banquet session in the Sumter Room, Dr. Louis B. Wright, di
rector of the Folger Shakespeare Library, read a paper on "Fashions in 
History." Dr. Lambert thanked Dr. Wright for his interesting paper and 
all those who had helped to make the thirty-fifth annual meeting of the 
Association a success, and he then adjourned the meeting. 



CHARLES EDWARD CAUTHEN 
1897-1964 

We the members of the South Carolina Historical Association pause to 
mark his passing, to lament the great loss of his wise counsel, and to give 
thanks to God for all that he has meant to us, and to express our sympathy 
to his family and loved ones. 

There was a wholesome zestfulness about his living, a gentle and tender 
reasonableness in his personality, with an understanding and sympathy that 
made approach easy. He radiated friendliness and lifted the level of human 
life by the force of a good example. There lingers in our memory a knowl
edge of his winsome personality and his scholarly productions, which rests 
upon us as a benediction and a challenge. 

Professor Cauthen's parents were Reverend A. J. Cauthen, a Methodist 
minister, and Martha Anderson Cauthen. He was educated at Wofford Col
lege (A.B. 1917), Columbia University (M.A. 1925) and the University 
of North Carolina (Ph.D. 1937). He served in the U. S. Naval Air Corps 
in World War I and thereafter taught in Lynchburg High School. He 
joined the faculty of Columbia College in 1922 and served as Chairman 
of the Department of History. He taught there until 1943 when he became 
Professor of History at Wofford College. When the late Dr. D. D. Wallace 
retired in 1947, Professor Cauthen became departmental chairman. 

Professor Cauthen was an ardent member of the South Carolina His
torical Association serving as president in 1940. He was the representative 
of the Association on the South Carolina Archives Commission for many 
years. He was author and editor of a number of scholarly works on the 
history of South Carolina-his most quoted volume being South Carolina 
Goes to War, 1860-1865. 

Dr. Cauthen is survived by his wife, the former Rachel Chapman 
Macaulay, and two children, Charles E., Junior, and Sara ( Mrs. Chauncey 
Lever). 



SOME ASPECTS OF BRITISH RADICALISM, 1848-1855 
JAMES w. CAMPBELL 

Mid-nineteenth century British radicalism was a minority creed existing 
in an economic and political climate that can most accurately be described 
as conservatively liberal. The middle class aristocratic coalition that came 
into being with the Reform Bill of 1832 accepted a tempered version of 
economic liberalism which was embodied in the creed of free trade with 
which even many Tory protectionists had made their peace by 1852. The 
Victorian liberal creed professed a faith in progress and in a morally and 
rntionally ordered society and a just pride in England's constitutional 
liberties, which were by definition progressive achievements to be won by 
degrees, the more secure the more gradually they were obtained. It also 
stressed an emphasis upon the future gradual extension of parliamentary 
representation to broaden the basis of a responsible citizenry.1 

Of the minority which did not subscribe to this creed were a sizeable 
number of Tories and aristocratic Whigs who longed for pre-1832 times 
and the Radicals, who together with the remnants of the Chartists and 
Owenite Socialists wanted to move beyond the liberal creed.2 

Radicalism in the mid-nineteenth century context was not a monolithic 
movement, but it is possible to identify some of its common characteristics. 
The English Radicals' political creed was democracy. They accepted suf
frage as a natural right, not a granted privilege. Universal manhood 
suffrage, equal electoral districts, and the secret ballot were the essential 
components of their political creed. Many of them went further, accepting 
all of the six points of the People's Charter although rejecting many of the 
Chartists' methods.3 However, Radical proposals for parliamentary reform 
generally fell short of their professed ideals. Their moderation can be seen 
in the five and six pound borough franchise bills Joseph Hume and Locke 
King proposed in 1850. Even the impatient Radicals had the English sense 
of the expedient. 

The Radicals' economic creed is much more difficult to define. The 
Manchester Radicals, the middle class disciples of Richard Cobden and 
John Bright, proclaimed the almost mystical gospel of free trade as the 
harbinger of an age of perpetual peace and plenty. To this creed a great 

1 Elie Halevy, A History of the English People in the Nineteenth Century, London, 
1951, IV, 409-414. 

2 The Tories normally controlled about 300 seats in parliament; the Whigs and 
Liberals combined, 200-250. The Peelites, who occupied nearly 100 seats in 1847, 
dwindled to 40 in 1852. The Radicals varied between 80 and 100 seats. 

3 The People's Charter ( 1837) demanded universal manhood suffrage, payment of 
members of parliament, abolition of property qualifications, equal electoral districts, 
annual parliaments, and the ballot. 
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majority of English liberals also adhered. But there were many Radicals, 
including those thousands of followers of Chartism before its final collapse 
as an organized political body in 1848, whose economic creed came much 
closer to Robert Owen and John Stuart Mill in his later period than to 
Cobden and Bright. Like the Christian Socialist, they desired a cooperative 
form of property holding and profit sharing. 

There were other Radical characteristics that may be briefly noted. 
They were much more militantly anti-aristocratic than were the middle 
class liberals who could ill afford open war with their fellow governors of 
England. The Radicals were pronounced critics of the Established Church, 
which many of them considered as a citadel of abused privilege and wealth 
corrupted beyond the feasibility of reform. The Radicals were also the most 
advanced advocates of the secularization of educational institutions, the 
development of public schools, the abolition of the newspaper stamp tax, 
the democratization of the income tax, and a vigorous foreign policy sup
porting the suppressed nationalities of Europe. 

Whereas the Englishman who labeled himself as a liberal in 1850 de
sired to reform England's traditional institutions, gradually making them 
more responsible to the national will, but nevertheless retaining their essen
tial framework, the Radical seriously doubted the soundness of the struc
ture itself. He would not violently tear it down like the "red republicans 
of 1848." The Radical was still an Englishman with a sense of propriety, 
but he demanded legislative action that would reshape the structure of 
society eventually; this went far beyond the demands of the liberal whose 
economic creed still prompted him to distrust all but absolutely necessary 
legislative action. 

The study of English Radicalism from 1848 to 1855 falls logically into 
two periods-the years before the Crimean War and the war period itself. 
In 1848, though the Radicals were a loosely disciplined and unorganized 
group, they were usually the third largest of the rather unstable and shifting 
political factions that existed from the fall of Robert Peel in 1846 until 
Gladstone's consolidation of the Liberal Party in 1859. They were an inde
pendent party until 1859, when they became the left wing of the bigamous 
marriage of the Whigs, Peelites, Liberals, and Radicals which we know as 
the Liberal Party. 

The story of the Radicals' activities from 1848 to the eve of the Crimean 
War is not one of spectacular success. The mid-century period was one of 
widespread political apathy, an apathy reflected in the mild reception of 
both the Radicals' and Lord Russell's abortive reform bills. One cause of 
the decreasing public interest in reform was the return of relative pros
perity and a degree of working class affiuence after the 1847 recession. The 
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champions of free trade naturally took full credit for the new prosperity. 
Another factor which hindered the Radicals' cause was the revolution of 
1848-1849 which, while causing Englishmen of all classes to praise their 
stable constitutional liberties, nevertheless cooled the ardor of many a 
Whig for further political innovation. 

After the failure of the last Chartist surge in 1848, the middle class 
Radicals who supported parts of the Charter but shunned the methods and 
the proletarian orientation of the Chartists, began a modest parliamentary 
reform movement of their own. The New Reform Movement was estab
lished in Manchester in May 1848 under the leadership of a venerable 
Radical, Joseph Hume. Its program attempted to appease the moderate 
Chartists and appeal to the middle class Radicals who had rejected Chart
ist methods. Hume's "little charter" called for triennial parliaments, more 
equal electoral districts, the secret ballot, the abolition of property qualifi
cations, and household suffrage for all rate payers.4 

Joseph Hume introduced three parliamentary reform bills from 1848 
to 1851. The first one was introduced on June 20, 1848, after an active cam
paign of meetings which received considerable publicity in the London 
press. 11 But for the Whigs and Tories this year of revolutions was a time 
for retrenchment rather than movement. The Radical bill was defeated 
358-84 in July. In June 1849 and February 1850 Hume's reform bills re
ceived 82 and 96 votes repectively. There was little apparent enthusiasm 
for the Radical's "little charter." 

In February 1851 the Radicals altered their tactics as John Locke King, 
well known for his advocacy of the ballot and the abolition of church rates, 
proposed a more moderate parliamentary reform measure. Its object was 
to place the county franchise on the same basis as the borough franchise, 
thereby including short term leaseholders and copyholders who paid an 
annual rent of ten pounds, in addition to the 40 shilling freeholders. The 
prime minister, Lord Russell, opposed the King motion, arguing that it 
would increase the power of the landed interest by increasing the number 
of voters subject to their control. To counter the Radicals he announced 
that the government would introduce a motion and extend the suffrage at 
the beginning of the next session. Ironically, the Conservatives supported 
the King motion, seizing upon an opportunity to turn the Whigs out, and 
succeeded in causing a brief cabinet crisis.6 

In February 1852 Lord Russell, convinced that the time was right again 
for the Whigs to take up the cause of reform, introduced his promised 

4 The Times, May 11, 1848. 
Ii Illustrated London News, June 10, June 17, 1848. 
6 Hansard's Parliamentary Debates, 3rd series, CXIV, 857. 
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reform bill.7 In the boroughs the household qualifications would be reduced 
from ten pounds to five pounds and from 40 to 20 shillings for county free
holders. But provisions for reapportionment of the boroughs were meager. 
The Radicals could also find no comfort in Russell's unwillingness to accept 
the secret ballot.8 Nevertheless they failed to produce a measure of their 
own and lamely supported Russell's measure which was soon eclipsed by 
the French invasion hysteria that seized Britain in the spring of 1852.9 

While the Radicals' efforts to extend the suffrage were frustrated, their 
fiscal policies were a little more successful. The Radicals, particularly the 
Manchester men, successfully pressed for the full implementation of free 
trade after 1846. They generally demanded greater economies in govern
ment spending, reduced military expenditures, and heavier taxes on the 
landed interests. However, one of the chief fiscal goals of the Radicals after 
1846 was the abolition or at least a revision of the income tax. In 1850 the 
Radicals were angered by Sir Charles Woods's budget which failed to scale 
down the tax, although it called for a considerable surplus.10 In May 1851 
when the income tax expired, Joseph Hume demanded that the govern
ment's proposed three year extension of the tax be reduced to one year and 
that the whole program be reformed in favor of lower income groups. The 
Radicals called for a differentiation between sources of income with prefer
ential rates for earned as against unearned incomes.11 Ultimately they 
wanted to replace the income tax with a landed property tax which would 
shift the tax burden from the middle class to the aristocracy. 

Yet the Radicals' greatest interest lay neither in fiscal nor political re
form in the years immediately following the revolutions of 1848. Their 
attention was drawn to the liberal-national struggles in Europe. The sup
pression of the popular revolutions in Hungary and Italy by Russia and 
Austria in 1849 profoundly influenced the Radical mind. The Radicals' 
frustrated interest in domestic democratic reforms, finding little reception 
at home, was directed toward a concern for popular liberties in Europe 
which found expression in a vigorous hatred of Russian tyranny. Thus they 
were driven to accept the leadership of that living symbol of England's 
championship of popular liberties abroad and even greater cultivator of 
public opinion at home, Lord Palmerston. Few of them seemed to realize 

7 Ibid., CXIX. 
8 Simon Maccoby, English Radicalism, London, 1935, I, 320-323. 
9 The English government's anxiety regarding the military and naval power of 

France is well expressed in George P. Gooch (ed.), Later Correspondence of Lord 
John Russell, London, 1925, II, 97-98, 103-104. 

10 Halevy, IV, 310. Wood was the Whig Chancellor of Exchequer 1847-1851. 
11 Ibid., p. 316; Harsard, 3rd series, CXVI, 496-517. 
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that he was a reactionary in domestic affairs and would carefully stifle 
many of their reform efforts when he became prime minister in 1856. 

