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Columbia woman named 
Handicapped American 

Columbia's Patti Just Long was 
honored recently in Washington, DC, 
with the 1983 President's Trophy as 
Handicapped American of the Year. 

The award was presented at the 
annual meeting of the President's 
Committee on Employment of the 
Handicapped in recognition of her 
continuous service to promoting the 
capabilities of individuals with handi
caps. 

The strength and determination 
which Patti has developed to allow her 
mobility in her wheelchair are also 
evident in her mental attitude toward 
her job and her daily activities. 

She was nominated for this pres
tigious award by the South Carolina 
Governor's Committee on Employ
ment of the Handicapped for involve
ment in the community and the state 
in promoting the capabilities of handi
capped individuals. Patti's nomination 
for the state award was made by the 
Columbia Mayor's Committee on Em
ployment of the Handicapped. 

Joe S. Dusenbury, Chairman of the 
Governor's Committee and S. C. 
Vocational Rehabilitation Commis
sioner, says "we are very proud of 
Patti and the accomplishments she 
has made. She is an outstanding 
example of the goals we strive for in 
Vocational Rehabilitation." 

Patti began receiving Vocational 
Rehabilitation services at the age of 
16, so that she would be able to set 

realistic vocational goals and reach 
her full potential. She continued 
through her college years with 
guidance, counseling and adjustment 
services which helped her in achieving 
self-sufficiency as an adult. 

Patti has been highly visible in the 
community in her professional and her 
personal life, and has worked on 
numerous projects on behalf of the 
handicapped . She is living proof that 
handicapped individuals can play an 
important role in today's society . 

Patti's smiling face has become 
familiar to many South · Carolinians 
who have seen her on television 
stations across the state. She was 
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featured in a S. C. Board for Barrier
Free Design Public Service Announce
ment promoting elimination of archi
tectural barriers. She was captured on 
film as she very capably parked her 
van and then wheeled herself up a 
ramp and into a building which houses 
administrative offices for Vocational 
Rehabilitation. 

She was a natural for the role in 
that she has worked diligently over 
the years in eliminating architectural 
barriers. While at Francis Marion, 
Patti served on the Handicap Access 
Commission, and she is active now on 
S . C. ETV's Handicap Access Com
mission. 
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She was also a subject for a mural 
at downtown Columbia's newest con
vention facility called "Volunteerism 
- Pulling Together." Patti was doing 
her part in "pulling together" with 
other people from all walks of life. 

She has given of her time to 
encourage other handicapped people 
and to show that handicapped people 
can do many things. She has ap
peared on television and radio talk 
shows, which comes naturally for the 
producer-director at the South Caro
lina Educational Television Network. 

"My job with Educational Radio was 
my first after college, and I'm chal
lenged each day by it," Patti says. She 
got her start in radio while a student 
at Francis Marion College in Florence. . 

A lover of country · music since 
childhood, Patti has recently pro
duced for national syndication a 
program appropriately entitled, "Just 
Country." She has interviewed coun
try music singers Kitty Wells, Willie 
Nelson, Earl Scruggs, Merle Haggard, 
and Minnie Pearl, among others. 

As a part of her many duties at 
S. C. Educational Radio, Patti inter
views community and state leaders, 
which she feels shows that disabled 
people can be active in the com
munity. She meets people on their 
levels, and she feels her visibility 
demonstrates that handicapped peo
ple can do many different kinds of 
jobs. 

Patti produces a two-hour magazine 
on Saturdays called "Mosaics." She 
supervises four reporters and the host 
of the show, and handles some 
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feature stories each week. 

S. C. Educational Radio Vice Presi
dent Bill Hay says, "When Patti gets 
an assignment, we know she will 
deliver and deliver in such a way that 
will make us all proud." He says she 
gets involved in her stories, but is 
professional in dealing with her in
volvement. She received a media 
award presented by Educational Radio. 

Patti had polio when she was four 
years old, and has worked endless 
hours to increase her mobility and 
independence. And she's seen the end 
results of her efforts. 

