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Jennie Redmond, Dorchester 
County Library (DCL) Executive 
Director, knows the importance of 
local history and understands just 
how hard it is to preserve for future 
generations.

So when Redmond got the 
opportunity to add historian James A. 
Way’s four-volume work Dorchester: 
Our Homes - Our People - Our Story 
to the South Carolina Digital Library 
this year, she was ready to help 
preserve the town’s past.

“Our roots tell us so much about 
ourselves. They not only bind us 
together, but also help us 
understand where we are 
going,” Redmond said.  “The 
people that know our history 
best are disappearing fast. It’s 
important to preserve as much 
of it as we can...if we don’t do 
that, we will lose the stories 
that bring us all together.”

The South Carolina State 
Library collaborated with 
the DCL to digitize all four 
volumes of Dorchester, beginning the 
process in April. The work contains 
a detailed history of the Dorchester 

community, along with historical 
photographs and personal stories.

“Mr. Way wrote his books to 
capture Dorchester’s history for 
future generations, to improve our 
community’s relations and illustrate 
how it has changed over the years.  
He worked on the project for four 
years, interviewing everyone who 
was willing to help,” Redmond said. 
“He gave us permission to digitize the 
work earlier this year, and now we are 
able to expose his history to anyone 
who wants to learn about it.”

Now that Dorchester is available 

online, Redmond hopes the collection 
will publicize little-known aspects of 
South Carolina history.

“Local history documents can 
be very hard to come by,” Redmond 
said. “Now distance will not prevent 
anyone from finding information 
on Dorchester. Everyone will be able 
to see the document, and it will be 
preserved in perpetuity.”

To access the collection visit the 
SCDL here. For more information, 
contact the Dorchester County 
Library at (843) 563-9189.  

James A. Way’s Dorchester: Our Homes - 
Our People - Our Story now available online
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This month’s selection 
from the South Carolina State 
Library’s rare book collection 
offers a view of the city of 
Charleston before and after a 
destructive war.

Charleston S.C., a tiny 
picture book published in 1883 
by Wittemann Brothers of New 
York, features attractive black-
and-white images of Lowcountry 
landscapes and architecture, 
both in their prime and with 
damage from the Civil War. 

Like many of the volumes in 
the Rare Book collection, this 
picture book was donated from 

the personal library of South 
Carolina’s first Historian and 
Archivist A.S. Salley Jr.  

Salley frequently wrote 
notations in the margins of 
his books, revealing both his 
thorough knowledge of South 
Carolina’s history and his sharp 
wit. In Charleston, S.C., Salley 
noted that a palmetto tree 
featured in one of the book’s 
pictures was not yet fully grown.

Visitors may request to view 
this book by contacting Amanda 
Stone, Manager of Collections 
and Digitization at 803-734-4816 
or astone@statelibrary.sc.gov.

York County Libraries now offer a variety of 
low-vision assistive devices for those with visual 
impairment. 

The new technology equipment, purchased 
through a Library Services and Technology Act 
grant administered through the South Carolina State 
Library, may be used in the library only and is not 
available to be checked out. Available items include: 

• Desktop Magnifiers, which provide clear 
and sharp magnification of documents, 
newspapers, photos, pill bottles, and other 
items.

• Accessibility Kits containing page magnifiers, 
bar magnifiers, and a handheld magnifier. 

• Large Print Keyboards, which feature bold, 
high-contrast keys for fast, accurate typing. 

• Video Magnifier, a portable handheld device 
which magnifies an object from two to 14 
times its size.  

Library Services and Technology Act grants are 
made possible by the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services, the primary 
source of federal 
support for the  
nation’s libraries 
and museums.  
For more 
information about 
any of these resources, 
visit www.yclibrary.org 
or any York County Library.

---
 

Image of the Topaz PHD, found
in the State Library’s Assistive
Technology Petting Zoo.

From Our Collection: Charleston, S.C.  

