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For the first time since 1945, Congress has
declared the entire month of October as National
Disability Employment Awareness Month
(NDEA).
NDEA replaces the National Employ the
Handicapped Week (formerly the first full week of
October) and provides more time for the evaluation
of the past year's efforts in the disability field and
the recognition of the accomplishments of workers
with disabilities and the employers who hire them.
Past history
Interestingly enough, it took four years of
vigorous lobbying on Capitol Hill before Congress
passed a Joint Resolution on August 11, 1945 to
designate the first week of October as "National
Employ the Physically Handicapped Week."
The Resolution also asked the President to
issue a Proclamation each year to help solicit support for this week.
Over the years the emphasis of this week of
recognition shifted as Americans began to recognize the contributions of employees with all types
of disabilitiies.
NDEAmonth
"The goal of National Disability Employment
Awareness Month is to draw attention to the prob-
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lems, concerns and obstacles that face Americans
with disabilities in the world of work as well as to
draw attention to the success stories," said Joe S.
Dusenbury, commissioner of the South Carolina
Vocational Rehabilitation Department and chairman of the Governor's Committee on Employment
of the Handicapped.
The employees
According to the President's Committee on
Employment of People with Disabilities, eight and
a half percent of all working age adults or 12 million
people are limited in their ability to work.
Of these 12 million people, two-thirds do not
currently work although many of them desperately
want to work.
The following all help to prevent people with
disabilities from getting and keeping a job: a lack of
urgency in hiring people with disabilities, job discrimination, lack of training and education, physical and communications barriers, a shortage of
opportunities to gain job skills, inadequate transportation systems, fear of rejection and high costs.
However, employers experienced in hiring
workers with disabilities rate those workers as
"good" or "excellent." In addition, they state that
when hiring over 50 percent of these workers they
experienced no additional costs.

SCVRD dedicates new facilities
The South Carolina State Agency of Vocational Rehabilitation recently named two new buildings.
The Harry W. Findley Building
On August 24, 1988 at 2
p.m., the Agency named its new
building at 3001 Mall Road,
which houses the Anderson Vocational Rehabilitation program,
the Harry W. Findley Building to
honor one of its long-time members -- Harry W. Findley.
The Vocational Rehabilitation Department also took this
opportunity to dedicate the conference room in the new building to Roy Coffee and Evans F.
Shealy.
Congressman Butler Derrick participated in the dedication ceremonies.
The new Anderson Rehabilitation Center replaces the facilities located on McGee Road.
During fiscal year 19871988 the facility served 2,803
clients from Anderson and
Oconee Counties.

The Hewlette Wasson Building
On September 19, 1988 at 2
p.m., the Agency named its new
building on Highway #76 between Clinton and Laurens,
housing the area's vocational rehabilitation program, the Hewlette Wasson Building to honor a
life-time advocate of individuals
with disabilities -- J. Hewlette
Wasson.
Congressman John Spratt
participated in the dedication.
The new Laurens Vocational Rehabilitation Center replaces the facilities located on 221
West Laurens Street in Laurens.
During fiscal year 19871988 the facility served 1,922
individuals with disabilities
from Laurens and Newberry
Counties.

Both facilities
Both the Harry W. Findley
Building and the Hewlette Wasson Building house the area office and workshop.
From these locations the
department offers evaluation
services; personal, social and
work adjustment services; counseling and guidance services;
psychological testing; and placement services.
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Aiken-- 855 York Street, N.E.
Anderson -- 3001 Mall Road
Bennettsville-- Route 4, Highway #9
Camden -- 1111 Broad Street
Charleston -- 4360 Dorchester Road
Cheraw --Windsor Park Shopping Center
Columbia --1330 Boston Avenue
Conway-- 3009 4th Avenue
Rorence -- W. Darlington Street at Jody
Greenville -- 1OS Parkins Mill Road
Greenwood -- 2345 Laurens Highway
Lancaster -- Roddey Drive
Laurens-- Laurens-Clinton Highway #76
Orangeburg-- 780 Joe S. Jeffords Hgwy, S.E.
Rock Hill -- 1020 Heckle Boulevard
Spartanburg -- 353 South Church Street
Sumter-- 1760 North Main Street
Walterboro-- 521 Recold Road
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A look at
the festivities

Congressman Butler Derrick (left) addresses the crowd gathered at
the dedication of the Harry W. Findley Building. Derrick represents the
Third District and actively supports the rehabilitation process.

(Above) E. Roy Stone Jr., chairman of the South
Carolina State Agency of Vocational Rehabilitation,
(left) shares a moment with Frances and J. Hewlette
Wasson during the dedication of the new Hewlette
Wasson Building located on Highway #76 between
Clinton and Laurens.

