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LIMITED IN USE OF HANDS
-BUT NOT IN ALENT
There are many things that Peggy Haselden cannot do because
she is handicapped.
But at the same time, there are
some things she can do very wellbecause she has ability that many
do not have. Peggy can draw in fact, she is quite an artist!
Peggy has extremely limited use
of her arms and hands, due to a
congenital defect affecting the
muscles of her upper extremities.
When she was 16 she had surgery
on the right elbow with a transplant of a muscle from the back of
her arm to the front, enabling her
to raise her arm from the elbow.
She also had a right wrist fusion,
so that she could keep her wrist
stiff.
These operations restored some
of the use of the arm, but Peggy
said that she was somewhat disappointed at first with the results of
the operations. She had envisioned
that she would be perfectly normal
after the operations, though she
realizes now that this would have
been impossible.
After the operations, Peggy had
physical therapy to help her to use
her arms to the best of her ability.
The South Carolina Vocational
Rehabilitation Department is sponsoring Peggy in classes at the
South Carolina Opportunity School,
and she hopes to pass the
G.E.D. in the spring. After this, she
wants to attend the Ringling
School of Art in Sarasota, Florida,

as she is interested in a vocation
in fashion design.
This past summer, Peggy was
able to demonstrate her talent in
the area of fashion design. She did
the artwork for an advertisement
in a local newspaper for a clothing
store. "They brought me three fall
outfits and asked me to draw
them," Peggy said.
She has made a number of
friends at the Opportunity School
and is very happy with the education she is getting there. She says
that the teachers have been co-

operative and willing to help her
when she needs it.
Before she attended the Opportunity School, she was more dependent, but she has had to learn
to do for herself a great deal more.
Attending the school is helping her
to be more self-sufficient.
But things have not always been
as pleasant for Peggy.
She attended public schools in
the earlier grades. She says that
when she was in the fifth grade,
the teachers expected the students
to work faster and she found it dif(Continued on page 2)
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Agency Board Meets With Governor West
l

Members of the Board of Directors of the South Carolina State Agency of Vocational Rehabilitation recently met with Governor John C. West. Pictured from left are:
Dr. William L. Byerly, Sr., Hartsville; John A. Montgomery, Columbia; Dr. Dill D. Beck·
man, Commissioner, Columbia; Governor West, E. Roy Stone, Jr., Chairman of the
Board, Greenville; Daniel E. Martin, Charleston; Harry W. Findley, Anderson. Board
members E. H. Carroll of Rock Hill and Dr. H. L. Laffitte of Allendale were unable to
attend the meeting.

John Morris (right), Project Supervisor of the Columbia Rehabilitation Workshop
Facility, explains one of the contracts of the workshop to Robert E. David, Executive
Assistant to the Governor, while Dill D. Beckman, Commissioner of the S. C. Vocational
Rehabilitation Department, observes. David recently toured the facility in order to get
some insight into the work of the department and the workshops.

(Continued from page 1)

ficult to keep up with her work.
She was unable to write fast
enough to do the work that was
expected of her. It was at this t ime
that she began to write - and
draw - with her mouth.
Peggy knew that she was different from the other students.
They did too, and as children will
do, they didn't fail to let Peggy
know that they recognized that she
was handicapped.
She continued in the public
school system until she was in t he
eighth grade, and finally dropped
out of school. She spent a great
deal of time reading and drawing
to occupy her spare time.
She said that she didn't really
feel that she was talented, but she
enjoyed drawing. Many people
recognized that she had talent, and
encouraged her to pursue art as a
vocation. This is one thing that
Peggy can do - and she can do it
well!
She says, "I don't feel handicapped, because I can do almost
anything for myself." She feels that
handicapped people are not that independent. She adds that "most of
my friends are not handicapped
either."
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Telephone For Deaf Installed
At Voc Rehab Evaluation Facility
Deaf people can now talk to
other deaf people by telephone!
This communication is made possible by using a teletypewriter attached by special equipment to a
telephone.
Teletypewriter (TTY) equipment
is being installed at the Evaluation
Facility for the Adult Hearing Impaired, located at the South Carolina Opportunity School in West
Columbia. This facility is operated
by the South Carolina Vocational
Rehabilitation Department, in cooperation with the South Carolina
Opportunity SchooL
The Vocational Rehabilitation
Facility at the South Carolina
School for the Deaf also has TTY
equipment.
Dill D. Beckman, Commissioner
of the Department, says that "Vocational Rehabilitation has provided services to the deaf for a
number of years, but it is only recently that we have been able to
expand services to provide specialty personnel in this area. This TTY
equipment will assist our staff in
communicating with deaf people
of the state."
Larry M. Harrelson, Supervisor
of Services for the Hearing Impaired for the Department, says
"this is an attempt to establish
communications lines with the deaf
community of the state." He adds,
"we hope that we will eventually
get TTY equipment for all of our
specialty counselors." There are
now five of these counselors
trained in manual communications,
as well as the psychological, educational and social aspects of deafness.
The South Carolina Chapter of
the Telephone Pioneers of America
have made this equipment available to a number of deaf people in
the state. Machines are donated
and installed at no charge by the
Pioneers. The only cost involved is

