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Denise Lyons, the South Carolina 
State Library’s Deputy Director of 
Statewide Development, was named 
one of three winners of the 2016 
Annual Literacy Awards earlier this 
month (pictured with nominator, 
Nonie Price, right).

The 10th Annual Literacy Leaders 
Awards were presented by the USC 
School of Library and Information 
Science (SLIS) September 8, at the 
South Carolina State Library. 

This year’s award nominees 
developed creative approaches 
to literacy education, provided 
services to underserved groups and 
communities and provided funding 
for innovative programming.

This year’s award winners are:

Denise Lyons, SC State Library 
Deputy Director for Statewide 
Development – 

“Literacy is definitely a 
component of everything Denise 
has done for libraries in SC. She has 
made the extension of service to 
all members of the family a part of 
what libraries do. The children of SC 

are the lucky recipients of her good 
work.” Nominated by Nonie Price.

Kappa Kappa Gamma Sorority, 
Epsilon Chapter – 

“This energetic organization 
of young women has committed 
themselves to encouraging and 
motivating young children to read...
their goal is to inspire children 
to achieve grade-level literacy.” 
Nominated by Ida W. Thompson.

Darion McCloud, Creative Director 
of the NiA Theatre Company 
and Story Squad – “Employing 
professional artists from the 
disciplines of music, theater, visual 
arts and the literary arts, Story 
Squad creates a mash-up of song, 
storytelling, dance, music and 
spoken word all aimed at educating, 
entertaining and inspiring.” 
Nominated by Sarah M. Keeling, 
Ph.D.

The $500 Peggy Parish prize was 
awarded to Kim Williams Odom, 
Charleston County Public Library’s 
John L. Dart Library manager, during 
the ceremony.
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This month’s selection 
from the South Carolina State 
Library’s rare book collection 
details the triumphs, dreams, 
and concerns of the 19th 
century rural South Carolinians.

This month we showcase 
three volumes of Rural 
Carolinian, an “illustrated 
rural magazine devoted to 
the interests of agriculture, 
horticulture and the industrial 
arts.” The magazine, which 
dates back to 1869, showcased 
nature writing, agricultural 
device, commentary on political 
subjects, and even home 
remedies. 

Just as attractive as the text 

is the book itself, which features 
gold artwork on the cover 
depicting farmers working in 
their fields.

Modern rural residents of 
South Carolina will be able to 
personally identify with many 
of the articles in these centuries-
old volumes: the country folk of 
the 1800s also worked hard to 
adapt to sudden technological 
change, a tumultuous economy, 
and a changing landscape.

Visitors may request to 
view this book by contacting 
Amanda Stone, Manager of 
Collections and Digitization 
at 803-734-4816 or astone@
statelibrary.sc.gov.

The South Carolina Digital State Documents 
Depository provides access to publications 
produced by state agencies and state-supported 
academic institutions. These publications 
provide citizens with crucial information about 
state government, including statistics, annual 
accountability reports, and data on a wide variety of 
topics related to the state. 

The new August  2016  South Carolina State 
Documents publication provides a description, 
author, and link to the full-text for each new agency 
document.

This month, we highlight a one-page chart 
from the South Carolina Department of Health and 
Environmental Control. This easy-to-understand, 
color coordinated chart provides information on 

the 10 leading causes of death by age group in the 
state from 2010-2014.  It packs a lot of information 
about health and mortality into a clear and concise 
infographic to show patterns and differences in age 
groups. 

From Our Collection: Rural Carolinian

New South Carolina State Government 
Documents for August
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The South Carolina 
State Library added three 
new digital collections to 
the South Carolina Digital 
Library database on August 
22, providing online access 
to over 19,000 historical 
documents. 

SCSL staff members 
spent six years digitizing the 
documents, pulling items 
from its book collections, 
South Carolina State 
Document Depository, and 
South Carolina Federal 
Document Collection. 

Members of the public 
can now access digital 
versions of political speeches, 
governmental records from 

over 150 state agencies, 
natural history reports and 
other items important to 
South Carolina’s cultural 
history.  

The SCSL’s digital 
collections will also be 
accessible through the Digital 
Public Library of America on 
a future date. 

To access the new 
collections, click here.

To learn more about the 
SCSL’s digitial collections, 
contact Amanda Stone, 
Manager of Collections and 
Digitization at 803-734-4816 
or astone@statelibrary.sc.gov.

SCSL adds over 19,000 
documents to the South 
Carolina Digital Library
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Join Donald Dennis, 
Stephanie Frey, Michelle 
Ralston, and Pamela Hoppock 
at the South Carolina State 
Library for a two hour training 
about gaming in your library. 

