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THE TWENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING 

The twenty-eighth annual meeting of the South Carolina 
Historical Association was held Saturday, April 12, at the 
University of South Carolina in Columbia. Sixty members 
and a number of guests attended. 

The morning session followed an informal coffee hour at 
the Russell House. Papers were read by W. Ernest Douglas 
( "Retreat from Conservatism : 'The Old Lady of Broad 
Street' Embraces Jim Crow") and Mildred Chafee Beckwith 
( "Catherine Macaulay: Eighteenth Century Rebel"). Discus
sion leaders were Bernard L. Poole and David Ogg. 

At the noon luncheon and business session the Treasurer's 
report was heard and accepted. A motion was offered and 
passed to provide Coker College with twenty reprints of the 
1957 Proceedings at a price of $1.25 each. The Secretary re
quested and was granted permission to give books received 
during the year to the South Carolina Historical Society 
Library. The President announced that the 1959 meeting of 
the Association would be held in Charleston with The Citadel 
as the host institution. 

Officers for 1959 were nominated and elected, as follows : 

President: Anne King Gregorie 

Vice President: E. M. Lander 

Secretary-Treasurer: R. S. Lambert 

Executive Committee Member: Mildred C. Beckwith 

Two papers were read at the afternoon session. These were 
by C. Waldron Bolen ("Hitler's Living-Space Concept") and 
Charles R. Halstead ("The Unusual Neutral: Franco Spain 
During the Second World War"). Robert H. Wienefeld dis
cussed Mr. Bolen's paper. 

The Association banquet was held at 7 :00 p. m. in the 
Russell House. R. Bruce Wernham, of Oxford University, 
England, was the main speaker. His interesting and eloquent 
address dealt with the significance of the human factor in 
studies of historical causation. Professer Wernham and 
Professor David Ogg, also of Oxford, have been visiting pro
fessors at the University of South Carolina. 



RETREAT FROM CONSERVATISM: 

THE OLD LADY OF BROAD STREET 
EMBRACES JIM CROW 

W. ERNEST DOUGLAS 

In 1883 the United States Supreme Court declared uncon
stitutional the federal Civil Rights Act of 1875 which had 
penalized persons or corporations for racial discrimination 
in public conveyances, inns, and places of public amusement.1 

This action quickly led to agitation in South Carolina to re
peal the state's Civil Rights law. Yet, not until six years 
later, when the agrarian radicals led by "Pitchfork Ben" 
Tillman had control of the legislature, was the state law 
removed from the statute books.2 With this legal obstacle 
eliminated, a rash of Jim Crow bills aimed at achieving ra
cial segregation in railroad coaches began to appear in the 
Tillman-dominated legislatures of the 1890's. 

This study will be concerned with the reaction of the 
Charleston News and Courier to this legislation. At the very 
start it should be noted that the newspaper opposed these 
measures for over a decade with the exception of two short
lived aberrations. It did not become a defender of train 
segregation until the early years of the twentieth century. 
Edited by Major James C. Hemphill, a native South Caro
linian, the paper was probably the most conservative, and 
certainly the most distinguished journal in the state. Why, 
then, did it fight proposals to separate the races on railway 
lines? Generally speaking, the most ardent advocates .of legal 
segregation were supporters of Tillman. No doubt a portion 
of the News and C011,rier's opposition to the Jim Crow prin
ciple can be attributed to political and philosophical conflict 
with the Tillman Movement, but more important was its 
concern for the welfare of South Carolina railroads. 

Even in the brief periods during 1889 and 1890, when the 
newspaper supported Jim Crow legislation pending in the 
General Assembly, the role of the railroads in shaping edi
torial policy was clear. The 1889 session of the Assembly wit
nessed the first appearance of separate car legislation. The 
News and Courier stamped its approval on the proposed law. 
"The rule should be equal accommodations for equal money, 

'Civil Rights Cases, 109 U.S. 3 (1883). 
• Acts and Joint Resolutions of the General Assembly of the State of South 

Carolina ( 1889), 362. 
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and separate cars for whites and blacks," it asserted.3 With
in a month, however, the editor lost his enthusiasm for Jim 
Crow cars. He observed that the legislature's refusal to pass 
a separate car bill, taken in conjunction with the repeal of 
the state Civil Rights law, showed a determination to allow 
the railroad companies to settle such matters in the manner 
"most consistant with their own interest."4 

Events of the following year proved even more revealing. 
Soon after the legislature convened Coleman L. Blease of 
Newberry introduced a railroad Jim Crow bill. 5 The News 
and Courier stated that the bill was not intended to discrim
inate against the colored people, but rather to require rail
roads to furnish separate but equal accommodations for 
whites and Negroes. This arrangement, it said, would pre
vent discrimination; no one wanted "the 'Jim Crow Car' 
system in South Carolina."6 The contention that the bill was 
not a Jim Crow measure was quickly abandoned. A few days 
later Hemphill declared, "What is wanted in South Carolina 
is not so much separate cars for blacks and whites as good 
order and decent behavior on the trains." However, he dis
avowed any inference that disorderly conduct was the rule. 
If means of suppressing the occasional disorder were pro
vided, he said, there would be no need for separate cars. 7 

When another segregation bill appeared in the legislature 
in 1891, Hemphill, further reflecting the railroad point of 
view, commented, "The General Assembly killed the Jim 
Crow car bill, which would have imposed a heavy tax upon 
the railroads and made a useless discrimination against the 
colored people."8 

The News and Courier's concern for railroad management 
again became apparent when the 1896 General Assembly al
lowed a Jim Crow car bill to pass the House of Representa
tives. Reviewing the activity of the legislature upon its 
adjournment, the paper asserted, "The House ... passed 
every measure introduced for the purpose of destroying and 
hampering the railroad interests of the State, but only a few 
of them passed through the Senate .... " 9 

• Charleston News and Courier, November 28, 1889. Hereafter referred to 
as News and Courier. 

'Ibid., December 25, 1889. 
8 Journal of the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the 

State of South Carolina (1890), 90. 
• News and Courier, December 6, 1890. 
• Ibid., December 9, 1890. 
• Ibid., December 25, 1891. 
• Ibid., March 10, 1896. 
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Those persons who advocated legal segregation in South 
Carolina faced the possibility that the federal courts would 
void their legislation because it conflicted with provisions 
of the Fourteenth Amendment. The task of the segregation
ists was faciliated, therefore, when, in 1896, the Supreme 
Court handed down its "separate but equal" ruling in the 
Plessy v. Ferguson case, a decision which unlocked the door 
of the Jim Crow railroad car with a constitutional key. 10 

The News and Courier greeted the verdict with a Fitzhugh
esque observation that it strikingly exhibited "the Humbug
gery of the Declaration of Independence and constitutional 
amendments about the essential equality of all human beings 
in this land of liberty." 11 With obvious pleasure, Hemphill 
threw back into the faces of Northern critics of the South 
the ringing words "liberty" and "equality". Plessy v. Fer
guson had vindicated the South. 

As the world awaited the new century of democratic prom
ise, the forces seeking to impose Jim C1;ow -laws on South 
Carolina were slowly but no less effectively increasing their 
strength. In the face of this growing threat, the News and 
Courier expanded and intensified its anti-Jim Crow argu
ments. When, in 1897, still another separate car bill appeared, 
the Charleston paper met the attack with an elaborate de
fence of the status quo. It maintained that the railroad com
panies could not afford to supply and run two cars where 
one would be sufficient, and that the bill would increase the 
troubles of the already overburdened railroads. The common 
sense arrangement was to provide first-class cars for first
class passengers of both races, and second-class cars for the 
other travelers. "We have got on in this State for thirty years 
without a Jim Crow car, and have not missed it," the paper 
pointed out. Every city in the state had integrated street 
cars and no one was any the worse for the contact. "In our 
experience of railroad travel in the State," said the editorial 
writer, "no colored passenger has ever made himself offensive 
in any degree or way to his fellow passengers ... In our view 
the Jim Crow car bill is unnecessary and uncalled for, and 
should be killed."12 

But the News and Courier was, in truth, playing the rail
road burden theme for the last time. Since supporters of 
segregated travel were not noticeably sympathetic to the 

10 163 u. s. 537 (1896). 
11 News and Courier, May 20, 1896. 
12 Ibid., February 25, 1897. 
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railroad interests, other anti-Jim Crow arguments had to be 
found. Consequently in 1898, when a segregation bill cropped 
up in the House, Major Hemphill resorted to the 1·eductio ad 
absurdum argument: 

No session of the Legislature ( he wrote) can be re
garded as complete, of course, without the introduction 
of the familiar Jim Crow car bill, and one has been in
troduced at this session accordingly. 

If it is really intended to pass the bill, however, we 
respectfully submit to its promoters and supporters that 
it does not go nearly far enough. 

If there are to be Jim Crow cars ... there should be 
Jim Crow waiting saloons . . . and Jim Crow eating 
houses ... and the "accommodations" in these places, 
too, should be "equal and the same for both races," as is 
provided in the case of the cars . . . There should be a 
Jim Crow section in the Jury box, ... and a Jim Crow 
Bible for colored witnesses to kiss ... There should be a 
Jim Crow "department" for making (tax) returns and 
paying for the privileges and blessings of citizenship. 

Why not save ourselves all future ingenuity and elab
oration on this line by establishing two or three Jim 
Crow counties at once ... with an honorable understand
ing that each race should "shinny on its own side" of the 
line strictly, hereafter'?13 

Unfortunately for Hemphill, the legislators did not properly 
appreciate his literary skill, and Jim Crow scored its first 
legal victory in South Carolina since repeal of the state Civil 
Rights law in 1889. The bill was altered to allow either sepa
rate cars, or coaches to separated by "a substantial parti
tion" in fulfillment of the segregation requirement.a This 
change countered the argument that the bill wonld impose 
considerable extra expenses on railroad companies. 

