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SO YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE HANDICAPPED 
The South Carolina Vocational 

Rehabilitation Department is cele
brating 50 years of service to the 
handicapped in the state this year. 

Vocational Reabilitation serv
ices began in South Carolina in 
1927 under the South Carolina De
partment of Education. It was not 
until 1957 that the General Assem
bly created a separate state agency 
known as the South Carolina Voca
tional Rehabilitation Department. 

Since that time, more than 
150,000 vocationally handicapped 
individuals have been placed in 
gainful employment following reha
bilitation services. 

The anniversary celebration was 
commemorated with the dedication 
of the E. Roy Stone, Jr., Building 
at the Greenville Vocational Reha
bilitation Center. The building is 
named in honor of the chairman of 
the South Carolina State Agency 
of Vocational Rehabilitation. 

Portrait of E. Roy Stone, Jr., unveiled by Harry Findley of Anderson. 

Governor James B. Edwards 

spoke to a crowd of about 300 who 
attended the ceremonies at 105 
Parkins Mill Road. 

J. S. Dusenbury speaks before staff meeting with three past directors of Vocational 
Rehabilitation Program: Beckham; Thompson and Sherer. 

Three past directors and com
missioners of the rehabilitation 
program in South Carolina were 
present for this occasion: R. C. 
Thompson, director from 1927 un
til 1928; P. G. Sherer, from 1929 
until 1960; and Dill D. Beckman, 
from 1960 until 1976. 

The Greenville Vocational Reha
bilitation Center, housed in the E. 
Roy Stone, Jr., Building, began 
operation in 1960 as the first reha
bilitation workshop in South Caro
lina. The workshop, which is one 
of 13 facilities of its kind in the 
state now, provides evaluation and 
training for vocational rehabilita
tion clients. This process assists 
vocational rehabilitation personnel 
in providing the services necessary 
to prepare vocationally handi
capped individuals for employment 
in the community. 
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Each of these gave remarks be
fore c. Vocational Rehabilitation 
staff conference prior to the dedi
cation ceremonies. 

Also on the program were J. S. 
Dusenbury, present commissioner 
of the South Carolina Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department, and Dr. 
William M. Usdane, assistant com
missioner of the Rehabilitation 
Services Administration in Wash
ington, D. C. 
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Top: J. S. Dusenbury presents plaque 
to Junius H. Garrison, Jr., Chairman of 
Board of Greenville Vocational Rehabilita
tion Center. Bottom: 50th Anniversary Cel· 
ebration attended by Governor James B. 
Edwards; E. Roy Stone, Jr.; J. S. Dusen
bury; and Carroll Campbell. Center: Gover
nor James B. Edwards speaks to a crowd 
of approximately 300 at the 50th Anniver
sary ceremonies. 
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Vocational Rehabilitation Center 
' 

Serves The Severely Handicapped 

The Vocational Rehabilitation 
Comprehensive Center, located in 
West Columbia adjacent to the Wil 
Lou Gray 'Opportunity School, re
cently began operation to provide 
a complete program of rehabilita
tion to the · severely disabled. 

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 
mandated the provision of priority 
services to the severely disabled. 
In an attempt to provide the serv
ices necessary to place this disabi
lity group in gainful employment, 
the South Carolina Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department began 
making plans to open the Compre
hensive Center to fill this need. 

The statewide facility, which is 
owned and operated by the South 
Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation 
Department, is the only residential 
facility of its kind operated by the 
Department to provide services to 
its severely disabled clients. 
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The Center provides a program 
of services which is designed to 
meet the individualized needs of 
the severely disabled. The services 
are coordinated between the Reha
bilitation team at the facility and 
the Vocational Rehabilitation coun
selor at the local level to insure 
that the client gets the maximum 
utilization of the service delivery 
system established at the Center. 

The Center can accommodate 35 
clients at any one time, including 
residents and out-patients. Services 
at the facility include physical 
therapy, occupational therapy, hy
dro-therapy and activities of daily 
living, none of which are provided 
at any other Vocational Rehabili
tation facility in the state. 

