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In This Issue:Caroliniana Digital Collections 
Inspire New Book of Poetry and 
Prose from South Carolina Authors
Found Anew: Poetry 
and Prose Inspired 
by the South 
Caroliniana Library 
Digital Collections is 
an anthology of new 
poetry and prose 
from writers with 
strong ties to the 
Palmetto State that 
creatively engages 
with historical 
photographs found 
in the digital 
collections of the 
University of South 
Carolina’s South 
Caroliniana Library.

Editors R. Mac Jones and Ray 
McManus have recruited an 
impressive group of poets and 
fiction writers, including National 
Book Award–winning poets 
Terrance Hayes and Nikky Finney 
(who provides the foreword); their 
fellow South Carolina Academy 
of Authors honorees Gilbert 
Allen, John Lane, Bret Lott, 
George Singleton, and Marjory 
Wentworth; Lillian Smith Award–
winner Pam Durban, and others.

Thirty-one pairings of archival 
images with original creative 
responses illustrate the breadth 
and richness of the diverse talents 

of South Carolina writers. While 
the digital collections are a much-
valued resource for researchers 
and educators, “Found Anew” 
encourages a wider use as a source 
of inspiration for writers and 
artists inventing narratives set in 
and about South Carolina.

Jones and McManus signed copies 
of the book at the University 
South Caroliniana Society holiday 
book signing on Dec. 3, 2015 at 
USC’s Hollings Library.
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Cocky’s Reading Express Celebrates 10 years
In the last ten years, Cocky’s 
Reading Express (CRE) has evolved 
into a unique and creative outreach 
program that strives to change 
attitudes toward reading through 
getting children excited about 
reading, hosting family literacy 
events, and providing children with 
their own special books to begin or 
add to their home library. 

Since the creation by USC student 
leaders and SLIS, CRE has put more 
than 100,000 books in the hands of 
our children and we celebrated 10 
years with a CockyTales gala. Great 
fun was had by all as we honored 
the many donors that make CRE 
possible. Photos of the fun are on 
Flickr: flickr.com/photos/slisphotos/
albums/72157660987656690.  

South Carolina Governor Nikki 
Haley proclaimed December 12-18 
as Cocky’s Reading Express 10th 
Anniversary Week:

“Whereas ... Cocky’s Reading 
Express makes reading fun and 
exciting and motivates children to 
read each day. ...”

“Whereas, touching students and 
families in every county of the 
state, Cocky’s Reading Express 

fosters a lifelong love of reading 
and increased literacy for people of 
all ages.”

L-R: Kim Jeffcoat, Helen Fellers, 
Cocky, Kelly Trowbridge, Christine 
Shelek. Photo credit: Lewis Zeigler

Cocky’s Reading Express™ is a collaboration between the University 
of South Carolina Student Government and the School of Library and 

Information Science Center for Children’s Books and Literacy.

USC students travel the state with their friend, Cocky, visiting 
elementary schools across South Carolina. The students read to the 

children, and Cocky helps the children understand the importance of 
life-long reading.

https://www.sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/cic/library_and_information_science/literacy/cockys_reading_express/
https://www.sc.edu/study/colleges_schools/cic/library_and_information_science/literacy/cockys_reading_express/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/slisphotos/albums/72157660987656690
https://www.flickr.com/photos/slisphotos/albums/72157660987656690
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York County Library Rings in the Holidays at the 
Annual ChristmasVille Festival
by Diane Williams, Children’s Services 
Manager, York County Library

As part of Rock Hill’s 10th annual 
ChristmasVille celebration, the 
York County Main Library offered 
holiday programs and activities for 
all ages during this year’s festival, 
held December 3-6. Sponsored by the 
City of Rock Hill, ChristmasVille was 
held in historic downtown Rock Hill. 
The festival celebrates the Christmas 
season while showcasing artwork by 
Vernon Grant, a long-time Rock Hill 
resident and creator of the Kellogg’s 
Rice Krispies Snap! Crackle! Pop! 
characters. 

On Thursday, December 3, from 
4:00-6:00 p.m., YCL hosted Elves in 
the Shelves, a free holiday program 
for children and families. This annual 
program is a family favorite and 
is designed to bring children and 
families together at the library during 
this special time of the year. This year’s 

event was a huge success with over 
538 attending. Festivities included 
holiday Celtic music by Dale Brook, 
the Magikal Minstrel, email Letters 
to Santa, seasonal children’s crafts 
by area community partners, face 
painting, bookmobile tours, and a 
visit from the ever popular Elf on the 
Shelf. Holiday books and resources 
were available for checkout, and 
the Friends of the Library provided 
cookies and warm cocoa to all library 
guests. 