Within two years, however, the law was amended to re
quire completely separate first-class coaches for the two 
races.16 Significantly, the News and Courier was not per
turbed by the two car requirement and its effect on the rail
roads. Equally important was its restrained reaction to the 
tightening coils of segregation. An editorial in 1900 com
mented, "It would seem that the adoption of this law should 

'" Ibid., January 25, 1898. 
"Acts and Joint Resolutions (1898), 777-78. 
' " Ibid. (1900), 457-59. 
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set the much mooted question as to how to transport the two 
races at rest." At the same time, the paper rather expected 
the next session of the legislature to amend the amendment. 16 

In this editorial, opposition to Jim Crow was replaced by 
condescending toleration. 

During the early years of the twentieth century, the News 
and Courier substantially changed its attitude toward legis
lative regulation of transportation. This was revealed in two 
different circumstances. Under the existing Jim Crow sta
tute, railroads of less than forty miles were exempted from 
the law's requirements. In 1903 a new act brought the short 
lines into the fold. 17 The News and Courier editorially ig
nored the action, but its Columbia correspondent, August 
Kohn, wrote an interpretative news story which declared, 
"There was no legislation enacted that might be regarded as 
hostile to the corporate or industrial interests of the State."18 

A decade earlier, when his paper was fighting train segrega
tion, Kohn had considered Jim Crow bills detrimental to the 
railroads. 19 Kohn's 1903 dispatch, then, would indicate an 
attitude of indifference, if not acquiescense, toward Jim 
Crow legislation. 

The distance between tacit approval and explicit support, 
in fact, proved very short. Most of it was covered the next 
year when, contrary to all precedent, the Senate witnessed 
the sponsorship of a Jim Crow measure. And it was none 
other than the senator from Charleston County, George F. 
Von Kolnitz, who presented the bill which would place steam 
ferries under the mantle of the state's segregated transporta
tion law.20 Earlier in his career during service in the House, 
Von Kolnitz had opposed segregation proposals. 21 The News 
and Courier did not object to this measure; on the contrary, 
the paper termed it "an Important Bill."22 

In the past the News and Cmirier had offered two main 
reasons for opposing Jim Crow laws. One was the burden on 
the railroads argument which, as we have seen, was aban
doned after 1897. The paper's second objection was that the 

10 News and Courier, February 20, 1900. 
11 Acts and Joint Resolutions (1903), 84. 
1 • News and Courier, February 23, 1903, 2. 
1 • Ibid., December 3, 1892, 2. 
•• Journal of the Senate of the General Assembly of the State of South Caro

lina (1904), 207. 
"House Journal (1890), p. 376. This was the only roll call vote in which 

Von Kolnitz took part that could be found in the House Journals of the period. 
22 News and Courier, January 28, 1904, 2. 
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laws would affront the colored people, particularly since 
their behavior did not warrant any separation of the races 
on trains. As the paper drew closer to advocacy of the Jim 
Crow principle, it not only abandoned but specifically and 
strongly repudiated the latter argument. With the destruc
tion of the rationale for integrated cars, it was a simple 
matter to embrace segregation. When a Negro newspaper 
published in Georgetown complained that objectionable 
whites had frequently come into the colored coaches to smoke 
and drink, and consequently argued that Jim Crow laws 
should be enforced both ways, the News and Courier readily 
agreed. An editorial of January 1905 commented that drunk
en and disorderly white men sometimes made the white 
coaches more unpleasant than had Negroes before the races 
were separated. However the paper hastily added, "we do 
not mean to say that there is as much disorder in the white 
coaches now as there was when negroes were admitted to 
them. We remember that frequently during the Christmas 
holidays and circus days ruffianly negroes made travel dis
agreeable and even dangerous to ladies."23 A comparison be
tween this assertion of Major Hemphill and two of his earlier 
editorial views on the same subject is illuminating. "In our 
experience of railway travel in the State" he declared in 
February, 1897, "no colored passenger has ever made himself 
offensive in any degree or way to his fellow passengers .... "24 

Similarly, in 1898 he wrote that there was "no evidence any
where that anybody had suffered material annoyance or in
convenience" because of integrated cars.25 

Equally to the point was the News and Courier's reaction 
to the statement of Negro bishop Wesley J. Gaines to the 
effect that although his race had to submit to the humiliation 
of Jim Crow cars, the situation should not be a cause of dis
couragement among Negroes. "What ... 'humiliation'?" 
asked the paper. "How can they regard the law keeping them
selves to themselves ... as contributing anything to their 
humiliation ?"26 Again Hemphill was being forgetful. In an 
1897 editorial dealing with a Jim Crow car bill he had stated 
that "it imposes a needless affront ... on colored people."27 

•• Ibid., January 27, 1905 . 
.. Ibid., February 25, 1897. 
2 • Ibid., February 17, 1898. 
•• Ibid., August 2, 1906. 
•• Ibid., February 25, 1897. 
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On still another occasion he remarked, "The General As
sembly killed the Jim Crow car bill, which would have ... 
made a useless discrimination against the colored people."28 

An incident which occurred in 1906 revealed clearly the 
new position of the News and Courier on train segregation. 
In the summer of that year a colored bishop and his wife 
purchased Pullman tickets in Nash ville, Tenn. for a trip to 
Chicago. When the train made a scheduled stop in Kentucky, 
local police ordered the Negroes out of the sleeping car. Once 
beyond the Kentucky state line, however, they were invited 
back into the car. Though admitting the occurrence unfor
tunate, the News and Courier maintained that "the solution 
of the whole question would be easy if it were possible to 
provide accommodations for colored passengers on the Pull
man sleepers as separate accommodations are provided for 
them in the day coaches."29 Ironically, an arrangement which 
the newspaper had opposed for many years was now held up 
as one to be emulated. 

Having observed, albeit briefly, the News and Courier's 
shift to the side of the segregationists, we may now examine 
some of the factors that underlay this development. Since 
the early anti-Jim Crow views of the paper were strongly in
fluenced by railroad opposition, is there reason to believe the 
railroads themselves ceased their resistance to the proposed 
laws? The answer is yes. To be sure the railroads did not 
actively champion segregation measures after 1898, but they 
apparently decided, for the sake of expediency, to bow before 
public opinion. A protest against segregation by Florida 
Negroes in 1887 brought a reply from a railroad official that 
the policy had been shaped to suit the "crackers", because 
the line ran through their ai·ea.30 In all probability, the same 
condition existed in South Carolina and led to the same re
sult. Another indication that the railroads were no longer 
fighting Jim Crow legislation was an interview with a train 
conductor in the fall of 1898. Noting that Negroes usually 
preferred riding in the unsegregated second-class coaches 
rather than in the partitioned first-class cars, he suggested 
elimination of second-class cars and the provision of separate 
coaches for each race as the solution of the problem.31 Even
tually this course was followed. 

•• Ibid., December 25, 1891. 
•• Ibid., August 27, 1906. 
8° C. Vann Woodward, The Strange Career of Jim Crow (New York, 1955), 

31. 
81 News and Courier, October 11, 1898. 
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There are, however, other factors worth considering. For 
example, a rnther striking parallel exists between the News 
and Couri.ers desertion of its anti-segregation position and 
its growing support of Senator Ben Tillman. Generally 
speaking, the two deviations took place at the same time. 
The pork-barrel was one reason for the paper's acceptance 
of Tillman, for the senator secured two highly important 
appropriations for Charleston.32 In addition, Tillman led 
the fight in the Senate against the appointment of Dr. Wil
liam D. Crum, a Negro, as customs collector at Charleston. 
The News and Couri.er recognized and applauded the efforts 
of Tillman on behalf of the City by the Sea. Since "Pitchfork 
Ben" had moved away from political radicalism, the news
paper, for its part, may have selected segregation as the 
vehicle for reaching that proverbial half-way point where 
meetings reputedly take place. 

Events north of the Potomac were also capable of exerting 
an influence in Charleston. Since at this time there was a 
growing Northern willingness to allow the South a free hand 
in its dealings with the Negro, the News and Courier worried 
less about the future of the Palmetto State. "We are con
vinced," it asserted, "that the white people of the United 
States will never be widely divided again in regard to the 
Negro-and the South may breathe easier."33 The abandon
ing of the colored race to its Southern friends was under
written by a series of Supreme Court decisions that jerked 
the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments out from under 
the Negro left him clinging desperately to the Thirteenth. 
These developments were hardly calculated to stiffen the 
resistance of a Southern newspaper to Jim Crow legislation. 

The title of this paper asserts that the News and Courier 
retreated from a conservative racial policy. On the Jim Crow 
issue, Hemphill carried his journal into the camp of the up
country agrarian radicals. Was this because the editor lacked 
the outlook of the true conservative in matters of race. The 
fact that Hemphill avidly championed the disfranchisement 
of the Negro in 1895, when Wade Hampton was opposing this 
action, is interesting, though not conclusive. If Hemphill's 
natural predilections were toward segregation, this would 
help explain the enthusiasm of the News and Courier for Jim 
Crow cars after the railroads bowed 011t of the picture. It 

•• Francis Butler Simkins, Pitchfork Ben Tillman: South Carolinian (Baton 
Rouge, 1944), 364-70. 

•• News and Courier, September 27, 1906. 
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might also explain the two editodal aberrations that oc
curred early in the fight against separate cars. 

Despite the above considerations, railroad acquiescence 
was probably the basic reason for the newspaper's change in 
policy. The railroads were primarily responsiule for the 
paper's anti-Jim Crow stand, and their retirement from the 
fray enabled the News and Coiirier to join the ranks of its 
erstwhile foes. 



