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The daring and controversial advertisements that rescued a 
struggling textile business and made Springs Cotton Mills one 
of the giants of the industry are examined in the State Museum’s 
upcoming art exhibit.

Through dozens of works of art, Between the Springmaid Sheets 
tells the story of Springs, a struggling enterprise in 1931 when 
dashing World War I flying ace Col. Elliott Springs inherited his 
father’s business.  

Between the Springmaid Sheets opens April 26 and explains how 
the brilliant and daring Springs used racy images and innuendo-
laced text to catapult his struggling cloth business to prominence 
following World War II.  

“The principle focus of the exhibition and accompanying 
catalogue is the collection of original maquettes (illustrations) 
and associated advertisements by internationally known 
illustrators such as James Montgomery Flagg, George Petty 
and Rockwell Kent,” said Karen Derksen, director of Winthrop 
University Galleries, who curated the exhibit for Winthrop in 2012.  
“Through these illustrative works, Between the Springmaid Sheets 
explores the motivations and societal circumstances that built 
the successful brand still known today as Springmaid.”

Springs began commissioning artwork depicting attractive 
young women as his “Springmaids.”  The ads were considered 
risqué at the time (and some still are), but the controversy only 
promoted the product even more, and the legendary marketing 
savant restored Springs Mills to prosperity by the 1950s.  

Between the Springmaid Sheets Opening April 26

Springmaid Logo by Rockwell Kent
Woodblock print, 6 1/8 x 7 1/8 inches
Collection of Springs Close Family Archives

Cover: “Be Protected” by Fritz Willis, circa 1947 • Watercolor 
 Collection of the Springs Close Family Archive

While the advertising industry initially called Springs’s ads “degrading,” today 
his potpourri of risqué images, puns and double entendres are studied at major 
universities around the world.

Advertising alone didn’t turn the company’s fortunes around, however.  Savvy 
business moves on Springs’s part had the mill manufacturing not just cloth, 
but finished textile goods, primarily bed sheets, after World War II.  Springs also 
modernized and expanded the company.

Realizing that the success of this new structure depended on a national market 
for his finished textiles, Springs devised a nationwide ad campaign that provoked 
but with humor, that combined the ridiculous with the sublime by transforming a 
typical sexy ad into a cartoon.

Nearly 20 years earlier, Springs had proposed the idea to his father, and in the 
post-war world he brought out his concept of cartoons laced with witty double 
entendres.  It was as clever as it was risqué, and its intellectual properties caught 
the public imagination, and its dollars.

Captions often described the action in the cartoon, and the images became 
known by these descriptions: “A Buck Well Spent,” “Clothes Make the Man, or How 
to Put the Broad in Broadcloth,” or “You Can’t Go Wrong on Fort Mill Sheets.”  The 
attractive “Springmaids” depicted in the ads often were modeled for the drawings 
by female employees of the company.

 “Winthrop Galleries is grateful to the South Carolina State Museum for its support 
of this exhibition and excited that Springs’s important legacy in advertising history 
is reaching a greater audience,” said Derksen.

Between the Springmaid Sheets can be seen through Sept. 8 on the fourth floor.  
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“How to Kill Two Birds,” by E. Simmons Campbell, circa 1948
Watercolor and ink • Collection of the Springs Close Family Archive

“Springmaid,” by George Petty, circa 1947
Watercolor • Collection of the Springs Close 
Family Archive

Celebrate a true American—and South Carolina—original! 

In conjunction with the exhibit Between the Springmaid 

Sheets, see the SCETV movie that explores the controversial 

Springs Mills advertisements devised by Col. Elliott Springs. 

These sometimes risqué images and pun-filled copy made the 

company a giant in the textile industry.  Also, meet some of the 

original models for the famous ad campaign.

FREE with museum admission 

or membership

 You’re Invited!

Springmaid Day • May 18



The giant white shark replica hanging from the ceiling – with its 
enormous, real teeth (including a touchable example) displayed 
in a case beneath it – has long been a main attraction among the 
many exhibits at the State Museum.

Now, that ancient shark – which swam in the waters that 
covered South Carolina millions of years ago – has company, in 
the form of a distant relative, the modern-day great white shark, 
and a scalloped hammerhead shark.

The State Museum has added the casts of two of the world’s 
most feared predators to its natural history exhibit, on the wall 
near the giant shark.

“Rather than stuffing an actual fish, fiberglass and resin casts 
are used, because they are much more durable,” said Dave “Chee 
Chee” Cicimurri, the museum’s natural history curator.

The great white shark has been in the collection for a number 
of years, but recently-completed repairs enabled the museum to 
finally bring it to the public.

“Ours is 13.5 feet, which is a big shark, though some monsters 
have been known to get up to 20 feet in length and a weight of 
5,000 pounds,” Cicimurri said.