A series of instances occurred in the early 1850's revealing the extreme 
Radical preoccupation with the fate of the subject peoples of Europe. In 
September 1850 the Austrian General Haynau, detested by Liberals and 
Radicals alike for his savage role in the suppression of the Hungarian and 
Italian revolutions, visited London where he was mobbed, assailed, and 
stoned by workmen. The Ultra-Radical and Chartist press applauded this 
action, and even Lord Palmerston showed great reluctance in submitting 
a letter of apology to the Austrian government.12 In October 1851 the 
Hungarian patriot Kossuth arrived in England. The Ultra-Radicals who 
professed deep admiration for his efforts in 1848 had earlier called upon 
the government to use its influence to prevent Kossuth's extradition from 
Turkey to Austria. Upon his appearance in London, he received stirring 
ovations from the English public and a warm eulogistic welcome by the 
Radical press.13 

Radical attention was also attracted by Louis Napoleon's coup in De
cember 1851. They had not forgotten his role in the suppression of the 
Roman republic in 1849. Now Napoleon joined Schwarzenburg and Nich
olas I as a symbol of reaction and repression. For many Radicals not only 
was Napoleon an enemy of liberty and democracy in Europe, he was a 
menaee to the very existence of England. The war scare that affiicted 
England in 1852, and incidentally allowed Lord Palmerston the opportunity 
to tum Russell out on a militia bill, also witnessed a serious split in Radical 
ranks regarding the supposed French military threat. 

The Ultra-Radicals, including numerous Chartists who had joined them 
after 1848, lined up with the Liberals under Lord Palmerston in a super
patriotic faction demanding rapid preparations against possible French 
invasion. On the other hand, the free trade, non-intervention wing of the 
Radicals supported Richard Cobden and the "Quakerish Peace Society's" 
efforts to soften the rancor of anti-French feeling. But as far-sighted as 
Cobden was, he could not foresee that the Anglo-French rapprochement 
which he sought would soon be fulfilled in a way far different from his 
intentions.14 The next year the Radicals' concern for liberty would shift 
from an opposition to Napoleon to a spirited defense of Turkey against 
Hussian encroachment. 

12 Rothstein, From Chartism to Labourism, London, 1928, p. 156. The term Ultra
Radical will be used to designate those who stressed a vigorous foreign policy favoring 
liberal ideals, as opposed to the Manchester Radicals who rejected interventionist diplo
macy. Since this was a particular group of Radicals, capitalization will be used. 

13 Spencer Walpole, Life of Lord John Russell, London, 1889, II, 132-138. 
14 JbuJ.; Maccoby, II, 16-17. 
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Radical activity during the Crimean War era, 1853-1856, is most signifi
cant in that it helps explain not only popular enthusiasm for the war but 
also domestic opposition to the war. Modern nineteenth century historians 
generally agree that the pressure of public opinion and the influence of the 
press played an important part in England's questionable involvement in 
the Crimean War. That the Ultra-Radicals played a unique role in creating 
such pressure, while the Manchester Radicals were vainly urging a policy 
of non-intervention, is one of the principal views of this study. 

In April 1854 John Bright observed that Radical antipathy toward 
Russia was grounded in a dislike of despotism prevalent among the English 
middle class of that time. Since 1848 these champions of individual and 
national liberties in Europe primarily hated Russia rather than Turkey 
because it was the former which helped Austria suppress the Hungarians 
in 1849 and the latter which sheltered the patriot Kossuth. Many of them 
were consequently blind to the existence of despotism in Turkey.11> 

The Ultra-Radicals had long been influenced by the irresponsible Turko
phile agitator David Urquhart who had for years been claiming that the 
Vienna Congress had been a device of secret diplomacy for selling the 
Turkish empire to the Tsar. In the summer of 1853, as the major powers 
attempted to negotiate a settlement of the Russo-Turkish problem, the 
Radical press proclaimed that the Vienna negotiations were another mani
festation of the "nefarious secret diplomacy" in which the Aberdeen gov
ernment acquiesced in Russia's designs upon Turkey.16 The Ultra-Radicals 
never ceased to consider the Peelite prime minister as a timid, vacillating, 
reactionary Russophile. Like many contemporary prophets of hindsight, 
they asserted that if England had stood firmly by Turkey in the past Russia 
would have lacked the boldness to demand a protectorate over the Sultan's 
Orthodox subjects and the occupation of the Danubian principalities.17 

Their lack of informed knowledge of England's position on the Eastern 
question was surpassed only by their eagerness to challenge Russia. 

The Radical press played a significant role in the agitation of the period. 
In September George Greville observed, "The violence and scurrility of the 
press exceeds all belief. Day after day, the Radical and Tory papers, ani
mated by very different sentiments and motives, pour forth the most viru
lent abuse upon the Emperors of Russia, of Austria and upon this Govern
ment."18 It must be acknowledged that the press which fed the popular 

u George M. Trevelyan, Life of John Bright, London, 1925, p. 225. 
16 The major Radical paper was the Illustrated London News. Others included 

the Morning Observer and the Daily Telegram. Unfortunately only the Illustrated Lon
don News has been available for this project. 

17 George Greville, Memoirs, London, 1885, VII, 76. 
18 Ibid., 91. 
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appetite for war was not exclusively Radical. The Morning Herald was a 
Tory paper and the Daily News was simply a Palmerstonian sheet, but 
there is little doubt that the great majority of the English people at this 
time held the foreign policy views of the Radicals which were the same 
that Palmerston expressed for public consumption. Russia was the prin
cipal enemy of the "liberties of Europe." England's role was not so much 
to maintain the balance of power in the Near East or even to preserve her 
national interest, but to protect the Balkan Turks and Christians alike 
from Russian despotism.19 

It has been observed by authorities on the Crimean War that by 1854 
the state of public agitation was so intense that Aberdeen's government 
was no longer free to pursue the patient and conciliatory policy he would 
have normally followed. This statement cannot be verified completely with
in the scope of this paper, but with the arrival of the new year we find the 
ambitious Turkophile Austen Henry Layard and the veteran Radical John 
Roebuck leading the Ultra-Radical assault upon Aberdeen's foreign policy 
in parliament and in the press. They found new causes for antipathy to 
Russia and the ministry in the "Massacre of Sinope," the continued willing
ness of Aberdeen to conciliate the Russians, and finally the overtures made 
by the foreign office to the Austrians. 20 The Radicals also attacked Prince 
Albert who, in their opinion, was not only a foreigner who meddled in min
isterial affairs but also a friend of the Austrians and Russians.21 In January 
1854 Greville observed that the Radical press was daily increasing in viru
lence and audacity and the public was responding with naive acceptance 
as the volume of newspaper sales went up sharply. A truculent war mood 
prevailed in England. The Illustrated London News was already partition
ing the Russian empire and setting the nationalities free.22 With this spirit 
widespread, Palmerston and Russell prevailed over the peace efforts of 
Aberdeen. In March the government sent the Tsar an ultimatum demand
ing the evacuation of the principalities. His refusal to comply made war 
inevitable. 

The debates that accompanied the Queen's war message to parliament 
on March 27 give further insights into the Ultra-Radical position. Austen 
Layard, the Radical's Eastern affairs specialist, asserted that Aberdeen and 
Sir Hamilton Seymour, previous ambassador to Constantinople, had secretly 
favored the Tsar's overtures in 1844 and 1853 suggesting the dissection of 
the sick man of Europe. Such a position was probably acceptable to many 

19 Annual Register, History, XCVI, 12-14; Greville, VII, 94. 
20 Evelyn Ashley, The Life of Lord Palmerston, London, 1879, II, 184. 
21 Greville, VII, 128-132. 
22 Illustrated London News, January 14, 1854. 
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Conservatives, but to Radicals and Liberals alike it was unpardonable.23 

Layard also concurred in Lord Palmerston's belief that the liberal reforms 
currently attempted by Abdul Medjid were indeed successful. "The Otto
man Empire was rapidly improving in wealth and commerce, in the lib
erality of its government, the intelligence of its people, and in all other 
elements of strength."24 It was far better that the Balkan Christians remain 
in its hands. Layard also expressed a very popular Radical opinion that 
Austria could never be trusted as an ally. Her anti-liberal interests were 
essentially those of Russia.25 

After hostilities began, the Radicals did not relinquish their opposition 
to Aberdeen's efforts to obtain a speedy pacification. Moreover they exhib
ited an unrealistic confidence in the imminent success of British arms. The 
capture of Sebastopol was expected to occur shortly. It was not too early 
to project post-war aims. As stated by Layard, England must "carry this 
war to such an issue, as will prevent Russia hereafter from returning to 
her aggressions, and from threatening the independence . . . and civiliza
tion of Europe." This was not a war to restore old treaties and the status 
quo. Russia must be contained permanently, even at the cost of severe 
territorial extractions. 26 

But Radical confidence turned to impatience and bitter disappointment 
as the seige of Sebastopol became a costly stalemate. It was not the Radical 
press, however, but the London Times which first exposed the administra
tive chaos and the supply and medical insufficiencies which crippled the 
British Army. The Radicals lost no time, however, in demanding the dis
missal of New-Castle, the secretary for war, and General Raglan. The 
Times' statement of December 23 adequately reflected their sentiments: 
"Incompetency, lethargy, aristocratic hauteur, official indifference, favor, 
routine, perverseness, and stupidity reign, revel, and riot in the camp be
fore Sebastopol.''27 The Radicals, who had long sought to eliminate auto
cratic influence in public affairs, found the essential cause of England's 
Crimean failures in the "perverse aristocratic system.'' The administrative 
reform movement of 1855 was a result of this emphasis. 

In January 1855 John Roebuck called for a select committee to investi
gate the conduct of the war. His motion was rejected by the cabinet; Rus
sell, however, resigned as a protest to their decision. His resignation sealed 

2s Hansard, 3rd series, CXXXII, 218-227. 
24 Annual Register, History, XCVI, 31. 
25 Hansard, 3rd series, CXXXII, 327-339. 
26 Ibid., 240, 241. 
27 Maccoby, II, 31-33; Annual Register, Chronical, XCVI, 195. 
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the doom of the Aberdeen ministry. On January 29 the motion was carried 
overwhelmingly by a Radical-Tory coalition.28 

After a brief cabinet crisis the Ultra-Radicals' favorite, Lord Palmerston, 
became prime minister, but it was not the daring, confident, autocracy
hating Palmerston they had expected. On March 3, 1855, the Illustrated 
London News noted: "This Country is in a peculiar temper and hungers 
for victory. Until this be achieved, it will be difficult for any statesman to 
conduct its affairs with much profit or satisfaction. Sebastopol must be 
taken, or discontent will grow unto danger, and many things more precious 
than the existence of a ministry . . . will be called into question."29 

In the summer of 1855 the Ultra-Radicals turned their interest to a 
postwar peace settlement. Greville had earlier observed that there was a 
"violent desire to force the Emperor to make a humiliating peace." The 
Illustrated London News, which had never expressed confidence in Aber
deen's peace-seeking efforts now turned on Palmerston, expressing fears 
that even he would accept an inglorious peace without victory.30 

A dangerous and irresponsible chauvinism was displayed by Ultra
Radical agitation in the summer and fall of 1855. The large public riots in 
Hyatt Park on June 24 and July 1, though ostensively touched off by an 
unpopular Sunday trading act, appeared to express a combination of ex
treme anti-aristocratic sentiment and a feeling that a nefarious conspiracy 
was afoot in Vienna to rob England of the fruits of victory. As the fall of 
Sebastopol became more imminent, the Ultra-Radicals pressed for a con
tinuation of the war. Many of them had visions of the liberation of Poland, 
Hungary, and Italy. They were suspicious of the four Vienna Points sup
ported by such untrustworthy allies as Austria and France and unhappy 
with the small share of glory that England obtained in the capture of 
Sebastopol. 81 

The militant, patriotic Radicals whom we have labeled the Ultra
Radicals seemingly allowed their concern for liberty to lead them to a 
truculent chauvinism which was a significant factor in the popular enthusi
asm for war; yet there were other Radicals who opposed the war fever of 
1853. The Manchester Radicals consistently worked for peace to the great 
consternation of their fellow democrats. 

28 Greville, VII, 234-235; Ernest L. Woodward, The Age of Reform, London, 1938, 
p. 161. Woodward renders a sound and interesting account of the British armed 
services at this time. See pp. 255-264. 

