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m ~ehab, We're First I 
South Carolina ranks first among 

tht 50 states in so few of the -good 
things of life that it's inspiring to dis
cover .that, once again, the sta~ is a 
leader in vocational rehabilitation. 

man, "which was brought to the state 
of South Carolina through tbe joint ef
forts of the Vocational Rehabilitation 
personnel and members of the state 
agency." 

All personnel- ti the department, 
here in Columbia and in local agen
cies, are to be oongratulated for their 
fllie efforts 01' behalf of tbeli fellow 
citizenl. 

~t 0rttnuillt Ntw.s 

Last year (fiscal year 1973-74), our 
state's Vocational Rehab Department 
was first in the number of rehabilita
tions per 10,000 disabled population. 
The department placed 13,093 men 
and women In productive employment 
during the fiscal year. 

This represents a rate of 707 per
sons per 10,000 disabled population, 
compared with a national average of 
only 271. West Virginia was in second 
place and the District of Columbia, 
third. 

This is Nati<inal Employ the Hand
icapped Week. And Beckman points 
out ihat-"there are many thoussnds of 
disabled ildividuals wbo are still eligi
ble for Vocational Rehabilitation ser
vices." The motto (_or this week Is: 
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An Important First For S.C. 
The !act that the S.C. Voca

tional Rehabilitation Depart
ment ranks first in the nation 
in the number of rehabilita· 
tions per 10,000 disabled popu
lation is no surprise to anybody 
acquainted with the depart· 
ment's work. Still, it is encour
aging to learn that the slate is 
number I in at ·least one area. 

And it is an extremely im 
portant area. South Carolina 's 
vocational rehabilitation pro
gram each year aids thousands 
of handicapped individual s to 
regain their rightful place in 
society. 

In fiscal year 1973-74 the de
partment rehabilitated 13,093 
persons and served a tot a I of 
41,403 in some capacity. This 
was well above the ratio of 
West Virginia, which is ranked 
second nationally, and the Dis
trict of Columbia, wbich is 
third. -

The rehabilitation process is 
often long and difficult. In this 
state it involves a dedicated 
corps of professionals and· vol-

unteers, headed by the Agency 
of Vocational Rehabilitation. 
No other state agency gets a 
higher return on the tax dollars 
invested in its programs. 

Voc Rehab activities are nu
merous and varied. They touch 
almost every area where there 
are peoP,Ie who need training, 
retraining or help in any form 
to become productive citizens. 
The department operates on 
the theory that no person is too 
young , too old or too handi
capped to be rehabilitated. 

This theory has made taxpay
ers out of thousands of South 
Carolinians who have been 
temporarily sidetracked for one 
reason or another. O.D. Par
ker, supervisor of the Green
ville Vocational Rehabilitation 
office, told of one success story 
in a recent news article. 

Mr. Parker ' s story of a 
young man who was helped to 
overcome deafness could be re
peated over and over again. 
The statistics speak for them
selves, but the real measure of 

success is found in the lives of 
individuals who have discov
ered new directions and new 
hopes. 

The outstanding work of the 
state Vocational Rehabilitation 
Department makes National 
Employ the Handicapped Week 
especially significant in South 
Carolina. The department's ef
forts to help handicapped per
sons fully utilize their capabili
ties actually are worth only as 
much as the willingness of em
ployers- to ma ke use of those 
capabilities. 

Employing the handicapped 
is not an act of charity. Voc
Rehab, in concert with other 
agencies and groups, is making 
a giant attempt to prove that 
handicaps do not have to be lia
bilities. 

The state's business and in
d'.'stry should be encouragea to 
match the rehabilitation record 
by setting a goal of becoming 
first in the nation in the hiring 
of handicapped persons. 

"Give the handicapped a chance to 
compete." 

The rehabilitants who were placed 
statewide during · the past year in
creased their earning power by ii41 
per cent - from $7 million to $53 mil
lion. 

"We are all jubUant over this hon
or," says Commissioner ·Dm D. Beck-

Carolinians are doing jusfthat and 
should resolve to continue -to be, 
p~oudly, first In r-ecognition of the 
handicapped Individual's will to fully 
serve his community, with individual 
character and courage. 

We're number one 
'rescuing' people 

.. WE'RE NUMBER ONE," can 
scream South Carolinians accus
tomed to being near the bottom in 
almost everything except possibly 
some few selected sports. 

The good news comes from the 
South Carolina Vocational Rehabi
!itation Dept., the best such agen
cy in the nation again. 

The record is based on the hard 
fact that for every 10,000 disabled 
persons in- the program, more 
than 700 were placed in a society 
ready and eager to use their ser-
vices. . 

