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THE TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING 

The twenty-sixth annual meeting of the South Carolina 
Historical Association was held Saturday, 7 April 1956, at 
the University of South Carolina campus in Columbia. Sixty
five members and numerous guests were in attendance. 

Following an informal coffee hour the morning session be
gan in the Russell House. Two papers were read, "Southern 
Legend: Climate, Or Climate of Opinion?" by William A. 
Foran, and "The Study of History in the Romantic Period, 
1815-1860," by George H. Callcott. Mr. Foran's paper was 
discussed by Ernest M. Lander. Mr. Callcott's paper was 
not discussed in the absence of the discussant, Frank Ryan. 

After a delightful luncheon the afternoon session was held 
at the State Archives Building. Here papers were read by 
Mrs. George Fisher ("John Barnwell and British Western 
Policy") and Albert N. Sanders ( "Teaching American His· 
tory With a South Carolina Accent"). Mrs. Fisher's paper 
was discussed by Bradley Barger. Mr. Sanders' paper was 
discussed by Newton B. Jones. 

The business meeting of the Association was a part of the 
afternoon session. At the business meeting the treasurer's 
report was approved and the editor's report was accepted. 
The following officers were elected for 1956-1957: President: 
Robert D. Ochs, University of South Carolina; Vice-Presi· 
dent: T. B. Alexander, Georgia Teachers College; Secretary
Treasurer: Jack K. Williams, Clemson College; Executive 
Committee Member: Charles Anger, The Citadel; Executive 
Committee Member: Newton B. Jones, Presbyterian College; 
Member, Archives Commission: C. E. Cauthen, Wofford 
College. 

A memorial to the memory of Dr. G. T. Prior, who died in 
June, 1955, was read by R. L. Meriwether. The memorial 
was written by Dr. Meriwether and J. H. Easterby. 

After some discussion a resolution offered by C. E. Cau· 
then concerning the teaching of history in South Carolina 
public schools was accepted by the Association. The resolu· 
tion is appended to these minutes. 

J. H. Easterby explained to the Association plans being 
made for a statewide celebration of South Carolina's 300th 
anniversary. The Association was invited to elect a member 
to the tercentenary committee, and Mrs. Arney R. Childs, of 
the University of South Carolina, was so elected. 
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At 5 P. M. the Association members were guests of Presi· 
dent and Mrs. Donald S. Russell at a tea held in their beau· 
tiful home on the University campus. 

The banquet session of the Association was held in the 
Russell House. Dr. Bernadotte Schmitt, visiting professor 
of history at the University of South Carolina, was the ban· 
quet speaker. 

The Executive Committee continued Daniel W. Hollis as 
Editor of the Proceedings of the Association. 

RESOLUTIONS CONCERNING THE TEACHING OF 
HISTORY IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

RESOLVED: 

I. That the South Carolina Historical Association en· 
dorses the inclusion in the public school curriculum of a 
chronological course in American History, followed by a 
chronological course in South Carolina History; 

II. That the teacher education course in South Carolina 
colleges and universities include a minimum of one semester 
and preferably a full year of South Carolina History; 

III. That the Executive Committee of the South Carolina 
Historical Association be requested to take such action as 
seems advisable to secure the adoption of these proposals. 



GRANVILLE TORREY PRIOR 

Granville Torrey Prior was born in Framingham, Massa· 
chusetts, in 1909. He graduated from Amherst College in 
1931 with the degree of A.B. and membership in Phi Beta 
Kappa. He received the M.A. of Brown University in 1932 
and the Ph.D. of Harvard in 1947, his dissertation being a 
"History of the Charleston Mercury, 1822-1852." He taught 
at Elon College, and was in 1936 appointed Assistant Pro· 
fessor of History at the Citadel with the rank of Second 
Lieutenant. He became Professor and Head of the Depart· 
ment in 1946, retaining that position' until his death June 
23, 1955, when he held the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. He 
died in a Philadelphia hospital and was buried in Fairhaven, 
Massachusetts. 

In his teaching Dr. Prior had marked success, both for the 
clarity and force of his presentation and for the personal 
respect and affection which came to him from his students. 
His careful and painstaking scholarship, and the many de
mands on his time, prevented his completion of two consid
erable pieces of research, but made it possible for the work to 
be carried on by others. He was active in city and state 
historical organizations, especially this Association, of which 
he was President in 1952, and the State Archives Commis
sion, of which he served as Chairman in the same year, and 
was held in high esteem by those with whom he was asso
ciated. In 1943 he married Miss Mary Elizabeth Barbot of 
Charleston, and is survived by her and a daughter, Elizabeth 
Torrey. 



SOUTHERN LEGEND: CLIMATE OR 
CLIMATE OF OPINION? 

WILLIAM: A. FORAN 

Historians of the South have a new problem. What has 
happened to the climate? Once the planter moved at a sedate 
pace which he believed the weather demanded. The huck
sters of the New South rush through burning July and 
August afternoons in mad pursuit of progress and the dollar. 
Southerners of 1850 believed their climate made anything 
except a negro-labor plantation economy impossible. By 
1950 every state development board below the Potomac trum
peted climate as one of the region's finest assets in creating 
a diversified life. The very ideal of southern loveliness has 
changed. "The Victorian modesty of the maiden has been 
replaced by a nakedness almost as complete as that of a 
pagan goddess."1 The Dixie belle prized a pure, creamy hue 
which she safeguarded by bonnets and voluminous crinolines. 
The new acme of southern comeliness is a sun-bronzed skin. 

Climate has not changed. It is the southern climate of 
opinion which has been transformed. Because the values, 
aims, and social structures are different in the New South 
from what they were in the Old, the sun, once regarded as a 
cruel and deterministic tyrant, has become a friend. 

Despite the change, climate as a prime influence in creating 
the antebellum South is still as much a part of southern 
thought and scholarship as pen and ink. By a strange men
tal lag the past is still interpreted in the past's own terms 
without reference to present reality. As though the climate 
theory had verisimilitude of a Euclidian demonstration, 
people generally believe that weather determined the profit
ableness of slavery and its relative position in the North and 
South. Climate according to legend, explained everything 
in southern culture. Whites could not endure the sun. Ne
groes could. They suited staple crops but could not handle 
trade, diversified farming or industry. Hence the South 
developed as an agricultural economy. Climate made life 
easy, led to indolence and easy manners. Climate shaped 
southern culture. So ran the legend. 

Nor have historians made the transition. For the most 
part they agree with the popular mind. "Let us begin by 

1 Francis B. Simkins, "The South," in Merrill Jensen, ed., Regionalism iii 
America (Madison, 1951), 163-164. 
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discussing the weather," wrote U. B. Phillips, "for that has 
been the chief agency in making the South distinctive."2 

Later scholars have evolved an almost classic climatic inter
pretation of the South's past. 3 Avery Craven is typical.4 

He listed climate as a primary factor in creating southem 
unity. Excessive sun and rain put unusual strains on houses, 
barns, and fences and lessened man's desire to repair them. 
All human constructions were hastened into "tumbled-down
ness." Nature was abundant and man's work disintegrated 
so fast, wrote Craven, that the South took on a careless tat
tered appearance. Heat slowed speech and action. Men 
seemed lazier than they were. Southern psychology took 
on the pattern of good natured submission to what could not 
profitably be resisted. 5 

Presumably the denizens of modern Heathwood and Belle 
Meade and of all those hundreds of other splendid suburbs 
beyond the mink curtains of Southern cities have never heard 
the climate theory of Craven and his colleagues. Awash 
with gleaming paint, surrounded by carefully erected and 
maintained fences, gardens, and manicured lawns, their 
creations stand, presumably, as monuments of futility, all 
unaware that a deterministic climate has doomed all things 
southern to be worn-out, tumble-down, tattered, and ram
shackle. What really has changed Craven's run-down Eden 
into the hustling, bustling New South? The sun and rain 
are the same. Aristocratic ideals, though, have become pluto
cratic. 

Craven's typical interpretation was reasonable compared 
to many conditions which historians have attributed to the 
southern climate. These range from the amusing through 
the fatuous to the fantastic. 6 Allan Nevins believed the 
southern climate not conducive to year around labor.7 What 
climate is? Work never stops in the New South. The obser-

• Ulrich B. Phillips, Life and Labor in the Old So1dh (Boston, 1929), 1. 
• Simkins, "The South," loc. cit., 147-172; Henry B. Parkes, The United 

States of America: A History (New York, 1953), 203-204; Harry V. Carmen, 
Social and Economic History of the United States (2 vols., Boston and New 
York, 1934), I, 388ff. 

• Avery Craven, The Growth of Southern Nationalism (Baton Rouge, 1953), 8. 
• The Northern climate was at least as hard on the establishments of man. 

Boyhood memories revive the very sound of house timbers cracking in the con
tracting cold of a winter's night like those of a ship on a reef, and of blizzards 
which popped nails and fastenings, burst pipes, unsettled chimneys, and peeled 
paint from houses and barns. 

• Samuel E. Morison and Henry S. Commager, The Growth of the Americaii 
Repitblic (2 vols., New York, 1940), I, 52. 

• Allan Nevins, The Ordeal of the Union (2 vols., New York, 1940), I, 493. 
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vation puzzles because Phillips believed that southern year
around labor made slavery profitable. The short season of 
the North eliminated it. 

Phillips himself noted that climate and cheap land pro
moted exploitive agricultural methods.8 Cheap land made 
American farming exploitive everywhere regardless of tem
perature. 

William P. Trent thought their climate made South Caro
linians peculiar.9 Carolinians generally believed in the cli
mate theory yet resented the charge when The National 
Intelligencer stated that climate and peculiar geography ac
counted for the exaggerated secessionism of the State in 
comparison with Georgia unionism.10 The Southern Press 
angrily retorted that the climate of the two states was much 
the same, and that the nation would learn that South Caro
lina's climate was much like that of Greece and Rome, "a 
pretty good latitude for a 'breed of noble men'."11 

Quoting a Dutch traveller, Phillips also blamed the climate 
for different southern and northern attitudes toward time. 
"'This ... makes the essential difference between a South
erner and a Northerner.' They are children of their respec
tive climes." This, Phillips has his Hollander say, " 'is why 
Southrons are so indifferent about time: They have three 
months more of it in a year.' " 12 But southern business men 
are now so time-conscious as to bewail lost opportunities be
cause their local brokers' offices are an hour behind the New 
York stock exchange in the summertime. 