Families lined-up early to participate 
in all the exciting holiday activities 
offered in the library. Family pictures 
made with the Elf on the Shelf and 
Letters to Santa were both very 
popular. With staff assistance, children 
completed their letters via computer. 
A “Santa Snooper” video feature, 
included on the website at emailsanta.
com/email_santa.asp was shown on a 
mounted television screen to children 
and families as they waited to write 

and send their special 
letter to the North Pole. 

Another highlight of the 
evening was the Palmetto 
Reading Council’s book 
giveaway. Instead of a 
holiday related craft, this 
organization provided a 
free book for all children 
who attended. A member 
of the Council shared a 
story of how one mother, 

who visited their table, had been 
struggling to learn to read and speak 
English. When the mother saw the 
books available for the children, she 
was overjoyed to see that one of them 
was a book that she had just learned to 
read at the Rock Hill School District’s 
Parent Resource Center. The Council 
member was more than happy to give 
this mother her very own copy to keep 
and to enjoy. 

In addition to Elves in the Shelves, 
YCL also offered an adult Candy Cane 
Wreath workshop, and the Friends of 
the Library held their annual Holiday 
Book Sale for the public during 
ChristmasVille. The York County 
Library continues to offer free and fun 
ways to connect with the community 
and showcase our resources.

Photos, courtesy of York County 
Library: “Jingle,” York County Library’s 
Elf on the Shelf. A young library patron 
working on her email letter to Santa.

http://emailsanta.com/email_santa.asp
http://emailsanta.com/email_santa.asp
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SC Welcomes New Public Library Directors
Cherokee County

Benjamin D. Loftis was chosen by the 
Cherokee County Library Board of 
Trustees as the new Director of the 
Cherokee County Library. Loftis has 
most recently served as Director of 
the Union County Carnegie Library. 
He was previously employed by the 
Spartanburg County Library System.

He earned his Master of Library and 
Information Science degree at the 
University of South Carolina’s Davis 
College. He completed his Bachelor’s 
degree at Clemson University Calhoun 
Honors College with a major in history 
and a minor in Sport Management. 
At Clemson, he was a member of 
Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Alpha Theta 
(National History Honor Society), 
Alpha Lambda Delta, Mortar Board 
and Golden Key. He has a professional 
certificate of Librarianship from the 
State Library of South Carolina.

While serving as the Director of the 
Union County Carnegie Library, Loftis 
was a member of the Rotary Club of 
Union, the Union County Historical 

Society, the Union County Clemson 
Club and Tabernacle Baptist Church. 
Loftis’ professional activities include 
the First Steps of Union county board 
of directors, SC Library Evergreen 
Delivery System Advisory board, 
SC Association of Public Library 
Administrators.

Marion County

The Marion County Library welcomes 
Diann Smothers as its new library 
director. Ms. Smothers comes to South 
Carolina from Boston, MA where she 
resided for nearly two decades and 
where she most recently served as a 
librarian at Northeastern University. 
But don’t ask her to ‘pahk the cah’! 
You’ll find no Boston accent here. 

Having grown up in nearby 
Chesterfield County, she is not a 
stranger to the Pee Dee area. When 
asked about the return to her home 
state, Diann said, “It’s truly a blessing 
to work and live close to family and 

friends. More than that, I’m incredibly 
excited to have this opportunity, and 
looking forward to seeing how our 
libraries can serve the residents of 
Marion County. This is such a great 
place to be, and I’ve already met some 
amazing people, most especially the 
library staff.” 

Diann holds a Master’s of Library 
and Information Science from the 
University of South Carolina, and a 
Master’s of Business Administration 
from Northeastern University. Diann 
notes that despite being an alumna 
of USC, she has quite a lot of orange 
décor. “Please don’t hold that against 
me!”

Chesterfield County

Michael N. Kaltwang has lived and 
worked in Chesterfield County his 
whole life (except for time away during  
college).  A few years after getting his 
B.A., and after a few job changes, one 
thing led to another and his education, 
skills, and previous work experience 
landed him a job at Northeastern 
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Technical College (NETC) as Distance 
Learning Coordinator.  It was this 
position which afforded him the 
opportunity to work at the NETC 
library circulation desk from time to 
time and this is where he fell in love 
with library services. He decided to 
further his education and subsequently 
earned Master of Library and 
Information Science degree from USC.

After earning his MLIS in 2007, he 
changed positions within the college 
and started teaching full-time in the 
Computer Technology Department.  
It was in the summer of 2010 that he 
accepted the Interim Head Librarian 
position for the college.  He states that 
he, “learned a tremendous amount 
about library services during that 
period, but I stayed in that position for 
just a short period of time before being 
promoted to Assistant Dean of Arts.” 

Michael was very excited for the 
opportunity to come to work for 
Chesterfield County in 2015 and get 
back into library services.  Public 
library systems are very different from 
academic library systems and he is 
learning as he goes.  He also said that, 
“this has been a great move for me, 
and I am very happy to be here.  This is 
where I belong!”