CATHARINE MACAULAY: EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY 
REBEL 

MILDRED C. BECKWITH 

The most widely known woman in England in the second 
half of the eighteenth century, save the Queen, was Catharine 
Sawbridge Macaulay. Her name was on tip-of-tongue among 
the literati of two continents. Americans eagerly embraced 
her political concepts, while the French liberals roundly 
applauded her demand for equal liberties; a few British 
praised, more of them lifted their eyebrows, but a majority 
of her countrymen were scandalized by her ideas. For a time 
they practised a questionable restraint; then when circum
stances in her personal life provided the opportunity, their 
criticism was ruthless. It was startling to them that a woman 
should write history, a :field reserved for the "masculine 
mind," but it was shocking that she constantly criticized 
monarchal government and seized every opportunity to 
praise the republican form. Mrs. Macaulay's venture into the 
realm of historical writing caused her instantly to be recog
nized as "the historian in petticoats;" when she also pub
lished her political views in pamphlet form, her contempo
raries more commonly identified her as "the celebrated Mrs. 
Macaulay." And writers on eighteenth-century literature and 
politics since that time not infrequently state that she was 
a "red" republican. A careful study of her life and works 
reveals a resolute woman to whom, in varying degrees, each 
of these appellations is applicable. Mrs. Macaulay does hold 
the unique position of being the :first woman to produce a 
broad historical study, but the greater part of the notoriety 
which she has achieved must be credited to her enunciation 
of republican ideas. 

A brief glance at her background makes her a more under
standable :figure. Catharine Sawbridge was born in Wye, 
County of Kent, at Ollantigh the family seat, on March 23, 
1731.1 Her grandfather, Jacob Sawbridge, a member of the 
ill-fated South Sea Company, had purchased the manor a 
quarter of a century before her birth. The family's commer
cial interests had been increased when her father, John Saw
bridge, married the daughter of a London banker, heiress to 
more than thirty thousand pounds.2 Hence the Sawbridge 

1 MS Church records of St. Michael and St. Martin, Wye, Kent. 
2 Mary Hays, Female Biography; or Memoirs of Illustrious and Celebrated 

Women of All Ages and Countries, V (London, 1803), 287. 
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family had economic roots in England's steadily rising com
merce, a fact worth remembering in this instance when it is 
recalled that the commercial element was inclined to more 
liberal political views than those whose income came entirely 
from the land. 

Because of her mother's early death3 and her father's fre
quent absences from home to attend to business in London, 
Catharine Sawbridge had many hours without close parental 
supervision. Her naturally inquisitive mind was free to 
wander, and she soon began to browse in her father's ext~n
sive library.4 History, which held a peculiar fascination for 
her, is described in her first published work to have been 
"the delight" of her youth; she further recognized her own 
aptitude when, in reference to her study of Greek and Roman 
history, she states that "it operated on my inclinations in 
the strongest manner .... " 6 Through her self-acquired knowl
edge of the ancient world, she gained an admiration for 
republican government which became the passion of her 
adult life. It is not surprising, therefore, that in her mid
twenties she impressed guests at a Canterbury assembly as 
a "learned lady," in contrast to the other members of her 
sex who were present.6 

Although an attractive young woman, she did not marry 
until the late age of twenty-nine, when she married Dr. 
George Macaulay,7 London physician of Scottish descent. 
Dr. Macaulay was well acquainted with some of London's 
leading literary figures; he also is known to have had friends 
who held liberal political views. 8 These associations imme
diately placed his wife in a mentally stimulating atmos
phere, and three years after their marriage Mrs. Macaulay 
published the first volume of her magnum opus: The History 
of England from the Accession of James I to the Elevation 
of the House of Hanover. Four more volumes of this work 
came from the press in the next seven years. 

• Ibid. 
'Ibid., 289. 
• Catharine Macaulay, The History of England from the Accession of James 

I to the Elevation of the House of Hanover, I, Introduction, vii. Beginning 
with Vol. VI the title of the work changes to The History of England from 
the Accession of James I to the Revolution (London, 1763-1783). Hereafter 
cited as History of England. 

• Montague Pennington, ed., Memoirs of the Life of Mrs. Elizabeth Carter, 
II (London, 1808), 260. 

7 MS Church records of St. Michael and St. Martin, op cit. 
• MS Thomas Ho!Hs, Diary Manuscript, unpaged. 
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Meanwhile, Dr. Macaulay had lived only six years after 
their marriage,° and his widow and infant daughter had 
moved from St. James's Place, in the shadow of St. James's 
Palace, to a newer section of London, off Oxford Road, where 
Mrs. Macaulay's salon became well known for the discussion 
of unorthodox political views.10 David Hume, contemporary 
historian and philosopher, with tongue-in-cheek expressed 
the attitude of Whig and Tory alike when he referred to these 
gatherings as "the Sanhedrin at Macaulay's."11 At the same 
time that Mrs. Macaulay's views became familiar to a limited 
few through her salon, she revealed her republicanism to the 
public through her first political pamphlet; also, she gave 
her support to the radical political reforms demanded by 
the organization known as "The Society for the Support of 
the Bill of Rights." Her brother, John Sawbridge, later to 
be Lord Mayor of London, was a charter member of this so
ciety,12 and it was through his association with the organiza
tion that she became acquainted with one of its members, 
Dr. Thomas Wilson, 13 for many years a prebendary of West
minster and later non-resident rector of St. Stephens of 
Walbrook in London. 

In the early 1770's Mrs. Macaulay changed her residence 
to Bath, England's most fashionable health resort. Dr. Wil
son had also taken up residence in Bath, where their friend
ship was renewed.14 Two years later he invited Mrs. Macau
lay and her young daughter, Catharine Sophia, to share his 
home, Alfred House, at least in part that Mrs. Macaulay 
might make full use of his extensive library in her writing. 
Dr. Wilson greatly admired her political beliefs and her 
talent for writing, 1 ~ and he found unusual ways to honor 
her abilities. One of the most publicized and criticized honors 
which he bestowed upon her her when she was at the peak 
of her literary success, was an elaborate birthday entertain
ment, at which Mrs. Macaulay sat on a dais while verse 
makers recited original stanzas of excessive praise to honor 

• The Gentleman's Magazine, XXXVI (1766), 439. 
10 Thomas Belsham, ed., Memoirs of the Late Reverend Theophilus Lindsey 

(London, 1820), 391. Thomas Hollis to Theophilus Lindsey. 
11 J. Y. T. Greig, ed., The Letters of David Hume, II (Oxford, 1932), 199. 

David Hume to William Pobertson, March 28, 1769. 
12 Horace Bleackley, Life of John Wilkes (London, 1917), 241. 
1 • Hays, op. cit., p. 304. 
"Augustus Toplady, The Works of Augustus Toplady, VI (London, 1825), 

181. 
1 • John Wilkes, The Correspondence of the Late John Wilkes and his 

Friends, V (London, 1805), 28. John Wilkes to Mr. Petrie, October I, 1776. 
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her as an historian and a lover of liberty ;16 even more un
usual, in the same year Dr. Wilson had a marble figure, 
representing her as the muse of history, placed in his London 
church. ( Indignant vestrymen soon took steps toward its 
removal.) 17 These honors, and others less widely criticized, 
are reflected in the succinct comment of George Otto Trevel
yan when he states that Mrs. Macaulay was " ... adulated 
by many foolish people in exceedingly foolish ways."18 

In the wake of this unusual publicity, much of it of an 
uncomplimentary nature, Mrs. Macaulay, then forty-eight 
years of age, left Bath to marry Mr. William Graham, a 
young man of twenty-one. 19 'l'his step brought even more un
fortunate criticism. The public, always critical, now used 
the circumstance of her marriage to a young man of lower 
social standing as an excuse to vent much that it had with
held in disapprobation of her political ideas. Comments in 
current magazines and contemporary letters were seldom 
charitable; most of them were quite ont of bounds, frequent
ly in the nature of very personal remarks on her marriage. 
But Mrs. Macaulay Graham, as she now styled herself, living 
a quieter life away from the scenes of her greatest social and 
literary success, stoically paid little visible heed to the clam
or. She returned to her writing which her residence in Bath 
with its many social activities, and also a visit to Paris, had 
pushed into the background. In rapid succession the three 
final volumes of her history of the Stuart period now came 
from the press. As the l~st of these was published, the treaty 
of peace between England and the United States was signed, 
and Mrs. Macaulay Graham found it possible to visit a land 
where her republican ideals actually were in operation.20 

After one year ( 1784-85) in America the Grahams re
turned to Europe,21 where Mrs. Macaulay Graham hoped 
that the warm climate of southern France might be beneficial 
to her health.22 But their sojourn there was relatively brief; 

'"Six Odes Presented to That Justly-Celebrated Historian, Mrs. Catharine 
Macaulay, on her Birthday, and Publicly Read to a Polite and Brilliant Au
dience, Assemblied April the Second at Alfred House, to Congratulate that 
Lady on the Happy Occasion (Bath, 1777). 

11 MS Church records of St. Stephens of Walbrook. 
18 George Otto Trevelyn, The American Revolution, III (New York, 1903), 

253. 
10 MS Church records of All Saints, Leicester, England. 
2 • The Gentleman's Magazine, LIV (1784), 378. 
21 The Independent Journal: or the General Advertiser (New York), July 

20, 1785. 
•• MS Catherine Macaulay to Mercy Warren, July 15, 1785. 
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they soon returned to England, where they eventually took 
up residence in Binfield on the edge of Windsor Forest.28 
Here Mrs. Macaulay Graham died in 1791, at the age of sixty 
years,24 only a few months after the publication of her last 
political pamphlet, a defense of the political concepts of the 
French Revolution. And here one may still observe in her 
memory, in All Saints Church, a marble plaque adorned with 
her profile. It is surmounted by an owl, meant to be symbolic 
of her sagacity, although it is certain that most of her con
temporaries would not have agreed with that judgment of 
her liberal mind. Thoroughly aware of her lifetime support 
of the principles of political equality, they had criticized, 
not acknowledged, her wisdom, more often referred to her 
as Kate Macaulay, republican, than as Catharine Macaulay, 
historian. Horace Walpole, that inveterate letter writer, 
upon hearing of her death wrote to a friend that he felt cer
tain she already was discussing republicanism versus un
principled monarchs with other reformers who had preceded 
her in heaven !25 

When Mrs. Macaulay wrote her first volume of history, it 
is doubtful that she would have admitted, or that she was 
peculiarly conscious, that the enunciation of republican ideas 
per se was predominant in her thinking. In fact, many years 
later she stated that what she really intended was to coun
teract David Hume's favorable interpretation of the Stu
arts.26 She also made clear that she meant to accomplish her 
purpose through writing an objective history of that pe
riod ;27 however, objective history as she wrote it turned out 
to be history unreasonably biased against the Stuarts. It now 
seems quite probable that the advancement of democratic 
ideas always was her primary concern, and thus that her first 
pamphlet in which she propounded her political beliefs with
out the covering mantle of historical events was a logical 
interruption of her historical writing. 