In addition, the Center is 
equipped and staffed to provide 
gait and mobile training, speech 
and hearing services, vocational 
and psychological evaluation and 
support services which con~ist of 
recreational, dining and residential 
care. 
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The uniqueness of the Center lies 
in the provision of these services 
in one location, thus eliminating 
the necessity of transporting Vo
cational Rehabilitation clients 
throughout the community or state 
for needed individual services 
which can now be provided at the 
Comprehensive Center. However, 
any services not provided at the 
Center can be coordinated with 
other agencies, facilities and or
ganizations in order to provide 
maximum services to meet the in
dividualized needs of the severely 
disabled individuals. 

The Comprehensive Center is 
staffed to provide twenty-four hour 
service as needed. The barrier free 
building includes dormitory facili
ties for eighteen residents and, by 
residing in such a facility, clients 
can learn to become more self-suf
ficient in taking care of their daily 
needs. This, in turn, makes them 
more suitable for employment 
when they return to their commu
nities within the state. 
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DISABLED LICENSE 
TAGS AVAILABLE 

The South Carolina Department 
of Highways and Public Transpor
tation has announced the availabi
lity of a new license tag designed 
for use by disabled persons who 
meet certain criteria. 

A. W. Utsey, assistant director, 
Motor Vehicle Division, said, "The 
statute covering the issuance of 
these plates simply says that upon 
payment of the regular license fee, 
the Department may issue a special 
tag with a number or identification 
it was issued to a person disabled 
by the impairment of the use of one 
or more limbs, or that he is re
quired to use a wheelchair, but 
that he is otherwise qualified for 
a driver's license as determined by 
the Department." 

The application for the license 
tag must be accompanied by a 
statement from a medical doctor 
as to the permanency of the limb 
impairment. 

The new license tags display the 
international symbol of access in 
addition to showing the word 
"disabled" on the license plate for 
easy identification of disabled per
sons. 

Joe S. Dusenbury, commissioner 
of the South Carolina Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department, says, 
"we-are pleased with the option the 
Department of Highways and Pub
lic Transportation is offering han
dicapped individuals to use these 
special tags if and only if they de
sire to identify themselves as hav
ing mobility difficulty." 

Application for the license plate 
may be made by contacting the De
partment of Highways and Public 
Transportation's Motor Vehicle 
Division, P. 0. Box 1498, Columbia, 
S. C. 29202. Each request should 
have "disabled License" on the en
velope. 

The tags will be renewed every 
year as a special annual license at 
the regular license tag fee. 
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Governor's Committee 
Appointments Made 

Governor James B. Edwards re· 
cent ly appointed a group of South 
Carolinians to serve on his Gover
nor's Committee on Employment 
of the Handicapped. The appoint
ments were made following an 
Executive Order issued last spring, 
in an effort to reorganize and re
vitalize the Committee. 

The Committee, which is chaired 
by J. S. Dusenbury, Commissioner 
of the South Carolina Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department, was set 
up to promote employment of the 
handicapped through its on-going 
special projects and programs. 

"Some of the primary goals of 
the Committee," according to 
Dusenbury, "are to promote al
leviation of architectural barriers 
to those with mobility problems, 
passage of legislation benefitting 
the handicapped and affirmative 
action programs for the handi· 
capped in private government em
ployment." 

In addition to appointment of 
Dusenbury as Chairman, the other 
Committee members are: Dr. Rob
ert E. David, Columbia, Vice-Chair
man; Mrs. Jean J. Shipley, Colum
bia, Executive Secretary; P. Charles 
LaRosa, Jr., Columbia, Coordina
tor; Sen. Carroll A. Campbell, Jr. , 
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Handicapped Parking 
South Carolinians are becoming 

more and more aware of disabled 

individuals and the problems they 

face in their daily lives. Efforts are 

being made in a number of areas 

to help alleviate some of the dif

ficulties a handicapped person 

must overcome in their day to day 
activities. 

Parking spaces, for example, are 

being reserved in many parking 

areas for handicapped people with 

mobility problems to assist them 

with shopping, recreation, and 

handling routine business matters. 