29 Jllustrated London News, March 3, 1855. 
80 Ibid., May 26, 1855. 
81 Maccoby, II, 49-51. The four Vienna Points were the peace terms proposed by 

England, Austria, and France in September 1855. 
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Some years after the Crimean War Gladstone noted that Cobden and 
Bright witnessed their most courageous hours when, in the face of heated 
opposition from the great majority of Englishmen who had previously given 
them confidence and trust, they were willing to sacrifice their public careers 
for an unpopular principle.32 

Cobden and Bright's opposition to the Crimean War was certainly an 
expression of their non-interventionist creed which was a natural corollary 
to free trade. But from the beginning Bright also argued that it was an 
unjust and unnecessary war which could be blamed upon Turkish intransi
gence and British willingness to support them. He hinged his argument 
upon the 1853 Vienna negotiations which dealt with Russo-Turkish differ
ences regarding the Orthodox Christians in the Balkans. He argued that 
the famous Vienna note of July 1853, drawn up to British and Austrian 
specifications, was accepted by the Tsar and afterwards rejected by the 
Turks under the advice of Stratford Canning. Bright could not see why 
the government would declare the very note they had proposed as inad
visable after the Turks had rejected it. His understanding of the roles of 
the Russian and British ambassadors in Constantinople may have been 
incomplete, but he was certain that the war was an avoidable one which 
Stratford Canning and the British people foolishly wanted. 38 

Cobden and Bright were particularly concerned with the arguments of 
their democratic and liberal friends. They felt that the Ultra-Radical fervor 
for the liberties of the submerged peoples of Europe was self-contradictory. 
In April 1854 Bright wrote: "Our countrymen fancy they are fighting for 
freedom because the Russian Government is a despotism. They forget that 
the object of their solicitude is no less a despot; that their chief ally the 
other day overthrew a republic and imprisoned or expatriated the members 
of a freely elected parliament; that they are alternately coaxing Austria 
whose regard for freedom and justice Hungary and Italy can attest, to join 
them in this holy war. . . .''34 

The Manchester leaders exposed other inconsistencies in their fellow 
Radicals' attitudes. The Radical war party had boldly stressed the danger 
of Russian aggression in the Balkans and yet had naively underestimated 
the resistive strength of Russia. They had denounced aristocratic misman
agement in the army and yet had supported an interventionist policy which 
enhanced the position of the aristocratic military interest and resulted in 
greater tax burdens and increased armaments which the Radicals had pre
viously denounced.Bl> 

82 Trevelyan, pp. 216-217. 
83 [l;id., pp. 221-223. 
84 Ibid., p. 226. 
85 John Morley, The Life of Richard Cobden, Boston, 1881, II, 119, 120. 
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Cobden and Bright naturally used economic arguments to support non
intervention. The doubling of the income tax in 1854 denied Radical fiscal 
principles, and yet the Ultra-Radicals supported it without a whisper of 
protest. Bright also often alluded to the danger of an escalated war in which 
England would lose overseas markets, many of which he feared would be 
claimed by the United States.36 

The peace campaign of Cobden and Bright was wholly consistent with 
their general thesis that England must abandon the game of international 
politics, confine herself to a minimum military establishment, and seek the 
ways of peace through free trade which alone could destroy the false as
sumption that the nation's interest could only be served at the expense of 
other nations. The Crimean War experience hurt the free trade champions 
deeply. They were grieved that fellow Radicals and Liberals were taken in 
by aristocrats like Palmerston. But ultimately, with the passing of the Pal
merstonian era, the non-interventionist ideas of the Manchester school 
gained respectability and broad popular acceptance.87 

The Radicals, in spite of their absorption in foreign affairs in the 1853-
1855 period, were also involved in several domestic activities including the 
Parliamentary Reform Bill of 1854, the Oxford University Bill, and efforts 
to abolish church rates and the newspaper stamp tax. Radical activity in 
these areas was weakened by their interest in the Crimean War, but it was 
active enough to merit consideration. 

The Reform Bill of 1854 was another one of Lord Russell's attempts to 
woo Radical support. With a lukewarm cabinet and a disinterested public, 
Russell nevertheless introduced the bill as a cabinet measure on February 
13, 1854. It called for the disfranchisement of all boroughs under 5,000 and 
partial disfranchisement of those under 10,000 inhabitants. Sixty-six seats 
were to be redistributed but only a few of these would be granted to the 
larger cities. There was to be a six pound borough franchise and a ten 
pound householder franchise in the counties, with additional lower quali
fications for lodgers. 38 The Radicals recognized that the bill would do little 
for city representation and they did not care to give more seats to the 
counties, but the six pound franchise had been earlier advocated by their 
own Locke King. They supported the measure with mild enthusiasm, hop
ing to amend it after its second reading. The Radical National Reform As
sociation ( organized 1848) gave the measure strong support but was unable 
to arouse much popular favor for it. It even drew up a petition, but the days 
of monster petitions had gone with the Chartists. Those who still bore 

86 Hansard, 3rd series, CXXXIII, 258. 
87 John Maccunn, Six Radical Thinkers, London, 1910, pp. 106, 116-126. 
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the Chartist label opposed the bill. Their leader Ernest Jones complained 
that not even the aristocracy of labour would be given the vote.89 

After two announced delays and continual prodding from his colleagues, 
Russell withdrew his bill in April. Even Joseph Hume approved of the 
measure's withdrawal. Those who were interested in reform blamed post
ponement upon the necessity of a unified war effort. More realistically, 
public apathy, which would have probably been considerable without an 
international crisis, doomed the bill from its inception. 40 The unenfran
chised masses of England were definitely more excited about Russian des
potism than parliamentary reform. 

Another object of Radical interest at the time was the Oxford University 
Reform Bill of 1854. A majority of the Radicals made common cause with 
the Dissenters' grievances against the entrenched privileges of the Anglican 
Church in primary and higher education. A crown commission had investi
gated abuses at Oxford and Cambridge (1850-1852). The Oxford Reform 
Bill embodied the principle recommendations of the commission. Profes
sional teaching was in part to replace tutorial teaching; the government of 
the University was to be made more representative, permitting professors 
as well as heads of colleges and clerical administrators a share in policy 
making; increased academic emphasis was to be placed upon disciplines 
other than the classics and theology; and finally grants and emoluments 
were to be given on the basis of competitive examinations.41 The Radicals, 
led by Charles Heywood, participated in the debates concerning the Uni
versity. They emphasized the necessity of making the church-controlled 
universities into national institutions and asserted that state intervention 
was necessary to reform them, but they were distressed with the failure of 
Gladstone and other sponsors of the bill to make provisions for the admis
sion of Dissenters. They were ultimately successful, however, in amending 
it. The act of 1854 and a later act in 1856 freed matriculation at Oxford 
and admission to degrees at Oxford and Cambridge from religious tests.42 

During these years the Radicals were also involved in the church rates 
(tithes) debates which occupied much of parliament's attention. The 
Radical attitude toward the Church was expressed by John Bright's obser
vations in 1852, "that overgrown and monstrous abuse assumes airs as if 
it were not an abuse." With 14,000 dissenting chapels in England and 

89 Maccoby, II, 29-30. The popular energy that was left over from war enthusiasm 
seemed to be channeled in other directions. Labor's chief interest in the 1850's was not 
the vote but organization of trade unions, friendly societies, and other self-help agencies. 

40 Hansard, 3rd series, CXXXII, 277-287, CXXXIII, 845-851. 
41 Ibid., CXXXI, 892-935; CXXXIII, 672-712, 921-930. 
42 Ibid., Woodward, Age of Reform, p. 472. 
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Wales, and two-thirds of Scotland and nine-tenths of Ireland hostile to the 
Church, how could it make the claim of being a national institution?43 

The Radical Dissenters not only stressed the injustice of a religious tax 
imposed for the benefit of one group at the expense of another, but they 
also argued that the Anglican Church, with good management, could easily 
support itself through voluntary contributions. By 1855 approximately 
one third of England's parishes had already voluntarily voted to end the 
tithe and the Church suffered little for it. The Radicals also asserted that 
the tithe was a serious source of friction and animosity within the English 
Church which could only be removed with complete abolition.44 

Another significant area of activity in which the Radicals were involved 
was the agitation for the repeal of the newspaper stamp tax which had 
been in effect since 1837. Led by Milner Gibson, a well known advocate 
of domestic reform, the Radicals in 1853 had introduced a motion to abolish 
the paper excise and the penny stamp which had seriously curtailed the 
availability of the one and two penny papers which the working class could 
afford. These motions were defeated in 1853, but were introduced again in 
1854 and 1855. Gibson's principal argument for the abolition of the tax 
was that the press was the most valuable device for political education 
that the common man had. Joseph Hume supported Gibson's argument. On 
May 16, 1854, he charged the leaders of parliament, "We were keeping up 
taxes that maintained the people in ignorance, intolerance and vice, instead 
of allowing such a free circulation of intelligence as would check these 
evils. The food of an Englishman was news, intelligence, and information; 
yet they stinted him of these. They complained of the conduct of the large 
masses of the population, but if they prevented the people from obtaining 
knowledge, the responsibility lay on their own shoulders."45 John Bright 
pointed to the advantages of the free press in America and condemned 
the hypocrisy of an attitude that would condemn the ignorance and de
pravity of the people while refusing to trust them with political knowledge. 
The Radical agitation for the penny press ultimately was successful. The 
penny tax was abolished in June 1855. The Whigs and Liberals had decided 
that it was now safe to allow the masses to be exposed to a variety of 
political opinion. 

Radical activity was not limited to the areas covered in this study. Dur
ing the Crimean War they were actively engaged in an administrative 
reform movement which advocated a merit system for civil and military 

,s Trevelyan, Bright to Villiers, July 15, 1852. 
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offices. The Radicals advocated a national system of publicly supported 
elementary education. They demanded the abolition of religious oaths in 
parliament and called for the disestablishment of the Church in Ireland.46 

If there is a general thread in the fortunes of Radicalism in the years 
1848-1855, it would be the fact that a sincere if not always wise concern 
for the submerged nationalities of Europe stifled the chances of successful 
reforms at home. As a result Radicalism suffered from a critical schism be
tween the Cobdenites and the chauvinistic Radicals. With the death of 
Joseph Hume and the physical collapse of John Bright in 1855, there was 
momentarily no one to unite the Radicals. Lord Palmerston would carefully 
stifle their efforts to democratize English institutions. The Canton question, 
the Indian mutiny, and the Italian question would perpetuate the division 
in the party. The day of Radical resurgence had not yet come. 

46 Maccoby, II, 52-54. 



THE EMPEROR HADRIAN AS PHARAOH OF EGYPT 
RICHARD H. CHOWEN 

Of the twenty-one years of his principate Hadrian devoted approxi
mately twelve of those years to a personal tour of the provinces. Yet only 
for the province of Egypt does the evidence for the emperor's presence 
reveal every aspect of his provincial policies and of his personal character. 

Within the structure of the Roman Empire, Egypt occupied a special 
place as the personal domain of the princeps. On some of the coin types of 
Alexandria the Nile is represented as a god reclining against a rock with 
cornucopiae for the wealth he bestows.1 This is not surprising. The grain 
supply of Rome was contingent on the annual yield of Egyptian grain and 
had the merit of dependability based on the regularity of the inundations 
of the Nile. For this reason a tight control over Egypt was of the utmost 
importance. Here the first citizen of Rome of necessity occupied the posi
tion of pharaoh in the dilapidated apparatus of the Egyptian cosmic state. 
Supplied with a royal cartouch, 2 as his lofty position demanded, this Roman 
pharaoh is represented among his coin types as the incarnation of Horus, 
astride a horse, vanquishing evil in the form of a crocodile-perhaps Seth 
himself.3 

One of the first acts of Hadrian on his accession in August of 117 was 
to dispatch Q. Rammius Martialis to Egypt as prefect of that province. 
With some prompting from Rammius a vigorous display of unbounded joy 
was exhibited by the Egyptians at the news of Hadrian's elevation to 
power. In the Apollonopolite nome Apollo exhorted the inhabitants: "To 
him let us all render joyous submission . . . let us kindle the altars in 
sacrifice .... 4 The impoverished tenant farmers of Egypt were the first to 
rejoice when the new emperor unexpectedly came to their aid. The rentals 
due on lands belonging to the imperial domain were determined by the 
potential yield of grain from those lands. The peasants holding such lands 
therefore paid a fixed rental based upon a theoretical yield rather than 
upon the actual value of the current harvest realized from such lands. By 
] 17 much of the land of Egypt had gone out of cultivation due to a series 
of low Niles, which had prevented the irrigation of marginal lands, floods, 
and the destruction wrought by the Jewish War of 116-117. Due to the 

1 Reginald Stuart Pool, Catalogue of the Coins of Alexandria and the Names, A 
Catalogue of the Greek Coins in the British Museum, London, 1892, Plate XX. 
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impossibility of meeting the current rates of rentals on such lands many 
of the tenants had abandoned their unproductive plots. The object of 
Hadrian's land legislation for Egypt was therefore twofold. It was intended 
to prevent further abandonment of non-productive lands and to bring such 
lands back into production as soon as possible. Since the actual edict has 
not been found, it has been necessary to reconstruct its terms. All peasants 
working imperial lands who could not meet the stipulated rates, because 
their plots could no longer bear so great a financial burden, were permitted 
to petition the strategos of the nome for a new lease. All leases granted, as 
a result of such a petition, would permit the lessee to hold his lands on 
terms of the value of each plot based upon the actual annual yield from 
whatever crop he could grow profitably. Further, there would be no rental 
charges for the use of marginal lands in need of irrigation, rendered diffi
cult by low Niles. Once such plots could be again brought under cultiva
tion, the holder would still be required to pay only half of the old "un
flooded" rate. 5 Naturally all such petitions were thoroughly investigated 
by the nome officials under the strategos. Requests for the new leases were 
submitted in the form of bids. These bids indicated the present rental paid 
for the use of the land and that which the tenant now felt that he could 
afford to pay and still keep the land under cultivation.6 Thus the emperor 
was willing to accept a decrease in revenue for the present in the hope of 
greater revenues in the future. 