•• The Gentleman's Magazine, LXV (1795), 270. 
•• MS Church records of All Saints, Binfield, England. 
•• W. S. Lewis, The Yale Edition of Horace Walpole's Correspondence, XV 

(New Haven, 1939-1951), 12. Horace Walpole to Miss Mary Berry, June 29, 
1791. 

•• Macaulay, History of England, VI, Preface, vi; VII, 283-84. 
•• Ibid., V, Introduction, p. vii ff; IV, 418. 
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Mrs. Macaulay's first work devoted entirely to political 
principles,28 and her only work which is strictly in the theo
retical, reveals her political convictions through a criticism 
of the form of government which she most disliked, absolute 
monarchy, at the same time pointing out the advantages of 
democracy. She accomplished her purpose by refuting a por
tion of Thomas Hobbes' Philosophical Rudiments Concern
ing Government and Society/9 in which he defends absolute 
monarchy as a form of government, and further by present
ing a concrete plan for a republic. The latter, a constitution 
without elaboration or direct comment on her part, is in the 
form of a letter written to General Pasquale de Paoli, leader 
of the Corsican revolt then in progress against France. At 
first thought this brief section of the publication might ap
pear to be a rather insignificant addition. But upon reflection 
there can be little doubt that Mrs. Macaulay used this divi
sion to represent the negative and the positive sides of her 
political thinking. It is plausible to assume that her attack 
on Hobbes was intended to serve only as a touchstone for her 
affirmative ideas on the type of government which she be
lieved to be ideal-a republic. Whether at this time she also 
intended to strike indirectly at the English monarchy can 
only be guessed, but since she believed that ahsolitte mon
archy was the political curse of the universe, and since her 
later political writings called for parliamentary reforms 
rather than for a change in the form, of government, this 
pamphlet must be accepted primarily as theory. 

General Paoli, to whom she directed her plan for a demo
cratic government and who then led the Corsicans in revolt, 
had not asked for her opinions or suggestions, although three 
years earlier (1764) Rousseau had been requested to draw 
up a plan of government for that island. The French philos
opher urged James Boswell, when the two met in France, 
to go to Corsica to secure first-hand information, giving him 
a letter of introduction to Paoli.30 Meanwhile, Rousseau 

•• Macaulay, Loose Remarks on Certain Positions to be Found in Mr. 
Hobes's Philosophical Rudiments of Government and Society with a Short 
Sketch of a Democratical Form of Government in a Letter to Signior Paoli 
with Two Letters one from an American Gentleman to the Author which 
Contains Some Comments on her Sketch of the Democratical Form of Gov
ernment and the Authors Answer to the American Gentleman (London, 
1767). Hereafter cited as Loose Remarks on Certain Positions to be Found 
in Mr. Hobbes's Philosophical Rudiments of Government. 

•• Thomas Hobbes, Philosophical Rudiments of Government and Society 
(London, 1651). 

•• John Morley, Rousseau and His Era (London, 1923) II, lOOff. 
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started to work on the project, although he never delivereu 
his plan to the Corsicans, and a hundred years went by be
fore his notes on it, in manuscript, came to light. But the 
rumor of it had spread over Europe at the time the invitation 
was extended to him.31 Perhaps Mrs. Macaulay heard of it, 
and when Rousseau failed to present a plan, she seized his 
opportunity to use the island as a basis of presenting her 
own views on an ideal state. The situation in Corsica merely 
offered her an opportunity to present her political doctrine 
in a written form. She referred to it as a "rough sketch," 
advising Paoli that if he wished her to do so she would treat 
the matter in greater detail. 32 

Her plan of government for Corsica was brief, really little 
more than an outline. Writing of it to an American lover of 
liberty, Mrs. Macaulay stated that her general purpose was 
"to make all interests unite in the welfare of the state," and 
hence she had deprived "every individual order, or class, of 
the power of hurting it."33 It can not escape notice that many 
of the terms for office which she chose for her political utopia 
were those used in the Roman republic which she so strongly 
admired; they are also to be found in James Harrington's 
utopia, The Commonwealth of Oceana.34 In fact, her whole 
plan is so similar to Oceana, except for the much greater 
length and completeness of the latter, that no one could 
doubt Harrington's work to have been her direct source. It 
represented to her "what might have been" in the English 
Commonwealth, whose short duration was the political sor
row of her life. 

Two years after the publication of her plan of government 
for Corsica, Paoli sought political refuge in England. It is 
logical to suppose that Mrs. Macaulay would have enjoyed 
a friendship with him, although bis chief interest had been 
to remove the foreign yoke from Corsica, not to foster demo
cratic government. But the General was indebted to the 
English government for rescue by a British frigate,35 and 
the Court welcomed him by bestowing on him a pension of a 
thousand pounds a year. This was reason enough that he did 
not "pay homage to Mrs. Macaulay in her closet, and thus 

• 1 Mathew Josephson, Jean-Jaques Rousseau (New York, 1931), 418. 
•• Macaulay, Loose Remarks on Certain Positions to be Found in Mr. 

Tlobbes's Philosophical Rudiments of Government and Society, 38. 
•• Ibid., 31. 
•• James Harrington, The Commonwealth of Oceana (London, 1656). 
45 Dictionary of National Biography, XV, 188. 
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he was not ... acknowledged ... a Patriot in the Country."36 

The King and Queen showed special attention to the General, 
and Horace Walpole then concluded that "Themistocles had 
accepted the gold of Xerxes and excused himse]f from receiv
ing a visit from Mrs. Macaulay .... " 37 No doubt she regretted 
not having had an opportunity to discuss politics with Paoli, 
but her primary purpose had been served in publishing her 
ideal of government. 

Mrs. Macaulay now moved from the field of theory to that 
of the practical reform of the English government. She was 
well aware that her ideals of govemment had not been ef
fected in any age or country, and it is exceedingly prob
lematical whether she he]d any real hope of seeing them 
realized in her own country. For the prospect of actual polit
ical reform in England. was not very bright: the Tories gave 
no heed to the idea, and few Whigs were interested in fur
ther democratizing the government or weeding out the cor
ruptions of their own administrations. The Whigs had long 
thought of themselves as the champions of liberty, although 
they did not define the word in terms of equal political rights. 
However, a few Englishmen of the time, later designated by 
nineteenth-century reformers as "Radica1s," did take a posi
tive stand for democratic parliamentary reform. They had 
no party organization, and those of their number who 
achieved office did so under the banner of liberal Whigs. 
Their platform must be combed from the political ideas ex
pressed by individuals and from the tenets of societies which 
were constituted to promote democratic reform. 

The first of these organizations which had definite and 
stated principles was "The Society for the Support of the 
Bill of Rights," a direct outgrowth of the struggle of John 
Wilkes in his prosecution by the government following his 
criticism of the Crown in his famous, or jnfamous, North 
Britain No. 45, and his claim to a seat in parliament. On the 
whole the Radicals stood for shorter parliaments, more near
ly equal electoral districts, universal manhood suffrage, 
exclusion from the House of Commons of all persons holding 
Crown places, the elimination of bribery in elections, and 
the responsiveness of a Member to the wishes of his con
stituency. 

•• Mrs. Montague "Queen of the Blues" Her Letters and Friendships from 
1762-1800, Reginald Blunt, ed., I (Edinburgh, 1923), 230. Lord Lyttleton to 
Mrs. Elizabeth Montague, October 1 o, 1769. 

•• Horace Walpole, Memoirs of the Reign of King George the Third, G. F. 
Russel Barker, ed., III (London, 1894). 258. 
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The formation in 1769 of the "Society for the Support of 
the Bill of Rights," which favored this program, seems to 
have been the point at which Mrs. Macaulay began her agi
tation for practical political reform. In her judgment control 
of government by political parties, and the failure to keep 
the executive subservient to the parliament had caused a 
degeneration of English political life to the point that reform 
was urgent. She maintained that the unwise use of power by 
both king and party had brought corruption and inequalities, 
resulting in the preservation of merely the form of the con
stitution; its spirit had been lost. 

At virtually the same time that the "Society for the Sup
port of the Bill of Rights" was formed, Mrs. Macaulay found 
her first opportunity to support practical political reform 
in print. Edmund Burke, genuinely concerned over the effort 
of George III to substitute personal government for party 
control in the House of Commons, publicly voiced his objec
tions to the King's tactics in a pamphlet which bore the 
title: Thoughts on the Present Discontents.38 Burke's work 
afforded Mrs. Macaulay the occasion to attack directly the 
evils of the English government as she believed them to exist, 
and she replied to his assumptions with her Observations on 
a Pamphlet Entitled Thoughts on the Present Discontents.89 

Although Burke might use parliament as well as pamphlet 
as a sounding board for his complaints, Mrs. Macaulay's 
only avenue of reaching the public was the political pam
phlet as a sounding board for his complaints, Mrs. Macau
lay's only avenue of reaching the public was the political 
pamphlet-the day of Lady Astor was far in the future. 
Since her reply was published the year after "The Society 
for the Support of the Bill of Rights" was formed, it was not 
only an answer to Burke; it also served to restate and to 
emphasize further the demands of these early Radicals for 
parliamentary reform. In fact, more of this pamphlet is 
devoted to reforms which they advocated than to a denuncia
tion of Burke's concern over the opposition of George III to 
party control of policy. 