Kershaw County

The following is an email interview 
arranged by SC State Library staff 
member, Sheila Dorsey (Collection 
Management) with Amber Conger, 
Director of the Kershaw County Public 
Library.

What drew you to Kershaw County 
Public Library? 

In spite of being next door to 
Columbia, Kershaw County has its 
own strong identity, and the citizens 
truly take pride in their unique 
history, culture, and community.   
That kind of spunk resonates with me 
so I knew that this community would 
be an excellent fit, and I already knew 
that their library was both well-loved 
and well-managed.  The opportunity 
to lead this library was one I could not 
pass up.

What was the first thing you thought 
when you saw the posting?

When I saw the job posting I thought, 
“this position is amazing and it’s 
a long shot, but I’m going for it 
anyway!”.  I had no idea if I even stood 
a chance; although I have management 
experience elsewhere, I haven’t had it 
in a library.  I was thrilled to receive 
the call to be interviewed and I was 
able to show the Board my experience 
in other areas that would give them 

confidence in my ability to serve as 
director. 

What do you find most rewarding since 
you arrived as director?

I have been blown away by the love 
of the library that I’ve found in my 
staff, Board of Trustees, and Friends 
group.  My staff members are so kind 
and dedicated to their work, my Board 
is committed and caring, and my 
600-strong Friends group is extremely 
involved and active for a community 
this size.  I’m excited to see where we 
will go with all of this enthusiasm and 
energy!

What book are you reading right now?

I’m reading “What I Talk About When 
I Talk About Running”, a memoir by 
Haruki Murakami.  I took up running 
again three years ago, and it may 
sound funny but pushing through 
what I thought were my physical limits 
has shown me where I can break 
through in other areas, too.  Nearly 
every runner has a similar story, and 
it’s interesting to see the ways that 
others have also grown as a result of 
something so simple.

What do you see as the most positive 
contribution of public librarians/
librarianship today?

Empowerment!  Anyone of any age 
can walk through our doors and find 
tools and services to help them grow 
personally or professionally, solve 
problems, and improve their lives.  
There’s no substitute for us.
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Who is the person 
you admire most, 
and why?

President Jimmy 
Carter, for always 
staying true to 
himself and his 
values.  Even though 
he may not have 
been our most 
effective president, 
he has continued 
to work tirelessly 
toward creating the 
world he wants to 
see and has had a 
far greater impact 
out of office than 
in.  I attended his 

Sunday School class 
in Plains, GA and 
that’s a memory I’ll 
always treasure.  You 
could sense kindness 
and love for others 
radiating from 
him; he’s a person 
who truly has his 
priorities straight.

What is your 
greatest career 
accomplishment, so 
far?

This year I was 
elected as 1st Vice-
President of SCLA, 
and I have to say, 
I have loved every 

minute of being 
involved with 
the association!  
My colleagues 
throughout the state 
are brilliant and fun 
people who’ve taught 
me so much, and it’s 
an honor to be asked 
to serve.

For more 
information about 
South Carolina’s 
Public Libraries, 
please visit  the 
SC Association 
of Public Library 
Administrator’s 
website at scapla.org.

York County Library 
Announces 2015 Employee 
of the Year

Mike Hyde has been named the York 
County Library’s Employee of the Year 
for 2015.  The building superintendent 
for all five libraries and the bookmobile 
in the York County system, Mike’s 
personal commitment to quality is 
obvious in everything he does.  He 
consistently “goes the extra mile,” even 
coming in to work on days off to check 
the libraries during inclement weather.  
His abilities and contributions are an 
important key to the success of the 
library.

Mike began working for the York 
County Library system 8 years ago in 

a part-time capacity and the director 
quickly saw the need to put his expertise 
to work on a full-time basis.  Through 
his knowledge of the building trades, 
he has saved the library thousands of 
dollars during his tenure.

Mike and his wife Ginger Sawyer, the 
Children’s Department manager at the 
Main Library, are parents to a second 
grade daughter, Tess, and residents of 
York, SC.

For more information about York 
County Libraries, visit www.yclibrary.
org.

Across South Carolina we 
can be better prepared for 

future emergencies! Register 
today for the 2016 PALMCOP 

daylong conference to be held in 
Columbia, SC, January 22. Early 
registration deadline is January 
8, 2016. For a detailed schedule 
and registration information, 

please visit the PALMCOP 
website.

http://scapla.org
http://www.yclibrary.org
http://www.yclibrary.org
http://www.preservationsc.org/annual-conference.html
http://www.preservationsc.org/annual-conference.html
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Charleston County Library 
Board to Conduct National 
Search for Director
The Charleston County Public Library 
Board of Trustees announced today it 
would conduct a national search for a 
new director who will lead efforts to 
build five new libraries and renovate 
13 other libraries.

“On Monday, the board regretfully 
accepted the resignation of our 
director, Doug Henderson,” said board 
chair Janet Segal. “His professional 
and dynamic leadership over the last 
five years put us in the good place 
we are in today -- to be able to have 
a chance to improve library services 
dramatically in new ways and in 
new locations. His public service to 

Charleston County will be greatly 
missed.”