York County Library Offers 
Resources for Visually Impaired
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Join the South Carolina 
State Library on our Ghosts of 
the USC Horseshoe: Facts and 
Fiction tour as we explore the 
University of South Carolina 
campus with author Tally 
Johnson and USC Archivist 
Elizabeth West!

We will begin at the South 
Carolina State Library, on the 
corner of Bull and Senate, 
where Johnson will thrill 
us with the ghost stories of 
USC. Then we will walk the 
Horseshoe with West as she tells 
the real history and facts that 
might be behind some of the 
stories.

To find out more 
information on the tour, please 
contact Public Information 
Specialist Sean Gruber.

To register for this event, 
please visit our events calendar.

The SCSL will be collecting items to donate to Oliver Gospel Mission and Harvest Hope Food Bank as part of our 
Bountyfull supply drive. The program will run from October 18 to November 14. Donations can be dropped off at 
the SCSL building, 1500 Senate Street, Columbia SC during business hours.

For the full list of needed items, visit our Bountyfull website here.

Storyteller 
& Archivist to 
Discuss Ghosts, 
USC History 
During October 
24 Tour

The SCSL needs your help!

The South Carolina State 
Library is seeking artwork and 
literature depicting last year’s 
historic floods for a display 
commemorating the disaster.

The library will accept 
submissions of prose, poetry, 
photographs and digital art from 
the general public this month 
for #SCStronger, a special library 
gallery. 

The display will honor those 
who responded to the flood event 
and examine the impact it had on 
the Midlands region.

Up to five works per person 
may be submitted till noon on 
Tuesday, October 24. The works 

will be selected for display by a 
committee of SCSL staff.

On November 4th, the  SCSL 
will host University of South 
Carolina Professor Peter Duffy 
and other Midlands community 
members as they perform their 
composite play “And the Flood 
Goes On” for the first time.  The 
play will explore the 2015 flood 
and its lingering effects.

Please click here to submit 
items and read submission 
guidelines. 

For further questions, 
please contact Sean Gruber at 
(803) 734-0462 or sgruber@
statelibrary.sc.gov. 

SC State Library seeks art, 
literature for #SCStronger
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Staff Spotlight: 
Linda Heimburger
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Title: Electronic Resources Training and 
Outreach Coordinator

What do you do at the SCSL? 

My primary duties are to provide outreach 
and training to promote the State Library’s 
Discus databases and additional electronic 
resources. My goal is to get schools and public 
libraries excited about them and equipped to 
use them to enhance and advance information 
literacy, teaching and learning throughout 
the State. To that end, I coordinate vendor-
led webinars, assist in maintaining our online 
training archive, and provide in-person and 
webinar-based training to public libraries, 
schools, school districts, and academic libraries.  
In addition, I present workshops and provide an 
exhibit booth at conferences state-wide.

What special projects have you been 
working on? 

The Electronic Resources Department is 
currently working with other departments 

to update and enhance the content of StudySC, which provides 
students with curriculum-based information about South Carolina 
culture, history, geography, and more. This is an ongoing project 
that we will be tackling in stages over the next year. This repository 
includes internet resources and links to appropriate Discus – South 
Carolina’s Virtual Library resources. 

Have you recently come across something challenging, and 
how did you tackle it? 

The opportunity to reach out to public and school librarians, 
teachers, academics, and homeschoolers throughout the State and 
provide them with database and electronic resource training for 
curriculum and research support is exciting. With this opportunity 
comes the challenge to find ways and methods to contact and 
connect with these various user groups. To assist in identifying 
user needs, I’ve begun providing short surveys to user groups at 
outreach sites I have visited.  I encourage anyone reading this now 
who would like a training session tailored to the needs of their 
group, association, school district, etc., to contact the Discus Office 
discusoffice@statelibrary.sc.gov. We would love to meet more of you 
and can tailor the database training to the need based on specific 
library programming, grade level, subject content, curriculum 
standards, and more.  