The practical political reforms which Mrs. Macaulay par
ticularly wished to see achieved were shorter parliaments, 
a more honest and equitable plan of representation, and the 

•• Edmund Burke, "Thoughts of the Present Discontents" in the Works of 
the Right Honorable Edmund Burke, I (Boston, 1865), 435-537. 

•• Macaulay, Observations on a Pamphlet, Entitled, Thoughts on the Pres
ent Discontents (London, 1770). 
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extension of suffrage. She classified England's septennial 
parliaments as the greatest political abuse of the time,40 

asserting that the longer the term of the Member, the greater 
the prospect he had to enrich himself at the expense of the 
country, in turn increasing the cost of obtaining a seat; and 
the greater the material benefits, the greater the demand and 
the higher the cost, all in all a vicious circle. To remedy this 
shameful practice, she advocated reversion to triennial par
liaments, 41 and if that change did not successfully combat 
the evil, she urged that the term be shortened to one year.42 

The first positive stand for annual parliaments had been 
voiced by "The Society for the Support of the Bill of Rights" 
at its inception ( 1769). Just who originated their demand 
is uncertain, but since Mrs. Macaulay had advised strongly 
an annual rotation in her plan of government for Corsica 
( published two years earlier), and since her brother, John 
Sawbridge, was a charter member of the organization, and 
had, like his sister, long admired republican government, 
she could very well have been at least the co-originator of 
this demand made by the Society. While Sawbridge, after 
he became a member of parliament, unsuccessfully tried to 
have the House of Commons act upon the idea, Mrs. Macau
lay continued to prod public opinion on the subject with the 
hope that septennial parliaments would be eliminated in 
favor of shorter sessions. 

She also contended, again in opposition to Burke's think
ing, that there could never be a "true parliament" until the 
great inequalities in representation were remedied and Mem
bers were committed to act in accordance with the wishes 
of their constituencies. Burke argued that the prevalent 
unequal representation was a perfection rather than a defect, 
that under the system in use Englishmen could not think or 
act narrowly as Members from districts but must extend 
their views to the horizon of all England. Mrs. Macaulay 
took sharp issue on this question, stating that more nearly 
equal districts could not possibly be detrimental, and point
ing out that ineadequate representation continued to exist 
only because men who controlled rotten and pocket boroughs 
wanted to be able to bargain in their own interest, an inter-

•• Macaulay, An Address to the People of England, Scotland and Ireland, 
on the Important Crisis of Affairs (London, 1775), 20. 

"Macaulay, Observations on a Pamphlet, Entitled, Thoughts on the Present 
Discontents, 16-17. 

•• Ibid., 17. 
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est which was bound to be at the expense of the public.43 

Furthermore, she agreed with the American attitude that a 
representative was a deputy of the district which elected 
him. Eventually, Mrs. Macaulay and the Radical group ad
vocated that a candidate be required, before election, to 
promise to follow the wishes of his constituency. London 
then required such a pledge, and she took the stand that the 
City's plan should be adopted throughout the country.44 

When opponents to her demand argued that a candidate or 
Member would be promising what he could not perform, her 
only reply was lamely to accuse her adversaries of endeavor
ing "to throw disgrace and contempt" on those who had 
already made their pledge to the voters. 45 

Burke disregarded the question of suffrage in his attack 
on the course which government had taken under George III, 
but Mrs. Macaulay reminded him of his omission.46 Although 
in her reply to his pamphlet she did not elaborate on how 
far she thought suffrage should be extended, her discussions 
on the subject elsewhere indicate that she would not have 
been satisfied with the figure of 400,000 electors which Burke 
later suggested as a feasible number.47 In volume five of her 
History of England, published one year after he reply to 
Burke's 'Phoughts on the Present Discontents, she listed the 
suffrage demands of the Levellers ( 1649) who advocated that 
all citizens except servants and those receiving alms should 
have the right to vote.48 It is reasonable to conclude that she 
gave general sanction to their plan, for she hal.Jitually spoke 
adversely of historical events or political conditions with 
which she disagreed in principle. This conclusion is at least 
partially verified in her discussion, more than twenty years 
later, of the plan of suffrage which the French instituted in 
their revolutionary government. They extended the ballot to 
virtually every citizen who was not a pauper, and Mrs. 
Macaulay gave her approval to that system.49 

" Macaulay, Observations on the Reflections of the Right Hon. Edmund 
Burke, on the Revolution in France (Boston, 1791), 20-21. 

" Macaulay, An Address to the People of England, Scotland and Ireland, 6. 
'"Ibid., 12-13. 
•• Ibid., 19. 
"Alfred Cobban, Edmund Burke and the Revolt Against the Eighteenth 

Century (London, 1929), 66. 
•• Macaulay, History of England, V, 7. 
•• Macaulay, Observations 011 the Reflections of the Right Hon. Edmund 

Burke on the Revolution in France, 31-32. 
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In her demand for reform of the British parliament, Mrs. 
Macaulay called for a "parliament of the people."50 Although 
she specifically did not explain what she meant by this term, 
it safely can be assumed from a survey of her writings that 
she meant one which was freely and honestly chosen without 
bribery or corrupt practices and on a reformed basis of repre
sentation. But on what plan of organization she expected 
this "parliament of the people" to operate, she failed to make 
clear. Was she so naive as to suppose that it could operate 
successfully without the leadership of some organized group, 
such as control by party which had developed into the Cab
inet system in her own century? Since she strongly con
demned control of government by party, there seems no 
other conclusion to draw except that she was impractical in 
her thinking and did not recognize that good intentions 
alone would be insufficient for the successful operation of 
her "parliament of the people." Altogether it was a dark 
picture which Mrs. Macaulay painted of the operation of the 
English system in the period when tension in America was 
mounting against the mother country. But it was a state of 
affairs in which American dissatisfaction helped to empha
size, if not immediately to improve, the corrupt and undem
ocratic features of the home situation. 

Even the casual student of history is aware that Edmund 
Burke and William Pitt · held a more understanding view 
toward British American than was shown in the policy of 
the Government. Yet Mrs. Macaulay's political thinking 
was more closely identified with that of the Colonists than 
that of either of these statesmen. The publication of the first 
five volumes of her study of the Stuart period, filled with 
strong criticism of monarchal government and with excessive 
praise for the Commonwealth, had a ready sale in America, 
where she numbered among her political friendships at least 
six signers of the Declaration of Independence. Benjamin 
Rush, attending her London salon, found her political prin
ciples "the noblest that ever animated a human breast."51 

And Josiah Quincy, Jr., meeting Mrs. Macaulay in 1774 for 
the first time when he delivered letters to her from American 
friends, was much pleased with her liberal turn of mind; 

. upon her invitation he returned to devote an afternoon in 

•• Macaulay, Observations on a Pamphlet, Entitled, Thoughts on the Present 
Discontents, 17. 

• 1 L. H. Butterfield, ed., Letters of Ben;amin Rush (Princeton, 1951) 1, 69. 
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discussion of "liberty."52 Mercy Warren, sister of James Otis, 
in the opening letter of their correspondence, commented 
that she did not doubt Mrs. Macaulay's "candour and ready 
pardon" for her "free communication of sentiment" ;53 she 
was reassured in Mrs. Macaulay's reply.54 Mrs. Warren 
really could not have doubted the warm reception which her 
own observations would receive, for she certainly knew 
through her brother, as well as her good friend, John Adams, 
by whom she sent the letter,55 that its sentiment would be 
acceptable. Both of these gentlemen had been in correspond
ence with Mrs. Macaulay for several years. A less personal 
letter, and one indicating a broader American recognition 
of her principles, reached Mrs. Macaulay through Samual 
Adams, representing a Boston "committee." Since her reply 
of appreciation was dated only a few months after the or
ganization of the Boston "Committee of Correspondence,"56 

of which Adams was a promoter, it seems logical to assume 
that that was the group which had authorized him to con
gratulate her on her sympathetic attitude toward America. 
Once hostilities had begun between England and the Col
onies, American friends kept her informed of the details of 
their situation whenever it was possible to send her a letter 
by a trusted traveler to England. 57 

In 1775 Mrs. Macaulay publicly expressed her attitude 
toward the American situation through a sharp reprimand 
to the English people for allowing the Government to strip 
the Colonists of their "most valuable rights." In a pamphlet 
entitled An Address to the People of England, Scotland and 
Ireland, provoked in part by Samuel Johnson's pamphlet, 
The Patriot, she denounced parliamentary action on Colonial 
matters from the passage of the Stamp Act through the Bos
ton Port Bill.58 Asserting that the Americans had borne 
their troubles with an "almost blameable patience,"59 she 

•• Josiah Quincy, Memoir of the Life of Josiah Quincy, Jun. (1744-1775) of 
Mass. by his Son (Boston, 1825), 287-88. 

•• Mercy Warren Letterbook, MS Mercy Warren to Catharine Macaulay, 
June 9, 1773. 

•• MS Catharine Macaulay to Mercy Warren, September 11, 1774. 
•• Mercy Warren Letterbook, MS Mercy Warren to Catharine Macaulay, 

June 9, 1773. 
•• Samuel Adams Papers, MS Catharine Macaulay to Samuel Adams, April 

15, 1773. 
• 1 James Curtis Ballagh, ed., The Letters of Richard Henry Lee, 1 (New 

York, 1911), p. 160 ff., MS, Richard Henry Lee to Catharine Macaulay, 
November, 1775. Mercy Warren Letterbook, MS Mercy Warren to Catharine 
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prophesied that the spirit which had been raised across the 
ocean would either restore the English constitution to its 
rightful interpretation or sink England "into the lowest 
abyss of national misery." Her greatest concern in the situa
tion was the "despotism" which she detected descending upon 
England through this channel.60 Mrs. Macaulay viewed the 
British actions taken against America as both inexcusable 
and unconstitutional and called for the repeal of the laws 
which carried out the ill-fated policy of parliament. Her 
argument of unconstitutionality, based on the rights of 
Americans as Englishmen, held that these rights had been 
transmitted to them by the "authority of their charters and 
the principles of the English constitution."61 Her criticism 
of British policy centered on the theory that Americans were 
taxed but unrepresented, a familiar idea ever since in the 
American cry of "taxation without representation." 