Henderson, 65, will remain as director 
until January 30, 2016, at which time 
Deputy Director Cynthia Bledsoe will 
take over as interim director, Segal 
said. Starting immediately, the board 
is launching a national search for a 
leader to direct the library system 
as it expands locations and services 
following passage of a $108.5 million 
referendum in November 2014.

“My time at the helm of the 
Charleston County Public Library 
has been tremendously rewarding 

and stimulating,” Henderson said. 
“I’m proud to have led the library and 
its employees as they prepare for the 
exciting changes that are ahead in 
the near future. This is a good time 
to transition to a new director for the 
expanding library system.”

Did you know you can access digitized images 
of the Belle W. Baruch Collection from the 
Hobcaw Barony online?  In a December 20, 
1907 penny postcard with divided back, Belle 
Baruch writes from New York City to her sister 
at Hobcaw, “Dear sister, lots of kisses from sister 
Belle.” It would have been a rare exception for 
the Bernard Baruch family not to be together 
at Hobcaw Barony for the Christmas season; 
however, the entire family may have been at 
Hobcaw by Christmas Day in 1907. For more 
images, please visit the Georgetown County 
Digital Library’s Belle W. Baruch Collection 
online at http://bit.ly/1TDuHFc.

http://bit.ly/1TDuHFc
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New South Carolina State Government 
Documents for October

The South Carolina Digital State Documents Depository provides 
access to publications produced by state agencies and state-supported 
academic institutions. These publications provide citizens with crucial 
information about state government, including statistics, annual 
accountability reports, and data on a wide variety of topics related to 
the state. The new October South Carolina State Documents publication 
provides a description, author, and link to the full-text for each new 
agency document.

This month, we highlight the South Carolina Department of Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism’s official South Carolina BBQ trail map, 
featuring information on the four barbecue sauces of the state and 
listings of over 200 restaurants!

Of note also is the South Carolina Department of Health and 
Environmental Control’s handout on indoor mold after South Carolina’s 
2015 severe flooding with information on the presence of mold after 

a flood, signs of mold, people at greatest risk for health effects from mold, possible health effects of mold 
exposure and cleaning wet or moldy Items after a flood. It also provides links to websites for additional 
information and resources. 

State Library Welcomes 
New Staff Member
Serena Saunders joined the South Carolina State 
Library on December 2, 2015 as a Senior Procurement 
Specialist for the finance department. Serena came to 
us from the Department of Disabilities and Special 
Needs. Serena is originally from Jamaica, New York 
and moved to South Carolina in 2009. She currently 
lives in Columbia with her husband and 3 children. 

http://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/handle/10827/1
http://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/bitstream/handle/10827/20258/SCSL_New_State_Documents_2015-10.pdf
http://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/handle/10827/20029
http://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/handle/10827/20059
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Continuing to Help Libraries Affected by the 
October 2015 Flood 
by Denise Lyons, Deputy Director of 
Statewide Development

If you have been to any of the 
American Library Association 
conferences in the past years, you 
may have seen, attended or wanted to 
attend the Association of American 
Publishers (AAP) programs such 
as Book Buzz, Family Feud or the 
LibraryReads Breakfast. Every time 
I have attended a program, I have 
received such wonderful information 
to take back and share with our 
libraries of all sizes.

When the thousand-year rainfall 
event hit South Carolina and the 
flooding began, we at the State 
Library queried our libraries to find 
out what was happening inside their 
buildings, especially with collections. 
For as many articles that are written 
about society’s growing disinterest in 
print, there are so many more people 
passionate about their book in its 
traditional format. We found this to be 
the case during this recent disaster.

Volunteer groups, school groups, 
PTAs, individuals and families called 
and emailed to find out where they 
could donate books. The shelters were 
filled with boxes of all kinds of reading 
material and many others offered to 
host book drives and serve as drop off 
sites. Authors themselves like Barbara 
Delinsky and Toni Yuly sent their 
books. The State Library began to 
make inquiries to libraries and schools 
to find out what had been damaged 
and what was in need of replacement.

Becca Worthington, who is now at 
ImaginOn, Charlotte and Tina Jordan 

helped to spread the message to the 
Association of American Publishers 
(AAP) whose members responded 
rapidly and cheerfully!

The Association of American 
Publishers (AAP) is the largest U.S. 
trade association for the consumer, 
educational, professional and scholarly 
publishing industry with more than 
400 member organizations include 
U.S.-based multinational corporations, 
independent publishers, university 
presses, nonprofit publishers, 
professional and scholarly societies 
and industry service providers.

To date, we have received nearly 
4,000 new books from publishers and 
their subsidiaries such as Macmillan, 
Hachette Book Group including Little 
Brown & Co., Greenwillow, Quirk 
Publishing, Abrams including Amulet, 
and Simon & Schuster including 
Athenaeum Books among other 
imprints. 

