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Message from the Chair 

 Leon A. Love 
 
 

Greetings  to our wonderful and dedicated network 
of members, partners, supporters and associates. 
Outgoing chair Bhakti L. Hough has passed the  
baton back to me to continue  the work of 
spearheading our united goal to identify and 
promote the preservation of our state’s vast and rich 
African American experience.  
 
Annual Meeting  2013, held in March, kicked off our 20th anniversary 
celebration. The theme was “Still Standing!  The first 20 Years of the 
SCAAHC” - a powerful testimony to our having been deep in the 
trenches diligently pursuing to fulfill our mission since 1993. We’ve had 
much success as a result of the many strong alliances we’ve forged 
with so many of you, and we can’t ever thank you enough. Our focus 
this year was “From Civil War to Civil Rights.”  Presentations by award-
winning actress Natalie Daise and veteran photographer Cecil Williams 
were exceptional.  Our annual POPIH awards recognized the dynamic 
work of both citizens and organizations.  See pages 2-3.   
 
On June 13th, we’ll descend on the SC Archives & History Center for a 
panel discussion and screening of the upcoming PBS documentary 
“Homegoings.”  So many thanks to our sponsors and partners. See 
pages 4-5. 
 
Finally, if you have not done so, please consider joining  the South 
Carolina African American Heritage Foundation, the Commission’s 
fundraising companion organization. Your membership helps us to 
continue the work we’ve begun statewide as we head toward our 
second 20 years and beyond.  See page 8. 
 
Thank you one and all for your attention and ongoing support.   
 
 
 

 

The mission of the South Carolina African American Heritage Commission is to identify and 
promote the preservation of historic sites, structures, buildings, and culture of the African 
American experience in South Carolina and to assist and enhance the efforts of the South 

Carolina Department  of Archives and History. 

http://shpo.sc.gov/res/Pages/SCAAHC.aspx  & 
http://scaaheritagefound.org/ 
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Annual Meeting 2013                                     
Friday, March 15th                                                  

SC Archives & History Center, Columbia          
 

Preserving Our Places In History                        
Awards Luncheon                                               

Congratulations  ~                                                        
The SCAAHC salutes your dedication to uplift your communities!                   

Right - Charleston County was 
given the Organization 
Award by Rep. Clyburn for the 
Palmetto Commerce Parkway, 
Inland Rice Fields Mitigation 
Effort.  A County representative 
accepted the award. 

Left -  Curtis Franks (pictured 
on right) received the                 
Individual Award from SC 
Rep. William “Bill” Clyburn  
for his curatorial work 
through the years at the 
Avery Research Center at the 
College of Charleston. 

Above - The Town of Mt. Pleasant   
received the Project Award for the US 
Highway 17 Road Widening Project.    
A Town representative accepted the 
award from Rep. Clyburn. 

Right - Historic Columbia    
Foundation was presented the 
Group Award for its oversight of 
the Mann-Simons Site.  HCF    
representatives accepted the 
award from Rep. Clyburn.   
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Annual Meeting 2013  

From Civil War to Civil Rights              
Students from Columbia and Hartsville were treated to a performance by award-winning actress and Gullah     
Gullah Island star Natalie Daise during the annual meeting.  Ms. Daise gave a riveting performance of “Becoming 
Harriet Tubman” at the South Carolina Archives and History Center.  A generous grant from the Duke Energy   
Foundation helped to underwrite the day, to include providing the funds for the students to be able to attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During intermission, Congressman James E. Clyburn was presented the Herbert A. 
DeCosta Trailblazer Award for his preservation efforts for HBCUs, the National         
Heritage Corridor and the Gullah Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor.  Clyburn’s      
Congressional aide, Hope Derrick, (center) accepted the award from Rep. Clyburn and 
state Rep. Jerry Govan (far right). 

 

Also, Dr. Walter Edgar of Columbia (left) was presented the Lifetime Achievement Award 
for his documenting and publishing South Carolina’s history. 

 

 

 

 

Columbia mayor Steve Benjamin 
(center) is surrounded by students from 
Hartsville who attended Natalie Daise’s 
“Becoming Harriet Tubman” (pictured 
top right).  Students from Martin de 
Porres School in Columbia also at-
tended.  The other educational session    
was led by acclaimed Civil Rights      
photographer Cecil Williams (bottom 
left) who shared reflections on his    
Photojournalism career.                            
Photos on pp. 2-3 by Terry James     
except for Ms. Daise & Mr. Williams. 
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New PBS film “Homegoings”                              

to be Screened in Columbia on June 13th                    
Features South Carolina native and legendary Harlem funeral director Isaiah Owens 