This edict of 117 was subsequently supplemented by another edict re
specting the rentals due from the lands on the imperial domain. This second 
edict was issued in 136. There had been a recurrence of a number of low 
Niles. Fortunately the crop for 136 was an abundant one. For the peasant, 
however, recovery still seemed impossible. This present prosperity threat
ened to be absorbed by the disasters of the past few years. The situation 
was particularly serious in the Theba'id. For this reason Hadrian now 
ordered a five year delay in payment of rents due from these lands. While 
the situation in the Heptanomia and in Lower Egypt was not as severe as 
that in Upper Egypt, the tenants in the former two regions were neverthe
less given appropriate relief. The emperor granted a delay in payment of 
rentals due for the next four years to those affected by adversity in the 
Heptanomia and a delay in payments due for three years to those in sim
ilar circumstances in Lower Egypt. 

This edict, it will be noted, merely provided for a delay, not for a reduc
tion in the rentals due on imperial lands. The emperor made it clear that 

II William Linn Westermann, "Hadrian's Decree on Renting State Domain in Egypt," 
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this edict of 136 did not affect the continued payment of rents and taxes 
in kind due from those peasants who, for the moment, enjoyed his gen
erosity. 7 

It was in the autumn of 130 that the Alexandrians received word of the 
approach of Hadrian on his way from Judaea to Egypt. The emperor's 
arrival in Alexandria was delayed at the frontier town of Pelusium. Here 
he stopped in order to restore the ruined tomb of Pompeius Magnus and to 
offer a sacrifice to the shade of that departed optimate. 8 

Alexandria, the metropolis of Egypt, was undoubtedly the second city 
of the empire in wealth and population in which she was exceeded only 
by Rome. Of all the cities of the East, however, Alexandria was the most 
unstable, given over to organized riots and sedition, usually among the 
Greeks and the Jews. In fact the whole population of Egypt was con
demned as "viri ventosi, furibundi, iactantes, iniuriosi. . . ."9 Among these 
people, one found only liars, astrologers, soothsayers, and quacks. Early 
in his reign Hadrian had been forced to dispatch a letter of rebuke to the 
rioting Alexandrians10 and to give unpopular judgements in favor of the 
Alexandrian Jews whom the Greeks had provoked into violence.11 Now, 
however, the past appeared to be forgiven. Coins were struck depicting the 
emperor arriving in a quadriga to receive greetings from a waiting Alexan
dria, her head covered by an elephant skin.12 In a second type the standing 
Hadrian extends his right hand to receive Alexandria's kiss of obeisance. ia 

The pharaoh was welcome. Hadrian and his wife Sabina must have been 
impressed. Among the coin types of his Adventus series struck many years 
later the occasion was commemorated by a sestertius representing Serapis 
and Isis welcoming the emperor and his wife to Alexandria.14 Hadrian was 
the first emperor to strike coins bearing the images of Serapis and Isis.15 

This may have been because he had been instrumental in restoring the 
Serapeum after its destruction by the Jews during the revolt of 116-117. 
The emperor had restored other buildings of Alexandria which had suffered 

7 Westermann, 177-178; Piette Jouquet, "Un Edict d'Hadrien," Revue des etudes 
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damage during this same Jewish rebellion including, not only the temple 
of Nemesis, but also the chief synagogue in the city.16 Hadrian could now 
inspect these restorations as well as visit the mausoleum of Alexander the 
Great. 

Once in Alexandria, Hadrian was able to observe the increased effi
ciency of the Roman bureaucracy which had been brought about with the 
construction of his new archival library, the Adrianum. In the interest of 
security and that the government might know the exact amount of its 
revenues, the local archives in the names were required to dispatch official 
reports of all local revenue returns to Alexandria every five days. All of 
these incoming records were filed, prior to 127, in an archival library known 
as the Nanaeum. After 127 the Nanaeum was supplemented by the Adria
num to which it immediately became subordinate. No records deposited 
in the Nanaeum were either open to inspection or allowed to leave the 
building without the consent of the custodian of the Adrianum. Not only 
were the accounts of the treasury deposited here, but also there were de
posited copies of contracts entered into by contracting parties resident in 
the names. Each clerk employed in a local record office was required to 
make a list of all the contracts deposited in his office. He was then required 
to make abstracts of the contracts themselves. Those who were employed 
in arranging and binding these local records were enjoined by law to make 
a careful note in the margin of any document which appeared to have 
been tampered with. These marginal notes were then collected and for
warded, along with the abstracts of the documents, to the two archival 
libraries in Alexandria. Five months after the Adrianum had officially 
opened, however, there were still those who failed to send their reports to 
the appropriate libraries. Such inefficient clerks were warned by the prefect 
of Egypt either to obey the terms of the emperor's edict or to stand pre
pared to suffer the consequences of their disobedience.17 

The new library had its protecting deity as did the museum. It is pos
sible that the library of Hadrian was under the protection of Serapis. If 
Hadrian's library is the building represented on the Alexandrian coinage 
then this is undoubtedly the case. Here the emperor is represented as stand
ing before Serapis in an attitude of pointing to a miniature building upon 
which his name is inscribed.18 

In his enthusiasm for philosophical studies Hadrian rendered vigorous 
support to the museum of Alexandria. Walking in the shade of its graceful 

16 Acts of the Pagan Martyrs, commentary, IX, 183. 
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porticoes he was always ready to enjoy the companionship of its learned 
members. The emperor propounded many questions and gave the answers 
himself.19 The indiscreet Favorinus counted it one of the paradoxes of his 
Jife that he had once contradicted Hadrian and yet was still alive.2° Few, 
indeed, could be found who would dispute a proposition, however absurd, 
that was supported by thirty legions.21 In support of the arts Hadrian had 
personally elected many of the members of the museum. 22 His favorite, 
Polemo of Laodicea, as well as Dionysius of Miletus, were counted among 
the new members appointed by the emperor.23 It was during this visit to 
Alexandria that the Alexandrian poet, Pancrates, was rewarded with a place 
in the museum. 24 Pan crates had had the presence of mind to write a rather 
bad poem on Hadrian the lion hunter.25 

Hunting was always one of the emperor's favorite pastimes. Not far 
from Alexandria, Hadrian could find an animal more exotic than the usual 
bears which he had hunted in Asia Minor. Here he could hunt lions which 
he could kill with his bare hands.26 While hunting lions in nearby Libya, 
however, Hadrian preferred to have his favorite, Antinoi.is, stand by with 
a good supply of spears. 27 It was sometime after this successful hunt that 
Hadrian one day came across Pancrates. The poet showed the emperor a 
red lotus which grew in the delta marshes during the summer season. Pan
crates discreetly explained that this particular type of lotus should be called 
the "Antinoeios." It should be called this because the flower actually sprang 
from the earth when it had been soaked with the blood of the lion so 
recently killed by the emperor himself.28 It is not surprising that the poet's 
works were considered worthy of an imperial appointment to the museum. 

The Roman emperor as pharaoh in Egypt was subject to the same ta
boos as the native pharaohs had always been. During the period of the in
undation no pharaoh might sail on the waters of the Nile. Thus in Novem
ber of 130, the flood having receded, Hadrian, accompanied by his wife, 
Sabina, Antinoi.is, and the poetess, Julia Balbila, could begin his journey 
up the Nile to Thebes.29 The journey from Memphis into the Heptanomia 
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proceeded pleasantly and without serious incident. Then, seventy-five miles 
south of Memphis, Hadrian lost his favorite, Antinoiis, who died by drown
ing. Possibly he had offered himself as a human sacrifice. In any event, the 
emperor in his grief wept like a woman.30 The tragedy occurred at a point 
opposite Hermopolis which is a town situated on the left bank of the Nile. 
To honor Antinoiis' memory the emperor founded a city, Antinoopolis, on 
the right bank of the river Nile opposite Hermopolis. Actually Antinoopolis 
was not an altogether new foundation. Hadrian's city occupied the site of 
an earlier Egyptian town which had been the chief city of the twelfth 
nome. Antinoopolis, in common with the other Greek cities in Egypt, pos
sessed no territory of its own, but was to become the center of the Antinoite 
nomarchy, then a part of the Hermopolite nome. It was simply the revival 
of an earlier nome.3 1 

Antinoopolis itself took the form of a parallelogram with a circumfer
ence of about three and one-half miles. It was surrounded on three sides 
by a city wall, built of brick, the side toward the Nile being left open. 
The whole area was laid out on a gridiron plan bisected by two principal 
streets intersecting at right angles in the center of the city. The course of 
each of these important streets was protected on either side from the heat 
of the great Egyptian summer by graceful lines of colonnades fashioned 
in the Doric order. At a point where these principal streets met there stood 
four massive columns each bearing the statue of an emperor. We may as
sume that one of these figures was a likeness of Hadrian. The central 
avenue running north and south, was closed on the south by a triple arch 
and a theatre and on the north by a gate and the supposed tomb of An
tinoiis. The principal east-west street led from a triumphal arch on the 
bank of the Nile eastward past the public baths to another arch. Beyond 
this stood a temple of Isis. Outside the city wall to the east lay a huge 
hippodrome. 32 

In founding a new city it was necessary for Hadrian to supply it with 
citizens. Antinoopolis evidently had been located in the Heptanomia in 
order to offset the two Greek cities in Lower Egypt, Naucratis and Alex
andria, and Ptolema'is in the Thebai:d. There would now be four Greek 
cities in Egypt. For this reason only men of Greek antecedents, if not of 
pure Greek descent, would be permitted to live in the new Hadrianic foun
dation. The population of Antinoopolis was thus derived from three differ
ent sources, the Greek city of Ptolema'is, Greek residents in organized and 
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officially recognized Greek communities in the nomes, and discharged 
veterans. 33 

The citizens of this new city were organized along the usual lines of a 
Greek city into tribes and demes. In order to attract those settlers who 
were not chosen by lot from Ptolemai:s, all manner of economic and politi
cal privileges were granted to those who would come and live in Antino
opolis. The freedom from having to undertake the burden of liturgies was 
one of the most important of the promised exemptions. In order to make 
residence in his new city even more desirable, Hadrian established an 
endowment designed to maintain all children of Antinoites, if registered 
by their parents within a month after their birth. Some settlers were even 
offered free allotments of land. Finally, the legal barriers between Egyp
tians and Greeks that existed in the other Greek cities in Egypt were par
tially set aside for Antinoites. 34 

Even with all of these attractive offers, however, the new city could 
not have flourished had not its founder provided it with a source of wealth 
and an economic reason for its existence. The Via H adriana was designed 
to provide Antinoopolis with a highway to the ports of the Red Sea that 
she might tap the trade of southern Arabia. This highway left Antinoopolis 
in a southeasterly direction to the coastal plain of the Red Sea. It then 
followed an irregular course southward along the sea to the port of Bere
nice on Foul Bay. In the second century Berenice was the principal port 
from which cargoes were sent over land to the town of Captos which lies 
forty miles below Thebes. The Via Hadriana was no doubt designed to 
divert the trade of Captos north to Antinoopolis in the hope of giving the 
latter a solid commercial basis. 

After the manner of all Roman roads in the desert, the Via Hadriana 
was furnished with fortified watering stations called hydreumata. These 
stations varied in details, but conformed to the general pattern of a rec
tangular building constructed of rubble, flanked by towers and provided 
with a gateway of dressed stone. The cool dim rooms in the interior were 
used to house passing travellers who were provided with water from a well 
in the center of the building. With all of these inducements to ship wares 
from Berenice to Antinoopolis, the emperor's expectations of a great future 
for his new city were never fully realized.35 

33 Bell, 136-139. 
84 Ibid., 142-143. 
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The imperial party continued its slow journey up the river to Thebes. 
Once the equal of Rome in its fame and glory, Thebes was now reduced to 
a collection of squalid mud brick villages, shaded only by dust laden date 
palms that had not known rain for 700 years. Here, greeted by the exces
sive heat of Upper Egypt, swarms of flies, and the odor of dung, the em
peror of the Romans beheld the vast and awe inspiring temple of Amun, 
the greatest in all Egypt. As they had done for centuries, the bald, white 
robed priests went about their appointed rounds within the gathering gloom 
of the sacred precincts of Amun. 