“The hammerhead was used in a previous exhibit, and this was 
a perfect time to get it back out on display.  Our hammerhead 
probably weighed about 250 pounds when it was alive.”

“A great benefit with this addition is that when we’re conducting 
tours, we can visually compare the modern shark to the ancient 
shark, and people can instantly see the differences and get a 

better understanding of how big both these fish are.  Although 
we could tell them the difference before, seeing them together 
makes learning faster and more permanent.

“All of these sharks are, obviously, very impressive.”
New research can also be taught at this exhibit, the curator said.  

Scientists have long thought the great white evolved from the 
giant shark, but recent studies have led to the conclusion that the 
species actually evolved from the mako shark lineage.

Like the giant shark, the great white shark is also a South 
Carolina species.  Just recently, a great white that had been 
caught and tagged with a radio transmitter was detected near 
the South Carolina coast, possibly even making its way into one 
of the state’s coastal rivers, though that could not be positively 
determined. 

The scalloped hammerhead is the most common of the 
hammerhead species, said the curator. Often encountered in 
large schools, they are not considered as dangerous as the 
notorious great white, but will attack if provoked.

Mounting the new sharks was a challenge, Cicimurri said, “but 
the talented people on our exhibit staff got it done just right.  A 
speeded-up video of the installation of the great white shark can 
be seen on the museum’s Web site, southcarolinastatemuseum.
org.

“We think people are really going to enjoy this new addition 
and we’ve got more coming in the near future for our guests to 
see and learn from,” he said.

Sharks Migrate to the State Museum
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It’s a story worthy of Indiana Jones.  Archaeology seemed to explode in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries with such famous projects as the opening of King Tut’s tomb in 1922.  

Two years later, a young newlywed couple, Earl and Ann Morris, became two of the first scientists 
to explore the ancient Maya city of Chichen Itza in Mexico’s Yucatan peninsula, and to undertake the 
restoration of the ancient Temple of the Warriors. 

The story of their adventures is part of the State Museum’s fascinating blockbuster exhibit Secrets 
of the Maya.

“The restoration of the Temple of the Warriors was part of an ambitious plan to restore the entire 
city,” said Curator of History JoAnn Zeise.  “The unearthing and reclamation job took four years, from 
1924 to 1928, working for about five months per year during the dry season of November to April.”

Despite the fact that over the centuries thousands of artifacts had been stolen from the site, the 
excavation produced a wealth of information on the culture of the ancient Indians.

Tons of debris were removed, one wheelbarrow full at a time.  The backbreaking and tedious work 
had to be performed carefully and methodically.

“The dig began from the top down to reveal the many-columned temple on top of a 2/3 acre 
pyramid that formed the temple’s base,” said the curator.  “Some structures were intact, but many 
needed to be reassembled.”

Visitors to the exhibit can see a model of the temple site with its hundreds of columns, Earl Morris’s 
pith helmet and gaiters (leather leggings that protected the shin and lower leg) and a hands-on 
reproduction of part of Ann Morris’s journal of the expedition, containing notes, photos of artifacts, 
wildlife and more, as well as dozens of photographs of the work.

The story of the temple’s excavation is only one part of the 6500 square-foot exhibit, which also 
includes more than 100 artifacts dating back nearly 18 centuries, a gallery of photos, reproductions of 
stone carvings, and artifacts made by the Maya people who survive today.  

“This exhibition does not cover just one period of Maya history,” said Zeise.  “The amazing story of 
the Maya people comes alive through beautiful modern photography of today’s Mayas, plus samples 
of their contemporary crafts, as well as artifacts that date back thousands of years. You can see that 
great tradition in this exhibit.”

Secrets of the Maya can be seen at the State Museum through June 9.  

Maya Temple Excavation Revealed in Exhibit

Member online 
discount code: SECRETS 
Tickets include a full day 

admission to the State Museum. 
Children 2 and under are free.  
Group and military discounts 

are available. 
Visit scmuseum.org
or call 803.898.4937

TICKETS
Available at scmuseum.org or 
on-site the day of your visit.

Adult  $7

Senior  $6

Child  $5

$15

$13

$11

PUBLICMEMBER

Secrets of the Maya was organized 
and developed by the South Carolina 
State Museum in conjunction with 
the Museum of Anthropology at Wake 
Forest University, the Regina A. Quick 
Center for the Arts at St. Bonaventure 
University, the Nasher Museum of Art 
at Duke University, the Florida Museum 
of Natural History, the University of 
Colorado Natural History Museum, and 
the Mint Museum in Charlotte, N.C.

