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Sen. Strom Thurmond accepted an award for 
the South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation De
partment when the J.M. Foundation honored the 
department as a finalist in its 1990 Search For 
Excellence competition. 

The awards ceremony took place at the May
flower Hotel in Washington, D.C. 

Dr. Louis W. Sullivan, Secretary of the U.S. De
partmentofHealthandHumanServices, presented 
the award. 

The foundation selected the Vocational Reha
bilitation Department's Strom Thurmond Voca
tional Rehabilitation Training Center in Aiken for 
having one of the nation's top service programs for 
people with disabilities. 

Sherwood Marshall, chairman of the Strom 
Thurmond Vocational Rehabilitation Training 
Center's advisory board, represented the center at 
the ceremony. 

The Strom Thurmond 

March 1991 

y 1 5 1991 

DOCUMENTS 

Vocational Rehabilitation Training Center 
The foundation recognized that the Vocational 

Rehabilitation Department's Strom Thurmond 
Vocational Rehabilitation Training Center in Aiken 
operated more efficiently and effectively than 90 
percent of all facility-based employability develop
ment programs in competition. 

This center placed more clients in full-time com
petitive employment or skilled training than most 
of the other competitors. The center spent less to 
rehabilitate the average client although most of 
those clients had severe disabilities. 

Yet, this center is only one example of the success 
of the South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation 
Department's community-based network of train
ing centers. 

It has a variety of contract work opportunities 
and provides a full range of vocational evaluation 

( ... 
" ... And the outstanding vocational programs and facilities like those being 
honored today are the bridge over which disabled people reach the opportunities 
now available to them. They exemplify the kind of partnership which is 
necessary for establishing a culture of character. The programs which win 
Search For Excellence recognition are on the front lines in building a culture 
of character in America . ... " 

Louis W. Sullivan, M.D. 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 

at the J.M. Foundation Awards Luncheon in Washington, D.C. 



HORIZONS 
New Horizons is published by the South 

Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation De
partment (SCVRD), 1410 Boston Avenue, 
Post Office Box 15, West Columbia, South 
Carolina 29171-0015. 

The SCVRD's Public Information Of
fice provides all news and information. 

You rna y reproduce all news rna terials 
if you credit New Horizons . 

The South Carolina Vocational Reha
bilitation Department distributes New 
Horizons free by mail. Anyone who wishes 
to receive New Horizons or to report a 
change of address should send his or her 
name and correct mailing address to the 
Public Information Office at the above 
address or telephone (803) 822-5308. 

The SCVRD does not discriminate in 
the delivery of services or in employment. 

The SCVRD offers equal opportunity 
in its employment and provision of ser
vices without regard to race, color, reli
gion, sex, national origin, age, or mental 
or physical disability in keeping with the 
provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 and Section 504 of the Reha
bilitation Act of 1973. 

Agency: 
E. Roy Stone Jr., chairman, Greenville 

H . Lucius Laffitte, M.D., vice chairman, 
Allendale 

Joe S. Dusenbury, secretary, Columbia 
Phillip J. Canders, Blythewood 
Harry W. Findley, Anderson 

H. Allen Morris, Moncks Corner 
Alease G. Samuels, Walterboro 
J. Hewlette Wasson, Laurens 

SCVRD: 
Commissioner- Joe S. Dusenbury 
Editors- Mary Beth Meehan Hill 

Mark G. Wade 

Area offices: 
Aiken: 855 York Street, N.E. 
Anderson: 3001 Mall Road 
Beaufort: Highway #170 

Camden: 15 Battleship Road Ext. 
Charleston: 4360 Dorchester Road 
Columbia: 1330 Boston Avenue, 

West Columbia 
Conway: 3009 4th Avenue 

Florence: W. Darlington Street at Jody 
Greenville: 105 Parkins Mill Road 

Greenwood: 2345 Laurens Highway 
Lancaster: Roddey Drive 

Laurens: Laurens-Clinton Hwy. #76, 
Clinton 

Marlboro: Route 4, Box 66, Bennettsville 
Oconee-Pickens: 2015 Wells Highway, 

Seneca 
Orangeburg: 780 Joe S. Jeffords Hwy., S.E. 

Rock Hill: 1020 Heckle Boulevard 
Spartanburg: 353 South Church Street 

Sumter: 1760 North Main Street 
Walterboro: 521 Recold Road 
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J.M. Foundation awards, continued 
and job preparation services for 
persons with a variety of severe 
disabilities in the greater Aiken, 
Barnwell and Edgefield County 
areas of South Carolina. 