What projects are in the near future for you?

I will be developing webinars to support K-12 library media 
specialists and teachers in incorporating Discus resources into their 
lesson plans and curriculum. Topics on STEM, information literacy 
by grade level, and subject-based training are in the works. I will 
also be presenting at conferences for EdTech, the South Carolina 
Independent School Association, and the South Carolina Public 
Charter School Alliance in November. 

What is your favorite item/collection/resource at the SCSL, 
and why?

I’ve recently discovered the Young Palmetto series of books 
published by University of South Carolina Press and they are 
delightful!  They provide an excellent avenue for children (and 
adults alike!) to learn about people and places of South Carolina 
from interesting perspectives and points of view. The State Library 
owns many titles which include Katie’s Cabbage, Nipper of Drayton 
Hall, and Amadeus: The Leghorn Rooster, to name a few. Some 
stories are set in St. Helena Island and Charleston, and there is even 
a story about the Cherokee Indians in South Carolina. 

http://studysc.org/
http://scdiscus.org/
http://scdiscus.org/
mailto:discusoffice%40statelibrary.sc.gov?subject=training%20request


Hometown: 
Gaffney, SC 

 
Hobbies or special interests: 

Unsurprisingly, reading. 
I’ve been called an “old-school 
hippie” because I’m always 
lugging around a book instead 
of a Kindle. I like old and quirky 
things and have spent lots of time 
digging through chaotic bins at 
flea markets. In general, whether 
I’m in a library, at a resale shop, or 
just walking around, I scrutinize 
details because I’m always 
convinced there’s something just 
waiting to be uncovered.  

  

What projects have you worked 
on as a volunteer at the SCSL? 

Recently, I’ve been digitizing 
Sandlapper magazine. I also spent 
time with early- and mid-century 
USC documents, scanning them 
and creating metadata. I’ve had 
the chance to see the rare books 
and to explore the collection in 
general. 

 

What did you enjoy most? What 
were some challenges?  

Recently, I pulled some 
pre-1950 fairy tale books for a 
display. I liked getting to browse 
the shelves and look at some 
unusual volumes. Looking at 
the illustrations, author’s notes, 
and preface material was really 
fascinating. It was a reminder 
of what unexpected things 
are hiding out at the SCSL. A 
challenge that crops up is that you 
can only move at the speed of the 
equipment you’re using: rushing 

the job won’t come to 
a good end. 
 

 What have you 
learned from your 
internship/while 
volunteering? 

Lots! It’s been really 
interesting to see how 
the SCSL functions 
versus a public 
library (where I’ve 
worked previously). 
Assembling things like 
Discus promotional 
kits for schools is 
an excellent, hands-
on way to see how 
the various types of 
libraries complement 
each other. Digitizing 
documents and 
creating metadata 
has been wonderful for thinking 
about preservation and ensuring 
accessibility. I’ve had many 
opportunities to learn all sorts 
of practical skills and to explore 
different parts of the library. 

  

How does volunteering/this 
internship fit with your long-
term career goals? 

I hope to end up in technical 
services, and this has been very 
different from my previous 
public library experience. I 
really appreciate the hands-on 
experience that’s let me learn 
so many new things. I came to 
the SCSL hoping to diversify 
my knowledge and skills, and 
everyone has been very helpful 
in helping me do that. It’s also 
helped me think through what  
I’d like to look for in future work. 

Volunteer Spotlight: 
Meg Stroup

What advice would you offer 
your peers about getting the 
most out of volunteering? 

Don’t be afraid to step outside 
your zone of familiarity. There 
doesn’t need to be a perfect 
1:1 correspondence with what 
you’ve done before or with what 
you plan to do. Go ahead and 
try something out; you’ll learn 
unexpected things and will be 
able to observe a library in day-
to-day operation. Talk to people; 
they will have great advice 
and insights. Be open to doing 
anything: when you’re there to 
learn, no task is unimportant. 
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