Great White Shark

Scalloped Hammerhead Shark

Join us for Cinco de Mayo
Saturday, May 4, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. and 

Sunday, May 5, 1 - 4 p.m. 
See page 6 for details

Member Discount Day
Saturday, May 4

All members will enjoy $2 off Maya tickets!
($5 for adults, $4 for seniors and $3 for kids)
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fREE with Museum admission or membership
MUSEUM AND A MoVIE
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It’s fiesta time! Join us at the State Museum the 
first weekend in May for our first Cinco de Mayo 
celebration! The fascinating blockbuster exhibit Secrets 
of the Maya has opened the world of Latin America to 
museumgoers, so what better way to commemorate an 
important Mexican holiday than with two days of fun, 
festive family activities with a Latin flair?! 

Cinco de Mayo at the State Museum
Saturday, May 4, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. and Sunday, May 5, 1 - 4 p.m.

PLUS Member Discount Day, May 4
All State Museum members will enjoy $2 off Maya tickets!
($5 for adults, $4 for seniors and $3 for kids)

StoryfestSC 2013  
Saturday, June 1 • 10 a.m.- 5 p.m. 

StoryfestSC returns to the State Museum as the South Carolina 
State Library kicks off its public library summer reading programs. 
StoryFestSC, a literacy event which introduces South Carolina’s 
children to literature and story in a fun family setting, celebrates the 
2013 theme Dig Into Reading.

StoryFestSC introduces families to children’s authors and the art 
of story and fosters an excitement for reading, especially during the 
summer. There will be author presentations, a craft area, storytelling 
sessions, bag lunches in the Congaree Room, visits from local 
mascots, and a Readers Theater presentation. 

Families are encouraged to come together and each child will 
receive a literacy bag with books by the featured authors and the 
State Library’s South Carolina Day by Day family literacy activity 
calendar. The day’s events, which are free to the public, will bring 
families from across the state to participate in fun, learning activities 
in a safe, family friendly setting.

Summer Camps

Engineering for Kids of the Midlands will run camps offering a variety 
of LEGO™ robotics camps and a Survivor: Engineer’s Cove challenge. 
Available in half or full day camps, registration can be done through 
www.engineeringforkids.net/location/themidlands . 

South Carolina art will be explored in a curator-led multi-media 
camp June 24 – 28. Learn more about your state through its artists with 
examples on display and in the permanent collection of the museum. 

Other camps will include archaeology, natural history and other 
art programs such as Wonkaland, American Doll and special toddler 
camps. Check our Web site, scmuseum.org, for the latest information 
and to register.

The lazy days of summer are approaching and the State Museum’s 
summer camp schedule is anything but lazy!!

So, come and join the fiesta with a salute to our neighbors to the south!
Most activities free with museum admission or membership.

Weekly June 10 - Aug. 9
• Archaeology!
• Art Camps!
• Digital Game Design!

• The Natural World!
• LEGo™ Mindstorm!
• AND MoRE!!• Hispanic crafts and games

• “The Unbreakable Pinata”

• Snacks & drinks available for purchase

Did you know that Americans celebrate this Mexican holiday more widely
 than Mexicans do? 

Cinco de Mayo means “Fifth of May” in Spanish and the holiday commemorates the 
events of May 5th, 1862.  On that day, the Mexican army, under the command of Gen. Ignacio 
Zaragoza, won a victory over the French at Puebla, despite overwhelming odds, leading to 
the expulsion of the French from Mexico five years later. It is not Mexican Independence Day 
as many believe. 

The United States supported Mexico in its struggle against the French, sending supplies and 
setting up a naval blockade. Some Americans even volunteered to fight the French invaders 
alongside the Mexicans. Parts of the American Southwest were once part of Mexico, and have long 
standing cultural ties to the country. Cinco de Mayo really took off as an American holiday in the 
1960s, when the holiday was promoted as a day to celebrate America’s own Latino community.

April 3, 6, 7; May 4, 5; and June 2, 3
The Ancient Maya: Tools of Astronomy. Travel to Mexico’s Yucatan peninsula 
to see the ancient world’s most skilled astronomers: the Maya. Explore the sites of giant 
Maya observatories. 47 min.

April 4, 13, 14; and May 11, 12
Engineering an Empire: The Maya: Death Empire. Join actor/art historian 
Peter Weller as he discovers the secrets to one of the greatest and most mysterious 
civilizations of the New World through its engineering accomplishments. 50 min.

April 2, 5, 20, 21; and May 18, 19
New Maya Revelations. Groundbreaking archaeological discoveries illuminate the 
ancient Maya civilization in Central America. 50 min.

April 1, 27, 28; May 25, 26 and 27; June 9
The Maya. Experience the excitement and relevance of the Maya people, past and 
present. 50 min.

April 5, 13; June 10
Raising the Hunley. Plunge into one of the greatest unsolved mysteries of the 
American Civil War as researchers go in search of the truth about the ill-fated Confederate 
submarine H.L. Hunley. 70 min.