Charles Beard demonstrated a typical sliding thought 
process. Following a classic climate interpretation of south
ern economics, he described the outdoor existence of the 
southern planter and his manor house, shooting jacket, life 
of leisure, cock fighting, and fox hunting. Readers were left 
with the impression that somehow it was all due to the cli
mate.13 Beard and his fellows might as well have been de
scribing the Squire Westerns of Fielding's England. Did 
climate dictate this aristocratic ideal? Apparently it had 

• Phillips, op. cit., 256. 
• William P. Trent, The Life of William Gilmore Simms (Boston, 1892), 42. 
•• The National Intelligencer (Washington, D.C.), January 14, 1851. 
11 The Southern Press (Washington, D.C.), January 14, 1851. 
11 A de Puy Van Buren, Jottings of a Year's Sojourn in The South, quoted 

in Phillips, op. cit., 251. 
18 Charles A. and Mary R. Beard, The Rise of American Civilization (2 vols., 

New York, 1926), I, 141. 



SOUTHERN LEGEND 9 

not so determined the middleclass aims of the seventeenth 
century South nor the plutocratic goals of the twentieth. 
The South has had a plethora of ideals. The climate alone 
has remained unchanged. 

Merle Curti, Richard Shyrock and others declared immi
grants avoided the South in the quarter century before the 
Civil War partly to avoid the southern climate.14 It did not 
seem to deter the Spanish, French, German, or Scotch-Irish 
of the previous century; it did not stop the constant seepage 
of Perrys, Hammonds, or Slidells into the region, nor appa
rently has it frightened the hundreds of thousands of North
erners, who in the last decade, have sought the southern sun. 

Historians are generally agTeed that weather made South
erners into a violent people. 15 Were not Francesco Sforza's 
Milan, Hitler's Berlin, Villon's Paris, Shakespeare's London, 
Capone's Chicago, and even Wild Bill Hickok's Deadwood 
all notably violent without being particularly hot-weathered? 

Similarly it is taken as axiomatic that Southerners favored 
wide halls and high ceilings because of the climate. Yet 
southern architects have largely abandoned these features, 
and possibly they were always more to be attributed to the 
neo-classical style than to the heat. These same broad halls 
and high ceilings were as much a part of classical buildings 
in Boston as in Baton Rouge. Southern nationalism, indeed, 
dictated the abandonment of the wide and free neo-classical 
in favor of the ginger-breaded, small-windowed, and cramped, 
neo-gothic, as being more in keeping with the spirit of south
ern culture.16 

A persistent thread running through the entire corpus of 
the historiography of the region is the idea that the South 
was and is a semi-tropical, even tropical land. The terms are 
used recklessly. Samuel E. Morison and Henry Steele Com
mager, in their highly regarded text, change the climate of 
Charleston from semi-tropical to tropical by merely writing 
an additional page.17 The insh;tence on the tropical might 
have developed out of the very dynamics of writing southern 
history. Historians begin where the colonists did, in the 
Tidewater regions of Virginia and the Carolinas, where the 

u Merle Curti, et al., An American History (2 vols., New York, 1950), I, 
503. 

1 • Parkes, op. cit., 216. 
16 Simkins, "The South," lac., cit., 164; Talbot Hamlin, Greek Revival Archi

tecture in America (New York, 1944), passim; Clement Eaton, A History of 
the Old South (New York, 1949), 67, 530. 

17 Morison and Commager, op. cit., II, 203-204. 
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term semi-tropical has some validity. Scholars generally 
have their say about the southern climate here, in conjunc
tion with very early colonial history. The reader is seldom 
informed that a dozen or at most a hundred miles back from 
the Atlantic the colonists emerged into a quite different 
climate. Almost never is he forced to grasp the fact that 
the Great South of the 1860 began at Mason's and Dixon's 
line, just twenty-five miles south of the Liberty Bell on Inde
pendence Square, and ranged on through :fifteen degrees of 
latitude. Almost every type of North American climate was 
encompassed from pleasantly-tempered Virginia and mag
nolia-scented Charleston to the artic blizzards of Texas. 

Quite possibly the legend of the tropical nature of the ante
bellum South was a European inheritance. 

The changed attitude of the Southerner toward his climate 
has come about, Francis Simkins declared, as the European 
fear of heat has been forgotten. 18 Englishmen, even highly 
placed ones, Charles M. Andrews noted, had but the foggiest 
notions of American geography, and continued to think of the 
colonial climate and produce in Oriental terms well toward 
the Revolution.19 

Regardless of origin the tropical theme was constantly 
emphasized. Simkins particularly insisted on the tropical 
nature of southern culture. In 1951 he quoted the English 
geographer E. N. Vallandigham to the point that: "Not else
where the world over have Englishmen lived continuously in 
large numbers under semi-tropical conditions for so much 
for three generations.20 And Simkins continued through a 
fairly long essay to interpret the South largely in terms of 
the adjustment of the Anglo-Saxon peoples to a sub-tropical 
environment. 

The idea of mcial adjustment has been a fascinating one 
to both scholars and Southerners.21 J. D. B. DeBow ac
counted for the relative progress of North America over 
South America to the Anglo-Saxon race, although the climate 
of the two regions, he declared, was virtually the same.22 

18 Simkins, "The South," lac., cit., 163. 
1 • Charles M. Andrews, "The Colonial Period of American History," quoted 

by Donald H. Sheehan, ed., The Making of American History (2 vols., New 
York, 1950), I, 25ff. 

20 E. N. Vallandigham, "Our Men of the Midi," Atlantic Monthly, XCIX 
(June, 1917), quoted in Simkins, "The South," lac., cit., 147. 

21 The word racial is here used popularly and incorrectly. 
•• William E. B. DeBow, "The South Atlantic States," DeBow's Commercial 

Review, VI (July, 1848), 8-9. 
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U. B. Phillips believed that easy going manners and apparent 
laziness in southern whites was due to the climate, but these 
same qualities in Negroes were inherited racial traits.23 

F. A. Ross felt that Europeans were softened by the sun. 
"The gentleman and lady of England and France, born to 
command," he said in 1857, "were especially fitted for their 
God given mission of uplifting and Christianizing the Ne
groes because they were softened and refined under our 
Southern sky".24 Another believed that heat brutalized. 
Hamilton J. Eckenrode wrote in 1923 that the Civil War was 
caused by the effect of the sun on the Anglo-Saxon. The 
Nordic race, he explained, distinguished by predominance ip. 
war and political capacity, had become "tropicized" in the 
American South. It had cast off its Northern idealism and 
had acquired a towering race pride. This new man, Ecken
rode insisted, was the one real creation of America. Nordic 
transformation in the hot lands of America was the main 
cause of the Civil War.25 

The entire concept of the American South as tropical is 
sheer madness. Were such representative and typical South
erners as Thomas Jefferson, Robert E. Lee, John C. Calhoun, 
"Marse" Henry Watterson, and Harry Flood Byrd really 
"tropicized Nordics", products of a tropical land? 

Climate has influenced Southern culture. This is not chal
lenged. The elevation of the idea into a deterministic abso
lute is doubted. Some have condemned the South to a posi
tion of permanent cultural inferiority because of the weather. 
More than a hundred years ago John W. Draper discovered 
that all of the world's geniuses and advanced civilizations 
lay within a certain temperature belt.26 The forty-fifth iso
therm was the fortunate region. William Faulkner should 
return his Nobel prize for Oxford, Mississippi, lay several 
hundred miles beyond the magic zone. More recently Arnold 
Toynbee has developed a similar theory.27 Massachusetts 
will always be superior to South Carolina, in the opinion of 
this Britisher, for it lies in an area of optimum challenge 

•• Phillips, op. cit., 262. 
•• F. A. Ross, Position of the Southern Church in Relation to Slavery, etc .... 

(New York, 1857), 68. 
•• Howard K. Beale, "What Historians Have Said About the Causes of the 

Civil War," quoted in Sheehan, ed., The Making of American History, I, 324-
343. 

•• John W. Draper, History of Intellectual Development of Europe (2 vols., 
New York, 1904), passim. 

27 Arnold Toynbee, A Study of History (New York, 1947), 147. 
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where climate stimulates man and his mind without being 
overpowering. Dixie, by contrast, offers a minimum chal
lenge which lulls man into a state of apathy. Curiously an 
Irish observer, Rebecca West, comes to exactly the opposite 
conclusion. She likened the heat of Greenville, South Caro
lina to that of the Spanish plains near Seville, yet noted an 
unusually active and hurried, bustling life. Miss West con
cluded that the climate created in man an unusual effort of 
exertion as though humans ,vere determined to deny the 
heat's enervation.28 

Climate does influence culture. Obviously Eskimos, Hot
tentots, and New Yorkers meet different weather challenges 
in different ways. But can historians speak glibly of a south
ern climate, much less of a tropical one, of a land whose 
rainfall varies from zero to seventy inches a year and whose 
territory covers :fifteen degrees of latitude? The Great South 
lies entirely within the temperate zone. Agreement is now 
gneral that English North America presented few, if any, 
problems of climatic adjustment.29 Certainly none of real 
significance until European man emerged onto the arid plains 
of the Far West. 

Careful scholars recognize climate as a factor but hesitate 
on specifics of its influence on the enormously varied South. 
Frederick Jackson Turner stated it did not by itself explain 
the South.30 Avery Craven declared that no scholar could 
consider the South as a physiographic unit.31 And what has 
the devotee of the legend to say of the southern spring which 
gives its soft promise in February and early March and lin
gers on into late May? And what of the Dixie autumn, the 
blue and gold days of which stretch almost to December with 
climatic conditions about as ideal as the human race has a 
right to expect? Do the four hot months completely counter
act the wonderful eight? 

There was and is a South. But can mere weather or geog
raphy define that elusive quality of Southernism? The At
lantic tidewater where the South began and where Negroes 
might have been essential because of their supposed immun-

28 Rebecca West, "A Reporter at Large: Opera in Greenville," The New 
Yorker, June 14, 1947. 

2• Morison anad Commager, op. cit., I, 204; Curti, et al., I, 17; Oliver P. 
Chitwood, A History of Colonial America (New York, 1931), 17 ff. 

•• Frederick J. Turner, The Significance of Sections in American History 
(New York, 1932), 203-205. 

81 Craven, op. cit., 8. 
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ity to local disease was not the South of 1860. Some equate 
the South with cotton. 32 The assertion is valid in many 
ways. The definition does eliminate, however, the non-cotton 
South, conscious of its Southernism, which existed before 
1793. A South existed before the cotton. There is still a 
South, a Southern unity and consciousness, though cotton 
no longer dominates the economic life of the region. South 
Carolina is not now a predominantly cotton state but who 
cares to deny its Southernism? To equate the South with 
cotton is to choose but one small segment, a glorious portion 
true, but still only a part of the long panorama of southern 
history. 