While at Francis Marion College, 
Patti received help and support Jrom 
the staff at the S. C. Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department. They of
fered her training and constant en
couragement. She received her B.S. in 
Business Administration in 1979. 
Dusenbury has followed Patti's ac
complishments and progress over the 
years. 

Patti was able to become even more 
independent through use of hand 
controls for her car provided by 
Vocational Rehabilitation. 

Once she had finished school and 
found her job, she was ready to live 
on her own in total independence. She 
lived in an apartment as a single 
career woman until October 16, 1982, 
when she married her college sweet
heart, Roger Long. 

The President's Trophy is the latest 
in a long line of much deserved 
recognition which Patti has received 
over the years. 

She received the 1982 Handicapped 

Patti at 
the 
control 
board. 
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Spring Valley student 
honored by 
President's Committee 

V. Kathleen Reid, a senior at 
Spring Valley High School, was 
honored by the President's Com
mittee on Employment of the Handi
capped as first place winner in the 
1983 National Journalism Contest 

Her article entitled "Indepen· 
dence for Disabled People Through 
'Technology," was judged as the top 
article from across the nation in 
this year's contest. The article was 
published in last issue of New 
Horizons. 

In addition to her prizes from the 
Governor's Committee including a 
trip to the annual meeting of the 
President's Committee in Washing
ton, D. C., and a scholarship which 
she plans to use at Clemson 
University. Kathleen received a 
$2,000 cash award from the Pres
dent's Committee. 

South Carolinian of the Year award 
from the Governor's Committee on 
Employment of the Handicapped. 

Also in 1982, she received the 
Handicapped Professional Woman of 
the Year Award from the South 
Carolina District Pilot Club. 

Although this award is given to a 
"handicapped" person, anyone who 
meets Patti sees an energetic, out
going young lady who gives 100% and 
then some. The wheelchair which is 
her constant companion is merely 
part of her world, but somehow Patti 
doesn't seem handicapped or limited. 

She is an example of a great lady, 
radio producer/ announcer, wife, citi
zen and community leader. It's hard 
to picture Patti as anything but forging 
ahead, always on the go. 

At home, at work and at play, Patti 
has had to make adjustments as a 
result of her operating from a wheel
chair, but she has never let incon
veniences stand in her way. 

Her brother once told Patti that 
there was no difference between her 
and other people except that she sits 
down all the time. 
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Terry Peterson accepts citation from 
Doug Hall. 
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Hewlette Wasson presents citation to 
John Bernhard. 

Mike Daniel 

Edgar Vaughn 
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Adrian Craven accepts special service 
award from Joe Dusenbury. 

Jim Cherry presents employer award 
to Gerald Morris. 

Joe Dusenbury presents organizational award 
to Palmer Krantz. 

Willie Thompson thanks Arlene Thomas and Willie Cam Nimmons for 
their role in case of the year award. 

Rehabilitation Association meeting highlighted by awards 
More than 600 people gathered in 

Columbia for the two-day annual 
meeting of the South Carolina Reha
bilitation Association, highlighted by 
an awards luncheon honoring organi
zations which have promoted reha
bilitation of handicapped individuals. 

In addition, a number of rehabilita-

tion workers were honored for their 
role in assisting handicapped indi
viduals back into employment. 

Guest speakers for the event were 
Lt. Governor Mike Daniel, who spoke 
on the value of the handicapped 
worker to the state's Economic Re
covery Program, and Dr. Angelo S. 

DeNisi, USC College of Business 
Administration, who pointed out trends 
in the future work force and how the 
handicapped worker ties in to the 
projections. 

Willie J. Thompson of Orangeburg 
was cited for his work along with 
Arlene Thomas in finding employment 
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at Infinite Creations in Bamberg for 
Arlene. They were accompanied by 
Arlene's employer, Willie Cam Nin
nons at the luncheon in their honor. 

Palmer E. Krantz, Director of River
banks Zoo, accepted the Association's 
1983 Organizational Award for the 
Zoo's programs to promote recrea
tion for handicapped individuals. The 
staff works diligently each year along 
with Mrs. Nancy Thurmond on "Handi
capped Day at the Zoo ," which brings 
thousands of people from across the 
state to this barrier-free facility. 

