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Governor's Citizens Service 

Visits Vocational Rehabilitation 

Coordinator 

Workshops 
Mrs. Judy Hodgens, Coordinator with the work of the South Caro- Hodgens to two rehabilitation 

of the Governor's Office of Citi

zens Service, has been touring 

Vocational Rehabilitation facilities, 

in an effort to familiarize herself 

!ina Vocational Rehabilitation De
partment. 

Dill D. Beckman, Commissioner 

of the Department, has taken Mrs. 

Mrs. Judy Hodgens, Coordinator of the Governor's Office of Citizens Service, tours 

the Greenwood Rehabilitation Facility with Dill D. Beckman, Commissioner of the 

S. C. Vocational Rehabilitation Department. Carl Brock (left), Project Supervisor of 

the facility, shows some of the work the clients are doing at the workshop. 

workshop facilities to give her a 

first-hand knowledge of rehabilita
tion. 

She has visited the Greenwood 
Rehabilitation Center and the 

Orangeburg Area Vocational Re
habilita tion Center. 

Mrs. Hodgens says that she has 

many requests and inquiries from 

citizens of the state, including 

those concerning Vocational Re
habilitation. She hopes that by be

coming more familiar with the 

work of the department, she can 
more effectively reply to the in
quiries. 

She works very closely with 

Governor John C. West, and plans 
to make a report to the Governor 

concerning her tours of Vocational 

Rehabilitation facilities . This will 
give him information on the prog

ress being made by the depart
ment. 

Mrs. Hodgens was able to ob

serve the evaluation areas at the 
workshops as well as some of the 
contract production work of the 
facilities. She was able to watch 
rehabilitation at work with the 

clients of the workshops. 
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Japanese Rehabilitant Learns About Vocational 

Rehabilitation Program South Carolina 

Mrs. Yoneko Tahara, a triple amputee from Japan, and her family met with Gover

nor John C. West after touring the Aiken Area Vocational Rehabilitation Office and 

Aiken Workshop Facility, to give their views of rehabilitation in South Carolina - as 

well as to present a gift of appreciation for hospitality shown the Taharas in their 
• visit to the state. From left: Mrs. Tahara; Rev. Andrew Tahara, her husband; Dill D. 

Beckman, Commissioner of Vocational Rehabilitation; and on either side of Governor 

West, the Taharas daughters, Ruth and Mary. 

A lady recently visited the Aiken 

Rehabilitation Workshop. She was 
not seeking assistance from the 
South Carolina Vocational Re
habilitation Department, nor has 
she ever. Yet she had artificial legs, 
though it was hardly noticeable by 
her appearance or the way she 

moved around. 

She was Mrs. Yoneko Tahara 
from Tokyo, Japan. 

Mrs. Tahara was the victim of 
an accident which nearly took her 
life some years ago. But she was 
very fortunate in that she only lost 
her legs, one of her arms and two 
fingers from her other hand. She 

feels that she was left with a great 
deaL 

With only three fingers of her 

right hand, Mrs. Tahara is an ex
pert seamstress. She makes all the 

clothes for her two daughters and 
for herself. She also does her own 
coiffure. 

Mrs. Tahara and her husband, 
the Rev. Andrew Tahara, have 
been in the United States making a 

film of her life. She was converted 
to Christianity by her husband 

prior to their marriage, and wants 

very much to help others in mak

ing their decisions to convert to 
Christianity. 

She has worked very closely 

with vocational rehabilitation in 
her country, and she was interested 

in seeing what it is like in South 
Carolina . 

After touring the Aiken Reha
bilitation Workshop, Mrs. Tahara 

met with Governor John C. West 
and Dill D. Beckman, Commis

sioner of the South Carolina Voca
tional Rehabilitation Department, 
to give her views and impressions 
of the department. 

She says that rehabilitation in 
her country is quite different from 
what she saw in South Carolina. 

She hopes to be able to borrow 

some ideas from South Carolina to 

take back to Tokyo. 
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REHAB/LIT AT/ON CLIENT WORKS 

IN RETAIL ACCOUNTING 

Disability Determination 

Division Begins 

New Program 

The Disability Determination Di
vision of the South Carolina Voca
tional Rehabilitation Department 
began a new program under an 
agreement with the federal govern
ment on January 1, 1974. 

At that time, a new federal pro
gram called Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI) became effective. 

This program is designed to re
place the state-federal program of 
public assistance to the aged, blind 
and disabled. 

The South Carolina Department ~. 
of Social Services has been provid- ~ "" 
ing assistance for the needy aged, 
blind and disabled. Under the new 
program, the federal government 
assumes this responsibility and the 
Disability Determination Division 
makes the decision on eligibility 
for the disabled. 

B. J. Marett is Director of the 
Disability Determination Division 
of the South Carolina Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department. 

The Division has offices located 
in Columbia, Charleston a n d 
Greenville. 

- ,.. 
RONALD "BUTCH" PERRY 

Ronald Perry sits at a desk all 
day, so his disability is not a hin
drance to his work. 

"Butch," as he is known to his 
friends, attended the University of 
South Carolina, on a scholarship 
through the South Carolina Voca
tional Rehabilitation Department. 

He encountered more problems, 
perhaps, than most college stu
dents. 

Butch is a victim of Fredericks 
Ataxia, a hereditary disease affect
ing the nervous system. So he has 
difficulty getting from one loca
tion to another. 

While he was in school, he was 

able to get around in a golf cart 
purchased by Vocational Rehabili
tation. Now that he is working, he 
gets around in a wheel chair. 

When he received his degree in 
accounting in August of last year, 
Butch ran an ad in his home town 
newspaper. P. H. Beattie, Vice 
President and General Manager of 
the J . L. Coker Company, realized 
that with his qualifications, Butch 
could be a valuable employee. He 
realized that Butch must have had 
determination and ambition as well 
as ability to have overcome his 
handicap as he had. 

Beattie says it has always been 
the policy of his company to hire 
the handicapped if they can fill a 
vacancy. He says that Butch has 
certainly done this welL 

In addition to his regular work, 
Butch is serving as secretary-treas
urer of the Westmark Merchant's 
Association. 

Butch says he enjoys playing 
chess, but it's a little difficult to 
find a chess partner. He plays by 
mail, and now has ten games going 
at one time. 

He wants to go to night school 
and work toward his Master's de
gree in Business Administration. 
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SCHOLARSHIP FUND ESTABLISHED 

IN HONOR OF MARY E. SWITZER 

MARY E. SWITZER 
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The National Rehabilitation As
sociation (NRA) has established a 
scholarship fund in honor of Mar; 
E. Switzer, recognizing her out
standing work in the rehabilitation 
of handicapped individuals. 

The program was established to 
assist individuals who have de
cided to devote their lives to help
ing handicapped people and who 
need financial support to pursue 
their life's goals. 

Mary Switzer devoted her life
time to helping the handicapped, 

and in the State of South Carolina. 

The South Carolina Rehabilita

tion Association plans to make a 

contribution to the fund, and is 

requesting contributions from in

dividuals interested in furthering 

the causes of the handicapped. All 

contributions are tax deductible. 

Those wishing to make contribu

tions should make checks payable 

to the National Rehabilitation As

sociation (with the notation -

"Mary E. Switzer Memorial Fund") 

and through the Mary E. Switzer and mail as soon as possible to: 
Memorial Fund, her work will be Frances P. Lindler, Staff Assistant, 

continued. The interest and zeal for S. C. Vocational Rehabilitation De-

providing needed services for the 
disabled has greatly expanded 
through her efforts in our nation 
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