These books are in the process of 
being distributed. So far, we have 
been able to support the request 
of the Georgetown County School 
District who had 93 students in need 
of materials. Also, the Williamsburg 
Public Library came to add a variety 
of new titles for children and adults 
in print and audio formats to their 
collection. In a few days, the Director 
and staff from the Harvin Clarendon 
County Library in Manning (home of 
Peggy Parish) and Orangeburg County 
library system will come to add youth 
and adult titles to their collections for 
circulation and for outreach.

Because of the generosity of the 

publishers, we have books for all ages. 
Some are hardback while others are 
paperback. We have graphic novels, 
fiction, non-fiction, cookbooks, series 
paperbacks, board books, display 
books and even a few signed copies. 
Because of the number of schools 
and libraries that we will work in 
distributing them across South 
Carolina, the State Library is grateful 
to acknowledge all the support and 
generosity which will make for happy 
holidays across the state.
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Strategic Planning Takes a Leap 
Forward with Data Analytics 
by Jackie Sullivan and Sarah Withers

Mastering data analytics for public 
library administrators and their 
board of trustees is a critical success 
factor for planning and community 
engagement. The South Carolina 
State Library wanted to optimize 
the strategic planning resources 
that public libraries currently have 
available including collection strategy, 
materials investment, outreach, and 
programming to drive more value to 
the communities they serve.

The State Library knew data analytics 
is what public library directors and 
their management team would 
benefit from most to leverage local 
demographic and collection use 
statistics to answer questions such 
as: Who is using our services? Is 
our programming relevant? What 
direction are patrons heading? What 
areas can we grow by investing more 
budget dollars? Are we maximizing 
our resources?

In October, the State Library 
implemented two modules from Gale’s 
Analytics On Demand: Analytic Tools 
for Patron Profiles and Marketing 
Action for Patrons for use by all 42 
public library systems. Leesa Aiken, 
Acting Agency Director, together with 
the Leadership Team at the South 
Carolina State Library saw the value 
of how the customized analytics 
reports would unlock valuable insights 
for library administrators about 
their community, as well as expand 
collaboration with the State Library to 
identify statewide trends, peer-to-peer 
to comparisons of libraries, and library 
advocacy initiatives.

Working closely with the State Library 
and Gale’s Customer Education and 
Customer Success teams, libraries 
receive hands-on training and ongoing 
support using Analytics On Demand. 
To support the collaborative efforts of 
the State Library, a Google Drive page 
was created which offers private access 
to library folders for report-sharing 
between individual libraries and the 
State Library.

We’re so pleased to be able to offer 
libraries in South Carolina the 
opportunity to access information 
specific to their communities so 
that they can deliver resources, and 
programs that meet the needs of 
their patrons. Analytics on Demand 
paints a picture of community use and 
impact that libraries can utilize to tell 
the stories of their communities in a 
direct, meaningful way. -Leesa M. 
Aiken, Acting Agency Director, South 
Carolina State Library

A statewide instance of the Gale 
Analytics on Demand Patron Profiles 
module provides the South Carolina 
State Library a unique opportunity 
to leverage patron data derived from 
specific county library systems. It also 
can help demonstrate to legislators who 
of their constituents are using the public 
library and how much to advocate for 
increased state funding for aid to public 
libraries in the state. -Chris Yates, 
Deputy Director, Library Resources 
and Services, South Carolina State 
Library

Analytics on Demand provides a level 
of information about our patrons 
that has never before been available 
to us. The detailed insights into our 

patrons will help us develop collections, 
programs, and services that meet 
their needs. -Jimmie Epling, Director, 
Darlington County Library System

Our library system is in the process 
of developing a new strategic plan, so 
Analytics on Demand couldn’t come at 
a better time for us. In our planning we 
are trying to better serve every segment 
of the community, not just the people 
we have always served or the people 
who are easiest to reach. We are still 
conducting traditional surveys and 
polling library users, but AOD gives us 
access to data we didn’t have previously. 
Some of the questions we’re hoping to 
answer:

• Which area of the county contains 
the largest concentration of library 
users?

• Which county residents travel the 
farthest to use the library?

• How does the travel time of internet 
users compared to the travel time of 
book users?

• Which demographics are we under-
serving?