Learn the ins and outs 
of International Games Day 
(November 19, 2016), why 
gaming is important, Gen Con, 
partnering with others through 
gaming and more. 

Feel free to bring your own 
lunch and stay for some play 
after the training.

SCSL Hosts 
‘International 
Games Day’ 
Training 
Session

To register for 
the session, visit 
the State Library 
events calendar.
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SCLA seeks award 
nominations
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Nominations are now being accepted for 
the following awards, which will be presented 
at this year’s Annual Conference November 
9-11. Please consider nominating someone who 
deserves to be recognized for their good work 
and contributions to the field.

OUTSTANDING LIBRARIAN 
The purpose of this award is to recognize and 

honor a librarian who has initiated or developed 
an imaginative or creative program, service, or 
work of enduring value, for the effective use of 
or increased interest in libraries or a particular 
library. Such contributions may include 
excellence in leadership, significant professional 
writing, instrumental role in building programs, 
promotion of the profession through teaching or 
influence, etc. 

For complete award criteria, please see the 
nomination form. 

To submit your nomination, complete the 
form and send it, along with the requested 
supporting details, to me at the following 
location. You may print and mail hard copies, or 
scan and email them. 

Sarah Gough, Richland Library Main, 1431 
Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201. sgough@
richlandlibrary.com

THE FRIEND OF LIBRARIES 
The Friend of Libraries Award recognizes outstanding 

service to a library or libraries. This service should be that 
which has furthered the expansion of library services in 
South Carolina. The award may be given to a person or 
to an organization deemed to be a “friend” to any type of 
library – academic, public, school, or special – or to the 
library profession. 

Service on which the award is based must have 
occurred within five years preceding January 1 of the 
award year. The contribution made by the person or 
organization may include, but is not limited to, financial 
benevolence. For complete award criteria, please see the 
nomination form. 

To submit your nomination, complete the form and 
send it, along with the requested supporting details, to me 
at the following location. You may print and mail hard 
copies, or scan and email them. 

Sarah Gough, Richland Library Main, 1431 Assembly 
Street, Columbia, SC 29201. sgough@richlandlibrary.com

OUTSTANDING LIBRARY PARAPROFESSIONAL
This award is given to recognize the contribution 

and excellence of a library support staff who engages in 
library operations at all levels, demonstrates excellence 
in performance in his or her field of expertise, promotes 
staff development and fosters communication amongst 
library employees, and advances and strengthens the 
image of paraprofessionals. For complete award criteria, 
please see the nomination form. 

To submit your nomination, complete the form and 
send it, along with the requested supporting details, to 
Amanda Bracken, Chair of the Paraprofessional Round 
Table, at the following location. You may print and mail 
hard copies, or scan and email them. 

Amanda Bracken, Richland Library Main, Children’s 
Room, 1431 Assembly Street, Columbia, SC 29201. 
abracken@richlandlibrary.com

Nominations will be accepted through Friday, 
October 7th and all forms are available on the Awards 
page. Thank you for your submissions. Please contact 
sgough@richlandlibrary.com, or (803) 929-3478 if you 
have any questions.
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What do you do at the South 
Carolina State Library? 

I do all of the copy cataloging 
when new books arrive. I 
have been working on some 
digitization projects for our 
digital collection and I do some 
acquisition tasks.

What special projects have you 
been working on? 

Since I started here I have 
been digitizing the South 
Carolina Historical Association 
Proceedings starting from 1931 to 
the present. 

Have you recently come across 
something challenging, and how 
did you tackle it? 

Nothing too challenging so 
far, I’m still learning the standard 
protocols for cataloging and 
learning the collection so I’m 
constantly asking questions. 

What projects are in the near 
future for you? 

Recently I have been trained 
in metadata practices and was 
assigned metadata tasks for our 
digital collections. There is quite 
a large back log so I always have 
that to work on when there are 
gaps in between receiving new 
books. 

Do you have a favorite item or 
collection at the SCSL?  

I’m still learning the collection 
after being here for only four 
months but I just checked out a 
book on American documents 
being hidden during World War 
II for protection. I’m excited to 
read more about it.

This online resource provides access to 
over 500 fiction and non-fiction children’s 
books. Also included in the collection are 
works in French and Spanish, National 
Geographic videos, puzzles, games, and 
songs; all resources designed to teach 
children the joy of reading and learning.

Visit our Tumble Books page here.

Featured Resource: Tumble Books

Staff Spotlight: 
Sarah Pettus, Library Specialist
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