Congressman John Spratt (right) presents the story of J. Hewlette
Wasson's life at the dedication. Spratt, a long-time supporter of vocational
rehabilitation and advocate for the rights of the disabled, represents the
. Fifth District.
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Harry W. Findley

Harry W. Findley speaks to the people who attended the dedication.

Harry W. Findley, a member of the South Carolina State
Agency of Vocational Rehabilitation (the governing body of
the South Carolina Vocational
Rehabilitation Department)
since 1967, serves as chairman
of the agency's sub-committee
on audits and has been extremely active in the Vocational
Rehabilitation Department's
statewide building program.
In addition, he was a
member of the steering comittee which helped establish the
first vocational rehabilitation
workshop facility in Anderson
in 1967 and served two six-year
terms on the Anderson VocaN · E · W HORIZONS

tional Rehabilitation Workshop
Advisory Board.
A native of Pickens, South
Carolina and a graduate of The
University of South Carolina
and Harvard Business School,
Findley joined South Carolina
National Bank after an illustrious Air Force career which included stints as a bomber pilot,
financial liaison officer with the
British Air Ministry, and
budget officer in the Pentagon.
While at SCN he served as vice
president and senior officer of
the Anderson offices.
As a past member and
chairman of the board of trustees of Anderson Memorial
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Hospital, a past director and
president of the Anderson
Chamber of Commerce, and a
past board member and president of the Anderson United
Way, Findley devoted much of
his personal time and effort
working for the citizens of
Anderson County.
Today, Findley still holds
membership in the Anderson
Kiwanis Club and St. John's
United Methodist Church in
Anderson. He also serves as a
District Trustee for the church
and as a trustee for the South
Carolina Methodist Foundation.
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J. Hewlette Wasson

J. Hewlette Wasson prepares to talk to the group of over
500 attending the dedication of the Hewlette Wasson Building.

On his 16th birthday,after
several days of back pain, Wasson lay down for a short nap
and woke up paralyzed.
The experiences he went
through, as an individual newly
physically disabled, changed his
life and inspired him to become
part of the rehabilitation movement.
In fact, Wasson himself received services from the South
Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation Department shortly after
becoming disabled.
His vocational rehabilitation counselor, a man with one
leg, personally inspired Wasson - encouraging him to go
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on to college and to pursue all
the goals he had before becoming disabled.
After graduating from
Presbyterian College in 1938,
Wasson successfully ran for the
position of probate judge.
During his 38-year-long
career as probate judge, Wasson pushed for the reform of the
mental health law and assisted
in drawing up and getting
passed legislation requiring
public buildings to have ramps
and requiring schools to provide an education for individuals with physical disabilities.
Wasson serves as president of the South Carolina
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Chapter of the National Rehabilitation Association- a position he's held for years. And,
since 1939, he has actively
worked with the Easter Seal
Society of South Carolina Inc.
After Wasson retired from
his position as probate judge in
1977, then Governor James B.
Edwards appointed him to serve
as a member of the South Carolina State Agency of Vocational
Rehabilitation (the governing
body of the South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation Department). Wassoncontinuestorepresent the fifth congressional
district on this agency.
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The Coffee-Shealy Conference Room
The South Carolina State Agency of Vocational Rehabilitation named the conference room in the new Harry W. Findley
Building the Coffee-Shealy Conference Room in honor of Roy Coffee and Evans F. Shealy.

Evans F. Shealy (le ft) and Roy Coffee (right) accept plaques commemorating the dedication of the
Caffee-Shealy Confere nce Rooom

Roy Coffee
Roy Coffee served as chairman of
the advisory board of the Anderson
Vocational Rehabilitation Workshop
from 1967 through 1972.
As a community leader, Coffee
actively supported the Vocational Rehabilitation Department's plans from a
local workshop operation in Anderson
and diligently worked to make those
plans a reality.
Coffee retired in 1978 as vice president from theM. Lowenstein Corporation.
An active supporter of many local

causes over the years, Coffee most recently helped to establish the And erson
Free Clinic designed to help the commu nity meet the health care needs of its
indigent citizens.

Evans F. Shealy
Evans F. Shealy worked in the
Anderson Vocational Rehabilitation
Office for 24 years-- serving as supervisor of the Anderson Area Office from
1965 until he retired in 1971.
Shealy served as the first chairman of the Anderson Vocational Rehabilitation Workshop's advisory board
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and he continues to serve as a member
of the advisory board .
Shealy began working with the
Vocational Rehabilitation Department
in Spartanburg in 1945 and was promoted and transferred to the A nderson
Office in 1947.
Since retiring from his position
with the Vocational Rehabilitation
Department, Shealy has actively participated in the activities of his church,
Central Presbyterian, and the Golden K
Kiwanis Club-- just to mention a few.
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