The preliminary report alone was 
illuminating. It confirmed some of what 
we already believed about our customer 
base, but it also brought some new facts 
to light that I hadn’t known, even after 
studying census data and other sources. 
We’re looking forward to coming up 
with creative ways to use AOD. -P. 
Alan Smith, Director, Florence County 
Library

Please visit Gale Cenegage Learning’s 
website to learn more.

http://blog.gale.com/strategic-planning-takes-a-leap-forward-with-data-analytics/?utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=facebook&utm_source=socialnetwork
http://blog.gale.com/strategic-planning-takes-a-leap-forward-with-data-analytics/?utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=facebook&utm_source=socialnetwork
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Beaufort County Library Announces Lineup of 
Events for The Big Read Project
The Beaufort County Library System 
is pleased to announce dozens of 
events, book clubs, film showings, and 
other programs to celebrate The Big 
Read in January and February. The 
Library will focus on Their Eyes Were 
Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston. 
The Library is asking all residents of 
Beaufort County to read the book 
between now and the end of the year, 
and attend at least one program at the 
branches in early next year.

The opening kick-off event will occur 
at the St. Helena Branch Library 
on January 8, 2016 and will feature 
keynote speaker Dr. Lemuel Watson, 
Dean, USC College of Education, 
presenting Zora, In Her Own Words: 
The Love of Her People, Culture and 
Language. Attendees will be treated to 
complimentary cake and refreshments 
(celebrating Hurston’s birthday) and 
enjoy a live musical performance by 
local jazz legend Teddy Adams and his 
talented jazz ensemble.

The lineup includes an art exhibit and 
art discussion by famous local artist 
Cassandra Gillens, a basket weaving 
course with Jeryline Taylor, folktale 
discussions, Storyboard Workshops, 
Teacher Workshops, programs 
featuring famous local authors Dori 
Sanders and Diane Johnson, rhythmic 
storytelling fun with J’Miah Nabawi, 
a program featuring directors of the 
Mitchelville Project, book discussions 
with Dr. Gloria Holmes, film viewing 
and discussions, and a swingin’ Wrap 
Up Party at a ‘Juke Joint’ in Hilton 
Head. For an event schedule and 
more information about the project, 

visit beaufortcountylibrary.org/the-
big-read.  A major partner on this 
project is the Writing Improvement 
Network (WIN) and the S.C. Center 
for Educational Partnership that is 
housed at the College of Education at 
the University of South Carolina.

A program of the National 
Endowment for the Arts, The Big 
Read broadens our understanding 
of our world, our communities, and 
ourselves through the joy of sharing 
a good book. Managed by Arts 
Midwest, this initiative offers grants 
to support innovative community 
reading programs designed around 
a single book. The Big Read provides 
communities nationwide with the 
opportunity to read, discuss, and 
celebrate one of 37 selections from U.S. 
and world literature. The Big Read is a 
program of the National Endowment 
for the Arts in partnership with Arts 
Midwest. For more information about 
The Big Read please visit neabigread.
org.

Established by 
Congress in 1965, 
the National 
Endowment for 
the Arts is the 
independent 
federal agency 
whose funding 
and support gives 
Americans the 
opportunity to 
participate in the 
arts, exercise their 
imaginations, 
and develop 

their creative capacities. Through 
partnerships with state arts agencies, 
local leaders, other federal agencies, 
and the philanthropic sector, the NEA 
supports arts learning, affirms and 
celebrates America’s rich and diverse 
cultural heritage, and extends its work 
to promote equal access to the arts in 
every community across America. For 
more information, visit arts.gov.

Arts Midwest promotes creativity, 
nurtures cultural leadership, and 
engages people in meaningful arts 
experiences, bringing vitality to 
Midwest communities and enriching 
people’s lives. Based in Minneapolis, 
Arts Midwest connects the arts to 
audiences throughout the nine-state 
region of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Michigan, Minnesota, North Dakota, 
Ohio, South Dakota, and Wisconsin. 
One of six non-profit regional arts 
organizations in the United States, 
Arts Midwest’s history spans more 
than 25 years. For more information, 
please visit artsmidwest.org.

http://beaufortcountylibrary.org/the-big-read
http://beaufortcountylibrary.org/the-big-read
http://neabigread.org
http://neabigread.org
http://arts.gov
http://artsmidwest.org
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New Resources

Carolina Bluegrass, a High 
Lonesome History by Gail Wilson-
Giarratano, History Press, 2015

Legendary Locals of Greenville by 
Cindy Landrum, Arcadia Publishing, 
2015

Unraveled, Labor Strife and Carolina 
Folk during the Marion Textile 
Strikes of 1929 by Travis Sutton Byrd, 
University of Knoxville Press, 2015

Strange South Carolina by Sherman 
Carmichael, History Press, 2015

Reclaiming Conversation, the Power 
of Talk in a Digital Age by Sherry 
Turkle, Penguin Press, 2015

Washing Our Hands in the Clouds, 
Joe Williams, his Forebears, and 
Black Farms in South Carolina by 
Bo Petersen, University of South 
Carolina Press, 2015
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Lights Out: a cyberattack: a 
nation unprepared: surviving the 
aftermath by Ted Koppel, Crown, 
2015

Water, a very short introduction by 
John Finney, Oxford, 2015  

Criminal Justice, a very short 
introduction by Julian V. Roberts, 
Oxford, 2015.  