They were also cited for on-going 
accommodations for making the zoo 
accessible for handicapped people. 
They provide a taped guide for blind 
visitors, and make wheelchairs avail
able at no charge for those with 
mobility problems. 

Phillips Fibers, Incorporated, of 
Greenville , received a Special Service 
Award for its role in providing con
tract work for training physically and 

Division and special 
awards presented 

A number of individuals were 
honored at the 1982 annual meeting 
of the South Carolina Rehabilitation 
Association. A special salute goes 
to those people: 

Membership Awards 
Traveling Trophy - Statewide Fa

cilities Division 
Most new memberships - Mickey 

Lindler, State Office 
Free NRA memberships for one 

year - Lynn Bagnal, Walter
boro Area - Mickey Lindler, 
State Office 

Free trip to 1982 annual meeting in 
Anaheim, CA. - Carl Brock, 
Greenwood Area 

SCRAA Supervisor of the Year 
Emmett W. Tolson, Jr. , Area Super

visor , Sumter Vocational Reha
bilitation 

VEWAA Award 
Bessie L. Black, Cedar Spring 

Counselor of the Year 
Mack Baltzegar, Greenwood Area 

Boss of the Year 
H. Wehman Sieling, Area Super-
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mentally handicapped people at the 
Greenville Vocational Rehabilitation 
Center. 

The Employer Award went to 
GEMCO, Inc., in Hampton for its 
contribution in training people for 
employment at the Walterboro Voca
tional Rehabilitation Center and its 
consideration of qualified handicapped 
workers when vacancies occur in the 
Hampton operation. 

Citations were presented to several 
individuals who have supported reha
bilitation and have promoted the 
program in South Carolina. Those 
cited at the meetings were: John C. 
Bernhard of Florence for his intense 
involvement in the Easter Seal pro
gram over the years; Edgar A. Vaughn, 
Jr. , South Carolina State Auditor , for 
his assistance in administering Voca
tional Rehabilitation funding; Terry 
Peterson , Ph.D., Director of the 
Education Division, Office of the 
Governor, for his role as liaison 

visor , Rock Hill Vocational Re
habilitation 

Secretary of the Year 
Carl R. Burns, Casework Assistant , 

Laurens Office 

Professional Staff Award 
Charles L. McCord, Counselor, 

Sumter Area 

Rehabilitation Case of the Year 
Arlene Thomas (Willie Thompson, 

Counselor, Orangeburg Area 
Office) 

Area Case of the Year Winners 
Dennis L. Sauls, Aiken 
Cheryl B. Rich, Anderson 
Robert L. Dougherty, Charleston 
Harriet Fowler, Columbia (2nd Place 

Statewide) 
Dennis 0. Floyd, Florence 
Gayle J . Mason, Greenville 
Sue Watson, Greenwood 
Willie J. Thompson, Orangeburg 

(1st Place Statewide) 
David Smith, Rock Hill 
Ernest J. Hardin, III, Spartanburg 
Henry D. Tindal, Sumter 
James 0. Kempson, Walterboro 
Stuart N. Wilson, Statewide Facili-

ties 
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between the rehabilitation program 
and the Governor's Office and staff. 
Citations are to be presented to two 
members of the House of Representa
tives who were unable to attend the 
meeting: Rep. Drawdy N. Holt, Jr., 
District No. 112, Charleston County, 
and Rep. Jennings G. McAbee, Dis
trict No. 12, McCormick-Greenwood 
Counties. 

Divisions of the Rehabilitation As
sociation conducted their annual meet
ings at which time they made plans 
and set goals for the coming year. 

The South Carolina Rehabilitation 
Association is one of the largest 
chapters of the National Rehabilitation 
Association, a private nonprofit organ
ization whose purpose is to advance 
the rehabilitation of persons with all 
types of physical and mental dis
abilities. With a membership of nearly 
1,000, the Association is an effective 
advocate of disabled people, articu
lating needs, and pursing the best 
possible means to meet those needs. 