The emperor, an inveterate tourist, was anxious above all to behold the 
towering colossi of Memnon which stand alone on the plain of Thebes along 
the west bank of the Nile. These actually consist of two hard, red quartz 
sandstone colossi of Amenhotep III, seated facing the east. In the second 
century if one stood before these figures at dawn, the one on the left would 
greet the rising sun with a song. According to Pausanius the sound re
sembled that of a broken harp string. 36 The skeptical Strabo held certain 
reservations about the entire phenomenon. The possibility occurred to him 
that some agency other than the figure might be producing the noise.37 

Evidently the Memnon could not always be counted on to sing, and 
the emperor had earlier been disappointed. However, early on the morning 
of November 20, just before dawn, Hadrian and the imperial party crossed 
the Nile to the west bank, where they proceeded along the flood plain to 
the entrance of the Valley of Kings. Here stood the Memnon still shrouded 
in the darkness of the early morning hours. They waited. Then, in the 
shadow of the second division of the hours, Titan rose with his white 
horses into the sky. The dawn had come, and when the first rays of the 
sun fell upon the colossus, it uttered a sharp cry-a cry that sounded like 
the striking of a copper instrument. Twice again the figure cried out in the 
same manner as before. It was clear to all that Hadrian was beloved by 
the gods. 

Julia Balbila, in the true spirit of a modern tourist, scratched Hadrian's 
name along with that of Sabina upon one leg of the monument. Here she 
thoughtfully inscribed several poems of her own composition and, thus, left 
an account of their visit to posterity.38 

There exists no proof that Hadrian actually ever visited Phylae, an 
island situated above Thebes among the granite outcrops of the first cata
ract at Assuan surrounded by the awful desolation of the Sahara. This 
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point represented the southernmost outpost of the Roman Empire in Africa. 
Even though Egypt remained one of the most isolated provinces with her 
extensive and remote frontiers and unruly populace, the protection of 
Egypt under Hadrian was committed to a single legion, the II Traiana. 
11ie emperor had been careful to keep the good will of these men. Early in 
his reign he had directed that, contrary to the usual rule, sons of soldiers 
who were born during their father's tour of duty in Egypt might enjoy 
the right of inheritance. 39 Thus in 130 the emperor had nothing to worry 
about from this quarter. At Phylae he was able to devote himself to 
beautifying the now sunken temple of Isis to which Trajan had already 
made a considerable contribution. By comparison, Hadrian's contribution 
was to be a modest one. It consisted of a single gate bearing reliefs of 
himself, Marcus, and Verus. Among these reliefs the emperor is depicted 
in the traditional Egyptian style offering a sacrifice to Osiris and Isis.40 

Through the whole length of the Nile valley the emperor scattered his 
benefactions among the fortunate cities and towns. Public baths and 
temples were bestowed on Oxyrhynchus, Arsinoe, Berenicias at Moerios, 
Memphis and Hermopolis where even the streets were renamed with en
dearing epithets for the dead Antinoiis. Even a month of Hadrian was 
created for the Egyptians.41 

Thus from the evidence which remains for the history of Egypt in the 
principate of Hadrian, unlike that which remains for any other single prov
ince for the same period, one is able to reconstruct a reasonably complete 
picture of the period. Here every aspect of Hadrian's general policy in 
the other provinces is completely revealed. In Egypt he is seen as restitutor 
as well as founder and benefactor of cities. The emperor is revealed as an 
ardent Hellenist and intellectual. At the same time, he is also an administra
tor and a legislator as well as being a hunter, traveller, and tourist. 

Finally, Hadrian is revealed as having been deeply superstitious. He 
studied magical wisdom at Heliopolis. It was this, perhaps, that prepared 
him for one of his last great benefactions to the empire before his departure 
from Egypt. One night the emperor saw a falling star. He was told that 
this was the soul of his departed favorite. On receipt of this information 
the Roman pharaoh elevated Antinoiis to a place among the gods. The 
discreet Alexandrians promptly hailed the new divinity as "Antinoiis 
Eros".42 Hadrian had reached the climax of his genius. He was at last 
a creator of gods. 

89 Hermes, XXXVII, 84-89. 
40 Wilhelm Weber, Untersuchungen zur Geschichte des Kaisers Hadrianus, Leipzig, 
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COLONIAL LAND POLICIES AND THE SLAVE PROBLEM 
ROBERT K. ACKERMAN 

Land policies were immensely important in the settling of colonial 
South Carolina. Not only was the desire for land a motive for coming to 
this colony, but the land system became an important factor in the social, 
economic, and political structure of the province. Two of the most im
portant reasons for granting the public lands were to encourage immigra
tion and to aid in defending the frontier. Within several decades after the 
founding of Carolina the concern for encouraging immigration and the 
concern to defend the colony involved the land system in the problem 
posed by the presence of large numbers of Negro slaves. To the colonials 
slavery was more a problem of defense than sociology. What U. B. 
Phillips described as the central theme of southern history, the race prob
lem, appeared very early in Carolina. 

Both the proprietors and the royal government were anxious to encour
age compact settlements of relatively small land holdings to enhance the 
defense of the colony and to encourage trade. It became a standing policy 
to discourage the holding of more land than could readily be cultivated. 
Hence, lands were granted according to the grantee's ability to cultivate. 
Because of this policy, the headright was the most important basis for 
proprietary and royal grants. Instructions from the proprietors in 1669 
to their first governor, William Sayle, provided for the actual beginning of 
the headright system by directing that land be granted at the rate of one 
hundred and fifty acres for each free person artd the same for each man 
servant and lesser acreages for women and children servants. Also, each 
servant could get a grant of one hundred acres upon expiration of his 
time of service.1 By 1682 the proprietors had reduced the headright to 
fifty acres.2 Since the policy was to grant land according to the grantee's 
ability to cultivate the land, a grantee rated additional headrights for each 
servant in his family. Obviously the servants referred to in Governor 
Sayle's instructions were indentured servants. The fact that the proprietors 
were willing to grant the indentured servants land when they achieved 
their freedom is evidence of some liberality. Gradually Negro slaves be
came the most numerous kind of servants, and much land was granted on 
the basis of slave ownership. 

1 Commission and Instructions to Governor Sayle, July 26, 1669, "Shaftesbury 
Papers," Collections of the South Carolina Historical Society, Charleston, 1897, V, 117-
123. 

2 Instructions to Governor Moreton, May 10, 1682, Records in the British Public 
Record Office Relating to South Carolina, South Carolina Archives, Atlanta, 1928 [here
after cited as BPRO] I, 138-157. 
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Even in the proprietary period the colony began to assume the distinc
tive features of a plantation province, features which were to become char
acteristic of colonial South Carolina. The proprietors had planned for this 
province to become a plantation colony producing staple goods for the 
English market.8 By 1695 South Carolina had found a pro:6table staple in 
rice. A new prosperity was built on that commodity. One of the most 
signi:6cant results of the introduction of rice as the staple crop was the 
importation of a great number of Negro slaves. The planters generally 
considered white servants as un:6t for rice cultivation.-4 

The receiving of headright grants for slaves frequently became a means 
of acquiring large estates and discouraged compact settlements contrary 
to the purpose of the headright system. Moreover, the proprietors suspect
ed that some colonials were fraudulently using the same slave for several 
headrights, the importer of the slave claiming one headright and the suc
ceeding purchasers each claiming another headright for the same slave. 
Consequently the proprietors instructed the secretary of the province to 
list in the warrants the names of the servants for whom land was being 
granted.5 Warrants were the instructions to surveyors to survey the land 
to be granted. 

In 1698 the provincial assembly expressed concern that "the great num
ber of Negroes which of late have been imported into this colony may 
endanger the safety thereof. . . ." The assembly adopted the policy of try
ing to encourage the importation of white servants to improve the balance 
of whites and blacks.6 The tragedy of the race problem is the more poig
nant when one realizes how very early the danger of slavery was recog
nized. Yet, the demand for cheap agricultural labor was too strong for 
legislation to control the evil. D. D. Wallace wrote, "Only a society of 
philosophers could have resisted the temptation, and they probably only 
if legislating for some society other than their own."7 

In the years after the Revolution of 1719 there was an increasing con
cern for the danger posed by the great number of Negro slaves in the 
colony. In 1720 it was estimated that British merchants were selling 1,000 
Negroes in the colony each year. In 1721 it was estimated that there were 
12,000 Negroes here. The board of trade reported that the Indian wars 

a Commissions and Instructions to Governor West, July 27, 1669, "Shaftesbury 
Papers," 123-127. 
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had decimated the white population, and the prosperous manufacture of 
pitch and tar was encouraging the importation of more Negro slaves. The 
board of trade urged the crown to instruct the governor of the colony to 
recommend that the assembly give definite encouragement to the importa
tion of white servants. 8 

It was in accordance with this thinking that the colonial assembly be
gan discouraging slave importation by tariffs, using that revenue to en
courage the settlement of white immigrants. In 1721 the assembly enacted 
a statute imposing a duty of ten pounds on slaves from Africa and thirty 
pounds on slaves from other colonies.9 The revenue of this act later had a 
great significance for the land system. In 1726 the assembly passed an 
act "For Better Securing the Province from Negro Insurrection and for 
Encouraging Poor People by Employing Them in Plantations." This law 
required plantation owners to keep at least one white male servant for 
every ten Negroes. Those with large tracts not employing over ten slaves 
had to employ one white man for every two thousand acres.10 

The interim government of the 1720's was not able to grant lands to 
encourage white immigration. Hence, it sought other incentives. In 1725 
the assembly voted to grant ten pounds to each immigrant in a group to be 
imported by Alexander Trench. This money was to transport them to the 
places where they wished to settle.11 These promises of gifts foreshadowed 
the later granting of bounties to encourage immigration. 

The establishment of the permanent royal government of South Carolina 
in 1729 and 1730 brought an even greater concern for the problem posed by 
Negro slavery. The desire to encourage white immigration and the desire 
for a more effective defensive system for the colony's borders led to the 
implementation of the township scheme. The Swiss Jean Pierre Purry 
made his initial request for a grant in South Carolina in 1724.12 Purrysburg 
was the first successful township, and the township system was one of the 
royal government's best achievements in the efforts to defend the colony 
and to encourage white immigration. 

The crown selected Robert Johnson, a former proprietary governor, 
to be the first permanent governor of the royal colony. Since Johnson had 
had experience in the colony, the board of trade sought his advice in com
posing the governor's royal instructions. Johnson advised the board that 
"nothing is so much wanted in Carolina as white inhabitants. . . ." He 

8 Board of trade to the King, September 8, 1721, BPRO, IX, 65-76. 
9 Cooper, III, 159-170. 
10 Ibid., 272. 
11 Council Journal, No. 3, November 30, 1725, South Carolina Archives, Columbia, 
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suggested that the royal government transport to Carolina about two 
hundred Swiss families and give them a bounty of forty shillings each 
for tools to get them started in a township.13 In the spring of 1730 Johnson 
presented to the board of trade his ideas for the township system. He 
urged that townships be established on the colony's seven principal rivers 
to form a protective, encircling zone around the colony.14 

Although Johnson valued white immigration, he advised the board of 
trade that the lands should be granted on the basis of the grantee's ability 
to cultivate land, and he recognized that the ownership of slaves improved 
one's ability to cultivate. Though at one time Johnson had believed that 
no one should receive more than six hundred acres, he advised the board 
that the governor and council should be permitted to make larger grants 
"proportionable to the quantity of slaves they shall be satisfied the persons 
desiring the lands are possessed of. . . ." He suggested granting one 
thousand acres for every twenty slaves.15 This suggestion is of twofold 
interest. First, it suggests the dilemma of the Carolinians who feared the 
number of Negro slaves in their midst, anxious to grant lands to encourage 
the immigration of whites, but willing to have land granted on the basis 
of the grantee's ability to cultivate the land with Negro slaves-an encour
agement to the obtaining of more slaves. Secondly, the granting of land 
at the rate of fifty acres per person became the normal policy. The gov
ernor and council made exceptions by granting larger tracts to certain 
individuals, but fifty acres per person was the usual policy. When the 
instructions were formally approved, the crown directed the governor to 
grant land according to the ability to cultivate, not exceeding fifty acres 
per person.16 

One clause instructed the governor to give all possible encouragement 
to merchants trading with the colony, particularly the Royal African Com
pany, "that the province may have a constant and sufficient supply of 
merchantable negroes at moderate prices. . . ." The governor was to exert 
his influence on the assembly to have all duties on the importation of slaves 
payable by the purchasers rather than by the merchants.17 Here again is 
the paradox of encouraging the slave trade while trying to counter-balance 
the large number of blacks already present. 