Climate did not determine in any absolute fashion that the 
cotton-Negro-plantation culture complex should be reborn 
in the decade after the American Revolution. Cotton, Ne
groes, and plantations were all present in the South before 
1793, yet at that date cotton had made little progress, slavery 
and the plantation were dying institutions. The cotton blos
som was blown over the South by factors which had nothing 
to do with the weather,33 such as Mr. Whitney's invention, 
rich new western lands and an insatiable English market. 
Cotton itself was something of a democratic crop. Much of 
it was always grown by small-farm whites. Comparative 
cotton maps of 1860 and 1920 reveal much about climate and 
cotton. Before the War it was believed cotton was best 
suited to the lowland black belts. Little was grown in the 
extreme uplands which, in 1920, were exactly the area of 
heaviest production.34 Climate, one concludes, while aiding, 
did not determine cotton or Negroes, and to define the South 
exclusiv~ly in terms of the fleecy fiber fails to explain ade
quately the mystery of Southernism. 

Edgar T. Thompson categorically denied any relation 
between climate and the plantation. "The plantation is not 
to be accounted for by climate," he wrote. It was a political 
institution not restricted to any climatic situation. They 
have ranged from Egypt to Ireland. He believed the entire 
climate-plantation theory, so basic to the thought of U. B. 

32 Leland D. Baldwin, The Stream of American History (2 vols., New York, 
1952), I, 31. 

33 Phillips, op. cit., 225. A devotee of the climate-cotton interpretation, Phil
lips admitted that it was really the spectacular profits to be realized in the early 
cotton years that was chiefly responsible for the end of industry and diversified 
farming in the South. 

•• This thesis may be found in many places. See Harold U. Faulkner, Ameri
can Political and Social History (New York, 1952), 298-299. 
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Phillips and the scholarly generations which have followed 
him, to be a defense mechanism-an element of mental re
sistance to change, an idealogy which rationalized an existing 
social order. Climate, Thompson concluded, did not pro
duce the plantation. It was an idea produced by it as was 
cotton. It made God and his immutable laws of nature a 
shield against the critics of the South both past and present. 
Climate made southern culture moral and correct by divine
right.35 

Mr. Phillips made the Negro the central theme of southern 
history. He was close to the truth, yet the colored man and 
climate is in itself a moot problem. Mason's and Dixon's 
line divided the slave states from the free in 1860. This 
parallel of north latitude must have had a magical climatic 
quality to have produced Thaddeus Stevens a few miles to 
the North of it, Edmund Ruffin and George Fitzhugh a few 
score miles to the Southward. Characteristic institutions of 
northern and southern culture can sometimes be found on 
either side of a river a half mile wide. John B. McMaster 
professed to have noted a marked deterioration in culture 
when he crossed the Potomac.36 An anonymous planter who 
moved across the same stream in 1824 wrote that culturally 
his entrance into Virginia marked his arrival in a foreign 
country.37 Can it really be that climate was such a powerful 
influence that the ten degrees of latitude which lay between 
New York and Jacksonville, all in the temperate zone, could 
have created, in less than two centuries, two cultures so dis
tinctly different that war alone seemed a solution to their 
differences? It is a doubtful theorem. 

One of the prime aspects of the southern legend is. that 
white men could not labor under the hot southern sun and 
that Negroes were essential. Thomas R. R. Cobb wrote of 
the Negro in 1858 : "His black color peculiarly :fits him for 
endurance of the heat of the long-continued summer."38 
Chancellor Dew quoted the Scots historian Robertson to the 

3 5 Edgar T. Thompson, "The Climatic Theory of Plantations," Agricultitral 
History, XV (January, 1941), 49-61; Kenneth Stampp, The Peculiar Instittt
tion (New York, 1956). Mr. Stam pp, whose book appeared after the delivering 
of this paper, agrees that climate did not determine slavery nor the plantation. 
See pp. 5ff. 

•• Conversation of the author with Eric F. Goldman, 1937. 
87 "The Prospects and Policy of the South . . .. " Southern Quarterly R eview, 

XXVI (October, 1854) , 433 ff. 
•• Thomas R. R. Cobb, An Inquiry into the Law of Negro Slavery in the 

United States of America (Philadelphia, 1858), I, 23-24. 
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same point in The Pro-Slavery Argument, and Thomas Coop
er reflected general opinion when he declared: "Nothing will 
justify slave labor ... but the nature of the soil and climate 
which incapacitates a white man from laboring in the sum
mer time .... " 39 

Apparently these rules did not apply to the Irish. Crom
well thought them well suited to slave labor in the West 
Indies. 40 Other thousands were imported into the American 
South to dig canals, drain swamps and clear forests, work 
so dangerous that valued Negroes were withdrawn from it. 
Nor did the rules apply to the tens of thousands of ante
bellum Southern yeomen who labored check by jowl with a 
slave or two or none at all. Whites today participate in all 
the grueling work of field and forge. They drive tractors 
through burning Carolina afternoons and tend the fiery 
furnaces of Birmingham. Modern scholarship has complete
ly abandoned the idea. Allan Nevins stated: "Slavery did 
not represent an effort to escape ... a fierce sun and high 
temperatures."41 Leland Baldwin believed the idea has "long 
since been exploded."42 

The legend has a reverse side. The North avoided Negroes 
and slavery because the cold climate made their presence 
impossible. Negroes work throughout the North now, and 
after the Civil War many thousands either moved North or 
were brought there as laborers and strike breakers. What 
marvelous change took place in the North American climate 
or in the Negroes' metabolism which unfitted him for life in 
the North in 1860 but made it possible five years later? 
Negroes were imported into the northern states from earliest 
times. From the beginning many worked as slaves on Rhode 
Island and New York plantations.43 Additional thousands 
of Negroes were brought North at very early dates and 
worked both in freedom and slavery as domestics, skilled 
weavers, cobblers, carpenters, wheelwrights, blacksmiths, 
iron-workers, and coopers: "Trades they had learned on the 
plantations of the South or in the shops of the towns".44 As 

•• William Harper, et al., eds., The Pro-Slavery Argument (Charleston, 
1852), 343; Thomas Cooper, Lectures on the Elements of Political Economy 
( Columbia, 1826) 95-96. 

' 0 Beard, op. cit., I, 105. 
"Nevins, op. cit., I, 414. 
" Baldwin, op. cit., I, 164. 
"Chitwood, op. cit., 421. 
"Arthur C. Bining, A Histor_v of the United States (2 vols., New York, 

1950), I, 108. 
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early as 1760 there were 87,000 Negroes in the North.45 New 
York did not remove the last vestige of slavery until 1825.46 

Dr. Phillips argued elaborately in his American Negro 
Slavery that the institution was particularly suited to the 
South because of the simple farm operation required in cot
ton production. The exceptionally long crop-year allowed 
much hand labor which made slavery profitable, due to the 
short time the Negro had to be supported in idleness. 47 These 
arguments bear scrutiny better than most, yet in less skillful 
hands they become absolute. Actually, slaves were used in 
antebellum times and are now in highly skilled farm and 
mechanical operations. The idea that Negro and slave labor 
were necessarily crude is a mere part of the general legend. 
Many Africans had reached high artistic levels and had ac
quired many skills in their homeland. They proved to be apt 
and skillful artisans in the South. It is doubtful that the 
relatively more complex routines of the Northern farm would 
have presented a'. problem to the Negro, especially in view 
of the fact that Northern farming was itself a crude trade 
before 1860.48 

Central to the entire issue is the question of profit. Here 
legend is completely deterministic. Slaves, like water, 
sought levels. The institution would exist where profitable, 
disappear elsewhere. The South had slavery because it was 
profitable. The North abolished slavery for the opposite 
reason. Climate determined the ledger. Stephen Douglas 
stated it perfectly: "We in Illinois tried slavery while we 
were a Territory, and found it unprofitable; and hence we 
turned philanthropists and abolished it."49 

The profitableness of slavery anywhere in the United 
States is still a highly debatable question. Moderns doubt 
that it ever equalled free labor, certainly not in general social 
values, and probably not on the balance sheet. Though still 
a matter of controversy, many scholars hold that it was not 
profitable in the plantation South. Dr. Leland Baldwin 
summed up the mass of literature on the subject with the 
declaration that throughout the South generally cotton was 

•• Harry J. Carman and Harold C. Syrett, A History of the American 
People (2 vols., New York, 1952), I, 39. 

•• Beard, op. cit., I, 651-652. 
"Ulrich B. Phillips, American Negro Slavery (New York, 1918), 205ff. 
•• Baldwin, op. cit., I, 164; Craven, op. cit., 270; Phillips, Life and Labor in 

the Old Soitth, 256. 
•• C01igressional Globe, 36th Congress, 1st Session, 915. 
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grown at a loss by 1850, and that even in the rich lands of 
the West slave-grown cotton seldom returned more than two 
percent profit. 50 Why did the South then not give up slav
ery? Though losing money it was never more firmly wedded 
to the institution than on the eve of war. Briefly the South 
was attached to slavery not because it was profitable, but 
because of a great mass of psychological and social values, 
the very qualities which were denied to have motivated the 
North to its abolition. There are other possible reasons. 
The supply of white indentured servants increased in the 
North after 1700, just when it failed in the South, causing a 
labor shortage, which in fact was the basic reason for the 
great increase in slaves. Soil and topography rather than 
climate eliminated slavery in New England. German and 
Quaker dislike for slavery slowed it in Pennsylvania.51 

They seemed to prefer the white indentured laborer. Per
haps Douglas and the South were right in contending that 
the North turned philanthropist when money was to be no 
longer extracted from Negroes. Nevertheless, it is a fact 
that the Massachusetts Supreme Court in freeing the slaves 
in the Quack Walker Case ( 1781) declared that slavery could 
not exist in a State whose Constitution declared " 'All men 
are born free and equal' ".52 

Historians are prone to think of slavery and its expansion 
exclusively in terms of the plantation. Thousands of slaves 
were used as domestics in the South. Northern climate did 
not hamper such use. Kitchens in New York as well as in 
Richmond were probably hot enough for anyone. Similarly, 
tens of thousands of slaves, and increasingly so toward 1860, 
were hired out as artisans, mechanics, and as general non
agricultural labor in the South. If this was profitable in 
Atlanta, why not in Altoona? 

A related problem was the use of slaves in industry. Wil
liam Gregg believed that they would make good factory 
hands. Both George Fitzhugh and The Southern Press re
peatedly urged the South to build up its industrial resources 
by the use of slaves as factory hands. Horace Greeley ran 
a series of articles on the issue and concluded, strangely 
enough, that slaves would be superior to free labor in this 

50 Baldwin, op. cit., I, 650-651; Stampp. op. cit., passim. Stampp asserts that 
slavery was profitable. See pp. 382-418. 