Voc Rehab 
van drivers honored 
for safe driving 

Awards were presented to several 
South Carolina Vocational Rehabilita
tion Department van drivers around 
the state in recognition of their safe 
driving records. 

To qualify for the awards presented 
by the State Division of Motor Vehicle 
Management, the drivers must pass a 
defensive driving course sponsored by 
the State Budget and Control Board 
and must drive for at least one year 
with no accident. 

Those receiving awards were Ruth 
Baker, Mary Roberts, and Margie 
Rabon, Conway; Mary Champagne, 
Bennettsville; Jeannette Armour and 
Carl Hare, Greenwood; Carl Milligan, 
Orangeburg; Pauline Horne and Ricky 
Coleman, Rock Hill; Larry Small, 
Lancaster; Rebecca Rberts, Douglas 
Hiers and Eula Thomas, Walterboro. 

Five-year safe driving awards were 
presented to Arthur M. Cox of 
Greenville; Floyd Collier of Aiken and 
Eddie Washington, Jr., of Conway. 
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Fourteen South Carolina Voca
tional Rehabilitation Department em
ployees went into retirement after 
years of service to the state's handi
capped citizens: John A. Abercrombie, 
disability claim appeal examiner, Co
lumbia DOD, 23 years; Charles C. 
Adams, counselor, Florence Area, 15 
years; Macie A. Anderson, cook at 
Palmetto Center, 16 years; William J . 
Chapman, counselor, Hartsville office 
in Rorence Area, 26 years; Edward R. 
Denny, Jr. , section supervisor, Co
lumbia DOD, 18 years; Carolyn G. 
Erwin, staff assistant, Anderson Area, 
30 years; Gladys S. Foster, staff 
assistant, Rock Hill Area, 20 years; 
Charles E. Griffiths, quality assurance 
analyst , Central ODD, 15 years; 
Wilma Ruth Jeffcoat, rehabilitation 
assistant, State Hospital, 20 years; 
Mary J . McLindon, accounting clerk, 
Personnel Office, 16 years; Laura K. 
Perrin, evaluator, Union public school 
program, 17 years; Robert G. Pickens, 
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counselor, Pre-Release Center, 17 
years; Betty S. Sowell, evaluator, 
State Hospital , 15 years; John Bal
lentine, counselor, Rock Hill public 
school program, 16 years; Geneva 
Gosnell, casework assistant, Green
ville Vocational Rehabilitation Center, 
16 years; and Venice Addison, cook, 
Anderson Vocational Rehabilitation 
Center, 7 years . . . Charleston 
Mayor's Committee on Employ
ment of the Handicapped presented 
awards at its recent annual luncheon 
to those who had made outstanding 
contributions toward employment of 
the handicapped: Large Employer of 
the Year , Charleston Naval Weapons 
Station; Small Employer of the Year, 
ARA Food Services at College of 
Charleston; and Ben M. Tatum, Jr ., 
Mayor's Trophy. Students honored 
for achievement in the Journalism 
contest were Nadine M. Mackinem, 
Garrett High School, first place; 
Jennie Chaplin, Burke High School, 
second place; and Robert Chambless, 
James Island High School, third place. 
For the first time this year the 
Charleston Committee selected handi
capped students from local schools to 
receive Disabled Student Awards: 
John Scott Wilson, Lambs Elementary 
School; Craig Allen Hedgecock, Morn
ingside Middle School; and Marjorie 
Lynn Sistare, Charles Webb Center 
. . . Columbia Mayor's Committee 
on Employment of the Handi
capped recognized people in the 
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community who have promoted em
ployment of the handicapped: Union 
Underwear of Lexington, Small Busi
ness Employer of the Year; SCN 
Bank, Large Business Employer of the 
Year; Dr. George Hallman, Handi
capped Columbian of the Year; Mrs. 
Rudy Canzater, Volunteer of the 
Year; and Dr. Sam Shannon, Physi
cian of the Year. 