Civil Warriors. In the wake of the 150th anniversary of the Civil War, follow 
descendants of ordinary Americans as they embark on personal journeys to discover the 
stories of their ancestors in the bloodiest war in American history. 60 min. 

April 2; June 9, 17 - families at War
June 24 - free at Last
April 3, 4, 6, 27; May 4, 18, 25, 27; June 16, 17, 23 - The Hard War
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CALENDAR AT A GLANCE
April 
6th - Museum Highlights Tours. Join a walk -in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

7th - $1 Sunday. General admission only $1. 

7th – Museum and a Movie. 

13th - Museum Highlights Tours. Join a walk -in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

14th – Museum and a Movie. 

20th - Museum Highlights Tours. Join a walk -in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

21st – Museum and a Movie. 

27th - Museum Highlights Tours. Join a walk -in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

28th – Museum and a Movie. 

May
4th – Museum Highlights Tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

4th, 5th – Cinco de Mayo Fiesta. It’s fiesta time! Celebrate 
with fun, festive activities for the entire family. Saturday hours: 
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.; Sunday hours: 1 – 4 p.m.

5th– $1 Sunday. General admission only $1 today. 

5th – Museum and a Movie.

11th – Museum Highlights Tours. Join a weekend walk-in 
tour highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

12th – Museum and a Movie.

18th – Museum Highlights Tours. Join a weekend walk-in 
tour highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

18th – Springmaid Day. You’re Invited! See page 2 for details.

19th – Museum and a Movie.

25th – Museum Highlights Tours. Join a weekend walk-in 
tour highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

26th – Museum and a Movie. 

27th – Museum and a Movie. 

June
1st – Museum Highlights Tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

1st – StoryfestSC.  “Dig Into Reading!” The S.C. State Library 
kicks off its summer reading program with a day of activities 
featuring free books, author presentations, snacks, readers 
theatre and much more! 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

2nd– $1 Sunday. General admission only $1 today. 

2nd – Museum and a Movie. 

8th– Museum Highlights Tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

9th – Museum and a Movie.

15th – Museum Highlights Tours. Join a weekend walk-in 
tour highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

16th – Museum and a Movie.

17th – Engineering for Kids summer camps begin. See page 
7 for information on summer camps. 

22nd – Museum Highlights Tours. Join a weekend walk-in 
tour highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

23rd – Museum and a Movie.

24th – Art Camp begins. See page 7 for information on 
summer camps. 

29th– Museum Highlights Tours. Join a weekend walk-in tour 
highlighting museum exhibits. 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.

Dates are subject to change.  Please call ahead to verify programs at 803.898.4999 or visit southcarolinastatemuseum.org

S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  S t a t e  M u s e u m

The bulldozers and excavators digging and shoving mounds of 
dirt and gravel around the east side of the State Museum are a sure 
sign that something is happening.  Something good.  No, something 
great.  No, make that spectacular.

“Let’s call it ‘stellar,’ because the stars will be the only limit to our 
Windows to New Worlds expansion that is under construction to 
bring to South Carolina a unique-in-the-nation combination of fun, 
educational and recreational facilities,” said Director of Education 
Tom Falvey.

The changes will add a state-of-the-art 
observatory, a 55-foot digital dome planetarium 
and theater, and the state’s largest 4D theater to 
what is already the largest, most comprehensive 
museum in the Southeast.   

This expansion will include views of the 
universe, from sunspots during the day and 
stars, planets, the moon and eclipses during the night (and 
sometimes day) to spectacular shows ranging from the micro-world 
of sub-atomic particles to galaxies light years across the cosmos.  
Added to that will be dazzling laser-light and sound experiences 
and 3D films augmented with water and wind, smells, bumps and 
other effects to bring the films’ subjects alive.

One big change is noticeable right now, Falvey says. “The 
museum’s large, metal ‘space frame’ entrance will give way to a new 
entrance that will lead museum guests under a giant, four-story 
tripod supporting the observatory’s colossal Alvan Clark telescope 
and into a much grander entrance and lobby.” 

While the construction of this beautiful entryway is ongoing, large 
signs will re-direct guests to the Congaree River side of the building 
to park in a two-story deck and enter the museum through an 

alternate entrance at the side of the building’s atrium.   
This new entrance will introduce guests to other changes – all 

temporary while the new facilities are being built – that include a 
new admissions area, membership desk and relocated museum 
store. In addition, the Crescent Café will close during construction, 
and will re-open when the Windows project opens, which is 
projected for April 2014. 

“We want to stress that the museum will be open the entire time 
the building is going on,” said Falvey.  “While the new parking and 

entry situation may be a little different, the 
end result will be absolutely amazing.  So we 
ask for and appreciate a bit of patience from 
our guests, because the wait will be way more 
than worth it.” 

