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This issue includes information on an award program, a regulatory update and more.  If you have 
questions or topic suggestions, please reply to this email.  
 
Boiler MACT Update 
On December 20, 2012, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued final 
reconsideration of Maximum Achievable Control Technology (MACT) standards for Industrial, 
Commercial and Institutional Boilers and Process Heaters at major and area sources.  "Major" 
sources are defined as sources that emit 10 tons per year of any hazardous air pollutants (HAP) 
or 25 tons per year of a mixture of HAP. "Area" sources consist of smaller-size facilities that emit 
less than 10 tons per year of a single HAP and less than 25 tons per year of a combination HAP. 
  
The EPA made adjustments to the rules in order to reflect operating conditions of specific types of 
boilers. For example, the EPA adjusted emission limits for certain pollutants in certain categories 
of major boilers, which resulted in both less and more stringent emission limits depending on 
what the new data demonstrated.  Furthermore, EPA added to and refined the list of boiler 
subcategories.  The EPA also extended the compliance deadline to 2016 for boilers located at 
major sources.  
 
The compliance date for the area source boiler rule remains March 21, 2014.  The final area 
source boiler rule changed the initial compliance tune-ups requirement from March 21, 2012 to 
March 21, 2014. In addition, the deadline for the initial notification was extended to January 20, 
2014.  
 
For more details, click here:  www.epa.gov/airquality/combustion. 
 
Smart Business and Green Hospitality Awards 
Applications are now being accepted for the Smart Business and Green Hospitality Awards.  The 
awards are given by DHEC's Office of Solid Waste Reduction and Recycling, to recognize the 
best waste reduction and recycling programs in the state.  Any South Carolina business, industry, 
retailer, restaurant or hotel/motel is eligible to apply.  The application must include activities and 
efforts that took place in Fiscal Year 2012 (July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012).   
  
Click here to download the application and get more information:  
www.scdhec.gov/environment/lwm/recycle/smart_business/awards.htm.  When completed, e-mail 
the file to smartbiz@dhec.sc.gov.  
  
The deadline to submit an application for Compass E-News readers is February 14, 2013.  
Winners will be announced in April 2013.    
  
For more information about these programs, visit the Smart Business Web site 
(www.scdhec.gov/environment/lwm/recycle/smart_business/index.htm) or the Green Hospitality 
Web site (www.scdhec.gov/environment/lwm/recycle/green_hospitality/index.htm). 
 
 
Regulatory Update 
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Bureau of Air Quality 
 
1. EPA Revises Annual PM2.5 Standard - On January 15, 2013, the EPA issued a final rule 

revising the annual PM2.5 standard by lowering the level from 15.0 to 12.0 mg/m
3
, but 

retaining the level of the 24-hour PM2.5 standard at 35 mg/m
3
. The rule also makes 

corresponding revisions to the data handling conventions for PM as well as to the ambient air 
monitoring, reporting, and network design requirements. The Federal Register notice 
detailing the above revisions is available at: www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2013-01-
15/pdf/2012-30946.pdf. 

 
2. Notice of Proposed Regulation: 2011 End of Year Revisions - On December 28, 2012, 

DHEC published a notice proposing to make 3 categories of amendments to Regulation 61-
62, Air Pollution Control Regulations and Standards, to include: Amendments to incorporate 
by reference certain federal rules issued in 2011; amendments to address EPA-required 
changes to Regulation 61-62.5, Std. 7.1 and 61-62.96; and amendments related to the five-
year regulatory audit required by the S.C. Administrative Procedures Act. 

 
The comment period for this Notice closes at 5 p.m. on January 28, 2013. Please contact 
Alan Hancock at (803) 898-4139 or hancocam@dhec.sc.gov for more information. The 
Notice is available at: 
www.scdhec.gov/environment/baq/publicnotice/docs/NPR_2011_EOY_20121228.pdf. 

 
3. Revisions to SC Air Quality Implementation Plan: Regional Haze Periodic Update - On 

December 27, 2012, DHEC submitted to the EPA its final SIP revision to address the 
requirements of the Regional Haze Rule at 40 CFR 51.308(g) requiring periodic reports 
evaluating the progression towards the state’s reasonable progress goals. A Notice of 
General Public Interest was published on October 26, 2012, which provided a 30-day public 
comment period along with a proposed public hearing. No public hearing was requested and 
the proposed hearing was canceled pursuant to 40 CFR 51.102. DHEC received comments 
from the EPA which have been addressed in the final SIP submittal. Please contact Maeve 
Mason at (803) 898-2230 or masonmr@dhec.sc.gov for more information. 