The Reader’s Brain, how 
neuroscience can make you a 
better writer by Yellowlees Douglas, 
Cambridge, 2015

Also check out our online collections 
of  ebooks, government documents, 

and articles @ statelibrary.sc.gov 

Need help finding what you need? 

Email our reference department 
or give us a call.

803-734-8026
reference@statelibrary.sc.gov

http://statelibrary.sc.gov
mailto:reference%40statelibrary.sc.gov?subject=
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Honoring Library Service 
Dedication

Have you visited our calendar 
of events lately?  Be sure to 

check out the training sessions 
and classes to learn more!

statelibrary.sc.libcal.com

The Richland Library Foundation 
is pleased to announce that Seneca 
Jackson has been selected as the 2015 
recipient of the Ethel Bolden Minority 
Scholarship during a presentation and 
reception on November 12 at Richland 
Library Main in downtown Columbia.

Jackson is a graduate student at the 
University of South Carolina, working 
to obtain a Masters in Library 
and Information Science. While 
furthering his education, Jackson was 
also named Cooper-Davis Fellow, 
which provides him the opportunity 
to gain practical experience by serving 
in different departments within 
Thomas Cooper Library as well as 
other libraries.

To learn more about Jackson’s 
academic background and 
accomplishments, visit 
richlandlibrary.com and click on the 
Newsroom tab.

The Richland Library Foundation 
established the Ethel Bolden Minority 
Scholarship in 2010 in honor and 
recognition of Mrs. Ethel Bolden’s 
years of service to the Richland 
County community and its libraries.

The $2,500 scholarship 
seeks to encourage and 
to provide financial 
support for students from 
underrepresented ethnic 
and racial groups, who 
are working toward the 
completion of a Master of 
Library and Information 
Science degree at the 
University of South 
Carolina.

For questions, please contact Emily 
Stoll at 803-587-3637 or email estoll@
richlandlibrary.com.

About Ethel Bolden

Ethel Bolden, consummate advocate 
and pioneer for library services 
to African-American children, 
worked diligently for 40 years in the 
community to promote reading and 
establish excellence in library services. 
She established the first elementary 
school library at (formerly all-black) 
Waverly Elementary, served as school 
librarian at Perry Junior High, worked 
as the first African-American faculty 
member and librarian at Dreher High 
School, and served twice on the Board 
of Trustees at the Richland Library.

About Richland Library Foundation

The Richland Library Foundation is 
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, 
governed by a Board of Trustees, that 
works to increase financial support for 
the library to broaden and diversify 
its ability to serve the citizens of 
Richland County with unsurpassed 
excellence.

More Photos...

The South Carolina State 
Library maintains a Flickr 

account. Feel free to browse 
our many photos from 
programs and events at  
flickr.com/photos/scsl

http://statelibrary.sc.libcal.com
http://richlandlibrary.com
mailto:estoll%40richlandlibrary.com?subject=
mailto:estoll%40richlandlibrary.com?subject=
mailto:http://www.flickr.com/photos/scsl/?subject=
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In the News...
Memorial University to 
Cancel Thousands of Journal 
Subscriptions 
Memorial University’s library will 
be cancelling its subscription to 
thousands of academic journals in 
order to deal with a tight budget and 
increasing costs—a cut that faculty 
members say could seriously damage 
the university’s credibility. Read 
more.

Policymakers: 3D Printing in 
Libraries Advances Education 
and Entrepreneurship 
Libraries are now the leading 
place where the public accesses 3D 
printers. Whether it’s to provide 
increased opportunities for children 
to experiment with new technologies 
or encourage new technology-
based innovation in small business, 
policymakers should look to include 
libraries in their policies and 
programs. Read more.

5 Benefits of Reading To and 
With Your Kids
A new AAP policy statement 
recommends that pediatric providers 
advise parents of young children 
that reading aloud and talking 
about pictures and words in age-
appropriate books can strengthen 
language skills, literacy development 
and parent-child relationships. Read 
more.

James LaRue to head ALA’s 
Office for Intellectual Freedom 

and the Freedom to Read 
Foundation
In his application, LaRue noted, 
“My passion for this core principle 
of librarianship is tightly bound 
with my own history….For 
me, librarianship – and life – is 
predicated on a respect for the 
fundamental dignity of individual 
inquiry”. Read more.

Boopsie and ZINIO Announce 
Integration of Digital 
Magazine Distribution Service 
with Mobile Library App 
Libraries that leverage the newly 
announced Zinio for Libraries and 
Boopsie integration will now offer 
instant access to the library’s existing 
online magazine collection. Read 
more.

JSTOR and the U. of 
Washington DataLab Explore 
New Tools for Interdisciplinary 
Researchers 
For scholars working in 
interdisciplinary fields, one of 
the key challenges often faced is 
understanding and navigating 
literature outside of their core area of 
expertise. Read more.