Falvey is quick to point out that new exhibits 
and programs will continue to open at the 

museum during construction.  “Not only will our terrific blockbuster 
exhibit Secrets of the Maya continue to thrill visitors into the month of 
June, but we have an intriguing art exhibit, Between the Springmaid 
Sheets, opening in April on our fourth floor, plus a summer full of fun 
programs for kids, and our extremely popular signature events such 
as the Museum Road Show and the Southeastern Toy Soldier Show.  
Hard hats tours will be offered, too, as the building proceeds.

“So there are plenty of reasons to come to your State Museum this 
year, not only to enjoy the changing shows and weekend events 
as usual, but to check out the progress on the construction and 
visualize the amazing possibilities that will be reality when Windows 
to New Worlds opens its new worlds to all South Carolinians and 
their visitors.”

Museum Revs Up for “Stellar” future

“We want to stress that 
the museum will be open 

the entire time . . .”

follow the progress of Windows to New Worlds on the museum’s Web site, southcarolinastatemuseum.org.

Secrets of the Maya • Through June 9

Between the Springmaid Sheets • April 26 - Sept. 8

The Civil War: Naval Warfare and failed Attempts to Take 
Charleston • ongoing

New Exhibitions

Photo by Tut Underwood



These days, an iPod with two ear buds typically provides 
portable music for the young and young-at-heart. 

In an earlier time, however, it was one plug in the ear, and the 
other end of the wire ran to what was then the latest thing in 
electronics – a transistor radio.

The State Museum has received a large collection of these 
iconic electronics, along with another type of radio that once 
gathered music and information from around the world – the 
short wave.

The collection is the gift of Columbia radiologist Dr. Sam 
Friedman.  “As a child in the 1950s, he developed an early 
fascination with these cutting edge tools for communication, 
and he started collecting,” said Director of Education Tom 
Falvey.  “The idea that you could carry a radio in your pocket was 
absolutely revolutionary.”

With shortwave,one could listen to music or information from 
across the globe.  News, sports and culture from Hong Kong to 
Rio de Janeiro could be plucked from the air.

Friedman collected each of the significant models of transistor 
radios from the 1950s and ‘60s, though the collection goes into 
the 1970s.

The collection contains 81 items, including a companion 
collection of cameras.  Falvey said that the variety of the 
miniature transistor radios is unique.  “It’s neat to look at the 
beautiful designs, which run the gamut from really detailed ones 
to quite inexpensively-produced models.  And the breadth of the 
collection, the great number of brands, is very impressive.  

“Anyone who remembers the single ear pieces and the quasi-
leather cases would enjoy a great blast of nostalgia from these 
artifacts.  But a teenager of today would be stunned that anyone 
would carry around something this ‘big.’  It just shows you how 
times have changed.”

Falvey said the radios will be available for research in the near 
future, but “they would make a great temporary exhibit at some 
point down the road.

“We have some radios on exhibit now, but this increases our 
holdings a lot,” he continued.  

The short wave “allows us to discuss where some people got a 
lot of their international music and information in those times, 
compared to the ways we get them today,” said Falvey.

“On the transistor side, the whole idea of portability was very 
cool in the ‘60s. The transistor radio was probably the first, and 
may remain the most famous, product that introduced the space-
age concept of transistors to the popular culture, and this is one 
thing that will always have ‘transistor’ attached to its name.”

Museum Receives Extensive Collection of 
Historic Radios
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Notes From Our Director, William Calloway 

Web site
The museum’s Web site, southcarolinastatemuseum.org, is a 

great tool to learn more about all of the amazing things taking 
place at the museum.  The main page highlights all of the recent 
exhibits and events, but if you dig a little deeper you can find out 
lots of interesting things you may not have known. 

For example, our travelling exhibits page features detailed looks 
at all of the many exhibits the museum offers for rentals.  On 
our collections page you can find links to explore the museum’s 
world-class telescope collection and take a video tour of the 
museum’s exhibit galleries led by our curators.  The education 
page highlights the many benefits the museum offers students 
across the state, including information on field trips, after-school 
clubs and our popular Homeschool Friday program. Plus, you 
can learn more about Windows to New Worlds with construction 
updates, features on each of the project’s components, videos and 
an image gallery.

Our Web site also allows you to buy admission tickets to the 
museum and the latest blockbuster exhibit online. If you are 
a current or prospective museum member, you can learn all 
about our great member benefits and then join or renew your 
membership via the site as well. 

Not able to get to the museum to shop? Just shop online at the 
Cotton Mill Exchange Web page. You’ll find an exciting array of 
South Carolina-themed items from clothing to books to toys, all 
available with a few simple clicks.

As you can see, the museum’s Web site is a wonderful resource, 
so the next time you are online remember to bookmark 
southcarolinastatemuseum.org.