Wanda Ashley of Florence, a deaf client at the Vocational Rehabilitation Evaluation
Center, demonstrates the use of a "telephone for the deaf.''

the purchase of a "coupler" at less
than $200. This equipment is necessary in order to transmit signals
from a regular telephone.
The deaf person makes a call by
dialing a number from his telephone, just as an ordinary phone
call is made. After dialing the number, he places his telephone re-

ceiver on the coupler connected
with the teletypewriter. The caller
types his message, the impulses
from the typed message are accepted by the teletype machine of
the person being called and are
typed out by the machine. A light
attachment alerts the deaf person
that he is getting a call.

STUDENT NURSES TRAIN
AT PALMETTO CENTER
The Palmetto Center will be used
in training associate degree nurses
at the Florence Technical Education Center.
The Palmetto Center, the South
Carolina Alcoholic Rehabilitation
Center in Florence, is operated by
the South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation Department.
There are about 26 students in
the current class, which began on
October 23. These students were
divided into four groups. Each
group came to Palmetto Center for
two half days weekly, for three
weeks of training.

These nurses will be going to
work in hospitals, clinics and private offices all over the area upon
completion of their class requirements, and this program affords
them an opportunity to permanently affect their attitudes toward
alcoholics and treatment for alcoholism.
This same type of training was
provided in the past to student
nurses at Francis Marion College.
Robert L. Stevens is Administrator of the Palmetto Center.
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Breakthrough-For 11,476 Rehabilitants
The 1973 issue of BREAKTHROUGH is now available from
the South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation Department.

Dill D. Beckman, Commissioner
of the Department, notes that "we
have many people in our state who
need our services. With the services we can provide, these people
can become productive citizens
who pay their way in society instead of being dependent on society
for their livelihood."

BREAKTHROUGH is a pictorial,
factual and graphic review of the
activities and accomplishments of
the department for the fiscal year
1972-73.

Services provided by the department include medical, surgical and
hospital care; extensive individual
counseling and guidance; artificial
limbs and other prosthetic devices;
education and job training; placement in employment and other related services.

The report shows that during
fiscal year 1972-73, 11,476 men and
women of South Carolina were
placed in wage-earning employment through services provided by
the South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation Department.
These 11,476 rehabilitants increased their annual rate of earning from $5.8 million before rehabilitation to nearly $40 million after
rehabilitation - a net increase of
587% as a result of rehabilitation.
The cost for services per rehabilitation was about half the cost
per patient receiving institutional
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care. It is estimated that 11,476
rehabilitants will repay the cost of
rehabilitation through Federal and
State income tax and sales tax in
less than four years.
An analysis of the rehabilitants
shows that 3,157 were mentally ill
or had behavioral disabilities; 2,119
were mentally retarded; 1,328 had
orthopedic deformities and the remainder suffered disabilities caused
by cancer, digestive disorders,
respiratory diseases and others.

Vocational Rehabilitation Department
400 Wade Hampton State Office Building
Columbia, S. C. 29201

In recent years, the agency has
given special attention to serving
the deaf and hearing impaired, public offenders, mentally ill, mentally
retarded, alcoholics, public assistance recipients and other disability
target groups which require specially designed programs of service.
Copies of BREAKTHROUGH are
available upon request from: Lyn
D. Johnson, Public Information,
S. C. Vocational Rehabilitation Department, 400 Wade Hampton
State Office Building, Columbia,
South Carolina 29201.

BULK RATE

U. S. POSTAGE
5¢ PAID
COLUMBIA, S. C.
Permit No. 562

Return Postage Guaranteed

