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Calhoun Falls School Teacher 
Is 1976 Case Of The Year 

It's a long hard road from work
ing in the cotton mill to entering 
a career as a school teacher. 

But for Bubba Hilley of Calhoun 
Falls, there were more obstacles 
than for most people. 

In October, 1965, Hilley was ad
mitted to Self Memorial Hospital 
in Greenwood following an auto
mobile accident. He apparently left 
a wet road after crossing a bridge 
and rolled down an embankment. 
He was thrown partially out of the 
car, which came to rest on his 
head and shoulders, pinning him 
for several hours. The accident left 
him quadriplegic. 

The following month, he was re
ferred to the South Carolina Vo
cational Rehabilitation Depart
ment, where he began his long re
habilitation process. 

He had graduated in 1963 from 
Calhoun Falls High School, and 
was working as a draw end helper 
in a textile plant. His accident 
guaranteed that he would never 
be able to return to his former 
employment. 

In one instant, he was changed 
from a young man looking for
ward to a career in the textile mill, 
to a helpless individual who could 
not even take care of his personal 
needs. He was unable to even feed 
or clothe himself. 

Hilley went to the Medical Uni
versity Hospital for evaluation and 
therapy under Vocational Rehabili
tation sponsorship. At this time he 
was provided with his first wheel
chair, along with other personal 
items which he was taught to use. 
Afterward, he was sponsored at 
Georgia Warm Springs Foundation, 
where he was given extensive phy
sical therapy as well as tendon 
transplants in his hands. 

In February, 1968, he became 
entitled to Social Security dis
ability benefits because of his con
dition. 

He fel t that he was ready at 
this time to prepare himself as a 
self-supporting citizen. He was in
terested in getting the education 
necessary to teach school. Prior 
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VR Retirees Honored 
Four of this year's retirees with 

a total of 132 years of service with 
the South Carolina Vocational Re
habilitation Department were hon
ored with Distinguished Service 
Awards. 

Awards were presented to: 
C. J. Collins, Supervisor of the 

Rehabilitation Services Divi
sion, with 37 years of service; 

T. K. Fowler, Program Special-
ist, with 34 years of service; 

B. J. Marett, Director of the Dis
ability Determination Divi
sion, with 32 years of service; 
and 

Rufus W. Hutchinson, Jr., Proj
ect Supervisor at the Medical 
University Hospital Vocation
al Rehabilitation Facility; with 
29 years of service. 

Awards of Appreciation were 
presented to Marie B. Wiggins and 
Elvie Brunson, each with 13 years 
of service, and Mildred Smith, with 
15 years of service. They are also 
retiring this year. 

to beginning any further education, 
though, he was sent to Woodrow 
Wilson Rehabilitation Center in 
Fishersville, Va., for training to 
achieve an understanding of and 
learning how to cope with his limi
tations. 

He entered Central Wesleyan 
College in January, 1972, in a 
training program developed for 
him under the sponsorship of Vo
cational Rehabilitation and the 
Trust Fund Program. 

It took him only a short time 
to capture the understanding and 
support of his professors as well 
as the student body. This contrib
uted greatly to his maintaining a 
positive attitude. 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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The South Carolina Rehabilita
tion Association presented a num
ber of awards for outstanding con
tributions in the rehabilitation of 
handicapped individuals at its re
cent annual meeting. 

A group of more than 500 met 
at the Carolina Inn in Columbia to 
attend the annual meeting and 
awards luncheon of the Associa
tion. 

Sherry Granade of Cayce was 
honored with the 1977 Handicap
ped Award. A triple amputee since 
birth, she is a kindergarten teacher. 
She has a Masters' Degree in early 
childhood education and has done 
further study in education of the 
hearing impaired. 

The 1977 Legislative Award was 
presented to Senator Edward E. 
Saleeby of Hartsville. Through the 
years, he has been a strong advo
cate of the rehabilitation program, 
having introduced in the General 
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Assembly legislation which set up 
a separate State Agency of Voca
tional Rehabilitation in 1957. 

The Association's Organizational 
Award for this year went to the 
South Carolina Department of 
Mental Retardation for its out
standing cooperation with other 
agencies and organizations for as
sisting the mentally handicapped 
of the state. Dr. Charles D. Bar
nett, Commissioner of the Depart
ment, accepted the award. 

James Hilley, a quadriplegic 
school teacher from Calhoun Falls, 
was_recognized by the Association 
as the 1977 Case of the Year. He 
and his Vocational Rehabilitation 
counselor, James Tolbert of Ander
son, were presented certificates at 
the meeting for their efforts. 