According to board chairman 
E. Roy Stone Jr. of Greenville. 
and Commissioner Dill Beckman, 
the national placement rate was 
only 270 per 10,000 population. 

their income to over $53 million 
annually. 

The department spent $19 mil
lion, and the clients have now 
paid taxes of $1 million in sales, 
$439,<m in state income, and 3.5 
million in federal income, a net 
ledger balance of 3.7 years to pay 
the entire cost of the rehabilita· 
tion process. 

On top of all this happy out
rome, the department spent only 
!-.5 per cent of the tota l budget on 
administration, leaving $18.5 mil
lion for work in the fi eld where it 
counts. 

From 1970, the work has grown 
from 8,675 rehabllltants to the 
present 13,000, and the graph is 
still moving upward as the full 
scope of needs and ability to meet 
them are better known arld un
derstood. 

GREENVILLE PIEDMONT 

The most encouraging side of 
the picture is the more than 13,-
000 South Carolinians who might 
have been society's burden are 
now earning their own way while 
in income and other taxes repay. 
lng fully the sums spent to fit 
them into the mainstream. 

We are proud to repeat many 
earlier praises of the Vo-Rehab 
system in South Carolina. All citi
zens can view it as at least one 
tax investment that far more than 
pays for any amount spent - be
cause it enables disadvantaged 
people to ftnd their own place in 
a productive community. 

The 13,000 rehabilitants who 
were earning S7 million increased 



PAGE 2 

Miracles Every Day 
By Joseph P. Blank 

Reprinted with permission from the 
November 1974 Reader's Digest. 
Copyright 1974 by the Reader's Di
gest Assn., Inc. 
At 26, Sean Kennedy,* a furni

ture-finisher, lost both legs and an 
arm in a train accident. "Life 
seemed pointless," he recalls. 
"There was no way to make a liv
ing. For four years I just rotted in 
bed." When a state vocational 
counselor suggested that he might 
find help at a place called the 
Woodrow Wilson Rehabilitation 
Center in Fisherville, Va., he just 
nodded indifferently. The sugges
tion wormed through his mind off 
and on for a year, however, and 
finally he asked to be taken to the 
center- just to find out how hope
less his case really was. 

The visit shook Kennedy. "No
body seemed to think I had such a 
terrible problem," he recalls today. 
"I saw a lot of patients a hell of a 
lot worse off than t was. I decided 
to try." 

Kennedy was fitted with artificial 
limbs. He learned to walk, drive a 
car, take care of himself. Aptitude 
tests indicated that he would do 
well in accounting. He took a one
year course. The Center then per
suaded a construction firm to try 
him out as a bookkeeper. Within a 
short time, Sean Kennedy, the triple 
amputee, had become a decision
maker with the firm. 

Today, builders in Virginia pay 
no attention to Kennedy's disabi
lity. They know him as the vice 
president of a good-sized construc
tion company and a knowledgeable 
businessman. None of them is 
aware that he was on the brink of 
being a permanent, welfare-sup
ported bed case. 

In the world of the disabled, 
miracles like Kennedy's, which turn 
a life of despair into a life of pro
ducti~ living, are everyday hap-

*The names of all the disabled in this 
article have been changed to protect their 
privacy. 
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penings. The transformations,occur 
in a nationwide, but under-used, 
federal-state program called Voca
tional Rehabilitation. The program, 
launched by Congress in 1920, has 
changed the lives of some three 
million men, women and teen-agers. 
It now rehabilitates more than 
300,000 people a year. Services in
clude counseling, testing, medical 
treatment, physical therapy, aca
demic courses, occupational train
ing and job placement. Each state's 
vocational-rehabilitation age n c y 
administers and staffs the program. 
To finance it, the Social and Re
habilitation Service of the U.S. De
partment of Health, Education and 
Welfare provides $4 for every $1 
raised by the states. 

In general, any person is eligible 
if his disability - physical or emo
tional - is a substantial handicap 
to employment and if there is a 
reasonable expectation that reha
bilitation will make him employable. 
("Employment" includes work at 
home or in workshops.) A client 
who can afford it may be asked to 
pay part or all of the cost of his 
treatment and training. But inabili
ty to pay never blocks a disabled 
person from rehabilitation. 