In order to secure funds to finance the establishment of the townships, 
the royal instructions allowed the governor to permit changing an act of 
1723 "for calling in and sinking the paper bills" to apply those funds in-

13 Robert Johnson to board of trade, December 10, 1729, BPRO, XIII, 421-426. 
14 Robert Johnson to board of trade, March 7, 1730, BPRO, XIV, 58-60. 
111 Robert Johnson to board of trade, April 30, 1730, BPRO, XIV, 89-91. 
16 Instructions to Robert Johnson, June 10, 1730, BPRO, XIV, 147-214. 
11 Ibid. 
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tended to retire the colony's bills of credit for seven years to the expenses 
of surveying the townships and to the purchase of tools and provisions for 
the township settlers. Much of this revenue came from the duties on 
Negro slaves.18 

The governor advised the colonial assembly as he was directed by the 
royal instructions. The assembly answered by passing the Quit Rent Act 
of 1731, which proved to be the most important statement of South Caro
lina's land policies for the royal period. This act suspended for seven years 
the act of 1723 for retiring the colony's paper bills. However, instead of 
appropriating all that revenue to the expenses of the townships as the royal 
instructions advised, the assembly assigned most of it to paying the colony's 
debts which had accumulated in the late l 720's, years in which the colonial 
government had virtually ceased to function. Only five thousand pounds 
per annum was appropriated to the costs of surveying the townships and 
purchasing tools and provisions for the immigrants.19 The suspension of 
the act of 1723 freed an income from taxes on slaves and other imports of 
about 13,500 pounds per year. Hence, the assembly was appropriating 
about 8,500 pounds a year to paying the colony's debts, probably to avoid 
new taxes, but contrary to the royal instructions. 20 

The appropriation of taxes on slaves for the establishment of the town
ships is of particular interest. This legislation combined the fear of the 
number of slaves with the desire to encourage the immigration of whites 
to settle the townships. Through the years the duty on slaves was one of 
the best sources of revenue. During the l 7SO's the duty was ten pounds 
for the importation of slaves over ten years of age and five pounds for those 
under ten.21 In the year 1736 the Negro duty yielded more than 33,000 
pounds.22 

Influence was brought to bear on the board of trade to recommend 
that the privy council disallow that part of the Quit Rent Act which sus
pended the retiring of the colony's paper money for seven years. A group 
of London merchants petitioned that the existence of the paper currency 
was detrimental to trade and the duty on Negroes harmful to an important 
commerce.23 Other petitioners observed that the South Carolina Assembly 
had not appropriated all the money made available ( by suspending the 

18 Ibid. 
19 Cooper, III, 289-304. 
20 Sirmans, p. 323. 
21 Cooper, III, 193-204. 
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retirement of the bills) to the expenses of settling the townships. 24 The 
board of trade recommended that this part of the act be disallowed. 25 

The colonial governor and council petitioned the crown in defense of 
their legislation. They stated their belief that five thousand pounds was 
quite enough for the townships and that the slave trade had recently in
creased despite the duties on Negroes. Further, the presence of large 
numbers of slaves was "a great obstruction to the settlement of this frontier 
with white people."26 Finally, the board of trade recommended that the 
Quit Rent Act be permitted a trial. 27 The crown officials, while not dis
allowing the act, instructed the governor of South Carolina to endeavor to 
get the act altered to make it more in accord with the royal instructions.28 

Accordingly, on June 7, 1735, the assembly passed an act appropriating all 
duties on Negroes to the settling of the townships with poor Protestants.29 

As the immigrants arrived to settle the townships, the South Carolina 
government provided them with tools, provisions for several months, and 
transported them to the site of the township. 30 These provisions became 
known as the bounty and the recipients as bounty settlers. The funds for 
the bounties came out of the township fund, which was supported by the 
duties on the importation of slaves. In addition, the lands in the townships, 
called bounty lands, were granted free of charge. The fees for granting 
one hundred acres were usually five pounds. The funds for these fees 
came also from the township fund. After the act of 1735 the council 
provided for giving each township settler provisions for twenty months 
to get him started in making his own livelihood.3 I Since the laws did not 
specify what provisions each would get, it is of interest that the council in 
1735 supplied each of twenty-one newcomers to Queensborough township 
with eight bushels of corn and one peck of salt. 32 

Since the royal government did not want to discourage the slave trade 
too much and since slaves were valued highly by the South Carolina 
planters, the only feasible solution was an increased immigration of whites 
who could be attracted by promises of land. Consequently, land policies 

24 Board of trade to privy council, March 22, 1734, BPRO, XVI, 367-373. 
25 Proceedings of the board of trade, January 24, 1734, BPRO, XVI, 225. 
26 Governor and Council to King, April 9, 1734, BPRO, XVI, 374-383. 
27 Board of trade to privy council, July 1, 1735, BPRO, XVII, 347-350. 
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29 Cooper, III, 409-411. 
30 Council Journal, No. 5, October 6, 1732, 212. 
SI Council Journal, No. 6, February 17, 1735, 43-44. 
32 Council Journal, Public Record Office Photostats, No. l, March 29, 1735, South 
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and the slave problem became closely related. The establishment of the 
royal government brought positive action to encourage white immigration. 
Conversely, the promised security of the royal regime seems to have en
couraged further investment in slaves. Between 1729 and 1732 a total of 
5,153 slaves was imported, and in the next four years an additional 10,447 
entered the colony.33 

The act of 1735 expired in 1738. The royal instructions had permitted 
the suspension of the retirement of the paper currency for only seven 
years. 34 The people of South Carolina were rudely reminded of the 
seriousness of the Negro problem in 1739 when about fifty slaves revolted 
at Stono, killing twenty-one whites before being suppressed.35 The assem
bly renewed the duties on Negroes and the encouragement of white immi
gration in an act of April 17 40. The colony set forth a statement of policy 
in the preamble to that act, stating that the best way to prevent future 
Negro insurrections was "to establish a method by which the importation 
of Negroes into this province should be made a necessary means of intro
ducing a proportional number of white inhabitants. . . ." This act placed a 
tax of ten pounds on the first purchaser of a Negro over four feet and two 
inches in height, five pounds for those under that height but over three 
feet and two inches, and two pounds for those shorter. The assembly 
appropriated two-thirds of the revenue from these duties to the township 
fund at the expense of which the province would transport each new 
Protestant settler from Charles Town to his place of settlement and furnish 
him with tools and provisions for one year. 36 In 17 46 the act was extended 
for another five years.37 Thus, the custom of applying duties on the impor
tation of slaves to the encouragement of white settlers was becoming a 
permanent policy. 

In the royal period, as in the proprietary period, the most common basis 
for granting land was the headright of fifty acres per person. Grantees 
claimed their rights according to the size of their families, including white 
servants and slaves. Consequently, the families were frequently quite 
large. In 1736 Thomas Lynch received a grant of 3,150 acres for a family 
of sixty-three. 38 Even though the headright system was intended to pro
mote small holdings, the use of slaves for headrights allowed it to work the 
other way. Daniel and Thomas Laroch received a grant of 4,150 acres for 

33 Robert L. Meriwether, The Expansion of South Carolina, 1729-1765, Kingsport, 
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sixty-eight slaves and thirteen whites in their family.39 The governor and 
council granted land on the headright regardless of the amount of land 
the applicant might already have acquired. In 1757 Edward Fenwicke 
petitioned for land for eighty-eight slaves, not previously used for head
rights. The council ordered a grant of 4,400 acres.40 

In 17 49 Governor Glen estimated the colony's population to be 39,000 
Negroes and 25,000 whites.41 The colonists had become convinced that 
the most effective encouragement of white immigration was the giving of 
the bounty provisions and lands. It is noteworthy that bounty provisions 
were not given for white servants or slaves, only the headright lands. Duties 
on Negroes continued to provide the means of financing the bounties. The 
assembly renewed the duties on the importation of slaves in 1751. Again 
the rates depended on the height of Negroes. Three-fifths of these reve
nues were appropriated to provide bounty provisions for immigrants. One
fifth was appropriated to pay the fees for surveying and granting the lands. 
The remaining fifth was to be spent on bounties for ship builders.42 

The policy of trying to improve the balance of whites and blacks in the 
colony's population was somewhat more successful in the late eighteenth 
century. Immigration in the twenty-five years prior to the census of 1790 
more than tripled the white population. In 1790 there was a white major
ity of 31,283; but by 1820 Negroes again outnumbered whites.43 

The ability of some people to acquire large tracts of land, the presence 
of Negro slavery, and the encouragement of a staple producing economy 
by the British government ( by such policies as the giving of bounties on 
staple products) made possible the development of the colony's plantation 
economy and society. The fact that people could get headright grants for 
owning Negro slaves obviously aided in establishing this society. The fail
ure of the land policies to discourage permanently the institution of Negro 
slavery must be considered an unfortunate part of a long and tragic prob
lem. 
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THE TUTOR IN THE ANTE-BELLUM SOUTH 
J. ISSAC COPELAND 

Tutors constitute a part of any story that concerns education in the 
ante-bellum South; and, so far as I have been able to tell, all general 
histories of the South covering this period mention these teachers. They 
are treated, however, as elusive, almost legendary figures. In fact, after a 
lengthy search, it is my conclusion that Philip Alexander Bruce is the only 
historian to have devoted more than a few, scattered paragraphs to them, 
and even his account, which covers approximately seven pages, leaves many 
questions unanswered.1 Who were these men, by what means did they find 
employment or their employers find them, what did they teach, what were 
they paid, how were they received in southern homes, and, in general, 
what manner of men were they? 

The tutor appeared early in colonial America. John Lawson, as he trav
eled through Carolina in the first decade of the eighteenth century, ob
served that "they have tutors amongst them that educate their youth. . . ."2 

But tutors were common even before that, as evidenced by the numerous 
seventeenth century wills in which Virginia and Carolina planters made 
provision for the private instruction of their children. John Carter's will 
of January 3, 1669, filed at Lancaster Court House, Virginia, provided that 
his son, Robert, was to have a servant who would teach him English and 
Latin.3 Sir John Yeamans, Carolina's colonial governor, by terms of his 
will set aside a sum of money to provide for the education of each of his 
children.4 Thomas Greatbeach of Carolina requested that Mrs. Hannah 
Trotter remain with his family and continue to "tutor and instruct" his 
daughter, Ruth.5 William Randolph of "Tuckahoe" required of his execu
tors that they keep a private tutor for the education of his son, Thomas 
Mann Randolph.6 And Daniel Hornby of Richmond County, Virginia, 
asked that the executors of his estate employ a Latin master for five years 
to teach his nephew.7 These are examples selected at random. Such pro-

1 Philip Alexander Bruce, Institutional History of Virginia, New York, 1910, I, 323-
330. 

2 John Lawson, The History of Carolina Containing the Exact Description and 
Natural History of That County, Raleigh, 1860, p. xiv. 

s "Will of John Carter," Virginia Magazine of History and Biography ( afterwards 
VMHB), II, 236. 

4 M. Alston Read, "Notes on Some Colonial Governors of South Carolina and Their 
Families," South Carolina Historical and Genealogical Magazine (afterwards SCHGM), 
XI, 114. 

Ii "Abstracts from the Records of the Court of Ordinary of the Province of South 
Carolina, 1692-1700," SCHGM, X, 17-18. 

6 "Education in Colonial Virginia, part IV," William and Mary College Quarterly 
(afterwards WMCQ), Series l, VI, 172. 

7 "Will of Daniel Hornby," WMCQ, Series 1, XVII, 188. 
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vision was entirely natural, as was the educational philosophy accompany
ing it. The southern colonists were predominantly Englishmen who brought 
with them the culture that they had known, and adapted it to their new 
environment. 8 In England training for leadership was regarded as a 
definite educational objective, and certainly it was even more important in 
the life that the colonists now led; furthermore, since leadership in the 
colonial South had been preempted by the wealthy, education was in large 
measure reserved for those who could afford to pay. The influence of John 
Locke must be recognized, because his writings were being discussed in 
seventeenth and eighteenth centmy America, and it was he who advocated 
a tutorial system of education.9 The classical influence is also evident in 
the great emphasis which the Old South placed upon oratory. But most 
influential of all was the development of a rural society based upon a 
plantation economy. Isolation, distances, inadequate means of travel, and 
lack of communication were all factors in the education of the young. 

