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Regional Conference 
On Deafness Held In Columbia 

Dr. Harvey Corson, President of the Kentucky Association for the Dea.f, leads 
a panel discussion on "Deaf Consumers." Other panel members are (from right); Bill 
Peace, Helen Hayes, and Albert Gibson. 

Representatives from eight 
southeastern states met in Colum
bia for a conference on education 
and rehabilitation of the deaf 
October 6, 7, and 8. 

"Stop World - I Want to Get 
On!" was the theme of the 3-day 
conference hosted by the South 
Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation 
Department and the South Caro
lina School for the Deaf. 

The 200 delegates to the meeting 
worked toward the goal of improv
ing services to the deaf, so that 
they may more easily take their 
places in society. 

Those involved in the confer
ence included representatives from 
vocational rehabilitation, educa
tion, state school for the deaf, men
tal health, mental retardation, 
speech and hearing, parents of deaf 
children and deaf consumers. 

Interpreter services were used 
throughout the meeting. 

Program participants for the 
conference included: Dr. Dill D. 
Beckman, Commissioner, South 
Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation 
Department; Dr. Stephen J. Cor
nett, Director, Region IV Office of 
Rehabilitation Services; Henry C. 
Warner, Jr., Assistant Region
al Representative, Rehabilitation 
Services Administration; Dr. Boyce 
R. Williams, Chief, Communica
tions Disorder Branch, Division of 
Disability Services, DHEW; Wil
liam E. Woodrick, Department of 
Special Education and Rehabilita
tion, Knoxville, Tennessee; and 
Larry M. Harrelson, Program Spe
cialist for the Deaf and Hearing 
Impaired, South Carolina Voca
tional Rehabilitation Department. 

The program also included a 
tour of the Vocational Rehabilita
tion Deaf Project at the South 
Carolina Opportunity School. 
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1976 NRA 
CAMPAIGN BEGINS 

Renewal notices h a v e been 
mailed from the National Rehabili
tation Association (NRA) office in 
Washington. 

Again this year, the renewal ap
plications are being sent directly 
to NRA members, instead of 
through the state and local chair
men for local contacts. 

The state membership drive will 
begin in South Carolina in Novem
ber, following distribution of cam
paign materials to local member
ship chairmen. 

"The major objective of this 
year's campaign," according to 
Edward H. McMillion, state mem
bership chairman, "will be to ac
tively recruit new members while 
encouraging current members to 
renew." 

M c M i 11 i o n is Departmental 
Training Coordinator for the South 
Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation 
Department. 

NRA is the oldest rehabilitation 
organization in the United States 
concerned with the rehabilitation 
of all disabled people, regardless 
of age or disability. 
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Bill Freeman's Story 
To Drive a Truck Again 

By Winston McElveen 
Darlington County Tribune 

Up 4 a.m. Bill Freeman has his 
breakfast and crawls into the cab 
of a diesel-powered logging truck, 
an 18-wheeler with a 40-foot trai
ler, and heads out to the site 
where his uncle Ray Freeman, 
owner of Freeman Logging Com
pany in Darlington, is cutting tim
ber. 

His truck loaded with logs, the 
27-year-old Darlingtonian sets out 
for Holly Hill and the lumber com
pany there to deliver his load. 
Then, it's back to the logging site, 
perhaps a 200-mile roundtrip, and 
another load. Perhaps a third will 
come later in the day, lasting until 
8 or 9 p.m. 

He weaves his truck slowly 
down narrow openings through the 
thick forest and wheels it around 
in some tight places, brings it to a 
halt, climbs down from the cab to 
wait while it is being re-loaded. 

A fellow driver asks: "How do 
you get that truck in this tight 
place with just one hand, Bill? I 
can hardly do it with two." 

Bill related this incident with a 
smile as he told the story of his 
comeback from a near-fatal auto 
accident in 1968, May 25, to be 
exact, which left him a quadri
plegic, paralyzed from the neck 
down. 

Six months in two hospitals and 
being told "You'll never walk 
again" left him not only physically 
incapacitated but depressed. Re
turning home, "I did nothing for 
about a year but wear out the 
couch," said Bill. He had miracu
lously regained limited use of his 
left arm and his legs. Bill recalled: 
"After about three months in the 
hospital, I felt some movement in 
my left side but didn't tell anyone. 

One day, a nurse came in to see 
about me and saw my legs hanging 
off the bed. She reached down to 
lift them back and I just did it 
myself: She screamed and ran 
from the room"-apparently to tell 
the good news. 

After the period of doing noth
ing-a period in which Bill had the 
added problems of a divorce and 
drinking-Bill got the idea for an 
exerciser, designed it and his uncle 
built it. He exercised his arms and 
legs "for a good while" but then 
became depressed aga~n. 

It was then that he received a 
wide range of services from the 
Department of Vocational Rehabi
litation including counseling and 
a series of operations on his arm. 
He regained use of his left hand 
and was fitted with a special 
brace, which he also helped de
sign, on his right arm. 

Through this combination of 
persistence and help from others, 
Bill got the idea of driving a truck 
again and told his uncle he could 
do it. He had quit school in the 
tenth grade to do just that and 
commented: "Driving a truck is all 
I've ever been interested in since 
I was 13 years old." And, he 
added: "I had something to 
prove-that I could drive again." 