The South Carolina African American Heritage Commission will host a screening of the new PBS film 
“Homegoings,” which explores the rich and significant custom of burials and funerals in the African American 
community, at 5 p.m. Thursday, June 13, in the auditorium of the South Carolina Department of Archives and  
History on Parklane Road.  The story is told through the eyes of Isaiah Owens, a legendary undertaker of the     
historic Harlem neighborhood in New York City, who is a native of Branchville, South Carolina.  Owens felt that 
undertaking was his “calling,” having had an interest in dignifying and respecting the departed since early child-
hood in Branchville.  See the trailer for the film, which will have its broadcast premiere on the POV series later in 
the month at http://www.pbs.org/pov/pressroom/2013/homegoings-kicks-off-pov-26-season-on-pbs.php 

 Owens will attend the screening on June 13th and will receive a Concurrent Resolution from members of the 
state legislature.  He will also address the audience about his “calling” and the funeral traditions of African Ameri-
cans. Also during the evening, a panel of notable funeral directors from across the state will discuss, among many 
topics, how funerals have evolved from grieving events to somber celebrations.  Serving on the panel will be:     

 Chris Leevy Johnson of Leevy’s Funeral Home in Columbia     

 James Flemming of Flemming Funeral Homes in Chesterfield 

 Rep. Anne Parks of Parks Funeral Home in Greenwood 

 Herbert Fielding of Fielding Home for Funerals in Charleston 

 Orangeburg Co. Coroner Samuetta Marshall of Shuler-Marshall Funeral Home in Holly Hill                                            

“Homegoings” was produced and directed by Christine Turner, and will be broadcast nationally on PBS stations 
on the award-winning POV (Point of View) series on Monday, June 24, 2013 at 10 p.m. (Check local listings.)  
 
Visit www.pbs.org/pov/homegoings for more information.                                                                                                              
This event is a collaboration with POV, PBS’ award-winning nonfiction film series.                                
www.pbs.org/pov 

 

This program is sponsored by The Humanities CouncilSC, a state program of the National Endowment for the    
Humanities; inspiring, engaging and enriching South Carolinians with programs on literature, history, culture    
and heritage. 
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Many Thanks                                  
to our other “Homegoings” 

Sponsors  

And ~ Countless 
Thanks                

to our  Partners  

                                                    
                                  
                

                

   Pan-African Studies 
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News from the  
South Carolina Department  

of Archives and History 
 

Elizabeth M. Johnson 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Office 

 
Preservation Conference Preservations Online                                                                           
Many of the presentations from the SC Historic Pres-
ervation Conference held on April 16, 2013 have 
been posted on the SHPO website at http://
shpo.sc.gov/events/Pages/2013Conf.aspx . Thank 
you to all of our speakers who shared their knowl-
edge, and to all of our attendees who provided a 
great audience.  Plans are already underway for next 
year’s conference, which we hope will be even more 
informative and enjoyable. 
 
2013 National Historic Landmark Photo Contest 
The 2013 National Historic Landmark Photo Con-
test is accepting entries through July 9th.  National 
Historic Landmarks (NHLs) are nationally significant 
historic places designated by the Secretary of the 
Interior because they possess exceptional value or 
quality in illustrating or interpreting the heritage of 
the United States. There are just over 2,500 places, 
objects or districts that are designated as NHLs. For 
a list by state, including the 76 NHLs in South Caro-
lina click on this link http://www.nps.gov/history/
nhl/2013photocontest/LIST3-13b.pdf.   For addi-
tional information and complete contest rules, visit 
the 2013 NHL Photo Contest web page at -http://
www.nps.gov/history/nhl/2013photocontest/. 

 
NEW  August 14, 2013  Humanities CouncilSC Major 
Grants:  The next  round for Major Grants ($2000 - 
$8000) is due August 14.  Grants support public pro-
grams designed to be accessible by a broad audi-
ence, to serve citizens in urban, rural, and small-town 
settings, and to make possible humanities programs 
that illuminate and enrich the lives of both audiences 
and scholars.  Drafts are strongly encouraged and will 
be accepted any time prior to the deadline. For more 
information see http://schumanities.org/grants/
howtoapply or call 803-771-2477.  
 
 

 
“Turning Points: Ordinary People Doing Extraordinary 
Things” the American Association for State and Local 
History Annual Meeting, September 18 – 21, 2013, 
Birmingham, AL. Information will be posted on http://
www.aaslh.org/CurrentAnnualMeeting.htm.  

NEW Archaeology Field Day, September 21, 2013 at 
Santee State Park.  Sponsored by the Archaeological 
Society of South Carolina, this annual event features 
demonstrations, educational sessions, and hands 
on activities. Information will be posted on http://
www.assc.net/.  