Teachers were not easy to find, and planters of the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries employed means similar to those used today. Letters 
were written to friends asking for suggestions, the planter's factor was 
sometimes enlisted in the search, an advertisement might be inserted in 
newspapers, or perhaps the tutor himself might advertise and apply in 
person. 

Philip Fithian, because of the publication of his diary, is the best known 
tutor in the Old South. His appointment at the home of Colonel Robert 
Carter was arranged through Dr. John Witherspoon of Princeton.10 Wil
liam Beverley wrote his London merchant to secure a teacher,11 and some 
years later Colonel Richard Corbin sent an urgent appeal to the London 
firm of Capel and Osgood Hanbury expressing concern that his children 
were without a tutor and adding "this is so interesting to me that I flatter 
myself you will exert your endeavors to engage a gentleman qualified in 
all respects ... and send him over by the first boat."12 Bennet H. Barrow, 
a Louisiana planter, wrote to New Orleans hoping to secure a teacher.18 

A great favor was performed by the planter who when he no longer 
needed a tutor recommended him to a friend or relative. It is thus that 

8 For a concise discussion of the South's educational philosophy see Robert Spencer 
Cotterill, The Old South, Glendale, California, 1939, p. 281. 

9 John Locke, The Educational Writings of John Locke, edited by John William 
Adamson, New York, 1912, pp. 52, 70-78. 

' 10 Philip Vickers Fithian, Journal & Letters of Philip Vickers Fithian, 1773-1774: 
A Plantation Tutor of the Old Dominion, edited . . . by Hunter Dickinson Farish, 
Williamsburg, 1957, p. 3. 

11 "Historical and Genealogical Notes," WMCQ, Series l, XIX, 145. 
12 "Corbin Family Genealogy," VMHB, XXIX, 526. 
is Edwin Adams Davis, Plantation Life in the Florida Parishes of Louisiana, 1836-

1846 as Reflected in the Diary of Bennet H. Barrow, New York, 1943, p. 220. 
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we find Hines Holt of Georgia writing to a kinsman in Alabama, "Mr. 
Blanchard is still with me pursuing his studies, but not on wages. He 
appears willing and even desirous to go on to Alabama and teach for some 
time longer .... He is a man of very few words, and deeply skilled in all 
the sciences taught in the colleges, and an agreeably quiet inmate of a 
family."14 

Newspaper advertisements were also used.15 The typical one was brief. 
It mentioned character, and frequently admonished that the person em
ployed should be "decent, sober, and discreet." Some indication was given 
as to the subjects the planter desired to have taught, and the advertisement 
closed giving the name of the prospective employer. John Tyler of "Green
way" departed from this pattern when he concluded his advertisement with 
the statement, "as to his politics they will not be objected to; but I should 
greatly prefer a sound Republican."16 But even with the help of friends, 
business agents, and newspapers the task was not always easy, and in the 
absence of a suitable person, the planter himself might undertake the 
instruction of his children. Richard Parkinson, in his Tour in America, tells 
of a Virginia planter whom he found so engaged.17 

Some tutors advertised their availability; ante-helium newspapers carry 
many illustrations of this.18 The announcement was usually brief and 
dignified, and followed in some respects the advertisements used by the 
planters. For example, the prospective teacher always listed the subjects 
which he was prepared to teach, and frequently added a note that letters of 
recommendation could be supplied. 

There were also tutors who applied in person, going from place to place 
in search of a suitable vacancy. John Davis, the English poet and seaman, 
seems always to have been a wanderer, and whether he was in South 
Carolina, Georgia, or Virginia he had no hesitancy in making known to the 
proper person that his services were available.19 A. DePuy Van Buren of 
Michigan was another who used this method. Van Buren had come South 
in search of health, and his Jottings of a Year's Sojourn in the South relates 

14 Hines. Holt to Bolling Hall, August 15, 1822. Ms. in the Alabama Department of 
Archives, as quoted by Ulrich Bonnell Phillips, Life and Labor in the Old South, Bos
ton, 1929, p. 360. 

111 For examples of these advertisements see Charles Lee Coon, ed., North Carolina 
Schools and Academies, 1790-1840, Raleigh, 1915, pp. 804-805, 807, 812, 816; WMCQ, 
Series 1, VI, 5-6; ibid., XII, 78-79, 83; ibid., XIII, 205. 

16 The Richmond Examiner, July 9, 1800, as quoted in WMCQ, Series 1, VI, 258. 
17 Richard Parkinson, Tour in America, London, 1805, II, 474, as quoted in Phillips, 

p. 361. 
18 Good examples of such advertisements can be found in Ulrich Bonnell Phillips, 

ed., Plantation and Frontier Documents: 1649-1863, Cleveland, 1909, II, 272-273. 
19 John Davis, Travels of Four Years and a Half in the United States of America 

During 1798, 1799, 1800, 1801, and 1802, New York, 1909, Chapters 2, 3, and 10. 
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his experiences in Mississippi as he went to various plantations in search of 
a position. 20 

Tutors and would-be-tutors had various reasons for coming to the South. 
Some were adventurers in search of new horizons; John Davis would seem 
to belong in this class. Some came in search of a mild climate and health, 
as did Van Buren. Some came in search of freedom and a new way of 
life; this category would include the indentured servants of whom John 
Harrower, whose diary was published in unabridged form two years ago, 
is the best known.21 

Another significant group was comprised of young men just out of 
college who desired a chance to replenish their finances before pursuing 
further study, sometimes law but more frequently the ministry. During 
the colonial period it was not unusual to have a young Oxford or Cam
bridge graduate, or perhaps a young Scotsman or a French Huguenot. 
Thomas Jefferson W ertenbaker refers to the practice of securing Scotsmen, 22 
and we know, for example, that William Byrd II employed one as tutor 
and librarian at "Westover."28 Some parents objected, for as William 
Beverley wrote, "they commonly teach the children the Scotch dialect 
which they can never wear off.''24 William Fitzhugh regarded himself as 
fortunate when, in 1690, he "came accidentally upon a French minister, a 
sober, learned and discreet Gentleman" whom he · promptly employed.25 

There is evidence that planters gave serious attention to the selection of 
a tutor. Always, there was the problem of evaluating the capabilities of a 
particular candidate. There were the letters of recommendation, and 
sometimes an interview which might resemble an examination. Henry S. 
McKean who was to teach the children of Thomas Butler King, the Georgia 
planter, offered letters written by President Josiah Quincy of Harvard and 
Justice Joseph Story of the Supreme Court.26 It is John Davis, however, 
who supplies us with an account of an interview. While seeking employ
ment in the family of a Carolina planter, Davis was questioned first about 

20 A. DePuy Van Buren, Jottings of a Year's Soioum in the South, Battle Creek, 
Michigan, 1859, Chapters 6, 8, 10, and 12. 

21 John Harrower, The Journal of John Harrower ... 1773-1776, edited ... by 
Edward Miles Riley, Williamsburg, 1963. A selection from this diary was first pub
lished under the title, "Diary of John Harrower, 1773-1776," in the American Historical 
Review, VI, 65-107. 

22 Thomas Jefferson Wertenbaker, The Old South, New York, 1942, pp. 31-32. 
2S "Letters of William Proctor," VMHB, X, 298, 300-301. 
24 "Historical and Genealogical Notes," WMCQ, Series 1, XIX, 145. 
25 Fairfax Harrison, "Brent Town, Ravensworth and the Huguenots in Stafford," 

Tyler's Quarterly Historical and Genealogical Magazine, V, 175. 
26 Josiah Quincy to Whom it May Concern, January 18, 1841; and Joseph Story to 

[Whom it May Concern], January 17, 1841. Mss. in the Thomas Butler King Papers, 
Southern Historical Collection, University of North Carolina Library. 
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his qualifications and then about his ability to keep order; following this 
there were questions about literature and the textbooks which he would 
use. A final question concerned his morals. 21 

As one might expect, the cost of employing a tutor varied. Where 
Thomas Greatbeach, in 1694, had felt that £5 per annum was sufficient to 
keep Mrs. Trotter;28 William Beverley, fifty years later, was paying £20 
a year for a Latin master from Scotland;29 while Devereux Jarratt, at ap
proximately the same time, was receiving from £ 7 to £15.30 Jacob Hall, 
who taught the five sons of General Thomas Nelson, was given £10 for 
the instruction of each boy with the privilege of taking four or five more 
students for additional pay; also included in his compensation were room, 
board, and a servant.31 Bennett Barrow in the years 1842 to 1846, paid his 
teacher $500.00,32 and in 1858 John Selden, owner of William Byrd's "West
over," employed two teachers, paying each $350.00 for ten months work.33 

Thomas Butler King's offer in 1845 was $450.00 for one year.34 

There were great differences in the social life of the various tutors, but, 
in general, they led a pleasant existence. Evidence indicates that they 
were treated with respect, even deference, and, as Wertenbaker adds, they 
were "provided with a comfortable bedroom, ate at the table with the 
family, accompanied them to church and to receptions and aided them in 
entertaining guests."35 Fithian, during his stay with the Carters, was 
received as a member of the family. He shared a room with one of the 
Carter sons, dined regularly with the family, was included when visitors 
were entertained, and invitations extended to the Carter household included 
him. These engagements were at times a source of discomfort to Fithian's 
puritan soul. He never surrendered himself to an evening of cards or 
dancing, yet he went faithfully with Mrs. Carter and the children to such 

27 John Davis, pp. 52-57. 
28 "Abstracts from the Records of the Court of Ordinary of the Province of South 

Carolina, 1692-1700," SCHGM, X, 17. 
29 "Historical and Genealogical Notes," WMCQ, Series 1, XIX, 145. 
so Devereux Jarratt, The Life of the Reverend Devereux Jarratt .•. , Baltimore, 

1806, pp. 30, 38, 45. 
al "Letter from Jacob Hall, Jr. to Mrs. Hannah Nice (written about 1775 or 1776)," 

WMCQ, Series l, XXII, 158-159. 
32 Edwin Davis, 416-419. One reading the Barrow diary feels that the gentleman 

must have been a careless individual. "My teacher, Mr. Hulburt," appears in the diary 
as Hulbert, Hurlbert, H. V. Hurlburt, and Hullbert. 

33 "The Westover Journal of John A. Selden, Esqr., 1858-1862," Smith College 
Studies in History (afterwards SCSH), XV, 274. 

34 Thomas Butler King to William S. Huggins, October 29, 1845. Ms. in the Thomas 
Butler King Papers, Southern Historical Collection, University of North Carolina Li
brary. 

81> Wertenbaker, p. 32. 
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affairs and made himself as comfortable as possible.36 John Peck, Fithian's 
successor at "Nomini Hall," found his association with the family so delight
ful that he married Anne Tasker Carter, the second daughter.37 

In Mississippi we find similar treatment, with the tutor even receiving 
the attention reserved for a guest or favorite friend. At "Burleigh," the 
Dabney home, a Miss Dyott, who for five years taught the young daughters, 
was escorted to the table by Mr. Dabney on occasions when company was 
entertained.38 The young men who taught in the family were regarded 
as sons, and when Charles Mayson, a favorite tutor, was married, Mr. 
Dabney and several of the children quite naturally attended the wedding.39 

Van Buren found his stay in Mississippi pleasant; in fact, he regarded 
his time spent in the South as a delightful and leisurely experience. His 
feelings are best summarized in his own words: 

After I had been in the South some over two months on expense, and when I 
began to consider myself as Walter-the-penniless on my friends' hospitality, 
without employment, I finally secured a situation as teacher; and on my speaking 
about commencing school, a Southern friend remarked, 'O, I wouldn't take in 
school yet, I would visit a couple of months or so longer!' 