51 Chitwood, op. cit., 421 ff. 
52 Baldwin, op. cit., I, 274. 
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capacity. Slaves were used with good success at the Trede
gar Iron Works in Richmond and elsewhere throughout the 
South.53 If the climate-profit theory interpretation is cor
rect two questions beg for answers. If slaves were profitable 
at Tredegar why not in Pittsburgh? If slaves are used 
wherever profitable why, did the South generally refuse to 
use slaves in factories? Whatever the answers are it is 
obvious that climate was not a factor. Social values were 
more important. William Gregg envisaged factories as a 
social corrective to poor-white degeneration, and most South
erners believed that the Negroes place was in the fields, not 
at the forge.114 

The idea of climate was quite possibly a greater influence 
on southern culture than the actual weather. It was a 
weapon in the conflict between those who were the preservers 
of the status q11,o and those who saw a southern future in 
progress. Conservatives held that the weather made any
thing except a black, labor-plantation economy impossible. 
"The Southern states are not and cannot become a manufac
turing nation. We have not a population equal to the culti
vation of our soil," resolved a Charleston convention in 1820, 
"and the insalubrity of our climate forbids the hope that this 
deficiency will soon if ever be supplied by a population of 
white laborers."55 

Preachers of the gospel of industrialism, contrarily, 
thought the southern climate wonderful. Speaking before 
the South Carolina Institute at Charleston in 1855, James 
L. Orr strongly urged his state toward manufacturing. He 
vigorously attacked the planter belief that the climate pre
vented manufacturing. Among several pointed examples, 
Congressman Orr reminded his audience that New England 
built several hundred ships a year, ships that carried south
ern cotton to Europe despite the ice and snow of northern 
latitudes, which shut down building for six months in the 
year. These and many other manufacturing processes would 
actually be aided by the openess of the southern climate. 56 

•• Craven, Southern Nationalism, 248; George Fitzhugh, Sociology for the 
South (Richmond, 1854) chap. x; Carmen, op. cit., II, 425; The Southern 
Press, August 20, 1850; New York Weekly Tribune, February 9, 1856. 

•• Broadus Mitchell, William Gregg: Factory Master of the Old South 
(Chapel Hill, 1928), 23 ff.; Craven, op. cit., 248. 

•• William M. Meigs, The Life of John Caldwell Calhoun (2 vols., New 
York, 1917), I, 325. 

•• James L. Orr, "Development of Southern Industry," De Bow's Review, 
XIX (July, 1855), 1-22. 
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If climate was in very fact the determinant of slavery why 
did the northern and southern people almost universally 
refuse to heed the reasonable and yet frantic pleas of Polk, 
Pierce, Buchanan, Stephen Douglas, and Daniel Webster 
that the destiny of the South's "peculiar institution" be left 
to the Almighty in the regions of the West? Webster's 
"Seventh of March" speech was almost entirely based on 
what he called an "Ordinance of God" ; that slavery never 
could exist in the Territories because climate and soil for
bade it. 57 The same argument became the stock-in-trade of 
Douglas in the Kansas debates and in his utterances down 
to 1860.58 

Historians have unmercifully belabored the South for pre
cipitating strife over a mere principle, a useless abstraction 
which could not possibly add an acre of slave lands where 
climate willed it could never go. Allan Nevins followed the 
fashion. Speaking of Oregon and the South's determination 
to possess it, he launched an attack on the South. "Every
body knows," he declared, "that climate, soil, and the views 
of the early settlers made all idea of slavery in Oregon pre
posterous."59 Did the American people, firm believers in 
the climate theory, as we are told, really fight those tremen
dous emotional battles of the 1860's over a mere abstraction, 
a principle, a point of honor? Historians themselves are 
confused. They declare in their explanation of slavery that 
all men are their greedy selves, and that slavery went wher
ever profitable. Simultaneously we are asked to believe that 
in the fifties Southerners were forcing an issue which could 
not possibly be profitable. V\Thy do economic interpretations 
on the Atlantic become matters of honor beyond the Mis
souri? It suggests that the generation of the ,var suspected 
that slavery could be made as profitable in Pennsylvania, 
Indiana, or Kansas, as it was in Tennessee and South Caro
lina or even more profitable, particularly in industry, than 
it was in the exhausted soils of the South. The alarm and 
fear with which the North greeted the Kansas-Nebraska bill 
take on heightened significance if a doubt is raised that 
Southerners believed that climate was anything more than a 
convenient politician's formula then and a southern apology 
in later generations. Was Lincoln merely mouthing words 
when he declared that the nation could not exist half slave 

• 1 Congressional Globe, 31st Congress, 1st Session, 476 ff. 
•• Ibid., 36th Congress, 1st session, 915 ff. 
•• Nevins, op. cit., I, 24. 
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and half free? Did he suspect that slavery could be made 
a national institution as Calhoun always held it to be? 

Can any doubt be raised? Jefferson Davis, Robert Toombs, 
and John C. Calhoun vigorously denied that climate excluded 
slavery from New Mexico or California.60 The North was 
particularly alarmed over the Nebraska bill and unjustly 
coupled it with the southern demand for the reopening of the 
African slave trade.61 They took it as a drive to people the 
far West with slaves. Robert Barnwell Rhett declared 
Kansas to be the finest slave land in the world, and Allan 
Nevins argued, learnedly, that both the Missourians and the 
South generally believed slavery perfectly possible in Kan
sas.62 Nevins agreed and attributed the southern failure 
there not to climate but to "Texas fever", the greater attrac
tiveness of Texas for migrating Southerners.63 The climate 
of opinion was more important than the actual climate. 
Slavery was a hot-house plant. It could exist only in a fav
orable mental climate. Kansas did not offer the prescribed 
social environment. Texas did.64 

Symptomatic of southern thought was a letter of R. W. 
Habersham of Beaufort, South Carolina, to the editor of The 
National I ntelli,qencer in 1856. He obviously assumed that 
climate did not bar slavery from any western territories, and 
proposed a compromise. Slaves should be introduced into 
the West, but only as perpetually bound domestics and field 
hands. Habersham believed his proposal would avoid con
flict with skilled white labor and lull the fears of northern 
businessmen that the South really aimed to use slaves in 
mining and manufacturing. Habersham thought it possible 
to use slaves as a supplementary labor force to eliminate the 
drudgery of pioneering. A Northerner's reply emphasized 
the fear of slaves in manufacturing. He could not believe, 
the Yankee asserted, that slaves would not be put to manu
facturing during the long winter months.65 

The suspicion was not entirely unwarranted. South Caro
lina newspapers frequently carried letters from Oregon, Cali
fornia and elsewhere in the Far West indicating that slavery 

6° Craven, op. cit., 68-75. 
0 1 Allan Nevins, The Emergence of Lincoln (2 vols., New York, 1950). 
6 2 Orangeburg (S.C.) Soitthron quoted in Abbeville (S.C.) Banner, May 13, 

1856. 
63 Nevins, Ordeal of the Union, II, 116-117, 304-305, 384. 
5 • Ibid. 
65 The National Intelligencer, May 23, July 12, 1856. 
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was not only perfectly possible there but that the settlers 
were frantically seeking slaves as servants and miners. 
A. G. Guthrie, Governor of Oregon Territory, wrote a long 
public letter to Horace l\fann arguing that slavery was pos
sible and urgently needed in the Far West. 66 

Significantly neither John C. Calhoun nor William H. 
Seward believed the climate theory. During the debates of 
1850 the South Carolinian declared that the South had fallen 
behind the North because repeatedly it had been forced in 
the Northwest Ordinance, the Missouri Compromise, and the 
Oregon settlement to give up lands suitable to slavery.67 

William Sevrnrd agreed with the Carolinian. Specifically 
repudiating the Websterian theory, the New Yorker de
clared: "Sir, there is no climate uncongenial to slavery." No 
southern statesman, he remarked agreed with Webster's 
"Ordinance of God". The New Yorker gave a long historical 
review of slavery in every climate under the sun. "Sir, I 
might rely on climate if I had not been born in a land where 
slavery existed-and this land-all of it north of the fortieth 
parallel of latitude-and if I did not know the struggle it 
has cost and which is yet going on to get complete relief from 
the institution .... " He concluded with a question: "Was 
the Ordinance of 1787 necessary or not?" Certainly Jeffer
son was not being merely whimsical in writing into it the 
prohibition of slavery in the lands above the Ohio.68 

What has changed the Southern attitude toward the 
weather is beyond the scope of this essay. Ice, refrigeration, 
and air conditioning have undoubtedly exerted their influ
ence. Control of disease is probably a factor of even greater 
importance. Basically, the changed social values have been 
paramount in changing the Dixie snn from tyrant to friend. 
Since the climate of the South has not changed it is suggested 
that the South and "Southernism" have not been shaped by 
the blind, deterministic forces of nature but by mental pat
terns and postures. Perhaps the entire change is a sort of 
last Yankee trick, as Francis Simkins seemed to believe. 
"Because of the tyranny of books and magazines imported 
from strange climes," he wrote, "Southerners have lost their 
fear of the sun and have been prompted to debauch their 
climate heritage, to build artificial lakes, treeless lawns, 

•• The Mercury (Charleston, S.C.), January 12, February 7, 1852; Edgefield 
(S.C.) Advertiser, July 22, 1857. 

67 Congressional Globe, 31st Congress, 1st Session, Appendix, 269-276. 
•• Ibid., 31st Congress, 1st Session, 263-266. 
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and lowroofed houses without porches or blinds," and to 
accept, along with most Americans, the blue-eyed blonde 
with the bronzed skin as the ideal of feminine beauty.69 

He lamented that such carpetbagging ideas do not become 
the South. The sun must be returned to its former awesome 
place in the mental climate of Southerners. Simkins de
manded a return to the tangled garden, the shady trees, and 
high roofed halls of antebellum days. He does not so much 
long for the old climate as he feels nostalgic pangs for the 
old climate of the mind. Southerners, he concluded, "have 
as much right to their peculiar tastes as do other peoples."7° 

Manifestly climate as an historical interpretation was 
never the determinant of the history books and legends. At 
best it is a controversial and tricky weapon, a two-edged 
sword, in the hands of a scholar of the South. The entire 
subject, it would seem, is in need of a complete reappraisal. 
An exhaustive survey would be a fascinating and possibly 
fruitful adventure in the history of an idea and its influence 
on the culture of the South. 

•• Simkins, "The South," loc, cit., 164. 
•• Ibid. 