Images
This quarterly publication, which you now hold in your hand, 

goes out to more than 6,000 museum member households across 
the state and is also distributed to state legislators. If you’d like 
to support the museum’s mission and stay notified of museum 
activities through the mail, Images is a wonderful benefit that 
comes with membership.  It features articles on current and 
upcoming exhibits, as well as information on museum collections 
and a full calendar of museum events.

E-Mail
The museum offers two different e-newsletters, one for the 

general public and a special e-newsletter for members. Each is 
sent about once a month with notifications and reminders about 
upcoming exhibits and events, museum store sales and more.  
This monthly update also features a round-up of the museum’s 
social networking activity with links to our most popular blog 
posts, Facebook updates, Pinterest pins and more. You can sign up 
for the e-newsletter on our Web site, southcarolinastatemuseum.
org, or by e-mailing webmaster@scmuseum.org.

Social Media
Thanks to the popularity of blockbuster exhibits like BODY 

WORLDS Vital, Titanic: The Artifact Exhibition and Secrets of the 
Maya, the State Museum’s social media reach has grown in leaps 
and bounds over the past year. Currently more than 16,000 people 
stay in touch with the museum via sites like Facebook, Twitter, 
Google + and more. 

While social media allows people to learn more about the 
museum, it also helps us learn more about you. Our staff enjoys 
interacting directly with our followers and, of course, seeing 
the fun pictures our guests take while at the museum. So the 
next time you’re logged on to your preferred social network (or 
networks!) make sure to check out the State Museum’s profile and 
don’t forget to tag us in your posts the next time you visit! 

Our followers can expect to be kept up-to-date on museum 
news, as well as see posts featuring behind the scenes looks at 
the museum’s collection,  “guess that artifact” trivia,  and any 
interesting images, videos or articles we uncover on the Web.  

For more in-depth information about the museum and its 
collection of more than 70,000 artifacts, you can also check out 
our blog, which features posts written by museum curators and 
staff. You can find links to all of the museum’s social networking 
sites on the main page of the museum’s Web site.

Our communications team, Public Relations Manager Tut 
Underwood, Webmaster Jennifer Thrailkill and Membership 
Manager Sydney Cummins, does a great job of maintaining, 
updating, and distributing these communication tools so that you 
will have the information you need in order to enjoy all that the 
State Museum has to offer.

Staying Connected to 
Your State Museum

The museum is an ever changing institution with new exhibits, programs, and events occurring 
throughout the year. It is important that we maintain communication with you, our stakeholders, 
to keep you informed about what’s happening at your State Museum. Also, now that our 
renovation and expansion project, Windows to New Worlds, is underway, we want you to be able 
to track the progress of this exciting project from laying foundations to the grand opening!

We use a variety of methods to communicate with you. From Web sites to Facebook to e-mail 
blasts to a printed magazine, there are multiple ways to stay informed on all that your State 
Museum has to offer.

Stay in touch, stay connected - there’s always a lot happening at your
South Carolina State Museum!

Your membership and contributions to the museum positively impact the services that 
we provide for you. However, there is another avenue of charitable giving that utilizes 
volunteerism to encourage your employer to contribute to a mission you support.

 Volunteer matching gifts from companies such as Verizon, Exxon, Bank of America and 
Boeing partner with you to match dollars with your volunteer service. It’s a gift that keeps 
on giving.

 If you would like to expand your giving, contact your corporation to see if it offers 
matching volunteer gifts. If it does, the next step is to become a volunteer so we can put 
your service to use in educating and inspiring people of all ages at your State Museum.

Please contact La Ruchala Murphy at 803.898.4962 or download an application 
from scmuseum.org.volunteer/default.aspx

Volunteer! 
It’s the Gift That 
Keeps on Giving

 

And how cool is that?
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803.898.4935
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Philip Lader, 
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Katrina Davis
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The State Museum has received an award from the Southeastern Museums 
Conference (SEMC) for a recent art exhibit mounted by the museum.

The SEMC Exhibition Competition awarded the museum the 2012 Certificate 
of Excellence for the exhibit Abstract Art in South Carolina 1949-2012.  The exhibit 
featured a retrospective of abstract art in the Palmetto State over the last half-
century, essentially from its introduction to South Carolina.

“Our show was in the category of exhibitions that cost less than $25,000 to 
mount, and we were the only winner in that category,” said Curator of Art Paul 
Matheny, who put the exhibit together.

Matheny accepted the award at the 2012 SEMC conference in Williamsburg, Va., 
in November.

“It was an honor for the museum to be selected for this award, and important for 
the 44 artists included in the exhibition as well,” said Matheny.  “Although it closed 
in October, Abstract Art in South Carolina: 1949-2012 continues to be a significant 
and influential project.”

Your State Museum is partnering with several school districts 
and with private organizations to bring museum-quality exhibits 
into schools. 