Though vocational rehabilitation 
doesn't help everybody, the majori
ty frequently do achieve a marvel
ous change in their lives. In Ohio, 
for example, 54-year-old Harry Hil
liard had never really held a job, had 
committed numerous burglaries and 
spent half his adult life in prison. 
Deciding that there must be an
other way to survive, he asked for 
help at a VR center. His "disability" 
was obvious: he had nothing to of
fer an employer. In four months un
der the center's guidance he earned 
his high-school equivalency certifi
cate, then undertook office-work 
training. He now works in a univer
sity library, owns a new car and 
says, "I'm finally standing on my 
own feet." 

A physically, mentally or emo
tionally damaged person often is 
overwhelmed by what the disability 
prevents him from doing. Success-
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ful rehabilitation, therefore, de
mands a shift in his point of view. 
Ken Adams was a construction 
worker when an automobile acci
dent smashed and permanently 
weakened his ankles. He couldn't 
go back to his trade, and he had no 
other skills. He withdrew into a co
coon of hopelessness. Stubborn 
pride about asking for help kept 
him vegetating for four years. "I 
finally looked up a VR counselor, 
and I thank God I did," he told me. 
"I began growing up that day." 

Adams took a ten-month course 
in automobile body-and-fender 
work, and was offered a job even 
before he graduated. "Learning that 
skill changed my life," he said. "I 
like my work, and I'm earning 
twice what I made before the ac
cident. I'll always be able to sup
port my family. Life once scared 
me. Now I enjoy it." 

According to H.E.W., more than 
five million people are now eligible 
for vocational rehabilitation. The 
federal-state program is working 
with one million. Of the remafning 
four million, several hundred thou
sand are being treated by the Veter
ans Administration, private and 
public agencies, individual physi
cians and their own families. But 
most of the disabled who are eli
gible for aid are not receiving help. 

The reasons are numerous. Many 
disabled don't know that the pro
gram is avaihible. Others think t&ey 
cannot be helped or have reconciled 
themselves to their disability and 
don't want help. Pride or fear pre
vents many from approaching a 
public agency. Welfare agencies, 
especially in the big cities, have 
been neglectful about exploring -the 
potential of VR for their clients. In 
the _iob field, which is the pay-off 
for VR, far too many employers 
are prejudiced against the handi
capped. 

The federal-state program itself 
has flaws. In some areas, VR execu
tives favor "easy" clients, who can 
be quickly rehabilitated at a mini
mum cost. The quality ana adequa-

(Continued on page 4) 
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With Help of Vocational Rehabilitation 

Launches A 
By HARRIET RAMAGE 

Laurens County Advertiser 

Two years ago 18-year-old Billy 
Ray Chadwick had nothing to live 
for. An avid outdoorsman, the 
young man had just been told he 
would be paralyzed for life from 
the waist down as the result of a 
hunting accident. 

A SCHOOL DROP-OUT at the 
ninth grade level, the Hickory 
Tavern youth was the oldest of nine 
children. He was working on con
struction jobs with his father, Sam, 
until the accident occurred. Billy 
Ray's one passion was hunting. 
Now that seemed to be over. It was 
the end of the world. 

Then he met Jack Chandler. A 
school teacher and part-time taxi
dermist, Chandler is extremely 
talented in the art of preserving 
wild game through taxidermy. 

"I knew I had found something 
to live for the moment I met him," 
relates Billy Ray. 

FROM THAT DAY he and Billy 
Ray have worked together with one 
goal in mind for the unfortunate 
youth - to turn him into a good 
taxidermist. Today he spends hours 
on the delicate details of preserving 
lifelike animals and fish - and 
Billy Ray is back with the out-of
doors he loves. It's the kind of hap
py ending the South Carolina De
partment of Vocational Rehabilita
tion is proudest of. 

One of the many agencies which 
began helping Billy Ray when the 
accident occurred iri 1972, the Dept. 
of Vocational Rehab first sponsored 
therapy at the Roger Peace Center 
in Greenville to help the youth be
come accustomed to handling him
self in his wheelchair. Besides his 
paralyzed condition, the use of one 
of Billy Ray's wrists was impaired 
also. But therapy has enabled him 
to completely regain use of it. 

Once the therapy was underway, 

Business From Wheelchair 
Vocational Rehab gave Billy Ray 
psychological testing and evalu
ation to determine his aptitude and 
interests. As could be expected, his 
interest in animals, hunting and the 
out-of-doors showed up. But so did 
an artistic leaning. 

"THERE WERE TWO immediate 
possibilities for a vocation for Billy 
Ray," explains Charles Wilson, Re
habilitation Counselor. 

"Gun smithing and taxidermy 
could both be learned and carried 
out from a wheelchair. We looked 
into both and found that gun smith
ing was simply not a good field for 
this area. So we asked Billy Ray if 
he'd like to try taxidermy." 