JOHN BARNWELL AND BRITISH 
WESTERN POLICY 

MRS. GEORGE FISHER 

John Barnwell, Dissenter, Indian fighter, colonial agent, 
and imperialist had come to South Carolina in 1701 from 
Dublin, Ireland. 1 The exact date of his birth is unknown, 
but it is thought that he was born in County Meath, Ireland, 
about the year 1671-2.2 For having abandoned the Roman 
Church and becoming a Protestant, he was ostracized and 
disinherited by his family, including his mother, and driven 
from his father's castle. John Barnwell left Ireland whence 
he went first to Bermuda and finally, about the year 1701, to 
Charles Town in South Carolina. 

Upon his arrival in Charles Town, at approximately thirty 
years of age, Barnwell was befriended by Chief Justice Nich
olas Trott and was appointed Deputy Secretary and Clerk 
of Council, by Sir Nathaniel Johnson. 3 He was soon after 
appointed Deputy Surveyor General. 

Although in office and a churchman himself, Barnwell nat
urally took the side of the Dissenters in the Church Act 
troubles of 1704-7 by opposing the efforts of the administra
tion party in their attempt to exclude Dissenters from the 
government. 4 Upon being turned out of his offices, Barnwell 
apparently retired in 1706 to Port Royal in Granville County 
to rebuild his fortunes. 5 He appears to have become the 
owner of about 5,000 acres of land, including a number of 
islands in Granville County. The 544 acre plantation on 
which Barnwell lived was situated at the northern end of 
Port Royal Island and lay directly across from the Yamasee 
lands. 

Close friend and neighbor on this frontier was Thomas 
Nairne. Throughout his life Nairne served the province in 

1 Postscript to a letter from John Pope, alderman of Dublin, subsequently 
Lord Mayor of Dublin, to John Herleston in South Carolina, dated Dublin, 
December 1, 1708, quoted in "Barnwell of South Carolina," South Carolina 
Historical and Genealogical Magazine (hereinafter cited as SCHGM), II 
(1901), 47. 

2 Edmund K. Alden, "John Barnwell," Dictionary of American Biography 
(20 vols., New York, 1929), I, 639. 

• "Barnwell of South Carolina," Zoe. cit., 47. 
'This discussion is based largely upon the works of W. J. Rivers, Edward 
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Indian troubles and was chief among those demanding ex
pulsion of the Spanish and the French from the west and 
southwest. His expansive views of western policy were 
shared by Barnwell, whose life was spent in devotion to the 
same policies.6 Barnwell is described by Crane as being 
"after Nairne the ablest frontiersman in the province."7 

The Dissenters regained control of the Assembly in 1707, 
and shortly afterwards Barnwell was elected a member of 
the Commons House. He served repeatedly in this capacity 
and was made comptroller of the colony.8 

From the beginning Carolina existed as an exposed colony 
against the Spanish of Florida and numerous powerful tribes 
of southern Indians.9 When John Barnwell came to the 
province in 1701, the population was approximately 5,000, 
with most of the inhabitants living within a few miles of 
Charles Town. The Port Royal region was still frontier. 
Neglected by the Proprietors and unsupported by the Crown, 
the Carolinians had pushed the first frontier of the prov· 
ince--the frontier of Indian trade and Indian alliances
farther into the wilderness than English traders had dared 
elsewhere. Indian diplomacy was centered in Indian trade. 
When the French began to occupy the lower Mississippi 
Valley and the adjacent Gulf Coast, they found themselves 
challenged at every point by the Charles Town trader. Al
though filled with cheating licentuous practices, the Carolina 
Indian system had been the means of frontier expansion so 
that all along its reaches the English were successfully com
peting with the Spanish and the French. The Angl0>-French 
conflict for North America was the great issue in the south.10 

Queen Anne's war was recognized by a few individuals on 
the southern frontier, Blake, Moore, Nairne, Barnwell and 
others, as the foreshadowing of the later decisive conflict, the 
French and Indian War. 

Indian trade alliances were supplemented by partisan war-
fare carried on by feuds instigated between tribes and by 

• Ibid. 
7 Ibid., 194. 
• "Barnwell of South Carolina," Zoe. cit., 48; "Journal of John Barnwell," 

Zoe. cit., 392. 
• The information regarding the southern frontier and the Carolina Indian 

trade is based largely upon the works of Verner W. Crane, who has examined 
extensively Spanish and French documents, as well as documents in British 
and American archives. 

10 C. M. Andrews, "Anglo-French Commercial Rivalry, 1700-50: The West
ern Phase," American Historical Review, XX (1914-1915), 546. 
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raids by Carolina Indians under white leadership. Such 
were the expeditions during Queen Anne's war, when Guale, 
Timucua, Apalache, and St. Augustine were invaded in 1702, 
1703, 1704, 1706, and 1708. South Carolina was attacked 
in retaliation in 1706. This invasion was the first of the 
many military expeditions which engaged the major portions 
of Barnwell's life in the colony. 

The Yamasee War of 1715-16 resulted in serious losses to 
the colony. In terms of empire, South Carolina's influence 
had notably declined. The Spanish and French took advan
tage of South Carolina's plight, the Spanish becoming con
tenders for the alliance of the Creek Indians, for generations 
custodians of the wilderness balance of power, and the 
French securing the most valuable position in the southern 
Indian country, the forks of the Alabama. 11 

Of immediate concern to the province were the defense of 
the border and the reconstruction of the Indian system. 
Commanding the inland passage to Florida and the river 
route to the interior, Port Royal was one of the keys to the 
southern border. 12 Cruising from Port Royal to St. Augus
tine and from Stono to Port Royal, the scout-boats under 
the command of Colonel John Barnwell were part of the Port 
Royal guard against Indians and other enemies.13 The 
whole system of Indian trade regulations was altered in the 
Act of June 3, 1716, which set up a public corporation of 
five commissioners, subject to the instructions of the Com
mons Honse, and the first commissioners, one of whom was 
Barnwell, were named in the act. 14 

By the summer of 1719 new raids had begun along the 
southern border, and evidence of French and Spanish coop
eration was found in the presence of a French privateer at 
St. Augustine. The failure of the Proprietors to afford any 
assistance against these incessant Indian attacks was one 
of the chief factors, after the Yamasee ,var, motivating the 
inhabitants of the colony to overthrow the government of 
"The True and Absolute Lords Proprietors of the Province 
of Carolina." 

In March of 1720 Barnwell journeyed to England, having 
been chosen by the colonists to supplement the existing 

11 Crane, op. cit., 184-185. 
12 Ibid., 191. 
1 • Ibid., 190. 
"Indian Books (MS, South Carolina Archives Department), July 4, 1716. 
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agent, Joseph Boone, in laying their case before the crown. u; 
He was to obtain a confirmation by the British government 
of the revolution accomplished in the colony and to persuade 
London to place the colony immediately under royal govern
ment.16 With the institution of royal control over the col
ony, it was hoped that there would be adopted also a strong 
program of frontier defense. Evidence that such a mission 
had been in the mind of the old soldier as early as 1712 is 
found in a statement from a letter he wrote to Governor 
Hyde of.North Carolina: 

And if I live to go to Great Britain, I do not doubt so 
to represent you that if the Lord Proprietors do not find 
a more advantageous way o~ rewarding your industry 
of serving their interests, that at last South Carolina 
may be offered you, besides my blood lost in South Caro
lina, and the misery I do still undergo for their sakes.17 

When Barnwell arrived in London, the great South Sea 
Bubble craze had just begun. At this time negotiations for 
the boundaries of British and French colonies in North 
America, as provided by the peace of Utrecht, were about to 
begin. The Board of Trade as never before, was seeking all 
possible information regarding English western claims and 
French encroachments. As a veteran of Queen Anne's War, 
of Tuscarora War, of the Yamasee War and of numerous 
expeditions against the Spaniards and Indians at St. Augus
tine, John Barnwell possessed first hand knowledge of the 
Indian and Spanish frontiers from Virginia to Florida. 
Since he was one of the greatest planters of the Port Royal 
district, he had a direct interest in safeguarding the harassed 
southern border. Having held every provincial office except 
governor,1 8 he had standing as a colonial expert which the 
average agent, chosen from the merchant group in London, 

1 • The importance of the position of agent during the whole colonial period, 
so much greater than now commonly realized, was exemplified on this as on 
many another occasion when the political and economic interests of the province 
demanded special care. David Duncan ·wallace, The History of South Carolina 
(4 vols., New York, 1934), I, 251; Edward McCrady, The History of South 
Carolina Under the Proprietary Government, .1670-1719 (London, 1897), 656; 
Joseph W. Barnwell, "Dual State Governments-Carolina in the Revolutions 
of 1719, 1776, and 1876," Dawson's Phamphlets, XVIII, 1880. 

1 • McCrady, op. cit., 656. 
17 Journal of the Commons House of the Assembly (MS, South Carolina 

Archives Department, hereinafter cited as JCHA), August 18, 1712; North 
Carolina Colonial Records, I, 903-905. 

18 Calendar of State Papers, Colonial Series, America and West Indies (here
inafter cited as CSP), XXXII, 146. 
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seldom possessed. Probably no American was better quali
fied to achieve his purpose than this Port Royal planter and 
veteran of Indian wars. In London his advice was sought 
by the Azilia promoters, by the Board of Trade, Lord Town
shend then president of the Privy Council, and he is credited 
with having largely written the instructions to the governor 
of South Carolina in 1720.19 With Boone he was a frequent 
visitor at the lodgings of General Francis Nicholson, veteran 
colonial official who was soon to go to Carolina as provisional 
royal governor.20 

After hearing the testimony of two of the Lords Proprie
tors regarding Carolina, the Board of Trade requested the 
attendance of Colonel Barnwell, concerning whom the Pro
prietors had stated: Most of the maps yet extant of those 
parts are erroneous, as Colonel Barnwell, who is reputed 
to be among the English, the best acquainted with that coun
try, reports, and who is now preparing a map.21 

With Boone, Barnwell attended the Board of Trade for 
the first time on August 16. The agents brought with them 
several papers, among them those entitled "Copy of a peti
tion of the inhabitants of South Carolina to His Majesty", 
and "Copy of an Act for supporting the Government of Caro
lina under Governor Moore or any Succeeding Governor''.22 

The assumption of the Provincial government by England 
naturally was to lead to the strengthening of the defenses 
of the Colony to the southward. The Ministry was urged 
by Barnwell and Boone to imitate the French policy of 
securing the frontiers by establishing forts all along the 
southern and western borders, on the Chattahoochee, the 
Tennessee, and the Altamaha. 