“Many of our traveling exhibits are aligned with the SC education 
standards and can serve as teaching resources for teachers who 
may not be able to bring their classes to the museum,” said Jeff 
Powley, Traveling Exhibits Program manager. 

“This is a new partnership for the State Museum and it has been 
well received by students and teachers.”  

Diversity Endangered, an exhibit about ecology, is currently on 
view at East North Street Academy in Greenville.  “We love the 
exhibit and every day I see classes, as well as individual students, 
stopping by to read the information on the exhibit panels,” said 
Principal Nancy Brantley. 

“One child stopped me in the hallway and said ‘this is exactly 
what we are studying in science and I love to stop by everyday and 
read a little bit more. I have learned a lot!’”

Meanwhile, at Gaffney Middle School in Cherokee County, 
students are learning about earthquake preparedness, geology 
and history with the help of the State Museum’s The Great 
Charleston Earthquake, 1886. 

The exhibit was created with a grant from the South Carolina 
Emergency Management Division and is brought to the school by 
the Fullerton Foundation. 

For information about traveling exhibits in schools, or if your 
company would like to sponsor an exhibit, please contact Whitney 
Evans at whitney.evans@scmuseum.org.
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Museum News Foundation News

Receives Award from Museum Conference

This has been a year of intense change for 
the State Museum Foundation. We have almost 
an entirely new staff, and we’re finalizing the 
capital campaign that has taken all our energy 
for the past decade. 

We’re about to celebrate our 25th year, and 
many of our charter supporters who made this 
museum possible in 1988 are still with us, and 
still just as passionate about our mission as they 
were back then. We also continue to add new 
supporters every year. 

Our museum and its mission rest on the 
hard work of these dedicated people. If you’re 
reading this letter, I’m talking about you – even 
if you just joined the museum this month. Thank you for your support, your trust, and 
your faith. 

What many of our supporters don’t realize is just how heavily the future of the 
museum rests with the Foundation. Although the museum is a state agency, it must 
call increasingly upon the strength of the Foundation for its needs because of uncertain 
economic times and government cutbacks. 

As you know, we have one of the finest museums in the Southeast, and even in the 
country. Although we have invested in a one-time improvement to the museum with 
Windows to New Worlds, annual expenses of programs and upkeep remain constant. 
The museum is counting on us to help its finances especially in this year, when earned 
revenues will be down because of construction. 

We cannot fail.

We need your help.

In addition to membership revenues and capital funds, each year the Foundation 
raises additional funds for annual support – our Annual Fund. The Annual Fund consists 
of special gifts made with no benefits received.  These are true “charitable gifts,” and, 
unlike membership, they are completely tax deductible. Your entire gift goes directly to 
the Foundation and helps us support our museum. 

Our Annual Fund goal this year is $100,000 by June 30. We’re getting there, but every 
donation helps. If each of our members gives just $25, we will exceed our goal. I hope 
you’ll keep this in mind and consider making a special gift to the Annual Fund in addition 
to your membership.

Thank you for everything you’ve done for the Foundation, and for your commitment 
to the South Carolina State Museum. As you can see from the pages of this magazine, 
the work that happens here daily is significant, the lives we touch are many, and the 
change we make in the world is tangible. I hope you’re proud to be a part of that change 
– I know I am! 

Every Donation Helps!

Notes from our Foundation Executive Director,   
      Jay Pitts

 To make your investment in our Annual fund today, 
please visit www.scmuseum.org/annualfund.html

Robert Courtright 1926-2012
The museum family was saddened to hear 

of the passing of South Carolina artist Robert 
Courtright in December 2012. The Sumter 
native’s collages and paintings have been 
exhibited in galleries and museums around the 
world, including one of the most comprehensive 
exhibitions of his work at the South Carolina 
State Museum in 2009.

“Courtright remained extremely active 
constructing his collages throughout his adult 
life, after leaving Sumter and establishing 
a studio in New York City, and eventually, 
Opio, France,” reflected Chief Curator of Art 
Paul Matheny. “His work remained relevant 
through more than 60 years of production, and 
will continue to remain relevant with future 
generations as well.

 “His passion for creation and incredible stories 
will be missed.”

 Remember Robert Courtright and his work 
through the updated exhibition page (Past 
Exhibits) at southcarolinastatemuseum.org.  

AbstrAct Art IN sOUtH cArOLINA  

Traveling Exhibits In Schools
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Foundation News Foundation News

& Memorials Tributes

If you would like to honor a friend or family member through a donation to the South Carolina State Museum Foundation, 

please call 803.898.4935.

