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FREEDOM MEANS MANY THINGS 
POW'S returning home, public 

offenders rejoining society, shop
ping where you please, working in 
your chosen profession-all are 
freedom. 

For Tom Robins, a Vocational 
Rehabilitation sponsored student 
at Columbia Technical Education 
Center, freedom is "having more 
use of his limbs". 

Tom apparently had a great deal 
going for him. He had completed 
almost two years training in medi
cal school when he developed 
severe hepatitis which forced him 
to leave school. Tom joined a jew
elry firm . He married and became 
the father of two children. Illness 
in the family caused Tom to give up 
this job and move nearer his family 
where he became the manager of 
a food store. One evening while he 
was taking inventory, several cases 
of soft drinks became dislodged 
and fell on him causing nerve dam
age and muscular involvement of 
his back. While he was in the 
hospital, the S. C. Industrial Com
mission and the insurance company 
referred Tom to Vocational Reha
bilitation counselor Earl Moore 
who specializes in rehabilitation 
services offered to persons who've 
been injured on the job. 

After hospitalization and an ex
tended period -of convalescence, 
efforts to secure employment for 
Tom were successful and he was 
employed by the City of Columbia 

Tom Robins (extreme left), Vocational Rehabilitation sponsored student at Colum
bia Technical Education Center discusses some suggestions for the elimination of 
architectural barriers at the Center with J. Coleman Daniel, Director of Student Affairs 
at Colu_mbia Tee, and VR counselor Earl Moore (right). 

in their water purification plant. 
Tom was on his way to work when 
his car was struck by another car! 
He re-injured his back. His doctors 
tried traction and physical therapy 
for several months. When this was 
unsuccessful a partial laminectomy 
was performed. However, Tom 
continued to develop less and less 
feeling in his legs. In short, he was 
going down hill instead of up. Ad
ditional surgery involved removal 
of a disc and bilateral spinal fusion. 
According to Tom the operation 
was a total success because "the 

pain was relieved, medication was 
eliminated and I was able to walk." 

What is Tom doing now? Voca
tional Rehabilitation determined 
through extensive medical evalua
tion that due to his injury and sub
sequent surgery any work he did 
must not include heavy labor. With 
his experience in the jewelry busi
ness Vocational Rehabilitation 
sponsored Tom in the school of 
watchmaking at the Columbia Tec
nical Education Center. This 
seemed logical since as VR counse-

(Continued on page 2) 
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Freedom Means •.. 
(Continued from page 1) 

lor Earl Moore said, "you can't 
hurt your back lifting a watch." 

While at Columbia Tee, Tom has 
maintained a "B" average and is 
president of the Student Govern
ment Association. He feels that his 
most significant honor is that he 
was chosen to serve on the Goal's 
Committee of the S. C. State Board 
for Technical and Comprehensive 
Education. On this Board, Tom 
represents the students of all se
venteen Technical Centers-a total 
of some 100,000 students. Ih addi
tion, Tom has worked with au
thorities at Columbia Tee in the 
elimination of architectural bar
riers at the school-a project that 
will mean much to other disabled 
students attending the Center. 

Being ambitious, Tom made an 
excellent rehabilitation case. But 
with his medical history, and un
der the original Second Injury 
Fund, finding a job was most dif
ficult. Under this original Fund 
regaining employment after an on
the-job injury could often prove 
frustrating, mainly because an em
ployer hiring a person with a prior 
disabling condition faced a good 
possibility of bearing the total 
expense in Workmen's Compen
sation if this person received an
other on-the-job injury. For the 
employer this could add up to a 
sizable amount. By the same token, 
training new personnel is expen
sive, too. Cognizant of this fact, 
the S. C. General Assembly enacted 
legislation last year providing a 
stronger Second Injury Fund. 
While Tom Robins personally may 
not benefit from this legislation, 
Dill D. Beckman, commissioner of 
the South Carolina Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department says, 
"Many disabled South Carolinians 
will find the road back to employ
ment made easier because of this 
very strong Second Injury Fund. 
The whole State will benefit
employers, employees and tax 
payers". 
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Participants at the unveiling of the memorial plaque at the dedication of the Mary 
E. Switzer Building in Washington, D. C., were (left to right) Miss Switzer's brother, 
Arthur Switzer; Miss Switzer's sister, Miss Ann Switzer; and former U. S. Health, Edu
cation, and Welfare Secretary Elliot L. Richardson. 