Henry J. Lee, Sr., of Charleston 
was honored for his many years of 
dedicated service to the handicap
ped. Lee was instrumental in set-
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ting up a workshop for mentally 
handicapped individuals, which 
later began serving both physically 
and mentally handicapped people. 
The facility, which is located in 
Charleston is known now as the 
Charleston Area Vocational Reha
bilitation Center, operated by the 
South Carolina Vocational Reha
bilitation Department. 

The 1977 Citizen Award was pre
sented to Patrick C. Smith, Direc
tor of the Office of State Planning. 
Having worked in the State De
partment of Education and as the 
State Auditor, he has assisted in 
setting up more efficient and ef
fective programs for assisting the 
handicapped people of South Caro
lina. 

A media citation was presented 
to the Aiken Standard for its edi
torial interest in the handicapped 
shown by its efforts in setting up 
a Mayor's Committee on Employ
ment of the Handicapped in Green
ville. 

Lt. Gov. Harvey presents Citizen Award to Pat Smith. 

Earle E. Morris, Jr., presents Organizational Award for 
DMR to Dr. Charles Barnett. 

E. Roy Stone, Jr., presents Legislative Award to Sen. 
Edward Saleeby. 
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Dr. Dill Beckman presents Media Citation to Lynn Voight, 
representing The Aiken Standard. 

Sherry Granade receives Handicapped Award from John 
A. Montgomery. 

Ken Westmoreland receives Citation for Max M. Heller, 
Mayor of Greenville, presented by Charles LaRosa. 

A crowd of 500 attend 1977 meeting. 
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Horry ARC Recognizes VR Staff Members 

From left are Keith Floyd, Project Supervisor, Conway Rehabilitation Center; John 
Winn, Area Supervisor, Conway Area VR Office; Mary Jean Baxley, President of 
Horry County ARC; Dr. Charles D. Barnett, Commissioner of S. C. Dept. of Mental 
Retardation; and J. S. Dusenbury, Commissioner of S. C. Vocational Rehabilitation 
Dept. 

The lOth Anniversary of the 
South Carolina Department of 
Mental Retardation was cele
brated in Conway with an appre
ciation luncheon held by the Harry 
County Association for Retarded 
Citizens. 

Guest speaker for the luncheon 
was Dr. Charles D. Barnett, Com
missioner of the South Carolina 
Department of Mental Retardation. 
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Those attending the luncheon 
were invited to tour the Conway 
Middle School Annex, which 
houses classes for special educa
tion as well as classes for physi
cally and mentally handicapped 
children. 

A number of awards were pre
sented at the luncheon, including 
two for Vocational Rehabilitation 
staff members in the Conway Area. 

John C. Winn, Area Supervisor 
of the Conway Area Vocational Re
habilitation Office, was presented 
with the ARC's "Outstanding Serv
ice Award" for 1977. 

Keith Floyd, Project Supervisor 
at the Conway Vocational Reha
bilitation Center, received an 
"Agency Award" from ARC. There 
was a tie between the Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department and the 
Department of Education for this 
award. ' 

A wards were presented by Mary 
Jean Baxley, president of Horry 
County ARC. 
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Calhoun Falls School Teacher 
(Continued from Page 1) 

It was a difficult task, but with 
the support of the Vocational Re
habilitation Department and con
tinued counseling, along with his 
strong determination to succeed, he 
graduated with a major in history 
in May, 1976. 

Jim Tolbert, Hilley's Vocational 
Rehabilitation Counselor in the An
derson Area Office, went to work 
with school officials in Calhoun 
Falls to determine if a teaching 
vacancy existed in a school that 
Hilley, with his present credentials 
and limitations, would be able to 
fill. 

There was a vacancy at John C. 
Calhoun Elementary School, lo
cated about four blocks from his 
home. The school was on ground 
level with no steps or other bar
riers. Hilley was hired to teach so
cial studies at the sixth grade level 
beginning in the fall of 1976. 

School officials are pleased with 
his work, and have even hired an
other quadriplegic teacher in a sub
stitute position. 

In addition to teaching, he has 
other duties including playground 
supervision, lunchroom supervi
sion, and supervision of school bus 
embarkation. 

Now, with a year of experience 
behind him, in which he feels he 
had to learn the same as any other 
teacher, he plans to return in the 
fall of 1977. 

The South Carolina Rehabilita
tion Association recognized this 
case as the 1976 Case of the Year 
for South Carolina at its meeting 
in May, 1977. 

BULK RATE 

U. S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

COLUMBIA, S. C. 
Permit No. 562 