The center provides a broad 
real-world training opportunity 
by offering a full range of manu
facturing, packaging, inspecting, 
assembling, collating, and salvage, 
type of contract work, opportuni
ties for its clients. 

Clients benefit from the real
work training experiences which 
help to develop worker traits that 
persons with disabilities need to 
succeed in competitive employ
ment. The contract work they per
form for business and industry 
provides this needed experience. 

The clients become productive 

workers by learning about time 
cards, production tickets, proper 
use of lunch hours and break 
times, communicating with their 
supervisors, building endurance, 
etc. 

For example, for Westinghouse 
at its Savannah River Site, the 
center's clients assemble a type of 
breathing apparatus which is part 
of a protection suit used in the 
nuclear facility. It takes about 20 
steps to assemble this apparatus 
and many critical quality control 
inspections. 

Joe S. Dusenbury, commis
sioner of the South Carolina Vo
cational Rehabilitation Depart
ment, said, "We are proud of the 
fact that the Aiken center staff 
makes such a big difference in the 

Sen. Strom Thurmond (right) congratulates (left to right) Sherwood Marshall, cost 
control supervisor at Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corporation in Aiken and chairman 
of the Aiken Vocational Rehabilitation Training Center's Advisory Board, and James 
H. Carlisle, center supervisor. 

photograph by Peter B. Howell 
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Here Joe S. Dusenbury, commissioner of the South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation Department (far right), 
attends the J.M. Foundation 's 1990 Search For Excellence awards ceremony in Washington, D.C., with (left 
to right) Sherwood Marshall, James H. Carlisle, and Nell C. Carney, commissioner of the Rehabilitation 
Services Administration. 

lives of South Carolinians with 
disabilities. However, we would 
not be able to offer such a strong, 
award-winningprogram without 
the help of the Aiken business 
community." 

More about the J.M. Foundation 
Jeremiah Milbank, founder of 

the Boy's Club of America and the 
International Center for the Dis
abled in New York, created the 
J.M. Foundation in 1924 to en
hance the nation's health, reha
bilitation and educational ser
vices. 

For the last six years, the presti
gious J.M. Foundation has spon-
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sored the Search For Excellence 
competition in an attempt to find 
and recognize the finest service 
programs to people with disabili
ties across the nation - those 
programs which provide the 
highest benefits to their partici
pants in the most efficient, cost
effective manner. 

The South Carolina Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department con
tinues to be the only state agency 
the foundation has ever recog
nized. 

The 1988 awards 
In 1988 the department was a 

finalist in two categories. The Co-
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lumbia Vocational Rehabilitation 
Training Center's job readiness 
program was recognized as one 
of the nation's top service pro
grams in the employability de
velopment category and the 
department's computer pro
grammer training course was rec
ognized in the occupational skill 
training category. 

The Columbia Rehabilitation 
Training Center operates an on
site contract in conjunction with 
the Citizens and Southern Na
tional Bank in Columbia. 

This program provides training 
in a business setting for indi
viduals with severe disabilities. 
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Past awards, continued 

They work in the bank's book
keeping department and per
form the various duties neces
sary to prepare monthly com
mercial bank statements for all 
of C&S South Carolina's busi
ness customers. 

The program allows the de
partment to get on-the-job train
ing for many of its clients. C&S 
gets competent, cost-effective 
contract work. And, C&S and 
other financial institutions bene
fit from the availability of quali
fied individuals for potential 
employment. 

The department began its 
computer programmer training 

course in 1984 with the help of a 
group of business persons as
sembled by IBM. 

The program's continued suc
cess is due in large part to the 
voluntary help and guidance of 
other major business leaders. 
This business advisory commit
tee works with the program to 
develop curricula, select trainees, 
evaluate the progress of those 
trainees, develop internships for 
those trainees, and assist those 
trainees in job placement when 
they graduate. 

The program lasts nine months 
and includes an internship re
quirement. 

South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation Department 
141 0 Boston A venue 
Post Office Box 15 
West Columbia, SC 29171-0015 

Address Correction Requested 

A majority of the individuals 
who have completed this course 
received substantial federal disa
bility benefits when they entered 
the course. However, after 
graduation, these same indi
viduals become tax paying in
stead of tax dependent. 

In fact, the success of this 
program led to its expansion into 
a multi-faceted program which 
simultaneously trains people 
with severe disabilities in various 
computer-related careers. These 
careers include programming, 
computer-assisted drafting and 
automated office occupations. 
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