Chicora Foundation Adds Publications to Website                           
Chicora Foundation has recently posted 22 Chicora 
Research Series publications to their website http://
www.chicora.org/researchseries.html.  Included in 
the additions are several major Beaufort County  
plantations, including Cotton Hope (RS 21), St.     
Queuntens (RS 51), and Roupelmond (RS 53), as well 
as a study of the Broom Hall Plantation (RS 44).     
Other reports include work at the Greenville Sampson 
Mill Village (RS 36) and urban archaeology at         
Princess Street in downtown Charleston (RS 45). 
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Spotlight on…                 
 

Dawn Dawson-House 
Columbia             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Dawn Dawson-House became an ex-officio member 
of the SCAAHC in January 2013.  She is director of 
Public Relations & Information for the South Carolina 
Department of Parks, Recreation & Tourism. She and 
her team share stories about the distinctive people 
and places of South Carolina that make it a great 
place to visit. 
 
They make available to media all the resources – 
quality photography, facts and figures, characters for 
interview -- to help develop good, compelling articles.  
They also host qualified journalists who are on       
assignment and need research tours.  They respond 
to media inquiries and questions that help build sto-
ries.  Much of the information they share can be 
found online at www.SCMediaRoom.com.  
 
Dawn has been working in public relations for the 
state department of Parks, Recreation & Tourism for 
more than 20 years.  She had been a reporter for The 
State newspaper in Columbia, SC  prior to joining the 
agency in 1989. 
 
 

 

SCAAHC Charter member       
Michael Allen receives the 2013 

Governor’s Award 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael A. Allen, Community Partnership Specialist  
at the National Park Service, was chosen to receive 
the 2013 Historic Preservation Governor’s Award on 
June 11th. The award was presented by Governor 
Nikki R. Haley outside the governor’s office in the   
lower lobby of the State House followed by a recep-
tion.  Michael was nominated by fellow SCAAHC   
member Jannie Harriot and recognizes him for his 
ongoing dedication and commitment to education, 
preservation and for building partnerships locally, 
regionally and nationally. Congratulations Mike !! 

                                                       
The Facebook page for the       
National Park Service’s Harriet 
Tubman Underground Railroad 
National Monument was       
extremely busy between the 
end of May and the first part  
of June sharing links and    
messages in observance of the 
150th anniversary of sister 

Tubman’s historic and heroic involvement in the raid 
at Combahee Ferry. Various programs and discus-
sions have been held throughout the country. See 
https://www.facebook.com/HarrietTubmanNPS . 

 Call & Response is the official newsletter of the      
South Carolina African American Heritage Commission,         
A. Shinault-Small, Editor. Views expressed do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of the South Carolina 
Department of Archives and History (SCDAH). 
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 South Carolina African American Heritage Foundation 

http://scaaheritagefound.org/ 
The South Carolina African American Heritage Foundation supports the efforts of the South     
Carolina African Heritage Commission to identify and promote the preservation of historic sites, 
structures buildings, and culture of the African American experience and to assist and  enhance  
the efforts of the South Carolina Department of Archives and History. 

 
Please consider supporting these efforts by becoming a member of the SCAAH Foundation.   
Members receive: 

 Invitations to all Commission meetings 
 A copy of African American Historic Places in South Carolina 
 A subscription to Call & Response, the Commission’s quarterly newsletter 
 A subscription to News and Notes, a monthly online newsletter from the 
    Historic Preservation Division of the SC Department of Archives & History 
 Notification of special workshops and meetings 
 Discount registrations for workshops and meetings 

 

 Membership Form 
    Please complete and return to:  South Carolina African American Heritage Foundation 
 P.O.  Box 1053  Hartsville, SC  29551 or contact:  Jannie Harriot at  843-917-3350               
 or e-mail scaaheritagefound@gmail.com . 
  

           I would like to become member of the South Carolina African American Heritage                             
 Foundation.  Enclosed is my $25 annual membership; $75 for families. 

           Our non-profit organization or church would like to become a Foundation member.    
         Enclosed is our $100 annual membership which allows 4 of our members to get              
         discounted registrations. 

           Our business or corporation would like to become a Foundation member. Enclosed is 
 our $150 annual membership which allows 6 of our members to get discounted                     

         registrations. 
           Enclosed is a contribution to the SC African American Heritage Foundation.  

 
ALL CONTRIBUTIONS AND MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE       

                                                                                                     
Name   _________________________________________________________________________ 

 
      Address  _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
       Phone #   _______________________________  E-Mail   ________________________________   

  

   

The African American Heritage              
Foundation’s on Facebook !!   Click on   
the 1st link to the SCAAHC web page at 
the upper left corner of page 1, beneath 
our logo, then click on the  Facebook 
link.  Become a fan and join us there !!! 