Their clime is so genial, companionable and indulgent that I think a North
erner that goes there needs a sharper spur to prick the sides of his intent. Nature 
is unloosed of her stays there; she is not crowded for time; the word haste is not 
in her vocabulary.40 

Observations of the English traveler, Sir Charles Lyell, lend support to 
these sentiments. As he traveled through the South in 1845, he wrote: 
"the treatment in the southern states of governesses, who usually come from 
the North or from England, is very kind and considerate. They are placed 
on a much greater footing of equality with the family in which they live, 
than in England."41 

One might wonder about the coming of the war and its effect upon the 
relationship between the northern teacher and his employer. The John 
Selden family was quite unhappy to see their teacher, Miss Mary B. Rodney, 
leave in April 1861 to return to her home in Delaware, and Mr. Selden 
wrote in his diary: "we part ... with many regrets as we consider her not 
only the most accomplished lady we ever met, but the most agreeable 

86 Fithian, p. 57 and passim. 
37Ibid., p. 240, note No. 6. 
88 Susan Dabney Smedes, A Southern Planter, Social Life in the Old South, New 

York, 1900, pp. 119-120. 
89 Ibid., pp. 120, 138-139. 
40 Van Buren, p. 235. 
41 Sir Charles Lyell, A Second Visit to the United States of America, New York, 

1850, I, 223. 
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and charming .... " When hostilities prevented Miss Rodney's reaching 
home, she returned to "Westover" and resumed her teaching.42 

Tutors found widely varying facilities for their teaching. If the family 
was small-which was unlikely-instruction might be offered in the main 
house, but more frequently a small building adjacent to it was used. Colonel 
John Ashton, a Virginia planter, built his school as one wing of his resi
dence.48 At "Nomini Hall" Fithian and Peck had the use of an office near 
the great house for a schoolroom.44 John Harrower, in a letter to his wife, 
gives this description: "My school is a neate little House 20 foot Long and 
12 foot wide & it stands by itself at the end of an Avenue of planting about 
as far from the main house as Robt. Forbes's is from the burn, and there 
comes a bonny black bairn every morning to clean it out and make my bed 
for I sleep in it by myself."45 John Davis was not so fortunate. While 
teaching in Virginia for a planter whom he designated as Mr. Ball, Davis 
used a building which he describes in the following manner: "It had one 
room and a half. It stood on blocks about two feet and a half above the 
ground, where there was free access to the hogs, the dogs, and the poultry. 
lt had no ceiling, nor was the roof lathed or plastered; but covered with 
shingles. Hence when it rained . . . I moved . . . to the most comfortable 
corner. It had one window, but no glass, nor shutters."46 

The subjects taught reflect the emphasis placed upon literature and the 
classics. Letters, advertisements, diaries, and travel accounts show that 
the planter generally sought a tutor who could offer instruction in reading, 
writing, Latin, Greek, and mathematics; to this might be added geography, 
spelling, and French or some other language. The courses naturally varied 
according to the age and progress of the pupils.47 

The problem of discipline was discussed very little which leads me to 
assume that it was a matter of no real consequence. The fact that instruc
tion was given at home meant that a measure of obedience was exacted 
through cooperation of parents and teacher. Boys of the Carter household 
were completely in the hands of Fithian, and he exercised considerable 
control over the girls.48 In Colonel Daingerfield's family, John Harrower 
had wide authority for the rewarding and punishing of his charges. 49 This 

42 "The Westover Journal of John A. Selden, Esqr., 1858-1862," SCSH, XV, 313. 
48 Westmoreland County Records, 1665-1677, p. 324, as quoted in Bruce, l,.S29. 
44 Fithian, p. xxx. 
45 Harrower, pp. 56-57. 
46 John Davis, pp. 396-397. 
47 Newspaper advertisements afford an excellent source of information about the 

subjects taught. See footnote 15. For the range of subjects necessary to meet the 
demands of a family having children of widely scattered ages, see Fithian, pp. 25-27. 

48 Ibid., p. 38 and passtm. 
49 Harrower, p. 103. 
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completeness of the tutor's control is, in fact, one of the interesting aspects 
of the tutorial system. 

Tutors were human as a glance at their "extra-curricular" activities 
quickly reveals. Though overindulgence in strong drink was not a vice 
to be charged against the young men recommended by the good Dr. With
erspoon, there were other tutors who had this difficulty. A teacher with 
the Dabney family who was a cultured man and taught for them for nine 
years signed a temperance pledge to cure his love of drink, but this failed 
to help. 110 

John Harrower went on an occasional bender as this poem from his 
diary indicates. 

Both the last nights quite drunk was I, 
Pray God forgive me of the sin; 
But had I been in good company, 
Me in that case No man had seen.51 

Fishing was a favorite plantation sport. Bennet Barrow's diary con
tains numerous references to hunting and fishing parties in which the tutor 
participated,52 and even Fithian laid aside his Latin and Greek to induge 
in fishing expeditions. 53 

Dancing occupied a large place in the social life of most plantations, 
but as with strong drink, so with the dance, the conflict with conscience 
of the more puritan tutors was too great to permit the enjoyment of such 
frivolity. Horse racing was in the same category and must have disturbed 
some of the New England parents lest their sons be corrupted. Samuel 
Ripley wrote to assure his father that he had not been betting on the races 
and stated, ". . . Mr. Tayloe has left the turf entirely, and will train no 
more horses. He forsakes this amusement because his wife dislikes it and 
he fears his sons may grow fond of it."H 

The heart of a young New Englander was not always immune to the 
charms of a southern maid. As W ertenbaker notes, the tutor occasionally 
married the daughter of a neighboring planter or perhaps one of his own 
pupils. 115 James Somerville, in telling of a succession of teachers whom he 
employed, remembered one in particular-a gentleman of uncertain age 
named Abbott who was a reasonably successful teacher, but had a tender 

110 Smedes, pp. 120-121. 
111 Harrower, p. 130. 
112 Edwin Davis, p. 254 and passim. 
113 Fithian, p. 75. 
II~ James Bradley Thayer, Rev. Samuel Ripley of Walthan, Cambridge, 1897, pp. 

18-19. 
1111 Wertenbaker, p. 32. 
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and susceptible heart. Poor Abbott had a succession of unrequited love 
affairs with several of the Somerville daughters. He often walked through 
the woods, and his favorte spot for resting was a rock overlooking the river. 
One day Somerville saw him perched there and yielding to the muse 
composed the following lines: 

Abbott, beware! 
No longer dare 
To tempt the dangerous flood 
I thought my friend 
His life would end 
On the rock where lovers wooed.116 

In time Abbott heard these lines and shortly thereafter took leave of the 
family to go his way to other fields of love and teaching. 

Most of the tutors engaged in more prosaic diversions. Albert Morse, 
teacher in a Lutheran family of Lexington District, South Carolina, must 
have been typical of many who spent their leisure hours in study, but 
found that this could become tiresome. In a letter to his mentor, Dr. James 
H. Thornwell, he wrote," ... I am oblidged to read even more than I wish, 
just to kill the time as there is ... no possible diversion to be found here."117 

His greatest treat was the opportunity to spend each Saturday in Columbia, 
for, as he explained, ". . . this helps in no small degree to make the time 
pass pleasantly."118 

No paper on the tutors would be complete without a few detailed 
sketches. In any list Philip Vickers Fithian would, perhaps, be first. He 
is significant for several reasons, yet he would be important if for no other 
than his connection with the Carter family. He also represented the best 
that Princeton had to offer, and his teaching was never neglected for any 
outside activity. During free hours he studied diligently, preparing for 
his examination before the presbytery which would admit him to the minis
try. Though Fithian had no interest in society, he admired many aspects 
of southern life and developed a genuine fondness for members of the 
Carter household.119 

John Harrower was a contemporary of Fithian, yet two men engaged in 
the same occupation could hardly have been more dissimilar. In contrast 
to the youthful ministerial student, Harrower was a married man with sev-

116 Robert Reid Howison, "Fredericksburg, Her People and Character," WMCQ, 
Series 2, II, 230-231. 

117 Albert A. Morse to Dr. James H. Thornwell, July 29, 1845. Ms. in the James 
H. Thornwell Papers, South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina. 

11s Ibid. 
GB Fithian, pp. xxv-xxxii. 
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eral children. 60 He was a Shetlander who had come as an indentured 
servant, hoping by his work to earn passage for his wife and family. Of his 
education we know little except that he wrote a good hand and had 
apparently received some schooling. His diary shows that he was frugal 
and industrious, and that Colonel Daingerfield held him in high regard. I 
am also sure that he was a practical man, as I am equally certain that 
Fithian was not, for when an overseer left "Belvidera" in a fit of anger, 
Harrower dismissed his pupils and assumed management of the plantation 
for a few days.61 Harrower was a social person. He had no money to 
bet on the races, yet he attended and enjoyed them; also, he enjoyed com
pany, for he tells of a party with friends at which they played whist, danced, 
and " ... drank one bottle of rum in time."62 

Harrower's charges were three young boys who, at the time he joined 
the family, ranged in age from four to ten years, and his assignment, as 
he expressed it, was "to teach them to read write and figure." The Dain
gerfields allowed him the privilege of enrolling children from neighboring 
plantations as a means of obtaining an income. Among the children he 
taught was the fourteen-year-old, deaf-mute son of Samuel Edge. What 
method of instruction he used is not known, but it met with some success 
and John Edge is generally regarded as the first person so handicapped to 
receive instruction in America.63 

The Reverend Devereux Jarratt was a tutor completely different from 
either Fithian or Harrower, yet he gained quite a reputation in Virginia 
and North Carolina. He was born of middle class parents and reared in 
an atmosphere of little learning. His formal schooling was limited, yet 
with determination he began to teach himself and, by dint of hard work, 
came to be regarded as a good student-at least by his friends. Jarrett 
taught for five different families in Virginia and North Carolina, the 
wealthiest and most aristocratic of them being the Cannons.64 

John Davis, the English poet and sailor, represents another distinct 
type. Of all tutors in the Old South none attracts one's fancy nor fires 
one's imagination more than this unpredictable Englishman.65 He was 
a talented man, not adapted to the regular routine of teaching, and life, 
to him, meant freedom to study, freedom to travel, and freedom from 
responsibility. 

80 Harrower, pp. xill-xxi. 
61 Ibid., pp. 84-85. 
82 Ibid., p. 120. 
83 Ibid., pp. xviii, 42, 47, 54-55, 72. 
84 Jarratt, pp. 19, 21, 23-55. 
85 Davis was inclined to give his imagination free reign, and his account, therefore, 
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This story is told only in part. The counterparts of those mentioned 
existed on many plantations. Samuel Ripley, Harvard graduate and, 
for three years, a devoted member of the John Tayloe household, returned 
to New England to enter the ministry as did Fithian a generation earlier. 
Young men who were later to be lawyers and politicians found that a 
year or two as a teacher offered them a chance to get a start. William 
H. Seward left college at seventeen to spend six months in Georgia as a 
teacher on a plantation.66 Seargent Prentiss, a native of Maine, but better 
known as a Mississippi Whig, secured his start at "Rokeby," the home of 
Mrs. Shields, the widow of Judge William B. Shields.67 Use of the late 
judge's extensive library enabled him to prepare for his future career. 
And young Henry S. McKean, Harvard alumnus and tutor for the Thomas 
Butler King family, resigned to become librarian of the Mercantile Library 
Association of New York.68 

Not all of the tutors came from abroad or from New England as this 
paper might lead one to believe. Henry Timrod taught for approximately 
ten years and during part of that time was privately employed by 
families. His students remembered him as a learned man, devoted to 
the classics, but quite absent minded and unable to maintain order.69 

He must have realized his shortcomings for in a letter to his sister he 
wrote, "To tell the plain truth . . . I was not born to be a teacher. . . . If 
I could fling up the situation honorably, I would do so at once. . . ."70 

"Little Ellick" Stephens must surely have found his task more rewarding 
because it was he who taught the two bright LeConte boys, John and 
Joseph.71 

The tutor and his pupils represent one small segment of American 
educational history. For more than 150 years the more prosperous 
families in the ante-bellum South used this means of educating their 
children, yet the system was eventually to pass from the scene. Jack
sonian democracy and the rise of the common man brought an interest 
in the development of public schools. But more important were other 

66 William Henry Seward, Autobiography from 1801 to 1834, New York, 1891, pp. 
39-43. 

67 Dallas C. Dickey, Seargent S. Prentiss, Whig Orator of the Old South, Baton 
Rouge, 1945, pp. 38-44. 

68 Henry S. McKeen to Thomas Butler King, June 2, 1842. Ms. in the Thomas 
Butler King Paper, Southern Historical Collection, University of North Carolina Library. 

69 George Armstrong Wauchope, Henry Timrod: Man and Poet, Columbia, S. C., 
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10 Henry Timrod to Emily Timrod Goodwin, May 8, 1860. Ms. in the Henry 
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71 "John Le Conte," Dictionary of American Biography, New York, 1933, XI, 88; 
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changes. Slavery and with it the large plantation system were to vanish 
with the Civil War. Population density increased, and areas once isolated 
could be more easily reached by roads and rail lines. The private teacher 
did not disappear after 1865, but by that date his period of greatest 
popularity and usefulness had ended. 
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