His uncle agreed to let him try 
and he did it, with some degree of 
difficulty. "I had to practically 
stand up in the seat to turn a cor
ner," he confessed. "To add to 
the difficulty, the truck had no 
power steering!" "And I had to 
devise a method for changing the 
gears with my left hand; I think I 
tore every muscle when I first 
started," he said. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION PROVIDES 
SERVICES TO HANDICAPPED YOUTHS 

Youths in the VR-PS 

Program are evaluated 

to help them determine 

vocational objectives. 

Students in a number of second
ary schools around the state have 
been assisted by the South Caro
lina Vocational Rehabilitation De
partment through its public school 
and youth programs. 

The Department has an agree
ment with the State Department 
of Education and many local 
school districts throughout the 
state to provide rehabilitation serv
ices to eligible physically and men
tally handicapped students in the 
secondary schools. 

The services rendered in this 
program are the same type pro
vided to many other vocational 
rehabilitation clients. They include 
vocationally oriented counseling 
and non-medical evaluation to de
termine the type of work the stu
dent will be suited to do upon 
completion of his formal educa
tion. 

The Department also cooperates 
with Youth Services and with 
many Family Courts in developing 
programs of services for juvenile 
delinquents. 

The ~arne criteria is used for ac
ceptance of clients in these pro
grams as for other Vocational 
Rehabilitation programs. 

During fiscal year 197 4-75, there 
were 10,005 mentally and physical
ly handicapped students served 
through the VR-PS and Youth 
Programs, of whom 2,060 were 
successfully rehabilitated. 

A program of services is also 
available for those students who 
drop out of school before they 
reach a training state or employ
ment readiness. These individuals 
may be returned to school, placed 
in on-the-job training, or placed in 
some specialized vocational train
ing program in keeping with their 
abilities and interests. 

There are 25 VR-PS programs 
located in the following areas: 
Anderson, Campobello, Chester, 
Cherokee, Charleston, Columbia, 
Conway, Dentsville, Dillon, Fair
field, Florence, Graniteville, Green
wood, Kershaw, Kingstree, Lan
caster, Lexington, Newberry, Oco
nee, Orangeburg, Pickens, Rock 
Hill, Sumter, Union and York. 
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BILL FREEMAN 
(Continued from page 2) 

But, he had proved it-that he 
could drive-and for a little over 
a year now he's been doing an out
standing job" (according to a 
friend). 

About his problem, Bill said: "I 
don't consider myself handicapped; 
it's an inconvenience at times, but 
I've tried to do most everything 
I've wanted to do and haven't 
found much I can't do." And he 
confessed a dislike for the word 
"cripple." " I hate to hear anything 
like 'cripple' and it ought to be 
taken out of the English language." 

Bill, who lives with his grand
mother Mrs. James A. Freeman, 
says he loves driving but confessed 
a desire to do something else. "I 
can't see myself doing it for the 
rest of my life and I would like to 
continue my education and get in
to something else." He added: "I 
would like to help other people, 
but I'm still trying to get my own 
life straight." 

But, by telling his story (one 
filled with pain, operations, frus
tration, depression, and at times, 
seeming defeat) of the long climb 
up the hill of recovery from trage
dy to doing again what he always 
loved, Bill may do just that-help 
someone else who needs the en
couragement to get it going again. 

A simple success story? A suc
cess story it is; but it's not simple. 
No comeback from such a tragedy 
as Bill's ever is. 

Family Court programs are 
operating in 13 locations. They 
are: Anderson, Aiken, Charleston, 
Columbia, F 1 o r e n c e , Beaufort, 
Greenville, Greenwood, Conway, 
Orangeburg, Rock Hill, Spartan
burg and Laurens. 

These programs help adolescents 
with vocational handicaps meet 
the vocational, social and economic 
demands of competitive society 
through a vocationally oriented 
educational program. 
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Columbia Area Selects 
Counselor Assistant 

of the Year 

Miss Elizabeth ''Libby" Jolly was 
selected Counselor Assistant of the Year 
in the Columbia Area Vocational Rehabi
litation Office. Each year the counselor 
assistants in the office vote for the per
son who they feel is doing an outstanding 
job as a counselor assistant. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA HOSTS REGIONAL 
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE 

Dill D. Beckman. Commissioner of the S. C. Vocational Rehabilitation Department 
welcomes representatives from eight states In Region IV to Financial Management 
Conference in Columbia. 

The South Carolina Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department hosted 
a regional conference on financial 
management for rehabilitation per
sonnel from eight states in Colum
bia, September 30 - October 2. 

Representatives fro m North 
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Tennes
see, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisi
ana and South Carolina attended 
the 3-day meeting. 

According to Dill D. Beckman, 
Commissioner of the South Caro
lina Vocational Rehabilitation De
partment, "Growth in state voca
tional rehabilitation programs has 
made it increasingly important for 
financial personnel within the 
agencies to work with manage-
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ment and service personnel in or
der to provide more comprehen
sive and timely services to the 
handicapped." 

The goal of the conference was 
to expose key fiscal personnel 
from Region IV vocational rehabili
tation agencies to significant finan
cial information evolving from the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as 
amended. 

Fiscal management personnel 
from the regional and national 
level spoke to those attending the 
meeting. 

The meeting was sponsored by 
the South Carolina Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department in co
operation with the Region IV Of
fice of Rehabilitation Services. 
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