HEW Building Named For 
Miss Mary E. Switzer 

In January the late Miss Mary 
E. Switzer, a pioneer in the social 
and rehabilitation service field, was 
honored at a formal ceremony in 
which a U. S. Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare 
building was named in her memory. 

It is the first federal structure in 
the nation's capital to be named 
for a woman civil servant. 

The Mary E. Switzer Memorial 
Building, located at 330 C Street, 
S. W., near the foot of Capitol Hill 
in Washington, D. C., houses 
HEW's Social and Rehabilitation 
Service, of which Miss Switzer was 
the first administrator. 

A plaque commemorating Miss 
Switzer was unveiled at the cere
mony at the building. The memori
al to Miss Switzer was created by 
an act of Congress late last year. 

Miss Switzer retired in 1970 as 
administrator of SRS, ending a 48-
year career in federal· service. She 

remained in Washington to become 
vice president of the World Reha
bilitation Fund, a position she held 
until her death in October, 1971. 

Miss Switzer, for 17 years, was 
commissioner of the Vocational Re
habilitation Administration, which 
was renamed the Rehabilitation 
Services Administration when the 
Social and Rehabilitation Service 
was created. During her tenure, 
Miss Switzer brought vast and 
sweeping changes which expanded 
the public programs for the reha
bilitation of the disabled. 

Miss Switzer, who lived in Alex
andria, Virginia, was born in New
ton, Massachusetts. The daughter 
of immigrants from Ireland, she 
was graduated from Radcliffe Col
lege and began her government 
career in 1922 as a junior econo
mist with the Treasury Depart
ment. 
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NEW CONCEPT 
IN HORTICULTURE 

"Therapy & Rehabilitation" 
"Everyone needs something to 

do, something to love and some
thing to hope for," says Dr. T. I. 
Senn, head of the Clemson Univ
ersity horticulture department. 
Growing living things, he says, is a 
fine way to answer these needs. 

Dr. Senn's department cooperat
ing with state and federal agencies 
has been a leader in the field of 
rehabilitative horticulture by es
tablishing gardening programs for 
the blind, the mentally retarded, 
elderly offenders and the hard
core unemployed and underemploy
ed in South Carolina. 

In June, 1972, a new and exciting 
program of rehabilitative and educ
ational horticulture began at three 
state institutions. Initiated by Dr. 
Senn and South Carolina's first 
lady, Mrs. John C. West, the new 
program promises to be of great 
significance in training handicap
ped citizens and placing them in 
productive jobs in society. 

Program Director William B. 
Ballard, works under the auspices 
of the State Board for Technical 
and Comprehensive Education and 
the Coastal Plains Regional Com
mission from which the program 
received a federal grant. He says 
that the three projects underway 
(at Whitten Village in Clinton, 

Goodman Correctional Institution 
in Columbia and Columbia TEC) 
are definitely not meant to be "just 
ways of passing the time" for the 
people involved. 

The idea is to rehabilitate these 
citizens. "We want to put handi
capped South Carolinians into hor
ticultural careers," Ballard says. 
"Our project has the backing 
of horticultural professional groups 
throughout the state who help us 
find employment for our people 
when they have been trained." 
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ly retarded, teaches mildly retard
ed teenagers to care for and grow 
flowers and shrubs, thereby giving 
them something "to love, to do, 
and to hope for." 

The young gardeners there work· 
in the greenhouse under the pro
fessional supervision of Bill Bell, 
a Clemson graduate, and exper
ience the pleasure that comes with 
accomplishment of worthwhile and 
productive tasks. 

The students there not only learn 
basic horticultural training but are 
also taught "job discipline"-such 
as "incentive pay", punching a time 
clock, and definite work respon
sibilities. The instructor at Whit
ten Village works closely with the 
vocational rehabilitation establish
ment at Clinton in choosing stu
dents and placing them in jobs. 

At Goodman Correctional In
stitute in Columbia, the horticul
ture program has been geared to 
the older inmates during this first 
year. The median age of the partici
pants is about 55, and participation 
is strictly voluntary. Here the 
program is seen as therapeutic re
habilitation. The men are directed 
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by Kay Martin Johnson, a Clemson 
horticulture graduate, who teaches 
them to work in the greenhouse, 
sprig lawns, and plant shrubs 
around their own individual living 
units. 