Until actual hostilities broke out, Mrs. Macaulay was 
doubtful that the Americans would "emancipate themselves 
from the British yoke" when the opportunity arrived.62 At 
the same time, she regarded war to be a possibility unless 
the home government mended its ways, although she did not 
directly advocate or specifically condone it. It must be con
cluded, however, that she believed a revolt to be within the 
Colonists' rights, for throughout her history of the Stuart 
period she employed every opportunity to support John 
Locke's theory of compact, and in no instance did she criti
cize American thought or action. She did prophesy that, if 
war occurred, it would ruin both contestants or else the 
Americans would gain independence "in a lingering contest." 
And she warned that, if a contest materialized, England 
would find herself bankrupt and "left to the bare possession 
of ... foggy islands ... under the sway of a domestic despot, 
or . . . become the province of some powerful European 
state."63 

America's successful struggle for its political rights served 
to broaden Mrs. Macaulay's interest in the cause of freedom. 
Shortly after the French Revolution began, she wrote a 
strong defense of its principles in reply to a denunciation of 
it by Burke. In letters to her American friends she referred 

•• Ibid., pp. 18-19, 28. 
• 1 Ibid., 313 ff. 
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to the situation in France with favor and with hope that the 
Revolution would succeed, not only for the benefit of the 
French but for its effect on the forces of liberty everywhere. 
To Samuel Adams she wrote of it as "an event which will 
necessarily bring after it the emancipation of every other 
society in Europe," contending that whether America should 
continue to enjoy freedom depended much upon the success 
of the French struggle.64 Only a few months before her death 
she wrote to Washington, a regular correspondent since her 
visit at Mt. Vernon on her trip to America, that the French 
victory for political freedom was a "great joy" to all like 
herself who were "jealous friends of equal liberty," and that 
she was grateful to God for its continued success.65 

Although Mrs. Macaulay believed thoroughly in the basic 
principles .of the American and French revolutions, it is clear 
that her paramount interest lay in the reform of the English 
government; but it is not at all certain that she would have 
approved violent revolution to achieve its democratic reform. 
It is that possibility, however, which makes it relevant to 
inquire into the reason, real or spurious, why some nine
teenth and twentieth century writers have referred to her as 
a "red" republican. That identification may be purely an 
effort to expose the impact of her radical ideas upon her con
temporaries, for now that republicanism has become a con
servative ideology it is difficult to realize the shock of it on 
eighteenth-century minds. Since it also is possible that the 
purpose in the use of the adjective has been to label her a 
revolutionist through violence, it becomes pertinent to in
quire into the meaning of the word "republican" as it was 
understood in Mrs. Macaulay's century. The term was Rpe
cifically defined by one of her contemporaries to be an indi
vidual who was "an enemy of mixed government" ;66 in turn, 
"mixed government" is defined as one with an elected legis
lature and an hereditary monarch. It follows, on the basis 
of these definitions, that an eighteenth-century republican 
would be opposed to limited monarchy as a form of govern
ment. There can be no question but that Mrs. Macaulay was, 
in theory, a republican, but the justification of labeling her 
a "red" republican, if that identification implies an over
throw by force of Britain's "mixed government" ( or limite<l. 

•• MS Catharine Macaulay to Samuel Adams, March, 1791. 
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monarchy), is without foundation. In her history of the 
Stuart period she does support John Locke's compact theory, 
as mentioned earlier in this paper, in the instance of undue 
"encroachments" of royal power.67 She also appealed to her 
readers to realize the advantages of their mixed government. 
"Republican principles and notions," she stated, were always 
"too unpopular" in England "to found on them any rational 
scheme of interest or ambition."68 And in her demands for 
the reform of parliament in her own time, as revealed in her 
political pamphlets, she did not at any time suggest the 
overthrow of the existing government in order to achieve a 
greater dem~racy. 

Neither has evidence of her support of revolution by force 
for her own day come to light from private letters except 
through one contemporary source. Vague sentiments of that 
nature are attributed to her in the diary of a relatively un
known Radical whose acquaintance with her was slight.69 

If it is true, as this diarist relates, that in private conversa
tion she spoke sympathetically of the violent overthrow of 
the English government, it is quite probable that she was 
pressing her views of an idea.l state; but if she seriously did 
propose active revolution for England in the oral discussion 
of political principles, she must have regretted her state
ments, for at a later time she publicly denied that she ever 
had suggested or given sanction to such an idea. 70 A study 
of her published works strongly indicates that she would 
have been satisfied with a reformed English government 
which provided "equal liberty," by which she meant a mon
archy so limited in power as to be somewhat comparable to 
that of the present day. Her radical remarks, as reported 
from her private conversation, in contrast to the more mod
erate tone of her published works, probably was the projec
tion of her ideal of government, an intellectual republican
ism expressed in the animated conversation of the salon. To 
advise a republican plan of government for Corsica and to 
give sanction to revolutionary governments in France and 
America was quite a different thing from advocating violent 
revolution at home. As a careful student of the Stuart period 
she was too well acquainted with the evils of civil war to 

., Macaulay, History of England, IV, 434-35. 
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wish to see them repeated except in the extremity of royal 
absolutism. 

Political reform was the avenue through which Mrs. Mac
aulay was most widely known. Yet in point of volume her 
political pamphlets form a very small portion of her writing. 
A good case can be made, however, that her historical works 
are merely an extension of her political principles, for 
throughout her eight volumes on the Stuart period she con
stantly points out the faults and defects of royal govern
ment and emphasizes the rights of parliament; with even 
greater emphasis and political bias she applauds the indi
vidual seventeenth-century republicans and praises the 
Commonwealth as without fault, unrepresentative as its 
parliament was. If the conclusion is valid that on the basis 
of her primary interest Mrs. Macaulay should be classified 
as more republican and political reformer than historian, 
her bias and her inconsistencies can be more easily under
stood. It explains to some degree, for instance, why she 
praised the legislature of the Commonwealth in superlatives, 
yet criticized and demanded radical changes in the parlia
ment of the eighteenth century, surely a more representative 
body than that of the Commonwealth. Blind prejudice for a 
government nearer in form to her ideal can be the only logi
cal explanation for her distorted view. Historical facts sim
ply could not overcome her devotion to the cause! In spite 
of her political bias and her inconsistencies, she was sincere 
in her desire for reform. She thought it and breathed it, but 
she could do no more; there was no channel through which 
she could actively participate in its realization. In her own 
words she was "tremblingly alive on the subject of human 
liberty." As if in proof of her allegiance to the cause of re
form, she further wrote to Benjamin Franklin: "I would 
with pleasure sacrifice my life to be of any real use in the 
public cause of freedom.1171 And there is no reason to doubt 
her word. 

To write an historical work in a republican vein and to 
plead for democratic reform in the eighteenth century was 
to be suspect; a woman who did so was a rebel to her times 
and to her sex. In her own century Mrs. Macaulay's ac
complishment bears no little resemblance to Dr. Samuel 
Johnson's attitude toward woman preachers, of whom he 
remarked to a friend: "Sir ... [it] is like a dog walking on 

" MS Catharine Macaulay to Benjamin Franklin, December 8, 1777. 
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his hind legs .... It is not done well; but you are surprised 
to :find it done at all."72 In the greater perspective of the 
twentieth century we much acknowledge that Mrs. Macau
lay's historical writing is prejudiced, that her political dis
cussions are not closely reasoned or always consistent, and 
that her republicanism gained for her more notoriety than 
fame. We are forced to conclude that her strongest claim to 
a place of honor is as the "historian in petticoats" who was 
the first of her sex to have published a broad historical study. 

72 James Boswell, Boswell's Life of Johnson Together with a Tour of the 
Hebrides and Johnson's Diary on a Journey into North Wales, G. B. Hill, ed.; 
enlarged and revised by L. F. Powell, 1, 463. 



HITLER'S LIVING-SPACE CONCEPT* 

C. vVALDRON BOLEN 

vVhen a man of unmmal talents successfully identifies his 
personal aspirations with the asph-ations of a people, and 
leads these people toward generally ~ ceptable goals, he 
might perhaps be regarded as a man of destiny. Such a man 
was Adolf Hitler, Chancellor and Fuhrer of the Third Reich, 
who possessed qualities of leadership which so captm·ed the 
imagination of the German people that many saw in him the 
fulfillment of the Barbarossa legend. Although he was a 
foreigner, an Austrian German by bir-th, many of the doc
trines proclaimed by Adolf Hitler appealed to Germans of 
all classes, especially to those who deeply resented the terms 
of the Treaty of Versailles. These nationalists were wont to 
assign Germany's post-war difficulties to this document, a 
practice which brought some political advantage. But not 
until the adverse effects of the world economic depression 
had undermined the Catholic-Solialist-Democratic coalition 
in the Reichstag were they able to take over the government. 