 
4. EPA Approves York County Nonattainment Area Redesignation Request for the 1997 8-

Hour Ozone NAAQS - On December 26, 2012, the EPA took final action (effective on 
publication date) to approve the redesignation request and to redesignate the York County 
nonattainment area to attainment for the 1997 0.08 parts-per-million 8-hour Ozone National 
Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS). In this action, the EPA also approved the York 
County 1997 8-hour Ozone Maintenance Plan that includes NOx and VOC Motor Vehicle 
Emission Budgets (MVEB) for 2013 and 2022. 

 
The Federal Register notice for this action can be found at: www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-
12-26/pdf/2012-30956.pdf. 

 
5. EPA Issues Final Boiler and CISWI Rules - On December 20, 2012, the EPA issued the 

final reconsidered Maximum Achievable Control Technology (MACT) standards for Industrial, 
Commercial and Institutional Boilers and Process Heaters at major and area sources, as well 
as the Commercial and Industrial Solid Waste Incineration (CISWI) units hazardous air 
pollution (HAP) rule. The EPA made adjustments to this rule in order to reflect operating 
conditions of specific types of boilers. In a separate but related rulemaking, the EPA revised 
the non-hazardous materials rule to define which materials are “solid waste” when burned in 
a combustion unit, which helps determine those standards, either boiler or CISWI, that apply 
at a unit burning these materials. 

 
More information can be found at: www.epa.gov/airquality/combustion. 
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6. EPA Issues Final Amendments to Portland Cement Rules - On December 20, 2012, the 
EPA issued the final reconsidered Maximum Achievable Control Technology (MACT) 
standard for Portland Cement Plants. 

 
More information can be found at: www.epa.gov/airquality/cement/actions.html. 

 
7. EPA Denies South Carolina Request for Reconsideration of the Partial York County 

Designation for the 2008 8-hour Ozone NAAQS - On December 14, 2012, the EPA denied 
29 petitions asking for reconsideration of certain final area designations for the 2008 ozone 
National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS). In spring 2012, the EPA designated 46 
areas of the nation as being in nonattainment of the 2008 0.075 parts-per-million 8-hour 
Ozone NAAQS. More information on each of the petitioner’s requests and the EPA's 
responses can be found at: www.epa.gov/glo/designations/2008standards/petition.htm. 

 
The Federal Register notice, published January 7, 2013, announcing EPA’s denial of all 29 
petitions for reconsideration can be found at www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2013-01-
07/pdf/2013-00053.pdf. 

 
8. EPA Proposes Changes to MATS (Utility MACT) - On November 30, 2012, the EPA 

published proposed changes to the MATS Rule (Mercury and Air Toxics Standards) for future 
units. The proposed changes do not affect existing units. The comment period closed 
December 31, 2012. The Federal Register notice is available at: www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-
2012-11-30/pdf/2012-28729.pdf, and an EPA Fact Sheet is available at: 
www.epa.gov/mats/pdfs/20121116factsheet.pdf. 

 
 
 
Personnel Update 
Stacey Washington, previously with DHEC's Center for Environmental Sustainability, has been 
moved to the DHEC Recycling Office and will be the new program manager for the S.C. Smart 
Business Recycling Program and will assist with the S.C. Green Hospitality Program. She will 
remain the DHEC Environmental Sustainability contact. 
 
Green Tip 
Does your facility have a cafeteria or generate a lot of usable cardboard boxes?  If so, consider 
donating food to a food bank or shelter.  Food banks will accept nonperishable food items and 
most shelters will accept whole containers of cooked food.  Food banks are also in need of 
cardboard boxes.  Helping your community is always a great way to show community support and 
as a bonus you will also help reduce your environmental impact.  If you would like more 
information contact DHEC’s Office of Solid Waste Reduction and Recycling at 1-800-768-7348.   
 
 
 
Additional Newsletters 
  
UST Newsletter 
www.scdhec.gov/environment/lwm//usthome/ust_news.htm   
  
Swimming Pool Newsletter - Newsplash 
www.scdhec.gov/environment/water/recreation.htm#splash  
  
  
  
Subscribe/Unsubscribe information 
  
To subscribe or unsubscribe to this newsletter send an email to enviroassist@dhec.sc.gov.   
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Visit the Compass website:  www.scdhec.gov/compass  
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