Tax Credit For 
Hiring Handicapped 
Workers Extended 

The Targeted Jobs Tax Credit 
Program (T JTC) has been ex
tended through December 31, 1984. 
It is designed to give private 
employers tax credits when they hire 
people from certain "disadvantaged 
groups." Included in these are 
disabled people referred from ap
proved vocational rehabilitation 
agencies, recipients of supplemental 
security income benefits and eco
nomically disadvantaged Vietnam 
era veterans. 

Companies may take credits of 50 
percent of the first $6,000 in wages 
paid to a qualified employee during 
the first year of work, and 25 percent 
of the first $6,000 paid in the second 
year. The new legislation offers a 
greater incentive by permitting cre
dits of 85 percent of wages up to 
$3,000 for employing youths aged 16-
17 from one of the targeted groups in 
summer jobs. 

Corbett named 
Volunteer of the Year 

Allen P. Corbett of Columbia was 
recently named by the Governor's Council 
on Volunteerism as the Vocational Reha
bilitation Department's Volunteer of the 
Year. Presentation of the Award was made 
at a luncheon at the Lace House in April by 
Governor Richard W. Riley. Also pictured is 
Paul Knight , program specialist with the 
South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation 
Department. 

Corbett was cited for his countless hours 
of volunteer services as chairman of the 
Vocational Rehabilitation Independent Liv
ing Advisory Committee, and for other 
projects for Vocational Rehabilitation. 
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Awards Presented by Governor's Committee 
Governor Richard W. Riley honored 

several South Carolinians for out
standing contributions toward helping 
handicapped individuals in the state as 
well as for their support of programs 
promoting employment of the handi
capped. 

Awards were presented at the 
annual awards luncheon in Columbia 
sponsored by the Governor's Com
mittee on Employment of the Handi
capped. 

A presentation was made by Gover
nor Riley to Jean C. Voegeli of 
Charleston as "1983 Handicapped 
South Carolinian of the Year" for her 
accomplishments in spite of her phy
sical limitations. As a mother of a 
mentally ill son, she assumed a leader
ship role in advocacy for people 
troubled by mental illness. She is 
president of Family and Friends of the 
Mentally Ill and was instrumental in 
setting up Maple Manor, a residential 
center for people who are troubled by 
mental illness. She has been in a 
wheelchair since 1949 as a result of 
polio. 

The Governor's Committee also 
honored two employers for their 
efforts in opening employment op-
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Governor Richard W. Riley 
congratulates Mrs. Jean 
Voegeli on being named 
"Handicapped South Caro
linian of the Year." 

portunities for the handicapped. The 
Charleston Naval Weapons Station 
received the "Large Business Em
ployer of the Year" award and 
Lexington-Richland Drug Abuse 
Council received the "Small Business 
Employer of the Year" award. 

Cardiology specialist Dr. E. Conyers 
O'Bryan, Jr., was recognized by the 
Committee as its "1983 Physician of 
the Year." Having been medical con
sultant for the South Carolina Voca
tional Rehabilitation Department for 
more than 16 years, he has helped 
innumerable handicapped individuals 
back into employment. A graduate of 
the University of South Carolina and 
the Medical University of South Caro
lina, he is now in private practice in 
Internal Medicine and Cardiology in 
Florence. 
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Spring Valley High School senior 
V. Kathleen Reid of Columbia received 
first place honors in the Committee's 
1983 Journalism Contest. She re
ceives a four-year scholarship which 
she plans to use at Clemson Univer
sity as she studies Early Childhood 
Education. She also received a trip to 
the annual meeting of the President's 
Committee on Employment of the 
Handicapped in Washington, DC, as 
well as a $100 cash prize. 

Other winners in the contest were: 
Pamela Elaine Bryan, also of Spring 
Valley, second place; Nadine Michelle 
Mackinem, Garrett High School, 
Charleston, third place; Dawn Miller, 
Gaffney Senior High School, fourth 
place; and Nancy Marie Gaillard, 
McBee High School, fifth place. 
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