Basing his program upon the Indian system of South 
Carolina, Barnwell's plan was conceived on a continental 
scale, its object being to offset the rapid expansion of French 
influence all along the back of the English seaboard colonies 
and to extend South Carolina's control over the Indians as 
far west as the Mississippi, from the Gulf to the 36th parallel 
of latitude. In a series of documents which the Carolina 

1 • Crane, op. cit., 228-229. 
20 Many years later the Rev. James McSpaison of Rhode Island wrote that 

in 1720 he was in London "and often saw the Provincial Agents at the lodgings 
of my great friend and parton, General Francis Nicholson." W. Updyke, His
tory of the Episcopal Church in Narragansett ( 1847), Appendix, 488. 

21 Journal of the Commissioners for Trade and Plantations (hereinafter cited 
as JET), IV, 189. 

22 Ibid. (July 28, 1720), 189. 
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agents now filed with the Board of Trade, these proposals 
with supporting arguments were elaborated. Laying the. 
groundwork of an imperial western policy, the suggestions 
of Barnwell were to be almost literally reproduced by the 
Board of Trade in its notable reports upon South Carolina 
in 1720.23 

A set of answers to the Board's queries of 1719 along with 
"An Account of the proper places fit for Garrisons in Caro
lina and the absolute necessity for doing the same speedily" 
and a table of distances between the proposed forts were 
submitted.24 The agents based the claims of Carolina upon 
the charters and upon the Indian alliances. Their claims 
were more clearly set forth in these documents than any
where else.25 The whole Indian country from the Cherokee 
Nation westward along the Tennessee to the Mississippi, the 
Gulf Coast from Apolache Bay nearly to Pensacola, and the 
lands of the Creeks and the Chickasaw were claimed by the 
Carolinians. 

To maintain these boundaries, to check further encroach
ment upon British territory, and to hold the Indian trade, 
the agents specified six strategic locations in the south which 
should now be fortified. Port Royal should be made into a 
port of entry and the magazine of supply for the entire south
ern frontier. A store or buck fort should be built at Savan
nah Town to guard "the ordinary thoroughfare to the 
Westward Indians." A similar fort was at Palachacola 
Town, and, most important of all, the mouth of the Alta
maha should be fortified. Westward, English influence 
would be supported by a post on the Chattahoochee at the 
crossing of the trading path. The French should be com
pelled to surrender Fort Toulouse as a usurpation. Other
wise another post should be built upon the Tennessee River.26 

This scheme of Barnwell's for frontier posts was worked 
out in detail only for the southwest, but it was applicable 
to the whole continental frontier. All plans for defense were 
considered with the idea that Nova Scotia was the northern 
frontier and South Carolina the southern frontier against 
the encroachment of the French. The records of the Board 
of Trade show that "the state and defence of the province 

2• Crane, op. cit., 220, 229. 
"'For full account see Pi{blic R ecords of South Carolina, VI, 78. 
•• Crane, op. cit., 230. 
26 Transcript of South Carolina Documents in Public Record Office ( Sains

bury transcripts), VII-XI (1720-1725), August 23, 1720. 
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of Carolina and Nova Scotia" were considered regularly 
throughout August and September.27 That Barnwell ex
pected these projected forts to become centers of settlement 
as well as defense and that the whole project was applicable 
to Nova Scotia, Virginia and the Bahamas as well as to Caro
lina is indicated by other memoranda. According to his plan 
the lands immediately adjacent to the forts should be re
served for the support of officers and troops, or granted under 
castle-guard without quit-rents to attract traders and plant
ers who would assist in defense. 28 

That Barnwell and his colleagues had made a strong im
pression on the Board of Trade was soon evident. Within a 
week from the first presentation of the plan for frontier forts, 
the plan together with the draft of instructions for a Gov
ernor of Carolina was endorsed almost verbatim by the 
Board of Trade to the Lords Justices. 29 The location of the 
Carolina posts was to be left to the discretion of the Governor 
of South Carolina. The only part of this systematic program 
of defense that the Privy Council could be persuaded to adopt 
was the plan for the establishment of the isolated border 
post of Fort King George on the Altamaha river, there being 
a special urgency in securing the river Altamaha. Its pur
pose was to assert English sovereignty in that region and, 
as a key to the over-land route to the Gulf, to close that door 
to the French and to keep it open for the English. Its loca
tion was a direct affront to Spain, but it was intended pri
marily against French aggression. However, the discussions 
of 1720-21 marked an important stage in the development of 
British imperialism and particularly of British western 
policy in the face of French encirclement. It is the opinion 
of Crane that the provincial origins of that policy are in
dubitable.30 

The Board adopted a memorandum of instructions for the 
"Commander of the Independent Company designed to erect 
a garrison at Altamaha in South Carolina", drawn up by 
Barnwell. He wrote: 

Consult with the most intelligent persons upon the 
place whether it may be convenient to make your garri-

21 J BT, IV (August 26, 27, 30, 1720), 204, 205; (September 5, 1720) 206. 
28 Crane, op. cit., 231. 
2 • JET, IV (August 30, 1720); CSP, XXXII (August 30, 1720). 
•• Crane, op. cit., 233. 
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son on the Island known by the name of St. Symon, att 
ye mouth of the sd. river than on the main land.31 

The Privy Council readily approved the action of the 
Board of Trade, and the necessary instructions were written. 
On September 20, 1720, General Francis Nicholson was 
sworn in as Governor of South Carolina, but he did not go 
to Carolina for several months afterward. He, with Boone 
and Barnwell, continued in attendance upon the Board of 
Trade in consultation about the affairs of the colony, endeav
oring to provide for its security and to obtain military sup
plies.32 Barnwell's last recorded appearance before the 
Privy Council was on November 23, 1720, when he and Boone 
conferred with them regarding the boundaries of North 
Carolina. 33 

At the time of Barnwell's arrival in England, before the 
collapse of the South Sea stock, Sir Robert Montgomery was 
promoting a scheme for the settlement of a colony to the 
south of Carolina to be called Azilia. Commending his 
"worthy design of planting Azilia", Barnwell wrote Mont
gomery a letter which was conspicuously displayed in both 
the Golden Island tracts. By September, 1720, the situation 
was greatly altered and with it Barnwell's attitude. The 
Privy Council, having accepted the results of the revolution 
of 1719, was sending out a provisional royal governor and 
was establishing a garrison at Altamaha on the southern 
margin of Azilia.34 But as Crane points out, the Azilia 
"bubble" had already burst.35 

Thus the actual English occupation of the old Spanish 
province of Guale, the future English colony of Georgia, 
was begun in 1721 with the building of Fort King George. 
It is pointed out by Crane that neither Spanish claims to 
Guale nor the military value of the post in shielding the 
Carolina border from the Spanish and the marauding Yam
asee was mentioned as important reasons for its location. 
Altamaha was intended, as was Georgia later, as a strategic 
move in the Anglo-French conflict for the west. Altamaha 
in 1721, not Oswego in 1727, saw the inception of the British 

81 Transcript of South Carolina Documents in Public Record Office, 172; 
JET, IV (September 15, 1720); CSP, XXXII (September 23, 1720). 

•• JET, IV (September 22, 1720) , 213. 
•• CSP, XXXII (November 23, 1720), 198. 
•• Crane, op. cit., 213. 
•• Ibid., 214. 
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eighteenth century scheme of frontier posts to counteract 
French expansion ; Fort King George rather than Azilia 
pointed the way to the establishment of the frontier colony 
of Georgia. 36 With the issuance of the report of the Board 
of Trade upon South Carolina and the representation in 
September 1721 upon the state of the colonies, British west
ern policy may be said to begin. 37 

The H.M.S. Enterprise dropped anchor at Charles Town 
harbor on May 22, 1721, with Governor Francis Nicholson 
and John Barnwell-both imperialists-and the royal troops 
aboard. Since Nicholson was urgently needed at Charles 
Town, he was unable to undertake the Altamaha expedition 
as he had planned. Instead he agreed with the Council that 
Colonel John Barnwell should be given the command. Nich
olson and the Council entrusted the management of the proj
ect to Barnwell as the commander of the southern scouts, 
and he was ordered to write out his own Commission and 
Instructions. 38 

As was his custom, Barnwell kept Nicholson informed of 
all the details of the expedition by means of a journal. On 
July 6 Barnwell was ready to sail southward from Port 
Royal, now called Beaufort, with 26 scouts, "all drunk as 
beasts", but "greatly useful for such expeditions as these if 
well & Tenderly managed" ;39 two Indians and a white saw
yer with his Indian slaves, all aboard a sloop; a whale boat; 
and Barnwell's periago. Barnwell described himself as in 
good health when he left Beaufort, but he suffered during 
most of the expedition with a return of flux as a result of the 
following incident. One of the men, drunker than Barnwell 
realized, pretended to carry him aboard. Stumbling, he fell 
ducking Barnwell over his head in water. "Unwilling to go 
ashore again and dry myself least the men disperse and run 
away, I lay all night wett, my linnen being on Board the 
sloop."40 

Barnwell thought that the best location for the large 
permanent fort was St. Simon's Island.41 The construction 
of the temporary fort at Altamaha was a Herculean task. 
Barnwell had selected a site on the northern branch of the 

•• Ibid., 234. 
81 Ibid., 220. 
•• SCPR, IX, 47. 
•• SCH GM, XXVII, 193. 
' 0 Ibid., 194. 
"Ibid., 202. 



32 THE SOUTH CAROLIN A HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 

Altamaha formerly occupied by the Huspaw Indians. 42 

Except for a few trading posts, this was the first English 
settlement in Georgia. 43 It was planned by Barnwell to be a 
temporary shelter until a strong fort that would command 
all the mouths of the Altamaha, as well as the sea-approach, 
could be constructed on St. Simon's Island. 44 There being 
no timber available within three miles, the small fort planned 
by Barnwell was to be built of cypress planks four inches 
thick which was found to be musket proof. One hundred 
pieces of cypress a foot square and twelve feet long were 
needed for the job. He wrote: The Cypress can't be gott 
out of the swamp without wading naked up to the waist or 
Sometimes to the neck, which is a Terrible Slavery, and 
Especially now in the dog days, when musketoes are in their 
Vigour. 45 

Barnwell's plan for frontier fortification had assumed 
that each frontier post would become a center of English 
settlement with land-grants for towns. 46 However, the land 
office at London remained closed from 1719 to 1730. Settle
ment of the frontier was jeopardized by the land policy of 
the Lords Proprietors as well as the dubious constitutional 
status of the colony.47 

Not until 1736, after the death of Barnwell, did his pro
gram for the fortification and settlement of the southern 
frontier against the French and Spanish reach its logical 
conclusion in the establishment of the march colony of 
Georgia. A little over two weeks elapsed between the Board 
of Trade's instructions on June 10, 1730, to Governor Robert 
Johnson, successor to Nicholson, for the establishment of 
townships on the Carolina rivers of Savannah and Altamaha, 
and the first interview on June 26 between Edward Ogle
thorpe and Sir John Percival, projectors of the charitable 
settlement of Georgia. The fact that from February until 
May of that year Oglethorpe had had the cooperation of two 
members of the Board of Trade in his prison investigations 
bears directly upon the location and border character of 

•• Ibid., 196. 
•• The maps and plans for Fort King George may be found in C. 0. Maps, 

Georgia, 1, 3, 4, S, 7, 8, Several of them have been reproduced in the Crown 
Collection, Series III, 132, 133f, 13Sf, 137. Crane, op. cit., 237. 