NLM Releases New Health 
Literacy Tool Shed Website 
The Health Literacy Tool Shed is a 
free, user-friendly, unique, curated 
online database of more than 100 
empirically validated health literacy 
instruments. Read more.

From Russia With Love: 
Illustrated Children’s Books in 
Hebrew 
Imagine that some brightly plumed 
bird-of-paradise has flown in 
amongst your backyard warblers, and 
you’ll probably know how I felt upon 
discovering a beautifully illustrated 
book in the vaults of the Library of 
Congress. Read more.

Ebooks, Ereading Help Child 
Literacy: Study
The UK’s National Literacy Trust, 
“dedicated to raising literacy levels in 
the UK,” has released a study, “The 
Impact of Ebooks on the Reading 
Motivation and Reading Skills of 
Children and Young People,” which 
demonstrates that ebooks and 
ereading actually help improve child 
literacy – especially for boys. Read 
more.

If You’re A Writer, You Need 
To Follow These 12 Twitter 
Accounts
A lot of writers are still undecided 
when it comes to Twitter. It’s not 
nearly as personal as Facebook, 
but it’s a surprisingly great tool for 
writers! Read more.

Free resource for libraries: 
A Guide to Ebook Licenses 
Purchase Models for Libraries 
and Publishers 
Offers an introduction to a wide 
range of possibilities to employ new 
business models. Read more.

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/memorial-university-to-cancel-thousands-of-journal-subscriptions-1.3354711
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/memorial-university-to-cancel-thousands-of-journal-subscriptions-1.3354711
http://www.ala.org/news/press-releases/2015/12/policymakers-3d-printing-libraries-advances-education-and-entrepreneurship-1
http://blog.theliteracysite.com/5-benefits-reading/?utm_source=lit-twcfan&utm_medium=social-fb&utm_term=20151210&utm_content=link&utm_campaign=5-benefits-reading&origin=lit_twcfan_social_fb_link_5-benefits-reading_20151210
http://blog.theliteracysite.com/5-benefits-reading/?utm_source=lit-twcfan&utm_medium=social-fb&utm_term=20151210&utm_content=link&utm_campaign=5-benefits-reading&origin=lit_twcfan_social_fb_link_5-benefits-reading_20151210
http://www.oif.ala.org/oif/?p=5817
http://www.boopsie.com/zinio-and-boopsie-digital-magazine-distribution-service-mobile-library-apps/
http://www.boopsie.com/zinio-and-boopsie-digital-magazine-distribution-service-mobile-library-apps/
http://about.jstor.org/news/jstor-and-u-washington-datalab-explore-new-tools-interdisciplinary-researchers
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/news/health_literacy_tool_shed.html
http://blogs.loc.gov/loc/2015/12/from-russia-with-love-illustrated-childrens-books-in-hebrew/
http://www.teleread.com/ereaders/e-books-e-reading-help-child-literacy-study/
http://www.teleread.com/ereaders/e-books-e-reading-help-child-literacy-study/
http://writerscircle.com/twitter-accounts/?utm_source=lit-twcfan&utm_medium=social-fb&utm_term=20151208&utm_content=link&utm_campaign=twitter-accounts&origin=lit_twcfan_social_fb_link_twitter-accounts_20151208
http://www.teleread.com/ebooks/free-resource-for-libraries-a-guide-to-ebook-licenses-purchase-models-for-libraries-and-publishers/


 December 2015 - Volume 47, Issue 12

More - South Carolina State Library’s Newsletter

More... December 2015 - Volume 47, Issue 12

The South Carolina State Library is the primary administrator of federal 
and state support for the state’s libraries. The Library is a national model for 
innovation, collaboration, leadership and effectiveness. The Library’s mission 
is to optimize South Carolina’s investment in library and information services. 

In 1969, as the result of action by the General Assembly, the State Library 
Board was redesignated as the South Carolina State Library and assumed 
responsibility for public library development, library service for state 
institutions, service for the blind and physically handicapped, and library 
service to state government agencies. Headquartered in Columbia, S.C., the 
Library is funded by the state of South Carolina, by the federal government 
through the Institute of Museum and Library Services, and other sources. 

For more information, visit statelibrary.sc.gov or call 803-734-8666.
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Digital Collections 
Highlight
Star recyclers: an out-of-this-
world recycling activity book
This children’s activity and coloring book 
explains the importance of recycling and 
was produced by the South Carolina Office 
of Solid Waste Reduction and Recycling.  
You can download a free copy of this 
publication at the South Carolina State 
Library’s Digital Collections website.

http://statelibrary.sc.gov
mailto:crogers%40statelibrary.sc.gov?subject=
mailto:astone%40statelibrary.sc.gov?subject=
mailto:danderson%40statelibrary.sc.gov?subject=
http://statelibrary.sc.gov
http://dc.statelibrary.sc.gov/bitstream/handle/10827/20248/DHEC_Star_Recyclers_2015-09.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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