Billy Ray was enthusiastic. So 
Rehab bought him special driving 
equipment and a surgical kit for the 
taxidermy. Now, after a year, Billy 
Ray is still driving the 75 miles to 
Greenville and back two or three 
times a week for on-the-job-train
ing with his mentor. In addition, 
he's beginning to take a few jobs 

Billy Ray Chadwick 

on his own at his home on Route 4 
near the Rabon Creek bridge. 

THERE ARE two vital qualities 
necessary to become accomplished 
in taxidermy, according to the 
slightly-built young man - pati
ence and a sensitive awareness of 
how the animal or fish acts and 
looks when alive. "You can't pre
serve a duck in flight if you don't 
know exactly how he looks in 
flight," explains Billy Ray. 

With this knowledge the taxider
mist has to apply his own individu
al technique to his profession. 
"When I first looked at Jack's 
work, I simply didn't see how he 
could make the animal, ducks and 
fish look so lifelike," Billy Ray re
members. "Then as I learned tech
niques from him I discovered that 
each time you work on something 
you become a little more experi
enced and a little better." 

With the sharp precision instru
ments of the surgeon's kit, a taxi
dermist's trained hands can make 
incisions, clean out the insides, stuff 
with wood wool, and sew from the 
inside so that the average person 
can't even find the original incision. 

"IT WAS VERY discouraging at 
first," Billy Ray admits. "Every
thing I did looked so bad and I was 
so slow." 

Billy Ray is a hard self critic. "I 
don't know that I'll ever be com
pletely satisfied with my work, but 
I'm not going to quit trying until I 
am satisfied," he asserts. 

Billy Ray will continue to work 
hard toward improvement. But he'll 
also take some time out for hunt
ing. That's the other part of his hap
py ending. Billy Ray discovered 
that you can hunt and fish from a 
wheelchair just as well as from two 
feet. In fact, last year he bagged a 
7-point deer! 
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Beckman Presented SSA Citation 

Richard F. Kirschner (second from left) presents award to Dill D. Beckman (center) 
while South Carolina State Agency of Vocational Rehabilitation Board members (from 
left) Harry W. Findley, Anderson; E. Roy Stone, Jr., Greenv'ille, Chairman; and John 
A. Montgomery, Columbia observe. 

Dill D. Beckman, Commissioner 
of the South Carolina Vocational 
Rehabilitation Department received 
a Social Security Administration 
"Commissioner's Citation." 

Beckman is the first man from 
South Carolina and the first state 
employee in the nation to receive 
such an award. 
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Richard F. Kirschner, Assistant 
Director, Bureau of Disability In
surance, Baltimore, Md. made the 
presentation, with Gov. John C. 
West attending. 

The presentation was made to 
Beckman for his work with the 
Council of State Administrators of 
Vocational Rehabilitation (CSAVR) 
"for distinguished leadership and 
contributions as chairman of the 
CSA VR Committee on Social Se
curity Relations in providing advice 
and guidance during the successful 
implementation of the disability 
provisions of Title XVI Supplemen
tal Security Income program." 

The Supplemental Security In
come program is administered in 
most states of the nation, including 
South Carolina, by Vocational Re
habilitation departments. 

Vocational Rehabilitation Department 
P. 0. Box 4945 

Columbia, S. C. 29240 
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(Continued from page 2) 

cy of services vary considerably 
from state to state, and the South 
generally is doing a better job than 
the wealthier North. Despite prob
lems, the federal-state VR program 
has succeeded in tripling the num
ber of disabled placed in useful 
work over the past decade. 

Astonishingly, VR doesn't cost 
anything. While making life livable 
for the disabled, it makes money 
for the nation. In 1972, three out of 
every four persons entering the pro
gram were unemployed. Three out 
of four who completed the program 
immediately moved into money
making work. The program in
creased earning power nationwide 
by $800 million. While the average 
rehabilitative effort costs about 
$2100 per person, the disabled in
dividual restored to productive 
work begins returning some $850 in 
annual taxes. In less than three 
years the good business of VR be
gins turning a profit for U.S. tax
payers. 

The top benefit of VR, however, 
will always be its impact on the 
human spirit. Listen to Jerry Paine, 
28, who has cerebral palsy and 
holds an office job: "In my mind, 
I'm not handicapped. All human be
ings have limitations. Like others, 
I'm doing my very best with what 
I've got. I've received five raises in 
my job. I like it, and I like the inde
pendence and manhood it has given 
me. I've got something to live for. 
And I like to think that, because 
I've done my job well, I've opened 
the door for others like me." 

BULK RATE 
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