At the time of Adolf Hitler's appointment as Chancellor 
of Germany, on January 30, 1933, the doctl'ines which he and 
his party espoused had been thoroughly advertised. Of the 
twin pegs, nationalism and socialism, on which the Nazis 
had originally hung their doctrines, nationalism had received 
the greater emphasis because of its broader appeal. For after 
the war many of the disgruntled had become political allies 
of the Pan-Germans, the extreme nationalists of the Hohen
zollern era. Hitler had been a nationalist from his early 
youth.1 By his own admission, this indoctrination in Pan
Germanism was largely the work of Doctor Leopold Potsch, 
professor of history in the Technical School in Linz.2 During 
his sojourn in Vienna from 1906-1913, Hitler often visited 
the parliament, where he witnessed debates among the repre
sentatives of the many national groups. Immediately, he 
became a follower of Georg von Schonerer, head of the Pan
German Party.3 Influenced by the Pan-German League in 
Germany, the Austrian Pan-Germans favored the incorpora
tion of all Germans in the German Empire. Moreover, in 

* The writer is indebted to the Kress Research Committee of Clemson Col
lege for a grant covering expenses incurred in the preparation of this paper. 
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varying degrees, its members were anti-Hapsburg, anti-Cath
olic, anti-Marxist, anti-Slavic, anti-Hungarian, and anti
Semitic.4 The young Hitler absorbed many of these preju
dices, and it is not surprising that he became an irredentist, 
longing for the dissolution of the dual monarchy as the first 
step toward the incorporation of German Austria in the 
German Empire.5 This fact and his reluctance to perform 
military service with the non-German elements in the Aus
trian army may explain his move to Munich.6 When the war 
came, he volunteered and served in the List regiment of the 
Bavarian Army. 

Hitler's army experiences had the effect of intensifying his 
nationalism. Moreover, while serving after the war as in
struction officer in the political department of the army's 
seventh district command in Munich, he made the contacts 
which led to membership in the National Socialist German 
Worker's (Nazi) Party.7 Within a short time Hitler was the 
recognized head of the party, and the Twenty-Five Point 
Program, drafted with the assistance of Gottfried Feder and 
Anton Drexler, was widely circulated. In the first three 
points, the Nazis demanded the inclusion of all Germans in 
a great Germany, the recognition of the right to equality of 
Germany with all other nations, and land and soil (colonies) 
for the nutrition of Germany's people and for the settlement 
of her surplus population.8 These were to be the major ob
jectives of Germany's foreign policy after the Nazis came 
to power. The first and third points were borrowed from the 
pre-war Pan-Germans, while the second indicated a desire 
to cancel the Treaties of Versailles and Saint Germain. The 
first two demands are of major importance, but the writer 
is concerned here with Hitler's third objective, more space. 

For the next twelve yea1·s, before and after his appoint
ment to the Chancellery, Hitler and his associates constantly 
reminded the German people of their need for more living
space (Leben,sraum). Occasionally the living-space concept 

'Greiner, op. cit., 43-44; Heinrich Class, Wider den Strom (Leipzig, 1932), 
77; Mildred Wertheimer. The Pan-German League 1890-1914 (New York, 
1924), 60, 95, 100, 164. 
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was propounded as an economic theory, but it was generally 
used in supporting Hitler's racial views. In many cases it 
was explained in language best suited for stirring the emo
tions of the German people, the tactic of the demagogue. 
Specific geographic areas to be included within the Lebens
raum were rarely mentioned, but the use of force for the 
procurement of space was always defended.9 In one of his 
first speeches on the subject, in 1922, Hitler explained that 
economics was a secondary matter. "World j istory," he said, 
"teaches us that no people became great through economics : 
it was economics that brought them to their ruin. A people 
died when its race was disintegrated."10 The next year the 
Nazi leader told a Munich audience that territorial expan
sion was fundamental to a healthy economy. "No economic 
policy is possible without a sword, no industrialization with
out power. To-day we have no longer any sword grasped in 
our fist-how can we have a successful economic policy?"11 

Later, at a May Day celebration, Hitler expressed the hope 
that the day would come when Germany would stretch from 
Konigsburg to Strasburg and from Hamburg to Vienna.12 

Inclusion of these cities within Germany's frontiers would 
have required the return of Alsace by France, the recession 
of the corridor by Poland, and an Anschluss with Austria. 

The confinement in Landsberg prison after the unsuccess
ful revolt in Munich, in November 1923, afforded Hitler an 
opportunity for a further weighing of Germany's needs. In 
the Mein Kampf, which was begun then, the living-space 
concept was reaffirmed. First, Hitler warned that Germany's 
food problem would become more acute with the annual in
crease of nearly nine-hundred thousand people. Without new 
soil, he predicted that Germany would in a short time arrive 
at the end of her strength. And the alternative, birth-control, 
would rob the German people of their future. Second, the 
Nazi leader argued for the acquisition of new soil for Ger
many's excess population as the best means of preserving a 
healthy peasant class, the backbone of the race.13 Finally, 
Germany's security required more living-space, for the great
er the space at the disposal of a people the greater their nat-

• Gordon Prange, Hitler's Words (Washington, 1944) , 16. 
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ural protection. Military decisions against peoples living in 
restricted areas, he argued, had always been obtained more 
quickly and more completely than decisions against peoples 
who occupied large land-masses. For this reason, Germany's 
territorial policy should be fulfilled almost exclusively in 
Europe.14 The pre-1914 overseas policy he believed totally 
wrong, since it brought Germany into conflict with England. 
It would have been better, wrote Hitler, to have concluded 
an alliance with England against Russia, thereby exchanging 
a feeble global policy for a policy of expansion in continental 
Europe. The endless German movement to the west and south 
should be stopped, he advised, and attention should be turned 
to lands in the east, primarily to "Russia and her vassal 
border states."15 

The ideas expressed in the Mein l(ainpf were not new.16 

The Drang nach Osten (push to the east) policy was tradi
tional in Germany: Charlemagne, Frederick Barbarossa, and 
Frederick the Great had all conducted successful eastern 
policies. Hitler's biographers, Alan Bullock, Konrad Heiden, 
Rudolf Olden, and August Kubizek suggest that Hitler's 
concepts may have been influenced by the writings of Hous
ton Stewart Chamberlain, Gobineau, Schopenhauer, Wagner, 
and the writings attributed to Nietzsche. Yet Bullock says 
there is no indication of the works Hitler read.17 Heiden 
judged Hitler too impatient for steady reading, and presumes 
that Chamberlain's theory of Teutonic supremacy was con
veyed by Alfred Rosenberg.18 Kubizek states that Hitler read 
old Germanic legends, German mythology, Nietzsche, and 
Schopenhauer.19 Through Rudolf Hess the Nazi leader met 
Karl Haushofer, Professor of Geopolitics at the University 
of Munich. From him Hitler undoubtedly received additional 
arguments for the living-space concept previously borrowed 
from the Pan-Germans.20 The theory of racial disintegration 
mentioned above probably came from Count Gobineau's 
Essai sur l'inegalite des races humaines.21 Hitler once de
fined politics as "nothing else than the struggle of a people 
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for its existence in this world .... " 22 And what was to become 
of the losers in this battle for subsistence? The Nazi answer 
to this question was "extermination". "If men wish to live," 
said Hitler, "then they are forced to kill others."23 

The living-space concept as such was not a major issue in 
the Reichstag elections of 1930, but, since the government 
had failed to solve Germany's financial problems, the Nazis 
and Communists made important gains. Concentrating their 
fire on the provisions of the Treaty of Versailles, especially 
on the reparations, the Nazis increased their strength in the 
Reichstag from 12 seats to 107 seats. A juncture with the 
Hugenberg Nationalists at this time gave the Nazi Party 
some respectability and money.24 In return, many industrial
ists, army officers, and Junkers of the Hugenberg group 
expected to use Hitler to further their own ends. Hitler's 
long speech to the Industry Club in Dttsseldorf during the 
presidential campaign of 1932, was said to have won many 
capitalists to the Nazi Party. He told the industrialists that 
Germany must either look for new living-space and to the 
development of a great internal market or she must utilize 
her full strength for the protection of her economy against 
foreign competition.25 Hindenburg won the presidency, but, 
by capturing 230 seats in the Reichstag, the National So
cialist Party became the number one party in the Reich. 
Hitler now stood on the threshold of success. 

For the first four years after his appointment to office, in 
January 1933, Hitler's foreign policy was directed toward 
the scrapping of various provisions of the Treaty of Ver
sailles. These included the cessation of the already postponed 
reparations payments, the restoration of the Saar, the return 
to military conscription, and the reoccupation of the Rhine
land. Having achieved these goals, HitleJ> revived the demand 
for living-space. On the fourth annive1·sary of his appoint
ment to office, he told the Reichstag that he would insist on 
the acquisition of colonies for Germany's dense population.26 

To his fellow-Nazis at the Nuremberg rally on September 
7, he announced that there was only one economic question 
which had bothered him, namely, the difficulties in the food 
supply. "The German living-space (Lebensmnm) witl1out any 
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colonial complement," complained Hitler, "is too small to 
guarantee an uninterrupted, certain, permanent food-supply . 
. . . It is an intolerable thought that year by year we are 
compelled to be dependent on the chance of a good or a bad 
harvest."27 He told the foreign journalists that Germany had 
a moral right to her pre-war colonies, but, if an enormous 
armed force had to be maintained to protect them, then they 
were worth nothing.28 Since the space in eastern Europe was 
more tempting, the colonial issue was probably aired at this 
time for purposes of bargaining with Britain.29 

Hitler's long-range plan for the procurement of space was 
outlined to six of his top-level officials in the Chancellery on 
November 5. This exposition was to be regarded as his last 
will and testament in the event of death. 'l'he aims of Ger
many's policy, explained the Chancellor, should be the safe
guarding and the enlarging of the racial community, the 
eighty-five million Germans in central Europe. Since au
tarchy and greater participation in world commerce offered 
few or no permanent advantages, more living-space would 
have to be sought in Europe. Citing the Roman and the Brit
ish Empires as examples, Hitler said the history of all ages 
"had proved that expansion could only be carried out by 
breaking down resistance and taking chances; setbacks were 
inevitable. There had never in former times been spaces 
without a master, and there were none today; the attacker 
always comes up against a possessor."30 In surveying the pos
sibility of taking by force the space desired, Hitler advised 
striking sometime between 1943 and 1945. Should France 
be torn by a serious domestic crisis or become involved in a 
war with another country, action might be taken earlier. At 
the beginning of hostilities, the Chancellor proposed to over
power Czechoslovakia. and Austria, thereby removing a 
threat to Germany's flank. 31 