"See C. 0. Maps, Georgia 3, for Barnwell's chart of St. Simon's harbor, 
September 2, 1721. 

•• SCH GM, XXVII, 197. 
•• For full program, see SCPR, VIII, 168-191. 
.. Crane, op cit., 282. 
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Oglethorpe's colony.48 When, in 1736, Oglethorpe built 
Frederica on St. Simon's Island, the ideas of Barnwell, 
Nicholson, and the Board of Trade were being carried to 
completion.49 

In 1724 Colonel Barnwell agreed to undertake for the 
second time the commission to England as special agent of 
the colony. Death prevented fulfillment of this mission. He 
was buried at Beaufort in the yard of St. Helena's Episcopal 
Church which had just been built that year. Having been 
twice enlarged, the building now covers his grave, which lies 
directly below the chancel. An enclosed tomb at the' back 
of the church commemorating his memory is inscribed "Col. 
John Barnwell-Tuscarora-Died June 1724."50 

•• Ibid., 318. 
•• Ibid., 251. 
• 0 SCH GM, XXXII, 263. 
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TEACHING AMERICAN HISTORY WITH A 
SOUTH CAROLINA ACCENT 

ALBERT N. SANDERS 

Coleman Livingston Blease once said: "I am satisfied that 
whatever history is written as to me, if it is written by my 
friends, will be fair, and if written by my enemies[,] it will 
be an infamous lie .... " 1 With that statement he joined a 
veritable army of personalities who have heaped upon his
torians charges that they misuse history. From Napoleon 
Bonaparte's "a fable agreed upon" through Henry Ford's 
"bunk" to Voltaire's "a pack of tricks we play upon the dead" 
there is a persistent emphasis upon its falsity. 2 

In resistance to these charges the professional historian 
bas become "scientific," documentation has become a fine art, 
and the search for and evaluation of sources goes on unceas
ingly. Lack of bias, reluctance to interpret data, and the 
detached approach have become criteria of the integrity of 
the historian. Yet in his novel, Nineteen Eighty-Four, 
George Orwell bas the Party build its thought control pro
gram around a slogan: "Who controls the past ... controls 
the future: who controls the present controls the past."3 

That statement implies a broader mission for the historian 
than a mere collector, organizer, and disseminator of data. 
C. Vann Woodward maintains that "as custodian of the past 
and keeper of the public memory, the historian under modern 
conditions fulfills an even more responsible and vital role, 
that of guardian of the future. To defend history as well as 
his own integrity, the historian must forever contest the 
control of the past with 'those who control the present.' " 4 

This broader task is complicated for the historian-teacher 
of American history in South Carolina by three factors: ( 1) 
the American custom of regarding history as an oracle that 
has an answer appropriate to every occasion, ( 2) the de
mands Americans make of history, and ( 3) the fact that he 
is (generally at least) a Southerner working in South Caro
lina. 

1 Annual Message, January 13, 1914, Reports and R esolutions of the General 
Assembly of the State of South Carolina for ... 1914 (3 vols., Columbia, S. C.: 
State Printer, 1914), III, 62. 

• See C. Vann Woodward, "Can We Believe Our History?" Johns Hopkins 
Magazine, February, 1954, 2-6ff. 

"George Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four (New York, 1949), 35. 
• "Can We Believe Our History?" loc. cit., 16. 
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The common use of history as an oracle creates problems 
for the historian-teacher. Periodically, the United States 
Supreme Court consults the ancient writs to probe the inten
tions of the fathers of the past so that they might be inter
preted for the present. Periodically, those in charge of the 
country's foreign policy utilize history as the basis for for
eign policy decisions. Washington's Farewell Address has 
been used to condone either isolationism or interventionism 
as the situation requires. Periodically, the students and 
colleagues of the historian-teacher turn to him and say, "You 
are a historian. What does it all mean? Where are we 
going? What is to become of us?" And the historian is 
expected to delve into the sources, turn again to the great 
folk-gods, find the "message for the day," and assure them 
with Browning's Pippa that God's, in his heaven and all's 
right with the world. If he is reluctant to perform the ex
pected consultation of the omens, the audience passes on 
to other oracles. 

The historian-teacher loses stature with his colleagues and 
students also when he refuses to accede to the many demands 
which Americans make on history. "Myth-hungry and leg
end-starved" Americans have made a series of folk-gods of 
their political and military heroes. They have romanticized 
the Davy Crocketts and the Casey Joneses. In the absence 
of real barons, they have peopled the past with robber barons. 
For a people's mythology they have created the Washington 
myth, the Jefferson myth, the Lee myth, and the Lincoln 
myth. If the historian-teacher refuses to participate in hagi
ography, he is suspect as an intellectual, an "egg head." 

The most personality-jarring complication occurs when 
the southern historian-teacher begins teaching United States 
history. In this day when nationalism, Americanism, con
formity, and orthodoxy are the great virtues, he is imme
diately suspect when he opens his mouth and Dixie-tinted 
accents roll forth to suggest mildly that it is no more ridicu
lous for a South Carolinian to eat hot biscuits for breakfast 
than it is for a Bostonian to eat codfish. Particularly, when 
both of them know that the "standard" American breakfast 
is fruit juice, cereal, toast, bacon, and eggs. Now that he 
is tarred with the brush of being pro-South Carolinian ( and 
this is particularly un-American), the historian-teacher must 
re-establish his orthodoxy and his professional integrity. 
For years he has heard southern teaching of American his-
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tory criticized as "unbiased history from the rebel viewpoint" 
or "the teaching of U. D. C. propaganda as American his
tory" and such epithets. Now he must prove that he is un
biased, that he is a scientific historian, and that he ap
proaches his subject from a non-southern frame of reference. 

In, many ways his job is made easy for him. Take the 
selection of a text for example. Beside my desk is a book 
shelf containing largely publishers' samples of texts. Of the 
group seven cover American history since 1865. Harry J. 
Carman's and Harold C. Syrett's second volume of A History 
of the American People5 is a widely adopted text. The index 
shows eleven entries under the heading "China" and ten 
entries under he heading "South" since Reconstruction.6 

The new edition of John D. Hicks, The American Nation,7 
has in its index thirty-two entries under "China" and twenty
five entries under the "'South" since Reconstruction.8 Louis 
Morton Hacker and Benjamin B. Kendrick, The United 
States Since 1865,9 has nine entries for "China" and eight 
entries for the "South" since Reconstruction.10 Samuel Eliot 
Morison's and Henry Steele Commager's second volume of 
the Growth of the American Republic11 shows seven index en
tries for "China" and only one for the "South" since Recon
struction.12 Hacker and Helene S. Zahler in The United 
States in the Twentieth Oentiiry13 have five entries for the 
"South" and eight entries for "China."14 Harvey Wish's Con
temporary America15 has no index heading for "South" and 
seven entries for "China."16 

These texts have much in common. They were all pub
lished by northern publishers. The authors were all north
ern born, trained at northern, western, or European uni
versities. The authors, with one short-term exception, never 
taught or studied south of the Potomac and Ohio rivers. If 
entries in the index can be used as a criterion, all of these 

• New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1952. 
• Ibid., iv, xxi. 
7 Third Edition. New York: Houghton-Mifflin, 1955. 
• Ibid., lxxiv, xcv. 
• New York: F. S. Crofts and Company, 1945. 
10 Ibid., 807, 819. 
11 New York: Oxford University Press, 1942. 
12 Ibid., 762, 780. 
13 New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1952. 
u Ibid., 637, 687. 
1 • New York: Harper and Brothers, 1948. 
1 • Ibid., 698, 712. 



TEACHING AMERICAN HISTORY 37 

authors felt that since 1876 China has influenced American 
history more than the South.17 

These works show considerable influence of the Adams 
papers. The long line of literate Adamses left voluminous 
personal papers which have long been available to the his
torian. The contribution of Henry Adams in his nine-volume 
History of the United States diiring the A.dministrations of 
Jefferson and .Madison18 is well known. These excellent and 
available materials have "Adamized" and "New England
ized" many a history text. The historian-teacher, influenced 
by the Adamized version of American history, will lament 
over British short-sightedness in preventing the coinage of 
pine tree shillings and never mention the struggle over paper 
money in South Carolina. He will, however, maintain his 
scholarly integrity. 

Similarly, the history of the American frontier has been 
pretty thoroughly "Turnerized" due to the great work of 
that mid western historian Frederick Jackson Turner. 19 In 
teaching of the trapping and fur trading frontier the his
torian-teacher will evaluate the Ohio Valley and Albany as 
trading centers. He will describe the intrepid trappers and 
traders of John Jacob Astor's American Fur Company as 
trailfinders to the West-and completely overlook Charleston 
as the metropolis of a great Indian trade empire extending 
over land claimed by Spaniard and Frenchman from the 
point where the Ashley and Cooper rivers form the Atlantic 
Ocean westward to the Red River Valley. Henry Woodward 
and his vision of an Indian trade empire are largely un
known even in South Carolina, the child of his dream.20 

Too carefully, the historian-teacher maintains a lack of 
bias. He eliminates any South Carolina loyalty he might 
have and teaches American history a la Adams, a la Turner, 

17 Jaque Cattell, ed., Directory of American Scholars (Lancaster, Pa., 1951), 
158, 176, 367, 414; Who's Who in America (Chicago, 1952), XXVIII (1954-
1955), 423, 1911, 2049. 

Hicks taught two years at the North Carolina College for Women. 
Frank Lawrence Owsley, Oliver Perry Chitwood, and H. C. Nixon, A Short 

History of the American People, (New York, 1948), was the exception to this 
generalization. The authors of this volume were Southern-trained historians. 
There was only one entry for "China" in the index while there were fifteen 
for the "South" since Reconstruction. 

18 New York, 1889-1891. 
1 • Avery Odelle Craven, "Frederick Jackson Turner," in William T. Hut

chinson, ed., The Marws W. Junegan Essays in American Historiography 
( Chicago, 1937), 252-270. 

20 See Verner Winslow Crane, The Southern Frontier, 1670-1732 (Durham, 
1928), passim. 
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a la anything north of the Potomac and Ohio rivers or west 
of the Mississippi. And he prides' himself upon being 
"scientific." 