In Honor of Dr. Alexander Patrick
Jane Patrick 

In Honor of Dr. and Mrs. William Cain
Jane Patrick

In Memory of 
Mary frances Sinclair Harris:

L.A. and Sylvia Bowman Jr. 
Sarah Haughton
Steve and Ann Holtschlag
 Marla J. Morris
Jane Westbury
James and Bonnie Byrd
Patrick and Judy Hubbard
Larry L. Koester
Melba Smith Elizabeth H. Bolton
Edward and Anna Griswold
Melanie E. Neil
F.X. Starkes
George and Mary Cauthen
Cheryl Holland
Carey and Jan Shackelford
Thomas and Marilyn Summers
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Many Thanks To our Community Partners!

You Make it Happen!

for information on how to become a Community Partner, please call 803.898.4992.

Board Member feels Special Connection to Museum
Each creak of the former Columbia Mill’s wood floor is one that 

has been heard by generations. Each dark mark across its surface is 
proof of the machines that once filled the space between its walls, 
and the hard work required to keep them operating. Each board 
of maple, once laid out shiny and new, has now seen thousands of 
people, stories and ideas for a better way of life.  Today that historic 
building houses the South Carolina State Museum.

“The room that gets me is the spinning room,” said State Museum 
Foundation Board Member Ann Oliver.  “You just listen and 
imagine the whole mill sounding like that.” One of the museum’s 
third floor exhibits recalls what the massive building originally was 
– a textile mill. The display includes a room that simulates what the 
mill looked and sounded like during production.

Oliver may feel that connection even more strongly than the 
average visitor would – the family of her husband, Hardy Oliver, 
founded Columbia Mills and ran it until the mid-1920s. 

Charles K. Oliver had had success up north, turning a bankrupt 
Druid Mills around in Maryland before being replaced by a younger 
staffer who would accept less money. It only took a look at the 
Congaree River here in Columbia to convince Oliver that it was 
the perfect place to build a textile mill. After acquiring a $1 million 
investment from Druid Mills, he built and began the Columbia 
Mill, serving as general manager and treasurer. Just a few years 
later, he turned it over to his son, Sewall K. Oliver, who served as 
superintendent.

When Ann Oliver first joined the Foundation board, Hardy’s 

great-grandfather 
Charles and grandfather 
Sewall were a part of the 
reason. Her friend and 
former board member 
Ann Holtschlag helped 
convince her. According 
to Oliver, “Ann [Holtschlag] 
manages to get me into a 
lot of trouble. I can’t say 
no to her.” But Holtschlag, 
laughing, won’t take all 
the credit. “I thought the 
family connection was 
pretty amazing and I 
thought the board would 
be good,” she says, “Ann 
[Oliver] brings a lot of soul 
and spirit to the board.” 

To walk through the museum is to see the result of the work, 
dedication and funds that have been put into the facility over 
the past 25 years. It’s a place that has the spirit of thousands of 
South Carolinians inside – from former mill workers to donors to 
schoolchildren who explore their state’s history today. And it was 
one family, whose descendants still tread the floorboards today, 
that made it all possible.

In Memory of Mac James

Rogers/Slater Foundation

Docent Sharing Interpreters
Nicholas and Ellen Moore
Davis and Polly Howser
William and Lynn Luce Jr.
Robert and Elizabeth Oakman
Franklyn and Susan Owen
Robert and Jane Davidson
Lucy C. Rabb
William and Katherine Plaster
Frank and Caroline Ellerbee
Mrs. John C. Floyd

In Memory of Guy Lipscomb
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MUSEUM HOURS: Open Tues. - Sat. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sun. 1 - 5 p.m. 
Closed Mondays between Labor Day and Memorial Day, Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and Easter

All proceeds benefit YOUR State Museum.

301 Gervais St., Loading Zone D, Columbia, S.C. 29201
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Smithsonian A�liations
Membership Program

Outfit the grad’s first apartment with this collection of durable dishes.  From plates and bowls to cream pitchers and more, these 
matched items sporting the elegant Palmetto tree and crescent logo will radiate good taste and pride in the Palmetto State.  

Graduation Approaching? find the perfect gift at the museum store!

Remember to bring your State Museum 
membership card to take advantage of 
your 10 percent member discount!

PLUS, show your state pride when 
you’re traveling, even on a trip to 
the Laundromat! Just toss your 
dirty clothes into this sturdy and 
attractive 100 percent cotton denim 
carry-all and be the envy of the 
detergent detail!  It’s also great for 
the gym, camping or travel.  $32 

Dinner Plate $16
Salad Plate $12
Cream Pitcher $10
Small bowl $12
Large bowl $26
Coffee mug $10
Sugar Bowl $10 
Trivet $14
Spoon rest $12

Not every summer party has to 
be a backyard barbecue! 

Call us to learn about all the wonderful 
entertainment possiblities available to you at 

YOUR State Museum! 

803.898.4901 • margaret.farish@scmuseum.org
southcarolinastatemuseum.org

Graduation Party? family Reunion? Reception?