Two of Hitler's advisers, Blomberg and Fritsch, Minister 
of War and Commander-in-Chief of the Army respectively, 
had misgivings about the success of the plan, but their argu
ments were brushed aside. Partly to allay their fears, Hitler 
suggested a prolongation of the war in Spain, so as to keep 
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France and Britain occupied. Among the advantages which 
would accrue from. the seizure of Austria and Czechoslovakia 
the Fuhrer listed foodstuffs, a shorter and mol'e defensible 
frontier in the east, and additional manpower for the Ger
m.an army.82 He might have added that the two countries 
would provide milita1'y and air bases for further expansion 
to the east.33 

In annexing Austria, Czechoslovakia, and western Poland, 
Chancellor Hitler was allegedly incorporating Germans in 
a great Reich. Consequently, when he had run out of Ger
m.ans to incorporate, the time was ripe for implementing the 
living-space doctrine.34 A diplomatic assist from Joseph 
Stalin during the Polish campaign enabled him to push Ger
many's eastern frontier to the Narew-Vistula-San River line, 
the Russians moving westward to complete the partition of 
Poland. Time for digesting western Poland and for dealing 
with France and Britain in the west, however, dictated that 
the push to the east be halted temporarily. The Russo-Ger
m.an Pact of September 28, 1939, reaffirmed the Polish parti
tion line,35 after which Hitler announced that the frontier 
with the Soviet Union was settled.36 Then, after the defeat 
of France, Hitler did an about-face, ordering preliminary 
plans for an attack on Russia.37 Polish and Rumanian lands 
were to be utilized for the preliminary build-up.38 

After the invasion of Russia, Hitler's thoughts pertaining 
to the newly-acquired space were divulged in table-talks and 
in secret military conversations. Most of these talks took 
place daily in the Ftihrer's headquarters in the Ukraine 
and in East Prussia during the campaigns of 1941 and 1942, 
when the German armies were enjoying their greatest suc
cesses. The Chancellor, who was supreme commander of "Op
eration Barbarossa", monopolized these discussions, thereby 
giving his listeners an insight into his dreams for the fu
ture.89 
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Adolf Hitler's appetite for Russian real estate, which Ger
many could neither hold nor digest, led him to believe that 
the frontier could be pushed eastward to a line running from 
two-hundred to three-hundred kilometers east of the Urals. 
This area, he surmised, could be held after the war with 
250,000 soldiers and a cadre of good administrators. 40 Ger
many's role in Russia would therefore be analogous to that 
of England's position in India. 41 The Crimea was pictured 
as a tourist's paradise, the future "German Riviera"; he 
planned to connect it with the Reich by means of an auto
bahn.42 In the Ukraine, Germany's youth would have great 
opportunities, the German army would have areas for maneu
vering, German aviators would have ample space for flying, 
and retired German soldiers would have farms. 43 

As for the Russians who inhabited this space, Hitler in
tended to treat them as inferior peoples. He not only believed 
they were a sub-race, but he believed they could be more 
easily controlled if they were treated as inferiors. Many of 
the natives would be expelled from the Ukraine altogether 
in order to make room for Teutonic peoples--Germans, 
Danes, Dutch, and Norwegians-who would be resettled 
there. Those Slavs who were permitted to remain would not 
receive the benefits of German culture, and it would be to 
Germany's interest for the people to have just enough edu
cation to recognize road signs. 44 

The mere occupation of the living-space in the east, how
ever, was not enough. In order to derive the greatest advan
tage immediately, the area should be looted and the "unde
sirable" peoples should be exterminated. Nazi doctrines were 
to be applied, and Alfred Rosenberg, one-time racial adviser 
to Hitler, was appointed Reich Minister to head the civil 
administration in the occupied eastern lands. 45 In addition, 
four special task groups (Einsatzgruppen) were ordered to 
follow the German armies into Russia for the dual purpose 
of combatting partisan groups and exterminating Commu
nist leaders and Jews. The men in these groups, each of 
which numbered about four-hundred, were drawn largely 
from the security police and Waffen-SS. One cannot judge 
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accurately the effectiveness of their work, but, according to 
one report to Himmler in 1943, four million Jews were killed 
in concentration camps in the east and two million more 
were killed by the special task groups. Much of this exter
minating was accomplished with the collaboration of the 
army command.46 The program of mass murder, however, 
was later modified, when thousands of workers were trans
ported to Germany for utilization in the armament indus
try.47 Official and unofficial recruiting of "desirable female 
domestic workers" was likewise, conducted on a large scale.48 

The looting of goods and raw materials, officially known 
as confiscation, had a high priority in the administration of 
the newly acquired Lebensraum. Economic Staff East, the 
agency directly concerned, issued for 1942 and 1943 hand
books containing instructions to the W ehrmacht-Seizure
Command governing the reconnaissance, seizure, and trans
portation of materials in the territories occupied by the Ger
man army. Loading reports and bills of lading were prepared 
with great care, and confiscation orders were issued in both 
languages, Russian and German, to facilitate the operation.49 
By rail, highway, and water-the Black Sea-Danube route-
Hitler expected wheat, oil, manganese, and coal to flow into 
Germany from the Ukraine in a never-ending stream. 50 

Hitler's ideas for the organization of Europe and for the 
development .of the space seized by the German armies were 
studied to September 1942, that is, to the beginning of the 
battle for Stalingrad. After this battle, the European picture 
began to change, and the Lebensraum began to shrink. It 
would, therefore, seem appropriate to set forth the Chancel
lor's views for a last time, presupposing a German victory. 
The Fiihrer's concept of Europe at the end of the war was a 
continent of federated countries, with Germany as the nucle
us. 51 Berlin, he said, would occupy a position similar to that 
of Babylon and Rome in the ancient world.52 On the south
eastern frontier of Europe, he intended to contract an alli
ance with Turkey for the purpose of guarding the Straits 
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and the Black Sea. On the northeast, Finland would become 
a protectorate of Germany, but there would be only one 
master on the Baltic Sea. That master would be Germany.53 

With the elimination of the Jews and other "undesirable" 
peoples in the eastern territories, Hitler expected to have 
living-space for the Germans from Hungary, Rumania, and 
South Tyrol. His long-term policy envisaged the resettlement 
of one-hundred million Germans in the east.54 In western 
Europe, the German Fuhrer hoped to retain most of the 
lands seized in the campaigns of 1940. Northern and eastern 
France, he said, were historically Germanic, and the coast 
of France would have to be retained for strategic reason.55 

The Mediterranean area was regarded as Mussolini's sphere 
of interest, but Hitler was not consistent on this point. Be
fore the war he had assured the Italian dictator that Ger
many would not claim any part of Yugoslavia;56 then, Italy's 
failure in Greece had opened the door to Germany's occupa
tion of both Greece and Yugoslavia. Hitler said he had no 
intention of retaining Crete, since this would require a Ger
man fleet in the Mediterranean, but he did hope to maintain 
on the island a center for the "Strength through Joy" organ
ization. 57 On one occasion, the Fuhrer spoke of seizing a part 
of Africa; nevertheless, when it appeared that General Rom
mell's army would enter Alexandria, Hitler said he would 
appoint no resident official, since Egypt was in Italy's 
sphere. Finally, in the Middle East, the Chancellor expected 
to conquer the oil lands of Mesopotamia. 58 

Hitler's effort to enlarge Germany's living-space at the 
expense of Russia was the greatest mistake of his career. For 
the very space he expected to acquire contributed to the 
defeat of the German armies and, hence, to the collapse of 
the Third Reich. A decade earlier he had written in the Mein 
Kampf that military decisions were more easily obtained 
against peoples living in restricted areas than against those 
who occupied large land-masses. The result of the Russian 
campaign, therefore, provides an ironic twist to the argu
ment Hitler originally propounded in support of his expan-

•• Ibid., 307, 324. 
•• Ibid., 275, 380, 445. After the Anschluss, the Germans in southern Tyrol 

began agitating to become a part of the Third Reich. Galeazzo Ciano, Ciano's 
Hidden Diary 1937-1938 (New York, 1953), 102-103. 

•• Hitler, Secret Conversations, 217, 358. 
••U.S., Akten zur Deutschen Auswiirtigen Politik 1918-1945 (Baden-Baden, 

1956), Series D, VI, 207-208. 
•• Hitler, Secret Conversations, 378. 
•• Ibid., 266, 465, 499. 
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sionist policy. Had a vacuum existed in eastern Europe, the 
lands seized by the German armies would undoubtedly have 
enhanced the power of the Third Reich. But no vacuum 
existed there. 

Assuming that Germany had a space-need problem, and 
one ought to emphasize that other European countries had 
the same problem, the solution would never have been 
achieved by Hitler, because his appetite for land was insa
tiable. Moreover, his racial views precluded any arrangement 
which would have allowed Germany to live in harmony with 
her neighbors. The Pan-German policy was disturbing 
enough, but the Fiihrer's total disregard for the rights of 
other peoples meant war to the end. Joseph Greiner, who 
knew the German Chancellor for almost forty years, says 
that Hitler was a hater of mankind. He not only hated the 
non-German peoples, but, when the German people would no 
longer accept the fate he had prepared for them, he hated 
them. And, as the end approached, he hated his party asso
ciates because they lacked his fanaticism. 59 

Hitler's living-space concept was exposed on the plains of 
Russia for what it was, a mirage. And the war, which began 
so favorably with the partition of Poland and which seem
ingly offered great prospects for the extension of Germany's 
Lebensraum, was not concluded until Russia, the intended 
victim, had taken over eastern Europe and Germany herself 
had been partitioned. 

•• Das Ende des Hitler-Mythos, 251. 
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