An example of their interest 
and enthusiasm is an in,rnate who 
has a heart condition. Unable to do 
active digging and planting, he sits 
in a chair in the sun and separates 
grass clumps for other workers to 
sprig. 

At Columbia TEC, another seg
ment of the population is involved. 
Many of the students at Columbia 
TEC reach the program through 
the cooperation of Vocational Re
habilitation. Unemployed or un
deremployed students at TEC are 
trained to fill positions as green
house aides, florist aides, assistants 
to groundskeepers, tree surgeons, 
landscape gardeners. 

A Columbia TEC night course is 
taught in florist design which is 
also available for the horticultural 
project students. 

Following through on job place-

(Continued on page 4) 

The gardening project at Whit- Mrs. John c. West looks on as a Columbia Tee horticulture student helps with 
ten Village, a home for the mental- flowers at the Governor's Mansion. 
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Horticulture 
(Continued from page 3) 

ment is one of the most important 
aspects of the program, Ballard 
thinks. "Most of these people are 
very capable," he says. "The whole 
idea is training them to get out and 
work in society-and then locating 
jobs for them." 

Students from TEC and Whitten 
Village have made special calls 
from time to time during the past 
year to the Governor's Mansion in 
Columbia. Bearing flowers they 
have grown, they have selected 
containers and made arrangements 
for Mrs. West to use in her home. 

Director Ballard says, "Her in
terest is so gratifying. She has 
taken several hours-not just a 
few minutes-to encourage the 
students. She allows them to place 
the flowers where they think they 
are needed in the mansion and lets 
them know she is interested in 
what they are doing." 

Director Ballard thinks the first 
year of the program has been ex
tremely successful and productive. 
Training and therapy received in 
the program is having a lasting 
effect on the student's attitude 
toward life, incentives for a more 
productive life, and security within 
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themselves. Many of the students 
are starting into jobs with local 
nurserymen, landscape contractors, 
and florists. Ballard says the entire 
scope and idea of the program can 
be best summed up by a statement 
from one vocational rehabilitation 
student in the program at Colum
bia TEC. The student said as she 
looked at flowers she had grown 
and arranged. "Before I came into 
this course, I thought I was dumb 
and could never do anything. I 
know I grew these Chrysanthym
ums and arranged them. It's not the 
best floral arrangement, but I did 
it and I'm proud and I can learn to 
do better." 

If man can't handle man or give 
man security-maybe flowers can 
-this new concept in horticultural 
training is proving that! 

Book Dedicated To 
Dill D. Beckman 

Dill D. Beckman, commissioner of the 
South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation 
Department, was recently notified that 
a new publication, The Big Welfare 
Mess: Disadvantagement, Public Assist
ance and Rehabilitation Approaches, is 
being dedicated to him. 

Authors of the book, Dr. John G. Cull 
and Richard E. Hardy, cited Beckman in 
the dedication "for outstanding leader
ship in the vocational rehabilitation 
movement." Published by Charles C. 
Thomas, Springfield, Ill., noted publisher 
of medical textbooks, this publication is 
expected to be available locally this sum
mer. 
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Rehabilitation Personnel 
Receives Tribute 

Personnel of the South Carolina 
Vocational Rehabilitation Depart
ment received tribute recently for 
"their perseverance, dedication 
and contributions in helping those 
less fortunate, and for making 
South Carolina a better place in 
which to live" . Recognition of the 
Department was made through the 
Office of the Governor by the 
Board of Directors of the Aiken 
Rehabilitation Workshop Facility, 
A. J. Sauerborn, Chairman. Dill D. 
Beckman, Commissioner of the 
Department was presented with an 
album containing the record of 
"countless hours, days, and months 
of hard work by so many people 
who helped make a dream a reali
ty", according to a statement from 
Mr. Sauerborn to Governor John 
C. West. 

Taking part in the presentation 
were: Raymond Mizell, Area Su
pervisor of the Aiken Area Office 
of the S. C. Vocational Rehabilita
tion Department; Alan Coleman, 
Project Supervisor of the Aiken 
Rehabilitation Workshop; A. J. 
Sauerborn, Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of the Workshop; 
Frank Galardi, public relations for 
the Workshop; Dr. G. T. Myers, 
Former District Superintendent of 
Education, Aiken County Schools; 
Governor John C. West and Dill D. 
Beckman, Commissioner of the 
S. C. Vocational Rehabilitation 
Department. 
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