There is also a variety of historian-teacher who retreats 
into a "cloud-cuckoo land" of reaction and escape (many 
historians have some infusion of this virus). The teacher 
of South Carolina history is peculiarly subject to this refuge 
into sentimentality. He reads Ludwig Lewisohn's "South 
Carolina, a Lingering Fragrance"21 and recalls the "first real 
American civilization" where Sir Walter Scott was a major 
prophet, cotton was king, the Negroes were all Aunt Jemimas 
or Uncle Remuses (never an Uncle Tom), and the whites 
were all ladies and gentlemen. He reads William Gilmore 
Simms, James Street, and Margaret Mitchell, confuses fact 
and fiction, and deplores the crude hustle and bustle of the 
present. Like William Watts Ball and David Duncan Wal
lace, he feels that little worthwhile has happened since Wade 
Hampton and his Red Shirts rode the str€ets of Columbia. 
Wallace's South Carolina: A Short History, 15<E0-194822 

has 700 pages of text of which 613 pages cover South Caro
lina through "Readjustment under Hampton" and 87 pages 
the era since. Although the title states that the book covers 
South Carolina history to 1948, Edgar A. Brown does not 
appear in the index. James F. Byrnes is discussed in twenty
five lines23 while the Cash-Shannon duel of 1880 warrants 
thirty-nine lines.24 

As a result of the all-too-often bi-forcated approach to his
tory, the historian-teacher keeps South Carolina history and 
United States history in separate mental compartments. 
One body of information is lovingly encased in magnolia 
leaves and is sometimes brought out shamefacedly by the 
historian as one might display a beloved childhood toy. The 
other is energized by Adams, spread by Turner, and omits 
the South in general and South Carolina in particular except 
as the cause of an unpleasant nineteenth century incident 
which really interfered with the magnificent fl.ow of events 
that is the true American history. 

Such a historian is not maintaining his integrity as the 
custodian of the past and the guardian of the future on two 

21 Nation, CXV ( 1922), 36-38. 
22 Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1951. 
•• Ibid., 677. 
"Ibid., 612-613. 
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counts. In the first place, most of the students are born here 
in the South; they are being schooled here; the bulk of them 
are going to live here. To them the United States begins 
right here on these red hills, broad acres, swamps, dunes, or 
piney woods as the case may be. Their adjustment to the 
American scene is from this frame of reference, this Baconian 
cave. Yet the sources that should help them understand 
their heritage do little or nothing to fit them into their local 
and regional civilization. The public schools have New 
York-oriented texts and Columbia University-oriented phi
losophy. The teaching is nationalistic in its emphasis. 
Movies, television, and radio contribute little to the under
standing of the United States west of the Hudson River or 
east of the hundredth parallel. The newspapers use the 
national wire services, national advertising, syndicated col
umns, and syndicated cartoons. The churches are part of 
regional or national synods, conventions, or provinces and 
use uniform literature and standard programs. With few 
exceptions, the old soldier and the old maid aunt who steeped 
the youngsters in their traditions are gone. The resulting 
uniformity of media produces an "average American"-a 
generation of Babbitts without the regional variations pos
sible in a diverse country such as ours. 

The students develop no roots deep into the soil from 
which they sprang-into their rich and unique heritage. 
Lacking loyalties to their regional civilization, they feel no 
urge to enrich it. Yet they want to fit into their heritage; 
they want to "belong" here in South Carolina and in the 
South-not in a nebulous world community or even a 
D. A. R.-American Legion type of America.25 

In the second place, teaching American history with a 
South Carolina accent is not a problem; it is a challenge, an 
opportunity. South Carolina and the South do have a posi
tion that is eccentric in the United States. It is this eccen
tricity, however, that makes Southerners better understand 
the position of the United States in the mid-twentieth cen
tury world than can Americans from other regions. 

As C. Vann Woodward points out 
... it is not the South but America that is unique among 
the peoples of the world .... The collective will of this 
country has simply never known what it means to be 

25 See A. Whitney Griswold, "What We Don't Know Will Hurt Us,'' 
Harper's Magazine, CCIX (July, 1954), 76-82. 
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confronted by complete frustration. Whether by luck, 
by abundant resources, by ingenuity, by technology, by 
organizing cleverness, or by sheer force of arms America 
has been able to overcome every major crisis-economic, 
political, or foreign-with which it has had to cope .... 
The legend has been supported by an unbroken succes
sion of [eight] victorious wars .... This unique good 
luck has isolated America ... from the common experi
ence of mankind, all the great peoples of which have 
without exception known the bitter taste of defeat and 
humiliation. It has fostered the tacit conviction that 
American ideals, values, and principles inevitably pre
vail in the end ... that we are somehow immune from 
the forces of history.26 

In other words history as it has happened to all the peoples 
of the world except to non-Southern Americans has hap
pened to the South. It has known defeat and humiliation. 
It has known long, grinding poverty. It has had to accom
modate itself to conditions it swore it would never accept. 
The South's participation in the American legend of irre
sistible success, progress, and victory has been largely vica
rious. 

Out of this unique heritage the intelligent Southerner 
has developed an awareness of the feelings of other peoples 
toward the United States. In our generation it has made its 
contribution. It was an adopted South Carolinian that 
conceived the League of Nations. It was a president with 
Confederate ancestors that conceived the Truman Plan for 
Greece. It was a Virginia product that conceived the Mar
shall Plan for the reconstruction of Europe. It was a South 
Carolinian Secretary of State that fought the Morgenthau 
Plan for Germany. The southern legacy of awareness and 
understanding has made its contribution for this generation. 
It should be preserved for the next. 

How can the historian-teacher help achieve this? Can 
American history be viewed through southern eyes without 
bias but with integrity and a valid orientation? Let me ask 
you a dozen questions about how you accent your American 
history course. 

2 • "The Irony of Southern History," J 011rnal of So11thern History, XIX 
(February, 1953), 3-4. 
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1. Do you spend as much time explaining the uniqueness 
of the Carolina-Barbadian relationship as you do the unique
ness of the Pilgrim fathers? 

2. Do you emphasize South Carolina as the "Southern 
frontier" against Spain with the same vigor as you emphasize 
New England and New York as a frontier against France? 

3. Do you point out the existence of the Spanish frontier 
as the reason for the Charleston city state, the military tra
dition in South Carolina, and the favor with which Great 
Britain looked upon the development of the colony? 

4. In discussing intercolonial cooperation and the begin
nings of American nationalism do you emphasize the Pequot 
War and the New England Confederation of 1636 but omit 
the Yemassee War of 1718 which involved twenty-two Indian 
tribes and the colonies of Virginia, North Carolina, and 
South Carolina? 

5. Do you discuss the democracy of the frontier and its 
effects upon the older settlements and omit the Compromise 
of 1808? 

6. In discussing the cattlemen's frontier do you talk of 
Cowpens and ear marks or Abilene and hunch brands? Do 
you exploit the long drive to Charleston as a precedent to 
the long drive up the Chisholm Trail? 

7. You teach of Wade Hampton and his Red Shirts, but 
what do you do with Wade Hampton the ex-Whig of the 
Wormley Conference or the successful seeker of rivers and 
harbors appropriations? 

8. In discussing railroad development you talk of the dis
criminations against the farmers of Kansas. What do you 
do about Wall Street control of Southern railroads to pro
duce a Southern colonialism in agriculture and industry? 

9. Do you teach the Populist Movement without Pitchfork 
Ben Tillman or the rise of the demagogs without Cole L. 
Blease? 

10. Do you draw parallels between the Harding-Coolidge 
desire for less government in business and more business in 
government and the rise of the Barnwell Ring? 

11. Do you teach of religious prejudice in' politics using 
Jim Farley in 1940 and Al Smith in 1928 but omitting 
Byrnes' defeat by Blease in 1924 when his boyhood Cathol
icism was an issue? 
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12. Do you teach of the discriminations against immi
grants without mentioning the bitterness of the South Caro
lina low-country against the Scotch-Irish of the back
country? 

The list could be lengthened but the challenge to the his
torian-teacher of American history with the South Carolina 
accent is obvious. He must maintain his integrity to his 
tradition. He must do this without depracating the con
tributions of existing historiography. Rather his contribu
tion must be in the bringing in of new materials and broad
ening the base of American historiography. His interpre
tations must refocus the attention of historians on the whole 
of the American story. The study of American history 
should be the study of all the United States. It should not 
be distorted by over-emphasis on one section, one group of 
cources, or any single interpretation-regardless of whether 
it reeks of codfish, pine tar, or buffalo chips. 



CONSTITUTION 

I 

The name of this organization shall be The South Carolina Historical 
Association. 

II 

The objects of the Association shall be to promote historical studies in the 
State of South Carolina; to bring about a closer relationship among persons 
living in this State who are interested in history; and to encourage the preser
vation of historical records. 

III 

Any person approved by the executive committee may become a member 
by paying $4.00 and after the first year may continue a member by paying 
an annual fee of $4.00. 

IV 

The officers shall be a president, a vice-president, and a secretary and 
treasurer who shall be elected by ballot at each regular annual meeting. A list 
of nominations shall be presented by the executive committee, but nominations 
from the floor may be made. The officers shall have the duties and perform 
the functions customarily attached to their respective offices with such others 
as may from time to time be prescribed. 

V 

There shall be an executive committee made up of the officers and of two 
other members elected by ballot for a term of three years; at the first election; 
however, one shall be elected for two years. Vacancies shall be filled by election 
in the iame manner at the annual meeting following their occurrence. Until 
such time they shall be filled by appointment by the president. The duties of the 
executive committee shall be to fix the date and place of the annual meeting, 
to attend to the publication of the proceedings of the Association, to prepare 
a program for the annual meeting, to prepare a list of nominations for the 
officers of the Association as provided in Article IV, and such other duties as 
may be from time to time assigned to them by the Association. There shall 
be such other committees as the president may appoint, or be instructed to 
appoint, by resolution of the Association. 

VI 

There shall be an annual meeting of the Association at the time and place 
appointed by the executive committee. 

VII 

A. The Association shall publish annually its proceedings to be known as 
The Proceedings of the South Carolina Historical Association. It shall con-
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tain the minutes of the annual meeting together with such papers and docu
ments selected by the executive committee as may be published without incurring 
a deficit. Each fifth year, beginning in 1956, the Proceedings shall include a 
copy of the constitution and by-laws of the Association. 

B. All papers read at the annual meeting shall become the property of the 
Association except as otherwise may be provided by the executive committee. 

C. The executive committee shall annually elect an editor of the Proceedings. 
He shall have authority to appoint an associate editor and shall be a member 
of the executive committee, but without vote. 

VIII 

This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members pres
ent at the annual business meeting. 
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