Many drivers who are confined to 

wheelchairs would find it nearly im-

Greenville; James E. Clyburn, Co· 
lumbia; Ms. Atha J . Cooper, Co· 
lumbia; Rep. M. Lois Eargle, Con
way; Glenn Harrison, Columbia; 
Paul Jordan, Columbia; Mrs. June 
Licata, Columbia; Mrs. T. Jackson 
Lowe, Columbia; Rep. Thomas M. 
Marchant, Greenville; Rep. Earl M. 
Middleton, Orangeburg; Dr. Ben N. 
Miller, Columbia; Dr. Harold 
Powell, Orangeburg; John Prohas
ka, Charleston Heights; John G. 
Riddick, Columbia; and Dr. Doug
las Rucker, Lancaster. 

possible to park a car, get out of 

the car and into a wheelchair with· 

out extra space for their chairs and 

car doors. Then, getting to a ramp 

for a curb or for entering a build· 

ing could be very difficult, if the 

person had to go a far distance. 

These courtesies are being ex

tended the handicapped in more 

and more areas. Non-handicapped 

people are realizing that a wheel

chair does not make a person 
"smaller" or "less important" than 

others. 

A little consideration for the 

handicapped can help make life 

much easier. Parking spaces 

marked "Reserved for the Handi

capped" are just what the sign 

says - they are set aside for peo

ple with mobility problems. They 

are not simply parking spaces to 

be used by able· bodied people when 

it is difficult to find another space 

near a door or entrance. 

Handicapped people must over· 

come many obstacles that able

bodied people have never had to 

face. So why not make life a little 
easier for the handicapped? 

Members of the Governor's Committee present for the first meeting include: (from left) June Licata; 
Paul Jordan; Jim Johnson; John Prohaska; J. S. Dusenbury, Chairman; Earl Middleton; Charles LaRosa; 
Jean Shipley; Carroll Campbell; and Lois Eargle; (seated) Rose Lowe. 
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51 ATE SE·RVICE AWARDS PRESENTED 
TO VR EMPLOYEES 

Several employees of the South 
Carolina Vocational Rehabilita. 
tion Department recently received 
awards for service with the State 
of South Carolina. 

J. S. Dusenbury, Commissioner 
of the South Carolina Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department, pre
sented service awards to T. E. 
Ringer, Jr., of Columbia, for 30 
years service, and to William H. 
Turnley of Greenwood; George 
Cleckler of Columbia, and William 
Chapman of Hartsville, for 20 years 
of service. 

Bertha Westbury of Georgetown 
and Walter Daniel, Jr., of Spartan
burg also received 30-year service 
awards. Others receiving 20-year 
service awards were: Rex Salley of 
Greenville; Doris Hipp of Spartan
burg; Marguerite Carter of Walter
boro; Howard Hall of Charleston. 
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Turnley Dusenbury Ringer Cleckler Chapman 

A number of other employees of 
the Department received awards 
for 10 years of service with the 
state. Those employees include: 
Harold Alley, William Bowman, 
Jean A. Reece of Anderson; John 
Ballentine, Dorothy Bigger, James 
Brice, Virginia Mayo, Dorothy Mc
Elveen, David Moore and Wehman 
Sieling of Rock Hill; Nancy Bivens, 
Joan Creel, R. Reg Rose, Elizabeth 
Schneider and Sig Stoudenmire of 
Charleston; Imogene Brock, Alan 
Coleman, William B. Cool and Mar
garet Ellis of Aiken; John Cobb, 
Doylene Lee, J . Ridgeway Martin, 
Myron Stockman, Peggy Bell and 
Ken Hall of Spartanburg; Troyce 
Crosby and Ronald Ordel of Wal
terboro; William Coursey, Jane 
Jeter, Eugene McDonald and 
Nancy Woodard of Greenwood; 
Carolyn Elvington, James Har-
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rington, Elizabeth Horton, Aurice 
Powell, Thomas Seigler and 
Joseph Wimberly of Florence; 
Willie J. Thompson of Orangeburg; 
Joseph Hartwell and Richard Holli
day of Palmetto Center; Ed Mabry, 
Barbara Massingill and Geneva 
Gosnell of Greenville; Wesley Bald
win, Judy Cook, Mary Eager, Di
ane Hill, Robert Hudson and 
Nancy Meek of Columbia; Larry 
Oswald of Columbia; Della Ann 
Pearre and Charles McCord of 
Sumter; Curtis Washington and 
Victor Archer of Columbia; and 
Martha Robertson of Charleston. 

State Office personnel receiving 
10-year service awards are: Cla
rence Bowman, Durham Carter, 
Sherry Frye, Delores Spires, Mary 
McLinden, Hazel Price, Tom Cur
tis, Allen T. Gantt, Jr., Larry Har
relson, and James Hare. 
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